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AUTHOR  S  PREFACE 

AUG  M  19^5 


Short  sketches  of  Shelby  county  are  found  in  A.  T.  Andreas'  "Illus- 
trated Historical  Atlas  of  Iowa,"  published  in  1875;  in  a  "History  of  West- 
ern Iowa,"  published  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  in  1882,  by  the  Western  Publish- 
ing Company  under  anonymous  authorship ;  and  in  Gue's  four-volume  "His- 
tory of  Iowa,"  published  in  1903.  And  in  1889  there  was  published  (au- 
thor anonymous)  by  W.  S.  Dunbar  &  Company,  of  Chicago,  "A  Biographi- 
cal History  of  Shelby  and  Audubon  Counties,  Iowa."  This  work  contained 
sixty-three  pages  of  Shelby  county  history  and  forty  portraits  of  pioneers, 
and  is  now  in  many  homes  of  this  county. 

None  of  these  histories  was  illustrated  with  cuts  or  views  of  pioneer 
homes,  public  buildings,  or  anything  of  like  character.  These  works,  it  will 
be  observed,  did  not  treat  distinctively  of  Shelby  county  history,  but  cov- 
ered a  wide  territory,  precluding  thoroughness  of  treatment.  All,  however, 
were  useful  in  that  they  reduced  to  writing  much  fact  and  tradition  other- 
wise, with  the  passing  of  the  pioneers,  lost  to  succeeding  generations. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  work  of  1889,  there  has  passed  a  quarter 
of  a  century  marked  by  a  development  in  Shelby  county  so  wonderful  that 
none  but  a  prophet  could  possibly  have  foreseen  it.  The  story  of  this  de- 
velopment, linked  with  the  development  that  has  gone  before,  is,  many  be- 
lieve, worthy  of  being  preserved  in  permanent  form.  The  purpose  of  this 
author,  therefore,  has  been,  with  the  kindly  and  able  suggestions  and  assist- 
ance of  his  associate  editors  and  of  many  pioneer  friends,  to  tell  the  story  of 
this  development,  much  of  which,  since  1875,  it  has  been  his  personal  privi- 
lege and  good  fortune  to  witness. 

How  well  the  work  has  been  done  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  others. 
All  that  the  author  claims  for  himself  is  that  he  has  taken  the  writing  of 
this  history  seriously  and  conscientiously.  He  has  desired  that  it  be  worthy 
of  the  subject  which  it  treats.  If  the  work  shall  make  for  an  increased  pride 
in  and  loyalty  to  our  beloved  county  of  Shelby,  as  the  home  of  an  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  citizenship,  past,  present  and  prospective,  the  mother  of 
a  second  generation  of  men  and  women  of  noble  mold  carrying  forward 
bravely  and  well  the  torch  of  progress  here  and  in  many  far  distant  scenes, 
then  the  many  arduous  hours  taken  overtime  from  a  fairly  active  law  prac- 
tice will  carry  a  commensurate  reward. 

Edward  S.  White. 

Harlan.  Iowa,  February  3,  191 5. 
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PUBLISHERS'  PREFACE 


All  life  and  achievement  is  evolution;  present  wisdom  comes  from  past 
experience,  and  present  commercial  prosperity  has  come  only  from  past  exer- 
tion and  suffering.  The  deeds  and  motives  of  the  men  who  have  gone  before 
have  been  instrumental  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  later  communities  and 
states.  The  development  of  a  new  country  was  at  once  a  task  and  a  privi- 
lege. It  required  great  courage,  sacrifice  and  privation.  Compare  the  pres- 
ent conditions  of  the  people  of  Shelby  County,  Iowa,  with  what  they  were 
seventy  years  ago.  From  a  trackless  wilderness  and  virgin  land  it  has  come 
to  be  a  center  of  prosperity  and  civilization,  with  millions  of  wealth,  systems 
of  railways,  grand  educational  institutions,  splendid  industries  and  immense 
agricultural  and  dairy  productions.  Can  any  thinking  person  be  insensible 
to  the  fascination  of  the  study  which  discloses  the  aspirations  and  efforts  of 
the  early  pioneers  who  so  strongly  laid  the  foundation  upon  which  has  been 
reared  the  magnificent  prosperity  of  later  days?  To  perpetuate  the  story  of 
these  people  and  to  trace  and  record  the  social,  political  and  industrial  prog- 
ress of  the  community  from  its  first  inception  is  the  function  of  the  local 
historian.  A  sincere  purpose  to  preserve  facts  and  personal  memoirs  that 
are  deserving  of  perpetuation,  and  which  unite  the  present  to  the  past,  is  the 
motive  for  the  present  publication.  A  specially  valuable  and  interesting  de- 
partment is  that  one  devoted  to  the  sketches  of  representative  citizens  of  this 
county  whose  records  deserve  preservation  because  of  their  worth,  effort 
and  accomplishment.  The  publishers  desire  to  extend  their  thanks  to  the 
gentlemen  who  have  so  faithfully  labored  to  this  end.  Thanks  are  also  due 
to  the  citizens  of  Shelby  county  for  the  uniform  kindness  with  which  they 
have  regarded  this  undertaking,  and  for  their  many  services  rendered  in  the 
gaining  of  necessary  information. 

In  placing  the  "Past  and  Present  of  Shelby  County,  Iowa"  before  the 
citizens,  the  publishers  can  conscientiously  claim  that  they  have  carried  out 
the  plan  as  outlined  in  the  prospectus.  Every  biographical  sketch  in  the  work 
has  been  submitted  to  the  party  interested,  for  correction,  and  therefore  any 
error  of  fact,  if  there  be  any,  is  solely  due  to  the  person  for  whom  the  sketch 
was  prepared.  Confident  that  our  effort  to  please  will  fully  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  public,  we  are, 

Respectfully, 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Shelby  county  lies  between  the  forty-first  and  forty-second  parallels  of 
north  latitude,  the  forty-first  parallel  running  through  Red  Oak,  Montgom- 
ery county,  Iowa,  and  the  forty-second  parallel  running  a  few  miles  south 
of  Denison.  Crawford  county,  Iowa.  It  lies  between  the  ninety-fifth  and 
ninety-sixth  degrees  of  longitude  west  from  Greenwich,  the  ninety-fifth 
meridian  running  about  five  or  six  miles  east  of  the  Shelby  county  line,  and 
the  ninety-sixth  meridian  running  across  the  western  part  of  Harrison  county. 

Shelby  county  lies  in  about  the  same  latitude  as  Chicago,  Illinois,  the 
lower  part  of  Lake  Michigan,  the  northern  part  of  Indiana,  the  northern 
part  of  Ohio  and  lower  extremity  of  Lake  Erie,  the  northern  tier  of  counties 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  southeastern  counties  of  New  York  state  (above  New 
York  city)  central  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  the  southeastern  part  of 
Massachusetts.  A  parallel  of  latitude  passing  through  Shelby  county,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  ocean,  would  enter  northern  Portugal,  would  pass  through 
northern  Spain  to  the  north  of  the  city  of  Madrid,  would  enter  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea.  cross  the  island  of  Corsica — the  birthplace  of  Napoleon — would 
then  enter  Italy,  ^iear  the  great  city  of  Rome,  magnificent  in  her  centuries  of 
history ;  would  cross  the  Adriatic  sea,  and  then  traverse  Turkey  in  Europe 
for  its  whole  length,  passing  somewhat  to  the  north  of  the  city  of  Constanti- 
nople, then  across  the  Black  sea,  slightly  to  the  south  of  the  peninsula  of 
Crimea  where,  at  Balaklava,  the  charge  of  the  Light  Brigade  occurred,  made 
forever  famous  by  the  poem  of  Tennyson ;  thence  across  southern  Russia 
and  the  Caspian  sea.  over  Russia  in  Asia,  across  northern  China,  well  north 
of  the  city  of  Pekin  and  slightly  south  of  the  city  of  Mukden,  where  was 
fought  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  Russo-Japanese  war:  thence  afcross 
Korea,  the  Japan  sea,  crossing  the  northern  part  of  the  Japanese  island  of 
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Hondo,  on  which  the  city  of  Tokio  is  situated.  Continuing  its  course  across 
the  Pacific,  this  parallel  of  latitude  started  in  Shelb;  *  mnty  would  enter 
extreme  northern  California,  would  cross  northern  Nevada,  the  extreme 
northern  part  of  Utah,  probably  crossing  the  extreme  northern  part  of  Great 
Salt  lake,  thence  through  southern  Wyoming  across  the  state  of  Nebraska, 
to  the  point  of  beginning.  What  a  wonderful  diversity  of  peoples,  languages, 
climates  and  products  we  have  here!  Perhaps  the  must  wonderful  variation 
is  that  of  climate,  and  consequently,  of  products.  This  feature  would  make 
an  absorbing  lesson  in  the  geography  classes  of  Shelby  county.  The  lad  or 
lass  who  traces,  intelligently,  the  causes  for  so  great  a  variation  at  a  like 
latitude  will  profit  by  his  study. 

The  ninety-fifth  meridian  of  longitude  west  troni  Greenw  i'h  passes 
south  through  northwestern  Missouri,  eastern  Kansas,  eastern  Oklahoma, 
eastern  Texas,  through  Galveston  bay.  across  tin-  gulf  of  Mexico,  across  a 
narrow  part  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  into  the  gulf  of  Tehuantepec,  thence 
out  into  the  Pacific  ocean,  well  westward  fr  m  the  western  coast  of  South 
America  and  here  this  author  leaves  it. 

Shelby  county  is  in  the  «ecottd  tier  of  counties  ea>t  of  the  Missouri  river, 
and  in  the  fourth  north  of  the  south  boundary  of  Iowa. 

In  general,  Shelby  county  is  whai  mn\  be  termed  n  Hing  land.  There 
are.  however,  important  river  valleys  follow  ing  the  w  inding  courses  of  Italian 
creek,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  count},  the  various  branches  of  the 
Nishnabotna  river.  Silver  creek,  Keg  creek.  Mosquito  creek  and  Pigeon 
creek.  There  arc  also  some  very  beautiful  plateaus  or  table  lands,  such  as 
that  found  north  of  Walnut  in  Monroe  township  on  what  is  known  as  Wis 
consin  ridge  and  other  parts  of  the  township  and  also  that  found  in  the 
north  part  of  Shelby  township  in  the  vicinity  of  Tennant  and  in  parts  or 
Lincoln,  ("ass  and  Westphalia  townships.  The  main  topography  of  the 
county,  however,  is  composed  of  ^rcat  ridges  and  rounded  hills,  productive 
to  the  very  .summits,  the  ridge-  in  general  running  from  northeast  to  south- 
west and  forming  the  water-sheds  of  the  various  branches  of  the  streams 
hereinbefore  named.  There  is,  of  course,  a  well  defined  ridge  between 
Indian  creek  and  the  F.ast  Nishnabotna  rver  flowing  northeast  from  Avoca, 
and  another  well-defined  ridge  between  this  branch  of  the  Nishnabotna  river 
and  the  one  flowing  past  Harlan,  and.  of  like  character,  there  is  a  well-de- 
fined ridge  between  this  stream  at  Harlan  and  the  Mosquito  creek  flowing 
through  the  west  part  of  the  county. 

Practically  all  of  the  native  timber  of  the  county  is  found  along  the 
branches  of  the  Nishnabotna  river,  and  on  Mill  creek  in  Grove  township,  with 
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occasional  somewhat  isolated  groves,  like  Merrill's  grove  in  Polk  township, 
Fountain's  or  Kidd's  grove  in  Douglas  township,  and  others.  Cuppy's  grove, 
Custer's  grove,  Howlett's  grove  and  Bowman's  grove  might  fairly  be  said  to 
be  merely  enlargements  of  the  fringe  of  timber  following  the  branches  of  the 
Nishnabotna  river  practically  throughout  their  courses  in  Shelby  county. 

RIVERS  OF  SHELKY  COUNTY  AND  THEIR  NAMES. 

The  leading  stream  of  southwestern  Iowa  is  the  Nishnabotna  river. 
Two  of  its  very  important  branches  run  through  Shelby  county.  The  valleys 
of  this  stream  and  its  tributaries  are  far-famed  for  their  fertility.  The  best 
corn  in  the  world  is  undoubtedly  grown  in  these  valleys,  including  the  land 
closely  adjacent  thereto.  It  is,  therefore,  of  more  than  ordinary  importance 
to  know  whence  this  stream  received  its  name,  which  at  a  glance  appears  to 
be  of  Indian  origin.  Deciding  to  get  the  best  possible  information,  the 
author  wrote  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute  at  Washington,  D.  C,  asking  the 
origin  of  the  word,  "Nishnabotna,"  and  in  reply  received  the  following 
courteous  and  satisfactory  response  from  F.  W.  Hodge,  ethnologist-in- 
charge:  "In  response  to  your  inquiry  of  July  14,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  was 
referred  to  Mr.  Francis  LaFlesche,  ethnologist  on  the  staff  of  the  bureau,  who 
has  just  returned  from  several  weeks'  stay  in  the  West,  and  for  this  reason 
the  reply  has  been  delayed  until  now.  Mr.  LaFlesche  states  that  the  name 
is  Oto,  and  its  correct  spelling  Ni'-shna,  ba-te-ni  (ni — river;  shna — swollen; 
ba-te-ni — boat).  Freely  translated,  the  name  signifies  'Swollen  river  where 
boats  are  made.'  " 

Inquiry  was  also  made  of  the  Research  Bureau  of  Nelson's  Encyclopedia 
and  they  replied  that  an  authority  on  the  origin  of  Indian  geographical  names 
stated  that  the  word  meant  "Canoe-making  river." 

In  looking  over  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  February  2,  1871,  the 
author  found  quoted  there  an  article  written  by  Hon.  A.  R.  Fulton,  then 
secretary  of  the  Iowa  board  of  immigration,  which  article  he  had  written 
to  the  editors  of  the  Avoca  Delta.    Mr.  Fulton  in  this  article  says: 

"Some  two  years  ago,  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  Chicago  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  railroad  to  Atlantic,  I  fell  in  company  on  the  cars  with  a 
party  of  Indians  and  their  interpreter,  on  their  way  to  see  the  Great  Father 
at  Washington  City,  and  to  look  after  the  interests  of  their  tribe.  *  .*  * 
Among  them  was  a  venerable  chief  of  more  than  seventy  winters,  whose 
mind  seemed  to  be  a  capacious  depository  for  the  traditions  of  his  people. 
*    *    *    He  sai<5  that  a  long  time  ago  a  party  of  Indians,  going  westward. 
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came  to  the  little  river,  the  several  branches  of  which,  in  southern  Iowa,  are 
known  as  Kast,  Middle  and  West  Nodaway.  *  *  *  When  they  first 
approached  the  stream  they  expected  to  find  some  difficulty  in  crossing,  but 
Upon  further  examination  found  they  could  walk  or  wade  over,  so  they 
named  the  stream  Nod-a-wa,  the  meaning  of  which,  in  their  language,  was 
'crossed  by  wading.'  Passing  on  westward,  they  came  to  a  larger  stream, 
that  could  not  be  crossed  without  a  boat  or  canoe,  and  found  it  necessary  to 
construct  one  before  they  could  pursue  their  journey.  From  this  circum- 
stance they  applied  to  this  stream  the  name  of  NMi  na-bot  na.  which  ill 
their  own  language  meant  'crossed  with  a  boat'" 

Another  ini{K>rtant  stream  in  Shelby  county  is  the  Mosquito.  Tn  look- 
ing over  early  historical  records,  it  is  found  that  this  stream  in  the  vicinity 
of  Council  Bluffs  was  known  a^  the  "Musketo."  and  that  indeed  in  some  of 
the  very  early  records  of  Shelby  county  it  was  rallH  the  "Musketo.**  Since 
this  word  had  the  appearance  of  being  an  Indian  tern*,,  the  author  again 
wrote  the  .Smithsonian  Institution  and  was  favored  with  (he  following  reply 
from  H.  W.  Horsey,  chief  clerk: 

"In  response  to  your  letter  of  September  10,  I  beg  to  say  that  it?  the 
case  of  most  Indian  names  adopted  by  white  people  as  geographical  and  other 
designations,  many  of  them  have  !>een  so  corrupted  from  their  aboriginal 
form  their  meaning  can  no  longer  be  determined.  Tnc  Indian  term  Musketo 
is  possibly  Algonquian,  and  if  so  its  meaning  is  'meadow.'  "  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  significant  that  the  valley  of  the  Mosquito  is  almosl  devoid  of 
trees — it  is  a  meadow. 

With  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  name  Picayune  creek  (  which  stream 
tlows  through  the  northwest  part  of  the  county)  there  is  a  tradition  in  the 
Galland  family  that  one  of  the  Gallands  at  a  very  early  day  picked  up  in  that 
vicinity  a  Spanish  picayune  (  which  the  reader  will  recall  as  a  coin  of  early 
origin  and  trifling  value)  and  that  after  finding  the  coin  the  name  Picayune 
creek  came  to  exist. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  secure  any  information  as  to  what  persons  named 
the  various  streams  of  the  county  or  when  (hey  were  named  and  this  author 
does  not  pretend  to  have  information  with  reference  to  most  of  the  streams 
of  the  county. 

STREAMS  OF  THK  COUNTY. 

Keg  creek  rises  in  Westphalia  township  and  flows  southwest  through 
the  southeast  part  of  Cass  township  through  the  famous  Deer  Ridge  stock 
farm  of  E.  A.  Collins,  and  thence  southwest  near  the  southwest  corner  of 
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section  6  into  Harrison  county.  Mosquito  creek  rises  in  Union  township 
and  flows  southwest  through  Washington  and  Cass  townships  into  Harrison 
county,  the  stream  passing  through  Leland's  grove  in  section  31  of  Cass 
township.  Another  branch  of  this  stream  rises  in  Union  township  and  flows 
southwest,  crosses  the  northwest  corner  of  Westphalia  township,  joining  the 
other  branch  in  section  12  of  Washington  township. 

Pigeon  creek  rises  in  the  north  part  of  Washington  township  and  flows 
southwest  across  Washington  township  into  Harrison  county.  Picayune 
creek  rises  in  Grove  township  and  flows  southwest  across  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Washington  township  into  Harrison  county.  Mill  creek  rises  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  Union  township  and  flows  in  a  westerly  direction  on  the 
north  side  of  Galland's  grove  into  Harrison  county.  The  town  of  Manteno 
was  on  the  north  side  of  this  stream  in  section  18  of  Grove  township.  Wil- 
low creek  rises  in  Crawford  county,  flows  through  Washington  township, 
slightly  west  of  the  town  of  Defiance,  below  which  town  it  joins  the  west 
fork  of  the  West  Nishnabotna  river. 

The  west  fork  of  the  West  Nishnabotna  river  rises  in  Crawford  county, 
flows  across  the  northwest  corner  of  Greeley  township,  through  the  east 
portion  of  Union  township,  thence  through  the  southwest  corner  of  Greeley 
across  Douglass  township  and  the  north  part  of  Center  township  (formerly 
Harlan  township),  to  its  junction  with  the  West  Nishnabotna  river  north- 
east of  Harlan  on  the  H.  Baughn  farm.  (This  stream  has  been  straightened 
by  a  drainage  ditch  from  a  point  slightly  above  the  town  of  Defiance  running 
to  its  mouth,  and  the  West  Nishnabotna  is  being  straightened  from  that  point 
to  the  south  line  of  Center  township  (formerly  Harlan  township),  and  will, 
undoubtedly,  be  straightened  through  to  the  county  line  to  connect  with  the 
drainage  ditch  at  the  town  of  Avoca.)  The  east  fork  of  the  Nishnabotna 
river  rises  in  Audubon  county,  coming  into  Polk  township  in  section  13, 
thence  running,  in  a  southwesterly  direction  through  said  township  across 
Harlan  township  in  a  southerly  direction,  then  again  southwest  through  the 
northwest  corner  of  Monroe  township,  across  the  southeast  part  of  Fairview 
township,  and  thence  southwest  to  the  town  of  Avoca  where  it  joins  the 
West  Nishnabotna  river.  (This  fork  is  called,  on  the  map  of  1883,  the 
east  fork  of  the  West  Nishnalx>tna  river.)  A  stream  rises  in  section  11  of 
Monroe  township  and.  running  thence  in  a  southerly  direction  through  that 
township,  is  called  Walnut  creek,  running  near  the  tow  n  of  Walnut  in  Potta- 
wattamie county.  A  stream  running  through  a  part  of  Jackson  and  through 
Clay  township  is  known  as  Indian  creek,  a  branch  of  which,  known  as  Flk- 
horn  creek,  rises  northeast  of  the  town  of  Elkhorn.    A  branch  of  Indian 
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creek,  rising  about  three  miles  or  more  below  Elkhorn,  is  called  Squaw 
creek.  Another  branch,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  lownship.  is  called 
Camp  creek. 

A  branch  of  the  east  fork  of  the  Nishnabotna  river  rises  in  Jackson 
township,  flows  southwesterly  and  joins  said  fork  on  the  farm  known  as  the 
Horace  Graves  farm  in  section  23  of  Center  township  and  is  known  as  Elm 
creek. 

A  place  known  as  the  Big  Slough  was  found  along  a  stream  running 
through  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  27,  Harlan  township,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  farm  formerly  belonging  to  Neil  Carmichael.  A  branch  of  the  West 
Nishnabotna,  flowing  through  the  west  part  of  Jefferson  township  and  south- 
east part  of  Greeley  township,  joining  the  Nishnabotna  southwest  of  the 
town  of  Irwin,  is  known  as  Elk  creek. 

A  stream  rising  in  Audubon  county  and  entering  Jefferson  township  in 
section  12  and  flowing  thence  southwest  through  Jefferson  and  Polk  town- 
ships, joins  the  east  fork  of  the  Nishnabotna  river  in  section  28  of  Polk  town- 
ship, and  is  known  as  Long  Pranch.  A  stream  rising  in  Westphalia  town- 
ship, flows  in  a  southerly  direction  east  of  the  \illage  of  Westphalia,  thence 
in  a  southerly  direction  through  Lincoln  township,  thence  in  a  slightly  south- 
westerly direction  through  Shelby  township  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  east 
of  the  town  of  Shelby,  and  is  called  Silver  creek. 

A  branch  of  Silver  creek,  rising  in  the  south  part  of  Lincoln  township, 
flowing  in  a  southerly  direction  and  joining  Silver  creek  in  section  27,  is 
called  Little  creek,  or  Little  Silver  creek. 
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GEOLOGY. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  state  of  Iowa,  through  its  state  geologist,  has 
been  promoting  a  complete  geological  survey  of  each  of  the  counties  of  the 
state.  Unfortunately  this  survey  has  only  recently  been  begun  in  Shelby 
county  and  will  not  be  complete  for  some  time  yet. 

In  general,  however,  it  may  be  said  that  Shelby  county  belongs  to  what 
is  known  as  the  drift  area;  that  her  soil  is  composed  of  the  finely  ground  and 
pulverized  rock  material  that  was  brought  down  ages  and  ages  ago  by  the 
great  moving  sheets  of  ice  known  as  the  glaciers.  These  glaciers  finally 
melted  and  the  soil  as  we  know  it  was  deposited  in  the  waters. 

Therefore,  in  the  absence  of  a  recent  complete  geological  survey  of 
Shelby  county,  the  author  of  this  work  is  obliged  to  content  himself  with 
what  Prof.  C  E.  White,  then  state  geologist,  had  to  say  of  the  county  in  a 
geological  report  published  by  the  state  in  1870.  The  important  parts  of  his 
report  follow : 

"The  valley  of  the  West  Nishnabotna  is  a  beautiful  tract  of  sloping 
bottom  land  of  an  average  width  of  about  a  mile  and  the  banks  of  the  stream 
are  lined  by  narrow  belts  or  clumps  of  trees.  The  valley  of  the  Mosquito 
creek  affords  another  fine  tract  of  bottom  land,  but  there  is  scarcely  a  shrub 
to  be  seen  along  its  banks  throughout  its  course  in  the  county.  Silver  creek 
lies  in  the  high,  undulating  divide  between  the  former  stream  and  the  west 
Nishnabotna.  Its  valley  is  less  deeply  excavated  and  its  bottom  lands  are 
wet  and  miry.  The  middle  Nishnabotna  and  Whitted's  creek  both  possess 
fine  bottom  slopes,  bordered  by  general  acclivities.  Little  clusters  of  trees 
line  their  banks  at  intervals,  and  at  Cuppy's  grove,  on  the  former  stream,  a 
fine  body  of  young  forests  occurs. 

"On  Mill  creek,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county,  there  is  quite  an 
extensive  forest,  containing  about  eighteen  hundred  acres.  It  is  known  as 
Galland's  grove  and  is  the  largest  body  of  timber  in  this  region.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  common  trees  found  in  Galland's  grove,  which  embraces 
the  varieties  commonly  found  throughout  this  section  of  the  state:  Burr  and 
red  oak.  red  and  common  elm,  butternut,  hackbcrrv.  black  walnut,  ash.  linden, 
iron  wood,  coffee-bean,  also  sumach,  thorn  apple,  blackberry,  gooseberry. 
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grape  and  other  undergrowth.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  the  cottonwood 
trees  are  rarely  met  with  in  the  native  groves  of  the  inland  districts  on  the 
Missouri  slope.  Nor  do  these  trees  thri\e  any  better  when  transplanted  than 
any  of  the  other  varieties  of  forest  trees.  The  enctoachment  of  the  timber 
Upon  the  prairie  under  favorable  circumstances,  i.  e.,  when  the  prairie  fires 
arc  checked,  is  almost  incredible:  Where  we  observe  today  a  little  outlying 
thicket  of  hazel  and  sumach — the  pione*  rs  of  the  forest  increase — a  few  years 
hence,  unless  arrested  by  the  devastating  fires  a  grove  of  thrifty  saplings  will 
have  sprung  up.  and  this  process  is  repeated  indefinitely,  until  the  beautiful 
prairie  slopes  are  converted  into  forest-clad  ridges  and  sombre  thicket  dells, 
as  wild  and  uninviting  to  the  agriculturist  is  may  anywhere  be  found.  In- 
deed, the  apparent  scarcitv  of  forests  in  these  counties  will  be  no  real  draw- 
back to  their  rapid  settlement — not  nearly  so  great  as  would  be  the  case  were 
our  prairies  clothed  with  a  heavy  growth  of  trees,  now  that  building  lumber 
is  as  easily  obtained  as  it  is  in  any  of  the  counties  of  central  Iowa.  And  more 
than  all,  these  vast  meadows  of  unbounded  fertility  hold  out  inducements  to 
the  settler  such  as  no  forest-clad  region  can  boast. 

"The  post -tertiary  deposits  deeply  cover  all  parts  of  the  county,  com- 
pletely hiding  from  view  the  older  geological  formations  which  underlie  the 
region.  As  in  the  counties  previously  described,  these  deposits  include  the 
drift  and  the  bluff.  The  modified  or  gravel  deposit  of  the  drift  is  well  dis- 
played in  Mill  creek,  in  Galland's  grove,  where  it  is  seen  resting  upon  the  blue 
glacial  clays  and  is  overlaid  by  the  |X'culiar  yellow  blulT  de]»osit.  The  sands 
and  gravel  are  arranged  in  the  most  perfect  order,  presenting  all  varieties  of 
stratification  commonly  observed  in  connection  with  these  deposits  and  rest 
upon  a  thin  stratum  of  hardpan,  such  as  is  not  unfrequently  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  blue  clays,  although  it  by  no  means  forms  a  persistent  feature 
in  the  stratigraphy  of  these  deposits.  The  grave!  and  boulder  dcj>osits  crop 
out  in  the  sides  of  the  valleys  at  a  much  less  elevation  than  in  Audubon 
county;  at  the  same  time  the  Bluff  dej>osii  is  proportionately  thicker  than  it 
is  in  the  coimties  to  the  eastward. 

"In  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  the  drift  deposits  appear  in  one 
of  the  highest  ridges  in  this  region,  recalling  the  great  drift  ridges  of  Sac 
and  the  counties  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  watershed  where  the  accumu- 
lations, of  coarse  materials  form  the  mosl  prominent  feature  in  the  surface 
geology.  The  outlier  on  the  northern  border  of  Shelby  county  is  merely  a 
remnant  of  a  formation  that  once  occupied  the  entire  region  now  embraced 
in  the  Missouri  basin.  The  ridge  is  covered  with  boulders  of  granite,  gneiss, 
quartzite  and  limestone,  presenting  a  striking  contrast  to  the  smooth.  stone- 
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less  surface  of  the  adjacent  ridges  composed  of  the  fine  material  of  the  bluff 
deposit. 

"Building  material  is  exceedingly  scarce  in  the  county.  The  surface 
deposit  in  the  valleys  may  be  found  to  answer  for  the  manufacture  of  brick, 
but  as  yet  no  practical  experiments  of  the  kind  have  come  to  our  knowledge; 
(Brick  had  already  been  made  in  Shelby  county. — Editor.)  However,  we 
can  not  doubt  that  the  same  success  will  be  attended  here  as  elsewhere  in  this 
section.  The  soil  everywhere  is  of  the  most  productive  nature.  The  steeper 
slopes  in  the  more  broken  sections  will  always  afford  excellent  pasturage, 
or  they  may  be  easily  clothed  with  groves.  In  the  valleys  the  finest  meadow 
lands  are  found  and  the  uplands  afford  beautiful  locations  for  farms." 

Professor  White's  geological  report  for  1870  has  incorporated  in  it  a 
record  of  the  altitudes  taken  in  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri 
Railroad  Company,  showing  the  highest  points  on  the  line  of  this  survey  of 


interest  to  Shelby  county  people.    These  altitudes  are  as  follows : 

Feet. 

Summit  between  Tndian  creek  and  the  East  Nishnabotna  1,288 

Highest  ground  between  the  West  Nishnabotna  and  Tndian  creek  1,318 

West  Nishnabotna  in  section  8,  township  77,  range  39  1,116 

Summit  between  the  West  Nishnabotna  and  Silver  creek  1.308 

Crossing  Silver  creek  in  section  27,  township  78.  range  40,  Shelby 

township  1,201 

Summit  between  Silver  creek  and  Keg  creek  1,313 

Divide  between  Mosquito  creek  and  Keg  creek  1,298 
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CHAPTER  III. 


WEATHER. 

Many  courtesies  in  the  preparation  of  this  article  nave  been  shown  the 
author  by  Dr.  George  M.  Chappell,  director  of  the  Iowa  weather  and  crop 
service  and  by  jxistniaster  C.  A.  Reynolds. 

Shelby  county  is  fortunate  in  having  at  Harlan,  in  the  ]>erson  of  post- 
master Reynold^,  a  very  careful  and  conscientious  weather  observer,  who 
since  i8<;9  has  kept  the  weather  records  at  Harlan  for  the  United  States 
government,  which,  for  the  purpose,  has  furnished  him  with  government 
instruments.  The  average  monthly  and  annual  temperatures  as  observed 
and  recorded  by  him.  together  with  the  total  precipitation,  including  snow- 
fall (unmelted)  in  this  period  are  herewith  given.  The  minus  ( — )  sign  be- 
fore figures  indicates  a  temperature  below  zero  and  tiie  letter  "T"  indicates 
a  trace  too  small  for  measurement. 

TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION   FOR  THE  PERIOD   1 8ox)  TO  AUGUST,  1914, 

AT  HARLAN,  IOWA. 


JANUARY. 

Temperature.  Precipitation. 
Year.  Mean.       Max.         Miu.         Total.  Snowfall. 

1899  


IQOO 

 26.O 

52 

—  12 

•35 

0.3 

 235 

50 

—  9 

38 

3-i 

22.4 

54 

— 22 

1.67 

17-5 

IOO3  

 23.6 

47 

-  r> 

•05 

0.2 

HKM  

 I6.S 

49 

—20 

•93 

5-8 

190s;  

IO.8 

43 

-24 

•87 

10.5 

 27.4 

57 

—  7 

•45 

5-5 

IOO7 

-_19.6 

47 

—  1  f 

.60 

1.8 

 25.8 

56 

—  8 

•34 

6.5 

IOXX; 

?o.8 

54 

—17 

i.8r 

I9IO    .  ._ 

18.8 

4* 

—27 

1.00 

9.2 
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Temperature.  Precipitation. 

Year.  Mean.       Max.        Min.  Total.  Snowfall. 

191 1  22.2  58  —23  .39  4.0 

1912  5.4  42  —37  .57  6.0 

IQ13  22.4  54  — 18  .64  6.0 


Averages  20.4  0.72  5.9 

Extremes   _._  58         — 37 


FEBRUARY. 

Temperature.  Precipitation. 


Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall 

1899  

57 

— 29 

.42 

XA  R 

43 

— 23 

1.49 

149 

44 

 IO 

i-35 

10.3 

17  8 

c  ? 

•TO 

 1  c 

•15 

2.0 

T  fV\  "> 

t8  t 

A  'J 

43 

 IO. 

1.27 

9.0 

T  (~\/^\  4 

51 

Q 

  O 

•17 

1-7 

1905  

63 

—37 

1. 16 

H-5 

1906      _  _. 

—254 

60 

—15 

.88 

5* 

1907  

...,,26.2 

60 

—19 

MO 

4-4 

1908  

. .  24.6 

48 

— 10 

I.67 

7.2 

1909  

26.6 

52 

—  5 

i-55 

2.0 

.  .18.4 

45 

—14 

.29 

4-5 

1911  

26.8 

53 

—  3 

2-77 

12.0 

1912  

18.8 

44 

—14 

•97 

95 

1913  

 20.4 

63 

—14 

65 

6.8 

Averages 

.._i9.9 

1.04 

7-5 

Extremes  . 

63 

—37 

MARCH. 

Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

1899  

-.25.4 

65 

—  3 

•75 

1900   

--32.5 

72 

—  7 

1.99 

•3 

—34« 

68 

4 

3.26 

29-3 

Digitized  by  Google 


44 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA 


Teni]>erature 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

 39.2 

7i 

0 

2.01 

T 

1903  

.....37-8 

73 

10 

83 

2.6 

1904  

—-35-8 

68 

4 

1.38 

3-0 

1905  

 42.9 

79 

ro 

T-43 

2.0 

DO 

—  / 

1.26 

7-8 

1907  .... 

 41.8 

OO 

7 

.40 

3-5 

1 90S 

 37.9 

83 

10 

I.  IO 

T 
1 

1909  — 

63 

—  2 

1.00 

97 

1910  .... 

 SO.O 

86 

20 

T 

.0 

76 

T  I 

.69 

13 

191 2   

 24.4 

64 

—  9 

2.04 

32.0 

1913  .... 

 327 

65 

—15 

2.16 

4-7 

Averages 



1  j  1 

6.9 

Fxtremes 



1 

90 

► 

—IS 

APRIL. 

Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

1899  — - 

488 

83 

1 1 

4.21 

I900  --  - 

 5*3 

*4 

26 

2.21 

1.0 

1901   

 19.8 

87 

23 

197 

3-0 

—  .48.7 

87 

18 

.06 

T 

190}  

 49.8 

83 

*5 

2.32 

T 

1904  

 43.6 

74 

20 

3.20 

1.0 

1905  

46.8 

/O 

19 

2.<)8 

2.2 

-   1 . 

20 

3  15 

T 

1907 

 42.4 

75 

12 

•87 

2.6 

1908  

 51.0 

85 

'3 

.99 

T 

1909  

 44.0 

80 

23 

2.76 

T 

1910  ... 

 52.7 

"1 

22 

•*7 

1.2 

IQI I 

__47.6 

77 

21 

2-39 

T 

I'M  - 

 498 

7* 

28 

3-38 

.0 

1913  ---- 

 50.4 

83 

26 

3-44 

T 

Averages 

__-_48.7 

2-35 

0.8 

Extremes 

94 

II 
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MAY. 


Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean.       Max.  Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

1899  — 

85 

34 

4.49 

 63.6 

89 

27 

3°9 

60.8 

9i 

3° 

1.78 

88 

37 

3  3* 

1903  

 61.3 

83 

26 

10.43 

1904   

--  —59-9 

87 

34 

307 

1905  ____ 

 58.0 

82 

32 

4.29 

1906  _  __ 

 61.0 

85 

28 

4.89 

1907  

 53-6 

87 

19 

2.87 

1908 

 58.9 

86 

18 

8.48 

1909   

 57.6 

94 

23 

425 

1910  

 54-5 

81 

29 

3H 

1911   

 63.2 

9i 

30 

5.00 

 62.8 

87 

30 

1.07 

1913   

 59.2 

95 
— 

34 

— 

763 


Averages  . 

 59.9 

4-52 

Extremes  . 

95 

18 

JUNE. 

Temperature. 

• 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

1899 

94 

47 

7-53 

1900  _ 

09.6 

95 

44 

1.89 

1901   

 732 

100 

37 

7.29 

 65.8 

9i 

40 

7.87 

1903   

 65.0 

9i 

37 

2.83 

1904   

 67.4 

93 

44 

4.24 

1905   

92 

44 

3.80 

94 

42 

3.02 

1007   

66.; 

91 

40 

313 

1908 

66.6 

86 

43 

034 

1909   

.._  -6S.4 

80 

48 

6.84 

1910  .  .  . 

68.7 

97 

38 

.81 

191 1 

 74-5 

9* 

50 

■•30 
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Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

11  

Mean. 

Max. 

wi  m. 

1  otai. 

1012 

61  4 

Q4 

40 

0'/  * 

IOI  1 

60  8 

40 

1.6* 

Averages 

.  68.; 

4-20 

Extremes 

IOO 

^7 

JULY. 

Temperature. 

1  recipitation. 

\  ear. 

>  * 

Mean. 

Max. 

Mm. 

1  otal. 

1899  



94 

50 

2.31 

 73.2 

98 

5<> 

8-33 

0  . 

1  1  1 

53 

.76 

 73.6 

05 

5° 

I2.O3 

1903   

 73-3 

95 

46 

5°5 

1904   

93 

47 

5.20 

1905   

95 

45 

4.21 

 69.6 

91 

48 

4.40 

1907  

 737 

96 

52 

4.96 

 71.8 

94 

46 

1.08 

1909   

 72.3 

93 

5° 

5°3 

 73-3 

95 

47 

125 

 74.4 

106 

43 

i-39 

1912 

7  J  ± 

2.62 

1 0 1  1 

1  82 

\verage;* 

7"?  J. 

4.1 1 

F.xtremes 

1 1 1 

4^ 

AUGUST. 

Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

.899 

 74.2 

94 

51 

4  44 

1900  __. 

 75  5 

94 

56 

7-79 

1901  . 

 73-9 

9« 

50 

.81 

1 90  j 

_  ___  69.6 

94 

4» 

3-32 

1903 

 69.2 

92 

44 

9-39 
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Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

1904   

9i 

41 

1.91 

1905   

mm  A  -V 

94 

.">2 

4.70 

1906  _  — 

 73.0 

94 

38 

2.91 

1907   

 71.4 

93 

45 

2.71 

1908  _ 

 70.2 

97 

45 

3-63 

1009   

 75-8 

97 

40 

.88 

1910   

 71.6 

97 

43 

9-58 

1911   .  .., 

 71.8 

100 

42 

2-54 

1912   

 71.3 

97 

49 

2.69 

1913   

 77.0 

99 

46 

2.22 

Averages 

 72.5 

— 



3-97 

Extremes 

TOO 

38 

SEPTEMBER. 

Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

1899   

.  -  63.0 

96 

20 

.84 

 63.6 

92 

30 

3-91 

1 90 1  _ 

.  64.2 

92 

28 

8.02 

1902   

 58.4 

83 

27 

5-63 

1903   

 59.7 

84 

31 

1.90 

1904   

 63.6 

89 

34 

2.48 

1905   

85 

41 

3-54 

 65.7 

93 

34 

4.89 

1907   

 63.0 

92 

29 

2.14 

1908   

 67.8 

95 

25 

1.05 

1909  — 

 62.2 

87 

36 

7.19 

1910  

 63.2 

89 

32 

3-23 

1911 

66.7 

06 

34 

4.02 

1912  — 

 60.4 

93 

29 

8.86 

1913  — 

 63.7 

102 

26 

5.00 

Averages 

 63.4 

4.18 

Extremes  . 

102 

20 

Digitized  by  Google 


48 
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OCTOBER. 

Temperature.  Precipitation. 


Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total 

J    V  »  I  CI  1  . 

Snow  fall 

1800 

r  7  > 

O" 

-  ' 

-  >V3 

lOTK) 

q8  2 

8; 

27 

4-.S- 

T 

IOOI 

M  7 

86 

-  .1 

T 

I  (XI  > 

7U 

2J. 

T 

IQO3  

.-.52.1 

Si 

-\5 

4.50 

I9O4  

8.1 

20 

92 

i  on  c 

.«  - 

8? 

id 
»v 

»  ~  - 

T 

I906 

-49-4 

77 

•7 

I.27 

I907 

^0.2 

81 

13 

2.64 

cr>  c 

— 5°"5 

83 

-'4 

3o- 

1909   

. .  so.o 

86 

15 

I.8l 

0.2 

1910  . 

* 

85 

18 

99 

T 

IQI I  

48.8 

76 

18 

1.77 

0.1 

1912  _- 

...Si.8 

84 

*5 

4.OO 

T 

1913  

—477 

8  j 

1 1 

1.19 

T 

Averages 

.—•51.9 

254 

T 

Extremes  — 

90 

1 1 

NOVEMBER. 

Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year 

\I  nil 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

t  Rm 

1  3  n 

66 

T2 

91 

toon 

17  A 

67 

0 

5* 

47 

1  fW'l  1 

1-  7 

■--357 

63 

T2 

67 

1-5 

HJ02  

-_38.o 

7^ 

»5 

1  45 

r.o 

I903  

-35-0 

66 

I 

1.02 

7.2 

If/H  

—394 

68 

8 

•'7 

1 .0 

I905  

.__38.4 

60 

0 

3.06 

T 

69 

9 

1.01 

3-5 

IW  

..36.6 

'<5 

II 

•53 

T 

I908  -_  ... 

75 

1 1 

79 

0.7 

I9O9  

-414 

78 

6 

9.85 

8.0 

I9IO  

--347 

64 

12 

17 

T 

.--30.4 

57 

0 

32 

T 
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Temperature.  Precipitation. 

Snowfall. 
T 
T 


Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

1912  

 40.0 

69 

15 

50 

1913  .... 

 43-6 

71 

18 

.88 

Averages 

 37-5 

1.46 

Extremes 

7* 

0 

2.0 


DECEMBER. 

Temperature.  Precipitation. 


Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall 

1899 

 22.4 

49 

—  5 

i-43 

._  --27.2 

52 

—  4 

.67 

3-9 

47 

— 22 

.90 

9.0 

18.& 

48 

— 12 

2.69 

14.2 

1903  

 22.0 

47 

— 12 

.14 

4.0 

1904  

 23.5 

60 

— 11 

.60 

7-5 

1905  

 26.4 

53 

—  6 

05 

1.0 

1906  . 

26.8 

52 

—  7 

1.23 

T 

1907  — - 

 29.1 

51 

6 

36 

3-0 

1908  .... 

_  -  .  27.6 

55 

—14 

.27 

3-o 

1909 

 13*5 

46 

—18 

1.81 

16.5 

1910  

 23.8 

46 

—  5 

•33 

3-5 

1911  

_  __26.0 

5o 

—14 

3- 19 

14. 1 

1912  ... 

 29.2 

53 

0 

.38 

T 

1913  ____ 

-  -  3ir 

52 

3 

1.82 

T 

Averages 

--24-5 

1.06 

5-7 

Extremes 

60 

— 22 

ANNUAL. 

Temperature.  Precipitation. 

Year.  Mean.       Max.        Min.  Total.  Snowfall. 

1899   96  —29 

1900  49.2  98  — 23  36.60  24.1 

1901   49.2         in  — 22  30.14  56.2 

1902  47.4  95  —22  43.94  34.7 

1903  47.2  95  —18  39.73  23.0 

1004  466  93  — 20  24.27  20.0 

(4) 
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Temperature.  Precipitation. 


Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

1912 

69 

I  c 

•50 

T 

w  V 

—43-6 

7i 

18 

.88 

T 

Averages  

-375 

1.46 

2.0 

Extremes  _ 

0 

DECEMBE 

Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

^ear. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Tk  If  ' 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

1899  

49 

—  5 

1.43 

1900    _  - 

...27.2 

52 

—  4 

■67 

3-9 

1 901  

.-19.6 

47 

— 22 

.90 

9.0 

18.6 

48 

— 12 

2.69 

14.2 

1903  

_  22.0 

47 

— 12 

.14 

4.0 

1904  

-23-5 

60 

— 11 

.60 

7-5 

1 90s  

--26.4 

53 

—  6 

05 

1.0 

26.8 

52 

—  7 

1.23 

T 

1907  _ 

29.1 

5i 

6 

.36 

3-o 

1908  _  _  _ 

27.6 

55 

—14 

•27 

3-0 

1909  

--135 

46 

—18 

1.81 

16.5 

1910  

-.23.8 

46 

—  5 

■33 

3-5 

1911 

26.0 

50 

—14 

3-19 

14.1 

1912  

.. .  29.2 

53 

0 

•38 

T 

1913  

52 

3 

1.82 

T 

Averages  __ 

-24-5 

1.06 

5-7 

Extremes  _. 

60 

— 22 

ANNUAL. 


Temperature.  Precipitation. 
Year.  Mean.       Max.         Min.         Total.  Snowfall. 


1899  — 

96 

—29 

1900  -__ 

— 49.2 

98 

—23 

36.60 

24.1 

— 49.2 

l  I  ! 

— 22 

30.14 

56.2 

1902  --- 

 47-4 

95 

—22 

43-94 

347 

1903  __- 

 47-2 

95 

—18 

39  73 

23.0 

1904  ___ 

466 

93 

—20 

24.27 

20.0 

(4) 
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Temperature. 

Precipitation. 

Year. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total. 

Snowfall. 

1905  

_._47.o 

Os 

0/ 

12.84 

^0.2 

94 

—IS 

29.66 

22.6 

1907  — 

..-47.8 

96 

—  19 

22.31 

154 

—49.2 

97 

—  '4 

29.86 

17.4 

1909  — 

—  47-1 

97 

-18 

4478 

1910  _ 

—487 

97 

—-'7 

20.96 

1911  — 

— 49-3 

106 

—23 

25.86 

315 

— 459 

99 

~37 

33"9 

475 

1913  „ 

— 49-5 

102 

—18 

29.10 

175 

Averages 

_-_48.o 

31.69 

28.3 

Extremes 

in 

—37 

1914. 

TEMPERATURE.  PRECIPITATION. 


Mean. 

Max. 

Min. 

Total.  Snowfall. 

  _28.T 

55 

—2 

.62 

3-8 

 --I9.2 

49 

-15 

•/ 

72 

 35.2 

7' 

6 

1 .61 

•3 

*5 

18 

3.66 

May   — 

 .   62.2 

9i 

3*1 

3-38 

June   

 72.4 

93 

42 

9o9 

July  —   

 75.8 

08 

52 

3-32 

 73.8 

00 

52 

325 

The  first  systematic  recorded  observations  of  Shelby  county  weather 
were  made  at  the  town  of  Panama.  These  records  show  only  the  precipita- 
tion and  are  as  follows  : 


r  \NA  M  V      IMO.CIPI  r.MTON  (iXCIU-.s). 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Jim.  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Ann'l 
189 1  __  1.07  1. 00  1.84  2.50  3.62  2.60  2.05  3  80    .24  2.03  2.40  2.96  27.01 


1892..  .17  .37  2.72  3.87  6.84  2.43  4  80  2.48  2.23  1.42    .40    .40  28.22 

1893--  -20  116  1. 10  2.47  5.17  4.44  3.(78  2.33  1.35  .12    .46  1.26  24.12 

1894..  .37  .81    .62  4.48  1.03  2.69  1.51  1.63  2.94  2.71    .26  1.24  19.59 

1895-  -  .17  .46    .88  3.22    .88  4.12  2.0310.63  2.67  .11  1.22    .00  26.24 

1896—  .10  .23  1.01  8.16  8.06  4.81  8.05  3.82  4.62  3.17  3.55    .30  45.68 


Aver..    .36    .56  1.35  4. it  4.36  3.51  3.88  4. 1 1  2.34  1.59  1.38  1.04  28.50 
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The  records  below  given  cover  a  period  antedating  the  Harlan  records; 
they  were  made  in  Logan,  Harrison. county,  by  a  well-known  pioneer  of  that 
county,  Jacob  T.  Stern,  assisted  by  his  wife,  M.  B.  Stem.  These  records 
are  probably  about  what  Shelby  county  records  would  show  had  such  records 
been  kept. 

LOGAN  PRECIPITATION   ( INCHES). 

Year.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Jun.  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Ann'l 

1866—   ___      _  1.20  3.10  3.00  1.30  4.40    

1867..  .26  2.60  2.75  1.60  4.50  4.20  3.80  2.00  1.40  2.90  1.00    .80  27.81 

1868—  -__  1.60  2.40  2.80  4.00  6.90  3.25         4.30  _-_  1.50  3.10  29.85 

1869..  .90  1.40    .50  1. 10  3.50  9.00  8.90  7.90  7.10    .80  1.35  2.50  44.95 

1870—  .90  ___  1.70    .40  2.00    .30  7.00  1.80  8.90  1. 10  ___    .20  25.30 

1871—  .60  3.10  ___  2.70  1.60  1.00  7.30  2.60  3.10  1.80  3.85  1.30  28.95 
1872.-  .10  .30  2.50  4.20  6.70  2.00  5.00  3.90  2.50  3.10  1.50  .30  32.10 
1873--  2  20  100  2  10  3-60  7-7°  8-4°  5  xo  8.40  1.50  3.20  ___   ___  43.20 

1874   .70  2.10  2.80  1.80  1. 10  6.30  2.80  1.20  6.20  1.20  1.50    .70  28.40 

1875   .60  1.80  3.80  2.40  2.50  9.90  7.00  7.60  3.50  1.40    .20  1.30  42.00 

1876   .40    .60  4.50  2.70  1.70  2.40  8.30  1.50  4.80    .90    .20    .20  28.20 

i877__  2.30  1.20  1.50  4.9011.00  6.70  2.90  4.80  1.40  4.00  1.40  3.00  45.10 

1878-.  1.20    .50  2.40  2.70  7.6010.61 13.00  5.10  1.70  1.20    .30  46.31 

i879__  .40  1. 10  4.10    .90  5.80  5.30  2.60  3.50  2.50  4.10  2.00    .80  33.10 

1880   1.80    .30    .60    .77  4.00  3.60  3.60  5.36  3.00  2.30  1.33    .70  27.30 

i88i__  3.10  5.30  2.40  5.40  7.30  5.10  9.50  1.20  5.30  6.60  1.50  1.90  56.60 

1882--  1.20  1.30   .60  3.50  3.80  9.60  7.30    .80    .20  3.50  3.30  2.20  37.30 

i883__  2.50  1.20  1.40  2.60  7.60  8.50  3.30  5.00  4.10  2.50    .10  1. 10  3990 

1884--  1.30  1.50  1.70  3.10  2.10  3.40  7.40  5.00  5.50  4.40    .10  1. 10  36.60 

1885..  .__  1. 10    .30  4.90  6.00  9.80  5.10  5.40  1 .00  4.20  1.00  1.40  40.20 

i886__  2.60    .30  2.50  2.10  1.80  3.20  2.20  2.20  ___  3.80  2.30  ___  23.10 

1887—  .90    .70    .60  1.40  1.30  2.90  2.40  4.80  4.20    .90    .90  2.00  23.60 

1888—  1.50    .90  3.40  5.44  5-74  2.09  5.09  6.44    .83  .73    .73  1.86  34.02 

1889—  1.49  T  .69  1.35  3.28  9.87  6.28  3.14  1.32  .46  .46  .14  29.87 
1890.-  1.09  1. 10  1.76  2.17  6.2914.09  2.29  1. 19  1.78  1.87  1.87  ___  34.95 
i89i__  1.79  1.60  2.33  2.10  3.93  3.47  6.16  3.31  1.74  5.64  5.64  2.72  35.39 

1892—  .90  1. 14  4.58  4.91  7.13  3.16  4.55  3.37  2.00  tJ&x    .08  1.62  35.25 

1 893-  -  .40  1.50  .84  2.10  4.73  3.97  3.62  1.99  1.35  .15  .53  1.22  22.40 
i8Q4__    .74    .70    .40  1.88    .55  3.75    .41  183  2.22  3.01   ___  1. 14  16.63 

1895—  -4°   -72    26  3-7°    -8-J  5-24  168  9-84  I-7I    -54  109    .10  26.12 

1896-  -    .64    .60    .60  7.17  7.93  7.85  6.70  2.33  4.05  2.81  2.14  ___  43.82 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Jim.  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Ann'l 
i8q7__  i. 62    .65  2.17  6.18  1.80  2.97  1.38  4.98    .08  1.04    .20  2.93  26.00 

1898.  _  1.30    .80  1.59  2.82  4.91  3.26  1.50  2.50  1.72  2.93    .90    .70  24.96 

1899.  -    .10    .70  1.30  2.08  3.621 1.99  1.83  5.90    .42  1.39  1.1 1  1. 51  31.95 

TOTAL  MONTHLY  AND  ANNUAL  SNOWFALL  IN  INCHES  FOR  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

IOOO-I914. 

Year.    Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Jun.  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Ann'l 


1900..  0.3  14.9  0.3    1.0  — -  — _  —  — _  —     T  4.7    3.9  25.1 

1901--  3.1  10.3  29.3  3.0  _..  —  —  —  —    T  1.5  9.0  56.2 

1902.-  17.5  2.0  T  T  --  ..  .  —  —  —    T  r.o  14.2  34.7 

1903   0.2  9.0  2.6  T    —  —  —  —  —  72  4.0  23.0 

1904-  .  5.8  1.7  3.0  1.0  —  —  —  —  —  —  1.0  7.5  20.0 

1905-  -  10.5  14.5  2.0  2.2  —  —  —  —  —    T  T     1.0  30.2 

1906-  5.5  5.8  7.8-  T  ---  -—   — -  —  3.5    T  22.6 

1907-  -  1.8  44  3-5  26  ---  —  ---  —  —  —  T  30  15-3 

1908-  -  6.5  7.2  T  T  ---  __-  0.7  3.0  17.4 

1909-  -  2.0  9.7  T  — _  -—  0.2  8.0  16.5  ... 

1910-  9.2  4.5  _-_  1.2  — _  — _  T  T  3.5  18.4 
191 1   4.0  12.0  1.3  T  _—  -—  _   0.1  T  14.1  31.5 

1912—  -  6.0  9.5  32.0  ___  —  — _  ---  —  ---    T  T  T  47.5 

1913—  6.0  6.8  4.7  T  —  — _  — .  —  — .     T  T  T  17.5 

191 4—  38  7-2  0.3  T  -—  _-_  _--  —  _— 


During  the  eighties  many  of  the  winters  in  Shelby  county  were  unusually 
severe.  There  were  many  blizzards  lasting  for  three  days  at  a  time,  with 
stinging  cold  weather  and  biting  winds.  The  roads  were  blocked  for  weeks 
at  a  time,  and  travel  was  frequently  ovei  fields  by  the  side  of  the  roads  packed 
with  snow,  men  taking  down  the  barbed  wire  fences,  a  practice  which  the 
laws  of  Iowa  then  permitted,  as  indeed  they  do  now,  the  right  of  the  public 
to  travel  expeditiously  and  with  safety  being  paramount  to  the  usual  right 
of  the  landowner  to  forbid  trespass  on  his  land.  During  these  hard  winters 
it  was  often  difficult  to  get  coal,  and  as  corn  was  cheap  (often  about  twenty 
cents  per  bushel)  men  burned  ear  corn,  which  made  a  very  hot  fire. 

A  reminder  of  those  strenuous  days  came  on  January  27.  1909.  when 
live  stock  owners  of  Shelby  county  lost  thousands  of  dollars  by  reason  of 
cattle  freezing  to  death.  The  quail  were  largely  wiped  out  by  this  storm. 
Even  crows  and  rabbits  perished. 

Observer  C.  A.  Reynolds,  keeper  of  the  United  States  weather  records 
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at  Harlan,  under  date  of  January  27,  1909,  states  that  there  was  a  severe 
thunder  storm  on  the  afternoon  of  that  date,  turning  to  snow,  followed  by 
a  severe  blizzard  the  next  day  ;  that  the  electric  and  telephone  systems  were 
badly  crippled;  that  there  was  no  mail  at  Harlan  for  three  days;  that  the 
blizzard  was  accompanied  by  a  dust  storm,  the  frozen  snow  and  drifts  being 
covered  with  a  reddish  dust. 

HEAVIEST  MONTHLY  RAINFALL  DURING  THE  YEARS  1899-I914  IN  SHELBY 

COUNTY. 


April, 
May, 

June, 


1899. 
1903. 
1908. 
1914- 


.  4.21    August,      1910   9.58 

.10.43  I9<>3   9-39 

.  8.48   September,  19 12   8.86 

.  9.59  1 901   8.02 

  4.5 

  4.32 


1902  7.87    October,  1903. 

1902  12.63  1900- 

1900  8.33 


LEAST  MONTHLY  RAINFALL,  1899-I9I4,  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 


April. 

May, 

June, 

July, 


1910  .17 

1912  1.07 

1910  .81 

1 901  .76 


August,      1 90 1  .81 

September,  1899  .84 

October,      1904  .92 


GREATEST  CHANGES  OF  TEMPERATURE  IN  ANY  ONE  DAY  FOR  THE  YEARS  I9OO- 

I9I4,  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 


1900. 
1906- 
1905. 
1904. 
1908- 

1907- 
1910. 
ioo7_ 
1907- 
1909. 
1901- 
1910- 


-47° 
-44° 
-52° 
-47° 
-55° 
-48° 

-55° 
.48° 

-55° 
-52° 

-45° 
-400 


July,  1901. 

1911- 

August,  1913. 

1912. 

September,  1907. 

1901- 

October,  1901. 

I9°5- 


--45° 
-42° 
-49° 
-43° 


~43l 
-45( 


 43l 

November,  1904  42' 

December, 


1908. 
191 1. 
1905. 


41 


-43^ 
-40c 
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AVERAGE  MONTHLY  AND  ANNUAL  SNOWFALL  FOR  IOWA,  IN  INCHES. 

(By  way  of  comparison.) 


Year. 

Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May  Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec.  Ann'l 

1892  

  6.9 

50 

3-9 

57 

T 

— 

— 

1.8 

10.9 

34  2 

1893  

8.1 

4.0 

6.0 

— 

mm  —  mm 

— 

4.6 

7.6 

372 

1894  

8.4 

27 

0.2 

— 



0.2 

04 

1-3 

19.2 

1895  

  8.7 

3-3 

2.9 

2.1 

— 



T 

4.9 

4.1 

26.0 

1896  

2.8 

54 

5-4 

4-5 

— 



T 

2.9 

1.6 

22.6 

1897  

8.2 

8.0 

5-5 

T 

— 



— 

1.2 

15-9 

38.8 

1898- 

  12.6 

7.8 

37 

T 

— 



36 

8.7 

39 

40.3 

1899  

  T,S 

7-1 

80 

2.0 

— 



— 

0.5 

43 

234 

2-3 

90 

6.6 

0.9 

— 

—  mm  mm 

— 

37 

2.4 

25.8 

6.2 

97 

12.6 

2.0 

— 



T 

2.6 

5-4 

38.5 

1902  

  9.4 

2.6 

1.3 

T 

— 



T 

1.8 

12.9 

28.0 

1903  

79 

3-9 

0.8 

1.1 

37 

19.4 

1904   

  6.1 

4-5 

4-4 

1.4 

T 

05 

12.3 

29.2 

1905  

  11. 1 

15.5 

4-1 

1.2 

1.6 

0.6 

4.2 

38.3 

  1 1.3 

6.1 

8.9 

0.6 

O.I 

4-4 

1.4 

32.8 

1907  

  6.0 

4.6 

4.1 

2.7 

1.0 

0.9 

47 

24.0 

1908  

  4.8 

8.9 

1.1 

o-3 

T 

2.6 

1.4 

3-8 

22.7 

1909  

  78 

7-7 

9.8 

3-1 

0.1 

T 

6.8 

137 

49.0 

1910  

  12.6 

4.0 

T 

3-0 

T 

O.I 

0.7 

3-o 

23-4 

1911  

  7.3 

7.0 

19 

3-6 

0.7 

T 

0.6 

r.6 

12.6 

35-3 

  5.5 

11.0 

JQ.I 

1.1 

T 

T 

T 

1.1 

38.0 

1913  

  7.2 

7  3 

5-3 

2.7 

1.2 

0.4 

t-3 

254 

1914  

  5.1 

9.2 

1.8 

0.3 

T 

HEAVIEST  SNOWFAI.I    IN  YKNRS  189OI9I4  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

T-argest  snowfall  for  month  of  January  in  the  years  1899- 19 14.  17.5 
inches  in  1902;  second  heaviest,  10.5  inches  in  1905;  in  February,  14.5 
inches  in  1905;  14.9  inches  in  1900;  in  March,  32  inches  in  1912.  29.3  in 
1 901  ;  in  November,  8  inches  in  1909,  7.2  inches  in  1903;  in  December,  16.5 
inches  in  1909,  14.2  inches  in  1902.  and  14. 1  in  191 1.  During  the  years 
1899,  1900,  1 901,  and  1902  no  snowfall  was  noted. 
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COLD  MONTHS. 


In  each  of  the  years  1900,  1902,  1903,  1904,  1906,  1908.  and  1910  there 
were  31  days  in  January,  or  every  day  in  the  month  when  the  temperature 
was  below  32  degrees.  Every  day  of  February,  1904,  the  temperature  was 
below  32  degrees. 


LEAST  SNOWFALL  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 


The  least  snowfall  for  January  in  the  years  1900-1914  was  .2  of  an 
inch  in  1903;  for  February,  1.7  inches  in  1904;  for  March,  only  a  trace  was 
reported  in  1902  and  none  in  1910;  for  191 4,  .3  of  an  inch. 

SNOWFALL  IN  IOWA  1 849- 1 868. 

(By  way  of  comparison.) 

From  the  recorded  observations  of  the  celebrated  Prof.  T.  S.  Parvin, 
formerly  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  now  deceased,  we  have  interesting 
data  on  the  weather  of  Iowa.  Previous  to  i860  these  observations  were 
made  at  Muscatine  and  since  that  date  at  Iowa  City.  From  Professor  Par- 
vin's  recorded  observations  the  following  record  of  snowfall  in  eastern  Iowa 
is  taken: 

Snowfall 

Year.  (in  inches) 

1849   9.41 

1850  7.90 

185 1   18.00 

1852   50.10 


1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1850 
i860 


.16.30 
.12.50 
.46.10 
-5440 
-35-10 
-37-40 
.34.82 
.56.05 


Year. 

1861   

1862   

1863   

1864   

1865   

1866   

1867   

t868   

Mean   

Least   

Greatest   61.97 


Snowfall 
(in  inches) 

 45.45 

 4865 

 45.46 

 18.27 

 18.73 

 29.64 

 61.97 

 19-33 

---33-23 
7.90 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  largest  snowfall  in  eastern  Iowa, 
according  to  these  observations,  was  in  1867.  with  a  total  of  61.97  inches. 
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The  second  largest  snowfall  was  in  i860,  with  a  total  of  56.05  inches.  The 
third  largest  snowfall,  54  04  inches,  came  in  the  celebnm  d  winter  of  1856, 
so  often  referred  to  by  pioneers  of  Shelby  county. 

HAH.  STORMS. 

Shelby  county  has  had  some  very  destructive  hail  storms  in  her  his- 
tory. In  July,  1874,  one  of  the  worst  of  these  hail  storms  passed  through 
Cass,  Washington  and  Grove  townships.  The  Shelby  County  Record,  quot- 
ing as  its  authority  B.  F.  Lelatld,  a  well  known  pioneer  for  whom  Leland's 
Grove  was  named,  says  of  the  storm  in  Cass  township: 

"The  storm  was  very  severe,  entirely  destroying  the  crops  of  Jona- 
than Bullard,  Charles  LeMay  and  David  Hall;  nearly  all  of  the  crops  of 
William  Williams,  J.  J.  Copeland,  John  Burks.  Thomas  Bell,  Abner  Cope- 
land,  John  Leytham,  Richard  Leytham  and  William  Askwith,  while  that  of 
Mr.  Shakelton  was  partially  destroyed,  and  the  crops  of  Mr.  Leland,  Mr.  Hal- 
liday  and  Mr.  Sedan  were  slightly  damaged.  The  storm  in  the  locality  named 
was  probably  the  most  severe  that  has  visited  western  Iowa.  While  the  de- 
struction it  has  caused  will  be  severely  felt  by  all  who  suffered  from  it,  the 
effects  will  be  most  severely  felt  by  those  who,  like  the  majority  of  our  citi- 
zens, have  payments  to  meet  upon  their  lands  and  were  depending  upon  their 
crops  to  do  so." 

Continuing,  the  same  paper  gives  authority  for  the  statement  that  hail- 
stones in  some  instances  weighing  five  pounds  fell  in  this  storm  and  states 
that  this  matter  was  well  authenticated  and  that  these  stones  pushed  through 
shingles,  the  sides  of  houses,  and  crushed  through  the  sides  of  animals.  Re- 
ferring to  the  same  storm  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  county,  the  paper  says: 

"In  Grove  township  the  hail  storm  in  many  cases  finished  what  the 
grasshoppers  commenced,  and  the  losers  must  feel  especially  favored  with 
misfortunes.  Thirty-one  window  lights  were  broken  in  one  house.  I^irge 
numbers  of  swine  and  chickens  were  killed,  and  persons  caught  out  in  the 
storm  were  forced  to  cover  their  heads  with  valises,  blankets,  etc.,  and  even 
then  got  severe  bruises." 

Cass  township,  on  June  1.  1883.  suffered  another  severe  storm,  which, 
it  was  estimated,  did  ten  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  damage  to  corn  in  that 
township  alone.  Jefferson  township,  so  William  Woostcr  states,  had  a 
severe  hail  storm  on  August  6,  1883.    This  also  damaged  Polk  township. 

On  August  17,  1877,  there  was  a  very  destructive  hail  storm  in  Polk 
township.    A  Harlan  paper  of  the  time  has  this  to  say  of  it: 
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"I.ast  Friday  afternoon,  the  southwest  corner  of  Polk  township  was 
visited  by  a  severe  hail  storm  which  almost  entirely  destroyed  about  five 
hundred  acres  of  corn.  The  principal  sufferers  are  John  Harris,  Shelton 
Gaer,  H.  M.  Snyder,  J.  M.  Longcor.  William  Pearson,  Mr.  Smith,  Enos 
Crum,  Lysander  Sweat  and  E.  Myers.  Every  tassel  and  blade  was  stripped 
off  the  stalks  and,  as  much  of  the  corn  was  only  in  roasting  ear,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion if  it  is  not  entirely  ruined.  Hail  stones  fell  to  the  depth  of  three  to 
four  inches  and  some  of  them  were  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter." 

Late  in  August,  1874,  there  was  a  hail  storm  in  the  settlement  north  of 
Irwin.  Monroe  township,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  suffered  a  very  de- 
structive hail  storm. 

On  Thursday  night,  July  14.  1892,  a  hail  storm  a  short  distance  north 
of  Irwin  damaged  crops;  the  crops  of  Fred  Renfeldt,  Henry  Jessen  and 
Rev.  Farrell  were  totally  destroyed  and  others  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood were  more  or  less  damaged  by  the  storm. 

There  was  a  severe  hail  storm  in  the  eastern  part  of  Shelby  county, 
July  20,  1903 ;  the  losses  in  Polk,  Jackson  and  Clay  townships  were  especial- 
ly heavy. 

On  July  18.  1884,  there  was  an  exceedingly  destructive  hail  storm  at 
Defiance  and  in  the  surrounding  country. 

TORNADOES. 

Shelby  county,  since  its  settlement  by  white  men,  has  experienced  at 
least  three  tornadoes  and  there  have  been  numerous  storms  of  that  character 
of  very  limited  area,  such  as  the  one  that  about  ten  years  ago  destroyed  the 
Ryan  school  house  in  Greeley  township,  smashing  it  into  kindling  wood,  but 
doing  no  other  damage  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  which  absolutely  demolished 
a  new  house  in  Center  township  belonging  to  Peter  Carl  in,  which  destruc- 
tion occurred  perhaps  twenty  to  twenty-five  years  ago.  The  first  real  tor- 
nado, however,  observed  by  residents  of  this  county,  occurred  in  June.  1866. 

TOKNADO  of  1866. 

This  tornado  passed  over  practically  the  same  course  as  that  of  191 3. 
The  damage,  of  course,  was  not  so  great,  owing  to  the  fact  that  but  little  of 
the  path  of  the  storm  was  then  occupied  by  settlers.  It  tore  the  house  of 
I.  P.  Wyland  into  kindling  wood.  He  then  lived  on  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Dan  Terrill  place  in  Center  township.    On  the  Jonathan  Wyland  farm. 


Digitized  by  Google 


58 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


where  T.  J.  Wyland  now  resides  in  Douglas  township,  the  house  was  moved 
eighteen  inches  off  the  foundation,  hut  otherwise  not  damaged.  The  house 
of  C.  J.  Wyland.  then  living  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  old  Boner  place 
in  Center  township,  was  moved  alxmt  fifty  or  sixty  feet  and  set  over  a  spring. 
Fortunately  no  lives  were  lost  in  this  storm. 

TORNA1X)  OF  1877. 

On  May  17,  1877,  a  very  destructive  tornado  originated  in  Shelby 
county,  about  four  miles  north  of  Shelby,  running  thence  in  a  northeasterly 
direction. 

The  Harlan  Herald  of  May  24.  1877,  George  1).  Ross,  editor,  de- 
scribed the  destruction  caused  by  this  tornado  as  follows:  "Last  Thursday 
evening,  about  six  o'clock,  we  were  vi*ited  by  one  of  the  most  terrific  storms 
that  ever  passed  over  this  county.  The  day  had  been  quite  pleasant  and 
every  one  was  hoping  that  the  weather  was  reallv  settled,  as  it  had  been 
raining  more  or  less  for  a  week  or  two.  The  wind,  which  had  been  in  the 
south,  shifted  to  the  southwest  and  a  great  black  cloud  made  its  appearance 
which  threatened  us  with  a  fearful  drenching,  and  we  were  not  disappointed, 
as  the  rain  soon  commenced  pouring  down  in  torrents,  literally  covering  the 
ground  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  inches  on  the  level  land,  the  earth  ap- 
pearing as  one  vast  sheet  of  water.  W  e  have  never  seen  so  much  water  fall 
in  the  same  length  of  time."    The  storm  lasted  perhaps  an  hour. 

Word  then  reached  Harlan  that  a  terrible  tornado  had  passed  to  the 
south  of  town.  The  two  physicians  of  Harlan,  Dr.  R.  M.  Smith  (father 
of  \V.  T.  Smith,  of  Harlan)  and  Dr.  F.  A.  Raver,  with  many  other  citi- 
zens, went  to  the  scene  of  the  storm.  The  editor  of  the  Herald  visited  the 
scene  of  disaster  the  next  morning  and  obtained  information  from  the  heads 
of  the  families  that  were  in  the  path  of  the  storm.  From  the  information 
obtained,  the  Herald  states  that  the  storm  l>egan  about  four  miles  north  of 
Shelby  Station  (now  the  town  of  Shelby)  ami  bore  to  the  north,  later  pass- 
ing east,  and  that  the  path  of  the  storm  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
width.  The  first  damage  done  was  on  the  premises  of  C.  J.  Byam.  where 
corn  cribs,  fencing,  etc..  were  destroyed.  Passing  to  the  east,  the  storm 
became  more  violent,  where  it  next  struck  the  residence  of  J.  O.  Ramsey, 
situated  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  36.  township  70  north,  range  39 
west  (Lincoln  township),  about  two  and  a  half  miles  south  atid  one-half 
mile  west  of  Harlan.  Mr.  Ramsey,  who  was  then  occupying  his  home  with 
his  wife  and  three  children,  had  come  from  Maryland  about  four  years  be- 
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fore.  He  was  at  the  barn  milking  when  he  saw  the  storm  approaching  and 
had  barely  time  to  reach  the  house  when  the  storm  struck  it. 

Continuing,  the  Herald  says:  "With  the  aid  of  his  wife,  he  (Ramsey) 
succeeded  in  getting  the  door  barred  when  the  house  was  lifted  from  its 
foundation  and  carried  into  the  air:  this  is  the  last  recollection  any  of  the 
family  have  until  Edith  Alena,  the  eldest  daughter,  being  the  least  injured 
(her  right  arm  slightly  hurt),  found  herself  several  rods  from  where  the 
house  had  stood.  She  says  that  she  discovered  her  father,  unconscious, 
about  ten  rods  from  the  house  lying  on  a  log  with  his  hands  over  his  face. 
When  she  went  to  him  he  came  to,  but  he  doesn't  recollect  anything  that 
transpired  for  some  time,  but  Edith  said  he  went  to  his  wife,  who  was  far- 
ther down  the  hill  and  still  insensible,  picked  her  up  and  carried  her  to  the 
pump  and  washed  the  blood  from  her  face.  The  other  two  children  were 
found  and  all  started  for  Mr.  Casey's  house,  half  a  mile  west.  Mr.  Ram- 
sey was  severely  bruised  about  the  face,  but  not  seriously  hurt.  Mrs.  Ram- 
sey had  her  face  badly  cut,  arm  hurt,  three  ribs  broken,  and  the  physician 
says  he  fears  she  is  injured  internally,  and  is  at  present  in  a  critical  condi- 
tion, but  hopes  are  entertained  of  her  recovery.  Evelyn,  a  little  girl  eight 
years  old,  received  an  unsightly  cut  above  the  left  eye.  The  little  boy, 
James,  aged  seven  years,  was  cut  on  the  top  and  side  of  the  head  and  had  one 
arm  severely  sprained. 

"The  storm  next  struck  the  bouse  occupied  by  C.  O.  Ashmore,  which 
was  situated  across  the  road  about  twenty  rods  north  of  where  Mr.  Ram- 
sey s  stood.  In  this  family  were  Mr.  Ashmore  and  wife,  son  and  daughter, 
both  grown  up.  They  discovered  the  storm  approaching  in  time  to  repair 
to  the  cellar.  After  the  house  had  been  carried  away  they  remained  uncov- 
ered and  a  wagon,  which  had  been  standing  a  few  rods  east  of  the  cellar  and 
which  was  swinging  around  the  circle,  tumbled  down  on  them,  falling  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  imprison  young  Ashmore  and  his  sister,  who  were  only  re- 
leased by  the  united  efforts  of  their  parents.  Mr.  Ashmore  escaped  unhurt; 
Mrs.  Ashmore  was  quite  severely  hurt  on  the  back  and  side  by  the  falling 
debris.  The  son  and  daughter  were  slightly  injured.  Mr.  Ashmore  is  a 
poor,  hard-working  man  on  the  shady  side  of  fifty;  he  came  to  this  country 
from  Kansas  a  year  or  two  ago.  The  property  he  was  occupying  lielonged 
to  A.  S.  Livingston — hence  the  report  that  Livingston's  house  was  destroyed. 
The  stabling  was  also  demolished  and  some  stock  injured.  Mr.  Ashmore 
had  some  money  in  a  valise,  he  says  he  don't  know  just  how  much,  but  less 
than  fifty  dollars.  The  satchel  was  found  next  day  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  from  where  the  house  had  stood.    It  had  been  cut  oi>en  and  the 
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money  taken  out.  Now  we  have  a  reasonable  amount  of  contempt  for  a 
thief ;  but  a  galoot  that  would  steal  the  last  dollar  from  a  man  who  had  no 
home  but  that  tendered  by  the  cold  charities  of  the  world,  ought  to  be  sent 
to  hell  a-fluking. 

"The  storm  crossed  the  'Botna  about  two  miles  south  of  town.  The 
river  here  is  fringed  with  a  narrow  belt  of  timber,  through  which  a  gap  was 
made  ;  many  large  trees  were  uprooted,  while  others  were  twisted  and  broken 
in  pieces.  The  next  house  in  its  course  was  owned  by  our  postmaster,  B.  I. 
Kijisey.  and  occupied  by  Michael  Headley.  There  were  in  the  house  at  the 
lime  the  storm  struck  it  Mrs.  Headley.  with  her  four  children,  Miss  Lizzie 
Forest  and  a  boy,  Clarence  Caleb,  who  was  working  for  Mr.  Headley.  Mrs. 
Headley  was  in  bed  with  her  infant  which  was  only  three  days  old — born 
Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Headley  was  at  the  barn  and  when  he  discovered 
the  storm  coming  attempted  to  reach  the  house,  but  was  unable  to  do  so. 
This  house,  like  the  others  mentioned,  was  torn  into  a  thousand  fragments. 
Mrs.  Headley  was  found  lying  on  her  bed  a  few  feet  from  the  side  of  the 
building  with  her  three  children  standing  near  her.  It  appears  that  the 
feather  bed  had,  by  some  mysterious  means,  got  out  from  under  her  and 
left  her  on  the  straw  tick.  Mr.  Headley  made  his  appearance  as  soon  as 
he  could  extricate  himself  from  a  stack  of  hay  that  had  been  blown  on  him 
and  asked  his  wife  if  she  was  hurt,  she  replied,  "No.  not  much,  but  where 
is  my  baby?"  She  was  carried  to  a  hay  stack  and  covered  with  hay,  and 
as  soon  as  possible  was  taken  to  Mr.  Forest's,  a  short  distance  away.  Upon 
examination,  the  three  children  were  found  to  be  all  right  except  a  few  slight 
bruises.  Miss  Forest  escaped  unhurt.  The  boy,  Caleb,  received  a  severe 
cut  in  the  shoulder  with  glass.  Search  was  at  once  instituted  for  the  baby, 
which  was  not  found  until  the  next  morning  about  six  o'clock.  James 
Forest,  Jr.,  found  the  little  thing  lying  in  a  furrow,  about  seventy-five  yards 
from  where  the  house  had  stood.  It  was  covered  with  mud  and  trash  and 
had  received  several  ugly  cuts  and  bruises  which  in  all  probability  caused 
its  death.  One  of  the  pillows  which  were  on  the  same  bed  with  the  baby 
was  picked  up  two  and  a  half  miles  away. 

"Mrs.  Headley  has  been  removed  to  town  and  is  now  stopping  at  Mr. 
Kinsey's;  she  is  getting  along  finely,  able  to  sit  up  and  write  letters.  Mr. 
Headley  came  to  Shelby  county  three  years  ago  from  Ohio. 

"From  the  Headleys'  to  the  next  and  last  place  where  we  learn  of 
much  damage  being  done  ir>  an  o]>en  prairie  and  about  one  mile  north  and 
two  east  it  struck  P.  G.  Errett's  buildings.  This  family  saw  the  storm  ap- 
proaching in  time  for  the  most  of  them  to  get  into  the  cellar.    Mr.  Errett 
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has  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  were  at  home.  Freddie,  a  little  boy  about 
two  years  old,  was  sleeping  upstairs,  and  had,  it  seems,  been  forgotten,  when 
the  elder  daughter,  Sarah,  started  to  get  him.  She  was  starting  down 
stairs  with  him  in  her  arms  when  the  house  was  picked  up  by  the  wind, 
carried  over  the  tops  of  some  trees  near  by  and  torn  to  pieces  about  fifty 
feet  from  where  it  had  stood.  Two  other  little  boys  were  standing  on  the 
cellar  steps  and  were  carried  with  the  house,  but,  strange  to  say,  none  of 
them  were  injured  to  any  great  extent.  The  rest  of  the  family  were  left 
in  the  cellar  uninjured.    Mr.  Errett  is  one  among  our  best  citizens. 

"Here  the  course  of  the  storm  seemed  to  turn  to  the  east  and  no  dam- 
age is  reported,  except  to  fencing,  for  about  four  miles,  where  it  struck 
Alex.  Philson's  house,  but  whether  it  had  lost  its  force  or  only  the  edge 
of  the  whirlwind  struck  it  we  are  unable  to  learn.  It  moved  his  house  a 
few  inches  on  the  foundation.  The  four  houses  which  were  torn  in  pieces 
were  used  about  in  the  same  style  and  a  description  of  one  would  suffice  for 
all.  To  illustrate  the  force  of  the  storm,  we  might  mention  that  a  piece  of 
sill  of  Mr.  Errett's  house  was  driven  into  the  hard  prairie  soil  about  ten  feet. 
Household  goods  and  pieces  of  buildings  were  scattered  promiscuously  along 
the  course  of  the  storm.  The  furniture  in  all  the  houses  was  completely 
demolished;  in  fact,  everything  was  destroyed  but  the  families,  and  their 
escape  seems  almost  providential." 

O.  P.  Wyland  tells  me  that  he  was  told  by  his  father,  I.  P.  Wyland, 
that  when  they  came  to  Bowman's  grove  in  the  late  fifties,  there  was  a  strip 
of  land  running  southwest  to  northeast  through  the  timber  of  that  grove 
slightly  north  of  what  was  later  known  as  the  J.  J.  Miller  farm,  where  the 
old  trees  were  torn  down  and  lying  on  the  ground,  and  a  growth  of  new 
trees  had  sprung  up.  This  tornado  undoubtedly  came  through  the  county 
at  a  time  when  there  were  no  white  men  here. 

TORNADO  OF  I913. 

By  far  the  worst  tornado,  however,  the  county  has  ever  experienced, 
so  far  as  men  know,  was  that  of  Easter  Sunday,  March  23,  191 3.  This 
storm  struck  Shelby  county  late  in  the  evening,  one  branch  of  it  beginning 
to  do  damage  near  the  poor  farm,  about  three  miles  south  of  Harlan,  and 
continuing  to  wreak  great  havoc  in  a*  northeasterly  direction  through  Cen- 
ter, Douglas  and  Polk  townships.  Another  branch  of  the  storm  damaged 
houses  and  barns  and  destroyed  trees  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  and 
southeast  of  Defiance,  and  in  various  parts  of  Westphalia  and  Union  town- 
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ships,  running  thence  in  a  northeasterly  direction.  There  were  other  iso- 
lated instances  of  damage  by  the  storm  on  this  same  evening  at  various 
places  in  the  county.  This  tornado  was  a  part  of  the  terrible  storm  which 
killed  nearly  a  hundred  persons  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  demolished  six  hundred 
houses  and  partially  destroyed  or  badly  damaged  eleven  hundred  twenty- 
nine  others.  In  considering  this  storm,  therefore,  there  is  incorporated  in 
this  description  much  of  what  was  soon  at  Omaha  by  trained  observers, 
because  it  is  likely  that  the  phenomena  noticed  there  were  characteristic 
of  the  storm  here. 

The  Shelby  County  Republican  of  March  27,  1913,  contained  the  fol- 
lowing very  complete  account  of  the  tornado  in  Shelby  county: 

"Sunday  was  a  fairly  warm  day,  dropped  down  in  the  midst  of  a  season 
that  has  been  colder  than  usual  for  the  time  of  the  year.  AH  day  quick- 
flying  clouds  raced  across  the  sky  northward.  During  the  afternoon  the 
clouds  thickened  and  increased  their  speed,  and  their  under  surfaces  were 
tinged  by  the  sickly  green  color  which  presages  storm. 

"Near  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  Postmaster  Reynolds,  noticing  the 
portentous  weather  conditions,  'phoned  to  an  assistant  at  the  postoffice, 
where  the  official  barometer  is  kept,  asking  for  a  statement  as  to  its  read- 
ing. At  that  time  it  registered  20  22.  It  may  have  been  lower,  or  gone 
lower  later  on.  In  any  event,  that  reading  was  almost  a  full  inch  below  nor- 
mal and  indicated  that  this  locality  was  right  in  the  midst  of  a  danger  zone. 

"Rain  began  to  fall  in  the  neighborhood  of  six  o'clock.  The  fall  in- 
creased in  intensity,  accompanied  by  a  considerable  electric  display  and  some 
hail.  Between  six  and  seven,  two  considerable  tornadoes  chased  across 
Shelby  county.  The  more  destructive  one  started  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  county  farm  and  tore  away  across  Center  and  Polk  townships,  disap- 
pearing into  Audubon  county.  The  lesser  one  originated  in  Westphalia 
township,  preceded  northeast  through  Union  and  Greeley,  and  continued 
through  into  Crawford  county. 

"The  path  of  the  storm  through  Center  and  Polk  townships  is  clearly 
defined,  and  is  marked  by  wrecked  homes,  barns,  outbuildings,  uprooted 
or  broken  trees,  and  all  the  other  evidences  of  the  destruction  worked  by 
the  demons  of  the  air  when  they  get  busy. 

"At  the  poor  farm  outbuildings  were  wrecked,  trees  were  uprooted  or 
broken,  the  brick  walls  of  the  home  were  cracked,  and  the  premises  were 
Strewn  With  debris. 

"This  condition  marks  practically  all  the  territory  from  that  point  to 
the  home  of  J.  C.  Xyrup.    At  the  Nyrup  place  a  large  barn  was  demolished, 
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and  practically  all  the  buildings  except  the  house  were  destroyed.  Mr.  Ny- 
rap  and  his  men  were  in  the  barn  when  it  went,  and  had  a  miraculous  escape. 

"All  the  barns  on  the  Nels  Mathiesen  place  were  wrecked,  together 
with  the  outbuildings  and  trees.  C.  N.  Stoffersen  lost  a  big  barn  and  a  sec- 
ond was  unrooted.  The  fine  new  home  withstood  the  blast  without  injury. 
Everything  on  the  Wickersham  place,  occupied  by  O.  G.  Ruffcorn,  was 
taken  except  the  house.    All  these  people  escaped  injury. 

"A  cattle  barn  was  destroyed  at  the  C.  W.  Daws  place,  the  fine  ever- 
green grove  was  badly  broken,  and  the  farm  was  strewn  with  debris.  Roy 
Daws  was  in  the  barn  when  it  was  wrecked.  The  building  was  simply  lifted 
and  carried  away,  leaving  the  cattle  standing  in  their  stalls.  Roy  hiked  for 
the  house  and  was  struck  by  a  flying  timber  as  he  ran.  The  timber  took  him 
broadside  on.  Had  it  come  head  on,  it  no  doubt  would  have  gone  through 
him.  He  was  considerably  bruised.  Next  morning  the  debris  was  two 
feet  deep  over  some  of  the  ground  he  ran  over. 

"N.  E.  Juhl's  house  was  carried  from  the  foundation  and  one  end  of  the 
barn  was  blown  in.  Little  damage,  save  the  destruction  of  some  smaller 
buildings,  was  done  at  the  II.  W.  Littleton  farm.  The  large  plate  glass 
windows  were  blown  in  and  when  this  happened  Mrs.  Littleton  joined  the 
rest  of  the  family  in  the  cave,  ("enter  school  house,  Center  township,  was 
almost  entirely  destroyed.  The  wall,  almost  intact,  lies  leaning  upon  and 
alxwe  the  foundation.  The  balance  of  the  building,  torn  into  splinters,  was 
scattered  over  the  surrounding  country.  A  barn  was  unroofed  at  the  south 
place  on  the  Gooding  farm,  occupied  by  George  Terkelsen,  but  the  home 
escaped.  Some  barns  were  also  unroofed  at  the  George  H,  Miller  home 
farm. 

"The  north  place  on  the  Gooding  farm,  occupied  by  Marinus  Terkelsen, 
was  swept  clean.  House,  barn,  outbuildings,  trees,  cribs,  stacks,  everything 
went.  The  family  had  just  gotten  into  the  cave  as  the  house  went,  arid  a 
big  tree  crashed  down  on  the  cave  door. 

"The  same  fate  attended  the  buildings  on  the  Mrs.  O.  O.  Morgan 
place,  occupied  by  W.  M.  Campbell  and  family.  The  men  folks  had  just 
come  in  from  doing  the  evening  chores.  Almost  without  warning,  there 
was  a  crash,  and  the  house  was  gone.  The  family  found  themselves  lying 
in  the  storm,  under  broken  roofs  and  timbers,  and  as  they  lay  some  of  them 
could  see  the  timbers  of  the  barn  and  even  the  horses  flying  over  their  heads. 
One  horse  was  carried  a  long  distance  and  dropped  upon  a  neighboring  hen 
house,  dead.    The  baby  was  carried  from  Mrs.  Campbell's  arms  and  dropped 
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in  the  orchard.  It  was  found  unhurt  afterward.  Their  escape  was  little 
less  than  miraculous. 

"The  twelve  inmates  of  the  Campbell  house  and  Marinus  Terkelsen  and 
family  found  their  way,  after  the  storm  had  abated,  to  the  home  on  the  south 
end  of  the  Gooding  farm,  where  they  spent  the  night.  Doctor  Smith  was 
called  about  seven  o'clock  to  go  out  and  attend  to  their  wounds.  Strange  to 
say,  of  the  eleven  members  of  the  family  hurt  in  some  way,  none  had  a  cut 
or  a  bruise  which  was  at  all  serious.  They  suffered  more  from  fright  and 
exposure  than  they  did  from  their  hurts.  All  the  outbuildings  and  the  roof 
of  the  barn  were  taken  at  the  Art  Erret  place.  The  roof  was  taken  from 
the  big  barn  on  the  J.  G.  Westrope  place. 

"The  principal  damage  in  the  whole  course  of  the  storm  was  suffered 
in  the  immediate  neigbl>orht>od  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  about 
a  mile  this  side  of  Bowman's  grove.  The  church,  the  homes  of  O.  B. 
1  leilin,  I.  N.  Morgan  and  Wallace  Hubbell  were  entirely  destroyed,  and 
many  barns  were  demolished.  On  the  G.  M.  Hubbell  place,  occupied  by 
Wallace  Hubbell  and  wife,  the  storm  made  a  clean  sweep — house,  barn  and 
everything  was  taken.  Mr.  Hubbell  and  his  family  were  thrown  out  in  the 
adjacent  yard.  As  soon  as  the  storm  abated.  J.  G.  Westrope  found  them 
and  took  them  to  his  home.    They  suffered  only  slight  bruises. 

"I.  N.  Morgan's  house  MifTered  a  like  fate,  except  that  the  kitchen  por- 
tion of  the  home  was  left  standing.  The  inmates  of  the  building  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  cellar  and  so  escaped  injury.  They  also  went  to  the  Westrope 
home  after  the  storm.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  which  stood  in 
the  Erret  field  some  ten  rods  east  of  the  Morgan  home,  was  entirely  destroyed. 
The  building  would  seem  to  have  been  driven  from  its  foundation  before  the 
storm.  The  front  end,  as  it  was  pushed  forward,  dug  deeper  into  the  soil 
until  it  could  go  no  further,  after  which  the  building  collapsed  and  its  debris 
was  scattered  over  the  field  for  a  half  a  mile  or  more.  Two  barns  were  de- 
stroyed at  the  X.  T.  Erret  home,  but  it  escaped  with  slight  injury.  The  pub- 
lic road  which  runs  through  the  Erret  place  was  so  blocked  with  fallen  trees, 
lumber,  hay  and  miscellaneous  debris  as  to  be  impassable  for  teams.  These 
were  compelled  next  day,  in  passing,  to  go  through  the  fields. 

"The  severest  loss  of  all  was  sustained  by  O.  R.  Heflin.  His  fine  new 
home  and  all  his  buildings  are  total  wrecks,  the  materials  of  w'hich  they  were 
composed  scattered  far  and  wide.  The  family  escaped  by  going  to  the  cellar. 
They  tried  first  to  go  to  the  cave  near  the  home,  but  could  not  open  the  doors 
to  get  in.    The  house  went  soon  after  they  got  to  the  cellar,  and  the  cellar 
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filled  with  debris  in  every  nook  and  corner  except  the  one  in  which  they 
happened  to  be.    It  was  a  tremendously  narrow  escape. 

"School  house  No.  1,  which  stood  across  the  road  from  the  Heflin  home, 
was  entirely  destroyed  and  the  debris  scattered  tor  a  long  distance.  The 
Swenson  home,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  Heflin  home,  was  pierced  by 
three  tree  trunks  which  were  dashed  against  it.  No  one  was  hurt.  Alvin 
Hess  had  two  large  barns  destroyed  entirely.  The  home  was  not  taken, 
but  it  was  pierced  in  several  places  by  timbers  which  came  flying  through  the 
air.  The  roof  was  removed  from  the  central  part  of  the  large  barn  on  the 
D.  Terrill  farm.  The  roofs  on  the  shed  parts  of  the  barn  were  not  taken. 
W.  H.  Barkman's  buildings  were  badly  damaged.  Some  slight  damage  was 
done  to  the  Hugh  Wyland  place,  bought  recently  from  Mat  Hansen.  No 
further  large  damage  was  done  until  the  storm  reached  Polk  township,  some 
distance  further  to  the  northeast. 

"The  storm  would  seem  to  have  been  quite  as  severe  in  Polk  as  it  was 
in  Center,  and  to  have  done  fully  as  much  damage.  It  continued  diagonally 
across  the  township,  taking  everything  in  its  path. 

"In  the  southwest  corner  of  the  township,  barns  belonging  to  the  old 
Sam  Michaelsen  place,  to  the  A.  A.  Mitten  home  place,  and  on  the  Nelson 
Hon  place  were  destroyed.  A  kitchen  and  outbuildings  were  taken  from 
the  Perry  Gaer  place.  The  Chris  Michaelsen  place,  west  of  Rcdline,  was 
badly  torn  up.  The  store  at  Redline,  owned  by  William  Roberts  and  his 
wife,  was  completely  destroyed.  The  family  were  in  the  building  at  the 
time,  but  escaped  injury  miraculously.  The  stock  of  goods,  especially  the 
dry  goods,  was  carried  for  a  long  distance,  and  next  morning  much  of  the 
calico  and  muslin  decorated  the  trees  in  a  nearby  grove.  The  Christian 
church  building  at  Redline  was  entirely  destroyed  and  scattered  over  much 
ground.  Raymond  Dent's  house  was  moved  and  his  barns  and  outbuildings 
destroyed.  Peter  Green  lost  his  barn,  James  Bartleson  lost  his  house  and 
bam,  and  a  child  and  Mrs.  Bartleson  were  considerably  hurt.  Jens  M. 
Anderson  lost  all  his  buildings  and  was  himself  pinned  under  the  ruins  of 
the  house.  He  was  in  feeble  health,  in  any  event,  and  could  not  stand  the 
injury,  shock  and  exposure.  He  died  Monday  and  was  buried  Wednesday 
from  the  Merrill's  Grove  church.  School  houses  Nos.  6  and  9  were  entirely 
destroyed  and  Nos.  5  and  8  were  much  damaged. 

"Clarence  Jacobsen  had  his  house.  l>arn,  silo  and  all  buildings  except  a 
small  summer  kitchen  torn  to  pieces  and  blown  away.  Mr.  Jacobsen  himself 
was  badly  cut  and  bruised.    One  son  had  an  ankle  sprained  and  was  cut 
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across  the  top  of  his  foot.  One  horse  and  a  number  of  hogs  were  killed  oil 
this  farm.  A.  C.  Anderson  had  two  large  new  hams  totally  demolished  and 
lost  several  head  of  stock.  Damage  was  also  done  to  the  house  and  barn 
of  Chris  Lansman.  lie  suffered  .t  had  scalp  wound  and  one  of  his  hoys 
had  a  collar  hone  broken.  Homer  Kaufman,  living  near  the  creamery,  had 
his  house  and  other  buildings  destroyed.  The  barn  and  other  outbuildings 
at  the  Liberty  Creamery  of  Peter  Peterson,  were  destroyed,  and  the  cream- 
ery taken  off  its  foundation.  The  house  of  Aron  McCuen  was  partly  de- 
stroyed and  other  buildings  demolished.  Jacob  OFen  had  a  barn  torn  down. 
Mr.  Nelson  had  a  broken  arm  and  a  bad  bruise  on  the  head.  Chris  Ander- 
son, Sr.,  had  a  barn  and  other  buildings  destroyed,  as  d«d  also  Chris  Ander- 
son, Jr.  Damage  was  also  done  on  the  Spiece  place  and  on  the  farms  of 
Soren  Hansen  ami  on  the  Arnev  place,  the  fiunderson  farm  and  also  ,>light 
damage  done  on  the  farms  of  Thomas  Willadsen  and  l-awrence  Olson. 

"In  Greeley  township  much  damage  was  done  to  barns  and  outbuildings 
on  the  following  places:  Arthur  Adams,  Mr.  Sleister,  Frank  Miller  and 
Messrs.  Kirschbaum.  Vrooman  and  W  etzel.  A  number  of  cattle  and  horses 
were  killed. 

"A  branch  of  the  storm  started  in  the  southwest  comer  of  Westphalia 
township,  continuing  in  a  northeaster!)  direction  until  it  disappeared  in  Craw- 
ford county  in  the  neighborhood  of  Astor.  The  following  named  persons 
had  damage  done:  John  Schmitz,  Kertha  Sondag.  Mr.  Lcenan,  Harney 
Kenkcl.  M.  J.  Langenfeld,  M.  Kimmen. 

"In  Union  township  damage  was  done  to  the  building"-  of  Peter  Mueller. 
A.  A.  Hulsebus.  Henry  Lamm,  Ceorge  H.  Miller  and  R.  Kir>chbaum.  The 
farm  home  on  the  Thomas  N'oonan  farm,  about  four  miles  west  of  Defiance, 
was  completely  demolished.    One  girl  in  the  family  was  slightly  injured. 

"Damage  was  done  also  on  the  farms  of  A.  A.  Hulsebus.  William  lvufT- 
corn,  Han  Quinn,  John  Hartman,  Harm  Hulsebus,  Alfred  Hulsebus,  Mr. 
Wirt/,  Joseph  Scheming." 

The  losses  of  a  large  insurance  asr-ociation  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for 
the  vear  J913,  covering  chiefly  the  storm  of  March  23,  were  as  follows  for  the 
counties  below  named:  (These  sums  are,  of  course,  far  short  of  the  actual 
damage  done.  )  Audubon.  $6,376.14,  Carroll.  $7,9«K>  70:  Franklin.  $12.- 
232.70;  Harrison.  $10.069.40 ;  Mills.  S7.0S9.32:  Pottawattamie,  $8,889.55: 
Shelby  county.  $48419.60.  These  figures  are  valuable  >imply  by  way  of 
comparison.  There  were  of  course  other  insurance  companies  sustaining 
heavy  losses. 

One  of  the  startling  things  of  the  storm  was  the  ex|>eriencc  of  David 
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Mason,  the  well  known  liveryman  of  Harlan.  He  was  returning  from 
Bowman's  grove,  where  he  had  been  to  take  a  teacher  out  to  her  country 
school,  and  was  coming  down  the  hill  west  of  Art  F.rret's  when  he  was  struck 
by  the  storm.  His  team  and  baggy  were  lifted  and  carried  over  an  adjoin- 
ing fence  and  Mr  Mason  was  dropped  in  the  road.  The  buggy  was  broken 
to  pieces  and  the  horses  ran  away.  Mr.  Mason  was  cut  and  scratched  in  a 
wire  fence  and  lay  there  under  the  fur  robe  until  the  storm  was  over. 

It  seems  very  wonderful  that  there  was  not  a  very  serious  loss  of  life. 
The  destructive  character  of  the  storm  made  it  easily  possible  that  there 
might  have  l>een  fifty  or  one  hundred  lives  lost.  The  cellars  were  used  a 
great  deal  and  this  accounts  for  the  saving  of  many  lives.  Only  about  two 
dozen  animals  were  killed.  Telephone  lines  were  badly  twisted  and  broken. 
Fences  were  completely  torn  down,  the  barbed  wire  lying  in  the  highways 
making  travel  difficult  and  dangerous.  Many  fine  groves  planted  by  prairie 
pioneers  were  permanently  damaged  or  destroyed,  and  many  a  gray-haired 
man  saw  ruined  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  the  results  of  a  lifetime  of  tree 
planting  and  careful  cultivation,  not  again  in  his  lifetime  to  be  fully  replaced. 
But  the  devastated  country  in  but  a  year's  time  has  rallied  in  a  way  to  com- 
mand one's  admiration  for  Shelby  county's  pluck  and  faith. 

UNITED  STATES  WEATHER   BUREAU   RECORDS  AND  OBSERVATIONS  OF  EASTER 

STORM,   19 1 3. 

So  destructive  was  the  tornado  of  March  23,  T914.  it  received  the  special 
attention  and  investigations  of  the  United  States  weather  bureau  and  through 
the  courtesy  of  Dr.  George  M.  Chappell,  director  of  the  Towa  weather  and 
crop  service,  and  of  postmaster  Reynolds,  local  observer,  the  author  is  en- 
abled to  give,  in  this  article,  the  results  of  such  investigations  by  the  bureau, 
including  local  data. 

At  Harlan  the  barometer  in  charge  of  postmaster  C.  A.  Reynolds  on 
March  22,  1913,  the  day  before  the  storm,  read  30.48  inches  and  on  March 
23,  in  the  evening  immediately  preceding  the  storm,  it  read  29.20.  A  read- 
ing of  30  inches  is  normal.  This  fall  in  the  barometer  was.  therefore,  un- 
usual and  signified  a  dangerous  condition  of  the  atmosphere.  During  the 
same  period  there  were  likewise  remarkable  conditions  of  temperature.  At 
Harlan  the  government  thermometer  on  March  22,  1913,  indicated  seven 
degrees  above  zero  and  on  March  23.  191 3.  at  seven  P.  M.  the  thermometer 
had  risen  to  seventy  degrees  above  zero,  which  was  an  extraordinary  rise, 
particularly  for  March. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  TORNADO   AT  OMAHA,   NEBRASKA,  OF  MARCH   2,},    IOT3,  BY 
L.  A.  WELCH..  LOCAL  FORECASTER.  U.  S.  WEATHER  BUREAU. 

The  tornado  that  passed  through  the  city  of  Omaha,  on  the  evening  of 
Easter  Sunday,  March  23,  1013,  v\as  undoubtedly  the  most  destructive  to 
life  and  property  that  ever  occurred  in  the  Missouri  valley  and  probably  one 
of  the  most  destructive  in  the  history  of  the  country.  The  storm,  attended 
by  a  pendant,  funnel-shaped  cloud,  first  struck  the  city  at  its  extreme  south- 
west limit,  Fifty- fourth  and  Frances  streets,  and  the  storm  track  extended 
from  that  point  northeast  across  the  western  and  northern  portions  of  the 
city  to  Cut  Off  lake,  which  is  located  near  the  Missouri  river  and  in  the  ex- 
treme northeast  portion  of  the  city.  The  length  Gf  the  tornado  path,  between 
the  points  named  l>eing  about  five  miles,  and  its  width,  in  the  line  of  destruc- 
tion across  the  city,  varied  from  about  one-fifth  to  one-fourth  of  a  mile. 
The  length  of  time  consumed  in  the  passage  of  the  tornado  across  the  city 
can  not  be  exactly  ascertained,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  about  thirteen  minutes. 
The  funnel  cloud  passed  Fortieth  and  Farnum  streets  at  5 :4Q  P.  M.  and 
Twenty-fourth  and  Lake  streets  at  5  155  P.  M..  having  traveled  slightly  more 
than  two  miles  during  that  interval.  The  distribution  of  the  wreckage  and 
debris  leaves  unmistakable  evidence  of  rotary  winds,  am!  the  presence  of  a 
whir!  in  the  cloud  at  the  jx>ints  in  the  path  where  the  greatest  violence  was 
shown  and  the  greatest  destruction  occurred;  this  was  particularly  the  case 
at  the  Sacred  Heart  Convent,  at  Thirty-sixth  and  Rurt  streets,  in  Remis 
Park,  and  at  Twenty-fourth  and  Lake  streets.  At  other  points  along  the 
path,  in  the  more  open  places,  the  wreckage  and  debris  lay  in  a  general 
direction  coincident  with  the  path,  that  is.  from  the  southwest  to  the  north- 
east. A  terrific  grinding,  roaring  noise  that  was  distinctly  heard  several 
blocks  distant  from  the  path  accompanied  the  storm. 

The  total  nutnl>er  of  persons  killed  in  Omaha  was  ninety-four  ;  this  in- 
cludes those  instantly  killed,  and  those  whose  deaths  resulted  from  injuries 
received.  The  numl>er  of  persons  seriously  and  slightly  injured  will  run 
into  the  hundreds  The  greatest  number  of  persons  killed  in  any  locality 
was  in  the  vicinity  of  Twenty-fourth  and  Lake  streets;  that  section  being 
the  most  thickly  populated,  and  the  houses  there  being  of  poorer  construction, 
were  generally  completely  demolished.  The  number  of  animals  killed  was 
thirty-three  horses,  four  cows  and  five  mules.  The  number  of  houses  com- 
pletely demolished  was  six  hundred,  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  were  partially  destroyed  or  badly  damaged.    The  estimated 
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property  loss,  including  homes,  furniture,  personal  property,  wiring,  poles, 
street  cars,  trees,  fences,  etc.,  is  about  three  and  one-half  million  dollars. 

The  following  meteorological  conditions  were  noted  in  connection  with 
the  passage  of  the  storm,  it  being  borne  in  mind  that  this  station  for  which 
the  data  are  given  is  southeast  of  and  about  one  and  one-fourth  miles  distant 
from  the  nearest  point  within  the  path  of  the  tornado.  The  barometer  which 
had  begun  to  fall  on  the  22d,  continued  to  fall  steadily  during  the  day  up  to 
the  moment  of  the  passage  of  the  storm,  at  which  time  the  lowest  pressure 
was  recorded,  then  the  pressure  began  to  increase  rapidly  with  marked 
fluctuations  in  its  movement  upward.  At  7  A.  M.  the  pressure  was  28.51 
inches;  at  noon,  28.36;  at  4  P.  M.  28.17.  The  lowest  pressure,  27.93,  was 
recorded  as  the  tornado  passed,  and  at  7  P.  M.  it  had  increased  to  28.12. 
At  7  A.  M.  the  temperature  was  40  degrees,  and  continued  rising  until  4 
P.  M..  when  the  minimum  for  the  day,  68  degrees,  occurred.  The  sky  was 
overcast  from  the  early  morning  with  cumulo-stratus  clouds,  until  the  middle 
of  the  afternoon  when  for  an  hour  or  so,  it  was  only  partly  obscured.  About 
4 130  P.  M.  the  sky  again  became  overcast,  and  grew  more  and  more  threaten- 
ing and  ominous  in  appearance  until  the  terrible  storm,  approaching  from  the 
southwest,  burst  upon  the  city.  At  5:10  P.  M.  distant  thunder  was  heard, 
and  rain  began  to  fall  which  continued  until  7:35  P.  M.,  falling  heavily  at 
intervals,  small  hail  mingling  with  the  rain  from  5  .40  P.  M.  to  5  :50  P.  M. 
The  prevailing  wind  for  several  hours  preceding  the  storm  was  from  the 
south,  but  for  a  period  of  fifteen  minutes  before  the  storm  struck  it  became 
very  changeable,  with  increasing  velocity,  and  blew  from  all  directions,  but 
the  general  direction  maintained  during  the  passage  of  the  tornado  was  from 
the  southwest.  The  extreme  velocity  of  the  wind  recorded  at  the  station 
during  the  storm  was  thirty-four  miles  an  hour,  occurring  at  6:17  P.  M. 

As  a  further  description  of  the  meteorological  elements  accompanying 
the  tornado,  there  are  included  herein  the  notes  of  the  observations  made  by 
Prof.  A.  E.  Schmitt,  a  meml>er  of  the  faculty  of  Creighton  Universitv,  who 
kindly  furnished  them,  and  as  the  university  from  which  his  ol>servations 
were  made  is  located  at  Twenty-fifth  and  California  streets,  or  within  eight 
blocks  of  the  tornado  path,  it  is  thought  that  his  observations  would  add  to 
the  value  of  this  report.    Professor  Schmitt  says : 

"My  attention  was  first  called  to  the  gathering  of  a  storm  at  4 .30  P.  M. 
when  the  cirrus  sheet,  which  was  spreading  across  the  sky.  were  covered  by 
the  cirrus,  and  a  few  scattered  fractocumuli  were  scudding  at  a  moderate 
altitude  from  southwest  to  northeast.  At  about  5:10  a  light  rumble  of 
thunder.    There  were,  however,  as  far  as  T  saw.  no  passages  of  lightning 
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between  clouds  and  earth  at  any  time  before  the  tornado  passed.  At  approxi- 
mately 5:30  the  clouds  had  lifted  from  the  horizon  everywhere,  except  for 
a  very  short  stretch  in  the  southwest.  This  last  fact,  the  peculiar  color  of 
the  clouds — a  muddy  buff — and  the  time  of  day  led  me  to  suspect  somewhat 
the  approach  of  a  tornado,  but  as  the  wind  had  shown  no  signs  of  veering, 
as  I  thought  it  should,  and  the  season  was  .so  early  for  a  storm  of  this  char- 
acter. I  abandoned  the  idea  and  returned  to  my  desk.  A  quarter  of  an  hour 
or  so  later  the  pronounced  strengthening  of  the  wind,  and  pelting  of  light 
hail  at  my  windows,  and  the  flickering  of  the  electric  light  brought  me  out 
once  more.  And  there  was  the  funnel-shaped  cloud  coming  down  the  hill 
southwest  of  us  at  about  Fortieth  street.  I  looked  at  my  watch — it  was  just 
5:49.  In  front  the  funnel  was  sharply  defined  even  to  the  very  ground  and 
its  circulation,  counter-clockwise,  upward  and  extremely  violent,  was  easily 
discernible.  On  either  side,  however,  and  in  the  rear,  rolling  clouds  of 
dust  and  \apor  hid  the  outlines  of  the  funnel. 

"I  timed  the  forward  progress  of  the  funnel  cloud  after  it  had  passed 
California  street  and  found  it  to  be  approximately  four  hundred  feet  per 
sixteen  seconds.  It  was  just  5:49  when  I  first  <aw  the  cloud  at  alxjut 
Fortieth  and  Farnutn  and  it  was  S'-SS  when  it  crossed  Twenty-fourth  street. 
It  moved  on  much  more  deliberately  than  1  had  expected,  the  lower  extremity 
dragging  considerably  behind  the  rest  of  the  cloud.  Tt  was  rather  dark  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  funnel,  hut  surprisingly  iight  outside  the  path. 
The  clouds  above  us  hung  very  low  and  rushed  by  at  great  speed,  but  showed 
no  gyratory  motion.  Immediately  behind  the  storm  the  sky  was  clear  up  to 
the  cirrus  sheet.  Above  the  funnel  the  cumulonimbus  was  banked  mountain 
high,  much  higher  than  1  have  ever  seen  it  after  the  passage  of  a  severe 
thunderstorm.  Before  long  streamers  of  mist  hung  down  almost  to  the 
ground.  At  the  same  time  the  clouds  over  Council  Bluffs  had  a  similar  ap- 
pearance." 

STORMS  IX  IOW A  ON   MARCH  23,  I9I3. 

During  the  evening  of  Easter  Sunday,  March  23,  191 3,  several  tor- 
nadoes moved  from  Nebraska  across  the  Missouri  river  into  Iowa.  In  a 
preliminary  report  on  the  general  weather  conditions  that  prevailed  in 
Nebraska  during  the  month  of  March,  the  section  director,  United  States 
weather  bureau,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  says: 

"There  was  a  rather  rapid  procession  of  warm  and  cool  periods,  due  to 
the  movement  of  energetic  cyclones  eastward,  with  the  center  near  this  sec- 
tion.   On  the  23d  one  of  these  was  central  over  southeastern  Nebraska  in 
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the  late  afternoon,  and  between  5  and  6  P.  M.  Several  distinct  tornadoes 
formed  and  moved  northeastward  across  the  eastern  part  of  the  state." 

The  storm  that  devastated  such  a  large  part  of  the  city  of  Omaha,  a 
report  of  which  is  given  in  the  preceding  article,  crossed  the  Missouri  river 
just  north  of  Council  Bluffs,  moving  northeastward  through  Pottawattamie 
county,  and  over  southeastern  Harrison.  Shelby,  Carroll,  Greene,  southern 
Webster,  Hamilton,  northwestern  Hardin,  Franklin,  Bremer,  Fayette,  south- 
eastern Winnebago,  northeastern  Clayton  and  Allamakee.  Another  storm, 
which  originated  near  Bellevue,  Nebraska,  crossed  the  river  near  Lake 
Manawa,  just  south  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  moved  northeastward  up  Mosquito 
creek,  and  west  of  Harlan,  Shelby  county.  The  storm  that  passed  through 
Berlin,  Nebraska,  and  Mills  county,  Iowa,  crossed  the  river  south  of  Pacific 
Junction  and  moved  northeastward  over  Mills  and  Pottawattamie  counties, 
and  east  of  Harlan,  Shelby  county.  A  fourth  storm,  or  the  Yutan,  Nebraska, 
tornado,  crossed  the  river  near  DeSoto  on  the  Nebraska  side  into  Harrison 
county,  Iowa,  near  California  .Junction,  thence  northeastward  across  the 
county.  Another  tornado  is  reported  from  Burt  county,  Nebraska,  which 
may  have  crossed  the  river  north  of  Tekamah,  Nebraska,  into  Monona 
county.  Iowa,  but  if  so  it  was  too  high  to  have  caused  much,  if  any  damage. 
While  all  of  these  storms  were  undoubtedly  typical  tornadoes  in  Nebraska, 
most  of  the  manifestations  on  this  side  of  the  river  indicated,  over  the  larger 
part  of  these  courses,  straight  line  squalls.  The  storms  that  passed  north  of 
Council  Bluffs,  over  Lake  Manawa  and  through  Mills  county,  did,  however, 
show  tornadic  characteristics  through  a  part  of  their  course,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  after  passing  through  Shelby  county  the  funnel  clouds  did  not 
reach  the  earth,  although  the  tornado  roar  was  heard  up  in  the  clouds  all 
along  the  storm  track  to  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state.  Not  only  was 
the  roar  heard  along  the  main  course  of  the  storms,  but  it  attended  many 
local  storms  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  indicating  a  violent  disturbance 
above  the  earth.  The  several  storms  crossed  the  river  within  a  few  moments 
of  each  other.  The  Omaha  storm  struck  the  Towa  side  about  6  P.  M.  and 
the  I-ake  Manawa  and  Mills  county  storms  about  6:15  P.  M.,  and  the  dis- 
turbance passed  off  over  the  Mississippi  river  about  midnight.  During  those 
hours,  severe,  and  in  many  places  destructive,  wind  squalls  occurred  in  all 
parts  of  the  state  except  the  northwestern  counties,  as  shown  on  the  accom- 
panying chart,  the  original  of  which  was  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  a  local 
tornado  insurance  company.  As  said  before,  the  storms  in  Mills,  Pottawat- 
tamie. Shelby  and  eastern  Harrison  counties  were  undoubtedly  of  a  true 
tornadic  character,  and  in  those  counties  the  damage  done  was  great.  In 
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Pottawattamie  county  there  were  seventeen  people  kiilcd  at  Council  Bluffs, 
two  at  Weston,  two  at  Gilliat.  and  three  at  Neola.  In  Mills  county  there 
were  five  killed  near  Glemvood,  and  in  Harrison  county  there  were  two  killed 
at  Logan  and  two  at  Beebetown,  making  a  total  of  thirty-three  killed,  and 
there  were  more  than  one  hundred  injured.  The  property  loss  in  the  state 
is  estimated  to  be  more  than  one  million  dollars. 

The  morning  weather  map  of  March  23d  showed  a  well  defined  area  of 
low  barometric  pressure  over  Colorado,  moving  east  or  a  little  north  of  east. 
The  center  of  this  disturbance  crossed  the  Missouri  river,  north  of  Omaha  a 
few  minutes  after  the  passage  of  the  tornado.  Over  Iowa  the  atmospheric 
pressure  decreased  all  day,  or  until  after  the  passage  of  the  storm  center, 
which  crossed  the  Missouri  river  about  6  P.  M.  and  the  Mississippi  river 
about  midnight  The  temperature  was  moderately  low  during  the  forenoon 
but  rising  slowly  until  about  4  P.  M.  when  it  began  rising  rapidly,  attaining  a 
maximum  at  Des  Moines  of  sixty-six  degrees  at  Xi^o  P.  M.  Rapid  changes 
in  cloudiness  were  observed  from  4  130  P.  M.  to  8  P.  M.,  accompanied  by  in- 
creasing wind  velocity,  falling  barometer  and  rapidly  rising  temperature. 
Just  preceding  the  passage  eastward  of  the  storm  center,  severe  thunder- 
storms occurred. 

EARTHQUAKES. 

The  Harlan  Herald  is  authority  for  the  occurrence  of  a  slight  earth- 
quake shock  in  Shelby  county,  as  follows : 

"On  November  15.  1877,  a  slight  earthquake  was  felt  here  at  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M.,  local  time.  H.  S.  Mastiik  was  leaning  against  a  column  of 
the  porch  of  Stutsman's  store,  and  says  that  he  felt  three  distant  vibrations 
from  north  to  south,  lasting  but  a  few  seconds.  We  understand  that  other 
parties  felt  the  shock,  but  at  the  time  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter  with 
them.  One  man  thought  he  was  struck  with  the  palsv.  and  another  that  he 
was  top  heavy  without  any  known  cause.  These  things  make  us  think  that 
our  underpinning  may  be  knocked  from  under  us  at  any  time.  The  shock 
was  felt  in  Council  Bluffs,  Omaha,  Denison  and  Iowa  City." 
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FAUNA  AND  FLOIJA. 

The  fauna  of  western  Iowa,  including  Shelby  county,  based  upon  what 
would  seem  a  fair  conclusion  from  all  data  beginning  about  1800,  would 
undoubtedly  include  the  buffalo,  elk,  deer,  black  bear,  beaver,  otter,  occasion- 
ally an  ermine,  raccoon,  mink,  muskrat,  weasel,  badger,  large  striped  skunk, 
small  striped  skunk  ("civet  cat"),  swift  (a  species  of  fox),  timber  or  gray 
wolf,  black  wolf,  prairie  wolf,  lynx,  wildcat  (also  called  "bobcat"  by  the 
early  pioneers),  probably  an  occasional  panther,  the  opossum,  gray  squirrel, 
striped  squirrel,  chipmunk,  fox  or  timber  squirrel,  pocket  gopher,  gray 
rabbit,  or  "cottontail,"  jack  rabbit,  or  prairie  hare,  mud  turtle,  clam,  the 
small  catfish,  known  as  bullhead,  and  the  larger  species  known  as  channel 
catfish,  the  lizard  or  newt,  the  rattle-snake,  bull  snake,  blue  racer,  black 
water-snake,  dark  in  color,  found  around  ponds,  and  sometimes  attaining  the 
length  of  five  feet;  the  garter  snake,  viper,  etc.,  the  mallard,  teal,  and  other 
wild  ducks,  geese,  an  occasional  swan,  prairie  chicken,  quail,  wild  turkey,  etc. 

In  a  diary  kept  by  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition,  passing  up  the  Mis- 
souri river  less  than  fifty  miles  from  Shelby  county,  in  1804,  under  date  of 
July«  31  of  that  year,  it  is  recorded  that  deer,  turkeys,  geese,  beavers  and  cat- 
fish were  abundant,  and  that  a  "buffalo  fish"  was  seen.  One  beaver  was 
caught  alive  on  this  date.  The  diarist  continues :  "One  of  our  men  brought 
in  an  animal  called  by  the  Pawnees  'cho-cnrtoosh,'  by  the  French,  'blaireu,' 
or  badger."  It  also  appears  that  the  mem!)ers  of  the  expedition  saw  what 
they  called  grouse.  Another  animal  that  was  prevalent  and  active  enough 
to  receive  special  mention  was  the  mosquito,  which  was  said  to  "annoy  us 
very  much."  The  expedition  also  mentions  that  the  Indians  were  hunting 
elk  and  buffalo,  possibly,  for  all  we  know,  over  the  territory  now  known  as 
Shelby  county. 

In  a  diary  kept  by  John  James  Audubon,  the  famous  ornithologist,  then 
navigating  the  Missouri  on  a  scientific  expedition  chronicled,  under  date  of 
May  10,  1843,  n*s  arrival  at  Fort  Croghan  (later  Council  Bluffs),  where  the 
United  States  government  had  stationed  a  garrison  of  soldiers  to  protect  the 
Pottawattamie  Indians  from  the  Sioux.    This  fort  was  established  as  a 
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temporary  post  on  May  31,  1842,  midway  between  the  outlets  of  the  Boyer 
and  the  Mosquito  rivers,  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  present  city  of 
Council  Bluffs.  The  entry  in  the  diary  of  Audubon  continues:  "Fort  Crog- 
han  was  named  after  an  old  friend  of  that  name,  with  whom  I  hunted  rac- 
coons on  his  father's  plantation  in  Kentucky,  thirty-five  years  before.  His 
father  and  mine  were  well  acquainted,  and  fought  together  with  the  great 
Generals  Washington  and  Lafayette  in  the  Revolutionary  War  against 
'Merrie  England.'  The  paradt  ground  here  had  been  four  feet  under  water 
in  the  late  freshet."  Mr.  Audubon  further  records  the  fact  that,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  provisions,  the  officers  had  the  year  before  (1842)  sent  off 
twenty  dragoons  and  twenty  Indians  on  a  buffalo  hunt ;  and  that  in  this 
hunt,  within  eighty  miles  of  the  fort,  the  hunting  party  hud  killed  fifty-one 
buffaloes,  one  hundred  and  four  deer  and  eleven  elks.  If  this  hunt  covered 
the  sector  of  a  circle  with  a  radius  of  eighty  miles  or  even  very  much  less, 
sweeping  from  the  east  of  the  fort  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the  Mis- 
souri river,  it  would  have  covered  all  of  Shelby  county  and  it  is  not  outside 
of  the  range  of  possibility  that  some  of  this  game  was  pursued  and  killed 
along  the  branches  of  the  Nishnabotna  or  Mosquito  in  Shelby  county,  or  on 
her  prairie  ridges. 

So  far  as  the  author  has  ijeen  able  to  discover  by  interviews  with  several 
Shelby  county  settlers  of  the  fifties,  none  01  the  white  settlers  of  this  county 
ever  saw  or  hunted  the  buffalo  here.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
buffalo  roamed  through  the  timber  and  over  the  prairies  of  this  county  at 
some  period  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  white  man  to  make  his  home  in 
Shelby  county,  since  remains  of  the  animal  have  been  found  in  a  number  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  county.  C.  K  Dudley  of  Irwin.  Iowa,  a  local 
naturalist  of  much  ability,  has  a  very  well  preserved  skull  of  the  buffalo, 
which  was  found  one  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Irwin,  in  191 1  in  a  ditch  about 
fourteen  feet  deep  along  Elk  run.  While  excavating  for  a  pond  in  a  slough, 
which  years  l>efore  had  been  very  marshy.  J.  \V.  White,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, found  buffalo  horns  in  a  bed  of  jn-at  three  or  four  feet  below  the  sur- 
face, undoubtedly  the  remains  of  some  unfortunate  which  mired  and  lost  its 
life  in  the  bog. 

It  is  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to  note  that  the  records  of  an  ex- 
cellent observer  in  Sac  county,  but  one  county  north  of  Shelby,  show  that 
the  buffaloes  were  present  there,  only  as  stragglers,  however,  in  1854  when 
the  early  settlers  came  to  Sac  county.  He  also  reports  that  the  bones  of 
the  buffalo  are  often  found  there  in  wet  or  swampy  places  where  drainage 
ditches  are  constructed,  in  the  beds  of  lakes,  and  sometimes  plowed  up  on  the 
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prairies.  This  observer  states  that  a  three-year-old  buffalo  was  killed  in 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  in  January,  1858,  and  .that  three  others  were  killed  there 
about  the  same  time;  that  two  were  killed  near  Jefferson  in  i860,  and  that  a 
buffalo  was  seen  in  1863  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  and  three  miles  west 
of  Sac  City  ;  that  five  were  killed  near  I>ake  City  in  Calhoun  county  in  1862. 

By  the  way,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Shelby  township,  E.  A.  Collins, 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  by  placing  on  his  thousand-acre  ranch  in 
Shelby  township,  two  buffaloes  and  an  elk  in  1874.  The  Shelby  County  Rec- 
ord of  October  1,  1874,  refers  to  the  matter  thus: 

"Colonel  Collins,  of  Shelby  township,  has  received  two  yearling  buffaloes 
and  one  elk.  The  elk  he  keeps  in  an  inclosure  near  the  house,  but  the 
buffaloes  are  allowed  to  range  in  his  herd  of  two  hundred  cattle.  They 
always  remain  in  the  center  of  the  herd,  and  seefn  perfectly  at  home.  The 
first  day  they  were  put  with  the  cattle,  an  old  bull  stalked  proudly  up  to  the 
little  bull  buffalo  and  was  going  to  demolish  him.  But  the  little  fellow 
seemed  to  like  it  and,  lowering  his  head,  made  a  rush  for  the  gentleman  cow. 
Stopping  to  get  one  glance,  he  turned  and  fled,  thoroughly  frightened  and 
has  not  since  attempted  any  familiarity  with  the  humpbacked  strangers." 

Settlers  establishing  themselves  on  the  prairies  in  the  seventies  and 
earlier  in  Shelby  county,  found  many  elk  horns.  After  the  hard  winter  of 
1856  very  few  elk  were  seen  in  Shelby  county.  Elsewhere  in  this  work  is 
told  the  story  of  a  hunt  in  1856  participated  in  by  J.  B.  McConnell,  J.  B. 
Stutsman  and  others  from  Bowman's  Grove,  in  which  they  killed  an  elk  in 
Correction  Grove,  in  what  is  now  Clay  township.  The  largest  herd  of  elk 
of  which  there  is  any  record  in  the  county,  estimated  at  twenty-five  to  fifty, 
was  seen  and  slaughtered  on  the  ridge  l>etween  Bowman's  Grove  and  Mer- 
rill's Grove  in  the  winter  of  1856.  The  snows  of  1856  were  especially  deep, 
crusted  with  a  thin  ice.  and  it  is  said  that  the  elk  were  forced  south  by  the 
severe  winter  and.  coming  into  Shelby  county,  broke  through  the  snow, 
which  that  winter  was  three  feet  deep  on  the  level,  thus  falling  an  easy  prey 
to  hunters,  who,  it  is  said,  slaughtered  them  without  mercy. 

So  far  as  the  writer  has  l>een  able  to  learn,  the  last  elk  seen  in  Shelby 
county  were  on  the  Thomas  Darling  farm  in  1867,  about  three  miles  south- 
east of  Irwin.  Two  were  seen  at  this  time.  Deer  were  seen  in  Shelby 
county  in  the  late  seventies,  but  were  probably  not  found  after  that  time 
until  the  famous  herd,  kept  by  \V.  B.  Cuppy.  a  Cuppy's  Grove  pioneer,  at 
Avoca,  Iowa,  escaped  from  their  inclosures  and  established  themselves  in 
a  half-wild  state  in  the  native  timber,  brush  and  corn  fields  up  and  down  the 
'Botna  valley  between  Harlan  and  Avoca.  also  north  and  south  of  these 
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points.  Competent  observers  have  seen  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  in 
one  herd,  and  estimated  the  total  number  at  four  hundred  to  five  hundred 
head.  Philip  Armentrout,  now  of  Jefferson  township,  speaks  of  having,  on 
horseback,  in  1874,  pursued  four  deer  from  the  south  part  of  Jackson  town- 
ship up  to  a  point  near  where  John  C  Peterson  once  lived  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  the  Center  school  house  in  Jackson  township.  W.  IX  Fritz, 
son  of  John  Fritz,  a  well-known  pioneer,  speaks  of  having  seen  a  small  drove 
of  deer  on  the  ridge  where  Nick  Hess  lived  in  Jackson  township,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  Copenhagen  school  house,  in  the  year  1873 
or  1874. 

A  Harlan  newspaper  announced  that  on  March  24,  1877,  there  would 
be  a  general  wolf  hunt  on  the  Mosquito  in  Cass  township,  and  also  that  a 
Polk  township  man.  during  the  winter  of  1876  and  1877.  had  killed  eleven 
deer  and  trapped  two  hundred  muskrats  and  sixty  mink  during  the  same 
winter.  The  Slhlby  County  Record,  of  January  13.  1873,  contains  this 
item : 

"Deer  are  said  to  be  very  numerous  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county 
and  numbers  are  being  killed.  It  is  believed  they  have  been  driven  from  the 
north  by  the  inclement  weather.  Mow  we  would  extol  the  manifold  virtues 
of  someone  if  something  should  happen.''  A  Harlan  paper  states  that  in 
January.  187(1,  a  fine  buck,  weighing  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds 
dressed,  was  killed  in  Union  township. 

At  one  time  John  Burcham  pursued  up  what  was  then  a  slough,  now  in- 
cluded in  the  northwest  part  of  Harlan,  a  deer  which  ran  into  some  wild 
resin  weeds,  immediately  back  of  the  court  house,  which  stood  where  Hotel 
Harlan,  formerly  the  City  Hotel,*  now  stands.  Mr.  Burcham  shot  the  deer 
from  the  back  door  of  the  court  house,  which  brought  Milo  Adams,  then 
county  treasurer,  running  to  the  door  in  great  surprise,  and  with  rather 
harsh  words  on  his  lips.  He.  however,  forgave  Mr.  Burcham.  when  he  saw 
the  dead  game. 

The  writer  has  not  found  any  persons  who  ever  saw  the  black  bear  in 
Shelby  county,  but  the  existence  of  this  animal  at  Council  Bluffs,  about  1840, 
or  a  year  or  two  preceding  that  date,  is  affirmed  by  Father  DeSmet  in  his 
journal  kept  at  the  Catholic  mission,  which  later  became  Council  Bluffs. 
He  says:  "It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  bears  in  our  neighborhood,  but  this 
animal  will  seldom  attack  a  man  first,  though  he  will  defend  himself  when 
wounded.  Dated  July  20.  1838 — Nation  of  the  Potawatomies  at  Council 
Bluffs."  It  also  appears  from  the  diary  kept  by  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  garrison  stationed  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  that  a  black  bear  was  dis- 
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covered  on  the  prairies  between  Des  Moines  and  what  is  now  Sioux  City 
and  was  pursued  hy  a  number  of  soldiers,  about  1S35.  An  observer  in  Sac 
county  states  that  a  black  bear  in  1855  was  pursued  by  three  mounted 
hunters  from  south  of  Wall  lake  to  the  Boyer  river,  but  escaped.  The 
raccoon  seems  always  to  have  been  in  the  native  timber  of  Shelby  county  and 
the  beaver  was  common  in  the  fifties  in  Shelby  county,  and,  indeed,  much 
later. 

Beavers  built  dams  on  Elk  creek  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Irwin 
and  cut  all  the  large  willows  down  along  the  creek  in  1888.  Xick  Conlin 
caught  about  fifteen  that  year,  among  them  a  very  large  one,  weighing  fifty- 
five  pounds.  Mr.  Dudley  says  that  he.  himself,  saw  thirteen  at  one  time  by 
moonlight.  Prior  to  this  date,  there  was  a  colony  of  beavers  on  the  Xishna- 
lxitna  at  Kimball's  grove,  about  a  mile  or  so  northeast  of  Kirkman.  This 
colony  remained  but  one  summer  and  then  left.  An  otter  was  killed  by 
Thomas  Kimball,  Sr.,  near  Kirkman  as  late  as  1895.  \V.  P.  Kimball  secured 
an  otter  in  1866,  selling  the  skin  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for  ten  dollars.  He 
received  for  mink  skins  three  to  eight  cents,  muskrats  three  to  eight  cents, 
and  for  wildcats  fifty  cents  each. 

H.  L.  Wood,  at  one  time  editor  of  The  Shelby  County  Record,  who 
lived  in  Harlan  from  1865  to  1874,  speaks  of  having  found  a  fine  otter  in 
his  trap  on  the  Nishnabotna  near  Harlan  during  the  sixties.  C.  C.  Redfield 
caught  an  ermine  in  the  seventies  near  Harlan.  Henry  Custer  says  that  in 
the  late  fifties,  the  low  ground  in  the  Nishnabotna  valley,  east  of  where 
Harlan  now  stands,  was  dotted  thickly  with  muskrat  houses.  During  the 
early  seventies  and  before,  the  badger  was  very  common  on  the  prairies, 
usually  making  his  home  on  the  sharp  j>oints  of  the  hills  where  the  clay  was 
near  the  surface.  He  was  a  remarkably  fast  digger.  Dudley  says  that  the 
l>adger  is  still  found  in  Jefferson  township,  where  there  is  brush.  The  mink 
and  weasel  are  yet  found  here  and  probably  always  have  been  here.  The 
two  varieties  of  skunk  are  rather  common.  The  "swift."  or  "kit  fox"  some- 
times called  a  "kit."  was  more  or  less  common  here  during  the  fifties  and 
sixties,  and  the  minutes  kept  by  the  count)'  judges  and  county  clerk,  or 
auditor,  of  this  county  show  that  many  persons,  from  various  parts  of  the 
county,  received  bounties  for  the  scalps  of  these  animals.  The  same  records 
al>o  show  that  occasionally  a  citizen  would,  prior  to  1870,  bring  in  the  scalp 
01*  a  timber  wolf  and  receive  bounty  on  it. 

The  prairie  wolf  was  always  plentiful.  He  was  a  bold  fellow.  The 
author  has  often  seen  him  play  at  a  safe  distance  with  our  half-blood  shep- 
herd dog.  each  taking  turns  chasing  the  other  round  a  stack  of  prairie  hay 
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perhaps  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  house.  \t  uight  his  howling  was 
hideous  and  ominous,  often  answered  by  the  wail  of  the  family  dog.  Poultry 
was  always  in  danger  at  night  from  this  marauder.  He  is  surely  the  '  sur- 
vival of  the  tightest"  as  Supt.  A.  B.  Warner  used  to  say.  for,  despite  the 
price  placed  upon  the  head  of  himself  and  progeny,  he  is  yet  with  us.  devour- 
ing lamhs,  poultry,  young  pigs  and  the  lesser  wild  animals  yet  here.  To  get 
riil  of  him,  Shelhy  county  paid  in  bounties  in  un*),  $111:  in  1910,  $69;  m 
1912.  $78;  in  1913.  $127. 

In  the  late  fifties  and  also  in  the  sixties,  and,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  the 
early  seventies,  the  pioneers  of  Cuppv's  Grove.  Bowman's  drove,  Custer's 
Grove,  Howlett's  drove,  (ialland's  Grove,  Kimball's  or  Slates'  Grove,  and 
Leland's  Grove,  brought  in  the  hides  of  wildcats  or  "bobcats"  as  they  were 
commonly  called,  and  received  bounties  from  the  county  therefor.  One 
interesting  item  in  the  record  of"  the  county  judge  is,  a  charge  against  the 
county  of  Samuel  Dewell,  of  Galland's  Grove,  for  services  as  county  super- 
intendent of  schools  and  also  for  the  skin  of  a  wildcat  which  he  had  killed. 
He  was  duly  rewarded  for  his  manual  and  optic  training.  Bounties  have 
been  offered  at  different  times  to  encourage  the  destruction  of  the  pocket 
gopher,  for  instance  in  J909  the  county  paid  for  this  purpose  a  total  of 
$581.90  and  in  1910.  $43040.  Ir  is  likel)  that  he  is  more  numerous  now 
than  ever  before.  Although  he  does  much  damage,  lie  is  also  a  great  sub- 
soikr.  going  down  deep  and  bringing  up  the  clay  and  lime  )>eneath  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground.  An  observer  of  this  animal  states  that  in  the  early  days 
of  the  prairies  he  delighted  in  establishing  himself  in  wild  morning-glory 
patches.  The  opossum,  if  known  at  all  in  the  early  days,  was  very  rare,  but 
within  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years  this  animal  has  Iiecome  much  more 
common  in  Shelby  county,  hav  ing  in  some  way  been  started  on  a  northward 
migration  from  states  to  the  south  of  Iowa.  Before  the  prairie  was  broken, 
the  common  rabbit,  or  '"cotton-tail,"  confined  himself  largely  to  the  native 
timber,  hazel  brush,  etc.,  remaining  in  the  timber,  probably,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  could  find  his  food  there,  and  also  because  the  coyote  of  the  prairie 
is  said  to  have  had  a  great  liking  for  rabbit.  The  jack  rabbit,  or  prairie 
hare,  has  apparently  come  into  Shelby  county  from  the  north  and  west  and 
was,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  first  found  in  the  north  and  in  the  north- 
eastern parts  of  the  county,  notably  in  Greeley,  Jefferson  and  Polk  town- 
ships. One  was  shot  by  Clint  Walrod  near  Trwin  in  1885,  and  was  then  a 
curiosity.  This  animal  has  l>ecoine  much  more  plentiful  over  the  county 
and  apparently  flourishes  in  the  cultivated  fields. 

The  gray  squirrel  of  the  prairies  and  the  small  Striped  squirrel  are  yet 
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numerous  and  destructive,  especially  to  corn  fields,  soon  after  planting.  The 
striped  squirrel  is  also  known  to  feed  on  garden  peas  and  things  of  that 
character. 

BIRDS. 

Speaking  of  the  birds,  the  prairie  chicken  during  the  seventies  and 
early  eighties  was  exceedingly  common  and  one  of  the  sights  remembered  by 
the  prairie  pioneers  was  the  nests  thickly  and  cruelly  exposed  to  view  on  the 
high  prairie  ridges  after  the  passage  of  prairie  fires  in  the  spring.  These 
fires  helped  to  destroy  these  fine  birds,  which,  with  the  prevalence  of  the 
(ires  and  the  breaking  of  the  prairies,  greatly  decreased  in  numbers  and  began 
nesting  elsewhere  than  in  Shelby  county.  For  many  years  after  the  break- 
ing of  the  native  sod,  the  prairie  chicken  nested  in  the  fence  rows  on  high 
ground  and  occasionally  in  the  prairie  grass  on  public  highways  little  traveled. 
The  young  prairie  chickens,  when  but  a  short  time  out  of  the  shell,  much 
resembled  young  turkeys  and  were  exceedingly  shy  and  endowed  with  a 
wonderful  instinct  of  self-preservation,  which  caused  them  to  scatter  in  all 
directions,  to  hide  in  the  prairie  grass  and  weeds,  and  to  keep  perfectly  quiet 
in  the  presence  of  aj>prehended  danger. 

The  prairie  hen  was  a  very  wily  bird  in  the  spring  on  the  prairie  when- 
ever a  person  came  anywhere  near  her  nest.  Every  pioneer  boy  of  the 
prairie  recalls  that  often  in  his  primitive  innocence  he  chased  this  bird  when 
she  pretended  to  have  a  broken  wing  and  half  walked  and  half  flew  clumsily 
over  the  prairie  grass,  leading  the  foolish  lad  farther  and  farther  away  from 
the  eggs  on  which  she  was  sitting  or  from  the  young  birds  but  recently 
hatched.  The  eggs  of  the  prairie  hen  much  resembled  the  eggs  of  the  guinea 
hen.  During  the  seventies  and  eighties  and  earlier,  and  perhaps  later,  the 
prairie  chicken  was  trapped  by  the  pioneers,  the  trap  being  made  of  lath  or 
boards  placed  usually  on  top  of  a  straw  stack,  usually  with  a  shingle  at  the 
top  with  a  weight  at  one  end,  arranged  in  such  a  way  that  when  the  luckless 
prairie  chicken  alighted  on  the  shingle  at  the  top  of  the  trap  to  secure  corn 
from  an  car  placed  thereon,  it  fell  into  the  trap. 

Mr.  Dudley  states  that  one  prairie  hen  nested  in  Greeley  township  last 
year  and  that  the  prairie  chickens  have  been  nesting  there  for  the  last  five 
years  in  small  numbers.  The  birds  now.  however,  usually  come  alxutt  Octo- 
ber first  and,  provided  they  can  find  corn  or  other  food  in  the  fields,  remain 
until  about  March,  when  they  go  to  northern  Iowa.  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas 
and  Canada  to  nest.  The  sandhill  crane  nested  in  Shelby  county  until  about 
the  late  seventies.  Boys  who  grew  up  on  the  prairie  remember  with  how  much 
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wonderment  and  delight  they  first  saw  these  bird-  go  through  various  maneu- 
vers on  the  prairie,  moving  bai  k  ami  forth,  their  long  legs  making  them 
api>ear  quite  grotesque.  The  wild  turkey  was  found  in  Shelby  county  in  the 
late  fifties  and  occasionally  in  the  sixties. 

m 

Isaac  P.  Wyland,  a  well-known  pioneer,  once  told  the  writer  of  having 
on  horseback  pursued  a  wild  turkey  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowman's  Grove.  J. 
B.  Stutzman  also  speaks  of  having  seen,  in  iSfo  or  thereabouts,  a  flock  of 
wild  turkeys  walking  rapidly  into  the  south  part  of  Bowman's  Grove,  near 
the  old  J.  J.  Miller  farm,  apparently  coming  from  the  prairie.  Dr.  X.  F. 
Palmer,  of  Botna,  tells  me  he  shot  them  in  Bowman's  Grove  in  the  sixties. 
Milo  Adams  in  the  sixties  killed  a  thirty-two-pound  turkey  in  Chichester's 
Grove. 

The  quail  or  "bobwhite"  was  found  at  an  early  date  in  the  timber  of 
the  county  and  for  many  years  was  comparatively  numerous;  at  present  the 
birds  are  somewhat  rare,  owing  to  the  very  destructive  bliz/ard  of  January 
28  and  29.  wye*),  which  killed  them  in  great  numbers.  This  storm,  it  will  be 
remcml>ered.  was  so  severe  as  to  kill  great  numbers  of  crows,  usually  very 
hardy  birds.     The  large  plover  and  the  jack-snipe  are  becoming  very  scarce. 

Of  the  song  birds,  there  arc  a  goodly  number  found  whose  melody  de- 
lighted the  hearts  of  pioneers  in  wood  and  on  prairie.  The  red-winged 
black  bird,  nesting  in  the  center  of  some  clump  of  slough  grass  projecting 
far  enough  out  of  its  swamp  surroundings  to  keep  the  nest  dry,  was  one 
of  the  most  attractive  birds,  whose  cheery,  melodious,  boldly-tittered  note 
was  delightful  to  hear  in  the  early  spring.  It  nests  in  a  few  of  the  sloughs 
here  yet.  Also  the  meadow  lark,  to  a  large  extent,  a  bird  of  the  upland, 
always  attracted  attention  and  fortunately  it  is  yet  common.  The  robin  be- 
came somewhat  common  on  the  prairie  alter  the  pioneers  on  the  prairies 
planted  timber,  and  he  is  now  one  of  our  birds  earliest  to  appear  in  the 
spring,  and  most  welcome.  Other  birds  such  as  the  blue  bird,  wild  canary, 
oriole,  crow,  wren,  swallow,  doves,  the  hawks,  owls,  rain  crow,  killdeer, 
sap-sucker,  thrush,  cat-bird.  etc..  are  common. 

As  in  an  earlier  time  when  men  followed  trapping  for  revenue,  so  now 
many  boys  and  young  men  make  money  during  winter  months  by  trapping 
along  the  forks  of  the  'Botna  and  Mosquito  rivers  and  their  branches.  For 
instance,  one  young  farmer  living  north  of  Defiance,  unable  to  go  into  his 
held  one  winter  and  pick  his  corn,  and  not  having  stock  to  feed,  decided  to 
take  up  trapping  to  add  to  his  funds.  In  a  few  weeks'  time  he  caught  four 
raccoons,  bringing  him  $3.20:  eleven  minks,  which  brought  him  $37.05: 
eighty-one  muskrats.  which  sold  for  $36.05;  sixteen  skunks,  which  sold  for 
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$8.96,  and  two  weasels,  which  sold  for  $1.40,  making  a  total  of  $87.51. 
This  trapping,  moreover,  was  done  in  a  part  of  the  county  where  timber  is 
comparatively  scarce  and  where  the  streams  are  very  small. 

FISH. 

Fishing  in  Shelby  county  has  never  been  of  great  consequence  nor  has  it 
ever  been  a  highly  absorbing  sport.  In  the  early  days  the  little  streams  had 
chubs  and  suckers  and  a  few  "shiners"  or  "silver-sides."  In  the  ponds  were 
found  bullheads,  with  an  occasional  channel  catfish,  which  latter  has  appar- 
ently always  been  in  the  streams,  although  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
frequently  caught  by  the  early  pioneers,  who  possibly  did  not  understand  the 
proper  sort  of  bait  to  be  used  for  catching  it  or  were  not  aware  of  its 
presence  in  the  smaller  streams  of  Shelby  county.  The  channel  catfish  have 
been  caught  in  large  numbers  for  the  last  five  to  ten  years  and  occasionally 
before  that  time.  Many  years  ago  a  catfish  weighing  about  seventy-five 
pounds  was  caught  after  lodging  in  the  Chatburn  dam,  near  Harlan.  That 
was  long  before  there  was  any  general  effort  to  catch  this  fish.  One  of  the 
earliest  men  to  discover  the  channel  catfish  in  the  Nishnabotna  rivers  was 
S.  Harter,  who  lived  southeast  of  Windy  Knoll  in  Center  township.  Mr. 
Ilarter  knew  where  to  find  these  fish  and  how  to  catch  them,  and  was  catch- 
ing many  large  ones  long  before  people  generally  knew  anything  about  this 
catfish  in  these  streams.  This  fish  is  caught  frequently  now  weighing  all  the 
way  from  a  pound  to  five  or  six  pounds,  with  an  occasional  fish  larger  than 
that.  He  is  a  clean,  lordly  fellow  to  come  out  of  a  stream  so  muddy  as  the 
Nishnabotna.  Fishermen  usually  set  their  lines  at  night  and  take  them  up 
in  the  morning  although  sometimes  after  setting  them  just  at  dark:  nice  cat- 
fish will  be  caught  within  an  hour  or  two,  or  at  least  before  midnight.  Frogs, 
crayfish,  beefsteak,  chicken  entrails,  worms  and  the  last  thing  coming  to  a 
fellow's  mind  are  used  as  bait. 

A  good  many  years  ago  flic  United  States  government  stocked  the 
streams  of  southwestern  Iowa,  including  the  Nishnabotna,  with  carp,  and  it 
is  the  prevailing  opinion  that  this  was  a  bad  day's  work,  since  it  is  almost 
certain  that  the  carp,  now  very  numerous,  by  floundering  in  the  mud  and  in 
other  ways,  possibly  by  eating  it.  destroy  the  spawn  of  the  bull-heads,  and 
especially  of  the  channel  catfish,  a  nMi  infinitely  superior.  Anyone,  however, 
thinking  he  would  like  a  mess  of  carp,  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  follow- 
ing standard  recipe  for  cooking  this  fish: 
(6) 


Digitized  by  Google 


82 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


"Clean  the  fish  nicely,  let  it  dry  for  two  days  in  the  sun.  Xail  the  fish 
to  a  pine  board,  cover  with  salt,  and  after  standing  for  two  days  longer  put  in 
the  oven  and  bake  slowly  for  six  hours.  Then  draw  the  nails  out,  throw 
the  carp  away  and  eat  the  nails  and  board,  which  are  said  to  lie  the  best  part 
of  the  fish." ' 

Clams  have  been  found  in  the  streams  for  many  years  and  are  yet  found 
there. 

REPTILES,  ETC. 

There  are  two  or  three  varieties  of  turtles:  one  called  the  mud  turtle 
or  snapper,  another  the  soft  shell  or  leather  back,  another  a  land  and  water 
species,  which  is  frequently  found  traveling  on  high  land. 

The  lizard,  sometimes  called  a  newt,  or  "ground  pup,"  having  its  habitat 
on  the  upland,  is  said  yet  to  be  found  in  Shelby  county,  and  is  a  most  re- 
pulsive-looking animal. 

The  rattlesnake  was  exceedingly  common  on  the  prairie  while  it  was 
being  broken  up.  and  for  some  years  (hereafter.  One  of  the  habits  of  this 
reptile  was  to  crawl  under  grain  that  had  been  raked  off  the  platform  to  the 
ground  by  the  old  McCoftnick  reaper.  Many  a  man  binding  grain,  picking 
up  an  armful  of  grain  with  a  rattlesnake  in  it,  or.  seeing  one  on  the  ground 
where  the  grain  had  lain,  suddenly  found  himself  short  on  nerve.  Accord- 
ing to  one  of  the  local  newspapers  of  the  county,  ten  rattlesnakes  were  killed 
on  the  farm  of  L.  Neff.  in  (  lay  township.  August  13,  1878.  They  were  in 
the  harvest  field  under  one  sheaf  of  w  heat.  The  editor  warns  ]>eople  to  l)e 
careful  in  handling  grain  that  has  lain  on  the  ground  for  any  length  of  time. 
Men  on  the  prairie  were  more  or  less  frequently  bitten  by  the  rattlesnake,  but 
the  author  has  not  come  across  any  deaths  from  this  cause.  Whiskey  was  a 
popular  remedy,  and  for  years  pioneers  were  wont  to  refer  to  whiskey  in  the 
hou^e  as  an  antidote  for  "snake-bite."  Among  those  who  were  bitten  by 
rattlesnakes  was  I).  S.  Irwin,  of  Irwin.  Iowa.  Mrs.  A.  X.  l.uckman.  of 
Douglas  township,  on  November  20,  1873.  wounded  a  rattlesnake  in  her 
garden  with  a  hatchet  and  picked  up  in  her  fingers  that  part  of  the  snake 
having  the  head  attached  and  received  the  fangs  in  her  hand.  She  was  very 
sick  for  a  long  time. 

Mrs.  Christian  Goodyear,  a  sister  of  T.  J.  Wyland  and  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Wyland.  now  a  resident  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  recalls  that  her 
little  daughters,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  potato  patch  to  pick  potato  bugs, 
came  into  the  house  saying  that  they  had  "surely"  heard  the  "rattle"  of  a 
snake.    Mrs.  Goodyear  was  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  girls  wanted  an 
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excuse  for  quitting  work,  but,  giving  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  she 
herself  went  to  the  garden  and  picking  up  one  of  the  potato  plants  she  saw 
a  large  sized  rattlesnake  at  the  base  of  the  plant  at  about  the  spot  the  girls 
had  reported  having  heard  one.  The  snake  struck  at  the  hoe  which  Mrs. 
Goodyear  had,  but  she  remarks,  with  a  real  twinkle  of  satisfaction  in  her  eye, 
that  the  next  stroke  was  hers,  killing  the  unwelcome  intruder  with  her  hoe. 

The  rattlesnake  so  late  as  1909  was  not  extinct  in  Shelby  county,  since 
in  that  year  fifteen  were  killed  in  Jefferson  and  Douglas  townships  by  Glen 
Fairchild,  Harold  Spurgeon,  Cassie  Armentrout  and  Roy  Potter,  the  boys 
receiving  the  statutory  bounty  of  fifty  cents  apiece.  None  have  since  been 
reported  at  the  auditor's  office.  These  rattlesnakes  were  killed  in  the  months 
of  July,  August,  September,  October  and  one  in  the  month  of  December. 

The  author  of  this  history  takes  some  pride  in  the  list  of  cuts  of  the 
pioneer  wild  animals  which  many  of  the  present  generation  of  Shelby  county 
boys  and  girls  will  never  see  in  the  flesh.  Most  of  these  cuts  were  made  from 
photographs  of  mounted  specimens  in  the  great  museum  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  at  Iowa  City,  through  the  courtesy  of  Prof.  C.  C.  Nutting, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  zoologists  of  America,  a  contributor  to  the 
Century  and  other  leading  magazines,  and  a  man  held  in  high  regard  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  great  repository,  source 
and  inspiration  of  the  best  scientific  thought  of  this  country.  Professor 
Nutting  passed  upon  the  photographs  and  named  the  specimens  represented. 
Acknowledgment  of  courtesies  extended  is  also  due  Alfred  Bailey,  of  Iowa 
City. 

TIIK  FLORA  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY. 
By  T.  J.  Fltzpatrtck. 

[Prof.  T.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  the  author  of  the  following  article  on  the  flora  of  Shelby 
county.  Iowa,  in  a  native  of  Iowa,  an  alumnuH  of  the  scientific  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  for  many  yearn  a  student  of  advanced  science  in  many  fields,  and  also 
a  teacher  of  long  experience.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  a  position  in  the  University  of 
Nebraska  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  A  number  of  years  ago  he  taught  a  country  school  In 
Jackson  township.  Shelby  county,  Iowa,  and  while  so  teaching  made  much  study  of  the 
trees,  shrubs  and  plants  of  Shelby  county.] 

The  flora  of  Shelby  county  has  l>een  modified  greatly  by  farming  ora- 
tions during  the  past  fift)  years.  The  native  flora  is  greatly  restricted  in 
area  and  even,  in  the  case  of  some  species,  brought  almost  to  the  verge  of 
extinction.  The  breaking  up  of  the  prairie  and  the  cutting  of  the  few  timber 
tracts  give  different  soil  conditions  to  a  flora  illy  adapted  to  such  sudden 
changes.  With  the  settlers  came  a  host  of  immigrant  species  which  were 
well  constituted  to  take  advantage  of  the  changing  conditions.    Thus  the 
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spectacle  was  presented  of  one  flora  disappearing  and  another  taking  posses- 
sion. The  total  number  probably  remains  alwut  the  same,  but  unfortunately 
the  newcomers  arc  mainly  tramps  or  weeds  and  by  no  means  are  an  equivalent, 
economically  or  esthetically,  for  those  disappearing. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Shelby  county  has  but  little  diversity  of  soil, 
the  flora  may  be  said  to  be  not  extensive.  In  the  world  there  are  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  known  species  of  flowering  plants.  All  told, 
Shelby  county  has  about  six  to  eight  hundred  different  trees,  shrubs,  vines 
and  herbs. 

The  following  floras,  more  or  less  well  defined,  occur  in  Shelby  county: 

1.  — The  sylvan  flora.  This  exists  only  as  small  groves,  either  as  second 
growth  or  remnants  of  the  few  timber  tracts  antedating  the  settlements.  In 
many  cases  these  groves  are  merely  thickets,  the  remnants  of  a  better  grove 
or  else  the  prototype  of  the  coming  forest.  This  flora  carries  its  character- 
istic undergrowth  of  shrubs,  vines  and  herbs. 

2.  — The  prairie  flora.  Once  a  beautiful  and  abundant  flora,  but  exists 
now  only  as  a  remnant.  Originally  the  greater  jx>rtion  of  Shelby  county 
was  a  prairie  with  a  characteristic  flora.  Within  the  past  fifty  years  the 
prairie  has  almost  if  not  quite  disappeared.  Its  flora  finds  a  scant  survival 
along  the  borders  of  thickets,  in  ottt-of-the  way  places,  along  railways,  open 
places  in  woods,  and  even  a  remnant  may  be  found  in  pastures. 

3.  — The  flora  of  low  or  moist  grounds.  The  occurrence  of  this  flora 
is  quite  restricted,  but  any  alluvial  or  low-lying  soil  contains  species  belong- 
ing here. 

4.  — The  aquatic  flora  occurs  in  ponds,  streams  or  wet  sloughs. 

5.  — The  fields  possess  a  flora  that  is  distinctive  and  interesting,  especially 
from  an  agricultural  point  of  view. 

6.  — The  waste  places  harbor  most  of  our  weeds.  These  are  mainly  the 
immigrants  that  give  the  farmer  much  trouble  in  resisting  or  eradicating 
them. 

These  six  floras  often  extend  their  borders  into  each  other.  For  in- 
stance, the  prairie  flora  borders  the  fields  and  the  thickets,  passes  into  the 
open  places  of  the  woods  and  even  occupies  to  some  extent  thin  woods.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  sylvan  flora  may  extend  into  the  prairie  or  invade  the 
lowlands,  and  the  lowlands  may  pass  by  degrees  into  the  aquatic  flora. 

The  characteristic  trees  of  the  sylvan  flora  are  not  of  many  species. 
The  most  common  are  the  bur  oak  (qucrcus  macroearpaV  white  oak  (quercus 
alba),  green  ash  ffraxinus  viridis),  hickory  (carya  all>a).  the  pig-nut  hickory 
(carva  amara),  the  basswood  or  linn  tree  f tilia  americana).  soft  maple  (acer 
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dasycarpum),  box-elder  (negundo  aceroides),  cottonwood  (populus  monili- 
tera),  quaking  aspen  (populus  tremuloides),  white  elm  (ulnius  americana), 
honey  locust  (gleditschia  triacanthos),  cherry  (prunus  serotina),  choke 
cherry  (prunus  virginiana),  plum  (prunus  americana),  crab  apple  (pyrus 
ioensis)  and  willows  (salix  longi folia  and  discolor).  Of  these,  the  soft 
maple,  box  elder,  cottonwood  and  quaking  aspen  are  mostly  if  not  entirely 
introductions.  Other  introductions  are  the  black  locust  (robinia  pseudacacia), 
catalpa  (catalpa  speciosa)  and  the  hedge  (maclura  aurantiaca).  The  shrubs 
are:  Buckthorn  (rhamnus  lanceolata),  prickly  ash  (xanthoxylum  ameri- 
canum),  poison  oak  (rhus  toxicodendron),  red  haws  (Crataegus  coccinea 
and  tomentosa),  the  cornels  (cornus  paniculata  and  sericea),  elderberry 
(sambucus  canadensis),  black  haw  (virburnum  lentago),  hazel  nut  (corylus 
americana),  grape  (vitis  riparia),  the  Virginia  creeper  (ampelopsis  quinque- 
folia),  and  the  gooseberry  (ribes  gracile). 

This  sylvan  flora  has  an  undergrowth,  mostly  of  herbs  with  a  few  vines 
or  small  shrub-like  plants,  that  is  sparse  or  abundant  as  the  shade  and  soil 
conditions  are  suitable.  Here  the  following  plants  are  the  ones  most  fre- 
quently found:  Virgin's  bower  (clematis  pitchcri),  meadow  rue  (thalictrum 
purpurascens),  wild  columbine  (aquilegia  canadensis),  two  larkspurs  (delph- 
inium tricome  and  azureum),  baneberry  (actaea  rubra),  moonseed  (menis- 
permum  canadensc),  blue  cohosh  (caulophvllum  thalictroides),  bloodroot 
(sanguinaria  canadensis),  dutchman's  breeches  (dicentra  cucullaria),  pepper- 
root  (dentaria  laciniata),  common  blue  violet  (viola  cucullata),  yellow  wood 
violet  (viola  pubescens),  callirrhoe  involucrata,  common  in  one  locality  in 
an  open  space,  raspberry  (rubus  occidentalis),  blackl>erry  (rubus  villosus), 
willowherb  or  firewced  (cpilobium  angusti  folium),  cow-parsnip  (heracleum 
lanatum),  honewort  (cryptotaenia  canadensis),  sweet  cicely  (osmorrhiza 
longistylis  and  hrevistylis),  black  snakcroot  or  sanicle  (sanicula  marylandica). 
horse-gentian  (triosteum  perfoliatum),  coral-berry  or  buck  brush  (symphori- 
carpos  vulgaris)  found  more  along  borders  of  thickets  and  along  streams, 
wolfberry  (symphoricarpos  occidentalis),  bed-straw  (galium  aparine),  flea- 
bane  (erigeron  philadclphicr.s).  phlox  (  phlox  divaricata).  waterleaf  (hydro- 
phyllum  virginicum).  puccoon  Oithospermum  lati folium,  morning  glory 
(convolvulus  scpium).  heart-leaved  umbrella-wort  Coxybaphus  nyctagineus), 
pellitory  (parietaria  pennsylvanica) .  carrion-flower  (smilax  herbacea), 
greenbrier  (smilax  hispida),  ^reat  Solomon's  seal  (polygonatum  giganteum), 
false  spikenard  f  smilacina  racemosa).  white  dog-toothed  violet  (erythron- 
ium  alhidum),  wake  robin  (trilhum  erectuin).  Indian  turnip  (arisaema  tri- 
phyllum),  green  dragon  (arisaema  dracontium)  and  a  sedge  (carex  rosea). 
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In  the  moist  woodlands  may  frequently  lie  found  the  following  ferns: 
Maidenhair  (adiantum  pedatum).  lady-fern  (aspleniinn  filix-foemina), 
bladder  fern  (cystopteris  fragilis),  ostrich  fern  (onoclea  struthiopteris)  and 
graj>e-fern  (botrychium  virginiannm) .  These  five  not  a  large  repre- 
sentation of  the  nearly  four  thousand  known  ferns  of  the  world. 

In  open  places  in  the  woodlands  and  in  larger  -paces,  which  are  in  fact 
miniature  prairies,  there  is  a  flora  that  belongs  more  to  the  prairie  flora  and 
plants  found  here  are  mentioned  in  the  list  given  for  the  prairie  flora. 

Among  the  conspicuous  llowers  of  the  prairie  flora  arc  the  pasque- 
flower or  Easter  lily,  not  a  lily  at  all.  but  a  sort  of  an  anemone  and  was 
called  Anemone  patens,  variety  nuttalliaua,  in  Gray's  old  Manual.  This  is 
a  very  pretty  species,  once  common  on  the  highest  prairies  in  the  northern 
portion  of  Iowa.  Being  the  first  of  the  vernal  flora  to  unfold  its  flowers 
above  the  dead  grass,  as  is  its  usual  habit,  it  presents  a  striking  and  welcome 
object  in  the  early  spring,  turning  the  brown  and  seer  hills  to  beautiful 
roseate  tints.  I  have  found  this  plant  in  full  bloom  the  day  after  a  melting 
snow  storm.  The  plow  has  played  havoc  with  the  prairies,  so  this  species 
lingers  by  the  waysides  or  in  open  upland  thickets  and  out-of-the-way  places 
which  have  been  untouched  by  the  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  flowers  open  in 
March  or  early  in  April  immediately  after  the  melting  of  the  snow  and  are 
mostly  fallen  liefore  May, -though  in  upland  thickets  where  the  frost  stays 
late  in  the  ground,  a  few  individuals  may  be  found  even  so  late  as  the  last  of 
June.  The  lengthening  of  the  peduncle  after  flowering  and  the  globular  head 
of  achenes  with  their  long  plumose  styles  give  a  striking  aspect  to  the  plant 
as  it  sways  to  and  fro  before  the  wind,  a  veritable  little  plumed  knight  of 
the  prairies. 

Other  prairie  plants  are  rock-rose  (hehanthemum  canadense),  bird-foot 
violet  (viola  pedata).  New  Jersey  tea  (ceanothtis  americanus  and  ovatus), 
indigo  (baptisia  leucantha  and  leucopbaea ) .  the  pomme  de  prairie  (psoralea 
esculenta)  with  its  large  turnip-shaped  root  much  used  by  the  Indians  and 
explorers  for  food,  silver-leaf  psoralea  (psoralea  argophvlla).  white  prairie 
clover  (  petalostemon  candidus).  violet  prairie  clover  ( petalostemon  violaceus), 
ground  plum  (  astragalus  caryocarpus ) ,  lead-plant  lamorpha  canescens), 
vetch  (vicia  americana).  cinque-foil  (potent ilia  arguta),  rose  (rosa  arkan- 
sana).  prairie  primrose  (Oenothera  serrulata),  button  snake-root  ( eryngium 
yuccaefolium ).  prairie  bluets  (  Houstonia  august  i  folia),  golden-rods  (soli- 
dago  speciosa  and  nemoralis),  asters  (aster  sericeus.  multiflonis  and  azureus), 
blazing-stars  ( liatris  scariosa,  pyenostachya  and  squarrosa),  everlasting 
(antennaria  plautagini folia),  compass-plant  (silphiuni  laciniatum).  cup  plant 
(silpbium  per foliatum ) .  rosin-weed  (silphiuni  integri folium ) .  OX-eye  (heli- 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA.  8/ 

opsis  scabra).  purple  cone-flower  or  Black  Sampson  (echinacea  angusti  folia), 
sunflowers  (helianthus  rigidus  and  occidental  is),  tickseed  (coreopsis  palmata), 
yarrow  (achillea  millefolium),  Indian  plantain  ( cacalia  tuberosa),  false 
Calais  (troximon  cuspidatum).  butterfly-weed  (asclepias  tuberosa),  gentian 
(gentiana  puberula),  j>rairie  phlox  ( phlox  pilosa),  puccoon  (lithospermum 
canescens  and  angusti folium),  false  gromwell  (onosmodium  molle),  ground 
cherry  (physalis  lanceolata),  painted-cup  (castilleia  sessiliflora),  lousewort 
( pedicularis  canadensis),  prairie  sage  (salvia  lanceolata),  skullcap  (Scutel- 
laria parvulaj,  umbrella-wort  (oxybaphus  hirsutus  and  angusti folius), 
prairie  willow  (salix  humilis),  blue-eyed  grass  ( sisyrinchium  angusti  folium), 
star-grass  (hypoxis  erecta),  lily  (lilium  philadelphicum),  sedge  (carex  penn- 
sylvanica),  porcui>ine  grass  (stipa  spartea),  blue-stem  (andropogon  fur- 
catus)  the  common  prairie  grass,  koeleria  (koeleria  cristata)  and  manna 
grass  (glyceria  ncrvata). 

In  the  low  grounds  where  there  is  a  moist  soil  the  following  species  may 
be  found:  Small-flowered  crowfoot  (ranunculus  abortivus),  buttercup 
(ranunculus  septentrionalis).  cress  (cardamine  rhomboidea),  water-cress 
(nasturtium  palustrc),  horseradish  (nasturtium  armoracia),  yellow-rocket 
(barbarea  vulgaris),  false  indigo  (amorpha  fruticosa),  wild  cucumber 
(echinocystis  lobata),  meadow-parsnip  (zizia  aurea),  sunflower  (helianthus 
grosse-serratus),  milkweed  (asclepias  sullivantii),  nyctelea  (ellisia  nyctelea), 
black  nightshade  (solanum  nigrum),  purslane  speedwell  (veronica  peregrina), 
hedge-nettle  (stachys  palustris),  creeping  spike-rush  (eleocharis  palustris). 
bulrush  (scirpus  atrovirens),  sedge  (carex  hystricina),  and  scouring  rushes 
(equisetum  arvense.  robustum  and  laevigatum). 

The  aquatic  flora  is  mainly  composed  of  arrow-head  (sagittaria  varia- 
bilis), cat-tail  ( typha  lati folia) ,  duckweed  (spirodela  polyrrhiza),  bulrush 
(scirpus  iacustris).  water  plantain  (alisma  plantago).  and  the  various  species 
of  algae  of  which  the  green  one,  valisneria  spiralis,  is  common. 

In  the  fields  the  following  plants  among  others  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rencc :  Sheep  sorrel  (oxalis  violacea),  'red  clover  (tri folium  pratense). 
white  clover  (tri folium  repens).  alsike  clover  (trifolium  hybridum).  straw- 
berries (  fragaria  virginiana  and  vesca).  cinque-foil  (potentilla  norvegica). 
daisy  iVabane  (erigeron  strigosus).  lygodesmia  (lygodesmia  juncea  ),  dande- 
lion (taraxacum  officinalis),  Indian  hemp  (apoevnum  cannabinum).  milk- 
weed (asclepias  cornuti),  flowering  spurge  (euphorbia  corollata).  wild 
onion  (allium  canadense).  spiderwort  ( tradescantia  virginica),  timothy 
(phleum  pratense).  eatonia  (eatonia  pcnnsylvanica ) .  orchard  grass  (dacty- 
lis  glomerata).  and  blue  grass  (poa  trivialis). 
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The  common  plants  in  the  waste  places  are  hedge  mustard  (sisymbrium 
officinale),  black  mustard  (hrassica  nigra),  shepherd's  purse  (capsella  bursa- 
pastoris),  peppergra$s  (lepidium  intermedium),  purslane  (portulaca  oler- 
acea),  mallow  (malva  rountdifolia  and  sylvcstris).  velvet-leaf  (abutilon 
avicennae),  partridge  pea  (cassia  chamaccrista),  horse-weed  (erigeron 
canadensis),  fleabane  (erigeron  annus),  ragweeds  (ambrosia  artemisiacfolia 
and  trifida),  cocklebur  (xanthium  canadense)  sunflower  (helianthus 
annuus),  fetid  marigold  (dysodia  chrysanthemoides),  may-weed  (anthemis 
cotula),  burdock  (arctium  lappa),  prickly  lettuce  (lactuca  scariola).  jimson 
weeds  (datura  stramonium  and  tatula),  mullein  (verbascum  thapsus),  ver- 
vains (verbena  hastata,  stricta  and  bracteosa),  plantains  (plantago  major 
and  rugelii),  tumble  weed  (amarantus  albus).  pigweed  (chenopodium  album), 
Russian  thistle  (salsola  kali  ),  docks  '  rumex  obtusifolius.  erispus  and  aceto- 
cella),  bindweed  (polygonum  convolvulus),  buckwheat  (fagopyrum  esculen- 
tum),  cypress  spurge  (euphorbia  cyparissias ) ,  hemp  (cannabis  sativa),  as- 
paragus (asparagus  officinalis)  and  squirrel-tail  grass  (hordeum  jubatum). 

Practically  all  the  plants  of  this  group  are  mere  weeds.  They  cause 
large  losses  by  occupying  the  soil  to  the  exclusion  of  food  plants  and  by 
impoverishing  ihe  soil.  Professor  Pammel  estimates  the  yearly  loss  in 
Iowa  due  to  weeds  to  be  twenty-five  million  dollar*.  This  means  that 
Shelby  county's  proportion  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
as  a  total  economic  loss  due  solely  to  useless  weeds  which  thrive  on  neglect. 

The  plants  so  far  enumerated,  excepting  the  ferns,  scouring  rushes 
and  the  one  alga,  arc  known  as  the  flowering  plants,  that  is.  plants  producing 
real  flowers  and  seeds,  and  are  usually  spoken  of  as  the  higher  plant  forms. 
The  lower  plant  forms  or  flowerless  plant*  have  neither  true  flowers  nor 
seeds,  but  reproduce  themselves  by  means  of  minute  bodies  called  spores. 
To  this  group  belong  the  ferns  and  their  allies,  as  the  scouring  rushes,  also 
the  mosses,  liverworts,  lichens,  fungi,  algae  and  still  lower  forms.  The 
flowerless  plants  doubtless  outnumber  the  flowering  ones,  but  they  are  not 
so  well  known  and  many  forms  are  still  undescribed. 

The  mosses  Usually  grow  in  green  mats  in  a  moist  situation,  usually 
about  a  log,  the  shady  side  of  a  tree.  al*>ut  old  buildings  or  along  a  fence 
row,  some  species  even  preferring  the  open  fields.  There  arc  more  than 
thirteen  thousand  species  of  mosses  in  the  world,  perhaps  more  than  a  thou- 
sand in  the  United  States  and  about  seventy  in  Shelby  county. 

There  are  four  thousand  known  liverworts,  of  which  there  arc  two  hun- 
dred or  more  in  the  United  States  and  probably  a  do/en  species  in  Shelby 
county. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


The  lichens  are  often  crustose  plants,  growing  on  trees,  bare  rocks, 
old  buildings,  various  soils,  etc.  The  writer  collected  more  than  thirty 
different  species  in  Shelby  county;  there  probably  are  twice  that  many  to 
be  found.    More  than  a  thousand  species  are  found  in  America. 

Fungi  are  numerous  and  of  varying  forms,  from  the  esculent  morels, 
mushrooms,  puffballs  of  the  pastures  and  fields,  to  toadstools,  coral  fungi, 
cup  fungi,  along  with  the  smuts,  mildews  and  blights  which  infest  our  culti- 
vated plants.  Perhaps  fifty  thousand  or  more  species  are  known  in  the 
world,  of  which  more  than  five  thousand  occur  in  Xorth  America.  There 
are  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  fungi,  adaptable  to  any  habitat,  hence  are 
found  on  various  soils,  on  old  logs,  living  trees,  decaying  wood,  on  leaves 
of  all  kinds,  and  on  or  in  any  decaying  substance.  Some  species  are  excel- 
lent food,  while  others  are  rank  poisons. 

Algae  are  numerous  in  the  world  and  form  giant  plants  in  the  ocean. 
They  are  of  red,  brown,  blue-green  and  green  forms.  The  inland  species 
are  what  are  known  as  fresh  water  types  and  are  usually  the  green  algae. 
They  occur  as  scums  in  ponds,  brooks,  watering  troughs  and  in  various 
moist  places. 

In  this  sketch  of  the  flora  of  Shelby  county  the  plant  names  used  are 
mainly  those  to  be  found  in  Grays  Manual,  sixth  edition,  the  manual  com- 
monly used  in  Iowa. 

University  of  Nebraska,  Bethany  (Lincoln). 
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CHAPTER  V. 


INDIAN'S. 

In  the  matter  of  specific  Indian  occupation  of  a  territory  so  small  as 
an  inland  county  like  Shelby,  it  is  difficult  to  secure  data,  records,  or  accurate 
information.  Marly  records  cluster  about  navigable  streams  where  fur 
traders  established  themselves.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Shelby  county,  in 
common  with  most  of  southwestern  Iowa,  was  long  the  hunting  ground,  at 
least,  of  several  tribes  of  Indians. 

There  is,  however,  very  little  evidence  to  be  found  in  Shelby  county  of 
the  existence  of  Indians  here  in  the  past.  There  have  been  occasionally 
picked  up  on  the  prairie  in  various  parts  of  the  county  stone  arrowheads. 
R.  R.  Sandham,  of  Harlan,  picked  up.  a  few  years  ago  in  the  woods  near 
Harlan,  a  stone  mortar  and  pestle  apparently  used  for  grinding  corn  by  the 
Indians.  From  a  Shelby  county  paper  of  date  January  1877.  •*  would 
appear  that  there  were  Indians  buried  in  the  north  part  of  Shelby  county, 
presumably  in  (ialland's  Grove:  "Certain  parties  living  in  the  north  part 
of  the  county,  we  will  not  mention  their  names,  opened  several  Indian  graves 
to  see  what  they  contained.  They  took  from  one  a  set  of  silver  ear-rings 
and  some  beads:  from  another,  a  pipe,  several  arrow  heads  and  a  tomahawk 
made  of  stone.  They  were  unable  to  discover  even  the  ashes  of  the  'poor 
Lo'  who  had  been  the  happy  possessors  «>f  these  useful  articles  in  their  life- 
time." 

The  original  government  land  surveys  of  Shelby  county,  the  plats  and 
field  note's  of  which  are  in  the  office  of  the  county  auditor,  showMhat  at  the 
time  of  the  survey  there  was  an  Indian  trail  traversing  the  west  part  of  Jeffer- 
son township  running  north  and  south,  passing  through  parts  of  the  follow- 
ing sections:  6.  5  (southwest  comer).  8,  17.  jo,  jq  (southeast  corner),  30 
(near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  said  section),  thence 
through  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  32  into  Polk  township.  This  trail 
would  start  somewhere  near  the  old  farm  of  Robert  VY.  Nellis,  run  some- 
where near  the  James  H.  F.dwards  eighty  in  section  5.  across  the  West  farms 
in  section  7.  across  the  John  T.  Jack  and  C.eorge  W.  Clark  farms  in  section 
17,  across  the  Joseph  L.  Clark  farm  in  section  20.  across  the  \V.  H.  Townsan 
farm  in  section  19,  across  the  K.  H.  Krickson  farm  in  section  32.    The  trail 
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crossed  the  Xishnabotna  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  30  and  crossed  the  stream  known  as  Elk  run  in  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  6. 

The  government  plat  does  not  dearly  indicate,  but  it  would  appear  that 
this  trail  continued  in  a  southerly  direction  almost  entirely  through  Polk 
township,  at  least  into  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  31  near  the  Xishna- 
botna river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowman's  Grove.  If  the  trail  ran  here,  it 
would,  apparently,  be  close  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Indian  trail,  which  J.  B. 
Stutzman  is  of  the  opinion  crossed  the  McQueen  farm,  located  in  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  8  in  Jackson  township.  Running  then  six  miles  in  a 
southerly  direction,  it  would  be  in  the  vicinity  where  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge  in 
1852  found  a  band  of  thieving  Indians  going  north,  as  recorded  in  his 
reminiscences  elsewhere  published  in  this  volume. 

In  a  letter  to  the  author,  General  Dodge  says:  "There  were  Indian 
trails  leading  north  and  south  up  Indian  creek  and  up  the  East  Botna,  and 
it  is  possible  there  was  one  up  the  West  Botna;  but  on  the  East  Botna  and 
on  Indian  creek  they  were  plain.  It  was  on  this  trail  running  up  Indian 
that  1  struck  the  band  of  Indians  who  had  been  south  to  Missouri  stealing 
hogs." 

INDIANS  VISITED  THE  EARLY  SETTLERS  OF  GALLAND's  GROVE. 

John  A.  Mcintosh,  born  in  Kentucky  in  1806,  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers  in  Galland's  Grove  and  an  early  missionary  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
church,  was  known  to  the  Pottawattamies  and  Omahas  as  "the  Mormon 
Chief,"  and  was  esj)ecially  beloved  by  them.  Mr.  Mcintosh  relates  that  he 
did  not  know  of  the  Indians  ever  taking  any  of  his  property  except  a  rooster, 
which  was  taken  by  an  Indian  boy,  who  subsequently  was  severely  chastised 
by  his  father.  * 

A  beautiful  story  of  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  in  Mcintosh  is  told 
thus:  One  of  the  Indian  chiefs  was  overtaken  by  a  band  of  warriors  from 
another  tribe  and  wounded,  so  they  supposed  he  would  shortly  die;  how- 
ever, he  made  out  to  crawl  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  the  cabin  door  of 
"Uncle  Mcintosh,"  to  whom  he  gave  advice  as  to  his  burial.  He  wanted 
to  be  placed  in  a  white  man's  coffin  and  buried  on  Mcintosh's  land,  all  of 
which  was  sacredly  carried  out.  A  daughter  of  the  hardy  old  pioneer  died 
and  was  buried  near  the  grave  of  the  Indian  chief,  who  had  such  implicit 
confidence  in  her  father,  who  was  a  great  peace-maker  between  the  Indians 
themselves,  as  well  as  between  the  white  race  and  the  Indians. 
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In  the  early  sixties,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  Sioux  were  acting-  badly 
in  Crawford  county  and  elsewhere  adjacent  to  Shelby  county.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Shelby  county,  held  September  I, 
1862,  it  was  "ordered  that.Mansel  Wicks  and  Asahe]  Round y  be  appointed 
a  committee  of  two  to  go  to  Mason  s  drove,  C  rawford  county,  and  elsewhere, 
if  necessary,  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  relative  to  Indian  depredations." 
They  were  further  authorized  to  employ  scouts  to  keep  a  lookout  for  Indians 
and  danger.  And  it  was  further  provided  that  the  county  would  pay  all 
necessary  expenses.  The  committee  was  further  directed  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  authorities  of  Craw  ford  county.  Later  it  appears  from  the  record 
of  claims  allowed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  that  the  following  named  per- 
sons were  paid  for  service  as  Indian  scouts :  P>.  Johnston,  of  Cuppy's  Grove. 
Penthus  Billetcr.  residing  near  Harlan,  and  A.  Roundy,  of  Galland's  Grove. 

Henry  Custer  says  that  in  the  fifties  and  perhaps  later  the  Omahas,  Paw- 
nees and  other  Indians  would  come  into  Shelby  county  in  May  or  June, 
and  remain  until  fall,  hunting,  and  that  on  one  of  these  occasions  a  very 
large  number  were  in  camp  on  the  ridge  where  Harlan  now  stands,  and  that 
they  practically  destroyed  the  prairie  grass  over  a  large  area  where  they 
encamped. 

What  Indians  were  here  before  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  can- 
not be  known.  Even  after  that  century  it  appears  that  the  Indians  preferred 
to  reside  upon  the  Nebraska  side  of  the  river  and  that  it  was  on  the  Nebraska 
side  chiefly  that  they  set  up  I  heir  tribal  villages,  and  it  was  there  that  the  fur 
traders  settled  or  visited  among  them  about  the  year  1800.  (See  Iowa 
Journal  of  History  and  Politics  for  July,  191 3,  page  324  and  following,  con- 
tributed by  Jacob  Van  der  Zee.) 

The  following  quotation  is  from  this  article,  page  325  of  the  Journal: 
"One  of  the  most  interesting  records  of  western  Iowa's  hazy  past  is  a 
map  of  the  northwestern  part  of  Louisiana  compiled  in  1703  by  William  de 
LTsle.  the  most  noted  French  cartographer  of  his  day.  This  chart,  with  its 
French  nomenclature,  indicates  a  trader  s  trail,  'Chemin  des  Voyageurs,' 
commencing  at  the  Mississippi  river  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Wisconsin  river  and  running  westward  across  northern  Iowa  to  the  vicinity 
of  Spirit  lake.  There,  near  one  of  the  many  lakes,  was  a  'village  des 
Aiaouez'  (Ioways),  thence  the  trail  continued  due  westward  to  the  Big  Sioux 
river,  on  either  side  of  which  were  two  more  loway  villages,  probably  near 
the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota.  To  the  south,  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  Little  Sioux  river,  three  Teton  Sioux  villages  are 
shown,  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  river  were  four  Yankton  Sioux 
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villages.  Near  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  present  state  of  Iowa,  'Les 
Octotata'  (the  Otoes)  were  located,  and  south  of  them  three  villages  of 
'Yoways.'  " 

Mr.  Van  der  Zee  in  the  same  article  concludes  that  the  French  traders 
came  into  relations  with  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  western  Iowa  about  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  but  that  they  aimed  primarily  at  trade 
with  the  various  Sioux  tribes  of  what  is  now  South  Dakota  and  southern 
Minnesota,  where  the  Indians  were  much  more  numerous  than  in  western 
Iowa,  "which  was  really  little  more  than  the  hunting  ground  of  several 
tribes." 

This  author  also  states  that  in  1757,  on  the  site  of  Fort  Leavenworth, 
the  French  had  a  garrison,  and  that,  at  this  point,  came  the  Missouri  and 
Kansas  Indians  with  packages  of  deer  and  bear  skins,  and  that  from  a  point 
fifty  leagues  above  came  "the  Otoks  and  the  Ayoues  (Ioways)  ;  two  hun- 
dred men  furnish  eighty  packages  of  beaver." 

Mr.  Van  der  Zee  concludes  that  the  Ioway  Indians  were  nomadic  to  a 
marked  degree,  and  that  they  moved  their  villages  from  one  locality  to  an- 
other often,  and  that  they  journeyed  annually  to  the  French  markets  for  the 
purpose  of  trade.  He  further  says  that  Spanish  reports  for  the  years  1769 
and  1777  show  that  the  "Ayooua"  or  "Hayuas"  (Ioways)  then  dwelt  upon 
the  Des  Moines  river  in  what  is  now  the  northwestern  corner  of  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa.  Mr.  Van  der  Zee  sums  up  the  whole  Indian  occupation  of 
western  Iowa,  thus:  "These  (Ioway)  Indians  and  their  Sac  and  Fox 
friends  probably  hunted  all  over  western  Iowa,  while  bands  of  Sioux 
descended  from  the  north  and  Otoes  and  Omahas  crossed  the  Missouri  from 
the  west."  During  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  Englishmen 
carried  on  a  brisk  traffic  Upon  the  Des  Moines  river  and  penetrated  as  far 
westward  as  the  Missouri  to  secure  their  share  of  the  Indian  fur  trade. 

In  December,  1780,  it  appears  from  a  letter  of  Francisco  Cruzat,  gov- 
ernor of  Spanish  Illinois,  that  a  band  of  (Aioas),  (Ioways)  excited  by  the 
enemy  (the  English),  had  corrupted  the  Hotos  ( Otoes).  living  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Platte  river.  It  appears  from  the  assertions  of  a  Spanish 
governor  that  the  St.  Louis  merchants  were  losing  to  the  English  the  fur- 
trade  of  the  nations  of  the  Missouri.  Alxnit  1800  an  Englishman,  Thomas 
G.  Anderson,  wintered  among  the  Ioway  Indians  fifty  miles  up  the  Des 
Moines  river  as  an  agent  of  a  Green  Bay  trader.  The  Iowas.  described  as 
"a  vile  set,"  then  hunted  near  the  Missouri  river.  This  English  trader  ap- 
pears to  have  made  a  six-days'  journey  to  some  point  near  the  Missouri 
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river.  He  speaks  of  having  found  "the  little  islands  of  wood,  scattered  over 
the  boundless  plains,  swarming  with  w  ild  turkeys." 

On  July  28,  1804,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition,  according  to  the 
journal  kept  by  it.  landed  just  north  of  the  mouth  of  Indian  creek  (now 
Pigeon  creek),  about  eight  or  ten  miles  north  of  the  present  city  of  Council 
Bluffs,  at  "the  spot  where  the  Ayauway  (Ioway)  Indians  formerly  lived 
before  emigrating  to  the  Des  Moines  river."  In  this  connection  it  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  this  expedition  held  a  council  with  the  Otoes  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Missouri  river,  calling  the  place  Council-bluff.  According  to 
Lewis  and  Clark,  the  "Ayouwais"  (Ioways)  and  the  "Saukees"  (Sacs)  and 
"Foxes"  claimed  the  western  Iowa  country.  The  "Ayouwais"  (Ioways)  were 
reported  to  be  a  savage  race,  frequently  abusing  the  traders  and  committing 
depredations  on  those  navigating  the  river.  These  Indians  supplied  deer 
skins  chiefly,  also  skins  of  black  l>ear,  beav  er,  otter,  grey  fox,  raccoon,  musk- 
rat  and  mink. 

In  1810  a  regiment  of  United  States  soldiers,  under  Col.  Henry  Atkin- 
son, arrived  at  the  old  "Council-bluff  '  late  in  Scpteml>er,  1819,  the  British 
influence  being  then  supreme  in  the  councils  of  the  Indians  on  the  upper 
Missouri  and  many  traders  having  been  ambushed  and  killed,  the  troops 
having  been  sent  to  prevent  such  lawlessness. 

Following  the  expedition  of  Colonel  Atkinson  was  one  commanded  by 
Major  Stephen  H.  Long,  who,  with  a  number  of  scientists,  came  on  the  first 
steamboat  on  the  Missouri,  having  traveled  all  the  way  from  Pittsburgh  on 
the  Ohio  river.  The  name  of  this  boat  was  the  "Western  Engineer."  It 
appears  that  this  expedition  noted  the  remains  of  a  late  Ioway  village  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Mosquito  (Musketo)  river  (our  Shelby  county  stream), 
a  few  miles  below  the  present  city  of  Council  Bluffs.  In  October  this  expe- 
dition held  a  council  with  alx>ut  one  hundred  Otoes.  seventy  Missouris  and 
fifty  or  sixty  Ioways. 

A  number  of  Indian  treaties  made  with  the  United  States  government 
affected  the  Indian  sovereignty  and  occupation  of  southwestern  Iowa  of 
which  Shelby  county  was  a  part  On  July  15,  1830.  by  treaty  at  Prairie 
du  Chien.  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  Omahas,  Iowas.  Otoes.  Missouris,  Medewak- 
anton,  Wahpekuta,  Wahpeton  and  Sisseton  bands  of  Sioux,  ceded  to  the 
United  States  all  of  their  claims  to  western  Iowa,  including  practicallv  one- 
fourth  of  the  state. 

By  the  treaty  of  Chicago.  Septeml>er  23,  1833.  the  Chippewas.  Ottawas 
and  Pottawattamies  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their  lands  in  northern 
Illinois  ami  southern  Wisconsin,  west  of  I^ake  Michigan,  in  exchange  for 
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five  million  acres  of  land  between  the  Boyer  river  and  the  Nodaway  river  in 
western  Iowa.  The  boundaries  of  the  five  million  acres  of  land  so  ceded 
the  Pottawattamie  nation  are  difficult  to  determine,  and  the  tract  was 
never  entirely  surveyed.  It  seems  likely  that  the  tract  described  contained 
more  nearly  ten  million  acres  than  five  million. 

Although  this  tract  of  land  was  never  completely  surveyed,  attempts 
have  been  made  to  ascertain  its  northern  boundary.  The  recent  maps  that 
the  writer  has  seen,  run  a  northern  boundary  diagonally  across  the  northwest 
part  of  this  county,  excluding  practically  all  of  Grove  township  and  part  of 
Union. 

An  interesting  report  on  the  character  of  this  land  between  the  Boyer 
and  Nodaway  rivers  was  made  by  Captain  Gordon,  who  explored  this  terri- 
tory in  the  spring  of  1835.  He  reported  "that  the  new  land  was  mostly 
prairie,  that  there  was  scarcely  timber  enough  for  wigwams,  there  were  no 
sugar  trees,  that  some  of  the  land  was  too  poor  for  snakes  to  live  upon,  and 
that  war-like  tribes  lived  to  the  north." 

In  any  event,  Shelby  county,  or  most  of  it,  was  in  the  Pottawattamie 
reservation,  and  this  nation  has  therefore  a  peculiar  interest  for  us. 

By  November,  1837,  a  little  more  than  two  thousand  of  the  Pottamat- 
tamie  Indians  had  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi.  A  writer  says:  "One 
band  fi.  e.  of  the  Pottawattamie  Indians),  consisting  of  about  one-third  of 
the  united  nation,  headed  by  Chief  Bigfoot,  did  not  enter  the  Iowa  country 
until  the  fall  of  1838,  and  then  retired  eastward  to  set  up  a  village  on  the 
Nishnabotna  river,  almost  fifty  miles  away.  (This  was  undoubtedly  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lewis,  Cass  county,  as  this  place  was  known  at  an  early  day  as 
'Indiantown.'  Dr.  J.  L.  Pickard  says  there  is  an  Indian  burying  ground 
there.)  All  the  other  villages  were  from  two  to  fifteen  miles  distant  from 
the  agency.  Scarcely  had  the  two  thousand  established  their  tepees  in  south- 
western Towa  when  fierce  Sioux,  in  hunting  parties  from  the  north,  came 
south." 

We  know  much  of  the  Pottawattamies  through  a  famous  Catholic  mis- 
sionary and  explorer.  Father  Pierre  Jean  DeSmet.  who  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Termonde.  Belgium,  January  28.  1801,  of  a  prosperous  and  respect- 
able family.  As  a  boy  he  showed  great  skill  and  strength  in  his  sports  and 
was  therefore  nicknamed  "Samson."'  Tie  became  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Jesus,  otherwise  known  as  the  Jesuits  (an  order  founded  in  1534).  of 
whom  it  was  said,  "there  was  no  faltering  amidst  hardships,  no  yielding  to 
discouragement,  no  flinching  in  the  presence  of  danger,  but  complete  extinc- 


Digitized  by  Google 


96 


SHELBY  COUNTY.  IOWA. 


tion  of  all  personal  considerations  and  a  sublime  devotion  which  looked  for- 
ward to  martyrdom  as  the  most  welcome  rewaid  of  all  their  labors." 

In  July,  1821,  Father  DeSniet  started  for  America  and  in  this  connec- 
tion it  is  interesting  to  note  that  before  his  career  ended  he  had  crossed  the 
Atlantic  nineteen  times,  "Ad  majorcm  Dei  gloriam."  He  made  one  voyage 
around  Cape  Horn  and  two  by  the  way  of  Panama.  On  April  II,  1823. 
in  a  company  of  twelve,  he  set  out  from  Chesapeake  bay  to  the  Mississippi. 
At  Wheeling,  now  West  Virginia,  some  Hat  l>oat>  were  procured  and  the 
journey  made  to  Shawneetown,  Illinois  Thence  they  walked  to  St.  Louis, 
going  later  to  the  village  of  Florissant  near  St.  Lotus. 

In  the  spring  of  1838,  he,  together  with  Father  Verreydt  and  two  lay 
brothers,  were  sent  to  found  a  mission  among  the  "Potaw  atomies"  (I  take 
Father  DeSmet's  spelling),  a  part  of  whom  were  located  at  and  near  Council 
Bluffs,  with  several  other  tribes  in  the  same  vicinity.  After  a  short  stay  at 
Fort  Leavenworth  (now  in  Kansas),  he  arrived  May  21,  1838,  and  began 
the  occupation  of  an  abandoned  fort  turned  over  to  the  missionaries  by  Col. 
S.  W.  Kearney.  A  small  house  was  also  erected.  1  he  mission  was  named 
St.  Joseph,  but  was  more  frequently  referred  to  as  the  mission  of  St.  Mary. 
It  was  maintained  for  only  three  or  four  years,  being  mentioned  in  1840  by 
bather  DeSniet  in  his  journal,  but  not  in  1842  or  in  1846.  In  1839  he  made 
an  expedition  to  Vermillion  (now  South  Dakota),  which  was  a  Sioux  post, 
a  short  distance  above  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  the  purpose  of  this  mission  being 
to  bring  about  peace  between  the  Sioux  and  Pottawattamie  Indians.  Bent 
on  this  purpose,  he  left  the  mission  at  Council  Bluffs  April  29,  1839,  by  the 
American  bur  Company  steamboat,  'St.  Peters,'*  on  which  the  famous 
geographer,  Jean  N.  Nicollet  was  leading  a  government  exploring  party,  and 
returned  by  canoe  about  the  middle  of  May. 

Father  DeSmet's  impressions  of  the  Missouri  river  at  this  time 
are  interesting  and  would  well  apply  to  the  character  of  this  stream 
today.  He  says  that  during  the  navigation  of  it  the  snags  raked  and  scraped, 
and  there  was  much  trouble  with  sandbars.  The  party  had  only  the  warm 
muddy  water  of  the  Missouri  to  drink  and  they  were  annoyed  by  "myriads 
of  mosquitoes.''  Speaking  further  of  the  voyage  up  the  Missouri,  he  says, 
"I  fear  the  sea  I  will  admit,  but  all  the  storms  and  unpleasant  things  I  have 
experienced  in  four  different  voyages  did  not  inspire  so  much  terror  in  me 
as  the  navigation  of  the  somber,  treacherous  and  muddy  Missouri.  The 
Missouri  has  the  same  characteristic  features  from  its  mouth  to  Council 
Rluffs,  and  even  one  thousand  five  hundred  miles  farther.  After  you  pass 
the  fort  the  prairies  along  the  river  are  more  extensive.    The  eastern  shore 
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is  being  settled  very  rapidly  as  far  as  across  the  Nishnabotna,  insomuch  that 
we  were  not  once  obliged  to  stop  to  have  the  crew  cut  wood." 

The  journal  and  letters  of  Father  DeSmet  were  written  in  French  and 
were  published  only  a  few  years  ago,  under  the  title,  "Life  and  Travels  of 
Father  DeSmet."  The  work  is  thus  dedicated:  "To  the  Memory  of  the 
Men  of  Whatsoever  Creed  or  Nation  Who  Spent  Themselves  in  the  Form- 
ing of  the  West." 

Father  DeSmet  arrived  among  the  Pottawattamie  Indians  at  what  is 
now  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of  May,  1838.  He 
described  the  Pottawattamies  in  the  following  language :  "Nearly  two  thou- 
sand savages,  in  the  finest  rigs  and  carefully  painted  in  all  sorts  of  patterns, 
were  awaiting  the  boat  at  the  landing.  I  had  not  seen  so  imposing  a  sight 
or  such  fine  looking  Indians  in  America ;  the  Iowas,  the  Sauks,  and  the  Otoes 
are  beggars  compared  to  these.  Father  Verreydt  and  Brother  Mazelli  went 
at  once  to  the  camp  of  the  half-breed  chief,  Mr.  Caldwell,  four  miles  from 
the  river.  We  were  far  from  finding  here  the  four  or  five  hundred  fervent 
Catholics  we  had  been  told  of  at  St.  Louis." 

"Of  the  two  thousand  Pottawattamies  at  the  landing,  not  a  single  one 
had  knowledge  of  our  arrival,  and  they  all  showed  themselves  cold,  or  at  least 
indifferent  toward  us.  Out  of  some  thirty  families  of  French  half  breeds, 
two  only  came  to  shake  hands  with  us;  only  a  few  had  been  baptized,  and 
they  all  were  very  ignorant  concerning  the  truth  of  religion.  *  *  *  They 
change  their  wives  as  often  as  the  gentlemen  in  St.  Louis  change  their  coats. 
Mr.  Caldwell,  though  far  advanced  in  years,  seems  to  be  a  very  worthy  and 
pleasant  man;  he  is  well  disposed  toward  us  and  ready  to  assist  us.  The 
half  breeds  generally  seem  very  affable  and  are  inclined  to  have  their  chil- 
dren instructed.  We  receive  many  tokens  from  them  and  they  come  to  visit 
us  every  day.  4The  chief  gave  us  possession  of  three  cabins  and  we  changed 
the  fort  which  Colonel  Kearney  has  given  us  into  a  church." 

"This  nation  is  divided  into  different  bands  living  from  five  to  twenty- 
five  miles  apart.  We  try  to  visit  them  once  a  week  to  instruct  the  children 
and  preach  to  the  elders  through  an  interpreter." 

"Providence  has  placed  us  at  some  distance  from  any  government.  Since 
the  arrival  of  a  steamboat  which  brought  large  quantities  of  liquor  they 
(the  Indians)  are  quarreling  and  fighting  from  morning  until  night.  When 
they  are  sober  the  most  perfect  harmony  prevails  throughout  the  nation,  and 
whole  years  afterwards  pass  without  quarrels.  They  are  not  at  all  addicted 
to  the  pernicious  practice  of  slander;  the  most  corrupt  regard  a  slanderer 
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with  disdain,  while  the  more  respectable  avoid  him  as  they  would  a  snake. 
As  for  the  good-for-nothings,  they  do  not  lower  themselves  so  far  as  to  speak 
of  them." 

Father  DeSmet  described  the  architecture  of  a  Pottawattamie  Indian 
village  thus:  "Imagine  a  great  number  of  cabins  and  tents  made  of  the 
bark  of  trees,  buffalo  skins,  coarse  cloth,  rushes  and  suds,  all  of  a  mournful 
and  funeral  aspect,  all  sizes  and  shapes ;  some  supported  by  one  pole  and 
others  by  six.  with  coverings  stretched  in  all  different  styles  imaginable  and 
all  scattered  here  and  there  in  the  greatest  contusion,  and  you  will  have  an 
Indian  village." 

Under  date  of  May  25.  1839,  the  priest  records  the  fact  that  a  war 
party  of  Sauks  (Sacs)  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Hover  murdered  nine 
Omahas  and  took  captive  twelve  women,  having  first  invited  the  Omahas 
to  a  friendly  smoke. 

In  the  fall  of  1840,  Father  DeSmet  met  a  Santee  Sioux  war  party,  which 
he  says  was  "just  back  from  an  excursion  against  my  dear  Pottawattamies. 
bringing  one  scalp  with  them  on  the  end  of  a  long  pole." 

Under  date  of  May  30,  1839,  he  states  that  fifty  barrels  of  whiskey,  bran- 
dy, run  and  alcohol  were  brought  in  on  the  Missouri  steamboat  "Wilmington" 
and  that  the  Indians  were  stabbing  one  another,  and  selling  horses,  blankets 
and  guns  to  buy  whiskey  at  four  dollars  per  bottle.  Under  date  of  August 
6,  1839.  he  records  the  fact  of  a  battle  between  the  Omahas  and  Sioux,  with 
forty  killed  on  each  side. 

Speaking  of  the  Pottawattamie  Indians,  John  James  Audulxm,  the 
celebrated  ornithologist,  writing  on  May  it,  1843,  at  Council  Bluffs,  said: 
"We  were  told  that  the  Pottawattamies  were  formerly  a  warlike  people,  but 
recently  their  enemies,  the  Sioux,  have  frequently  killed  them  when  they  met 
on  hunting  expeditions,  and  that  they  have  become  cowardly,  which  is  a 
change  in  their  character." 

In  a  work  entitled,  "Hand  Book  of  American  Indians,"  published  by 
the  United  States  government  in  igio,  and  edited  by  Frederick  Webb  Hodge, 
the  following  sketch  of  the  Pottawattamies  appears:  "The  Pottawattamies 
are  an  Algonkian  tribe.  In  1641  they  were  at  Sault  Ste  Marie,  fleeing  be- 
fore the  Sioux.  In  1670  they  were  iiving  on  the  islands  in  the  mouth  of 
Green  bay.  By  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  they  were  on  the  Mil- 
waukee river  at  Chicago  and  on  the  St.  Joseph  river,  and  later  were  found 
in  southern  Michigan  near  Illinois  and  on  the  Wabash.  In  the  nineteenth 
century  they  were  in  possession  of  the  country  around  the  head  of  Lake 
Michigan,  and  then  had  fifty  villages. 
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They  sided  actively  with  the  French  and  were  prominent  in  the  rising 
of  Pontiac.  They  took  up  amis  against  the  United  States  in  1775,  and  con- 
tinued hostilities  until  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  1795.  They  again  took 
up  arms  in  the  British  interest  in  1812,  peace  being  made  with  them  in  181 5. 
As  the  settlers  pressed  upon  them,  they  sold  their  lands,  chiefly  during  the 
years  1836  and  1844.  They  were  driven  out  of  Indiana  by  force.  Some 
of  them  now  live  on  Walpole  Island  in  Lake  St.  Clair,  Canada.  Those  who 
went  west  and  settled  in  western  Iowa,  together  with  many  individuals  of 
other  tribes,  were  known  as  the  "Prairie  Pottawattamies,"  and  the  ones  who 
went  to  Kansas  were  called  "Pottawattamies  of  the  Woods." 

By  treaty  of  June  5,  1846,  the  Pottawattamie  nation,  including  the 
Chippewa  and  the  Ottawa  tribes,  ceded  their  lands  in  western  Iowa  to  the 
United  States.  This  was  but  five  years  before  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  Iowa  City  providing  for  the  organization  of  Shelby 
county. 

In  1846  the  two  branches  of  the  Pottawattamies  were  united  on  a 
reservation  in  southern  Kansas.  In  1861  a  large  part  of  the  tribe  took  land 
in  severalty  and  were  called  the  "Citizen  Pottawattamies."  In  1868  they 
were  removed  to  Oklahoma,  where  they  now  reside.  How  strange,  indeed.  . 
would  Shelby  county  look  now  to  the  aged  braves  if  any  there  be  alive  who 
pursued  the  buffalo,  elk  and  deer  here  in  the  forties ! 
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PIONEERS. 

Curious  to  know  about  the  relative  numbers  of  Shelby  county  pioneers 
born  in  the  different  states  or  sections  of  the  country,  the  author  went  through 
the  biographical  sketches  of  several  hundred  residents  of  the  county,  as  pub- 
lished in  a  history  of  Shelby  county  of  1889.  The  results  are  interesting.  Of 
the  names  found  in  this  work,  four  hundred  and  eleven  in  number,  but  thir- 
teen belonged  to  persons  born  in  New  England,  and  of  these  thirteen,  more 
than  half  were  from  Connecticut.  Natives  of  Southern  states  numbered 
twenty-two,  chiefly  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  Taking  up  the  individual 
states,  it  appears  from  this  local  history  that  of  the  persons  then  residing  in 
Shelby  county,  fifty-nine  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  fifty  of  Ohio,  thirty- 
four  of  New  York,  and  thirty-four  of  Indiana.  There  were,  of  course,  a 
number  of  persons  of  that  time  who  were  born  in  Illinois,  but  the  number 
did  not  compare  with  the  number  from  each  of  the  foregoing  states,  probably 
for  the  reason  that  Illinois  was  in  many  respects  herself  a  pioneer  state  when 
Shelby  county  was  first  settled. 

The  first  pioneers  of  the  county  were,  of  course,  those  who  settled  in  the 
groves  of  the  county.  Here  was  material  for  cabin,  fuel  and  shelter.  These 
brave,  hardy,  adventurous  men  and  women  came  into  the  county  with  ox 
teams,  some  of  them  with  horses,  but  all  of  them  traveled  over  an  expanse 
of  prairie  unmarked  by  roads  or  even  trails.  They,  indeed,  blazed  the  way. 
Self-reliant,  they  were  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  ax,  skillful  in  wood- 
craft, cheerful  and  optimistic,  ready  to  make  the  most  of  an  environment 
full  of  hardships  and  privation.  When  these  pioneers  built  their  log  cabins 
in  Galland's  Grove,  Hacktown,  Cuppy's  Grove  and  Bowman's  Grove,  not  a 
single  Iowa  railroad  had  come  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  none  was  to  arrive  in 
western  Iowa  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  What  an  isolation  this  was  in 
view  of  what  we  have  today — daily  trains,  daily  delivery  of  mail  far  out 
into  the  country  districts,  the  telephone  and  telegraph ! 

When  sickness  came,  there  was  no  telephone  to  call  a  physician  and  no 
automobile  to  bring  him  quickly  when  summoned.  When  blizzards  came  and 
other  winter  storms,  making  journeys  to  Kanesville  impossible,  women  were 
sometimes  obliged  to  grind  buckwheat  or  other  grain  in  coffee  mills.  These 
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pioneers,  like  the  first-comers  to  every  new  country,  had  comparatively  no 
means.  They  were  obliged  to  make  their  living  literally  from  the  locality  in 
which  they  erected  their  humble  log  cabins.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  they 
had  little  of  this  world's  goods,  they  were  hospitable,  and  neighbor  shared 
with  neighbor  what  was  left  in  time  of  need.  These  men  were  obliged,  while 
struggling  to  make  a  living,  to  institute  county  and  township  government, 
levy  taxes,  build  school  houses,  work  roads,  and  construct  bridges.  All 
honor  to  these  men  and  women  who  led  the  way. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  GALLAND's  GROVE  BY  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

[The  author  acknowledges  himself  under  great  obligations  to  Elder  C. 
J.  Hunt,  of  Independence,  Missouri,  bishop  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  district, 
in  which  Galland's  Grove  is  situated,  and  also  to  Thomas  N.  Franklin,  of 
Harlan,  for  valuable  assistance  and  information  rendered  in  the  compilation 
and  writing  of  this  article.  ] 

About  one-half  of  what  is  now  known  as  Grove  township  was,  at  one 
time,  covered  by  a  heavy  natural  grove,  the  largest  in  the  county.  It  was  in 
this  grove,  known  as  Galland's  Grove,  that  the  first  permanent  settlement  in 
the  county  was  made  in  the  late  forties.  It  derived  its  name  from  the  name 
of  the  first  family  to  make  settlement  there,  Abel  Galland  and  his  son  coming 
to  this  place  in  1848.  The  editor  of  this  history  is  under  obligations  to  Mrs. 
Eliza  Worley,  of  Deloit,  Crawford  county,  Iowa,  and  to  Thomas  N.  Frank- 
lin, of  Harlin,  Iowa,  for  the  following  information  in  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Worley : 

"Isaac  Galland,  a  brother  of  Abel  Galland,  came  from  Indiana  to  Lee 
county  in  1827,  coming  to  and  giving  his  name  to  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Galland  at  the  head  of  the  government  canal  above  Keokuk.  My  father. 
B.  F.  Galland,  the  oldest  son  of  Isaac  Galland,  gave  me  the  information 
contained  in  this  letter;  he  was  the  last  of  the  family  to  pass  away,  living 
to  the  age  of  ninety  years,  dying  in  191 1.  Isaac  Galland  has  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  Eliza  S.  White,  of  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin.  She  is  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Iowa.  Abel  Galland,  in  company  with  his  son,  William,  settled  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Galland's  Grove,  Shelby  county,  in  1848.  Coming 
from  Indiana  in  183 1,  he  settled  in  Van  Buren  county  and  took  the  first  white 
settler's  claim  there.  He  laid  out  the  town  of  Farmington  in  said  county. 
He  afterwards  lived  in  Lee  county,  and  then  moved  to  Council  Bluffs  in  1846." 

This  same  Isaac  Galland,  then  an  elder  in  the  Mormon  ( Latter-Day 
Saints)  church,  in  February,  183c),  wrote  Governor  Robert  Lucas,  of  Iowa, 
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inquiring  whether  his  church  people  would  be  permitted  to  purchase  lands  and 
settle  in  the  territory  of  Iowa.  The  reply  of  Governor  Lucas  was  character- 
istic and  manly.  He  informed  Mr.  Galland  that  there  was  no  authority  that 
could  constitutionally  deprive  them  of  that  right;  that  they  were  citizens  of 
the  Tinted  States  and  entitled  to  the  same  political  rights  and  legal  protection 
as  other  citizens;  that  their  religious  opinions  had  nothing  to  do  with  'our 
political  transactions.'  Isaac  Galland  published,  in  1840,  a  book  called  'Gal- 
land's  Iowa  Emigrant.'  In  this  work  he  gives  much  of  the  history  of  terri- 
torial Iowa,  then  including  what  is  now  Minnesota  and  half  of  the  present 
Uakotas.  He  seems  to  have  had  a  touch  of  sarcasm  in  this  work,  for  he  says 
in  his  introductory  chapter:  it  would  seem  that  thus  far  each  individual 
who  presumed  to  write  on  the  subject  has  entertained  an  idea  that  nothing 
deserving  of  notice  had  occurred  in  Iowa  until  he  himself  arrived.'  " 

The  early  settlers  of  Galland's  Grove,  among  the  first  pioneers  of  the 
county,  were  principally  Latter-Day  Saints,  who  were  seeking  new  homes 
after  the  disruption  of  the  church  at  Nauvoo.  Illinois,  and  the  scattering  of 
its  members  throughout  Iowa  and  other  states. 

A  brief  account  of  the  history  of  this  people,  their  religious  creed  and  the 
conditions  and  circumstances  which  led  to  their  settlement  in  western  Iowa, 
and  particularly  in  Galland's  Grove,  w  ill,  it  is  believed,  not  be  out  of  place  in 
this  connection. 

The  origin  of  this  religious  sect  and  the  claims  of  Joseph  Smith,  who 
was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  church,  known  as  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  are.  by  many,  very  imperfectly  understood. 

It  was  claimed  by  Joseph  Smith  that,  in  answer  to  earnest  prayer  for 
spiritual  light  and  wisdom,  he  received  revelations  from  God  and  visitations 
of  heavenly  messengers,  as  did  the  prophets  in  Old  and  Xew  Testament 
times.  He  claimed  that  in  fulfillment  of  P.ible  prophecy  an  angel  of  the  I.ord 
came  to  earth  and  ordained  him  and  Oliver  Cowdery  by  laying  on  of  hands, 
and  directed  them  and  others,  after  baptism,  to  organize  the  church.  In 
obedience  to  this  command  the  church  was  organized  at  Palmyra.  Xew  York. 
April  6,  1830. 

In  solemn  assembly  the  church  affirmed  the  principles  of  the  gospel 
taught  by  Christ  and  His  apostles  as  recorded  in  the  Bible  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  declared  a  belief  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  in  which,  it  is  claimed,  is 
given  a  historical,  doctrinal  and  prophetical  account  of  a  pre-historic  civiliza- 
tion on  the  American  continent  from  the  dispersion  at  the  Tower  of  Babel 
to  the  fifth  century  of  the  Christian  era,  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-five 
hundred  years. 
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In  church  organization  they  followed  closely  the  New  Testament  plan, 
having  apostles,  prophets,  seventies,  patriarchs,  or  evangelists,  pastors  or 
high  priests,  bishops,  elders,  priests,  teachers  and  deacons. 

The  church  soon  gathered  into  its  folds  people  from  various  walks  of 
life — the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  until  they  num- 
bered many  thousands.  A  large  number  of  the  members  soon  emigrated 
from  New  York  to  Kirtland,  Ohio,  where  they  built  up  a  great  common- 
wealth and  erected  a  beautiful  temple,  which  still  stands  and  is  still  used  by 
the  disciples  of  this  faith  for  divine  worship.  From  this  place  missionaries 
went  as  far  west  as  Missouri.  Later  many  laymen,  with  their  families,  fol- 
lowed and  established  for  themselves  homes  in  the  northern  and  western 
parts  of  that  state.  Unlike  most  of  their  neighbors,  they  were  opposed  to 
slave  traffic,  and  as  a  consequence  they  were  forced  to  abandon  their  homes 
in  Missouri.  They  emigrated  from  there  to  Illinois,  where  thousands  found 
peace,  protection  and  prosperity  for  a  time.  The  principal  settlement  was 
made  in  Hancock  county,  where,  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  they 
built  the  city  of  Nauvoo — the  "City  Beautiful,"  which  was,  in  1843,  the 
pride  of  the  state.  It  was  at  Carthage,  near  Nauvoo,  that  their  prophet  and 
leader,  Joseph  Smith,  was  killed,  in  1844.  The  church  membership  then 
numbered  nearly  two  hundred  thousand. 

The  convictions  of  this  people  continued  strong  in  opposition  to  the 
slave-holding  system  of  the  Southern  states  and  was  one  of  the  direct  causes 
of  the  martyrdom  of  Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother,  Hyram.  Of  their  un- 
timely death  ex-Ciovernor  Ford,  in  his  history  of  Illinois  (pages  7  and  8), 
says:  "It  was  cold-blooded  murder,  and  the  persons  who  committed  the 
crime  ought  to  have  been  made  to  answer  for  it." 

The  death  of  the  martyrs  caused  disruption  in  the  church.  Brigham 
Young,  one  of  the  twelve  apostles,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  organization, 
claimed  the  right  to  leadership.  Many  public  meetings  were  held  in  which  he 
was  denounced  as  a  usurper  and  a  tyrant  not  worthy  of  membership,  because 
of  having  violated  the  laws  of  God  and  the  church.  But  he  succeeded  in  in- 
ducing a  fraction  of  the  membership  to  follow  him  to  Utah,  where  he  later 
introduced  the  doctrine  of  polygamy  and  established  a  church  of  his  own. 
but  retaining  the  name  of  the  original  church. 

Owing  to  the  strong  pro-slavery  element  in  southern  Illinois,  near 
Nauvoo,  and  a  growing  prejudice  and  jealousy  on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
citizens  in  that  part  of  the  state  against  the  Latter-Day  Saints  on  account  of 
their  political  and  religious  views,  the  church  became  disorganized  and  its 
members  scattered  over  many  different  states  and  territories. 
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As  a  class  they  were  peaceable  and  law-abiding  and.  although  persecuted 
and  driven  from  place  to  place,  many  continued  steadfast  in  their  faith  in 
God.  They  not  only  refused  to  follow  Brigham  Young  in  his  hegira  from 
Nauvoo  to  Utah,  but  strongly  denounced  him  and  the  doctrines  introduced 
by  him. 

H.  H.  Bancroft,  the  great  American  historian,  in  his  book,  page  164, 
has  this  to  say  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints,  many  of  whom  moved  to  Iowa: 
"But  when  the  testimony  on  both  sides  is  carefully  weighed,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  Mormons  ( Latter-Day  Saints  )  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  were, 
as  a  class,  a  more  moral,  honest,  temperate,  hard-working,  self-denying  and 
thrifty  people  than  the  gentiles  by  whom  they  were  surrounded." 

It  was  owing  to  this  general  disruption  of  the  church  at  the  death  of 
the  martyrs  and  the  subsequent  scattering  of  its  members  throughout  the 
various  states  and  territories,  that  brought  many  to  western  Iowa  in  1848, 
1849  and  the  early  fifties. 

After  crossing  the  state  from  its  eastern  boundary,  traversing  its  rich 
valleys  and  fertile  slopes,  crossing  its  trackless  prairies,  fording  its  running 
streams  in  their  "prairie  schooners"  drawn  by  oxen,  many  of  the  I-ntter-Day 
Saints  found  homes  in  Pottawattamie,  Harrison,  Crawford  and  Shelby 
counties.  Their  homes  were  made  in  the  sheltering  forests  that  skirted  the 
streams.  In  that  early  day,  when  the  country  had  no  better  means  of  trans- 
portation than  could  be  furnished  by  the  historic  "prairie  schooner,"  drawn 
by  a  yoke  of  oxen,  or  possibly  a  span  of  horses,  it  became  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  these  early  pioneers  make  their  homes  where  nature  had  provided 
protection  against  the  severity  of  the  Iowa  blizzards,  by  means  of  her  natural 
groves  and  where  they  could  have  the  timber  for  fuel  and  the  logs  for  build- 
ing their  rude  primitive  dwellings.  Because  this  grove,  the  largest  in  the 
county,  afforded  the  shelter  and  the  material  indispensable  to  the  early  settler 
it  was  chosen  by  these  Latter-Day  Saints  as  a  place  in  which  to  settle  and 
establish  permanent  homes.  They  were  soon  breaking  the  virgin  soil,  felling 
the  native  trees  out  of  which  to  build  their  log  houses  for  dwellings,  for 
public  school  buildings  and  places  for  religious  services.  Closely  following 
these  first  improvements  came  the  saw-mill  and  the  grist-mill,  in  some  in- 
stances the  two  combined  in  one.  to  which  the  early  pioneer  brought  his  bag 
of  corn  or  wheat  and  waiting  until  it  was  ground,  returned  with  his  grist 
from  his  own  grain  after  there  had  been  deducted  therefrom  the  miller's  toll. 

The  members  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church  were  beginning  to  rise 
above  the  gloom  and  depression  occasioned  by  the  death  of  their  prophet  and 
the  disorganization  of  the  church;  conferences  were  held,  and  in  1852  a 
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FIRST  CHl-RCII  ERECTED  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 
Built  of  logs  by  the  Latter-day  Saints  at  Galland's  Grove. 


ELDER  JOHN  A.  McINTOSH, 

One  of  the  First  Missionaries  of 
Galland's  Grove. 


ELDER  THOMAS  DOBSON, 

Of  the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  at  Galland's 
Grove.   The  earliest  missionary  worker 
In  Shelby  Comity. 
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reorganization  of  the  church  was  effected,  missionaries  were  again  sent  out 
to  preach  and  to  again  build  up  the  church.  Galland's  Grove  furnished  a 
large  number  of  these  early  missionaries,  among  whom  were  Elders  John  A. 
Mcintosh,  Alexander  McCord,  Eli  Clothier,  Ralph  Jenkins,  Sr.,  John  Haw- 
ley  and  others. 

The  Galland's  Grove  branch,  or  local  church,  was  organized  by  Elders 
W.  W.  Blair  and  E.  C.  Briggs  October  21,  1859,  with  thirteen  members, 
viz :  William  Vanausdall,  Uriah  Roundy,  Rena  Roundy,  John  A.  Mcintosh, 
Melinda  Mcintosh,  Alexander  McCord,  Sibyl  McCord,  Elizabeth  J.  William- 
son, Alexander  Hunt,  Mary  Hunt,  Lewis  Jackson,  Elizabeth  Thomas  and 
Alexander  Black.  The  only  surviving  charter  member  is  Mrs.  Melinda  Mc- 
intosh, the  aged  widow  of  Elder  John  A.  Mcintosh  and  the  mother  of 
Alexander  Black,  who  died  in  June  of  this  present  year,  1914. 

The  first  president  or  local  pastor  of  the  Galland's  Grove  branch,  or  local 
church  organization,  was  Elder  William  Vanausdall,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Roundy,  the  widow  of  Asael  Roundy.  Since  that  time  others  of  the 
early  settlers  among  this  people  have  succeeded  him  in  this  office  as  follows : 
Uriah  Roundy  (the  father  of  Hon.  Washington  Roundy  and  Asael  Roundy), 
Benjamin  Crandall,  John  B.  Hunt,  John  A.  Mcintosh,  John  B.  Swain,  Robert 
Ford,  John  Hawley,  Ralph  Jenkins,  Sr.,  Absalom  Kuykendall,  Eli  Clothier, 
Milton  Lynch,  Ingwert  Hansen,  Alfred  Jackson,  Chancy  Williamson,  Jacob 
L.  Gunsolley,  John  H.  Young,  Romanan  Wight,  Oliver  E.  Holcomb,  Joseph 
H.  Greenwood  and  David  S.  Baughman. 

Those  who,  in  pioneer  days,  occupied  the  office  of  branch  clerk  are 
Andrew  G.  Jackson,  Nathan  Lindsey,  Oliver  E.  Holcomb,  Sr.,  John  Pett  and 
James  Pearsall.  The  Galland's  Grove  branch  is  one  of  the  oldest  local  church 
organizations  in  the  Reorganized  Church.  It  is  the  oldest  branch  in  the  dis- 
trict bearing  its  name,  which  was  organized  October  6,  1863,  and  comprised 
the  counties  of  Shelby,  Crawford.  Audubon,  Guthrie.  Dallas.  Polk  and  Sac. 
Later  changes  were  made  in  the  boundaries  of  this  district,  so  it  now  com- 
prises twenty-one  counties,  as  follows:  Shelby,  Crawford,  Carroll,  Greene. 
Guthrie,  Audubon,  Humboldt,  Pocahontas,  Buena  Vista,  Palo  Alto,  Clay, 
Cherokee,  Dickinson,  Webster,  Calhoun.  Sac,  Ida.  O'Brien.  Emmet,  Osceola 
and  Kossuth.  This  district,  comprising  these  twenty-one  counties,  has  al- 
ways been  known  as  the  Galland's  Grove  district,  taking  its  name  from  this 
early  settlement  of  Latter- Day  Saints  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county. 

The  first  president  of  this  district  was  Elder  John  A.  Mcintosh  and 
among  those  of  the  early  pioneers  who  succeeded  him  in  this  office  might  be 
mentioned  Elders  Thomas  Dobson.  Alexander  McCord,  Eli  Clothier.  Jonas 
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W.  Chatburn,  W.  W.  Whiting,  Charles  E.  Butterworth,  James  M.  Baker, 
David  M.  Rudd  and  James  C  Crabb.  The  first  bishop's  agent  for  this  dis- 
trict was  Elder  John  Pett,  of  Galland's  Grove  branch,  who  served  in  this 
office  from  1873  to  1897,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Charles  J.  Hunt, 
who  was  ordained  as  bishop  of  the  district  in  the  year  1900. 

For  over  twenty  years  the  Latter-Day  Saints  of  Galland's  Grove  held 
their  religious  services  in  a  log  building  and  many  of  these  old-time  saints 
have  delighted  in  telling  of  the  pleasant  memories  of  the  spiritual  feasts 
enjoyed  within  its  humble  walls. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Charles  J.  Hunt,  bishop  of  the  Galland's  Grove 
district,  and  Thomas  N.  Franklin,  of  Harlan,  we  are  able  to  present  a  picture 
of  the  first  church  building  erected  in  the  county. 

It  was  built  in  Galland's  Grove  in  the  early  fifties,  of  unhewed  logs, 
roofed  with  split  clapboards,  rived  from  straight-grained  logs  cut  in  three 
or  four-foot  lengths.  These  clapboards  were  held  in  place  on  the  building  by 
means  of  poles  lying  across  them,  lengthwise  of  the  building,  and  fastened  at 
either  end,  as,  at  that  time,  they  had  no  nails  with  which  to  nail  them  on. 
Through  Bishop  Hunt  and  Mr.  Franklin  we  have  obtained  half-tone  portraits 
of  Elder  John  A.  Mcintosh,  the  first  president  of  the  Galland's  Grove  dis- 
trict, and  F.lder  Thomas  Dobson,  who.  according  to  public  records  in  the 
county  clerk's  office,  performed  the  first  marriage  ceremony  in  the  county. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church  at  Galland's 
Grove  have  attained  distinction  and  eminent  positions  in  the  councils  of  the 
general  church,  among  whom  might  be  mentioned  Heman  C.  Smith,  who 
was  chosen  as  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  in  1887,  and  was  afterwards  made 
historian  for  the  general  church,  which  position  he  still  occupies;  and  his 
brother,  Hyram  O.  Smith,  who  is  now  one  of  the  patriarchs  and  evangelical 
ministers  to  the  church. 

The  letter-Day  Saints  of  Shelby  county  and  their  descendants  have 
furnished  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  in  the  person  of 
Hon.  Washington  Roundy;  a  sheriff,  in  Thomas  W.  Chatburn;  a  coroner 
and  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  Jonas  W.  Chatburn;  members  of 
said  board  in  John  A.  Mcintosh.  John  B.  Swain,  Alexander  McCord  and 
other  officers. 

The  Galland's  Grove  district  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  held  its  quarterly 
conference  Octoher  22-24,  1909,  in  the  church  at  Galland's  Grove.  This  con- 
ference was  also  the  occasion  for  commemorating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  organization  of  the  branch  of  the  church  at  Galland's  Grove.  The  church 
was  beautifully  decorated  and  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  church  were 
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present,  including  Elder  E.  C.  Briggs,  a  man  seventy- four  years  of  age,  who 
helped  to  organize  the  branch  at  Galland's  Grove  and  who  had  been  a  mis- 
sionary for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  also  Elder  J.  W.  Wright,  of  Lamoni, 
Iowa. 

OTHER  SETTLEMENTS  IN  THE  GROVES. 

Elsewhere  in  this  work  reference  is  made  to  the  building  by  Abel  Gal- 
land  and  his  son,  William,  of  a  log  cabin  in  1848  at  Galland's  Grove.  Within 
a  few  years  following  came  many  families,  a  majority  of  them  belonging  to 
the  Latter-Day  Saints  church.  Among  the  settlers  who  followed  the  Gallands 
might  be  mentioned  the  following  families:  William  Jordan,  a  son-in-law 
of  Abel  Galland,  who,  with  his  family,  it  is  said,  lived  in  the  Galland  log 
cabin  during  the  winter  of.  1848-49,  the  first  white  family  to  spend  a  winter 
in  Shelby  county;  William  Felshaw,  Solomon  Hancock,  Joseph  Hancock, 
Franklin  Rudd,  Joseph  Roberts,  Medad  Thompson,  Eli  Fouts,  Samuel  G. 
Thornton,  Sidney  Rudd,  Alexander  McCord,  Noel  Fouts,  William  Vanaus- 
dall,  L.  G.  Tubbs,  Uriah  Roundy,  Albert  Crandall,  Ethel  P.  Brown,  Benja- 
min Homer,  O.  E.  Holcomb,  David  Baughman,  John  E.  West,  Lewis  Jack- 
son, Wilson  Keairnes,  B.  K.  Homer,  Washington  Roundy,  William  W. 
Reed,  Chauncey  Williamson,  James  M.  Butler,  John  A.  Mcintosh,  Ralph 
Jenkins,  John  Hawley,  Milton  Lynch,  Benjamin  Crandall,  Robert  Ford,  Eli 
Clothier,  Thomas  Black,  Alexander  Black,  Joshua  Butler  and  others.  Possi- 
bly the  oldest  man  born  in  the  county  and  at  present  residing  in  the  county  is 
Bradley  McCord,  a  son  of  the  above  named  Alexander  McCord.  Mr.  Brad- 
ley McCord  was  born  in  Galland's  Grove  on  December  27,  1852. 

Probably  the  next  settlement  in  Shelby  county  was  that  at  "Hacktown," 
in  section  16  of  Fairview  township,  about  two  miles  south  of  Corley  and  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Nishnabotna  river.  This  was  a  group  of  settlers  who 
were  natives  of  Fountain  county,  Indiana.  Perhaps  the  first  to  settle  were 
Abraham  Watson,  Constantine  Watson,  Jonathan  V.  Watson  and  William 
Hack  and  his  two  sons,  Leander  and  Perry,  all  of  whom,  it  would  seem, 
came  in  1852,  probably  before  the  settlement  at  Cuppy's  Grove.  In  the 
spring  of  1853  came  Henry  Custer,  Sr.,  and  his  family,  including  his  sons, 
Rudy,  Henry,  Jr.,  and  Benton  C,  the  last  two  named  being  residents  of 
Harlan.  In  1854  came  Albert  Hack  and  his  son.  H.  P.  Hack,  who  later  was 
treasurer  of  the  county,  and  is  now  residing  on  the  old  home  farm.  In  1855 
came  Wesley  McKeig.  father  of  J.  W.  McKeig,  of  Harlan,  and  others. 

Across  the  river  on  the  west,  in  section  17  of  Fairview  township,  in  a 
small  tract  of  timber  known  to  this  day  as  Waterbnrv's  Grove.  Stephen 


Digitized  by  Google 


io8 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


Waterbury  and  his  son,  Lewis,  settled  in  1853.  They  were  natives  of  New 
York.  There  were  probably  others  who  came  and  went  in  the  early  history 
of  this  settlement. 

Probably  the  next  settlement  in  the  groves  was  that  at  Cuppy's  Grove. 
Dr.  W.  J.  Johnston,  a  Pennsylvanian  (father  of  Mrs.  L.  N.  Rogers,  now 
Mrs.  Jesse  Scott)  and  family,  and  Adam  Cuppy  and  family,  came  to  Cuppy's 
Grove  in  1852.  Within  a  few  years  following  three  Pennsylvanians.  of 
"Pennsylvania  Dutch"  ancestry,  settled  in  the  same  grove,  slightly  to  the 
southwest.  They  were  Abraham  Rubendall,  Jacob  Shaffer  and  Benjamin 
Pieffer.  Messrs.  Shaffer  and  Rubendall  subsequently  served  as  members  of 
the  board  of  supervisors. 

Bowman's  Grove  was  first  settled  about  1853.  apparently  by  Alanson 
Sweat  and  Dwight  Terrill,  Ohioans,  the  latter  the  father  of  D.  Terrill,  of 
Center  township.  The  grove  was  named  apparently  in  honor  of  either  Leon- 
ard Bowman  or  his  son,  Daniel,  both  of  whom  came  to  the  grove  about  1853, 
or  possibly  in  1854.  Leonard  Bowman  was  a  Pennsylvanian,  born  in  1792. 
Other  very  early  settlers  at  Bowman's  Grove  were  Thomas  Casteel,  a  son- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Bowman;  two  Kentuckians,  J.  H.  Dalton  and  H.  F.  Dalton. 
the  former  now  residing  in  Center  township;  James  B.  McConnell,  John 
McConnell,  his  son,  and  Jacob  B.  Stutzman.  all  natives  of  Indiana;  P.  H. 
Longcor;  J.  H.  Adams,  father  of  Mrs.  W.  L.  Baughn;  Lysander  Sweat, 
Jacob  J.  Miller,  father  of  County  Treasurer  Miller,  and  others;  Martin 
Obrecht,  father  of  VV.  M.  Obrecht,  and  others.  The  author  is  informed  by 
Jacob  B.  Stutzman  that  James  McConnell  lived  on  the  south  side  of  the 
grove,  a  little  west  of  where  J.  H.  Philson  once  resided;  Leonard  Bowman, 
on  the  old  George  Swinehart  premises;  Daniel  Bowman,  on  the  place  after- 
wards known  as  the  David  Barkman  place;  Dwight  Terrill.  about  where 
John  Grabill  now  lives;  Casteel,  where  J.  H.  Philson  afterwards  lived; 
J.  H.  Adams,  on  what  was  later  known  as  the  E.  Myers  farm,  now  owned  by 
George  Walters;  Lysander  Sweat,  across  the  road  and  slightly  west  from 
Adams,  on  what  was  later  known  as  the  Black  farm,  or  Littleton  farm; 
Alanson  Sweat,  where  Will  Barkman  now  lives,  etc.  In  1855,  a  little  to  the 
west  of  Bowman's  Grove,  in  section  36  of  what  is  now  Douglas  township. 
Jonathan  Wyland  settled,  and  near  him  his  son,  W  illiam  Wyland,  afterwards 
county  judge  of  Shelby  county.  Jonathan  Wyland  was  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  first  men  of  the  county  to  push  away  from  the  timber  and  boldly  start 
his  home  on  the  prairie,  although  he  did  afterwards  own  and  operate  a  saw- 
mill in  Bowman's  Grove. 

Leland's  Grove  was  first  settled  by  Benjamin  L.  Leland.  a  member  of 
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the  Latter-Day  Saints  church,  in  1854.  Following  him  came  in  that  vicinity 
George  Shearer,  1855;  Buck  Hewitt,  1855;  Samuel  H.  Lytle,  1856;  David 
Tutty.  1856;  John  Gollop,  1858,  or  1859;  V.  H.  Butler,  1862;  B.  V.  Springer, 
1862;  Henry  Halliday,  1864;  Richard  Leytham,  1865;  Thomas  Bell,  1865; 
David  Hall,  1868;  Jonathan  Bullard,  1868;  B.  S.  Shackelton,  1869;  William 
Handy,  1869. 

William  Howlett,  an  Englishman,  who  gave  his  name  to  Howlett's 
Grove,  in  Fairview  township,  came  there  in  1859.  Near  him  settled,  about 
this  time,  Byron  Bunnell,  a  member  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church.  A 
man  named  Barlow  also  settled  there  very  early.  James  B.  McConnell  passed 
the  winter  of  1855  there. 

Merrill's  Grove,  in  Polk  township,  was  settled  during  the  fifties  by 
George  Merrill,  for  whom  the  grove  was  named. 

Northeast  of  Kirkman,  about  a  mile,  is  a  grove  which  has  been  known 
by  various  names,  such  as  Wood's  Grove,  Slates'  Grove,  Clark's  Grove, 
Kibby's  Grove  and  sometimes  as  Kimball's  Grove.  Apparently,  the  first  set- 
tler here  was  Nelson  Ward,  in  1853  or  l854.  followed  by  Lytle  Woods,  C.  J. 
Kimball,  Samuel  Slates,  F.  G.  Clark  and  others. 

Kidd's  Grove,  in  Douglas  township,  northwest  of  Kirkman,  was  settled 
by  Charles  Kidd,  an  Ohioan,  about  1856.  This  is  now  known  as  Fountain's 
Grove. 

The  earliest  settlers  at  Wick's  Grove,  now  sometimes  called  "Rabbit 
Hollow,"  or  in  that  vicinity,  were  L.  D.  Sunderland,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
came  in  1853,  Mansel  Wicks,  M.  H.  Stanton,  Milton  Heath,  William  Mc- 
Ginness,  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  perhaps  others. 

PIONEERS  OF  CLAY  TOWNSHIP. 

The  following  named  persons  appear  to  have  settled  in  Clay  township 
in  1866:  I.  Pucket,  T.  W.  Winters,  Lorenzo  Winters,  Silas  Whitney, 
Thomas  Whitney,  Lewis  LaFleur,  D.  Hudson,  Avers  Martin,  George  Hoper; 
in  1867  came  Mason  Fish  and  his  sons,  E.  F.  Fish  and  G«orge  M.  Fish ;  about 
1868,  Chris  Johnson  and  Ole  Johnson,  and  about  the  same  time  Judson  Wfl- 
marth  and  William  Wilmarth;  David  Thomas,  in  about  1871  or  1872;  Phillip 
Armentrout  and  his  brother,  George  Armentrout,  in  1871 ;  Dr.  P.  B.  Allen 
about  1872;  D.  C.  Arkwright  about  1870.  Other  pioneers  were  George  F. 
Brigham,  Harmon  Pinney.  John  Lamphere.  John  Baird.  Peter  Carl  Hansen, 
Lewis  Kellogg,  Daniel  Fleming.  Andrew  Kolb.  Peter  I.  Peterson,  George 
James,  Rasmus  Hansen,  E.  A.  Noon.  J.  M.  H.  Clark,  Thomas  McMahon, 
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John  G.  Gassnick,  M.  Seymore,  David  Pritchard,  George  VV.  Potts,  John  M. 
Clark,  George  VV.  McCrory,  M.  S.  Fudge,  and  others.  Some  of  the  names 
of  the  earliest  Danish  settlers  are  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

JACKSON  TOWNSHIP. 

Subsequent  to  the  settlement  of  the  northwest  part  of  Jackson  township, 
constituting  a  part  of  Bowman's  Grove,  which  settlement  began  in  the  fifties 
and  continued  through  the  sixties,  there  came,  beginning  about  1870  to  1880, 
a  rapid  settlement  on  the  prairie  lands  south  and  southeast  of  Bowman's 
Grove.  The  tirst  persons  to  settle  in  Jackson  township  were  undoubtedly 
Leonard  Bowman  and  his  son,  Daniel,  about  1853  or  1854.  Other  very 
early  settlers  were  James  B.  McConnell,  Jacob  B.  Stutzman,  J.  R.  Dalton  and 
others  at  Bowman's  Grove.  Other  settlers,  beginning  with  about  1868  or 
1869,  and  running  down  to  about  1880,  were  J.  R.  Boyd,  J.  H.  Philson, 
George  Littleton,  J.  W.  Black,  Eliab  Meyers,  D.  Barkman,  T.  J.  Caldwell, 
H.  C.  McConnell,  VV.  T.  Plummer,  George  McOueen,  John  Fritz,  Silas 
Fritz,  James  Dunnington,  P.  F.  Philson,  11.  YY.  Patterson,  Ole  Hansen,  M. 
C.  Rasmussen,  Lars  Nelson,  P.  Nelson,  John  Schouboe,  VV.  D.  Fritz,  John 
Watson,  D.  W.  Uptegrove,  C.  L.  Drake,  John  Wilson,  J.  C.  Rold,  H.  Pulver. 
J.  VV.  White,  Hans  Hoogensen,  Mathias  Sorensen,  Clans  Ohms,  J.  1).  Loren- 
zen,  11.  C.  Hendrickson,  Hans  Hansen  (  father  of  Knud  Hansen  and  others), 
Peter  Anderson,  R.  Brodersen,  Jacob  Brodersen,  Peter  Madson,  M.  F.  Ker- 
win,  J.  G.  Gassnick,  George  W.  Allen,  the  McFlfresh  brothers,  R.  M.  Dick- 
son, Philip  Armentrout,  William  Pringlc,  Xcls  Mathiesen,  Peter  Hansen. 
Andrew  Hansen.  A.  H.  Christensen,  A.  D.  Ross.  Matt  Thompson,  J.  C. 
Petersen.  Anthony  Jacobscn,  L.  J.  Buck,  J.  D.  Vandeburgh,  James  Stewart. 
J.  J.  Harter.  Christian  Damm,  Charles  Daitmi,  Henry  Mizner,  Peter  Kroman. 
Hans  Nissen,  Jens  Tolstrup.  George  Waugh  and  others.  Probably  four- 
fifths  of  these  men  settled  in  the  township  prior  to  1X77.  The  first  settlements 
skirted  the  north,  west  and  south  sides  of  the  township. 

CASS  TOWNSHIP. 

The  first  settler  in  Cass  township  was  Benjamin  L.  Leland.  who  came 
to  that  township  and  settled  in  what  was  subsequently  known  as  I. eland's 
Grove  in  1854.  Mr.  Leland,  like  many  of  the  other  earliest  settlers  of 
Shelby  comity,  had  cast  his  lot  with  the  jicople  commonly  called  the  Mormons, 
and  had  started  for  Salt  Lake  City.  (  tali,  but  becoming  disgusted,  however. 
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with  the  evils  that  crept  into  the  church,  he  came  to  the  grove  now  bearing 
his  name.  He  passed  through  the  winter  of  the  deep  snow  of  1856-7  and 
he  often  said  had  it  not  been  for  the  abundance  of  deer  and  elk  he  and  his 
family  certainly  would  have  perished,  as  the  nearest  place  where  anything 
could  be  bought  was  Kanesville.  Mr.  Leland  was  the  first  man  to  hold  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  what  is  now  Cass  township,  but  at  the  time 
of  his  election  this  territory  was  in  the  township  to  which  Harlan  belonged. 
Mr.  Leland  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  Speaking  of  other  settlers  of  Leland's 
Grove,  Mr.  Lytle  was  a  native  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Springer,  of  Indiana;  Messrs. 
Halliday,  Leytham,  Bell.  Shackleton,  and  William  Handy  were  all  natives 
of  England.  Mr.  Bullard  came  from  Canada.  The  birthplace  of  the  other 
early  settlers  I  have  been  unable  to  learn.  Of  the  above  named  persons, 
Messrs.  Leland,  Halliday,  Shackleton,  Hall,  Bullard,  Bell  and  Handy,  to- 
gether with  their  families,  belonged  to  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church. 

These  settlers  went  to  Calhoun,  near  what  is  now  Missouri  Valley,  in 
Harrison  county,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  to  mill  sometimes,  but 
generally  they  went  to  Wicks'  mill  near  Council  Bluffs,  which  was  thirty 
miles  or  more  distant.  The  first  school  house  in  Cass  township  stood  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  31,  and  the  first  school 
teacher  was  B.  V.  Springer. 

Among  the  first  officers  were  John  J.  Copeland,  township  clerk:  Henry 
Halliday,  Richard  leytham,  Jonathan  Bullard,  trustees ;  B.  L.  Leland,  Joseph 
Seddon.  and  Henry  Halliday,  members  of  the  county  hoard  of  supervisors. 

The  author  is  particularly  indebted  for  most  of  the  foregoing  informa- 
tion to  Joseph  Seddon,  now  a  resident  of  Persia,  Iowa.  He  came  to  Shelby 
county  in  1864,  with  Henry  Halliday.  who  was  his  stepfather.  Mr.  Seddon 
was  l»rn  in  England.  December  8,  1844;  he  came  to  America  in  1848,  arriving 
at  Council  Bluffs.  July  3,  1850.  His  father  died  August  12.  1850,  and  in 
1856  Joseph  Seddon  moved  to  Florence.  Nebraska.  In  1858  he  went  to  Genoa, 
Xebraska.  and  in  1864  he  came  back  to  Shelby  county,  where  he  remained  a 
pioneer  resident  for  many  years,  and  helped  to  develop  the  township  of  Cass. 

There  was  a  large  influx  of  settlers  in  Cass  township  in  1875  an(l  f°r  a 
year  or  two  later.  Among  the  men  who  came  about  tin's  time,  were  John  G. 
Clark.  Constant  Leinen.  Peter  Korth.  G.  W.  Alloway.  William  F.  Green. 
Capt.  George  M.  Williams.  Nels  Petitt.  John  Higgins.  Jonathan  Roland 
Alexander  Sims.  George  H.  Sims,  Robert  Rockenbaugh,  E.  E.  Hoover,  G. 
W.  Walmer.  During  the  sixties  William  Williams  lived  in  a  log  cabin  built 
on  a  part  of  the  land  which  is  now  the  site  of  Portsmouth. 
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SHELBY. 

Undoubtedly  the  first  settler  of  Shelby  township  was  James  Hawkins, 
whose  settlement  there  dates  from  1865,  although  he  entered  land  there  in 
1855.  Probably  the  next  earliest  settlers  in  the  township  were  C.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, D.  B.  Pierce,  William  Halloran,  and  Nathaniel  Lawson,  who  came 
into  the  north  part  of  the  township  in  i860.  About  1870  came  J.  P.  Mc- 
Ewen,  W.  E.  Edwards.  David  E.  Edwards,  Andrew  Miller,  F.  A.  Miller, 
and  others.  During  the  seventies,  there  came  the  Pomeroy  brothers,  George 
Rink,  George  W.  Ickes.  W.  H.  Brown.  1).  E.  Morris.  L.  Morris,  Andrew- 
Marshall,  A.  J.  Savage,  J.  C.  Mansfield.  Rush  C.  Benedict,  Mr.  Tucker,  E.  C. 
Clapp.  Alex  Adams.  George  F.  Colby.  J.  W.  Garmong,  E.  A.  Collins.  W.  F. 
Cleveland,  D.  C.  Cooper,  Jacob  B.  Linn,  Harrison  Smith.  John  R.  Mansfield, 
H.  S.  McEwen,  William  M.  Leigh,  J.  E.  Bomberger,  W.  M.  Bombcrger.  W. 
J.  Long,  H.  O.  Mattox,  John  Sandham,  Nels  Sallman.  M.  T.  Keeney,  Dr. 
Campbell,  Dr.  N.  Jasper  Jones.  George  D.  Pierce,  C.  J.  Byam,  M.  V.  Best, 
Joseph  Penn,  William  G.  Barrett.  Joseph  Tatman,  S.  D.  Abbott,  Thomas 
Chatbum,  Dr.  DeMott.  J.  W.  Green,  J.  A.  Green,  the  Means  brothers,  John 
S.  Potter,  John  Davis,  H.  M.  Fagan,  J.  D.  Caughran.  J.  M.  Wood,  Hugh 
Harrod,  John  W.  Harrod.  Dr.  L.  Benham,  John  Burwell,  W.  F.  Christopher, 
J.  S.  Dee.  E.  Heilig,  Dr.  P.  K.  Watters.  W.  M.  McCown.  and  others.  Refer- 
ence is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work  to  the  names  of  the  early  German  set- 
tlers of  the  east  part  of  the  township. 

FAIRVIEW. 

From  the  best  data  obtainable  the  author  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
first  man  to  settle  in  w  hat  is  now  Fair  v  iew  township  was  Thomas  Jefferson 
Tague,  a  Kentuckian,  who  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  east  side  of  the  Botna 
river  in  1851  near  the  south  boundary  line  uf  the  county.  The  next  earliest 
settlements  were  the  Custer-Hack-Watson-Waterbury  settlements  of  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Hacktown.  Other  early  settlers  were :  Japheth  Brown, 
William  Howlett,  Sr.,  William  Howlett,  Jr.,  Lambert  Howlett,  Henry  Lee, 
Byron  L.  Bunnell,  Caleb  Smith,  Rev.  A.  Johnson,  J.  H.  Ix>uis,  Horace  Beck- 
ley,  Christian  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Thomas  McDonald,  Peter  Madson, 
C.  Rold,  Niels  Rold,  Peter  Rold,  Soren  Rold.  Soren  Lundby,  Andrew  Lundby, 
Alex  Samuels,  Jens  Tonnesen,  Lars  Weien,  N.  Vogt,  George  Hayward,  H. 
Cooper,  W.  E.  Cooper.  A.  K.  Cooper,  George  Campbell,  J.  M.  Hansen,  L. 
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W.  Trotter,  D.  Walters,  Jacob  Walters,  R.  P.  Foss,  C.  W.  Meier,  Ed.  Guern- 
sey, Albert  Wicks  and  others. 

GROVE. 

Abel  Galland  and  his  son  William  were  the  earliest  settlers  of  Grove 
township.  In  his  reference  to  the  first  pioneer  settlement  of  Shelby  county 
at  Galland's  Grove  the  author  has  set  forth  the  names  of  many  of  the  earliest 
settlers.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  secure  them  all,  since  the  population 
shifted  then  as  now,  very,  very  rapidly.  One  might  add,  however,  the  fol- 
lowing names  to  the  lists  given  in  articles  elsewhere  herein :  John  R.  Hunt, 
Michael  Doyle,  William  Kleeb.  W.  J.  Tingle,  Edwin  Joice,  J.  Hinkle,  Will- 
iam McGarvey,  F.  J.  McNaughton,  George  B.  Thompson,  W.  Wheelen, 
Thomas  O'Day,  Michael  O'Day,  John  Hawley,  M.  White.  C  D.  Kent, 
Patrick  Tierney,  Thomas  Brady,  S.  M.  Ballard,  William  Major,  John  Rounds, 
and  others. 

MONROE. 

The  first  settlers  of  Monroe  were  Adam  Cuppy  and  Dr'.  W.  J.  Johnston, 
who  settled  there  in  1852.  The  author  is  fortunate  in  securing  a  poll  book 
of  Monroe  township,  containing  the  names  of  the  voters  at  the  election  in 
this  township  in  1875.  This  furnishes  a  reliable  list  of  many  of  the  men 
who  were  really  making  the  township  their  home  at  that  time.  The  list  is 
as  follows:  G.  M.  Cuppy,  F.  M.  Reck,  F.  Benson,  N.  Carmichael.  R.  Henry. 
J.  A.  Freas.  W.  D.  l^each,  B.  Johnston.  P.  H.  Dam,  Joseph  Smith,  J.  S. 

Tonnesen,  Morris.  J.  L.  Mickel,  L.  L.  Bartlctt,  W.  H.  Walters. 

L.  K.  Shaffer,  J.  A.  Coppedge,  John  Mead.  H.  Campbell,  Jochim  Bauer, 
Henry  Bauer,  R.  W.  Kite,  Carstcn  Tobiessen,  S.  Moore,  J.  L.  Mead,  T.  B. 
Groff,  E.  Johnston,  J.  M.  Clark,  B.  Hanson,  W.  J.  Clark,  C.  Xasby,  W.  J. 
Johnston,  H.  M.  West,  E.  J.  Benson.  T.  Anstine.  J.  M.  Malick,  H.  C.  Reed, 
J.  G.  Honeywell,  P.  McClure.  A.  Kevan,  T.  T.  Cooper,  W.  A.  Mansee. 

DOUGLAS. 

Probably  Nelson  Ward,  who  settled  in  Douglas  in  1853  or  1854.  was 
the  first  settler  there.  Others  came  very  shortly  after,  such  as  Charles  Kidd. 
Jonathan  Wyland.  F.  G.  Clarke,  Lytic  Woods,  and  others. 

From  a  poll  list  of  Douglas  township,  showing  the  voters  at  the  Novem- 
ber election  of  1876.  I  take  the  following  list  of  pioneers:  George  Errett.  B. 
(8) 
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McCord,  John  Unger,  George  Weaver,  William  Venworth,  W.  P.  Kimball, 
S.  F.  Hurless,  H.  H.  (iill.  Jerry  Slates,  Joseph  Goodman,  Samuel  Oslxjrn. 
Henry  Ash,  C.  W.  Burright,  T.  J.  Wyland,  W.  A.  Johnson,  William  Watkins, 
J.  M.  Hale,  Samuel  Groves,  Jackson  Billeter,  James  Gill,  Levi  Billeter,  Will- 
iam Gill,  E.  Connlev.  Thomas  Kimball,  David  Carter,  John  East,  Hugh  East. 
J.  C.  Reed,  Thomas  Darling,  W.  D.  Smith,  G.  L.  Buckley,  Lewis  Blain,  E. 
B.  Fairchild.  Samuel  Birch,  George  New  house.  Chancy  Randall,  Frank  Slates, 
C  J.  Kimhall,  Ahram  Sedam.  Lewis  Wilson,  A.  Muck,  E  I).  Oaks,  Solomon 
Oaks,  S.  W.  Harmon.  H.  W.  Stoker,  G.  Edwards,  James  Stoker,  Pearson 
Fountain,  William  Young,  J.  C  Harris.  Jackson  Young,  Hiram  Harmon, 
George  F.okars,  Thomas  Mitchell.  Samuel  Slates,  William  Spurgeon,  John  D. 
Maxwell,  Miles  Reynolds,  Xiram  Pratt,  Ciiatham  Kimhall,  Chris  I  andon, 
Orlando  Philbreak,  C.  Page,  L.  L.  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Maxwell,  Adam  Rasley,  W. 
H.  Rasley,  Charles  Schredcr,  J.  P.  Blair,  J.  C.  Buckman,  John  Chathurn, 
Nick  White.  Thomas  French.  George  Kibby,  Allan  Maxwell,  Henry  Wells, 
James  T.  French. 

EARLY  SETTLERS  OF  WESTPHALIA  TOWNSHIP. 

A  poll  list  of  Sumner  township  (later  known  as  Westphalia)  voters  at 
the  election  of  October,  1874,  shows  the  following  names:  Winund  Krantz, 
Mathias  Kuhl,  Thomas  Sonntag,  A.  Miller.  Peter  J.  Hennersbach.  F.  Miller, 
\ickolaus  Molitor,  Joseph  Smith,  August  Kemmcrich,  Jr.,  August  Kem- 
merich,  Sr..  Pet<-r  Book,  Joseph  Blum.  Adam  Gross.  Joseph  Kuhl,  Henry 
Miller.  Mathias  Freund.  Fred  Loehr,  Peter  Kaufman. 

At  the  election  of  1875.  thirty-four  vote  rs  were  registered,  consisting  of 
the  following  named  persons:  Peter  Book.  Joseph  Schmidt,  August  Kem- 
merich  II.  Frederick  Loehr,  Joseph  Kuhl.  Michael  Wilwerding.  William 
Hennc.  Valentine  Kuhl,  Peter  Fngel.  John  Collobitsch,  Alexander  Miller, 
Thomas  Sonntag,  John  Pieffer,  August  Kemmerich,  Jr  .  Mathias  Everts. 

August  — wald  (illegible).  Michael  McCabe,  Mathias  Freund,  Xickolaus 

Molitor,  Henry  Muller,  Mathias  Kuhl.  Peter  Kaufman,  Joseph  Book,  Michael 
Mtlller,  Adam  Gross.  Anton  Ileimerman.  Joseph  Picart,  Peter  Schuchmacker, 
Adam  Schmitz.  Joseph  Blum,  Jacob  Langenfeld.  TVter  Gubbelo,  Joseph 
Xowatzke,  Jacob  Gubbels. 

Westphalia  township  was  for  a  year  or  so  at  first  known  as  Sumner 
township.  It  is  the  only  township  in  the  county  that  had  a  distinctively 
religious  origin,  and  at  the  same  time  a  settlement  composed  almost  wholly 
of  persons  of  foreign  birth.    Tt  was  originally  avowedly  designed  to  make 
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of  this  beautiful  tract  of  purely  prairie  land,  for  it  had  scarcely  a  native  tree 
within  its  borders,  a  German  Catholic  settlement  where  persons  of  this  faith 
might  reside,  rear  their  children,  establish  happy  homes,  and  worship  God 
according  to  the  usages,  traditions,  and  practices  of  their  fathers  for  many 
generations.  These  people  endured  many  privations,  sacrificed  much  to 
realize  their  ideals,  have  made  their  township  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of 
Shelby  county,  and  have  borne  an  unsullied  reputation  for  law-abiding 
citizenship.  This  settlement  has  furnished  a  number  of  splendid  county 
officers  among  whom  might  be  mentioned  Joseph  H.  Kuhl,  F.  W.  Loehr, 
Adam  Schmitz,  E.  A.  Schell,  E.  M.  Hertert  and  others. 

The  early  newspapers  of  Shelby  county  gave  much  space  to  the  early 
growth  of  Westphalia  township,  hence  the  author  is  enabled  to  draw  on 
contemporary  records,  which  are  always  more  satisfactory  than  other  sources 
of  information. 

It  is  likewise  more  interesting  to  secure  when  possible  a  record  of  settle- 
ment made  at  the  time  of  settlement.  The  author  of  this  history  is  fortunate 
in  being  able  to  present  below  a  sketch  contributed  to  the  Shelby  County 
Record  by  a  local  correspondent  at  Westphalia  on  October  29,  1874: 

WESTPHALIA. 

"It  will,  perhaps,  be  of  some  interest  to  your  readers  to  learn  a  more 
detailed  account  of  the  German  colony,  Westphalia,  than  that  already  known. 
So  I  will  try  to  give,  through  the  columns  of  the  Record,  a  short  sketch  of  the 
enterprise,  from  its  beginning  to  the  present  time. 

"It  is  about  two  years  since  the  enterprise  of  the  above  named  settle- 
ment was  actively  started.  A.  H.  Ketteler  had  obtained  a  whole  township  of 
land  from  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  on  which 
to  locate  the  colony,  and  had.  by  contract,  bound  himself  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany to  secure  fifty  settlers  in  the  first  eighteen  months,  although  the  land  was 
a  vast  ocean  of  prairie,  which  presented  but  few  attractions  to  the  new-comer. 
The  settling  proceeded  very  slowly,  and  Mr.  Ketteler  could  not  fulfill  his 
contract,  and  was.  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  discharged.  E.  Fluesche 
was  appointed  to  the  position,  under  whose  supervision  the  enterprise  lias 
made  astonishing  progress.  Yet  it  is  but  two  years  since  this  broad  expanse 
of  green  sward — now  ere  long  to  be  the  smiling  home  of  the  husbandman — 
was  converted  into  rich  fields  of  grain:  the  wild  grass  gives  way  to  timothy 
and  clover;  the  fox  and  the  wolf  to  the  St.  Bernard  and  Shepherd  dogs,  and 
the  deer  to  the  herds  of  fine  horses  and  cattle     Orchards  of  fruit  and  shade 
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trees  are  springing  up  with  marvelous  rapidity  to  shekel  and  adorn  the  new 
habitations,  and  save  the  land  from  state  taxation  for  the  next  ten  years. 
The  land  where  the  settlement  now  is  has  been  waiting  from  the  dawn  of 
creation  for  the  hands  of  men  to  cultivate  and  civilize  it;  yet  the  hardships 
of  pioneer  life  have  been  undergone.  A  fine  school  building,  now  occupied 
as  a  temporary  church,  is  erected,  and  promises,  before  long,  to  become  too 
small,  and  then  a  stately  new  church  will  point  its  spire  toward  the  blue 
heavens,  and  the  one  now  occupied  will  l>e  used  as  a  high  school.  There 
has  been  donated,  near  the  building,  thirteen  acres  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  the  church  and  also  five  acres  for  a  cemetery,  in  the  center  of  this  flour- 
ishing and  enterprising  settlement,  where  the  church  now  stands,  a  town  has 
been  laid  out,  called  Westphalia,  where  building  has  already  taken  an  active 
start  and  another  year  various  branches  of  business  will  be  represented  here, 
accommodating  all  classes.  There  arc  several  beneficial  institutions,  for  the 
advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  which  it  is  not  at  present  neces- 
sary to  mention. 

"A  tide  of  immigration  has  been  drawn  hither,  and  the  opening  of  an- 
other Spring  will  see  new  settlers  arriving  daily,  especially  from  the  province 
of  Westphalia  in  Germany,  from  whence  the  town  and  settlement  derives  its 
name.  About  ten  thousand  acres  have  been  disposed  of  to  actual  settlers,  all 
honest,  hardworking  people,  who  will,  in  due  time,  become  well  off.  Indeed 
the  township  lately  organized  under  the  name  of  Sumner  promises,  at  no 
distant  day,  to  be  one  of  the  best  settled  and  most  flourishing  townships  in 
Shelby  county.  Frequent  comments  have  l>een  made  by  newspapers  and 
travelers  upon  the  astonishing  succe-s.  Indeed,  the  progress  has  l)een  so 
unparalleled  that  it  would  deserve  a  place  in  history,  and  the  people  of  Shelby 
county  should  feel  proud  to  have  this  energetic  colony  in  their  midst." 

Adam  Schmitz  tells  me  that  when  Rev.  Knepple.  the  first  priest,  was  on 
his  way  from  Harlan  to  the  Westphalia  parish,  he  was  met  by  practically  the 
whole  people  from  this  parish  on  the  township  line  at  a  point  on  the  old  road 
that  ran  from  Harlan  northwest.  This  road,  by  the  way,  ran  on  the  ridge 
past  the  home  of  Charles  Book  above  the  old  C.  C.  Redfield  home,  then  on 
to  near  the  home  of  Joseph  Bauer,  thence  to  Joseph  Book's  premises,  thence 
to  the  old  Fluesche  place,  now  the  W'egemann  place,  then  to  the  Zimmer- 
man farm,  then  through  section  15  near  the  home  of  Mr.  Snyder,  whose  land 
is  now  owned  bv  Henrv  Lienen,  then  to  the  creek  where  Mr.  Biessen  lives, 
thence  a  short  distance  along  the  creek  to  where  Henry  Ilecse  lives  now,  then 
on  to  the  bridge  over  the  next  creek,  where  Trim  Pratt  lived  (  Henry  Roscner 
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lives  there  now),  and  on  to  the  old  village  of  Shelby ville,  in  the  east  part  of 
Grove  township. 

A  Westphalia  correspondent  of  one  of  the  Harlan  papers  in  February, 
1879,  has  this  to  say  of  the  new  bell  then  just  secured  for  the  first  church  at 
Westphalia : 

"The  new  church  bell  for  the  Catholic  church  at  Westphalia  arrived  on 
the  2 1  st  inst.  It  is  indeed  an  ornament  that  would  give  credit  to  many  a 
large  city.  It  weighs  with  hangings  and  fixings  two  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds  and  bell  alone  one  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds ;  it  cost  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars,  the  purchase  money  all  being  raised  by  subscription. 
On  one  side  is  inscribed  in  Latin,  'Praise  God,'  and  on  the  other  side,  'Santa 
Michael  ora  pro  nobis'  (St.  Michael,  pray  for  us).  On  the  upper  side  is 
'J.  G.  Stuckstede,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  1879.' 

"The  bell  when  properly  arranged  will  be  rung  in  the  morning  at  six 
o'clock,  at  noon  and  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  can  be  heard  for  miles 
around.  Great  credit  is  due  to  many  of  the  other  denominations  for  donating 
liberally  towards  purchasing  this  very  valuable  ornament." 

Arrangements  were  being  made  in  the  fall  of  1880  to  erect  a  fine  new 
church  at  Westphalia.  A  Harlan  newspaper  of  October  30,  1880,  refers  to 
these  arrangements  as  follows : 

"It  is  with  pleasure  we  note  the  rapid  improvement  and  progress  now 
being  made  in  Westphalia  township  in  various  branches  of  industry.  The 
latest  undertaking  there  is  to  build  a  magnificent  church  forty  by  one  hundred 
feet,  with  a  twenty-five  foot  ceiling.  It  is  designed  to  build  it  of  brick  and 
finish  it  throughout  in  first  class  style  with  all  the  modern  improvements  and 
designs  in  architecture,  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

"Rev.  Father  Weber,  the  new  priest  at  Westphalia,  late  of  Dubuque,  in 
company  with  Emil  Flusche,  was  in  Harlan  yesterday  soliciting  contributions 
to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  new  church  at  Westphalia  next  spring.  Reverend 
Weber  is  a  very  pleasant,  refined  and  well  educated  gentleman  whom  we  were 
pleased  to  meet,  and  hope  he  will  meet  with  the  success  at  the  hands  of  Har- 
lan's citizens  that  is  unquestionably  due  him  and  his  people,  who  contribute 
largely  to  the  town's  business  prosperity."  The  contract  for  the  mason  work 
on  the  church  at  Westphalia  was  let  in  the  early  summer  of  1881  to  Cockercll 
&  Hines  of  Harlan. 

A  Harlan  newspaper  of  November  16,  i88j,  contains  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  dedication  of  the  new  church  at  Westphalia : 

"Yesterday  morning,  in  company  with  C.  E.  Henry,  we  visited  West- 
phalia, and  there  learned  that  the  evening  before  the  Bishop's  escort  from 
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Harlan  was  met  two  miles  out  from  Westphalia  by  a  procession  on  foot  ex- 
tending for  over  one  mile  and  the  most  cordial  courtesies  extended  him  upon 
his  arrival  at  Father  Weber's,  where  he  delivered  a  brief  address.  When  we 
arrived  we  found  the  elegant  church  edifice  literally  packed  with  people,  not 
less  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  being  present.  The  main  street  which 
the  church  fronts  was  spanned  by  beautifully  decorated  arches  of  evergreen, 
crowned  with  emblematic  symbols  and  mottoes,  and  the  interior  of  the 
church  presented  a  gorgeous  appearance.  The  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached 
in  English  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Rishop  McMullen.  of  Davenport,  assisted  by  Rev. 
G.  H.  Luckrsmann,  of  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  Father  Mackan.  of  Rock  Island, 
Iowa,  acting  as  deacons,  and  Father  Wegmann,  of  l.aSalle,  Iowa,  acting  as 
sub-deacon  to  the  two  latter  gentlemen.  The  confirmation  followed,  when 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  persons  received  the  rites  of  confirmation.  The 
sermon  during  high  mass  was  delivered  in  German  by  Father  Urbanna,  of 
Carroll.  During  the  entire  services  the  choir,  led  by  Prof.  Bernhardt  Kample 
at  the  organ,  was  impressive  and  solemn.  After  the  services  were  closed, 
by  the  kind  invitation  of  our  friend.  I  H.  Kuril,  we  visited  the  residence  of 
Father  Weber,  the  pastor  in  charge,  and  were  introduced  to  the  above  rev- 
erend gentlemen  and  N.  Copper,  editor  of  the  Lizzenl>erg  Gazette,  and  Iowa 
of  Dubuque.  In  their  cheerful,  social  company  we  passed  nearly  three  hours 
very  happily,  during  which  time  we  joined  in  a  most  sumptuous  feast  at 
Father  Weber's  cordial  invitation.  Our  visit  with  these  large-hearted,  genial 
and  highly  cultured  gentlemen  will  be  cherished  as  a  most  profitable  and 
pleasant  occasion.  While  at  Westphalia  we  noticed  the  old  church  was  turned 
into  a  house  of  feasting  for  this  occasion,  where  all  the  strangers  and  friends 
might  satisfy  their  hunger  to  the  uttermost.  This  was  a  most  excellent  fore- 
sight of  the  kind-hearted  ladies  of  the  colony  and  made  the  vast  crowd  of 
over  one  thousand  five  hundred  realize  that  German  Catholic  hospitality  in 
Shelby  county  is  practical.  We  might  elaborate  by  the  column,  but  our  time 
and  space  will  not  permit  as  this  is  our  day  of  issue.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  exercises  were  a  grand  success  and  that  the  colony  may  justly  feel  proud 
of  their  magnificent  twenty  thousand  dollar  church,  placed,  as  it  is,  in  the 
midst  of  an  industrious,  hospitable  people  and  upon  one  of  the  grandest  ele- 
vations of  Iowa's  lovely  prairies." 

This  church  known  as  St.  Boniface's  church,  at  Westphalia,  originally 
cost  not  less  than  seventeen  thousand  dollars.  Its  dimensions  are  fifty  by 
ninety-five  feet,  not  including  steeple,  or  buttresses.  The  height  of  the  steeple 
measured  to  the  foot  of  the  cross,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet.  The 
crucifixion  group  on  the  main  altar,  and  the  statues  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and 
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of  St  Joseph,  were  imported  from  Munich,  Bavaria,  and  the  other  statues 
were  made  in  America. 

A  reference  is  again  made  in  a  Harlan  paper  of  May  21,  1879,  to  the 
rapid  development  of  Westphalia  township,  as  follows : 

"Through  the  courtesy  of  Chris  Wyland  we  enjoyed  a  ride  through 
Westphalia  a  few  days  since.  We  stopped  a  short  time  at  the  residence  of 
Emil  Fluesche,  who  has  made  wonderful  improvements  in  his  place  in  the 
last  few  years.  He  has  a  fine  grove  of  young  maples,  and  in  the  centre  of 
this  garden  is  a  nice  grape  arbor,  shady  and  refreshing  in  these  hot  days. 
The  colony  has  improved  wonderfully  since  1874,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the 
country." 

The  citizens  of  Westphalia  township  very  early  gave  proof  of  their 
interest  in  American  citizenship,  since  on  July  4,  1882,  they  celebrated  the 
Fourth  of  July,  which  celebration  a  Harlan  editor  of  the  time  thus  describes : 

"This  morning,  true  to  American  instincts  and  the  traditions  of  our 
fathers,  we  closed  our  places  of  business,  and  with  a  pocket  full  of  cigars,  in 
company  with  a  few  friends,  we  went  forth  to  celebrate.  Thinking  perhaps 
a  visit  to  our  friends  in  the  country  might  be  enjoyable,  we  headed  our  car- 
riage for  Westphalia;  and,  as  we  drove  over  the  prairies  where  a  few  years 
ago  we  chased  the  deer  over  the  virgin  soil  untouched  by  human  hands,  we 
gazed  with  delight  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  over  fields  of  grain,  waving 
golden  promises  to  the  husbandman  and  kissing  the  sunbeams  sent  by  the 
Creator  to  quicken  their  magic  growth,  and  marveled  at  the  fruits  of  honest 
toil.  Arriving  at  the  town  of  Westphalia,  we  found  the  Germans  from  the 
surrounding  country  assembled  there  to  do  honor  to  their  adopted  flag. 
We  said  the  Germans.  Yes,  they  were  Germans,  yet  Americans ;  for  every- 
thing seemed  to  put  on  American  airs  except  the  oration,  which  was  in  Ger- 
man, and  the  sentiment  of  that  was  American.  In  fact,  the  whole  scene 
looked  very  much  like  an  old  fashioned  Fourth  of  July  celebration,  when  the 
inner  man  was  consulted  in  regard  to  the  festivities  of  the  occasion,  for  one 
of  the  principal  attractions  was  an  immense  table  displaying  as  fine  a  dinner 
as  ever  made  the  heart  of  a  hungry  man  rejoice.  The  boiled  ham,  roasted 
chicken,  fine  cakes  and  pies  seemed  to  have  felt  the  touch  of  American  institu- 
tions. And,  last  but  not  least,  the  flag  that  waved  over  the  whole  scene  was 
American,  and  while  partaking  of  the  good  things  bountifully  spread  before 
us  we  could  contemplate  the  fraternizing  influence  of  our  flag  unsullied  by 
fanaticism,  and  enjoy  a  Fourth  of  July  with  as  order-loving  people  as  ever 
assembled  to  do  it  honor.  Although  beer  was  plenty,  there  were  no  signs 
of  intoxication  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion." 
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The  early  poll  lists  of  the  townships  furnish  an  accurate  list  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  township.  In  most  instances  the  early  poll  lists  of  the  various 
townships  of  the  county  are  lost  or  destroyed.  In  the  person  of  Adam 
Schmitz,  Westphalia  has  had  a  clerk  who  has  taken  real  interest  in  preserv- 
ing some  of  the  early  history  of  the  county.  Through  his  courtesy  I  am  en- 
abled to  copy  a  poll  list  of  persons  (named  elsewhere)  who  voted  at  the 
first  election  of  Westphalia  township,  held  October  13,  1874. 

IMPORTANT  BEGINNINGS  IN  WESTPHALIA  TOWNSHIP. 
(Facts  Kindly  Contributed  by  Rev.  Father  P.  Brommen«chenkel  of  Westphalia.) 

The  first  person  authorized  to  sell  land  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  what  is  now  Westplialia  township,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  church  and  founding  a  settlement  of  German  Catholics 
there,  was  A.  H.  Ketteler.  In  October,  1873,  Fluesche  Brothers  assumed 
the  agency  for  the  sale  of  the  land.  Herman  Schwarte  was  the  first  settler 
in  what  is  now  Westphalia  township.  The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Charles 
Fluesche  to  Miss  Clara  Feldman,  which  occurred  on  the  present  Wagemann 
farm,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Father  John  F.  Kempker,  who 
was  then  stationed  as  priest  at  Mt.  Carmel  in  Carroll  county,  Iowa.  The 
first  mass  was  said  at  the  Wagemann  house  by  Rev.  Father  Heimbucher  in 
May,  1873,  there  being  present  at  that  time  only  about  a  half  dozen  persons. 
Rev.  Father  Heimbucher  was  then  stationed  at  Mt.  Carmel  in  Carroll  county, 
Iowa,  eight  miles  from  Carroll. 

The  building  of  the  first  church  was  begun  in  1872.  The  present  site 
of  Westphalia  stands  on  what  was  once  the  farm  of  Herman  Schwarte.  The 
first  priest  was  Rev.  Father  Joseph  Knepple.  The  second  was  Rev.  Father 
Peter  Maty,  who  was  a  native  of  Bohemia.  By  the  way.  it  is  related  of 
Father  Maly  that,  at  a  time  when  his  leg  was  broken  from  an  accident  and 
he  was  unable  to  walk,  he  was  taken  on  sofa  to  see  sick  persons  calling  for 
him.  The  third  resident  priest  was  Rev.  Father  A.  B.  Weber,  who  built 
the  present  brick  church  at  Westphalia  in  1881.  Rev.  Father  Wel>er  built 
the  first  parochial  school,  and  he  brought  the  sisters  to  Westphalia  about 
1884.  The  parochial  school  was  first  taught  in  the  public  school  building. 
Father  Weber  was  in  charge  of  the  Westphalia  parish  for  about  five  years 
and  was  a  faithful,  hard-working  priest.  It  is  related  of  him  that  he  helped 
load  the  stone  and  other  material  used  in  the  construction  of  the  church  and 
that  he  labored  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  his  parishioners  in  the  building  of 
the  church.    All  of  the  brick  for  this  church  were  made  at  Westphalia  out 
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of  the  clay  on  the  ridge  a  short  distance  back  of  the  present  church.  During 
his  pastorate  he  took  a  vacation  of  ten  months  in  Germany,  during  which 
time  the  parish  was  in  charge  of  Rev.  Father  J.  Cook. 

Rev.  Father  P.  Brommenschenkel  came  from  Riverside,  Iowa,  in  May, 
1886.  The  first  sacrament  of  confirmation  was  by  Bishop  McMullen  of 
Davenport,  Iowa.  The  first  church  bell,  of  the  old  church,  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Goetzen,  of  Atlantic,  Iowa.  This  bell  does  service  now  for  the 
parochial  school. 

Near  the  settlement  of  Westphalia,  back  on  the  beautiful  ridge  on 
which  it  now  stands,  there  were  absolutely  no  trees  in  the  settlement.  It 
was  easy  for  men  to  become  lost  and  it  is  said  that  before  the  church  was 
built  a  scantling  was  put  up  to  mark  the  future  location  of  the  church 
and  to  guide  men  who  were  hauling  lumber  from  Avoca  and  Harlan  for  the 
building  of  it.  At  this  time  many  of  the  small  streams  were  not  bridged 
and  it  often  became  necessary  for  lumber  to  be  taken  from  the  wagon,  car- 
ried across  the  small  streams  by  hand  and  then  reloaded  after  the  stream 
was  crossed  by  the  team  and  wagon. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  present  parsonage  was  laid  in  1888.  The  build- 
ing was  erected  by  a  well-known  Harlan  contractor  and  builder,  William 
Cockerell,  father  of  Charles  Cockerell  of  Harlan. 

The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company  donated  thirteen 
and  one-third  acres  to  the  church  and  Michael  Wilwcrding  donated  five  more. 
The  first  parsonage  was  built  by  Thomas  Sonntag  where  the  present  parson- 
age now  stands. 

The  first  funeral  occurred  in  August,  1874.  The  first  baptism  was  that 
of  a  child  of  Charles  Fluesche.    The  first  teacher  was  Mr.  Strieter. 

The  first  dwelling  house  was  built  by  an  old  bachelor,  Steaka  by  name, 
an  Austrian,  whose  trade  was  that  of  carver  of  wooden  crucifixes. 

The  parochial  school  was  built  from  lumber  of  the  old  church  by  Father 
Weber. 

The  present  parochial  school  is  taught  by  three  sisters  and  has  an  attend- 
ance of  about  one  hundred  scholars.    There  is  a  ten-months  school. 

Many  of  the  settlers  of  Westphalia  township  came  from  Bavaria,  some 
from  Westphalia,  others  from  Luxembourg,  some  from  the  Rhine  provinces, 
and  beside  there  were  a  good  many  Austrian*  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony. 
In  the  present  parish  there  arc  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  families.  The 
parish  at  one  time  embraced  all  of  Shelby  county.  Father  Weber  built 
the  first  church  in  Harlan.  C.  J.  and  D.  M.  Wyland  donating  part  of  the 
ground. 
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One  of  the  early  places  of  worship  was  two  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Portsmouth  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  Koelnischc  settlement.  The 
church  building  erected  there  was  afterwards  moved  into  Portsmouth  and 
made  over  into  a  church  and  school  Subsequent  to  the  establishment  of  the 
church  at  Westphalia  came  the  establishment  of  churches  at  Panama.  Ports- 
mouth. Earling,  Harlan  and  Defiance. 

PIONEERS  OF  CENTER  TOWNSHIP. 

The  earliest  pioneer  of  what  is  now  Center  township,  was  either  Dwight 
Terrill,  who  settled  at  Bowman's  Grove  in  1853,  or  L.  D.  Sunderland,  who 
appears  also  to  have  come  in  the  same  year,  and  who  settled  a  few  miles 
northeast  of  what  is  now  Harlan.  Very  early  settlers  were  J.  W.  Chatburn. 
P.  Billeter,  William  McGinnis,  Washington  Wyland,  \Vr.  J.  Davis.  Adam 
Brandt.  W.  W.  Brandt  J.  M.  fox.  John  T.  Miles,  Samuel  Blake.  B.  F. 
Blake,  C.  C.  Redfield,  E.  Chichester.  W.  L.  Baughn,  M.  Barton,  H.  Baughn, 
William  Roberts,  P.  C.  Frrett.  (*.  M  Hubbell.  S.  W.  Dayton.  T.  1'.  Duncan, 
(ieorge  Swinehart.  J.  J.  Miller.  M.  Poling.  M.  Obrccht.  George  II.  Miller,  C. 
F.  Potter,  E.  S.  Canine.  1'red  Gooding.  John  T.  Gillett.  J.  B.  Stutzman. 
Horace  Graves,  C.  F..  Graves,  Charles  Graves,  Klias  Daws.  C.  W.  Daws.  I. 
P.  Wyland.  W.  W.  Cox,  P.  T.  Nelson,  Henry  Custer.  W.  11.  Krrett,  Rufus 
Yoder,  Solomon  Wyland,  S.  Harter,  G.  W.  Knauss,  J.  Swaney,  W.  EI.  Gillett. 
David  McMullen,  O.  A.  Gibbs.  X.  Duncan.  Martin  Petersen,  Christian  Good- 
vear,  Samuel  McMullen. 

PIONEERS  OF  POLK  TOWNSHIP. 

Probably  the  earliest  settler  in  Polk  township  was  Tsaac  P.  Wyland. 
father  of  O.  P.  Wyland  and  William  Wyland,  of  Harlan.  He,  with  his 
family,  settled  in  what  was  known  as  "Towhead"  Grove,  a  small  tract  of 
native  timber  situated  not  far  from  the  present  home  farm  of  Chris  Michael- 
son.  Very  early  settlers  were:  Lars  Miehaclsen,  B.  B.  Mastick,  G.  W. 
Tague,  Jr..  Chris  Michaelsen,  F.  P.  Marsh,  J.  J.  Marco,  Peter  Marco,  S.  J. 
Driscoll,  T.  Shannon.  Albert  S.  Sewell.  James  Fogarty,  Thomas  Barrett, 
Jacob  Fiscus,  Willard  Bristol.  Umri  Gacr,  Jesse  Smith.  F.  W.  Sisson,  Will- 
iam II.  Deut.  William  Snyder.  Jesse  Hon,  Xelson  Hon,  John  Griffin,  John 
Glenn,  Patrick  Kilcoin,  J.  Morrissey,  S.  B.  Morrissey. 
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PIONEERS  OF  JEFFERSON  TOWNSHIP. 

The  earliest  settler  of  Jefferson  township  the  author  is  unable  to  name. 
Very  early  settlers  were  Charles  E.  Bell,  J.  D.  McConnell,  R.  W.  Nellis, 
Frederick  Selby,  S.  M.  West,  G.  W.  Grinnell,  Alex  Campbell,  A.  P.  Rora- 
baugh,  D.  B.  Clark,  William  Clark,  Thomas  M.  Heck,  George  Heck,  J.  K. 
Baker,  E.  Irwin,  D.  S.  Irwin,  S.  C.  Plummer,  John  L.  Johnston,  William 
Constable,  John  Potter,  John  Walrod,  Chris  Anderson,  W.  H.  Townsan. 

PIONEERS  OF  WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

The  earliest  settler  of  Washington  township  was  probably  a  Mr.  Ander- 
son, who  settled  at  a  very  early  date  in  section  6.  My  authority  for  this 
is  N.  J.  Roundy,  who  came  to  Galland's  Grove,  Shelby,  county,  in  185 1,  and 
who  himself  settled  in  Washington  township  in  1872,  in  section  4.  Other 
very  early  settlers  were  H.  A.  Tarkington,  David  Collins,  Alexander  Ford, 
J.  B.  Wade,  Joe  Thompson,  Cap  Dye,  Ozander  Crandall,  Harvey  Smith, 
George  Crandall,  William  Colburn,  Sr.,  Jacob  Crandall,  Albert  Crandall, 
William  Gray,  John  Kleeb,  John  Halliday,  N.  J.  Roundy,  Karl  Keehner, 
Lewis  Shorett,  Samuel  Daggett,  S.  M.  Baughman,  J.  Wade,  Samuel  Carroll 
and  his  sons,  John  and  Frank,  Joseph  Hinkle,  Timothy  Buckley,  William 
Peters,  Eugene  Sullivan,  Patrick  McAndrews,  M.  J.  McAndrews,  Thomas 
Cosgrove,  Henry  W.  Wade,  L.  McMath,  S.  S.  Chamberlain,  D.  C.  Potter, 
Charles  Potter,  Hiram  Brown,  J.  C.  Pratt  and  T.  D.  Pratt. 

PIONEERS  OF  LINCOLN  TOWNSHIP. 

Probably  the  first  settler  of  Lincoln  township  was  Jacob  Bosley,  who 
settled  there  in  1865,  and  possibly  the  second  was  T.  A.  Long,  who  buUt  a 
log  cabin  on  section  24,  in  1868.  Very  early  settlers  were  L.  S.  Taylor. 
William  Southwick,  Dan  Soesbe,  James  Hardman,  Dan  Miller,  J.  P.  (Pence) 
Miller,  Milt  Stephenson,  John  Anderson,  the  Forman  boys,  Lues  Lueck, 
Wayman  Scaddon.  James  Harvey,  Mr.  Livingston,  J.  O.  Ramsey,  James 
Casey.  Martin  Johansen,  A.  H.  Wick,  J.  W.  Salter,  Ira  Stevens,  L.  Bishop, 
O.  Comstock,  Joseph  Pierce,  Mr.  Lawson. 

L.  S.  Taylor  tells  me  that  at  the  first  election  attended  by  him  in  the 
township  in  1874,  there  was  but  one  old  man  among  the  voters,  and  that  few 
of  those  present  had  any  gray  hairs.  The  only  elderly  man  at  the  election 
was  John  Lawson.  then  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Tennant. 
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PIONEERS  OF  GREELEY  TOWNSHIP. 

The  first  settler  apparently  in  Greeley  township  was  J.  M.  Pratt,  who 
came  to  that  township  in  the  fall  of  1867,  building  then  the  first  house  in 
the  township,  a  log  cabin.  Probably  the  next  earliest  settlers  were  Mallory 
Morgan,  Isaac  Fish,  George  Barr,  Charles  Brown,  Ed  Penniston,  James  Ivey, 
James  Skerving,  C.  A.  Saunders,  John  Van  Meter,  A.  W.  Reeder,  John  Dun- 
lap,  T.  J.  Ryan,  John  R.  Rhodes,  Charles  Ingham,  J.  M.  Puyere,  EdS. 
Bigler,  Frank  Bell.  D.  P,  Greeley,  Mr.  Harlock,  William  Barr,  William 
Tibbott,  Thomas  Mitchell,  John  Goddard,  Miles  Reynolds.  Mr.  Kibby,  Syl- 
vester Pockett,  D.  I.  West. 
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EUROPEAN  IMMIGRANTS  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 


THE  GERMANS. 

The  rise  of  the  German  element  in  Shelby  county  begins  about  1870. 
The  settlement,  which  for  many  years  was  known  as  the  Colony,  centered 
about  Westphalia  and  the  church  established  there.  Elsewhere  in  this  work 
the  history  of  that  church  and  the  names  of  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  that 
township  appear.  This  settlement,  starting  on  the  bare  prairie,  with  long 
hauls  to  market,  has  developed  wonderfully,  so  that  today  the  settlement 
comprises  not  merely  Westphalia  township,  but  large  and  perhaps  major  por- 
tions of  the  townships  of  Union,  Grove,  Washington,  Cass  and  Lincoln,  with 
large  representation  in  the  nourishing  towns  of  Defiance,  Earling,  Panama 
and  Portsmouth. 

Other  important  settlements  of  Germans  were  established  during  the 
seventies  and  early  eighties  in  the  east  part  of  Shelby  township  and  in  parts 
of  Fairview  and  Monroe  townships.  Many  of  these  men  came  to  these  town- 
ships from  the  eastern  Iowa  counties  of  Clinton  and  Scott  Among  the  Ger- 
man pioneers  of  Shelby  township,  one  recalls  the  names  of  Albertus,  Bohl- 
ander,  Bergman,  Bunge,  Esch,  Eggerss,  Flock,  Heinen;  Kruckenberg,  Kis- 
tenbracher,  Lutt,  Marten,  Nieman,  Peters,  Pingle,  Pehmuller,  Redelien,  Stu- 
der,  Schnack,  Schuster,  Stoltenberg,  Wiese  and  Henry  Wunder  (father  of 
F.  F.  Wunder,  and  county  recorder  Wunder  of  Harlan). 

Among  the  early  German  settlers  in  Fairview  township  were  the  fami- 
lies of  Beuck,  Dreyer,  Hagge,  Hamdorf,  Karstens,  Muhlenberg,  Meier,  Nei- 
man,  Priester,  Scheel  and  Schmidt. 

The  beautiful  territory  in  the  south  part  of  Monroe  township,  north  of 
the  town  of  Walnut,  was  settled  from  1870- 1874  largely  by  sturdy  German 
pioneers  from  Scott,  Clinton  and  Cedar  counties,  among  whom  might  be 
mentioned  the  following:  Ewald  Nissen  (father  of  B.  B.  Nissen),  Conrad 
Mueller,  Joseph  Graff,  William  Fischer,  John  Hass,  Harmon  Mickel,  John 
Jave,  Martin  Plahn,  Paul  Karstens,  Jacob  Slotfeldt,  L.  K.  Shaffer,  Paul 
Swenning  and  Hans  Tram. 
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There  are  a  good  many  Germans  in  the  north  part  of  Greeley  township. 
Again,  one  meets  isolated  German  names  in  all  parts  of  the  county  in  the 
early  eighties  and,  to  a  less  extent,  in  the  seventies.  One  might  mention  John 
Coenen  and  the  Lamm  brothers  at  Harlan;  J.  W.  Paulk  and  the  Escher 
brothers  in  Lincoln;  Peter  Mayer  at  Irwin;  Andrew  Rasch  in  Polk;  George 
Eokars,  of  Douglas;  sometimes  the  Hertert  brothers  are  so  included,  but 
they  are,  strictly  speaking,  natives  of  Luxemburg.  The  German  element  in 
Shelby  county  has  contributed  much  to  her  well-being  and  prosperity,  and 
many  of  them  have  in  the  past  and  are  now  serving  her  well  in  posts  of  of- 
ficial duty. 

DANISH  PIONEERS. 

The  United  States  census  of  1856  reported  as  then  in  Shelby  county  five 
persons  of  Danish  birth.  They  were  undoubtedly  the  first  Europeans  in  the 
county  aside  from  the  natives  of  the  British  Isles.  Professor  Flom,  formerly 
of  the  chair  of  Scandinavian  languages  in  the  University  at  Iowa  City,  in  an 
article  contributed  by  him  to  The  Iowa  Journal  of  History  and  Politics,  ex- 
pressed his  conclusion  that  these  Danes  were  in  the  county  but  temporarily 
while  enroute  to  Council  Bluffs.  This  author  is  not  inclined  to  take  this 
view  of  Professor  Flom,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  well  known  that  many  of 
the  Danish  people  embraced  the  faith  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church  and  of 
the  Mormon  church,  and  for  the  stronger  reason  that  Scandinavian  names 
appear  among  the  pioneers  of  Grove  township.  For  instance,  on  November 
5,  1856,  one  Anders  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  at  Galland's  Grove  to 
Miss  Jane  Keairnes.  Again,  a  small  creek  in  Galland's  Grove  was  early 
known  as  "Hansen's  creek,"  and  until  very  recently  there  was  a  Hansen  fam- 
ily residing  in  Galland's  Grove  and  l>elonging  to  the  Latter-Day  Saints 
church.    These  names,  if  not  Danish,  Were  at  least  Scandinavian. 

There  were  also  a  few  Danish  pioneers  of  the  county  outside  of  the 
particular  Danish  settlements  hereinafter  mentioned.  Among  these  were 
L.  C.  Jensen,  who  in  1874,  and  Hans  N.  Henrickson,  who  in  1875  settled  in 
Shelby  township,  J.  C.  Bonne,  who  settled  in  Shelby  in  1878,  and  Andrew 
Petersen,  a  tailor,  who  in  1876  settled  in  Harlan.  A  bit  of  local  news  in  a 
Shelby  county  paper  of  1877  records  the  fact  that  in  Harlan  a  team  ran  away 
belonging  to  a  Dane  residing  in  Tarkington's  Grove,  which  was  a  piece  of 
timber  in  Washington  township.    The  owner's  name  was  not  given. 

The  first  Danish  persons  to  settle  at  Cuppy's  Grove,  Monroe  township, 
were  Chris  B.  Christiansen  and  wife,  who  came  there  in  1865.  Soon  after 
came  Lars  Weien,  C.  Nasby,  Rev.  P.  H.  Dam,  Mr.  Westerby,  Chris  Johnson. 
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Peter  Hansen,  Nels  Norgaard,  and  their  wives,  Mr.  Madsen,  father  of  Lars 
Madsen  of  Harlan,  Mr.  Tonnesen,  and  their  wives,  and  others.  In  the  early 
or  middle  seventies  came  Carsten  Tobiessen,  Michael  Hansen,  N.  C.  Petersen, 
K.  Nelson,  Nels  Hansen,  Simon  Petersen,  Anders  Lundby,  Soren  Lundby, 
Mr.  Heilesen,  Alexander  Samuels  and  others.  Many  of  these  pioneers  came 
from  Racine,  Wisconsin.  They  saw  many  hardships  during  the  early  days. 
They  were  all  devoted  members  of  the  Danish  Baptist  church,  their  first  meet- 
ings being  held  in  the  Rubendall  school  house,  a  brick  structure  standing 
slightly  north  and  east  of  where  the  present  Danish  Baptist  church  stands. 

The  first  Danish  settlers  in  Clay  township  came  at  about  the  same  time 
that  the  Danish  settlement  at  Cuppy's  Grove  began.  In  1867  Chris  Johnson, 
from  Moline,  Illinois,  settled  on  Indian  creek  in  Clay  township.  He  was 
followed  in  1868,  by  Ole  Jensen,  who  also  came  from  Moline,  Illinois;  in 
1872-3  Hans  Larsen,  J.  P.  Carlson,  Peder  Hansen  and  P.  P.  Nelson  became 
residents  of  Clay.  Some  of  these  men  came  from  Omaha  and  some  of  them 
had  worked  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  railroad.  In  1874  Louis 
Johnson  and  Ole  Therkelson  came.  In  1875  George  James,  Rasmus  Hansen, 
J.  C.  Johnson,  Lars  Jensen,  Jens  Nielsen  and  others  came  to  "the  township. 
This  settlement  of  Danish  people  has  flourished  greatly  and  has  extended  into 
Jackson  and  Monroe  townships.  Largely  through  the  progressive  spirit  of 
its  people,  a  railroad  was  secured  for  that  part  of  the  county  and  the  town  of 
Elk  Horn  incorporated  and  developed. 

Many  Danish  people  very  early  in  the  history  of  Jackson  township  set- 
tled on  the  prairie.  As  often  happened  in  the  various  townships  of  Shelby 
county,  the  school  section  (section  16),  was  settled  very  early,  largely  owing 
to  the  fact  perhaps  that  good  terms  could  be  secured  for  the  payment  of  this 
land  and  perhaps  for  the  further  reason  that  it  was  often  appraised  at  com- 
paratively low  figures.  Danish  people  who  settled  on  the  school  section  of 
Jackson  township,  several  of  them  about  1870,  or  possibly  a  year  earlier,  were 
Ole  Hansen,  M.  C.  Rasmussen,  R.  Rasmussen,  Lars  Nelson 'and  P.  Nelson. 

A  slightly  later  settlement,  chiefly  from  about  1874  to  1880,  was  that 
known,  as  "Copenhagen,"  chiefly  in  sections  19,  20.  29,  30,  31  and  32.  Among 
the  Danish  people  belonging  to  this  settlement  were  Hans  Hoogensen,  J.  D. 
Lorentzen,  Chris  Hess.  Peter  Hansen.  Andrew  Hansen  and  their  father; 
Nicholas  H.  Hess,  Hans  Hansen.  H.  P.  N.  Stendrup,  A.  H.  Christensen, 
Mathias  Sorensen,  Hans  Hendrickson.  Chris  Christiansen,  and  perhaps  others. 
Claus  Ohms,  a  native  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  also  belonged  to  this  settlement. 

Among  the  very  early  Danish  settlers  in  the  north  part  of  Jackson  town- 
ship were  Peter  Martinsen.  Peter  Nelson,  Andrew  Rasmussen.  Peter  Madsen. 
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Carl  Petersen,  Jacob  Brodersen,  Rasmus  Brodersen  and  others.  The  Broder- 
sen  brothers  came  about  1869.  Very  early  Danish  sutlers  of  the  township 
were  J.  C.  Petersen,  Christian  Datum.  Charles  Damm.  Peter  Kroman,  Hans 
Nissen,  John  Nissen,  Jens  Tolstrup  and  others  Jackson  township  today  is 
largely  settled  and  owned  by  these  Danish  pioneers  or  by  their  children.  The 
extreme  east  part  of  the  township  was  the  l.nst  to  be  settled.  The  Jackson 
township  Danish  settlement  has  spread  -nit  into  Polk  township,  where  many 
Danish  people  reside,  although  several  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Polk  town- 
ship were  Danes,  including  Chris  Michaelson  now  a  resident  of  Harlan,  Lars 
Michaelson,  Peter  Martinsen  and  others,  who  did  not  come  from  Jackson. 
The  Danish  settlement  at  Merrill's  Grove  is  largely  an  outgrowth  of  the  settle- 
ment at  Cuppy's  Grove. 

The  Danish  people  have  been  frugal,  industrious  and  progressive.  They 
were  and  are  good  farmers  and  no  farms  in  the  county  today  are  better  im- 
proved or  letter  cared  for  than  theirs.  Today  they  and  their  descendants 
comprise  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  townships  of  Clay, 
Monroe,  Jackson,  (.'enter,  Polk  and  the  eastern  part  of  Douglas  and  the  south 
part  of  Jefferson. 

Hans  Brodersen,  of  Danish  descent,  brought  up  in  the  Danish  settlement 
of  Jackson  township,  is  one  of  the  present  members  of  the  Ixnird  of  super- 
visors. 

mi'  NORWEGIANS. 

[The  author  is  much  indebted  to  Frank  Faltonson,  of  Des  Moines,  for 
many  of  the  facts  contained  in  this  article.  | 

The  Norwegian  settlement  in  Polk  township,  Shelby  county,  Iowa,  was 
founded  by  Marcus  Anderson,  the  father  of  Jacob.  Rasmus  and  Henry 
Anderson.  He  came  out  here  with  a  goodly  number  of  his  neighbors  from 
LaSalle  and  Grundy  counties.  Illinois,  in  the  fall  of  1879.  and  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land  from  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company,  the  prices  therefor 
ranging  from  seven  to  fifteen  dollars  per  acre.  The  following  persons  pur- 
chased land  at  that  time:  Xels  Olson,  Jacob  O.  Johnson,  Sven  Monson,  Mons 
Thompson,  Tom  Anstigar,  Martin  Benson.  Jacob  Anderson,  Ras  and  Henry 
Anderson,  all  of  whom  settled  on  their  land  in  the  spring  of  1880  or  the  fol- 
lowing summer.  Chris  Thompson,  Sam  Solovin  and  Sven  Qualm,  who  also 
came  from  the  same  place  in  Illinois  that  the  others  did,  settled  in  the  fall  of 
1880. 

George  Heglin.  Andrew  and  Emanuel  Hanson,  Falton  A.  and  Frank 
Faltonson,  Gunard  Olson  and  Jacob  Knudson  settled  in  the  spring  of  1881 
and  1883,  all  of  Whom  came  from  Iowa  county.  Iowa.    About  the  same  time 
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First  row  (on  chairs)  from  left  to  right:  Mr.  Larsen,  Harlan;  Jens  Jensen,  Kimballton;  Soren 
Jensen.  Harlan;  Jorgen  Larsen,  Kirkman;  Rasmus  Hansen,  Elk  Horn;  Jes  Jorgenson,  Harlan;  Knud 
Knudsen,  Poplar.  Second  row  (standing)  from  left  to  right:  John  Fogt,  Elyria.  Nebraska;  Ras- 
mus Therkelsen,  Walnut;  Jacob  Brodersen,  Harlan;  F.  Kelgor,  Manning,  Iowa;  Nicolai  Jorgensen. 
Kimballton;  John  Nissen,  Harlan;  Jens  Larsen,  Kimballton. 
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came  George  Nelson,  also  from  Illinois,  and  a  little  later  the  father  of  Ole  E. 
Johnson  came  with  his  several  sons,  direct  from  Norway.  About  the  year 
1885,  Andrew  Obe  Thompson  and  Hans  Knudson  joined  the  settlement. 

Several  of  the  very  earliest  pioneers  of  Lincoln  township  were  natives 
of  Norway.  Among  these  were  J.  G.  Johnson,  Martin  Johnson,  Jacob  Wat- 
land,  E.  H.  Erickson,  T.  B.  Olson  and,  later,  A.  A.  Havick. 

The  Norwegians  were  and  are  practically  all  Republicans  in  politics  and 
Lutherans  in  religion.  They  have  furnished  a  number  of  able  and  prominent 
leaders  in  Republican  politics  in  the  county  and  one  or  two  members  of  the 
board  of  supervisors.  Among  these  prominent  leaders  and  officers  were  T. 
B.  Olson,  familiarly  known  as  "Tobe"  later  a  resident  of  Douglas  township, 
and  Marselius  Larson,  also  of  Douglas  township.  The  Norwegians  were 
very  prominent  during  the  eighties  in  the  Farmers'  Alliance  movement  and 
were  very  able,  active  and  aggressive  opponents  of  the  railway  monopoly 
and  domination  of  state  politics,  which  obtained  in  Iowa  at  that  time.  The 
"Advance  Alliance'  of  Polk  township  was  composed  largely  of  Norwegians. 
One  member  of  the  "Advance  Alliance"  who  was  especially  active  and 
prominent  was  Frank  Faltonson,  now  a  resident  of  Des  Moines. 

A  great  many  of  these  pioneers  or  their  sons,  are  yet  residing  in  Shelby 
county,  particularly  in  the  old  settlement  in  Polk  township,  but  many  of  them 
have  sold  their  farms  to  Danish  settlers  and  have  moved  to  Minnesota,  to  the 
Dakotas,  or  elsewhere,  in  search  of  cheaper  lands. 

THE  IRISH  ELEMENT  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

Probably  the  first  native  of  Ireland  to  settle  in  Shelby  county  was  Michael 
Doyle,  of  Grove  township.  He  settled  there  in  the  fifties  and  was  for  many 
years  township  clerk  of  the  township.  One  of  the  big  men  of  the  seventies 
in  Shelby  county  was  Thomas  McDonald,  an  Irishman,  who  established  the 
village  of  Corley  and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  for  the  building  of  a 
branch  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  railway  into  Shelby  county  and 
Harlan.  He  served  two  terms  as  county  treasurer  of  the  county,  being  elected 
as  a  Democrat  when  the  county  was  heavily  Republican.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War.  Alexander  Pritchard,  of  Monroe  township,  was  through- 
out his  life  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  an  early  pioneer  of 
Monroe  township.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  development  of  fine  live 
stock.  He  served  two  terms  as  county  treasurer  of  the  county,  being  elected 
as  a  Republican.  James  Alwill  was  another  well-known  Irish  pioneer  of 
Monroe  township.  Patrick  Kent  was  another.  His  son,  Richard  L.,  became 
county  recorder. 
(9) 
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Coming  to  Clay  township,  we  find  the  McMahon  family  with  several 
brandies  settled  in  several  parts  of  the  township.  Of  this  family  came  J.  J. 
McMahon,  sheriff  of  Shelby  county.  Other  early  settlers  in  this  township 
were  Patrick  Murphy,  David  Pritchard  and  Thomas  Gallagher. 

Natives  of  Ireland,  or  of  Irish  descent,  in  Jackson  township  were  the 
Kerwin  family,  James  Stewart,  William  Pringle,  Thomas  Doonan,  and  J.  W. 
White.    George  E.  Stewart  from  this  township  became  county  recorder. 

Entering  Polk  township,  we  find  a  small  Irish  pioneer  settlement  known 
as  "Irish  Ridge,"  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  composed  of  the 
Morrissey,  Kilcoin,  Glenn  and  Griffin  families.  Out  of  this  settlement  came 
S.  B.  Morrissey,  for  two  terms  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  county,  and 
a  well-known  Democratic  politician  of  Iowa. 

In  Jefferson  township,  T.  J.  Gawley  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  prom- 
inent as  a  farmer  and  breeder  of  thoroughbred  live  stock.  The  Fogarty 
family  is  prominent  in  both  business  and  in  fanning  and  live  stock.  Ed. 
Quinn  of  Irwin,  of  Irish  ancestry,  has  for  years  been  a  prominent  business 
man  of  his  town,  and  for  several  years  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors.  T.  J.  Ryan,  mayor  of  Irwin,  an  early  settler  of  Greeley  town- 
ship is  of  Irish  ancestry.  The  Woods  brothers  are  prominent  farmers  and 
live  stock  men  of  Greeley. 

A  prominent  early  pioneer  of  Greeley  township  was  Thomas  Mitchell, 
who  owned  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  that  township. 

John  S.  Mayne,  a  prominent  pioneer  of  Center  township,  distinguished 
as  a  breeder  of  fine  Hereford  cattle,  is  a  native  of  Ireland. 

John  McDonald  was  a  very  early  settler  of  Union  township. 

Perhaps  in  Washington  township  there  were  more  Irish  pioneers  than 
in  any  other  township  of  the  county.  looking  at  a  map  of  this  township  of 
1883,  I  find  these  Irish  family  names :  Buckley,  Carroll.  Coughlin,  Carey, 
Coyne.  Cosgrove,  McAndrews,  Manning.  McMath,  O'Brien,  Peters  and  Sul- 
livan. From  this  group  came  Frank  S.  Carroll,  a  county  attorney  of  the 
county. 

In  Cass  township,  John  Monihan,  C.  A.  Monihan  and  Thomas  Guinan 
should  be  enumerated,  as  either  Irish  or  of  Trish  descent:  also  the  Stewart 
family,  which  furnished  a  sheriff  for  the  county  in  the  person  of  D.  W. 
Stewart. 

THE  ENGLISH  ELEMENT  AMONG  THE  PIONEERS. 

The  English  element  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Shelby  county  was 
never  very  large,  but  it  was  influential.    It  was  composed  of  strong  indi- 
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viduals,  hard-headed,  courageous,  serious-minded  men,  typical  Anglo-Saxons, 
who  adapted  themselves  to  their  environment  and  quickly  made  a  place  for 
themselves  in  the  economic  and  social  life  of  their  time. 

These  hardy  men  did  not  fight  out  their  destinies  banded  together  in 
groups,  settlements  or  clans.  Perhaps  the  nearest  approach  to  an  English 
settlement  was  that  at  Leland's  Grove,  where,  in  the  sixties,  Henry  Halliday, 
Richard  Leytham  and  his  son  Thomas,  William  Askwith,  Thomas  Bell,  Will- 
iam Handy,  Joseph  Seddon  and  R.  S.  Shackleton  settled  together  as  pioneers 
of  Cass  township.  These  men  belonged  to  the  Latter-day  Saints  church,  the 
religious  bonds  of  which  probably  determined  the  fact  of  their  residing  in 
the  same  locality.  This,  however,  was  the  only  English  group  in  Shelby 
county.  Of  this  group  Henry  Halliday  became  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  and  Thomas  Leytham  sheriff  of  the  county. 

Among  the  natives  of  England,  Jonas  W.  Chatburn,  of  Harlan,  deserves 
to  be  remembered  for  his  extremely  useful  life,  not  only  as  the  pioneer  miller 
of  the  county,  but  as  a  stalwart  citizen  standing  for  the  best  things  of  life  for 
his  community,  a  man  of  serious  convictions,  of  high  ideals  and  of  undoubted 
courage.  As  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  county  coroner, 
and  as  mayor  of  Harlan,  he  measured  up  to  the  full  standard  of  official  use- 
fulness. He  believed  in  higher  education,  sent  his  children  to  college.  In 
January,  1873,  ne  went  to  England,  under  a  commission  from  Governor 
Carpenter,  of  Iowa,  constituting  him  emigration  agent  for  Iowa  in  England. 
He  induced  many  Englishmen  to  come  to  Iowa  and  to  Shelby  county,  in  par- 
ticular. While  in  England,  he  wrote  this  paragraph  for  The  Shelby  County 
Record : 

"While  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  I  passed  the  monument  of  Richard 
Cobden,  another  of  America's  firm  friends,  who,  during  the  late  unpleasant- 
ness, was  hand  in  hand  with  Bright  in  every  move  to  put  a  stop  to  the  supply 
of  the  material  of  war  from  England.  When  the  question  of  raising  the 
blockade  was  being  debated  in  Parliament,  he  arose  in  his  place  and  said 
that  England  had  better  feed  the  operatives  of  Lancashire  everv  day  for 
five  years  on  turtle  soup  than  raise  the  American  blockade:  as  now,  we  are 
only  suffering  for  the  want  of  cotton,  but  then  we  would  be  suffering  for 
cotton  and  bread  also.  I  stood  and  looked  at  the  monument  atid  thought  of 
the  time  when  we  were  boys  together,  working  in  the  same  works,  operatives 
for  the  same  master.  1  felt  a  pardonable  thrill  of  pride  at  the  honorable  life 
commemorated  by  the  stone  before  me.  and  when  I  reflected  that  the  friend 
of  my  boyhood's  days  had  been  a  firm  friend  to  America  in  the  hour  of 
trouble.  I  dropped  a  tear  to  his  memory." 
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The  first  settler  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Shelby  was  an  Englishman, 
James  Hawkins,  a  sailor  in  his  youth.  He  was  a  veteran  of  both  the  Mexican 
and  Civil  W  ars.  He  entered  his  land  in  Shelby  township  in  1855,  and  built 
a  log  cabin  in  1865.  His  career  was  full  of  adventure.  It  was  said  that  he 
had  visited  every  port  of  both  South  and  North  America. 

John  Burwell,  another  Englishman,  settled  in  Shelby  township  in  1879. 

One  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Fairview  township,  giving  his  name 
to  a  prominent  grove  of  that  township,  was  William  Howlett,  an  Englishman, 
coming  there  in  1862.  His  son  William,  also  of  English  birth,  came  to  the 
grove  in  1858. 

Two  sturdy  Englishmen  of  ability  and  pluck  began  life  in  Shelby  county 
on  the  prairies  of  Jefferson  township,  William  Constable,  who  settled  there 
in  1870,  and  John  Potter  (father  of  T.  H.  Potter  of  Harlan),  who  became  a 
resident  of  the  township  in  1875.    Mr.  Potter  now  resides  in  Irwin. 

Francis  Plumb  and  V  alentine  Plumb,  brothers,  were  English  pioneers 
of  Lincoln  township,  beginning  life  there  in  1875.  and  1870,  respectively. 
They  improved  and  developed  fine  farms  in  this  township,  and  are  now  both 
residents  of  Harlan.    James  Harvey  also  settled  early  in  Lincoln. 

In  1870  another  Englishman  destined  to  make  a  large  place  for  himself 
in  the  business  circles  of  Shelby  county,  N.  Booth,  settled  in  Harlan  township. 
For  many  years  he  was  very  prominent  in  the  Republican  polities  of  the 
county.  He  founded  the  business  now  conducted  as  the  Booth  Implement 
Company.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Harlan  Latter- Day  Saints  church,  and 
took  much  interest  in  its  welfare.  His  sons,  Charles  D.,  David  and  Nathaniel, 
arc  well  known  in  Shelby  county. 

In  1880  Thomas  Barrett,  of  English  birth,  took  up  his  residence  on  the 
rolling  prairies  of  Polk  township  where  he  vet  resides  on  the  fine  farm  he 
developed  by  hard  work. 

H.  A.  Dickinson  was  an  English  pioneer  of  Harlan  township. 

In  1870  William  Roberts,  of  English  nativity,  became  a  resident  of  Har- 
lan township.    Benjamin  Roberts  settled  the  same  year  in  the  same  township. 

In  1882  Joseph  Boardman.  another  Englishman,  settled  in  Cass  town- 
ship. 

The  English  element  in  Greeley  township  was  represented  by  Edmund 
Penniston,  who  settled  there  in  1873.  This  family  has  done  much  to  develop 
the  north  part  of  the  county,  and  the  second  generation  is  still  at  it.  The 
Bank  of  Defiance  is  managed  by  the  Penniston  family,  largely,  and  they  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  community  to  a  large  degree. 

Robert  Ford,  an  Englishman,  settled  in  Grove  township  in  1871.  He 
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later  resided  in  Earling,  where  he  was  a  blacksmith.  His  son  Thomas  be- 
came auditor  of  Shelby  county.    Daniel  Howarth  was  another  Grove  pioneer. 

An  English  pioneer  of  Washington  township  was  James  Adamson. 

Two  Englishmen  who  pioneered  in  Monroe  township  were  Robert 
Porter,  who  came  there  in  1876,  and  William  Johnson,  who  settled  in  that 
township  in  1877. 

Arthur  Pryor.  of  Shelby  township,  a  member  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  Shelby  county,  is  a  native  of  England. 

M.  H.  Porter  was  an  Englishman  who  early  settled  in  Clay  township. 

Of  course  there  were  many  other  men  of  English  birth,  but  these  names 
will  serve  to  emphasize  the  place  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  in  the  development  of 
the  county. 

THE  SCOTCH  AND  WELSH  ELEMENTS  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

There  were  comparatively  few  Scotch  people  among  the  early  pioneers 
of  the  county.  In  1870  Neil  Carmichael  and  his  wife  settled  in  Monroe 
township,  and  about  the  same  time  his  brother  Hugh  and  wife  settled  in  Union 
township,  or  perhaps  a  little  later.  Dr.  W.  D.  Campbell,  father  of  W.  C. 
Campbell,  who  settled  in  the  town  of  Shelby  in  1876,  was  a  graduate  of  the 
famous  University  of  Edinburgh.  The  Maxwell  family,  pioneers  of  Douglas 
township,  were  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Alexander  Maxwell,  for  several  years 
superintendent  of  the  county  farm,  was  a  Scotchman.  Alexander  Campbell, 
of  Jefferson  township,  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The  McCoid  family  of 
Washington  township  pioneer  days,  was  originally  a  Scotch  family. 

The  Welshmen  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Shelby  county  were  very 
few.  Among  them  may  he  mentioned,  however,  W.  E.  Edwards  and  his 
brother  J.  E.  Edwards,  both  very  early  settlers  in  Shelby  township.  Another 
Welshman  was  J.  C.  Hardman,  of  Lincoln  township. 

MISCELLANEOUS  FOREIGN-BORN  CITIZENS. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  groups,  there  should  be  mentioned  natives 
of  other  countries  who  early  settled  in  Shelby  county.  Among  these  was  a 
group  of  Austrians.  including  John  Gorschc.  now  a  well  known  resident  of 
Douglas  township,  and  Michael  Petsche,  now  deceased,  but  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  Westphalia  township.  Both  of  these  men  came  to  Shelby  county  in 
1874.  and  both  for  some  years  following  their  arrival  pursued  the  vocation 
of  pack  peddlers.  At  this  arduous  occupation  they  finally  made  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  they  were  able  to  invest  in  cheap  Shelby  county  land,  with 
the  result  that  Mr.  Petsche,  at  the  date  of  his  death,  was  worth  in  the  neigh- 


Digitized  by  Google 


*34 


.SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


borhood  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr.  Gorsche  today  owns 
several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Shelby  county,  worth  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  to  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  together  with  large  herds  of 
cattle  and  other  live  stock.  Two  other  Austrian*  also  coming  to  Shelby 
county  in  1874  were  George  Muschitz  and  Joseph  Weiss.  John  Panian,  who 
for  some  years  conducted  a  shoe  store  in  Harlan,  was  an  Austrian.  About 
1880  Jacob  Kukar,  another  Austrian,  came  to  Westphalia  township. 

There  have  never  been  very  many  Irench  in  the  county,  but  among  them 
may  be  named  Martin  Obrecht.  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  east  part 
of  the  county,  and  Peter  Buch,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship. There  have  been  a  few  Bohemians  and  Poles  in  the  county.  Charles 
Kostelecky,  who  was  in  business  at  Shelby  years  ago,  and  later  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  livery  barn  in  Harlan,  was  a  native  of  Bohemia.  Natives  of 
Poland,  who  were  pioneers  in  Washington  township,  might  be  named  the 
families  of  Nowatzke  and  Kwapizeske.  Of  course,  there  were  a  good  many 
natives  of  Canada.  Among  these  might  l>e  mentioned,  Eliab  Myers,  a  pioneer 
of  Bowman's  Grove;  F.  J.  MeXaughton,  a  pioneer  of  Grove  township;  E  J. 
Vaughn,  a  pioneer  of  Lincoln  township:  L.  H.  Perkins,  a  pioneer  of  Clay 
township,  and  others. 

Editor  W.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Harlan  Tribune,  has  the  unique  distinc- 
tion of  being,  so  far  as  this  author  is  informed,  the  only  native  of  Australia 
residing  in  the  county. 

A  few  Swiss  have  made  their  homes  in  Shelby  county.  Among  them 
might  be  named  Joseph  Yackey.  an  early  settler  in  Union  township,  father  of 
IT.  V.  Yackey.  a  former  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Shelby  county.  Joseph 
Yackey  was  prominent  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  sometimes  preach- 
ing for  his  church,  and  was  a  well  known  Republican  leader  of  Shelby  county, 
at  one  time  being  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  election  to  the  lower  house  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  Another  native  of  Switzerland  is  J.  Hch. 
Schmid.  a  well  known  merchant  and  grain  dealer  of  Kirkman.  Other  per- 
sons of  Swiss  ancestry  are  the  Hulsebus  families,  well  known  pioneers  of 
Union  township. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  THE  PIONEERS. 

The  author  of  this  history  believes  that  the  following  reminiscenses 
of  early  settlers  and  observers  will  prove  most  interesting  and  instructive. 
We  are  very  fortunate  indeed  in  having  with  us  a  number  of  men  whose 
recollections  run  back  to  the  very  early  occurrences  that  have  helped  to 
make  the  history  of  the  county.  The  following  pages  contain  these  remin- 
iscences in  the  very  words  of  the  pioneers  who  have  so  kindly  contributed 
them : 

GEN\  GREXVILLE  M.  DODGE,  OF  COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA. 

[One  of  the  most  noted  men  of  Iowa,  who,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  is  yet  vigorous  in  mind  and  body,  is  General  Dodge,  who,  in  1853, 
made  a  railroad  survey  through  Shelby  (county.  By  the  way,  General 
Dodge  is  one  of  the  only  surviving  Union  major-generals  of  the  Civil 
War.  The  only  other  yet  living  is  Gen.  P.  J.  Osterhaus,  who  now  resides 
in  Germany.  The  railroad  survey  to  which  General  Dodge  refers  in 
the  following  reminiscences  was  that  of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Rail- 
road, which  later  became  known  as  the  Rock  Island.] 

The  maps  of  my  original  survey,  which  was  of  the  Mississippi  &  Mis- 
souri Railroad,  now  the  Rock  Island,  are  on  file,  I  suppose,  in  the  office  of 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad  in  Chicago.  If  you  have  an  early  map  of  Iowa, 
made  in  the  fifties  or  sixties,  you  will  find  my  line  marked  upon  it;  how- 
ever, if  you  have  a  sectional  map  of  Iowa,  showing  the  streams,  I  can  mark 
the  line  on  it  passing  through  Shelby  county. 

My  line  followed  the  Raccoon  to  the  Beaver,  following  out  the  Beaver 
to  its  head  into  a  prong  of  the  Middle  river,  following  it  west,  and  crossing 
the  divide  into  Troublesome.  Crossing  the  Troublesome,  it  entered  the 
eastern  prong  of  Indian  creek,  following  that  and  crossed  the  Indian,  fol- 
lowing out  a  small  branch  of  it  and  across  the  east  fork  of  the  west  Nishna- 
botna  in  township  seventy-nine,  crossing  at  the  forks  where  Harlan  now 
stands,  going  due  west  to  near  the  head  of  the  Mosquito,  and  thence  down 
the  Mosquito  to  Council  Bluffs. 
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The  sectional  maps  issued  by  the  Iowa  railroad  commission  in  1892. 
and  from  then  on,  give  the  streams  so  clearly  that  it  i?  easy  to  mark  the 
course  of  the  survey.    Upon  these  lines  the  land  grant  was  selected. 

About  1865,  when  I  was  in  the  army,  the  Rock  Island  road  engineers 
made  a  survey  west  of  Des  Moines,  and  the  chief  engineer,  Mr  Johnson, 
thought  they  discovered  a  shorter  and  better  route  by  leaving  the  Raccoon 
river  and  following  down  the  Turkey  to  Atlantic,  and  then  crossing  all  the 
streams  that  I  avoided,  making  very  heavy  work,  and  striking  the  Mos- 
quito near  Xeola,  following  my  line  into  the  Bluffs. 

This  was  outside  of  our  land  grant  and  was  a  serious  mistake,  which 
the  Rock  Island  people  soon  discovered,  but  too  late  to  rectify  it.  The 
original  plan  was  for  the  old  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  to  build  from 
Davenport  as  near  due  west  as  possible,  and  the  second  line  was  to  go  from 
Muscatine  due  west  to  the  Bluffs,  occupying  the  country  that  the  present 
line  does  from  Atlantic  west. 

This  second  line  was  built  to  Oskaloosa  and  discontinued  there.  The 
stopping  of  the  building  of  the  Muscatine  line  at  Oskaloosa,  the  changing 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  line  down  Turkey  creek,  immediately  put 
in  danger  the  land  grant,  which  they  came  very  near  losing.  It  took  new 
action  by  Congress  for  them  to  obtain  the  land  grant. 

It  was  unjust  to  the  people  who  had  settled  along  my  original  line, 
as  the  land  grant  west  of  the  Raccoon  river  was  entirely  off  the  line  that 
the  Rock  Island  built. 

There  were  a  good  many  tilings  happened  on  my  first  line  through 
the  state  that  might  interest  you,  and  I  will  1«  pleased  to  give  them  to  you, 
part  of  them  relating  to  Shelby  county,  and  to  Add  Cuppy.  He  was  the 
first  settler  in  that  country.  I  found  him  in  what  was  known  as  Cuppy's 
Grove  in  the  fall  of  1853,  and  there  was  living  near  him  a  Mr.  Johnson. 

I  came  very  near  shooting  Cuppy  by  accident.  I  knew  of  no  settler 
in  that  country  and  started  out  ahead  of  my  party  from  Indian  creek  to 
examine  the  country  ahead.  There  were  no  maps  of  the  country  then,  and 
as  my  party  was  out  of  meat,  I  carried  my  rifle  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
deer  if  1  struck  one.  When  I  struck  the  edge  of  Cuppy's  (trove.  I  noticed 
something  moving  in  the  bushes.  The  grove  on  the  outside  was  full  of 
hazelnut  bushes,  very  thick  and  very  high.  I  thought  I  saw  the  head  of  a 
deer  in  the  brush,  and  as  I  was  sitting  on  my  horse.  I  took  up  my  rifle  to 
shoot  it  .and  Add  Cuppy  jumped  up  out  of  the  brush,  with  a  red  handker- 
chief on  his  head  and  yelled,  "not  to  shoot  him.  there  was  a  deer  in  the 
brush  and  he  was  crawling  towards  it."    T  mistook  his  red  bandana  as  a 
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deer,  and  was  greatly  surprised.  I  made  his  acquaintance  and  used  him 
a  good  deal  in  making  my  reconnaissance  and  survey  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state,  and  I  look  upon  him  as  a  very  reliable  and  good  citizen.  There 
were  other  matters  relating  to  him  that  were  of  interest  that  I  could  relate 
if  you  need  them.  1  entered  a  good  deal  of  the  land  in  Shelby  county  for 
myself  and  others — people  connected  with  the  railroad. 

The  changing  of  the  line  south  caused  them  to  carry  their  lands  a  good 
many  years  before  they  were  sold,  and  now  that  country,  Harlan  and  Exira, 
has  to  be  accommodated  with  local  branches,  which,  if  the  original  plan 
had  been  carried  out,  the  railroads  would  have  occupied  the  same  territory, 
both  being  through  lines  without  branches. 

There  was  another  circumstance  occurred  at  Indian  creek  that  may 
interest  you.  Peter  A.  Dey,  who  was  my  chief,  came  out  of  Iowa  City 
with  a  wagon  and  team,  bringing  our  mail  and  some  supplies.  He  expected 
to  find  me  on  Beaver,  near  the  head  of  the  Raccoon,  but  my  survey  had  pro- 
gressed much  faster  than  he  had  expected,  and  when  he  had  got  over  to 
where  Indian  creek  was,  he  found  it  very  hard  to  cross  the  stream  with 
the  wagon  without  help.  Of  course  there  were  no  roads  through  the 
country  and  there  were  no  bridges.  He  had  with  him  a  young  man  who 
was  coming  to  the  party,  by  the  name  of  Bacon,  the  son  of  the  celebrated 
Doctor  Bacon  of  Connecticut.  When  they  reached  Indian  creek  he  con- 
cluded to  leave  the  wagon  and  take  the  horses  and  go  forward,  expecting 
to  meet  me  that  day,  but  it  was  night  when  they  got  down  to  the  forks  of 
Indian  creek  and  found  where  my  camp  had  been,  in  the  little  grove  in  that 
fork.    There  they  remained  over  night. 

Bacon  being  a  tenderfoot  and  riding  his  horse  bareback,  was  pretty 
stiff  and  lame  the  next  morning,  and  didn't  feel  like  going  forward  with 
Mr.  Dey,  so  Mr.  Dey  left  him  with  instructions  to  follow  the  staked  line, 
or  wagon  track,  and  Mr.  Dey  came  forward  and  found  me  located  on  the 
west  Botna.  I  was  out  ahead  with  my  party,  and  didn't  get  back  until 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  Bacon  hadn't  then  appeared.  As 
Mr.  Dey  was  getting  worried  about  him.  I  waited  until  after  supper,  then 
took  a  fresh  horse  and  rode  back  over  the  country  to  find  Bacon. 

I  remember  riding  into  a  slough  along  in  the  evening  when  I  came  ui>on 
a  pack  of  elk,  who  suddenly  rose  up  before  me  and  frightened  me  and  my 
horse.  Just  after  I  got  near  to  Indian  creek,  I  struck  some  Indians  who 
were  coining  from  the  south  and  had  packs,  and  1  afterwards  understood 
they  had  lx?en  down  to  the  settlement  stealing  pigs  and  were  carrying  them 
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north.  They  thought  I  was  a  settler  after  them,  and  were  as  greatly  fright- 
ened as  I,  and  we  both  of  us  got  out  in  a  hurry. 

As  I  traveled  along,  at  each  ravine  or  open  space  I  would  call  out  at 
the  height  of  my  voice  for  Bacon,  hoping  he  would  hear  me.  On  reaching 
Indian  creek  and  not  finding  him,  I  realized  that  1  would  have  to  make  a 
well  defined  search  for  him.  therefore  returned  to  my  party  to  organize 
searching  parties,  giving  definite  instructions  to  each  to  follow  the  streams 
and  divides,  for  in  the  open  country  of  that  kind  they  were  as  liable  to  be 
lost  as  Bacon.  They  were  to  remain  on  the  stream  following  it.  or  else  on 
the  divide. 

On  the  third  day,  one  of  the  parties,  under  Mr.  Thompson,  one  of  the 
teamsters,  discovered  Bacon  some  fifteen  miles  south  on  the  divide,  be- 
tween the  Indian  and  Nishnabotna,  staggering  and  almost  exhausted.  1. 
myself,  had  found  his  horse  and  blankets  at  a  small  stream  where  he  ap- 
peared to  have  had  trouble  in  crossing.  W  hen  Thompson  discovered  Ba- 
con he  found  him  dazed  but  still  with  his  senses,  and  when  Thompson  told 
him  his  name,  Bacon  took  out  a  watch,  which  Thompson  had  left  in  Iowa 
City  for  repairs,  handed  it  to  him  and  said,  "Here  is  your  watch,"  showing 
he  still  had  his  senses. 

They  all  centered  that  night,  according  to  my  orders,  at  Indian  creek. 
I  immediately  asked  Baron,  after  giving  him  something  to  eat  and  straight- 
ening him  out.  why  he  didn't  follow  Mr.  Dey's  instructions.  He  said  he 
didn't  know,  but  he  supposed  he  could  go  right  across  the  country  to  the 
camp.  I  noticed  one  of  the  boys  in  cooking  rice  had  burned  it  a  little  and 
had  thrown  the  whole  kettle  out.  and  there  it  was  plain  to  be  seen  in  our 
old  camp.  I  asked  Bacon  if  he  had  seen  it  the  day  he  had  left  there,  and 
then  had  nothing  to  eat.  He  said.  "Yes."  And  T  said.  "Why  didn't  you 
eat  it?"  He  said.  "I  didn't  suppose  it  was  fit  to  eat."  As  I  sat  talking  to 
him,  I  told  one  of  the  boys  to  take  my  horse  down  to  water.  His  name 
was  "Commissary."  He  had  been  ridden  by  the  commissary  of  the  sur- 
vey of  developing  our  north  boundary,  and  when  Bacon  heard  me  call  the 
horse's  name  he  said.  "Well,  that  is  a  good  name  for  a  horse  when  you  are 
going  to  a  starving  man." 

He  told  me  where  he  had  rested  the  first  night,  and  I  saw  it  was  near 
where  I  had  passed  and  where  I  had  called  his  name,  and  I  asked  him  why 
he  had  not  answered  me.  He  said,  "I  couldn't  think  it  was  any  human  voice." 
He  thought  it  must  be  an  animal  or  something,  and  he  was  afraid  to  an- 
swer, showing  that  he  had  no  woodcraft  whatever. 
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And  he  also  said  the  first  two  nights  he  was  out  he  had  dreamed  of 
being  at  a  table  where  there  was  any  quantity  of  food,  but  he  could  not  get 
any  of  it  himself.  Whilst  Bacon  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  a  remark- 
ably intelligent  young  man,  he  didn't  seem  to  appreciate  the  common  sense 
facts  that  a  man  had  to  have  in  a  new  country,  for  I  lost  him  again  in  the 
Missouri  valley.  He  was  correspondent  at  that  time  for  the  New  York 
Tribune,  and  wrote  very  interesting  articles  in  relation  to  his  experiences, 
and  in  after  years  was  a  noted  lawyer  in  Rochester,  New  York.  I  think 
he  is  now  dead. 

Some  years  after  this,  when  I  was  making  reconnaissance  up  the 
Boyer  river  valley,  with  a  view  of  examining  that  country  for  a  railroad, 
I  had  Add  Cuppy  with  me.  I  forget  the  year,  but  it  was  the  year  that  a 
hunter  by  the  name  of  Bartlett,  or  Barrett,  of  Council  Bluffs,  froze  to 
death  while  out  hunting.  Cuppy  and  myself  had  been  out,  up  towards 
the  Boyer  river.  Tt  was  in  the  fall  and  the  weather  had  been  quite  warm. 
We  were  horseback  and  had  nothing  with  us;  we  depended  upon  striking 
settlers  or  some  camp  to  get  our  living,  and  there  came  upon  us  a  very 
heavy  rain  storm.  As  we  were  going  down  from  Boyer  river  to  Cuppy 's 
Grove,  and  within  an  hour  or  two,  the  rain  having  stopped,  the  weather 
turned  extremely  cold,  getting  down,  I  think,  to  about  zero.  It  was  so  cold 
that  it  froze  the  ice  on  a  little  creek  that  we  struck.  I  found  that  we  could 
not  get  to  Cuppy 's  Grove  that  night  and  I  selected  a  little  copse  of  trees  on 
a  little  stream — I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the  stream — and  we  tried  to 
build  a  fire,  but  failed.  I  saw  then  that  we  were  in  great  danger,  because 
our  clothing,  being  wet,  was  freezing  on  us,  and  I  said  to  Cuppy  that  we 
must  keep  walking,  "and  if  I  am  disposed  to  fall  asleep  you  must  get  a  wil- 
low and  whip  me  and  keep  me  awake,  and  if  you  do,  I  will  do  the  same." 

Some  time  after  midnight,  Cuppy  got  tired  and  determined  to  lie 
down,  and  I  got  the  willow  and  whipped  him.  He  turned  on  me  and  was 
going  to  fight  me.  but  soon  got  awake  enough  to  realize  that  we  must  keep 
moving.  I  had  strength  of  mind  enough  to  keep  from  lying  down  and 
going  to  sleep.  No  one  knows,  unless  he  has  had  experience,  what  a  de- 
sire there  is  under  such  circumstances  to  sleep.  We  passed  the  night  with 
our  clothes  frozen,  and  we  had  to  start  the  next  morning  leading  our 
horses,  as  when  onr  clothes  would  touch  the  skin  it  would  freeze  the  flesh, 
and  it  was  quite  a  long  time  before  the  weather  was  such  that  our  clothes 
froze  dry.  We  got  to  his  house  that  evening,  both  of  us  greatly  pleased  and 
ready  for  a  warm  supper,  which  Mrs.  Cuppy  soon  prepared. 
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JOHN  I.  WHITE. 

[Mr.  White  is  now  eighty-three  years  of  ape,  and  writes  of  scenes 
he  himself  witnessed  fifty-five  years  ago.  It  will  be  noted  that  he  kept  a 
diary,  hence  his  recollections  are  authentic  and  dependable.  He  has  lived 
to  see  his  dollar-and-a-half  Polk  township  land  rise  in  value  to  not  less 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.- -Editor. ] 

In  complying  with  your  request  for  a  skeirh  of  a  trip  made  by  me  in 
the  spring  of  1S50  to  Harlan.  Iowa,  will  state  by  way  of  introduction  that 
1  am  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  have  for  years  been  a  citizen  of  Jerseyville, 
my  present  home. 

The  land  1  went  to  Shelby  county.  Iowa,  to  see  was  formerly  owned 
by  A.  M.  Blackburn,  a  banker  of  Jerseyville.  Ik*  had  purchased  a  number 
of  land  warrants  issued  to  soldiers  of  the  War  of  1S12,  and  sent  them  to 
Knuckolls  and  Dodge  of  Council  Bluffs,  to  be  located  on  Iowa  lands.  Two 
of  them  were  located  on  the  west  one-half  of  section  2,  town  80.  range  37, 
which  is  now  Polk  township.  Shelby  county. 

!n  connection  with  my  brother,  in  1858  we  bought  this  land,  cash 
down,  and  received  a  deed  from  Rla-kburn  and  wife.  Me  had  never  seen 
the  land,  and  knew  nothing  about  it.  Wc  bought  it  at  a  venture,  paying. 
I  think,  about  one  dollar  and  one-half  per  acre. 

In  the  spring  of  1850  we  concluded  to  go  out  to  Iowa  and  see  our  pur- 
chase. Accordingly,  on  tin*  14th  of  April  we  went  aboard  the  steamer 
"Spread  Eagle"  at  St.  Ij>uis  and  took  passage  for  Omaha.  After  a  very 
interesting  and  pleasant  trip  of  seven  days  we  landed  in  Omaha. 

It  seemed  a  young  city  which  had  had  a  boom  and  then  stopped  to 
rest  awhile.  The  grass  was  still  growing  in  Earnlmn  street  and  Indians 
were  very  numerous,  mixed  with  soldiers  and  "Pike's  Peakers."  Cor- 
ner lots  were  offered  us  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each  and  a  drag 
on  the  market  at  that.  We  remained  hero  and  at  Council  Bluffs  until  April 
271I1.  when  we  set  out  for  Harlan,  distant,  we  were  told,  about  thirtv  miles, 
on  foot,  the  only  available  way  for  us  to  travel. 

We  were  directed  to  go  by  way  of  Crescent  City,  which  we  reached 
about  noon.  There  we  got  a  ride  with  a  farmer  to  Harris  Grove,  where 
we  stayed  all  night. 

The  next  morning.  April  ic*th  (I  follow  my  journal  now.  written  up 
each  day),  we  set  out  on  a  faint  trail  due  east  for  our  destination,  eighteen 
or  twenty  miies  distant,  we  were  told.    This  trail  was  marked  in  places 
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by  furrows,  or  stakes,  and  occasionally  an  elk  horn  set  up.  We  followed 
it  on  as  best  we  could,  all  day,  and  reached  Harlan  just  at  dark,  nearly 
exhausted.  The  grass  was  all  burned  off,  and  we  did  not  see  a  human  be- 
ing or  house  all  day.  A  great  many  deer  and  elk  horns  were  scattered 
along  the  trail  and  as  far  as  we  could  see  out  over  the  hills  and  valleys. 
Many  of  the  elk  horns  were  of  great  size.  I  picked  up  one  which  had  the 
top  broken  off  a  few  inches,  and,  placing  the  butt  of  it  between  my  toes, 
it  reached  up  to  my  nose,  and  I  am  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height. 

Prairie  chickens  by  the  hundred  abounded  and  were  as  tame  as  do- 
mestic fowls;  instead  of  flying,  they  merely  ran  to  one  side  or  the  other 
and  let  us  pass  through  the  flock.  Prairie  squirrels  and  gophers  were  very 
numerous.  The  country  was  very  rolling  and  beautiful;  good  soil  and 
well  watered. 

In  Harlan  we  stopped  at  a  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Barnette,  standing  about 
the  middle  of  where  the  fair  grounds  are  now  situated,  and  close  around 
it  were  located  all  the  buildings  of  any  kind,  about  two  dozen,  making  up 
the  town  of  Harlan. 

Where  the  present  city  is  located  was  unbroken  prairie,  without  a 
building  of  any  kind  upon  it.  There  was  quite  a  grove  to  the  southeast 
of  where  the  court  house  now  is  located. 

Harlan  had  one  or  two  small  stores,  a  printing  office  which  published 
a  small  newspaper,  The  Shelby  County  Courier,  edited,  I  think,  by  a  man 
named  Beesack;  and  a  shingle  factory.  There  were  several  small  build- 
ings for  county  offices  also.  1  do  not  think  there  was  a  particle  of  paint 
on  any  building  in  town.  The  grass  was  growing  everywhere.  Such  was 
Harlan  in  May,  1859. 

We  made  the  acquaintance  of  Charles  F.  H.  Forbes,  civil  engineer, 
who  was  locating  the  swamp  lands  for  Shelby  county,  which  took  in  all  the 
fine  farming  land  lying  along  the  Botna  south  of  Harlan,  and  probably  now 
worth  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  It  looked  a  little  queer  to  me,  but 
was  probably  all  right. 

Prairie  squirrels  were  numerous  all  over  town  and  it  was  a  favorite 
amusement  for  the  children  to  "fish"  for  them.  The  way  this  was  done  was 
to  take  a  Fish  hook  and  line,  fasten  a  grain  of  corn  to  the  hook,  drop  it  down 
the  hole,  and  when  they  began  to  bite,  jerk  them  out.    I  have  seen  it  done. 

There  had  been  made  a  survey  for  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Miss- 
issippi to  the  Missouri  river  at  Council  Bluffs.  The  stakes  were  set  for 
the  line  along  the  north  side  of  town  and  thence  in  a  southwest  direction 
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to  the  Bluffs.    I  do  not  think  there  was  a  mile  of  finished  road  in  the  state 
at  that  time;  if  so,  1  have  forgotten. 

There  was  a  great  rush  of  emigrants  passing  through  daily  for  Pike's 
Peak  gold  mines,  in  all  kinds  of  conveyances;  some  on  foot  with  packs  on  • 
their  hacks;  some  with  hand  carts;  others  with  ox  teams,  and  many  witli 
good  outfits.    All  of  them  in  great  hoj>es,  exacting  to  return  loaded  with 
gold  in  a  year  or  two.    They  were  a  very  motley  crowd. 

We  soon  got  acquainted  with  nearly  every  man.  woman  and  child  in 
the  little  community,  some  of  whose  names  I  rememher  yet.  There  was, 
for  instance.  William  Wyland,  recorder:  Mr.  Holcotnb.  clerk  of  court; 
Judge  Tarkington,  Mr.  Spicer,  Mr.  Plum.  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Beesack,  A.  T. 
Ault  and  others. 

Simoda,  just  over  the  river  one  <>r  two  miles  east  of  Marian,  aspired 
to  be  the  county  seat ;  yet  it  had  scarcely  made  a  start  towards  even  being 
a  town  at  all.  We  met  a  very  intelligent  young  gentleman  there  by  the 
name  of  Merrill,  who  is  the  only  inhabitant  I  remember. 

The  contest  for  locating  the  county  seat  had  been  very  exciting  and  re- 
sulted in  the  election  in  favor  of  Harlan  by  a  majority  of  nine  votes.  And 
the  opposition  were  greatly  opposed  to  the  result,  claiming  unfair  practices 
had  been  used. 

The  county  lx>oks  and  records  had  been  moved  to  Marian  and  all  public 
business  was  being  transacted  there,  which  the  opposition  considered  an 
outrage.  They  prepared  a  petition  demanding  of  the  court  a  surrender  of 
the  county  books  and  documents.  This  was  to  be  presented  on  the  first  day 
of  court,  May  2,  1859. 

On  Monday  morning.  May  2,  about  fifty-five  men  backing  the  petition, 
and  sup|)osed  to  be  armed,  assembled  at  the  little  court  house  waiting  for 
Jud^c  Tarkington  to  call  court.  I  was  an  eye  witness  to  all  that  transpired 
that  day.  being  right  in  the  crowd  and  court,  and  recorded  in  my  journal 
that  evening  all  that  was  done.  From  this  I  draw  my  facts,  instead  of 
memory,  which  is  very  uncertain  after  fifty-five  years. 

At  the  usual  hour  court  was  called,  and  immediately  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock  p.  m.,  before  the  people  could  fill  the  court  house.  In  the  interven- 
ing time  a  posse  was  summoned  and  sworn  in  to  protect  the  judge  and 
county  property.  They  were  supposed  to  be  armed,  and  were  in  the  court 
house  promptly  before  three  p.  m. 

At  the  appointed  time  court  was  called  and  the  room  filled  with  a  rush. 
J  was  w  ithin  three  feet  of  the  leader  <  I  forget  his  name)  when  he  presented 
their  petition  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  books.    The  judge  re- 
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plied,  plainly,  "I  can't  do  it."  The  leader  then  said,  "Come  on,  men,  we 
will  take  them,"  and  a  general  forward  move  was  made,  when  the  judge 
ordered  the  clerk  (Holcomb)  to  read  the  riot  act,  which  he  promptly  did — 
and  the  judge  announced  that  it  would  be  immediately  enforced  if  violence 
should  be  attempted. 

This  had  a  very  quieting  effect  and  the  crowd  began  to  disperse  and 
start  for  their  homes,  and  so  ended  this  "tempest  in  a  teapot." 

1  think  the  contract  for  building  a  court  house  was  let  that  day,  and 
an  agricultural  society  organized. 

On  May  3d  we  employed  Mr.  Plum  with  a  rig  to  go  with  us  to  find 
our  land.  We  followed  mostly  an  Indian  trail  north  along  ridges,  until 
near  Highland  Grove,  where  we  left  our  team  and  walked  east  to  where 
we  supposed  we  found  it,  but  later  found  out  we  did  not  reach  it  by  sev- 
eral miles. 

In  1 88 1  I  bought  my  brother's  interest  in  the  land  and  have  since  been 
sole  owner.  The  same  year  (in  November,  1881)  I  came  out  and  really 
for  the  first  time  saw  it.  It  looked  good  to  me,  and  so  I  built  a  house  on 
it  and  proceeded  to  improve  it  in  every  way,  and  it  is  still  there,  as  good 
as  new,  to  speak  for  itself.  Title  perfect,  and  has  never  had  a  debt  or 
claim  against  it.  When  I  first  saw  this  land  there  was  not  a  tree  on  it 
or  scarcely  in  sight.  I  began  putting  out  forest  trees  of  various  kinds,  and 
now  there  are  at  least  five  hundred,  some  of  which  are  more  than  two  feet 
in  diameter.    There  are  also  a  good  many  fruit  trees. 

On  May  10th  I  went  in  company  with  Messrs.  Springer  and  Beesack 
to  Council  Bluffs,  on  our  return  home,  in  a  two-horse  rig.  Had  a  delight- 
ful ride  through  a  beautiful  new  country.  The  black  burnt  landscape  of  a 
few  weeks  ago  had  been  transformed  into  a  rolling  sea  of  verdure.  So 
wonderful  is  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  Spent  some  time  at  Omaha  and  then 
took  passage  on  the  steamer  "Iatan"  for  St.  Louis. 

I  can  give  no  better  idea  of  my  impressions  of  the  country  than  by 
quoting  almost  verbatim  from  my  journal  written  down  on  May  13.  1859. 
which  follows: 

"Iowa  is  a  beautiful  country,  possessing  many  natural  advantages. 
Amongst  these  may  be  noted  the  quality  and  natural  formation  of  the  land, 
being  high  and  rolling  prairies  or  rich  bottoms,  all  of  which  arc  unsur- 
passed for  agricultural  purposes.  Also  the  excellence  and  abundance  of 
water  everywhere  found. 

"As  an  offset  to  these  advantages  I  will  note,  as  chief  objection,  the 
great  scarcity  of  timber  necessary  for  building,  fencing  and  fuel. 
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"Coal  has  not  yet  been  found,  I  believe,  at  least  to  any  amount,  in 
western  Iowa.  If  coal  could  be  obtained  in  abundance  for  fuel,  farms 
might  be  inclosed  by  ditches,  hedges  or  some  kind  of  wire  fences."  Barbed 
wire  had  not  then  been  invented,  1  think,  which  has  solved  the  problem  com- 
pletely, as  the  present  splendid  farms  all  over  the  country  give  abundant 
proof  now,  in  this  year  of  19 14. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF   HENRY  CUSTER,  OF  HARLAN. 

[The  following  very  interesting  story  I  take  from  the  Shelby  County 
Republican,  being  furnished  by  Henry  Custer,  now  a  resident  of  Harlan, 
and  one  of  the  few  men  yet  living  who  knew  Shelby  county  in  the  early 
fifties. — Editor.] 

VIVID  STORY  OF  AN  OLD-TIME  BLIZZARD. 

Henry  Custer,  of  this  city,  has  lived  in  Shelby  county  continuously 
since  1856,  perhaps  for  a  few  years  earlier  than  that.  He  has  lived  an 
active  life  until  a  few  years  ago  upon  the  farm  near  town,  and  he  knows 
what  the  weather  has  been  quite  as  well  as  any  fanner  could  know  it.  He 
also  possesses  a  good  memory  and  a  ready  tongue,  and  can  tell  what  he 
knows  most  entertainingly. 

Making  a  call  at  this  oflice,  Saturday,  and  the  extreme  cold  weather 
suggesting  the  subject,  Mr.  Custer  related  a  few  of  his  experiences  with 
the  cold  weather  of  former  days. 

He  asserted  it  to  be  a  fact  that  old-time  winters  were  much  more  severe 
than  they  have  l>een  in  recent  years.  He  claims  to  have  seen  snowfall 
aggregate  four  feet  upon  the  level  all  over  this  country — that  is,  as  long  as 
it  remained  level.  But  the  high  winds  of  winter  drove  the  snow  into  huge 
drifts,  wherever  there  was  a  grove  or  a  building  for  it  to  lodge  behind; 
but  as  there  were  few  buildings  or  grove^  in  an  early  day,  the  drifting  snow- 
settled  in  the  valleys,  and  he  has  seen  all  the  lesser  valleys  drifted  full,  so 
that  the  country  appeared  to  be  almost  Hat.  He  has  also  seen  the  mercury 
down  to  fifty  degrees  below  zero  right  here  in  old  Shelby  county. 

He  related  one  serious  incident  that  happened  to  himself  and  Uncle 
Jimmy  Long  in  the  severe  winter  of  1856.  L  uck*  Jimmy  Long  was  the 
pioneer  resident  of  this  locality  who  laid  out  that  part  of  Harlan  which 
lies  upon  high  ground  and  is  now  the  principal  part  of  the  city.  Every 
resident  has  heard  of  him. 
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Upon  the  occasion  told  of  by  Mr.  Custer,  he  and  Uncle  Jimmy 
Long  went  to  the  mill  on  Indian  creek,  near  what  is  now  Council  Bluffs, 
taking  with  them  fifty  bushels  of  wheat  to  have  it  ground  into  flour. 
The  wheat  was  loaded  into  a  wagon  drawn  by  two  yoke  of  cattle.  Henry 
drove  the  cattle,  and  Uncle  Jimmy  rode  alongside  on  horseback. 

They  reached  the  mill  alL  right  and  had  their  grinding  done.  The  mil- 
ler finished  somewhere  near  noon.  The  grinding  done,  Uncle  Jimmy  told 
Henry  to  start  toward  home,  and  he  would  follow  later  in  the  day.  Henry 
started  and  reached  a  stopping  place  for  the  night  on  Keg  creek,  eighteen 
miles  from  the  Bluffs.  Uncle  Jimmy  arrived  at  the  stopping  place  some- 
time during  the  night  and  was  up  when  Henry  arose  next  morning. 

They  fed  the  cattle,  ate  their  breakfasts,  and  made  an  early  start.  The 
weather  was  very  pleasant  for  the  season,  and  soon  became  so  warm  that 
both  removed  their  overcoats.  The  cattle  were  slow,  and  they  didn't  make 
very  good  time.  It  was  along  toward  night  when  they  reached  a  point 
near  where  the  town  of  Shelbv  stands  now. 

- 

When  they  got  some  distance  up  Silver  creek,  Uncle  Jimmy  told  Henry 
he  guessed  he  would  ride  ahead  and  stop  for  supper  at  the  Waterbury  home, 
some  seven  or  eight  miles  south  of  Harlan.  Very  soon  after  Uncle  Jimmy 
left,  a  blizzard  swept  down  from  the  northwest,  in  all  the  fury  for  which 
such  storms  are  noted,  and  Henry  was  in  for  a  most  strenuous  time. 

There  was  a  very  narrow  bridge  across  Silver,  at  a  certain  place,  and  to 
get  home  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  bridge.  To  reach  the  bridge,  the 
cattle  had  to  veer  to  the  northwest  a  bit,  facing  the  storm.  It  was  doubtful 
if  they  would  do  this,  but  they  did,  he  being  unable  to  guide  them.  When 
they  reached  the  bridge,  it  being  dark.  Henry  went  ahead  to  examine,  and 
then  called  the  cattle  after  him.  When  they  had  gotten  almost  over  the 
bridge,  one  hind  wheel  slipped  off  to  one  side.  The  cattle  kept  going,  the 
wheel  struck  the  bank  and  righted  the  wagon,  but  a  big  bunch  of  planks  were 
pulled  from  the  bridge  floor. 

Having  crossed  the  bridge,  the  cattle  followed  the  trail,  which  led  east, 
very  nicely,  and  Henry  laid  on  the  gad,  hanging  on  to  an  ox  bow  and  walk- 
ing beside  the  cattle.  As  they  proceeded  through  the  black  night  all  at 
once  the  front  yoke  of  cattle  collided  with  something  in  the  road,  which 
proved  to  be  Uncle  Jimmy  and  his  horse.  Uncle  having  ridden  back  to  meet 
Henry.  So  they  drove  together  to  the  Waterbury  place,  arriving  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night.  Here  they  fed  the  cattle  and  got  some  supper  for  them- 
selves. 

do) 
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After  supper,  Uncle  Jimmy  told  Henry  he  could  take  the  horse  and 
ride  home,  and  that  he  (Uncle  Jimmy)  would  drive  the  cattle  home.  Henry 
objected  to  this,  but  was  finally  persuaded  by  Uncle  Jimmy  that  this  was  the 
right  thing  to  do. 

It  was  late  when  Henry  got  home  (he  lived  near  where  Eli  Hoskins 
does  now),  and  he  was  worried  about  Uncle  Jimmy,  so  he  didn't  sleep 
much.  And  as  soon  as  he  could  see  the  least  little  bit  the  next  morning 
lie  set  out  for  Uncle  Jimmy's  home.  near  where  the  canning  factory  stands 
now. 

Arrived  there,  he  routed  out  members  of  the  family  and  hired  men,  and 
learned  that  Uncle  Jimmy  had  not  come  home.  And  then  there  was  a  big 
hurry  while  the  boys  and  hired  men  dressed,  mounted  horses,  and  set  out 
for  the  east  side  of  the  river,  to  find  Uncle  Jimmy.  They  fully  expected 
to  find  him  frozen  to  death  in  the  snow. 

But  he  wasn't.  His  cattle  had  got  lost  on  the  prairie,  near  where  the 
Peter  Sorensen  farm  is  now,  and  had  traveled  in  a  circle  through  the  night, 
Uncle  Jimmy  keeping  along  with  them.  His  left  hand  was  frozen  solid 
around  the  whip  stock,  and  his  feet  were  frozen,  too,  but  he  hadn't  given 
up.    They  had  to  cut  the  whip  stock  near  the  hand  to  release  the  whip. 

Uncle  Jimmy  and  the  cattle  were  taken  home,  and  l>oth  got  over  the 
rigors  of  the  night.  It  was  a  bad  one.  all  right ;  and  this  little  instance, 
just  one  of  many,  is  enough  to  show  that  the  pioneers  of  necessity  led  a 
strenuous  life.  It  also  is  sufficient  to  show  that  it  used  to  get  cold  in  those 
days.  And  the  reasonable  presumption  is.  that  it  will  do  this  all  over,  again 
and  again,  as  the  winters  come  and  go. 

REMINISCENCES   BY    JACOB    B.    STUTZMAN,    A    PIONEER   OK   SHELBY  COUNTY, 

SINCE  1856. 

I  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  November  22,  1834,  and  at  nine 
years  of  age  my  parents  moved  to  near  Goshen,  Indiana.  In  February, 
1S56,  I  started  west,  going  to  Pekin,  Illinois,  where'  I  worked  on  a  steam 
saw-mill  over  a  month.  About  the  tlr^t  of  April,  I  reached  Iowa  City. 
Iowa.  There  was  then  no  railroad  in  Iowa,  except  that  from  Davenport 
to  Iowa  City.  At  Iowa  City  I  fell  in  with  a  man  moving  from  Indiana  to 
Panora,  Iowa.  He  had  a  few  cows  to  be  driven  and  I  helped  him  to  drive 
them.  I  walked  and  drove  from  Iowa  City  to  Panora.  Reaching  Panora, 
a  man  named  Walters  and  1  started  for  Carroll  county.  Iowa.  Reaching 
Carroll  county,  we  found  a  man  from  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  putting  up 
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a  saw  and  grist  mill  combined.  As  I  was  a  carpenter,  I  secured  work  in 
building  the  mill  and  was  employed  nearly  a  month.  Then  Mr.  Walters 
and  1  walked  back  to  Panora.  As  we  could  not  find  any  road  leading  into 
Shelby  county,  and  that  was  the  place  we  were  really  striking  for  when  we 
left  Panora,  we  struck  south  from  Carroll  county,  intending  to  take  the 
old  stage  road  that  ran  across  Iowa  from  Davenport  to  Iowa  City,  Des 
Moines  and  Council  Bluffs,  but  on  the  first  day  we  saw  a  man,  who  in- 
formed us  that  there  was  no  house  on  that  road  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  miles.  We  could  see  one  house  which  he  said  was  five  miles  distant, 
but  it  was  out  of  our  way.  Not  wishing  to  go  back,  we  made  for  that 
house  and  as  the  road  wound  around  on  the  divide  we  took  a  straight  course, 
which  was  the  worst  trip  I  ever  had.  It  was  on  July  28,  1856.  We  got 
into  brooks  or  creeks,  some  with  banks  so  steep  that  we  could  hardly  get  up 
or  down.  In  the  sloughs  or  other  places  the  grass  was  frequently  three 
to  six  feet  high.  Finally  reaching  the  house,  we  had  to  beg  permission  to 
remain  all  night,  which  we  were  allowed  to  do.  The  five  miles  straight 
across  seemed  a  good  ten  miles.  The  house  at  which  we  stopped  was  Bear 
Grove.  The  next  day  we  took  a  different  course  and  arrived  at  the  Hop- 
kins bridge  on  the  east  Botna,  from  which  point  we  made  our  way  to  Bow- 
man's Grove.  At  Hopkins  bridge,  we  were  told  that  it  was  twenty-five 
or  thirty  miles  without  a  road,  but  that  a  couple  of  teams  had  started  across 
about  a  month  before,  our  informants  not  knowing  whether  they  got 
through  or  not. 

So,  after  we  had  secured  a  lunch,  we  struck  out  for  Shelby  county,  and 
the  journey  was  so  hard  and  slow  that  we  thought  we  might  have  to  sleep 
out  on  the  prairie  all  night.  The  wagons  that  had  run  over  the  tender 
grass  in  June  had  turned  the  prairie  yellow,  where  the  tracks  were.  Those 
tracks  were  our  guide,  but  we  lost  it  at  one  place,  finding  it  again  later. 
We  had  our  lunch  at  Indian  creek,  and  got  through  to  Bowman's  Grove 
the  same  day.  Glad  boys  we  were  and  tired  too.  That  was  July  10,  1856, 
and  it  was  then  I  met  the  young  lady  whom  I  had  intended  to  marry. 

Here  I  was,  six  hundred  miles  from  my  old  home  in  Indiana,  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  a  railroad,  sixty  miles  from  town  and  forty  miles  from  a 
postoffice.  You  may  know  that  I  seldom  heard  from  my  loved  ones  at  home. 
Our  postoffice  was  on  the  old  stage  road  at  Macedonia.  At  this  time  there 
were  only  eight  families  at  Bowman's  Grove  and  only  about  sixteen  or  sev- 
enteen in  the  east  part  of  the  county.  The  Galland's  Grove  settlement  was 
larger,  having  perhaps  twenty-five  or  thirty  families.  I  can't  tell  exactly. 

The  county  court  was  then  held  at  Manteno  in  Galland's  Grove.    I  re- 


Digitized  by  Google 


148 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


member  that  Peter  Longcor,  of  Bowman's  Grove,  and  I  walked  over  to  Man- 
teno  to  attend  court.  We  counted  it  twenty-five  miles  with  a  house  between 
the  two  groves.  I  bought  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land  one-half  mile  east 
of  Bowman's  Grove  and  seven  acres  of  timber.  Being,  as  I  have  said  before, 
a  carpenter  by  trade.  I  built  a  log  house  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  made  shin- 
gles out  of  native  wood  to  cover  it,  split  laths  to  nail  shingles  on,  split  out 
puncheons  for  a  floor,  made  stools  in  place  of  chairs,  put  a  chimney  made 
of  prairie  sod  in,  to  cook  and  warm  by,  and  also  made  some  bedsteads  out  of 
poles  and  also  cut  sticks  to  put  straw  ticks  on.  I  made  a  table  out  of  walnut 
slabs  and  also  took  a  store  box  and  put  up  on  the  wall  in  place  of  a  cupboard, 
for  the  dishes. 

We  all  felt  happy,  as  we  were  all  on  a  level  and  stood  alxnit  on  an  equal 
line.  I  often  saw  men  go  to  church  barefooted  and  nobody  thought  any- 
thing of  it.  Of  course  there  were  some  things  not  so  pleasant,  as  when  we 
had  to  go  so  far  to  market  and  to  mail.  Most  people  were  obliged  to  go  to 
Council  Bluffs,  which  was  about  fifty-five  miles  distant,  and  some  went  to 
the  Coon  river,  which  was  perhaps  sixty  miles  away.  Our  postoffice,  Mace- 
donia, as  I  said  before,  was  distant  forty  miles.  The  first  time  I  ever  saw 
Council  Bluffs  was  in  the  fall  of  1856,  when  J.  R.  McConnell  and  I  went 
down  the  West  Botna  from  Bowman's  Grove  until  we  got  to  the  stage  road, 
which  we  then  followed  to  Council  Bluffs.  On  the  way  we  came  to  Mace- 
donia and  stopped  and  mailed  some  letters.  Wc  made  the  trip  in  six  days, 
and  did  not  waste  any  extra  time.  It  was  the  only  safe  way  we  could  go.  as 
there  were  no  bridges  across  the  streams. 

The  winter  of  1856  was  a  hard  one.  There  came  a  fearful  blizzard, 
which  lasted  three  days  and  piled  up  the  snow  in  terrible  drifts.  Then  rain 
came,  and  it  froze  as  fast  as  it  fell.  There  was  a  half  inch  of  ice  all  over 
the  snow,  so  no  teams  could  be  taken  out  and  driven.  It  was  then  that  J.  R. 
McConnell,  who  was  very  fond  of  hominy,  said  to  me,  "Let"s  make  a  hom- 
iny mortar,"  as  he  called  it.  "  and  we  will  have  some  hominy."  I  said.  "All 
right."  I  was  then  making  my  home  with  the  family  of  Mr.  McConnell.  so 
we  got  a  dry  oak  log  and  sawed  from  it  a  block,  perhaps  three  feet  long. 
All  round  the  outer  circumference  of  the  log  at  the  end  of  it  we  bored  holes 
coming  obliquely  to  a  point  in  the  center  of  the  log,  then  took  the  center  out. 
burned  the  sides  to  make  it  smooth,  so  when  the  storm  came  we  had  that 
mortar  on  hand.  We  made  a  pestle  of  an  iron  wedge,  which  we  placed  in 
the  end  of  a  split  hickory  stick,  which  we  suspended  vertically  from  the  end 
of  another  hickory  stick,  the  other  end  of  which  was  placed  Mween  the  logs 
in  the  side  of  the  log  cabin,  some  feet  above  the  puncheon  floor.    This  pestle 
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was  worked  up  and  down  by  a  person  who  took  hold  of  the  vertical  hickory 
stick,  the  spring  in  the  other  stick  carrying  the  pestle  back  at  the  end  of  each 
downward  stroke.    The  bowl  or  mortar  was  about  a  foot  deep. 

Everybody's  bread  ran  out,  so  we  went  to  pounding  corn.  We  made 
coarse  hominy  and  also  some  fine  meal.  There  were  sixteen  of  us  in  the 
family,  and  that  was  the  way  we  got  our  living.  Some  parched  the  corn 
and  then  ground  it  in  a  coffee  mill.  Some  had  buckwheat  and  ground  it  in 
coffee  mills. 

They  baked  the  meal  into  Johnny-cake,  as  they  called  it  The  hominy 
was  cooked. 

Thus  we  were  all  in  the  same  boat.  No  one  could  go  to  mill  at  our 
settlement.  We  had  one  cow  giving  milk  and  had  plenty  of  potatoes  and  all 
these  things  furnished  our  living  for  over  two  months.  Everybody  was  well 
and  happy  and  the  supply  of  corn  and  potatoes  was  sufficient. 

One  bright  morning  Mr.  McConnell  looked  out  at  Indian  Grove,  now 
known  as  Correction  Grove.  He  said,  "Let's  go  out  to  that  grove  and  see 
if  we  can't  find  a  deer."  So  four  of  us  started  out  after  breakfast.  We 
had  one  small  rifle  and  two  dogs.  We  took  a  straight  course  of  eight  miles 
and  soon  reached  the  grove,  where  we  found  an  elk  track.  We  soon  jumped 
him  up.  He  was  a  very  large  fellow,  with  a  great  rack  of  horns.  We  could 
walk  on  top  of  the  snow,  but  the  elk  broke  through  the  snow  in  the  timber. 
The  snow  at  that  time  was  more  than  knee  deep.  The  elk  would  start  to 
run,  but  the  dogs  would  stop  him  so  he  could  not  run  very  far.  We  shot  him 
five  times  before  we  got  him  and  he  fell  down  on  the  ice  of  Indian  creek. 
We  skinned  him  with  our  pocket  knives  and  unjointed  his  back,  so  that  we 
had  the  meat  in  two  pieces,  which  we  dragged  down  the  creek  about  fifteen 
rods  where  we  thought  we  could  put  it  up,  so  that  the  wolves  could  not  get 
it,  but  found  that  the  load  was  too  heavy  for  us  to  lift.  We  then  laid  the 
meat  on  the  ice  and  put  the  elk's  hide  over  its  head  and  horns,  and  one  foot. 
We  then  put  gunpowder  over  and  around  the  carcass  to  keep  the  wolves 
and  wildcats  away  and  then  went  home.  The  next  clay  four  of  us  took  a 
one-horse  sled  and  started  to  get  the  elk.  When  we  arrived  we  found  the 
meat  unmolested,  but  where  we  had  skinned  him  everything  was  gone.  We 
all  estimated  that  elk  would  weigh,  dressed,  at  least  four  hundred  pounds. 
I  tell  you  that  meat  looked  good  and  went  well  with  pounded  corn  and  hom- 
iny, as  we  had  no  meat  in  the  house  l>efore.  The  horns  of  the  elk  were  al)out 
three  and  one-half  feet  high  when  stood  on  the  ground.  They  are  now  in 
Goshen.  Indiana,  and  could  not  l>e  bought  for  fifty  dollars. 

I  want  to  tell  you  there  were  some  tired  boys  when  we  got  home  that 
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evening.  We  went  sixteen  miles.  We  brought  back  the  head,  horns  and  one 
front  leg  to  show  how  large  the  elk  was.  We  felt  that  he  was  put  there  for 
ns.  as  we  needed  meat  so  badly. 

There  were  a  good  many  Indians  at  that  time,  who  would  conic  round 
through  the  summer  and  fall  mostly.  There  were  at  that  time  many  wild 
animals,  such  as  elk,  deer,  wolves,  wildcats,  badgers,  coons,  skunks,  weasels, 
a  few  wild  turkeys,  prairie  chickens,  geese,  ducks,  etc. 

I  shot  a  white  crane,  which  when  siretched  out  was  over  four  feet 
tall  and  somewhat  more  than  seven  feet  from  tip  of  one  wing  to  tip  of 
other.  The  meat  was  the  finesl  I  ever  ate.  I  shot  one  wildcat  at  Bowman's 
Grove.  I  also  saw  one  that  Mr.  Met  onnell  shot.  They  are  built  like  a 
cat.  only  larger.  They  are  as  tall  and  as  long  as  a  common  dog,  but  not 
heavy. 

Going  to  Council  Bluffs,  in  the  winter,  was  a  dreaded  task.  Men  of 
the  neighborhood  tried  to  go  together  whenever  a  trip  was  necessary.  1 
remember  at  one  time,  five  of  the  neighborhood  all  had  hogs  killed  the  day 
before  we  started.  The  day  was  fine  and  not  very  cold  until  almut  noon. 
While  we  were  eating  dinner  it  began  to  snow  and  became  colder.  Before  we 
got  to  Beard's  you  could  not  sec  any  distance  at  all.  We  stayed  there  two 
nights  and  one  day  and  the  next  morning  started  out  as  soon  as  we  could. 
We  reached  Council  Bluffs  at  candle-lighting,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles 
from  where  we  had  been  snowed  in  In  those  days  we  did  not  have  fur  coats 
and  there  was  no  such  thing  as  overshoes,  it  was  no  wonder  we  dreaded 
starting  out  on  a  trip  from  Bowman'*  Grove,  which  meant  thirty  miles 
without  seeing  a  house.  In  the  win  (or  when  the  days  were  short,  one 
had  to  "hustle"  to  get  to  Beard's,  which  was  the  first  house  at  which 
we  stopped.  The  praiiie.  during  spring  and  summer,  was  full  of  snakes, 
one  not  knowing  at  what  moment  one  would  conic  in  contact  with 
them.  There  were  rattlesnakes,  vipers,  also  boot  snakes,  blue  racers  and 
other  kinds.  I  was  always  afraid  of  rattlesnakes  and  vipers.  1  never  shot 
but  one  wolf  and  he  was  asleep.  The  neighbors  all  said  "Ma!  ha!"  and 
that  1  could  not  have  got  him  if  he  had  not  been  asleep. 

In  the  spring  of  1857.  Jonathan  Wyland  commenced  building  a  saw- 
mill in  Bowman's  Grove.  Isaac  Plum  had  the  building  of  it  and  I  secured 
work  there,  as  I  was  a  carpenter.  In  the  spring  of  1858  Mr.  Plum  took  the 
work  of  putting  up  a  building  in  what  is  now  North  Harlan,  I  think  in  the 
same  tier  of  blocks  in  which  the  court  house  in  Harlan  now  stands,  the 
building  on  which  I  worked  being  aliout  two  blocks  south  of  the  branch  or 
creek  in  the  extreme  north  part  of  what  is  now  Harlan.    1  can.  therefore. 
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truthfully  say  that  I  helped  build  the  first  house  in  Harlan,  and  that  I  feel 
glad  and  more  proud  of  the  little  city  of  Harlan  and  to  know  that  1  saw  all 
of  that  country  a  wild  prairie  with  wild  animals  living  on  it.  Little  did  I 
think  to  live  to  see  such  a  beautiful  city  here  in  Shelby  county  as  Harlan 
is  at  this  day. 

Often  I  went  as  far  as  ten  miles  to  help  put  in  bridges  so  men  could 
cross,  which  services  were  per  formed  absolutely  free.  There  was  no  one 
to  pay  us  three  dollars  per  day  for  our  work.  It  was  just  volunteer  work, 
and  we  were  glad  to  do  it. 

On  September  12,  1857,  I  was  married  to  Miss  Juliann  McConncll  and 
in  the  spring  of  1858  went  to  Indiana  on  a  visit,  driving  a  team.  In  the  fall 
of  i860  I  moved  back  to  Shelby  county,  so  I  went  the  journey  twice  with  a 
team.  The  first  trip  took  seven  weeks  on  account  of  much  rain  and  high 
water. 

On  August  24,  1865,  my  wife  and  I  were  baptized  in  the  Dunkard 
church  near  Bowman's  Grove,  and  I  became  a  deacon  in  1880,  and  so  remain 
at  this  time.    My  wife  died  August  9,  1807. 

I  have  been  in  twenty-six  different  states  and  have  been  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  coast.  I  have  been  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  have  taken  a 
seat  in  the  President's  mansion  at  Washington.  I  have  always  loved  to 
travel,  but  am  getting  too  old  to  do  much  of  that  now,  as  I  am  in  my  eightieth 
year.  I  am  one  of  the  very  few  first  settlers  of  Shelby  county  yet  alive.  I 
trust  that  my  story  told  in  my  simple  way  will  nevertheless  interest  the  peo- 
ple of  Shelby  county. 

REMINI.sCENCES  OK  IRA  STEVENS,  OF  TENN ANT. 

In  the  fall  of  1869,  D.  K.  Morris  and  myself  attended  the  fair  in  Har- 
lan. The  Moral  hall  exhibit  was  in  a  small  brick  school  house  which  stood 
to  the  northeast  of  what  is  now  the  court  house  square,  and  around  this 
square  on  the  grass  was  the  only  race  course.  The  old  court  house  then 
sto<x1  on  Seventh  street,  facing  cast.  There  was  no  fence  around  the  fair. 
As  nearly  as  I  can  rcmeml>er.  the  next  fair  ground  was  over  on  the  bottom, 
southeast  of  the  present  square. 

As  to  thoroughbred  stock,  there  was  none  when  I  first  came  here  and 
1  do  not  remember  when  it  began  to  be  brought  in.  Mr.  Westropc's  Short- 
horn cattle  were  among  the  first  that  I  remember. 

1  first  came  to  Shelby  county  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  bought  three  eigh- 
ties of  land  in  Lincoln  township,  but  did  not  remain  that  year.    In  the  fall 
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of  1870  I  brought  my  family,  consisting  of  my  wife  and  four-year-old  lx>y, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  John  Human,  building  the  main 
part  of  the  house  which  still  stands  there.  There  were  very  few  in  the  town- 
ship at  that  time,  among  them  being  my  wife's  brother,  Moses  Bishop,  who 
lived  where  L.  Human  now  lives,  and  his  father,  William  Bishop,  also  Jacob 
Bosley  and  M.  K.  Campbell  and  old  Mr.  Currier.  My  nearest  neighbors 
were  in  Shelby  township,  being  old  Mr.  Lawson  and  his  sons,  Ed  and  Nathan, 
Daniel  Pierce  and  Charles  McLaughlin.  We  first  went  to  the  old  Chatbura 
mill  in  Harlan  and  our  nearest  market  was  also  Harlan,  where  we  did  our 
trading  at  a  store  in  North  Harlan,  owned  by  the  Davis  brothers. 

For  several  years  our  nearest  school  was  at  No.  2,  Shelby  township, 
then  No.  9,  Lincoln,  was  built.  In  the  latter  were  held  the  first  religious 
services  by  the  early  pioneer  evangelist,  known  as  old  Father  McGinnis. 
This  appointment  was  later  attached  to  the  Harlan  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

At  that  time  prairie  chickens  and  wolves  were  very  numerous,  and  herds 
of  deer  were  frequently  seen. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  PROF.  A.  B.  WARNER,  OF  KIRKSVILLE,  MO. 

[Professor  Warner,  beginning  with  the  fall  of  1885,  was  for  eleven 
years  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  of  Harlan.  During  that  time  he 
achieved  not  only  a  county-wide  reputation  for  his  learning  and  skill  as  a 
teacher,  but  became  known  all  over  the  West.  During  this  time  he  served 
as  president  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  of  Iowa.  Young  men  and 
women  all  over  Shelby  county,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  West,  are  indebted 
very  greatly  to  Professor  Warner  for  the  high  distinction  which  many  of 
them  have  achieved  in  life.  No  man  in  Shelby  county,  during  his  time, 
wielded  a  like  influence  over  the  schools,  teachers  and  students  of  Shelby 
c<»unty. — Editor.  | 

Having  visited  Harlan  in  the  summer  of  1883,  and  taught  in  the  Shel- 
by county  teachers'  institute  for  a  month  in  1884.  I  moved  to  Harlan  and 
took  charge  as  superintendent  of  city  schools  in  the  fall  of  1885.  For  the 
most  part,  Shelby  county  was  then  a  new  region.  Many  recent  immigrants 
from  Germany  and  the  Scandinavian  countries  had  established  themselves 
in  various  parts  of  the  county,  their  settlements  constituting  colonies.  New 
immigrants  were  coining  cub  year.  Land  was  still  very  cheap,  much  of  it 
unimproved,  and  such  improvements  as  were  to  Ik*  found  were  of  the  sim- 
plest sort.    Outside  of  Harlan  the  towns  in  the  county  were  small  villages 
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of  primitive  type.  At  Harlan  an  old  wooden  court  house  occupied  the  public 
square.  There  were  no  expensive  residences  or  elegant  churches  or  preten- 
tious business  establishments;  there  were  no  electric  lights,  water  works, 
sewers  or  permanent  sidewalks  The  best  building  in  town  was  the  public 
school  building,  a  nearly-new.  nine-room,  three-story,  brick  building,  flimsy 
of  construction,  with  poorly  arranged  and  badly  lighted  rooms.  It  was  the 
pride  of  Harlan,  wholly  unpaid  for,  and  the  chief  municipal  enterprise  yet 
undertaken  by  the  citizens  of  the  county  seat. 

The  people  of  the  county  were  industrious,  hospitable,  religious  anil 
prosperous.  It  is  probable  that  there  was  not  a  full  dress  suit  in  the  county. 
There  were  very  few  college-trained  men  and  women  to  be  found.  Most 
of  the  professional  men  in  active  practice  had  studied  with  some  older  man 
in  an  office  and  been  admitted  to  their  several  professions  by  the  simplest 
and  most  direct  processes  The  State  University  made  some  requirements 
for  admission  to  the  college  of  liberal  arts,  but  almost  illiterate  students  were 
welcomed  in  the  schools  of  law  ami  medicine.  There  was  not  a  well  organ- 
ized high  school  in  the  county  and  never  had  been.  So  far  as  I  now  recall, 
there  were  but  two  students  from  Shelby  county  in  attendance  upon  any 
college.  These  two  young  men,  Chatburn  and  Wicks,  were  at  Ames.  The 
Misses  W viand  and  Jack  were  attending  a  girls'  seminary  in  Minnesota.  A 
few  young  people  had  done  a  little  high  school  work  at  Harlan  and  at  Shel- 
by. Pew  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  had  had  any  professional  training 
save  the  little  that  could  be  obtained  at  the  annual  institutes.  Most  of  them 
were  from  the  rural  schools.  It  was  quite  common  for  school  boards  to 
elect  the  members  of  their  own  families  or  other  young  people  from  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  as  teachers,  without  much  regard  to  scholastic  or 
other  qualifications.  Teachers  were  licensed  by  the  county  superintendent 
upon  his  own  judgment.  The  annual  institute  was  chiefly  a  school  to  coach 
applicants  for  teachers"  licenses,  the  examinations  were  formal  and  inade- 
quate, and  the  certificates  were  given  for  three,  six,  nine,  or  twelve  months. 

Less  than  thirty  years  have  passed  since  that  time,  yet  one  must  re- 
member that  this  is  nearly  a  generation,  measured  in  terms  of  human  life. 
Shelby  county  was  then  just  emerging  from  frontier  conditions,  conditions 
that  had  repeated  themselves  with  slight  variation  in  every  neighborhood 
in  the  L'nitcd  States,  in  the  slow  march  of  civilization  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific.  But  western  Iowa  had  the  railroad  and  the  telegraph  and  the 
daily  paper  to  help  and  to  hasten  its  devolpment.  An  energetic  people,  liv- 
ing in  a  fertile  region,  with  great  markets  not  far  away,  accumulated  wealth 
with  great  rapidity.    Although  the  greedy  railroads  practiced  unfair  Jis- 
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criminations  and  often  took  too  large  a  share  of  tlie  total  product  in  that 
early  day.  the  people  soon  grew  rich.  In  fact,  wealth  -rew  more  rapidly 
than  the  ability  to  use  it  for  the  highest  purposes.  A  single  crop  often 
brought  more  than  the  ground  that  produecd  it  was  worth.  An  immigrant 
could  go  in  debt  for  the  best  farm  in  Shelby  county  in  those  days,  starting 
empty  handed,  and  get  it  paid  for  before  the  smell  of  the  steerage  had  dis- 
appeared from  his  person.  But  little  of  the  wealth  thus  produced  was  turned 
back  into  the  country.  It  was  invested  in  more  land,  sometimes,  and  better 
buildings  and  equipments  began  to  ap)>ear.  and  blooded  stock  became  more 
common :  but  vast  sums  have  gone  from  Shelby  county  to  the  far  West,  or 
North,  or  South  for  investment,  in  all  these  years.  I  like  to  let  my  imag- 
ination dwell  upon  western  Iowa  as  it  would  have  l»een  today  if  all  the  wealth 
produced  by  her  people  during  these  three  decades  had  gone  into  the  country 
itself,  into  internal  improvements,  cities,  homes,  roads,  schools,  libraries, 
comforts,  luxuries:  and  if  her  children,  instead  of  scattering  to  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  earth  for  adventure  and  opportunity,  had  stayed  on  the  prairies 
of  their  native  state.  Would  it  not  lie  a  garden  of  Eden?  Well,  those 
were  the  visions  that  we  had  in  tho«e  da  vs.  We  thought  more  of  posterity 
than  of  our  ancestors.  If  the  present  is  not  quite  so  wonderful  as  we  an- 
ticipated, it  is  because  new  forces,  new  factors,  new-  temptations,  new  oppor- 
tunities, have  dissipated  our  energies  and  scattered  the  seed  we  sowed  over 
a  larger  Meld  than  we  then  dreamed  of.  So  if  one  asks  what  the  men  of 
Shelby  county  accomplished  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  .century  and 
the  early  years  of  the  twentieth,  one  must  needs  lift  his  eyes  and  look  afar 
into  many  states  and  lands  and  there  read  tlie  story  of  splendid  achievement. 
I  wish  that  it  were  more  condensed  so  that  we  might  the  better  comprehend 
it.  but  it  is  more  marvelous  in  its  potential  greatness  as  it  is.  And  the 
greatest  of  the  forces  of  those  years  were  Hie  spiritual  forces  working  upon 
the  minds  and  characters  of  youth,  developing  ideals,  revealing  realities,  en- 
larging visions.  This  is  what  the  simple  schools  and  the  crude  teachers  of 
that  day  were  doing. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  H.  P.  HACK,  OF  FAIRVIl  W  TOWNSHIP. 

[The  facts  in  the  following  interesting  story  of  pioneer  life  in  Shelbv 
county  were  furnished  by  H.  P.  Hack,  of  l  airview  township,  a  former  coun- 
ty treasurer  of  Shelby  county.  The  story  is  in  part  one  published  in  the 
I  (rati  Homestead  at  Des  Moines.  Iowa,  and  is  based  upon  the  recollections 
of  Mr.  Hack  and  also  upon  the  traditions  handed  down  to  him  by  his  par- 
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ents.  One  of  the  pioneer  settlements  of  Shelby  county,  situated  about  two 
miles  south  of  Corley  on  the  east  side  of  the  Nishnabotna  river,  was  known 
as  Hacktown,  and  was  named  for  the  Hack  family,  of  which  H.  P.  Hack 
was  a  member. — Ivditor.] 

It  was  in  1853  thirty  prairie  schooners  left  western  Indiana.  There  was 
a  colony  of  homescekers  looking  for  a  new  dwelling  place  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. A  few  stopped  in  Illinois,  having  wearied  of  the  journey.  Some 
went  on  to  Monroe  county.  Jowa.  The  father  and  mother  and  uncle  of  H. 
P.  Hack  pushed  on  through  the  wilds,  over  the  Indian  trails,  fording  the  un- 
bridged  streams  until  they  reached  the  West  Nishnabotna  river,  near  the 
Pottawattamie  and  Shelby  county  line.  Here  on  a  strip  of  land  which  af- 
forded good  timber  Albert  Hack,  the  father,  pre-empted  a  quarter-section 
of  land  and  the  foundations  were  laid  for  the  present  farm  upon  which  the 
son  lives.  The  senior  Mr.  Hack  erected  the  third  log  house  that  was  built 
on  the  strip  between  the  Nishnabotna  rivers.  The  house  was  finished  No- 
vember 2,  1853,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  palace.  The  land  upon  which  the 
house  was  built  cost  only  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre.  There 
are  many  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  today  who  would  not  sell  for  two 
hundred  dollars  an  acre. 

The  Pottawattamie  Indians  were  frequently  in  this  vicinity  and  often 
camped  four  or  five  hunderd  strong  in  a  big  grove  not  far  from  the  Hack 
homestead. 

In  those  days  farm  living  was  of  the  most  meager  sort.  It  was  forty- 
five  miles  to  Council  Bluffs,  the  closest  store.  Mr.  Hack,  senior,  couldn't 
even  get  a  match  or  candle  any  closer.  To  make  the  trip  by  wagon  took  four 
days,  two  each  way.  and  marketing  in  town  was  done  only  twice  a  year,  once 
in  the  spring  and  again  in  the  fall  to  lay  in  the  winter  supplies  after  disposing 
of  the  nop.  One  year,  1807.  dressed  hogs  were  taken  to  market  and  sold 
for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  hundred.  Wheat  sold  in  Council 
Bluffs  at  thirty-five  cents  a  bushel.  Mr.  Hack  remembers  working  for  some 
days  shelling  corn  by  hand  and  then  hauling  the  corn  to  Council  Bluffs, 
forty-five  miles,  to  be  sold  at  twelve  and  one-half  cents  a  bushef.  He  also 
remembers  one  trip  where  the  farm  crop  of  one  year  was  hauled  to  the  Bluffs 
and  sold  on  the  market  there.  After  paying  for  the  keep  of  their  horses  at 
the  livery  stable  and  for  their  board  at  the  hotel,  the  Hacks  had  fifteen  dol- 
lars left  to  show  for  their  summer's  work  and  purchase  provisions  for  the 
winter. 

In  these  clays  of  plenty  the  young  folks  cannot  understand  the  hardships 
suffered  by  pioneers.    For  seven  years  Mr.  Hack's  father  struggled  against 
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debt  and  bad  weather,  lie  finally  broke  down.  The  nearest  doctor  was 
forty-five  miles  away  and  he  could  only  he  secured  by  advancing  one  hun- 
dred dollars  cash  for  the  trip.  It  was  much  harder  to  get  that  one  hundred 
dollars  before  the  sixties  in  Iowa  than  it  is  now  to  get  two  thousand  with 
which  to  buy  a  new  car  Hack  was  in  debt  because  he  could  get  no  market 
in  which  to  dispose  of  a  crop  if  he  raised  one.  In  the  winter  of  1856,  the 
hardest  winter  Iowa  has  ever  seen,  he  walked  to  C  ouncil  Bluffs  to  get  a  loan 
of  a  small  sum  of  money  to  tide  him  m  er.  For  this  money  he  paid  forty 
per  cent,  interest  lie  was  lue  d.os  making  the  trip.  There  were  110  mads 
and  no  good  trails.  About  every  time  a  man  went  to  Council  Bluffs  he  made 
a  trail  or  road  of  his  own.  The  location  of  mails  was  governed  by  the  |toints 
at  which  the  streams  were  most  easily  forded. 

In  this  same  winter  of  1855-56,  the  Hacks  and  their  neighbors  suffered 
from  the  intense  cold  and  lack  of  food  and  water.  The  snow  came  <>n  deep 
before  the  corn  had  been  gathered  and  their  entire  patch  of  corn  was  cov- 
ered so  that  not  even  the  tops  of  the  stalks  could  be  seen.  It  was  a  case 
of  digging  out  enough  corn  to  eat.  The  deer  running  at  large  in  the  neigh- 
borhood soon  got  wise  to  this  granary  under  the  snow  and  made  away  with 
a  large  part  of  the  crop,  as  practically  e\erything  which  thev  usually  ate  was 
covered  with  snow.  The  snow  was  three  and  one-half  feet  in  depth  on  the 
level  and  in  many  places  drifted  higher  than  a  man  s  head.  Two  women 
named  Overbv.  living  west  of  the  Hacks,  started  out  in  a  storm  one  day 
and  losing  their  way  were  frozen  to  death.  A  fourteen-year-old  lad  who 
was  with  them  managed  to  find  bis  wav  back  to  the  house,  but  his  legs  and 
hands  were  frozen  stiff  when  he  was  found.  During  that  winter  the  Hack 
family  larder  ran  low.  Groceries  gave  out  entirely.  There  was  a  supply 
of  buckwheat  in  the  house,  and  com  was  gathered  by  digging  in  the  snow- 
covered  fields.  Occasionally  Mr.  Hack's  father  bagged  a  deer  and  the 
family  enjoyed  a  feast  of  venison.  For  months  they  had  no  coffee  or  tea. 
They  had  no  ground  meal  in  the  house  and  no  chance  to  get  to  market.  A 
hollow  place  was  dug  out  of  a  lo»  and  used  as  a  mortar  in  which  to  crack 
the  corn  and  grind  it  as  best  they  could  so  that  it  was  fine  enough  to  make 
into  cakes. 

\  good  idea  of  the  rugged  pioneering  can  l>e  secured  by  a  glimpse  back 
at  the  old  school  house  in  which  II.  I\  Hack  got  his  first  smattering  of  edu- 
cation. There  being  a  few  children  growing  tip  in  tin-  neighborhood  it  was 
decided  to  erect  a  school  and  the  settlers  gathered  and  burned  brick  from 
mud.  \  brick  building  was  erected  and  a  teacher  by  the  name  of  Miss 
Randall,  from  Shelby,  hired  to  take  charge  of  the  school.    For  three  years 
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there  was  only  one  book,  an  elementary  speller,  used  in  that  school.  Each 
morning  and  each  afternoon  the  scholars  were  put  to  work  mastering  page 
after  page  of  this  spelling  book.  That  speller  was  the  sole  equipment  furnished 
the  teacher  by  the  school  district.  There  wasn't  a  blackboard,  lead  or  slate 
pencil,  desk,  chair;  no  writing  paper,  no  pen,  no  ink;  in  fact,  nothing  but  the 
speller.  First,  slabs  from  logs  were  taken  and  placed  flat  side  up,  with 
pegs  underneath,  for  school  benches.  The  flat  side  of  the  bench  where  the 
boys  and  girls  sat  proved  to  be  very  rough.  As  there  were  no  planes  and  no 
sandpaper  near  at  hand  in  those  days  it  was  a  problem  to  solve  the  removal 
of  the  splinters.  The  boys  at  last  hit  upon  a  plan.  There  were  many  brick- 
bats left  from  the  building  operation  and  the  benches  were  taken  into  the  yard 
before  school  each  day  and  given  a  thorough  scouring  with  the  brickbats. 
This  soon  reduced  the  rough  timber  to  a  smooth  surface  and  made  it  possible 
for  the  boys  and  girls  to  squirm  about  on  their  seats  without  disastrous  re- 
sults. 

The  teacher,  Miss  Randall,  had  a  Bible  from  which  she  always  read  at 
the  opening  of  school.  There  was  no  one  who  objected  to  the  Bible  in  the 
public  schools  in  those  days.  After  reading  the  morning  scripture  lesson 
Miss  Randall  offered  prayer.  In  these  prayers  she  asked  that  the  boys  and 
girls  in  her  school  might  live  to  see  the  time  when  they  would  have  school 
conveniences,  books,  desks,  pencils  and  modern  equipment  of  a  school-room. 
As  a  student  in  those  early  days  Mr.  Hack  says  that  morning  prayer  made 
a  strong  impression  on  his  mind.  He  resolved  that  if  he  were  ever  able, 
when  a  man,  he  would  do  something  to  make  the  schools  better.  And  that 
boyish  resolve  bore  rich  fruits.  For  thirteen  years  he  served  unselfishly 
on  the  board  of  education  of  his  district  after  he  had  grown  and  established 
a  home  of  his  own.  And  today  he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  country 
school,  remembering  often  the  time  when  he  studied  three  years  with  the 
one  speller  as  his  only  textbook. 

When  the  first  district  school  had  been  established  three  years,  slates 
and  pencils  were  introduced.  Thus  the  small  boy  progressed  into  the  days 
of  the  slate  and  the  red-topped  boot.  One  slate  pencil  was  all  a  boy  was 
allowed  for  a  year.  To  keep  the  pencil  from  wearing  away  too  fast  the 
scholars  used  "keel."  a  sort  of  slate  rock  found  along  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
which  would  make  a  fairly  good  pencil  mark. 

In  the  years  1864  and  1865  the  Hacks  came  into  their  first  real  "wind- 
fall." For  three  years  the  corn  crop  had  been  cribbed.  Cribbing  in  those 
days  consisted  of  a  covering  of  slough  grass.  About  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  bushels  were  accumulated  and  it  was  about  this  time  many  emigrant 
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trains  began  passing  through  the  country  to  tin-  West.  Some  were  bound 
for  Idaho,  others  tor  California,  and  others  to  the  Pacific  Northwest.  One 
morning  as  young  Hack  was  standing  out  in  front  of  the  house  near  the 
trail  he  spied  one  of  these  traitis  coining  over  the  hill.  He  was  stopped  by 
the  emigrants  ami  asked  if  he  would  sell  any  corn.  Replying  affirmatively 
he  was  asked  the  price.  "I  didn't  have  the  slightest  idea  what  corn  was 
worth,  hut  my  nerve  was  up  pretty  high  that  day  and  I  said  fifty  cents  a 
bushel."  says  Mr.  Hack.  •'Well,  they  took  some  corn  at  fifty  cents  and  I 
tell  you  we  were  all  pleased  and  excited  over  that  money.  (Only  a  few  days 
later  another  train  came  through.  1  asked  these  men  one  dollar  a  bushel  for 
the  corn  and  they  seemed  very  willing  to  pay  it.  Re  fore  the  winter  rolled 
around  we  had  sold  the  entire  one  thousand  eight  hundred  bushels  of  corn 
at  one  dollar  a  bushel  and  that  was  the  first  real  money  in  any  considerable 
amount  that  we  ever  had  on  the  place.  We  had  no  bushel  measure  on  trie 
farm  and  simply  called  a  sackful  a  bushel.  Any  man  who  came  along  with 
a  grain  sack  was  charged  for  a  bushel  w  hen  he  had  rilled  his  sack." 

When  the  Hacks  first  moved  to  Shelby  county  their  equipment  of  farm- 
ing implements  consisted  only  of  a  cast-iron  moldboard  single-shovel  plow 
and  an  old  harrow  with  wooden  teeth.  As  a  voting  man.  II.  I'.  Hack  often 
lured  out  at  twenty-rive  cents  a  day  to  break  prairie  sod.  And  a  day  in  those 
times  began  when  the  stars  were  twinkling  in  the  morning  and  closed  when 
they  again  appeared  in  the  heavens  at  night.  Young  Hack  wore  sandals 
and  had  trouble  with  the  heavy  prairie  grass  cutting  his  feet.  To  avoid 
lacerating  his  feet  he  had  to  wrap  them  and  tied  on  the  wrappings  with 
grass.  String  in  those  days  was  seldom  seen,  and  when  a  string  did  come 
to  the  house  on  a  package  from  the  store,  it  was  saved  as  an  object  of  great 
\alue. 

C  lothing  for  the  Hack  family  in  the  early  days  was  made  by  the  mother 
with  an  old-fashioned  loom.  The  bovs  got  a  suit  once  in  two  years  of  wool 
cloth  and  were  provided  with  cheap  flax  cloth  for  working  clothes.  Some 
time  after  i860  the  old-fashioned  blue  denim  came  into  general  use  and  the 
working  clothes  were  made  of  it. 

banners  of  Shelby  county  and  western  Pottawattamie  did  not  have  a 
market  for  their  stuff  until  iS(x,  and  1S70  when  the  Rock  Island  railroad 
was  completed.  Mr.  Hack  had  advised  his  mother  that  he  intended  to  quit 
farming.  "What's  the  use  of  working  all  summer  to  raise  crops  when  there 
is  no  place  to  sell  them'"'*  was  his  reason.  He  insisted  they  move  back  into 
a  country  where  there  was  a  market.  Hut  early  in  1870  he  made  a  trip  to 
Avoca.     lie  returned  with  a  new  idea  of  life,    ile  had  learned  that  he  could 
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take  in  any  amount  to  market  and  get  cash  for  it  on  delivery.  He  took  a 
load  of  corn  to  Avoca  and  sold  it  for  thirty-live  cents  a  bushel  and  was  back 
at  work  on  the  farm  in  half  a  day.  "If  that  system  can  be  kept  up,"  he 
told  his  mother,  "I'll  stay  on  the  farm." 

Ever  since  the  railroad  came  the  farmers  have  had  a  market.  Mr. 
Hack  says  the  real  days  of  prosperity  came  with  the  railroad  and  that  profit- 
able farming  since  that  time  has  been  merely  a  case  of  working  and  attend- 
ing to  business. 

rkminiscf:.vci-:s  or  now  a.  g.  wolfen  ft  auger. 

(Hon.  A.  (i.  Wolfenbarger  is  now  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  He  has  1>een  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the 
national  Prohibition  party,  chairman  of  one  of  its  national  conventions,  one 
of  its  most  eloquent  campaigners,  and  highly  honored  by  it.  In  writing  to 
this  author,  he  says,  referring  to  his  sketch:  "I  mean  every  word  1  say 
when  I  instruct  you  to  use  the  enclosed  contribution  as  sparingly,  or  not  at 
all.  as  may  suit  your  pur]M>se.  It  is  not  what  I  would  like  to  have  written,  for 
I  would  like  to  mention  some  of  the  old  landmarks  among  the  great  and  good 
men  I  met  and  who  were  so  kind  to  me  when  I  was  a  struggling  young  man 
in  that  community.  They  treated  me  as  a  prince;  1  honor  and  revere  their 
memory  as  though  they  were  of  my  own  flesh  and  blood." — Kditor.] 

In  the.  midst  of  wheat  harvest  in  1876.  with  fifteen  cents  in  my  pocket 
as  my  sole  |M»ssessions.  T  walked  from  Shelby.  Iowa,  to  the  farm  of  Mc- 
Laughlin, four  miles  north  of  that  village,  and  climbed  into  the  harvest  field 
and  began  binding  wheat,  without  any  authority  from  the  farmer  or  any  of 
his  help,  but  because  I  was  determined  not  to  spend  that  last  fifteen  cents, 
which  at  that  time  looked  good  to  me.  although  I  was  hungry  and  had 
missed  one  meal.  I  had  been  a  tramp  for  about  an  hour.  The  owner  of  the 
Held,  whom  I  shall  never  forget,  took  a  fancy  to  my  athletic  build  and  gave 
sue  full  credit  for  what  I  had  done  till  the  first  meal,  and  continued  to  look 
with  favor  on  my  labors  for  just  one  month,  when  he  handed  me  a  twenty- 
dollar  gold  piece  and.  with  all  my  accumulated  property  of  the  month  tied 
up  in  a  bandanna  handkerchief.  I  started  on  a  twelve-mile  walk  across  the 
waving  prairie  to  Harlan,  which  was  then  a  thriving  little  village  and  fully 
as  popular  to  the  sparsely  settled  county  as  it  is  now,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  population. 

T  had  come  west  from  Lee  county.  Iowa,  with  a  second-grade  teacher's 
certificate  in  my  pocket,  which  had  been  recognized  by  (hies  C.  Miller,  su|kt- 
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intendcnt  of  Guthrie  county,  who  gave  me  another  just  as  good  that  I 
might  teach  a  summer  term  in  that  county  the  previous  year.  These  two 
second  grades  looked  bigger  to  me  at  that  time  than  the  Magna  Charta 
must  have  api>earecl  to  the  twenty-three  barons  at  Runnyinede  or  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  did  to  Franklin  and  old  John  Hancock.  But  they  were 
discarded  meal  tickets  compared  to  the  magnificent  first-grade  certificate  that 
was  handed  to  me  at  the  close  of  the  teachers*  institute  in  Harlan  a  little  over 
two  weeks  later  by  Superintendent  Aaron  Mnckman. 

From  1876  to  iS<So  1  taught  school  in  (  lay  and  Jackson  townships, 
with  one  term  in  Mills  county  near  (ilemvnod  and  one  summer  term  in  York- 
county.  Xebrask:1  My  last  school  was  in  Jackson  township,  and  when  I  left 
that  community  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  United  States  could  have  beaten 
me  for  President.  It  was  one  of  those  country  homes  the  pictures  of  which 
can  never  Ik*  blotted  from  memory.  My  hoarding  place  was  with  George 
McQueen,  who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  business  man.  and  a  critic  whose  chastisement  always  did 
me  good.  He  was  helpful  in  encouraging  me  to  elevate  and  broaden  my 
ambitions.  One  of  the  most  studious  winters  of  my  life  was  in  his  home 
when  I  had  the  erroneous  impression  that  T  might  liecome  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  My  preceptor  was  Dr.  J.  C.  Dunlavy.  of  Harlan,  but  my  financial 
resources  were  insufficient  to  enable  me  to  take  the  lectures  in  a  distatU 
medical  college,  and  I  fell  into  journalism,  where  I  stirred  up  enough  trouble 
to  earn  my  bread  for  seven  years,  after  which  I  entered  the  law  as  my  final 
profession. 

Looking  back  for  bright  spots,  the  Country  Lyceum,  with  those  lurid 
debates,  and  the  quaint  dramatic  stunts  of  the  farmers  and  their  sons,  fre- 
quently arrayed  on  opposite  sides  of  the  question,  and  about  as  often  assigned 
to  the  side  of  the  question  in  which  they  did  not  l>elieve.  loom  up  with  lively 
interest.  Hut  the  spelling  school,  where  two  or  more  school  districts  took 
part  in  verbal  selling  contests,  with  the  teacher  of  the  district  always  thrown 
in.  sometimes  as  a  handicap,  and  others  as  the  only  salvation  for  his  school, 
held  the  center  of  the  stage  against  all  other  favorites.  In  that  age,  which 
now  seems  centuries  in  the  past,  ilie  ln>b-sled.  with  its  crowded  load  of  happy 
human  freight,  flying  over  the  snowy  roads  in  the  crisp  night  air.  while  the 
songs  of  the  lads  and  lasses  who  loved  them  best  echoed  along  the  highways 
as  they  passed,  or  other  less  convenient  but  none  the  less  happy  parties  hud- 
dled in  straw-carpeted  wagon  beds  on  the  heavy  farm  wagons,  all  vied  to 
make  that  country  worth  living  in.  and  it  surely  was. 

You  need  not  tell  me  that  the  educational  system  of  that  day  was  crude. 
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wasteful,  extravagant  or  useless  compared  to  the  present  high,  stilted,  scien- 
tifically adjusted  curriculums  of  college  and  graded  schools.  That  was  a 
wonderful  day  and  period  in  the  educational  development  of  the  United 
States ;  for  be  it  remembered  that  Clay  and  Jackson  townships,  and,  for  that 
matter,  all  those  wonderful  prairie  counties  of  western  Iowa  were  the  fore- 
runners and  foundation  stones  of  the  best  we  have  in  educational,  social 
and  political  life  today. 

At  the  teachers'  institute,  above  referred  to  I  met  my  future  wife,  then 
a  bright  young  school-ma'am.  Miss  Capitola  Williams.  We  were  married 
about  four  years  later  and  are  still  journeying  together. 

Before  I  close  this  jack-rabbit  sketch  for  it  is  written  as  I  run,  let  me 
say  that  I  had  the  honor  to  serve  Shelby  county  for  a  time  as  deputy  recorder 
under  Finley  E.  Benson,  and  unless  the  records  have  been  destroyed  by  some 
calamity,  a  hand-writing  expert  might  still  read  some  of  the  deeds  and 
mortgages  which  I  spread  upon  those  records,  when  I  was  very  proud  to 
earn  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day. 

Another  thing  the  passing  of  which  marks  the  relentless  and  cruel  foot- 
steps of  civilization  in  its  war  on  the  natural  world,  is  this :  in  those  early 
days  the  "boom-boom !"  of  uncounted  hundreds  of  thousands  of  wild  prairie 
chickens  could  be  heard  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  from  August  until 
March  the  hunters  killed  them  without  hindrance  or  protest,  for  domestic 
food  and  for  market,  but  they  are  a  rare  bird  now.  Far  in  western  Nebraska 
a  few  choice  flocks  may  yet  be  found,  but  that  most  beautiful  bird,  except 
the  quail,  among  all  the  food  fowls  of  the  West,  is  disappearing  even  more 
rapidly  than  the  American  Indian. 

Pioneers  and  old  settlers  of  Shelby  county,  greeting!  Hail  and  fare- 
well. You  have  done  your  part  in  contributing  your  share  toward  the 
improvement  and  establishment  of  a  mighty  empire,  not  in  a  military  sense 
nor  in  the  sense  of  kingly  sovereignty,  but  an  empire  of  wealth,  which  means 
property,  patriotism,  lofty  ideals,  far-reaching  intelligence  and  enduring 
virtue. 

REMINISCENCES  OF  HON.  G.  SMITH  STANTON. 

One  of  the  ablest  and  most  entertaining  writers  on  topics  of  early  pioneer 
exjjeriences  in  Shelby  and  Harrison  counties,  is  Hon.  G.  Smith  Stantion,  now 
a  well  known  attorney  of  New  York  City.  In  the  early  sixties,  shortly  after 
his  graduation  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School.  Mr.  Stanton  started 
for  western  Iowa,  where,  on  account  of  his  health,  he  had  decided  to  start  a 
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stock  ranch  on  a  large  tract  of  land  left  him  in  Harrison  county  by  the  will 
of  his  grandfather.  Judge  Daniel  Cady.  This  tract  of  l*n  1  was  in  the  valley 
of  the  Pigeon  river,  twenty  miles  from  Woodbine  and  a  few  milts  from 
Portsmouth,  Iowa,  from  which  point  Mr.  Stanton  later  shipped  cattle. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Stanton,  who  has  written  a  very  entertaining 
volume  entitled,  "When  the  Wildwood  Was  in  Flower,*'  descriptive  of  his 
fifteen  years'  experience  on  this  western  ranch,  the  author  of  this  history  is 
enabled  to  give  the  readers  thereof  some  interesting  excerpts  touching  early 
flays  in  Shelby  county. 

In  a  very  kindly  letter  to  this  author,  he  says:  "Your  letter  of  the 
1 8th  received  and  was  dated  the  day  I  entered  my  seventieth  year.  *  *  * 
Shelby  county  seems  as  dear  to  me  as  old  Harrison,  as  mv  farm,  being  only 
two  miles  from  the  Shelby  county  line  and  as  there  was  nobody  except  Mr. 
Bosley  between  my  place  and  Harlan,  my  stock  ranged  in  that  direction  and 
1  have  ridden  over  every  foot  of  the  country  from  my  place  to  Harlan  and  be- 
yond. When  I  first  saw  Harlan  a  few  wooden  buildings  composed  it.  I 
hope,  before  I  pass  in  my  checks,  1  may  see  the  old  farm  on  the  Pigeon  once 
more,  as  there  Mrs.  Stanton  and  I  passed  our  early  married  life." 

Several  pages  of  this  book  deal  with  incidents  in  the  life  of  V\ .  B. 
Cuppy,  a  very  early  pioneer  resident  of  Cllppy's  drove,  who  was  then  famil- 
iarly known  as  "Hill*"  Cuppy.  It  appears  that  during  the  war  Cuppy  had 
been  dratted  and  liyron  C.  Adams,  of  Harrison  county,  letter  known  to 
shippers  of  live  stock  to  Chicago  as  "By'  Adams,  had  been  appointed  a 
deputy  provost  marshal  f<  r  the  purpose  of  rounding  up  drafted  men  includ- 
ing Cuppy.  It  appears  that  Cuppy  got  awav  fn.m  "By"  Adams  and  thereby 
hangs  this  tale  uuoted  from  Mr.  Stanton's  book  at  page  26.  This  was  the 
story  that  Cuppy  told  Mr.  Stanton  upon  his  return  from  Missouri  whither  he 
had  gone: 

"Before  Adams  started  for  Cuppy,  friends  told  'By1  he  would  never 
bring  Cuppy  back,  and  that  he  should  be  mighty  careful  not  to  let  Cuppv  get 
the  drop  on  him,  for  Bill  was  a  bad  man.  The  story  Bill  told  me  w  is  as 
follows:  fie  knew  he  had  been  drafted  and  was  expecting  'By*  am  day. 
It  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year  and  Cuppy  had  a  coin  field  be  was  tryii  g  to 
husk  out.  He  expected  to  take  a  little  trip  thereafter,  and  was  hoping  that 
'By'  would  not  show  up  until  the  work  was  dune  and  he  had  gotten  avay. 
One  afternoon  while  Cuppy  was  working  might  and  main  ripping  husks  and 
throwing  com  against  the  extra  sideboard,  he  saw  the  smiling  countenance 
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of  the  deputy  provost  marshal  coming  down  between  two  rows  of  corn.  The 
two  men  were  acquainted,  so  the  greeting  was  mutual. 

"Cuppy  explained  the  situation  to  'By,'  stating  that  he  was  perfectly 
willing  to  go  back  with  him,  iKit  he  was  awfully  anxious  to  get  that  field  of 
corn  in  the  crib  and  that  it  would  take  only  another  day's  work.  From  what 
they  told  'By'  about  Cuppy,  the  deputy  provost  marshal  concluded  that  was 
an  easy  way  out  of  it.  For  company's  sake  and  to  help  matters  along,  'By' 
who  was  a  good  corn  busker,  took  one  row  and  Cuppy  another.  The  next 
morning  'By'  was  up  bright  and  early  ready  to  finish  the  job  and  start  with 
his  prisoner  for  Council  Bluffs.  The  afternoon  was  nearly  gone  as  the  last 
ear  of  corn  was  shoveled  into  the  crib.  'By'  agreed  with  a  suggestion  of 
Cuppy "s,  that  they  had  better  not  start  over  the  dreary  waste  between  the 
Xishnabotna  and  Boyer  rivers  at  that  time  of  day.  'By'  and  Cuppy  played 
cards  until  about  midnight.  As  'By'  came  down  to  breakfast  the  next  morn- 
ing, instead  of  meeting  Cuppy.  he  found  the  following  note  at  his  plate: 

"  'By,'  when  we  meet  again,  I  shall  insist  on  paying  you  for  helping 
me  husk  out  that  field  of  corn.    In  haste, 

44  'Bill.' 

"It  seems  that  while  the  deputy  provost  marshal  was  sweetly  snoring 
the  night  away,  Cuppy  was  behind  his  best  span  of  horses  heading  for  Mis- 
souri to  make  an  old  friend  a  long  visit. 

44  'By's'  story  of  the  event  didn't  agree  with  Cuppy's,  and  I  always 
thought  that  Cuppy's  version  of  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest  was  told  as 
a  joke  on  the  deputy  provost  marshal,  as  Bill  Cuppy  never  ran  away  from 
anything,  but  there  seemed  to  1>e  enough  in  it  to  silence  'By'  when  he  opened 
up  the  Jeddo  City  story."  (A  joke  on  Mr.  Stanton  which  Adams  was  very 
fond  of  telling.) 

I  also  quote  from  page  32  of  "When  the  Wildwood  Was  in  Mower": 
"Before  the  days  of  the  railroads  the  mail  was  carried  across  Iowa  by 
relays.  A  relay  was  from  one  county  scat  to  that  of  an  adjoining  one.  The 
mail  route  between  Harlan  in  Shelby  county  and  Magnolia  in  Harrison 
count),  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  passed  through  my  land.  I  was  a  little  out 
of  the  direct  line,  but  on  account  of  a  shallow  ford  across  the  Pigeon  river, 
which  ran  through  my  place,  the  mail  route  made  a  slight  detour.  My  place 
was  about  half  way  Inrtween  Harlan  and  Magnolia,  and  the  mail-carriers 
generally  stopped  with  me  for  dinner,  and  I  was  glad  they  did,  as  they 
brought  'the  latest  news  from  the  front.'  The  mail-carrier's  outfit  consisted 
of  a  horse  and  a  buckboard.    They  generally  carried  a  half  d07.cn  pouches. 
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Everybody  in  those  days  went  armed,  as  bands  of  Indians  occasionally 
circled  around,  and  horse  and  cattle  thieves  were  on  the  lookout  to  catch 
you  napping.    Colt's  revolvers  wer*»  the  means  of  defense. 

"One  day  when  the  carrier  was  due  from  the  East,  I  was  out  with  some 
of  the  hoys  in  search  of  a  couple  of  two-year-olds  we  hadn't  seen  with 
the  herd  for  several  days.  We  were  leisurely  loping  along,  when  off  to  the 
east  on  a  divide  about  a  mile  away  we  saw  the  mail-carrier  with  his  horse 
on  the  jump  followed  by  a  pack  of  wolves.  We  saw  him  throw  something 
overboard,  which  stopped  the  pack  for  a  minute  or  two.  It  was  a  mail  bag 
We  started  in  full  gallop  for  the  ford,  and  as  we  came  tip  the  bank  we  saw 
the  mail-carrier  coming  at  breakneck  speed  down  a  long  hollow  leading 
to  the  ford,  with  the  pack  at  his  heels.  It  was  lucky  for  him  that  his  horse 
had  good  wind  and  was  sure-footed,  or  it  might  have  been  a  case  tor  the 
coroner,  although  1  believe  it  the  fellow  had  stood  his  ground  he  might  have 
scared  them  off.  Where  he  made  a  mistake  was  thai  all  he  carried  as  a 
means  of  defense  was  an  old  horse-pistol.  We  tired  Otir  revolvers  as  we  rode 
up  the  hollow,  hoping  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  wolves,  which  it  seemed 
we  did,  for  they  slackened  their  pace  and  as  we  came  up  thev  slunk  away. 

"The  horse  was  all  foam  and  the  carrier  as  white  as  a  sheet.  I  helped 
him  to  the  ranch,  sending  the  boys  back  on  the  trail  to  gather  up  the  scattered 
mail.  T  hat  night  the  carrier  told  us  he  wouldn't  cross  that  prairie  again  for 
the  proceeds  of  all  the  star  routes  in  the  state.  And,  sure  enough,  that  was 
his  last  trip.  1  didn't  blame  him.  as  it  was  a  lonely  twenty-five  miles,  with- 
out a  habitation.  He  must  have  told  the  man  who  took  his  job  of  his  experi- 
ence, for  when  the  new  mail-carrier  arrived  his  outfit  looked  like  a  battle- 
ship. He  had  guns  and  ammunition  enough  to  kill  all  the  wolves  in  the 
state. 

"The  fellow  the  wolves  took  after  told  us  the  only  thing  that  saved  his 
life  was  that  al>out  a  mile  back  from  where  we  saw  him  he  shot  one  of  the 
wolves  and  the  pack  stopped  to  eat  it  up." 

A  very  interesting  bit  of  information,  which  Mr.  Stanton  gives  in  his 
work,  is  that  of  one  of  his  neighbors,  named  Braden,  whose  sole  occupation 
was  the  raising  of  circus  horses.    He  says,  at  page  47  of  the  said  work : 

"  The  handsome  and  peculiar  marked  horses  of  the  circuses  today  trace 
their  blood  to  the  Braden  breed  of  horses  that  roamed  in  the  sixties  over  the 
prairies  of  Harrison  and  Shelby  counties.  Iowa.  Agents  from  the  great 
circuses  constantly  visited  Braden  to  supply  their  shows  with  fancy  colored 
stock.  Stallions,  brood  mares  and  c«»lts  roamed  at  will  over  that  vast  ex- 
panse.   None  of  them  was  even  halter-broken.    They  were  really  a  band  of 
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w  ild  horses.  Braden  always  kept  a  supply  of  rock  salt  near  his  ranch  which 
brought  the  herd  around  at  stated  intervals.  It  was  a  ho|>eless  task  hunting 
for  the  herd,  and  prospective  buyers  would  stop  with  Braden  in  his  hut  until 
the  herd  made  its  accustomed  round.  All  the  settlers  raised  horses,  and  for 
the  lack  of  yards  they  were  turned  loose  to  roam  with  the  Braden  gang. 
They  stuck  together,  for  horses,  like  individuals,  soon  learn  that  numl>eis 
are  the  source  of  protection.  One  of  the  peculiarities  of  a  horse  is  that  night 
is  the  time  he  roams;  what  little  rest  he  takes  is  in  the  day.  One  of  the 
grandest  sights  I  ever  saw  was  on  a  moonlight  night  as  the  Braden  gang  of 
horses  on  the  run  passed  up  the  valley  of  the  Pigeon.  As  the  moon  shone  on 
the  variegated  colors  they  looked  like  the  charge  of  some  ghostly  cavalry. 

"The  Braden  gang  of  horses  were  constantly  being  diminished  by  the 
horse  thief,  but  a  fight  that  took  place  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Pigeon  in 
the  summer  of  1869  in  a  measure  blue-penciled  that  occupation.  While  I 
was  entertaining  at  dinner  old  Braden  and  one  William  Cuppy,  mentioned 
aforesaid,  the  mail-carrier  from  the  East  came  in  and  reported  seeing  some 
horse  thieves  running  the  Braden  gang.  When  he  saw  the  herd  it  was 
crossing  the  Mosquito  river  and  heading  west  pursued  by  the  horse  thieves. 
Braden  proposed  to  intercept  them.  He  calculated  that  the  herd  would  head 
for  home  and  cross  the  Pigeon  at  its  headwaters.  As  both  Cuppy  and  myself 
had  horses  running  with  the  Braden  gang,  we  readily  accepted  the  proposition. 
With  two  of  my  helpers,  Braden,  Cuppy  and  myself  started  on  horseback 
up  the  valley  of  the  Pigeon.  We  were  all  armed  with  Colt's  revolvers.  As 
we  came  in  sight  of  Hall  s  Grove,  which  is  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Pigeon, 
we  saw  the  herd  heading  southwest  towards  the  Braden  corral.  A  little  curl 
of  smoke  was  seen  ascending  from  the  grove.  We  surmised  that  the  horse 
thieves  had  stopped  for  something  to  eat.  As  we  started  down  the  hollow 
which  led  to  the  grove,  we  could  see  some  of  Braden's  horses  straining  at 
the  end  of  lariats.  Braden  was  a  man  of  powerful  physique,  !>eing  over  six 
feet  tall,  built  in  proportion  and  fearing  nothing.  The  sight  fired  the  old 
nan  to  fury.  With  a  revolver  in  each  hand  and  his  horse  on  the  jump, 
down  the  incline  toward  the  grove  old  Braden  went.  Cuppy.  the  helpers  and 
myself  followed.  All  but  Braden  dismounted  and  fought  the  horse  thieves 
from  behind  horses  and  trees,  but  the  old  man  stayed  in  the  saddle.  About 
all  we  could  see  of  him  was  his  bald  head  dodging  around  amongst  the  brush. 
With  such  a  target,  how  he  ever  escaped  with  his  life  has  always  been  a  mys- 
tery to  me.  When  the  'smoke  of  battle'  cleared  away,  two  of  the  horse 
thieves  lay  dead  on  the  ground,  the  others  escaping  over  the  prairie.  Braden 
was  shot  twice  and  also  one  of  the  helpers,  all  flesh  wounds.    The  uninjured 
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helper  was  up  in  'first  aid  to  the  injured.'  and  he  bound  up  Hraden  and  the 
other  helper's  wounds,  and  we  headed  for  Doctor  Cole's  home,  in  the  Boyer 
valley,  twenty-five  miles  away.  The  fight  at  Hall's  (irove  was  passed  along 
the  line,  and  from  that  time  on  horse  thieves  gave  the  Braden  gang  of  horses 
a  clear  course.  As  settlers  poured  in  and  spools  of  bai  !>ed  wire  were  unwound 
along  the  section  lines  cutting  oft  the  range,  the  old  man  saw  his  occupation 
gone  and  retired  to  his  hut  to  die,  and  the  'Brad en  gang  of  horses'  became  a 
memory." 

REMINISCENCES  OF  LEWIS  SIIORETT,  OF  SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON.  FORMERLY  OF 
WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP    SIIELRY  COUNTY.  IOWA. 

|  Mr.  Shorett  was  for  more  than  thirty  years  one  of  the  prominent  resi- 
dents of  Shelby  county.  He  was  prominent  in  the  work  and  councils  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Shelby  county,  and  for  some  years  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  the  county.  He  also  bought  grain  and  stock  at 
Lading  for  many  years.— Editor.  ] 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  September  15,  1914.  will  say  that  I  came  to 
Washington  township  in  1X7J.  and  (ieorge  Crandall,  Will  Crandall,  Al 
Crandall  and  six  other  Crandall  families,  Harvey  Smith.  Joseph  Thoni|>- 
son,  John  Holiday,  Dave  Collin...  J.  Wade,  William  Owens  and  Joseph 
Tarkington,  were  the  only  residents  of  Washington  township.  Our  market 
and  postoffice  was  at  Dunlap.  eighteen  miles  distant.  Later  on  Harlan 
became  the  market  and  postoffice. 

The  Harlan-Magnolia  road  ran  about  a  half  mile  south  of  the  south 
line  of  W  ashington  township.  I  tried  blue  grass  and  it  did  well  George 
Crandall,  Newt  Round)-  and  myself  were.  I  believe,  the  first  to  l)egin  to 
raise  good  hogs  and  good  cattle.  In  1874  Washington  township  was  visited 
by  one  of  the  worst  hail  storms  known  to  the  country,  and  it  took  the  entire 
crop. 

The  first  settlers  in  Washington  township  were  Joseph  Tarkington, 
Harvey  Smith,  All)ert  Crandall  and  Oronder  Crandall.  I  lived  on  the  land 
which  I  afterwards  bought  two  years  before  buying  the  same.  It  was  on 
the  Mosquito  bottom  and  was  a  very  difficult  proposition  to  get  into  crop, 
for  the  reason  that  grass  would  grow  on  this  land  as  high  as  a  man's  head. 
In  those  days  Joe  Thompson  was  the  only  man  who  had  a  good  house.  The 
rest  of  us  had  one-room  houses.  Land  was  very  cheap,  bringing  six  dollars 
to  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  no  one  had  any  money  to  buy  any  great  amount 
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of  it.  Corn  was  fifteen  to  eighteen  cents  a  bushel  and  we  had  to  haul  it 
eighteen  miles.   Our  horses  were  small  and  we  only  had  one  team  apiece. 

For  a  number  of  years  there  was  only  one  school  house  in  the  township, 
called  the  Crandall  school  house.  Everybody  was  acquainted  with  every- 
body else  and  exchanged  work,  although  they  had  to  go  sometimes  five 
miles  to  get  help  to  do  the  threshing. 

REMINISCENCES   OF    MRS.    CHRISTIAN  GOODYEAR. 

[Mrs.  Goodyear,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  W viand,  came  to  Shelby 
county  with  her  husband  in  i860.  A  very  bright  and  entertaining  lady,  she 
recalls  very  vividly  some  of  the  severe  hardships  and  experiences  of  pioneer 
days  in  Shelby  county,  as  well  as  some  of  the  happier  and  more  fortunate 
events  that  helped  to  brighten  the  arduous  and  isolated  life  of  that  time. 
Mrs.  Goodyear  now  resides  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. — Editor.] 

My  husband  and  I  came  to  Shelby  county  from  Kansas  in  i860.  About 
two  years  after  we  came  here  I  bought,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
a  Singer  sewing  machine  and  also  five  dollars'  worth  of  thread,  since  it  was 
necessary  in  those  days  to  lay  in  a  liberal  supply,  for  trips  to  market  were 
few  and  far  between.  I  received  word  that  my  sewing  machine  had  arrived 
at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  which  was  then  the  western  terminus  of  the  railroad.  I 
began  to  plan  how  I  was  to  get  possession  of  that  machine.  My  brother.  T. 
J.  Wyland.  had  an  Indian  pony  which  was  very  tricky  and  had  thrown  nmst 
men  and  all  of  the  women  of  the  neighborhood  who  had  attempted  to  ride  it. 
My  brother  "Jeff"  was  the  person  who  knew  exactly  how  to  manage  that 
pony.  I  determined,  however,  to  learn  from  him  the  secret  of  how  to  manage 
the  animal,  as  I  had  heard  that  there  was  a  family  at  Wood's  Grove  north 
of  Kirkman  who  intended  to  make  an  overland  trip  to  Grinnell  where  they 
had  some  household  goods  which  they  wished  to  secure.  My  brother  con- 
sented to  let  me  have  the  pony  for  a  cross-country  ride,  which  was  over 
Open  prairie,  a  distance  of  probably  ten  miles.  He  told  me  that  when  the 
pony  pretended  to  be  tired  and  attempted  to  lower  his  head  I  must  hold 
his  head  up  by  means  of  the  rein  and  must  tie  it  to  the  saddle  horn,  it  neces- 
sary. Sure  enough,  away  out  on  the  prairie  the  pony  pretended  great  fatigue. 
I.  however,  held  his  head  up  and  put  the  whip  to  him  and  was  successful  in 
getting  him  over  his  fatigue.  The  journey  then  through  Wood's  Grove 
to  Grinnell  ran  by  way  of  Bowman's  Grove  and  Kxira  into  Audubon  county 
and  thence  east. 

I  finally  received  my  sewing  machine  and  for  a  number  of  years  I  am 
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sure  this  was  the  only  sewing  machine  in  Shelby  county.  It  did  a  great 
deal  of  sewing  for  people  widely  scattered.  For  instance,  men  in  the  neigh- 
borhood unable,  of  course,  to  pay  for  overcoats  made  by  tailors,  were  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  Council  BlufTs,  employing  a  tailor  there  to  cut  out  the 
cloth  for  overcoats  and  then  bringing  the  pieces  home  for  me  to  sew  together 
on  the  machine. 

In  the  sixties  nearly  every  farmer  had  a  few  sheep.  The  wool  was 
taken  first  to  Red  Oak  where  there  were  woolen  mills.  I  rememl>er  that 
my  father.  Jonathan  Wvland,  brought  a  number  of  sheep  from  Canada,  of 
the  large  Leicester  breed.  They  were  brought  on  the  railroad  to  Grinnell 
and  driven  across  from  Grinnell  to  Shclbv  county. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  coming  with  my  father  in  1851)  was  Henry 
Snyder,  who  settled  in  what  was  afterward  called  "Tow-Head*'  Grove.  There 
were  four  men  who  came  about  this  time:  Mr.  Snyder,  just  mentioned,  my 
cousin,  my  father,  Jonathan  Wvland.  and  my  eldest  brother.  In  1857  Wash- 
ington Wyland  came  John  C.  Harris,  father  of  C.  J.  Harris,  came  about 
1865  and  Kli  Jarvis  came  during  the  war.  My  husband  and  I  had  gone  by 
wav  of  Ouincv,  Illinois,  across  Missouri  to  Kansas  in  the  late  fifties.  This 
was  the  time  of  the  great  excitement  with  reference  to  slavery  and  many 
of  the  Missourians  regarded  ns  with  suspicion  and  distrust  as  they  thought 
we  were  going  to  Kansas  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  anti-slavery 
sentiment.  So  strong  was  this  feeling  that  we  could  not  buy  anything  in 
Missouri.  We  traveled  overland  in  a  Sehuttler  covered  Wagon.  Many  a 
night  on  our  journeys  overland  I  remained  awake  all  night  cooking  pro- 
\  isions  for  the  next  day.  We  took  our  milch  cow  s  with  us  and  got  along  very 
nicely. 

My  husband  was  a  carpenter  and  was  so  busy  building  houses  for  other 
people  that  we  had  no  place  to  live  for  a  good  many  months  after  we  came 
to  Shelby  county.  Even  after  we  had  a  house,  the  floor  of  which  was  made 
of  walnut  boards,  I  remember  that  when  an  old  gentleman.  Mr.  Dalton.  died, 
my  husband,  and  another  man  took  some  of  the  boards  off  our  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  casket.  One  of  our  houses  was  infested  with  snakes, 
which  did  not  make  very  pleasant  companions. 

In  the  early  sixties  my  brother  Jasper,  who  later  died  in  the  Union 
army,  took  sick.  At  that  time  there  was  no  doctor  in  the  country  except  . 
Dr.  W.  J.  Johnston,  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  who  was  called.  He  told  us  that  he 
could  do  nothing  further  for  my  brother  w  ithout  additional  medicines  which 
he  did  not  have.  My  brother.  Chris  Wvland,  took  a  horse  at  sun-up  one 
morning,  made  the  trip  to  Council  Bluffs  overland  and  was  again  at  home 
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by  sun-up  the  next  morning.  About  the  only  stopping  place  between  our 
home  and  Council  Bluffs  was  at  Beard's  who  lived  at  Keg  creek.  When  my 
brother  reached  Beard's  he  hired  a  horse  and  learned  that  Doctor  McMahon, 
for  whom  he  had  made  the  trip,  had  gone  to  Missouri  Valley.  Jacob  Shiflett 
also  rode  a  horse  to  Missouri  Valley  and  there  got  Doctor  McGavern,  who 
came  across  the  country  on  horseback.  He  remained  with  my  brother  all 
night  and  next  morning  wrote  out  very  complete  directions  as  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  inflammation  or  fever  with  which  my  brother  was  afflicted,  writ- 
ing out  what  changes  would  come  in  his  condition,  and  then  returned  home. 
My  brother  was  in  bed  one  week  or  ten  days  and  recovered.  One  of  the 
experiences  of  Mr.  Shiflett  in  making  the  trip  across  for  the  doctor,  was 
the  leading  of  his  horse  across  a  foot  bridge,  the  regular  wagon  bridge 
having  been  swept  away.  Mr.  Shiflett  decided  that  if  both  he  and  the 
horse  went  into  the  stream  he,  at  least,  would  have  a  chance  to  swim  out. 

Another  thrilling  trip  for  a  doctor,  made  to  Council  Bluffs,  earlier 
known  as  Kanesville,  was  made  by  John  Long  in  a  terrible  blizzard  of  1865. 
James  M.  Long,  uncle  of  John  Long,  was  seriously  sick  with  lung  fever,  as 
we  called  it  then.  The  young  man,  who  had  just  returned  from  the  army, 
hardy  from  four  years  of  service,  volunteered  to  go  to  Council  Bluffs,  but 
finally  reaching  that  point,  the  doctor  declared  that  although  Long  might 
be  fool  enough  to  go  out  in  such  a  storm  he,  the  doctor,  would  not  risk  it. 
The  doctor,  however,  prescribed  for  the  patient  and  John  Long  brought 
medicine  back.  He  saved  himself  to  some  extent  by  keeping  the  horse  be- 
tween him  and  the  driving  storm,  and  although  the  trip  killed  the  horse,  it 
undoubtedly  saved  the  life  of  the  patient,  who,  in  any  event,  recovered. 

My  husband  usually  brought  home  a  load  of  flour  at  a  time  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  flour  he  made  trips  to  Council  Bluffs,  to  Big  Grove  in 
Pottawattamie  county,  and  also  a  few  times  to  Panora  in  Guthrie  county. 
We  made  much  use  of  the  wild  fruit  and  also  of  sorghum,  since  sugar  was 
very  scarce.  We  gathered  the  wild  crab  apples  in  the  fall  and  placed  them 
in  our  cellars,  where  they  would  keep  all  winter.  We  made  sauce  and  pre- 
serves from  them.  We  also  made  much  use  of  the  wild  plums,  and  also  of 
the  gooseberries,  which  were  plentiful  in  Shelby  county  and  of  excellent 
quality.  During  war  times  we  used  sorghum  almost  entirely  in  preparing 
these  fruits  for  use.  In  i860  Isaac  Wyland  ran  a  rude  sorghum  mill  and 
made  sorghum  molasses. 

We  held  church  in  the  schoolhouses.  One  of  the  early  ministers  at 
Bowman's  Grove  was  the  Methodist  Episcopal  minister  from  Big  Grove, 
Pottawattamie  county.    I  remember  that  at  the  time  ("hatburn's  mill  was 
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being  built,  about  the  year  1867,  a  dance  was  held  at  the  mill.  My  husband 
was  helping  to  build  the  mill  at  the  time.  Music  wis  furnished  by  my  hus- 
band and  by  Thomas  W.  Chatburn,  both  playing  the  violin.  E.  VV.  Davis 
was  then  a  resident  of  Harlan  and  was  very  much  interested  in  having  a 
church  built,  and  it  had  been  decided  that  the  proceeds  arising  from  this 
dance  at  the  mill  should  be  donated  to  the  building  of  the  first  church  in 
Harlan,  which  turned  out  to  l>e  the  Methodist  Rpiscopal  church.  We  had 
many  interesting  times.  I  remember  one  night  two  young  men,  who  had 
taken  two  young  ladies  to  a  party,  became  lost  on  the  prairie  and  were  forced 
to  remain  wandering  about  driving  the  sled  over  the  prairie  all  night.  The 
young  folks  finally  reached  our  home  and  the  boys  went  to  bed  in  one  of  our 
rooms  and  the  girls  in  the  other,  sleeping  until  the  following  noon. 

There  were  many  thrilling  adventures  and  experiences  with  the  w»l<' 
animals.  Isaac  Wyland,  while  riding  horseback  from  Harlan,  was  annoyed 
by  a  wolf  which  ap{>eared  very  hungry  and  saucy.  Mr.  Wyland  tried  to  get 
his  horse  to  jump  on  the  animal,  but  could  not  force  it  to  do  so.  He  finally 
got  off  his  horse  and,  pulling  off  one  of  his  hoots,  killed  the  wolf  with  the 
heel  of  his  hoot.  I  remcml>ei,  also,  while  living  near  Windy  Knoll,  on  what 
was  long  known  as  the  Shipp  farm,  there  was  an  interesting  hunt  for  wild 
turkeys.  One  day  towards  evening  when  my  husband  was  away  to  mill,  a  trip 
which  often  took  three  or  four  days,  T  was  alone  with  my  little  girl,  then  two 
years  old.  staying  at  the  home  of  Eli  Jarvis.  I  had  gone,  towards  evening, 
to  my  own  home  to  do  the  chores,  when  I  saw  a  drove  of  wild  turkeys  walk- 
ing 011  the  prairie,  apparently  hunting  a  place  to  roost.  T  followed  them  on 
foot.  T  saw  them  cross  the  Nishnabotna.  which  I  then  forded  at  a  place 
where  it  was  shallow  and  saw  the  turkeys  work  their  way  through  the  weeds 
to  a  large  dead  tree,  upon  which  they  established  themselves  for  the  night.  I 
went  back  to  Jarvis'  and  told  him  about  tiie  turkeys.  He  had  no  gun  or 
ammunition,  but,  getting  a  horse,  rode  to  my  brother's.  William  Wyland's,  at 
Bowman's  Grove,  and  l>orrowed  a  gun.  At  daybreak  he  and  I  started  out 
to  get  some  of  these  turkeys  and,  of  course,  we  had  to  ford  the  stream 
again.  It  was  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  point  out  the  location  of  the  birds. 
Mr.  Jarvis  was  very  successful  in  this  hunt,  as  he  secured  five  out  of  the 
flock,  which  in  all  numbered  seven." 
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REMINISCENCES    OF    PROF.    GEORGE    R.    CHATBURN    OF    THE    UNIVERSITY  OF 

NEBRASKA. 

[Professor  Chatbuni  is  a  son  of  the  famous  pioneer  miller  of  Shelby 
and  Harrison  counties,  J.  \Y.  Chatburn,  who,  as  mayor  of  Harlan  and  in 
many  other  ways,  contributed  largely  to  the  upbuilding  of  Shelby  county. 
Professor  Chatburn  grew  up  in  Shelby  county,  taught  country  schools  here 
and  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  generation  of  pioneer  sons  of  the  county  for- 
tunate enough  to  receive  a  college  education,  taking  his  degree  at  the  Iowa 
State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  at  Ames  in  1884.  in  the 
department  of  civil  engineering.] 

One  incident  connected  with  my  early  life  in  Harlan,  which  I  have 
generally  kept  dark,  may  be  of  interest.  I  at  one  time  came  very  near 
burning  up  the  embryo  town  of  Harlan.  The  old  brick  school  house  stood  on 
what  is  now  Market  street  east  of  where  the  Green  Bay  luml>er  yard  is 
located.  By  the  way,  that  old  school  house  was  my  first  home  in  Harlan  . 
my  father's  family  lived  in  that  house  for  several  weeks  during  the  summer 
of  1867  while  the  home  near  the  mill  was  being  built.  In  those  days  prairie 
extended  right  up  to  the  school  house  and  as  the  town  grew  new  houses 
were  built  upon  this  prairie.  The  Methodist  church  was  erected  on  the  north 
side  of  Market  street  a  little  farther  cast  than  the  school  house.  While  this 
was  being  built  and  lumber  and  shingles  were  piled  about  in  the  rank  prairie 
grass.  Greeley  Wood,  son  of  Thomas  Wood,  an  early  merchant  of  Harlan, 
and  I  one  noon  recess  went  down  on  the  bottom  land  east  of  town  and  set 
fire  to  the  grass.  I  never  saw  prairie  fire  spread  so.  Long  before  we  could 
get  back  to  the  school  the  town  had  been  aroused  and  the  whole  populace  were 
fighting  to  save  the  Methodist  church,  school  house,  Powell's  blacksmith  shop 
and  all  the  residences  and  business  houses  north  of  the  square.  Nathan 
Smith,  the  teacher,  licked  us  good  and  plenty;  I  got  another  one  when  I  got 
home. 

Nothing  very  eventful  connected  with  my  country  school  experience 
occurred.  While  teaching  in  Jackson  township  I  boarded  and  roomed  with 
George  McQueen.  One  day  my  father  saw  George  in  Harlan  and  asked. 
"George,  how  is  my  boy  getting  along?"  "Oh.  I  guess  he's  getting  along 
fairly  well  with  the  school."  drawled  George,  "bnt  he's  awful  hard  to  get  up 
in  the  morning."  My  father  tapped  him  on  the  shoulder  and  whispered  in 
his  ear.  "George,  that's  a  family  failing."  Perhaps  if  we  had  had  more  get- 
up  to  us,  I  should  be  able  to  give  a  much  more  interesting  letter  than  this. 

My  second  and  third  terms  of  school  were  taught  in  the  center  district 
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of  Fairview  township.  I  had  a  large  school  there  during  the  winter,  many 
of  the  hoys  bigger  and  stronger  than  1.  I  remember  that  one  recess  they 
caught  me  out  on  the  grounds  and  washed  my  face  with  miow.  After  call- 
ing to  order  1  told  them  that  on  the  play  grounds  they  might  beat  me.  but 
inside  I  intended  to  be  boss,  and  1  ostentatiously  picked  up  the  big  iron 
poker  and  laid  it  on  my  desk.  We  all  took  the  matter  as  a  joke,  the  1m ws  gave 
me  no  trouble  and  the  school  board  re-elected  me  for  another  term. 

During  the  winter  of  1884-^5  three  schools  in  the  Rowman's  Grove 
neighborhood  got  together  one  afternoon.  I  think  the  inspiration  came  from 
A.  P.  Leach,  who  taught  the  Miles  school.  After  having  readings.  s|x-ll 
down,  etc..  Mr.  Leach  suggested  that  w  have  a  contest  of  extemporaneous 
speaking.  F.ach  of  the  three  teachers  present  was  t..  put  tip  a  dollar  to  the 
one  who  could  sj>eak  on  a  subject  assigned  for  fifteen  minutes.  Leach  quietly 
informed  us  that  it  would  l)e  absolutely  impossible  and  therefore  our  money 
was  sate.  So  we  started  them  out  with  the  subject,  "Little  By  Little." 
livery  thing  was  going  along  sum  ,?hly.  pupil  after  pupil  giving  tip  after  two. 
three,  or  four  minutes  speaking.  Finally  a  little  wiry  rat  from  over  beyond 
John  Fritz's  got  up  and  began:  'Little  by  little  a  house  is  built,  you  put 
one  brick  on  another,  then  another  on  that,  then  another  on  that,  then  an- 
other on  that.  *  *  *"  and  so  on  ituU finitely.  We,  seeing  our  dollars 
lading,  told  hint  to  change  his  statements  a  little,  to  tell  us  something  new; 
he  < I i « I :  "The  ocean  is  made  up  of  little  by  little.  One  little  drop  of  water 
and  beside  that  another  little  drop  of  water,  and  beside  that  another  little 
drop  of  water  *  *  *."  After  several  efforts  of  a  similar  character,  the 
boy's  eyes  growing  brighter  as  he  watched  the  silver  dollars  and  heard  the 
minutes  counted  off  by  the  time  keeper,  the  final  "fifteen  minutes"  came.  The 
l>oy  reached  over,  grabbed  the  three  dollars  and  Started  for  his  *cn,t  saying, 
"Little  by  little  1  have  won  your  money." 

I  hardly  think  these  experiences  worth  am  thing,  but  if  yon  think 
otherwise  you  are  welcome  to  them.  I  n  nst  you  may  be  successful  in  getting 
up  a  good  history  of  Shelby  count}-,  which  to  me.  will  always  be  the  great 
county. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  CHRIS  ANDERSON,   FORMERLY  OF  JEFFERSON  TOWNSHIP, 

NOW  OK  SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON. 

I  first  came  to  Shelby  county  in  the  latter  part  of  1880,  buying  land  in 
section  3s.  Jefferson  township.  Among  the  persons  then  living  on  the  stream 
known  as  Long  Branch  were  J.  G  Wooster,  Samuel  Hall,  John  Potter(  father 
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of  T.  H.  Potter,  of  Harlan),  the  elder  Mr.  Shannon  and  a  man  named 
Marsh,  the  two  last  named  persons  residing  in  Polk  township.  Previous  to 
my  coming  to  Shelby  county,  I  had  farmed  in  Illinois.  I  heard  of  this  county 
through  L.  C.  Larson,  who  then  resided  northwest  of  Walnut  and  with  whom 
I  had  previously  been  acquainted.  My  two  brothers-in-law  and  I  came  west 
intending  to  go  to  Beuna  Vista  county.  We  arrived  at  Avoca  and  started 
out  to  see  our  friend  Larson,  who  was  then  living  in  Monroe  township.  We 
walked  out  from  Avoca  and  saw  many  wagons  of  corn  in  the  ear  being 
hauled  to  Walnut.  An  unusual  sight  to  us  was  several  thousand  bushels  of 
corn  piled  on  the  ground  on  one  of  the  hills. 

We  left  the  road  at  a  number  of  places  and  went  into  the  hollows  (or 
draws)  to  examine  the  corn.  We  then  walked  up  to  the  top  of  several  hills 
which  were  planted  to  corn,  and  were  very  much  surprised  to  find  good  corn 
at  the  very  top,  as  we  had  not  known  of  corn  being  grown  successfully  in 
Illinois  on  the  hill  tops.  We  did  not  altogether  like  the  looks  of  the  country 
since  we  had  been  used  to  seeing  nice  lying  land.  We  were  told  by  Larson, 
however,  that  the  land  was  all  good,  that  occasionally  a  little  gravel  would 
lie  found  on  the  hills  and  some  brush  and  grubs,  but  that  we  could  not  go 
wrong  buying  land  anywhere  in  the  county. 

Arriving  at  Harlan,  we  went  to  the  Wyland  real  estate  firm,  who  sent 
one  of  their  employees,  Carl  Peterson,  out  with  us  to  the  northeast  comer 
of  the  county.  In  less  than  an  hour  Chris  Schouboe  and  Albert  Schottboe, 
my  brothers-in-law,  and  I  had  selected  the  land  which  w  e  wanted.  I  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  at  nine  dollars  per  acre.  I  saw  a  great  many 
wolves  round  the  cattle  and  hog  yards  and  heard  them  at  night.  There  were 
thousands  of  prairie  chickens.  One-third  of  my  land  probably  was  covered 
with  oak  grubs.  Among  the  persons  who  came  in  about  the  same  time  I 
did,  were  Allen,  Green,  the  Kneelands,  and  Shepard.  I  had  been  told  by  a 
resident  of  Illinois  that  this  country  out  here  was  rough,  that  it  would  grow 
some  wheat,  but  that  it  would  produce  but  little  corn. 

When  I  returned  to  Illinois,  I  reported  what  I  had  seen  and  later  when 
some  of  my  friends  came  out  here  and  saw  the  cattle  and  horses  being  pro- 
duced and  found  that  we  really  had  plenty  to  eat,  they  were  surprised. 

Among  the  first  persons  I  saw  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  county  were 
Peter  Mortensen,  and  Chris  Michaelson,  who  now  lives  in  Harlan.  Mr.  Mich- 
aelson  said  that  clover  could  not  be  grown  here  and  that  farmers  were  having 
great  difficulty  in  growing  timothy.  I  sowed  timothy,  however,  soon  after 
taking  possession  of  my  land  and  got  a  fair  crop  of  hay  and  also  a  crop  of 
seed.    In  sowing  this  I  mixed  it  with  the  grain  and  worked  it  in.    At  the  time 
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I  came  to  the  county,  although  there  was  probably  timothy  and  clover,  I  did 
not  see  any.  although  I  did  see  some  patches  of  bine  grass.  This  grass  seems 
to  have  come  in  naturally,  early  establishing  itself  by  the  roadside.  I  soon 
had  timothy,  blue  grass  and  clover  growing  oil  my  fnrm. 

In  1S85  Jasper  Groat,  M.  Kneeland  and  1  tried  lo  start -some  alfalfa.  We 
got  the  .seed  in  Audubon  for  about  twelve  acres.  1  tried  it  on  a  twelve-acre 
hog  pasture  with  flax,  thinking  it  would  make  a  fine  pasture  for  my  hogs.  We 
did  not  know  how  to  care  for  it.  although  there  arc  some  of  the  plants  along 
the  creek  on  my  farm  yet.  Mr.  Groat  sowed  the  alfalfa  oil  a  high  hill  and 
Mr.  Kneeland  in  a  draw.  1  sowed  my  alfalfa  seed  on  ground  neither  very 
high  nor  very  low.  None  of  us  had  good  uccess  w  ith  the  plant.  I  believe  that 
Mr.  Groat  had  l>een  out  in  Nebraska,  probably  in  southern  Nebraska,  raid  saw 
the  plant  growing  there.  We  were,  however,  very  successful  with  timothy 
and  clover  and  thought  that  good  enough.  One  of  the  early  men  to  develop 
alfalfa  successfully,  although  much  later  than  our  attempt,  was  Soren  Soren- 
son,  living  in  the  northeast  vomer  of  Polk  township.  lie  had  known  the 
plant  in  the  old  country. 

The  first  pasture  that  I  had  was  made  up  of  a  combination  of  oats,  bar- 
ley, rye,  clover  and  timothy.  The  oats  and  barley  made  a  rank  growth  and 
afforded  very  early  pasture.  The  rye  stooled  out.  which  then  afforded  ;« 
great  deal  of  feed,  and  later  the  clover  and  timothy  fame  out  splendidly. 


I  shall  nev  er  forget  some  experiences  1  had  in  lie  spring  of  i8ftl.  remem- 
bered for  the  great  floods  which  came  as  the  wry  heavy  snow  of  the  preceding 
winter  began  to  melt.  Later  in  March  that  spring  1  returned  from  Illinois  to 
go  out  to  my  place.  Arriving  at  Harlan,  I  found  that  all  of  the  bridges  were 
out  and  it  was  three  days  before  1  had  an  opportunity  to  leave  Harlan  in  the 
direction  of  my  farm.  It  was  then  that  a  man  named  Snyder  and  his  son. 
living  near  Irwin,  came  to  town  for  farm  implements.  I  In-  W\ lands  sent  me 
out  w  ith  them.  We  left  Harlan  on  a  bitter  «v»M  day.  crossed  the  prairie,  fol- 
lowing the  ridges.  When  we  arrived  about  two  miles  west  of  Irwin.  Mr. 
Snyder  told  me  to  go  straight  east  ami  that  I  would  thereby  reach  the  settle- 
ment where  Irwin  was.  I  came  across  a  man  slightly  west  of  Irwin,  named 
\\ 'hittier.  living  in  a  dug-out.  He  was  carrying  a  kerosciicYan  and  1  asked 
whether  I  might  stay.  He  said  that  they  always  made  room  for  people  and 
that  he  could  keep  me  over  night,  if  I  could  put  up  with  their  accommodations. 
The  night  was  Incoming  constantly  colder  and  I  was  glad  of  a  chance  to  be 
taken  in.  Whittier  had  plenty  to  eat.  such  as  torn  bread,  etc.  When  it  came 
time  to  go  to  bed.  I  was  directed  to  the  loft  and  mounted  a  ladder  standing 
on  the  floor  inside  the  due-out.    I  found  a  very  comfortable  bed  and.  being 
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.  very  tired,  slept  very  well  indeed.  The  next  ntorning  was  very  cold.  Mr. 
Whittier  had  two  teams,  one  a  span  of  big  mares,  for  which  he  had  paid  four 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  other  a  little  team.  The  little  team  was  tied  at  the 
granary  without  cover  and  their  feet  frozen  in  the  ground,  which  had  been 
soft  where  they  were  tied  the  night  before.  The  large  horses  were  tied  to  a 
wagon  outside  without  cover.  This  seemed  strange  to  me  for  we  had  much 
Ixrtter  shelter  in  Illinois,  where  I  had  l)een  accustomed  to  farming. 

Mr.  Whittier  untied  the  two  big  mares  from  the  wagon  and  we  each  rode 
one  of  them  with  the  idea  of  crossing  the  Botna  river.  The  bridge  east  of 
Irwin  was  gone,  but  the  bridge  to  the  south  still  remained.  When  we  arrived 
at  the  south  bridge  we  could  see  only  the  railing  of  the  bridge  and  the  ice  was 
floating  by  in  great  chunks.  Mr.  Whittier  said  that  he  was  sorry,  but  that  it 
looked  pretty  dangerous.  I  agreed  with  him  that  we  ought  not  to  risk  our- 
selves and  the  mares,  whereupon  we  returned  and  I  went  on  to  Irwin.  There 
I  was  told  that  the  bridge  at  Irwin  was  out,  but  that  a  bridge  near  a  school 
house  northeast  of  Irwin  was  still  standing  and  that  up  there  the  water  ap- 
peared to  be  going  down.  Although  the  day  was  very  cold,  I  started  out, 
wearing  high  boots,  which  the  water  many  times  almost  covered.  The  wind 
was  blowing  from  the  northwest,  and  after  crossing  the  bridge  over  the 
Botna.  I  struck  southeast  in  the  direction  of  Long  Branch.  I  finally  reached 
Sam  Hall's  on  Long  Branch  and  found  this  stream  greatly  swollen  and  the 
bridge  gone.  Being  unable  to  cross,  I  walked  south  to  the  home  of  John 
Potter,  who  brought  out  a  long  plank  to  see  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  use  it  in  crossing,  but,  the  stream  being  too  high.  I  was  obliged  to  go 
further  down  until  I  arrived  at  the  home  of  the  elder  Shannon,  father  of 
E.  E.  Shannon,  who  told  me  that  I  could  cross  at  the  Marsh  school  house,  that 
there  was  a  good  bridge  there.  I  found  this  bridge  and  crossed.  By  this  time 
it  was  night  and  the  snow  was  driving  hard.  After  crossing  the  bridge,  I  was 
then  obliged  to  go  northeast,  and  after  walking  what  I  thought  was  two  or 
three  miles,  I  heard  a  dog  bark  and  also  heard  the  repeated  tap  of  a  hammer, 
although  I  could  see  nothing.  I  kept  walking  in  the  direction  of  these  noises 
and  came  u|x>n  my  brother-in-law,  Chris  Schouboe.  who  was  was  trying  to 
put  lath  over  the  cracks  of  a  little  shanty  on  the  side  from  which  the  wind 
was  blowing,  so  that  his  family,  including  some  little  children,  might  not  suffer 
too  much  by  reason  of  the  storm.  I,  of  course,  stopped  there  and  we  were  all 
in  this  shanty.  Mr.  Schouboe  succeeded  in  nailing  lath  over  some  of  the  cracks 
and  the  stove  was  kept  as  hot  as  possible  all  night.  Mr.  Schouboe  fortunately 
having  some  coal.    We  managed  to  keep  from  freezing,  although  our  backs 
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turned  away  from  the  stove  were  vcr\  cold.  I  remained  a  week  or  so  there, 
helping  to  build  stables,  etc.,  for  horses  and  other  live  stock. 

I  left  on  April  7  and  was  told  that  there  was  afterwards  one  of  the  worst 
miow  storms  ever  known  in  this  country.  The  spring  was  very  late  and 
grain  could  not  be  sown  until  in  May.  The  fro.-t  was  not  out  of  the  ground 
until  April  20  or  later,  so  that  the  breaking  plow  could  not  be  used,  even  so 
late  as  that,  except  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  hills.  Even  so  late  a-  the  middle 
of  May  there  was  a  great  deal  of  ice  in  the  brush. 

Men  in  those  days  thought  the  bottoms  had  tbi  only  land  worth  farming 
and  that  I  would  never  make  a  penny  on  the  highlands  and  hills.  These  hills 
looked  pretty  steep  to  me  and  sometimes  the  women  would  insist  on  getting 
out  of  the  wagons  when  we  drove  down  the  sides  of  some  of  these  prairie 
mountains. 

In  the  early  days  we  covered  practically  all  of  our  buildings  except 
houses  with  long  slough  grasses,  which  then  was  plentiful  and  which  readily 
turned  rain.  This  grass  grew  very  rank  in  those  days  and  was  often  eight 
feet  or  more  in  height.  \\  c  stacked  straw  over  our  sheds.  Of  course,  we 
had  plenty  of  wild  hay.  which  was  easily  procured  and  furnished  good  feed 
for  those  days.  The  lumber  for  building  my  house  was  hauled  from  Marian, 
a  distance  of  alx>ut  twenty  miics.  In  those  days  men  would  sit  on  the  running 
gear  of  a  wagon  and  ride  twenty  miles  for  lumber. 

I  began  at  once  to  develop  good  Shorthorn  and  Durham  cattle.  I  got 
some  good  bulls  from  T.  K.  Westronc,  who,  1  think,  is  deserving  of  great 
credit  for  the  vast  amount  of  good  that  he  did  Shelby  county  in  the  matter  of 
improving  out  cattle.  I  did  not  begin  feeding  for  the  market  until  later  in 
the  eighties  and  it  was  not  until  1896  that  I  marketed  especially  good  beeves. 
About  the  middle  of  October,  1896,  1  had  on  blue  grass  a  carload  of  two-year- 
old  steers  coming  three  the  next  spring.  I  kept  these  on  feed  during  the  win- 
ter and  sold  them  on  February  17.  1897,  which  time  the  carload  averaged 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  in  Irwin,  and  which  I  sold  in 
Chicago  at  five  dollars  and  thirty-live  rents  per  hundred  weight.  George  B. 
Blades,  the  well  known  stock  buyer,  said  that  these  were  the  best  cattle  that 
he  had  seen  in  the  Irwin  yards  up  to  that  time.  These  cattle  topped  the 
Chicago  market  on  the  day  on  which  they  were  sold.  I  was  told  by  M.  K. 
Campbell,  himself  a  pioneer  stock  man.  at  that  time,  that  this  was  the  first  lot 
of  Shelby  county  steers  to  top  the  Chicago  market.  I  started  these  cattle  on 
snap  corn  and  also  fed  them  later  oats  and  shelled  corn  with  a  little  oil  meal. 
I  grew  these  cattle,  and  from  the  tune  that  they  were  calves  I  kept  them 
coming  forward  by  good  feeding.    A  good  many  inquiries  came  to  me  from 
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agricultural  schools  and  experimental  stations  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
asking  as  to  the  breeding  of  these  cattle,  the  character  and  length  of  feeding, 
etc.  We  are  just  beginning  to  appreciate  the  staving  qualities  of  Shelby 
county  soil  and  the  variety  of  her  resources  as  a  producer  of  crops  and  live 
stock. 

REMINISCENCES  OF  REV.  A.  JOHNSON,  OF  AVOCA,  IOWA. 

[Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  was  one  of  the  very  early  Methodist  Episcopal  preach- 
ers and  missionary  workers  in  Shelby  county,  and  for  many  years  was  a  prom- 
inent settler  of  Fairview  township,  where  for  perhaps  twenty  years  he  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War.] 

I  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  town  of  Shelby  on  Sunday,  July  3,  1870, 
in  the  half  finished  railroad  depot.  The  people  present  were  as  follows:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Linn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Woods,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McEwen,  John  Edwards, 
the  railroad  agent,  and  several  children. 

It  was  on  that  day  that  the  first  Methodist  class  was  organized,  consisting 
of  four  members,  namely:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W  Linn.  But  the  class  was  soon  attached  to  the  Harlan  circuit.  Rev.  \V. 
E.  Hamilton  being  its  first  pastor. 

I  think  it  was  sometime  during  the  winter  of  1869  or  1870,  that  I  was  on 
my  way  to  Bowman's  Grove  to  hold  a  two-days  meeting.  At  that  time  Harlan 
was  situated  on  the  bottom  north  of  where  it  now  is.  There  were  no  buildings 
where  Harlan  now  stands  except  the  court  house,  where  we  held  church,  and 
a  partly  finished  drug  store.  The  Methodist  class  was  at  Simoda,  east  of 
Harlan.  The  presiding  elder  of  Council  Bluffs  had  sent  east  for  a  minister 
to  fill  this  place. 

While  on  my  way  to  Bowman's  Grove  I  took  dinner  at  the  Harlan  hotel, 
and  it  was  here  that  I  met  the  young  minister.  He  said  that  he  was  holding  a 
"revival,"  but  had  acknowledged  to  the  people  that  he  had  preached  all  lie 
knew,  so  he  asked  me  to  take  his  place  that  night.  The  people  were  also 
greatly  in  favor  and  tried  to  get  the  Bowman's  Grove  people  to  put  off  their 
appointment,  but  they  refused,  so  I  promised  to  return  after  my  two-days 
meeting,  promising  to  preach  for  them  on  Monday  night. 

So  Monday  night  came  and  1  also  filled  my  appointment.  The  court 
house  was  crowded,  and  the  young  minister,  with  several  others  of  different 
denominations,  were  also  present.  I  asked  the  voung  minister  to  lead  in 
O2) 
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prayer,  but  before  doing  so  he  took  a  white  silk  handkerchief  from  his  side 
pocket  and  placed  it  on  the  floor  for  him  to  kneel  on.  Although  this  is  an 
incident  which  lingers  in  my  memory  and  gives  me  a  good  laugh  once  in 
awhile,  still  some  good  work  was  done.  Four  people  came  forward  to  the 
anxious  seat,  and  this  was  the  first  move  that  had  been  made  during  the 
"revival." 

They  asked  me  to  take  charge  and  continue  my  work,  and,  as  they  would 
not  accept  a  refusal,  I  went  home  am!  the  next  day  returned  with  my  wife  and 
three  children.  We  held  a  revival  for  three  weeks  and  then  went  to  Bowman's 
Grove,  and  at  that  place  held  another  three- weeks  worship.  1  refused  to  preach 
longer,  as  I  was  neglecting  my  home  and  farm,  so  the  cider  then  got  a  substi- 
tue  or  supply  to  fill  out  the  term. 

At  Simoda  the  people  were  seventy-five  dollars  behind  on  Brother 
Stuart's  salary,  so  he  asked  me  to  preach  Sunday  afternoon's  sermon  to  try  to 
raise  the  money.  The  first  collection  I  took  up  was  thirty-five  dollars.  I  told 
them  more  money  was  needed,  so  after  the  second  collection  we  received 
twenty  dollars  more,  making  a  total  of  fifty-five  dollars,  and  ifter  1  re- 
marked that  we  were  just  twenty  dollars  tiehind  now.  Mr.  Raughn.  who  was 
sitting  near  an  oak  tree,  asked.  "How  much  more  do  you  need'"  1  replied 
"Twenty  dollars."  He  said,  "Mark  that  paid  and  conic  to  me  to  receive  your 
money,"  and  1  did. 

1  held  an  appointment  for  nine  years  in  one  plat  e  at  the  Waterbury  school 
house  and  preached  at  a  revival  every  winter,  besides  other  places  in  Shelby 
county  later  on. 

Thus  my  history  as  local  minister  in  Shelby  county  is  completed. 
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ORIGIN   AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT. 


EARLY  GOVERNMENT  OF  IOWA. 

Shelby  county,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  Iowa,  came  first  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  France  by  reason  of  the  discovery  of  Iowa  in  1673  by  Mar- 
quette and  Joliet,  LaSalle  claiming  this  territory  for  France  as  a  part  of  the 
Louisiana  region.  The  subsequent  history  of  Iowa  is  well  told  in  the  fol- 
lowing sketch,  for  which  the  author  is  indebted  to  the  research  bureau  of 
Thomas  Nelson  &  Sons,  the  publishers  of  the  well-known  encyclopedia: 

Marquette  and  Joliet  discovered  the  territory  now  known  as  Iowa  in 
1673.  Thus  the  territory  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  France  in  the 
Louisiana  region  when  LaSalle  claimed  this  territory  for  France.  By  the 
treaty  of  Paris  January  1,  1763,  this  territory  was  ceded  to  Spain.  No  rep- 
resentative of  Spain  came  to  upper  Louisiana  until  August,  1768,  when  a 
captain  arrived  at  St.  Louis  with  twenty-five  soldiers.  The  last  commandant, 
Saint-Ange  de  Bellerive,  however,  continued  in  authority  till  the  Spanish 
lieutenant-governor,  Don  Pedro  Piernas,  arrived,  May  10,  1770.  The  gov- 
ernment was  the  usual  military  form  adopted  by  the  French  and  Spanish  in 
their  colonies. 

Spain  retroceded  Louisiana  to  France  October  1,  1800,  by  a  secret 
treaty,  negotiated  by  Napoleon's  brother,  Lucien.  The  transfer  of  upper 
Louisiana  took  place  March  9,  1804,  at  St.  Louis. 

The  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  was  signed 
April  30.  1803,  and  was  ratified  October  21,  1803.  On  November  30  Spain 
gave  up  possession  (formally)  to  France.  France  remained  in  possession 
for  twenty  days,  then,  on  December  20,  1803,  the  transfer  to  the  United 
States  was  made. 

During  1804- 1805  the  territory  now  known  as  the  state  of  Iowa  was 
included  in  the  district  of  Louisiana  under  the  government  of  Indiana  terri- 
tory. An  act,  approved  March  26,  1804,  extended  over  the  Louisiana  pur- 
chase the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.    Everything  incon- 
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sistent  therewith  was  declared  invalid  The  act  provided  for  trial  by  jury 
and  liberty  of  worship. 

In  1804  Congress  divided  the  Louisiana  purchase  into  two  parts  by  the 
thirty-third  degree  of  north  latitude ;  Orleans  territory,  the  southern  part, 
came  under  the  same  form  of  government  as  Mississippi  territory;  the 
northern  part,  called  the  district  of  Louisiana,  had  its  government  vested  in 
the  governor  and  judges  of  Indiana  territory  October  I,  1804.  Indiana 
territory  existed  under  the  ordinance  of  1787.  which  prohibited  slavery. 

By  act  of  Congress,  the  district  of  Louisiana  became  the  territory  of 
Ixmisiana  on  July  4,  1805;  the  governor  and  judges  were  required  to  reside 
in  the  territory,  and  were  empowered  to  make  laws.  Thus  Iowa  came  under 
territorial  government.  During  this  time  Pike,  on  an  exploring  expedition, 
noted  the  settlements  of  Giard,  Dubuque  and  Tisson,  the  only  white  people 
in  Iowa. 

After  the  people  of  Orleans  territory  organized  a  state  government  and 
called  it  Louisiana.  April.  [812,  Congress  gave  Louisiana  territory  a  new 
name  and  called  it  the  territory  of  Missouri,  the  boundaries  remaining  the 
same,  i.  e.,  covering  the  whole  of  the  Louisiana  purchase  north  of  the  thirty- 
third  parallel.    William  Clark  was  governor. 

Upon  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  August  12^  1821,  one 
part  of  the  remaining  Louisiana  purchase  became  the  state  of  Missouri,  one 
the  territory  of  Arkansas  and  the  remainder,  north  of  the  state  of  Missouri, 
was  left  without  law  or  government,  except  the  prohibition  of  slavery  and 
laws  to  regulate  the  Indian  trade.  In  the  absence  of  established  government, 
the  settlers  in  this  territory  took  law  and  justice  into  their  own  hands. 

On  June  2t8,  1834,  Congress  passed  an  act  attaching  the  territory  north 
of  the  state  of  Missouri  and  west  oi  I  he  Mississippi  to  the  territory  of 
Michigan  for  temporary  government,  and  gave  the  inhabitants  the  same 
privileges  and  immunities,  and  subjected  them  to  the  same  laws  as  other 
citizens  of  Michigan  territory.  This  region  now  came  under  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  which  had  been  extended  over  it  in  1804  but  withdrawn  in  1805. 
Meantime  a  portion  of  the  territory  had  been  organized.  1829.  into  a  county 
— Iowa  county.  Accordingly,  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michigan  territory 
constituted  two  more  counties,  Dubuque  and  Demoine,  and  made  each  a 
township,  one  Julien,  the  other,  Flint  Hill.  A  county  court  was  provided 
for  each  county  and  the  laws  in  force  in  Iowa  county  and  process,  civil  and 
criminal,  and  writs  of  error  from  the  circuit  court  of  that  county  were  ex 
tended  to  the  new  counties.  The  counties  were  afterwards  known  as  "The 
Jowa  District." 
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Affairs  were  complicated  by  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  part  of 
Michigan  territory  as  the  state  of  Michigan  in  1835.  A  new  apportionment 
of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  was  made,  which  soon  asked  the 
President  for  a  new  efficient  f.  jlitical  existence.  Accordingly,  by  an  act 
approved  April  30,  1836,  Congress  created  the  territorial  government  of 
Wisconsin.  This  territory  covered  the  country  between  Lake  Michigan  and 
the  Missouri  and  White  Earth  rivers,  north  of  the  states  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri.    Henry  Dodge  was  appointed  governor  of  the  new  territory. 

As  this  region  soon  was  found  too  large  for  good  government,  people 
asked  for  a  division  of  the  district.  Accordingly,  an  act  of  Congress  to 
provide  a  separate  government  for  that  part  of  Wisconsin  territory  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  under  the  name  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  was  approved  by 
President  Van  Buren  June  12  and  took  effect  July  4,  1838.  As  the  territory 
of  Iowa,  the  district  had  a  governor,  secretary,  legislative  assembly,  consist- 
ing of  a  council  and  house  of  representatives,  supreme  court,  district  courts, 
probate  courts  and  justices  of  the  peace  and  attorney — the  usual  territorial 
form  of  government. 

An  act  admitting  Iowa  as  a  state  was  approved  December  28,  1846. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAME  "SHELBY." 

Shelby  county  was  named  in  1851  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa, 
in  honor  of  Isaac  Shelby,  American  soldier  and  pioneer,  born  at  North 
Mountain,  Maryland,  in  1750.  In  1771  he,  with  his  father,  removed  to 
Tennessee.  He  rendered  distinguished  service  to  the  cause  of  the  patriots 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  defeating  British  detachments  in  several  battles. 
To  his  leadership  was  largely  due  the  American  victory  in  the  important 
battle  of  King's  Mountain.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  he  settled  at 
Boonesborough,  Kentucky.  He  became  the  first  governor  of  that  state. 
When  the  War  of  181 2  arose,  he  again  answered  the  call  of  his  country,  and 
in  18 1 3  led  a  body  of  Kentucky  volunteers  northward  to  assist  General 
Harrison,  rendering  services  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  for  which  he  sub- 
sequently received  a  gold  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature. 

HOUNDAKIES  OF   SHELBY   COUNTY  FIXED. 

The  boundaries  <>t  Shelby  county,  in  common  with  the  boundaries  of 
more  than  half  the  present  counties  of  the  state,  were  fixed  in  1851  by 
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chapter  IX  of  the  acts  of  the  third  General  Assembly,  which  convened  at 
Iowa  City  on  December  3,  1850.  The  exact  language  of  the  act  applicable 
to  Shelby  county  reads  as  follows:  "That  the  following  shall  be  the 
boundaries  of  a  new  county,  which  shall  be  called  Shelby,  to-wit :  Beginning 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  township  81  north,  range  36  west,  thence  west 
on  the  line  between  townships  81  and  82  to  the  northwest  corner  of  town- 
ship 81  north,  range  40,  thence  south  on  the  hue  between  ranges  40  and  41 
to  the  southwest  corner  of  township  78.  range  40;  thence  east  on  the  line 
dividing  townships  77  and  78,  to  the  southwest  corner  of  township  78  north, 
range  36  west;  thence  north  on  the  line  dividing  ranges  36  and  37  to  the 
place  of  beginning."  By  this  act  of  the  Legislature,  it  will  be  noticed,  Shelby 
county  was  bounded  by  beginning  at  the  present  northeast  corner  of  the 
county  and  running  thence  west,  south,  east  and  north  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning, and  that  the  boundaries  were  designated  by  reference  to  the  con- 
gressional townships  and  without  reference  to  nvil  townships  or  counties 
as  we  now  know  them.  Indeed,  there  were  no  established  civil  townships  or 
contiguous  counties  by  which  this  could  be  done,  and  even  the  congressional 
townships  had  not  yet  been  surveved  by  the  United  States  government. 

AV COUNTY  SEAT   NAMED  AND  PROVISION   MADE  FOB   ORGANIZATION   OF  THE 

COUNTY. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  know  that  in  chapter  VIII  of  the  Laws  of  Iowa 
of  1853,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state,  in  session  at  Iowa  City,  then 
the  capital  of  Iowa,  located  almost  due  east  of  Harlan,  was  providing  for  the 
beginnings  of  government  in  Shelby  county.  This  chapter  provides,  along 
with  other  things,  that  William  Lovelady,  of  the  county  of  Fremont,  James 
Hardy,  of  the  county  of  Mills,  and  Solomon  Wheeler,  of  the  county  of  Potta- 
wattamie, be  appointed  a  committee  to  locate  the  scat  of  justice  of  Shelby 
county,  and  further  providing  that  the  said  committee  should  meet  at  the 
house  of  Mansel  Wicks  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  next  (1854),  or 
within  thirty  days  thereafter,  and  to  locate  as  near  the  geographical  center 
of  the  county  as  possible  as  suitable  a  site  as  could  l>e  found,  "having  due 
regard  to  the  present  as  well  as  the  future  population  of  said  county,"  and 
to  make  return  to  the  organizing  sheriff.  (It  appears,  however,  that  Shelby- 
ville  was  located  by  another  committee  appointed  by  Judge  Riddle,  of  Potta- 
wattamie county.)  It  was  further  provided  that  Shelby  county  should  be 
organized  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  March  next  (1854),  and  that 
a  special  election  should  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April.  1853,  at  which 
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time  county  and  township  officers  should  be  elected.  It  was  further  pro- 
vided that  for  revenue,  election  and  judicial  purposes,  the  counties  of  Craw- 
ford and  Carroll  should  be  attached  to  Shelby,  and  that  the  organizing 
sheriff  should  designate  two  places  for  holding  elections.  The  Legislature 
further  provided  by  this  act  that  the  organizing  sheriff  for  Shelby  county 
should  be  Collins  Cutler,  of  Pottawattamie  county.  He  was  directed  (1) 
to  give  ten  days'  notice  of  the  election  by  posting  notice  in  each  of  the  civil 
townships;  (2)  to  grant  certificates  of  election;  (3)  to  administer  the  oath 
of  office  ;  (4)  to  discharge  the  duties  of  township  clerk.  The  act  further 
provided  that  the  electors,  when  assembled  at  the  polls,  should  choose  three 
persons  from  their  number  as  judges  and  two  persons  as  clerks  of  election, 
who  should  be  sworn.  The  first  election  in  the  county  was  therefore  held  in 
1853.  It  also  provided  Jthat  the  officers  chosen  at  this  election  should  hold 
office  until  the  regular  time  fixed  for  filling  the  offices,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors should  be  chosen  and  qualified.  The  act  also  provided  that  the 
counties  of  Shelby,  Cass,  Harrison  and  Wahkaw  (Woodbury),  should  be  a 
part  of  the  Pottawattamie  county  senatorial  and  representative  districts. 

So  minutely  did  the  Legislature  then  act  for  unorganized  territory  that 
it  named  the  county  seat  of  Shelby  county  "Shelbyville"  before  its  location 
had  even  been  determined.  The  publication  clause  of  the  act  provided  that 
the  said  act  should  be  in  force  on  and  after  its  publication  in  the  Western 
Bugle  (a  newspaper  published  at  Kanesville,  now  Council  Bluffs).  The 
foregoing  act  of  the  Legislature  was  approved  January  12,  1853. 

THE  COUNTY  JUDGES. 

In  the  beginning  of  government  in  Shelby  county,  large  powers  were 
reposed  in  the  county  judge,  acting  either  as  a  judge  or  as  a  court  proper. 
Under  provisions  of  the  Code  of  1851,  which  was  in  force  when  Shelby 
county  began  to  have  a  political  existence,  the  county  judge  managed  prac- 
tically all  the  business  of  the  county,  looked  after  the  care  and  custody  of 
all  county  property,  audited  all  claims  against  the  county,  drew  warrants  on 
the  county  treasurer,  audited  and  settled  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer,  in- 
stituted and  prosecuted  suits  for  the  benefit  of  the  county,  superintended  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  county,  rented  or  provided  all  buildings  and  rooms  for 
county  offices,  and  for  the  holding  of  the  county  and  district  courts,  also 
the  jail  and  poor  house,  conveyed  lands  in  the  name  of  the  county;  tried 
nearly  all  suits  arising  in  the  county,  without  jury;  divided  the  county  into 
townships;  determined  the  places  for  holding  elections;  appointed  the  judges 
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of  election;  altered  the  boundaries  of  townships  at  will;  had  jurisdiction 
over  insane  persons;  had  powers  in  the  matter  of  laying:  out  towns  and  vil- 
lages, and  the  incorporation  of  towns;  the  levy  of  taxes;  the  granting  of 
licenses  or  franchises  for  the  construction  of  railroads,  canals  and  telegraphs. 

The  county  judge  was.  surely,  the  real  autocrat  of  early  government 
in  Iowa.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  in  many  counties,  the  county 
judge's  office  came  into  bad  repute  and  was  frequently  filled  by  "grafters.*' 
In  fact,  one  of  the  writers  on  the  subject  declares  that  the  county  judge 
"soon  took  rank  as  the  most  corrupt  official  in  the  state."  A  writer  has 
said  of  him  that  he  was  the  "most  anomalous  official  ever  existing  in  a 
democratic  form  of  government" 

Especially  in  connection  with  the  selection  and  handling  of  the  swamp 
lands  did  the  county  judges  of  Iowa  often  yield  to  temptation.  The  county 
judge  was  authorized  to  sell  these  lands  and  take  the  consideration  therefor 
in  cash  or  labor.  He  was  given  power  to  allow  the  drainage  commissioners, 
surveyors  and  others  employed  in  connection  with  these  lands  such  fees  as 
he  might  deem  just  and  right.  It  has  been  said  that  the  only  duty  of 
the  drainage  commissioner,  at  first,  was  to  draw  his  salary.  The  county 
judge  was  given  power  to  require  swamp  lands  to  be  drained  and  in  this 
connection,  in  many  of  the  counties  of  Iowa,  there  were  conspiracies  and 
combination  to  defraud  counties  out  of  their  swamp  lands.  The  county 
judge  was  authorized  to  appoint  persons  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  each 
county.  He  had  the  power  to  remove  the  seller  at  pleasure,  which  resulted 
in  much  fraud  awl  scandal.  At  one  lime  the  county  judge  was  authorized 
to  have  published  such  of  the  getieral  laws  as  he  might  consider  of  interest 
to  the  people  of  his  county,  and  he  generally  published  most  of  them.  Al- 
though it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  county  judges  of  Shelby  county 
were  men  of  particular  legal  learning,  it  does,  however,  appear  much  to  their 
credit,  that  they  were  honorable  nun.  and  that  no  breath  of  scandal  or  of 
corruption  touched  them  in  the  administration  of  their  duties  in  this  county, 
so  far  as  this  author  has  l)een  able  to  ascertain.  The  first  county  judge  was 
Wjlliam  Vanausdall,  of  (ialland  s  Grove. 

In  1861  the  office  of  county  judge  had  become  so  odious  to  the  people 
throughout  the  state  generally,  that  it  was  stripped  of  most  of  its  power, 
save  as  to  probate  matters,  such  as  the  administration  of  estates,  the  super- 
vision of  guardians,  the  admission  of  wills  to  probate,  etc. 

The  first  important  public  record  of  Shelby  county  was  the  minute 
book  kept  by  the  county  judges.  Elsewhere  in  this  work  appear  a  few 
pages  of  the  first  records  made  by  these  judges.    The  first  entries  are  over 
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the  signature  of  Judge  William  Vanausdall,  who  was  a  resident  of  Galland's 
Grove.  The  first  two  entries  in  the  book,  made  by  him,  in  June  and  Septem- 
ber, 1853,  are  records  of  marriage  licenses  issued  and  of  marriages  per- 
formed by  virtue  thereof.  The  county  judges  following  Judge  Vanausdall 
were  James  M.  Butler;  Nelson  Ward:  Mansel  Wicks,  who  resided  in  Wicks* 
Grove,  near  Harlan,  in  which  L.  D.  Sunderland  and  others  settled;  David 
Baughman;  H.  A.  Tarkington,  in  whose  honor  (presumably)  one  of  the 
streets  in  the  north  part  of  Harlan  was  named ;  M.  P.  Bull,  who  was  acting 
county  judge  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Judge  Tarkington,  and  Will- 
iam Wyland,  who  appears  to  have  become  county  judge  in  January,  i860. 
A  number  of  matters  of  importance  came  before  him  for  action,  including 
the  fixing  of  the  boundary  lines  of  a  number  of  the  townships,  the  difficulties 
between  the  Cuppy  and  Johnston  families  at  Cuppy's  Grove,  etc. 

PLACE  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY  IN  LARGER  DISTRICTS  OF  STATE  AND  NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT. 

As  a  starting  point,  it  would  be  well  to  remember,  in  a  general  way, 
to  what  districts  Shelby  county  belongs  now  for  various  purposes  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Beginning  with  the  judicial  department  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, we  find  that  Shelby  county  belongs  in  the  western  division  of  the 
United  States  southern  district  of  Iowa,  the  said  western  division  embracing 
the  counties  of  Carroll,  Crawford,  Harrison,  Shelby,  Mills  and  Montgom- 
ery, and  that  the  county  is  therefore  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  district  court  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  In  the  southern  district  of 
Iowa.  United  States  district  court  is  held  for  the  western  division,  to  which 
Shelby  county  belongs,  at  Council  Bluffs.  Other  places  at  which  court  is 
held  in  the  southern  district  of  Iowa  are  Creston,  Des  Moines,  Ottumwa, 
Keokuk  and  Davenport. 

Taking  the  next  higher  United  States  courts,  Shelby  county  belongs  in 
the  eighth  circuit  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals,  which  circuit 
embraces  the  states  of  Iowa,  Nebraska.  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Kansas.  Ar- 
kansas. Colorado,  Wyoming,  North  Dakota.  South  Dakota.  Utah  and  Okla- 
homa. Court  in  this  circuit  is  held  in  St.  Louis,  Denver,  or  Cheyenne  and 
St.  Paul  and  the  law  provides  that  terms  of  the  court  may  be  held  at  other 
places,  as  the  courts  may  determine. 

In  the  event  of  a  case  from  Shelby  county  reaching  the  United  States 
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circuit  court  of  appeals,  the  case  would  be  heard  usually  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, or  possibly  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Looked  at  from  the  standpoint  of  United  States  revenue,  including  the 
income  tax.  internal  revenue,  licenses,  etc.,  Shell)}  county  belongs  to  the 
single  district  of  Iowa,  the  headquarters  of  the  United  States  internal  revenue 
collector  for  Iowa  being  at  Dubuque. 

EARLY  JUDICIAL  DISTRICTS. 

So  sparsely  was  western  and  northwestern  Iowa  settled  in  1851  it  was 
found  necessary  to  take  in  a  vast  extent  of  tweirt\-nine  counties  in  order  to 
include  enough  people  for  the  formation  of  a  judicial  district,  to  be  known 
as  the  sixth  judicial  district,  and  for  the  holding  of  terms  of  the  district 
court.  It  was  further  provided  that  the  election  of  a  district  judge  should 
be  held  therein  on  the  first  Monday  of  April.  1 852,  and  that  an  abstract  of 
the  votes  should  be  returned  to  Pottawattamie  county.  The  foregoing  act 
of  the  Legislature  was  ordered  published  in  the  l-ort  Dcs  Moines  Gazette, 
the  Iowa  Star  and  the  Frontier  Guardian. 

By  act  of  the  third  General  Assembly,  which  convened  at  Iowa  City 
December  3,  1850,  approved  February  4,  1851,  it  was  provided  that  the 
sixth  judicial  district  of  Iowa  should  consist  of  the  counties  of  Shelby, 
Mills,  Ringgold.  Taylor,  Page.  Fremont.  Montgomery,  Adams.  Adair,  Un- 
ion, Cass,  Pottawattamie.  Harrison.  Audubon,  Carroll',  Crawford,  Monona, 
YVahkaw  (Woodbury).  Ida.  Sac.  Buena  Vista,  Cherokee.  Plymouth,  Sioux, 
O'Brien,  Clay.  Dickinson.  Osceola  and  Buncombe  (Lyon),  which  district, 
it  will  be  seen,  ran  north  and  south  the  entire  length  ol  the  state. 

By  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  March  28.  1804.  the  fourth  judicial 
district  of  Iowa  was  composed  of  the  counties  of  Shelby,  Harrison.  Monona. 
Crawford,  Woodbury  (The  county  in  which  Sioux  City  is  located),  Ida,  Sac. 
Buena  Vista.  Cherokee.  Plymouth,  Clay,  O'Brien,  Sioux,  Lyon,  Osceola. 
Dickinson.  Pocahontas.  Calhoun,  Humboldt,  Emmet,  Palo  Alto  and  Kossuth. 

In  1808  Shelby  county  belonged  to  the  first  circuit  of  the  fourth  judicial 
district.  The  other  counties  in  the  district  were  Harrison,  Crawford,  Mon- 
ona. Woodbury.  Ida.  Cherokee.  Plymouth,  Sioux.  O'Brien,  Osceola  and 
Lvon. 

Subsequently  other  changes  came  about  until  finally  the  fifteenth  dis- 
trict assumed  its  present  boundaries. 

Considered  from  the  standpoint  of  the  various  districts  fixed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  Shelby  countv  belongs  in  the  ninth  congressional 
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district,  the  other  counties  in  this  district,  besides  Shelby,  being  Audubon, 
Harrison,  Pottawattamie,  Guthrie,  Adair,  Cass,  Montgomery  and  Mills. 
Hon.  W.  R.  Green,  of  Audubon  county,  is  the  present  representative  of  this 
district  in  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives. 

For  the  purpose  of  representation  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa, 
Shelby  county  finds  a  place  in  the  thirty-third  representative  district  of 
Iowa,  and  in  the  eighteenth  state  senatorial  district,  in  which  Cass  county  is 
also  included.  The  thirty-third  representative  district,  consisting  of  Shelby 
county  only,  was  last  represented  by  Hon.  Albert  Hansen,  of  Harlan,  and 
the  eighteenth  state  senatorial  district,  composed  of  said  counties  of  Shelby 
and  Cass,  was  last  represented  by  Hon.  T.  H.  Smith,  of  Harlan.  For  the 
purpose  of  holding  sessions  of  the  district  court,  Shelby  county  lies  within 
the  thirteenth  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Shelby. 
Audubon,  Harrison,  Pottawattamie,  Cass,  Montgomery,  Mills,  Page  and 
Fremont.  There  are  five  judges  in  this  district  at  present:  Judges  Thor- 
nell,  of  Sidney;  Arthur,  of  Logan;  Wheeler,  of  Council  Bluffs;  Woodruff, 
of  Glenwood,  and  Rocka fellow,  now  of  Atlantic,  but  formerly  a  resident 
of  Harlan. 

CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICTS. 

From  the  organization  of  Shelby  county  and  before,  up  to  about  1863, 
there  were  but  two  congressional  districts  in  Iowa.  From  that  date  until  1873 
there  were  six  districts.  From  1873  there  were  for  some  time  nine  districts, 
and  as  is,  of  course,  well  known,  there  are  at  present  eleven  districts. 

By  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  approved  February  22,  1847, 
the  state  of  Iowa  was  divided  into  two  congressional  districts.  One  of  these, 
known  as  the  first  district,  included  the  counties  of  Lee,  Van  Buren,  Jeffer- 
son, Wapello,  Davis,  Appanoose,  Henry,  Mahaska,  Monroe,  Marion,  Jasper, 
Polk  and  Keokuk.  It  also  included  all  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  then  unor- 
ganized as  counties  lying  south  of  a  line  running  west  from  the  northwest 
corner  of  Polk  county  to  the  Missouri  river.  Shelby  county,  therefore,  fell 
within  the  first  congressional  district  of  Iowa,  although  it  was  not  until 
185 1  that  legal  provision  was  made  for  her  organization  as  a  county  and  not 
until  1853  tnat  organization  as  a  county  actually  occurred. 

By  act  of  the  ninth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  8,  1862,  the  fifth 
congressional  district  of  Towa  was  composed  of  the  following  counties: 
Shelby,  Polk,  Dallas.  Guthrie,  Harrison,  Warren.  Madison,  Adair,  Cass. 
Pottawattamie,  Lucas,  Clarke,  Union,  Adams.  Montgomery,  Mills,  Wayne. 
Decatur,  Ringgold.  Taylor,  Fremont  and  Page. 
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It  appears  that,  in  1862,  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  established  the  third 
congressional  district,  comprising  the  following  named  counties:  Shelby, 
Wayne,  Decatur,  Ringgold,  Tavlor,  Page.  Fremont,  Mills,  Montgomery, 
Adams.  Union.  Clarke,  Lucas.  Warren,  Madison.  Adair,  Cass,  Pottawat- 
tamie, Harrison.  Audubon,  Guthrie.  Dallas  and  Polk. 

At  one  time  Shelby  county  was  in  the  eighth  congressional  district' as 
established  by  the  fourteenth  General  Assembly  by  act  approved  April  17, 
1872,  which  designated  the  following  counties  as  the  eighth  congressional 
district:  Shelby.  Ringgold,  Union,  Adams.  Taylor,  Page,  Montgomery, 
Cass,  Harrison,  Pottawattamie  and  Mills. 

The  twenty-first  General  Assembly,  by  act  approved  April  ro  1886, 
established  the  present  ninth  congressional  district,  comprising  the  nine  coun- 
ties hereinbefore  enumerated. 

Some  of  the  men  who  have  represented  in  Congress  the  districts  to 
which  Shelby  county  has  at  various  times  belonged  are  Major  A.  R.  Ander- 
son, W.  H.  M.  Pusey,  Major  Joseph  Lyman,  Colonel  Sapp,  A.  L.  Hager, 
Smith  McPherson.  Walter  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Bowman,  W.  R.  Green. 

PIONEER  LEGISLATIVE  AND  SENATORIAL  DISTRICTS  OF  WHICH  SHELBY  COUNTY 

WAS   A  PART. 

In  order  to  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  how  sparsely  settled  western 
and  northwestern  Iowa  were  at  the  lime  and  of  how  much  territory  conse- 
quently it  required  to  make  a  legislative  unit  or  district,  there  are  given 
herewith  the  names  of  the  men  who  first  represented  Shelby  county,  together 
with  other  counties,  reaching  completely  to  the  Minnesota  state  line.  Note 
the  surprising  extent  of  territory  in  IktI ial f  of  which  a  single  man  was  dele- 
gated to  vote  in  the  General  Assembly : 

The  fourth  General  Assembly  convened  at  Iowa  C  ity  December  6,  1852. 
In  the  House  Joseph  L.  Sharp  represented  the  counties  of  Shelby,  Potta- 
wattamie, Mills.  Fremont.  Page.  Taylor.  Ringgold.  Union,  Adams,  Mont- 
gomery. Cass,  Adair.  Audubon,  Harrison.  Monona.  Crawford,  Carroll,  Sac. 
Ida.  Wahkaw  (Woodbury).  Plymouth.  Cherokee.  Huena  Vista.  Sioux, 
O'Hrien,  C  lay.  Dickinson.  Osceola  and  Runcomb  (Lyon).  Shelby  county 
does  not  seem  to  have  had  representation  in  the  Senate  of  the  fourth  General 
Assembly,  unless  Shelby  county  was  included  in  Pottawattamie,  in  which 
event  Ridley  D.  Johnson  was  senator. 

The  fifth  General  Assembly  convened  at  Towa  City  December  4.  1854, 
and  in  extra  session.  July  2.  1856.    In  the  House.  Thomas  B.  Xeely  repre- 
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sented  the  counties  of  Shelby,  Harrison,  Carroll,  Crawford.  Monona,  Wood- 
bury, Ida,  Sac,  Buena  Vista,  Cherokee,  Plymouth,  Sioux,  O'Brien,  Gay, 
Dickinson,  Osceola  and  Buncomb.  (Shelby  county  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  represented  in  the  Senate  of  the  fifth  General  Assembly.) 

By  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  January  24,  1853,  the  forty- 
second  state  representative  district  was  formed  of  the  following  counties: 
Shelby,  Harrison,  Carroll,  Crawford,  Monona,  Woodbury,  Ida,  Sac,  Buena 
Vista,  Cherokee,  Plymouth,  Sioux,  O'Brien,  Clay,  Dickinson,  Osceola  and 
Buncombe. 

The  sixth  General  Assembly  convened  at  Iowa  City  December  I,  1856. 
In  the  Senate  James  D.  Test  represented  Shelby,  Pottawattamie,  Harrison, 
Woodbury,  Monona,  Audubon,  Crawford,  Calhoun.  Sac,  Ida,  Cherokee. 
Buena  Vista,  Pocahontas,  Palo  Alto,  Emmet,  Clay,  Dickinson,  Osceola, 
O'Brien,  Plymouth,  Sioux  and  Buncombe  (Lyon),  and  in  the  House  N.  G. 
Wyatt  represented  Shelby,  Harrison,  Woodbury,  Monona,  Audubon,  Craw- 
ford, Carroll,  Calhoun,  Sac.  Ida,  Cherokee,  Buena  Vista,  Pocahontas,  Palo 
Alto,  Emmet,  Clay,  Dickinson,  Osceola,  O'Brien,  Plymouth,  Sioux  and 
Buncomb  (Lyon). 

In  the  Senate  of  the  seventh  General  Assembly,  1858,  W.  H.  M.  Pusey,  of 
Pottawattamie  county,  represented  these  counties:  Shelby,  Pottawattamie. 
Harrison.  Woodbury,  Monona,  Audubon,  Crawford,  Calhoun,  Sac,  Ida, 
Cherokee,  Buena  Vista.  Pocahontas,  Palo  Alto,  Emmet,  Clay,  Dickinson. 
Osceola,  O'Brien.  Plymouth,  Sioux  and  Buncomb  (Lyon).  In  the  House 
of  said  seventh  General  Assembly,  1858,  Samuel  rj.  Cassady  represented 
these  counties :  Shelby.  Pottawattamie,  Harrison,  Monona,  Crawford, 
Woodbury.  Ida.  Plymouth,  Cherokee,  O'Brien,  Osceola  and  Buncomb. 

In  the  third  constitutional  convention,  which  convened  at  Iowa  City 
January  19,  1857,  Daniel  W.  Price,  of  Council  Bluffs,  represented  Shelby, 
Pottawattamie.  Harrison.  Woodbury,  Monona,  Audubon.  Crawford.  Car- 
roll, Calhoun,  Sac.  Ida,  Cherokee,  Buena  Vista,  Pocahontas,  Palo  Alto,  Em- 
met. Clay,  Dickinson,  Osceola.  O'Brien,  Plymouth,  Sioux  and  Buncomb 
(Lyon). 

The  eighth  General  Assembly  convened  at  Des  Moines  January  8.  i860. 
W.  H.  M  Pusey.  of  Council  Bluffs,  represented  the  counties  of  Shelby, 
Pottawattamie,  Cass,  Harrison,  Audubon  and  Guthrie  in  the  Senate.  Daniel 
M.  Harris  represented  Shelby.  Harrison.  Audubon  and  Guthrie  counties  in 
the  House. 

The  ninth  General  Assembly  convened  at  Des  Moines  January  13,  1862. 
In  the  Senate  James  Rcdficld  represented  Shelby.  Adair.  Cass.  Dallas,  Guth- 
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rie,  Audubon  and  Shelby  counties.  William  VV.  Fuller  represented  Shelby, 
Harrison,  Monona  and  Crawford  in  the  House. 

The  tenth  General  Assembly  convened  at  Des  Moines  January  II,  1864. 
George  W.  Bassett  represented  Harrison.  Shelby,  Audubon,  Monona,  Craw- 
ford, Carroll,  Woodbury,  Ida,  Sac,  Calhoun,  Wel*ter,  Plymouth,  Cherokee, 
Buena  Vista,  Winnebago,  Hancock,  Wright.  Pocahontas,  Humbolt,  Sioux, 
O'Brien.  Clay.  Palo  Alto.  Kossuth,  Emmet,  Dickinson,  Osceola  and  Bun- 
comb  (Lyon).  In  the  House,  Stephen  King,  of  Harrison  county,  repre- 
sented Harrison  and  Shelby  counties. 

The  eleventh  General  Assembly. — In  the  Senate,  Addison  Oliver  repre- 
sented Shelby,  Harrison,  Audubon,  Carroll,  Green,  Crawford,  Monona, 
Woodbury,  Ida,  Cherokee,  Plymouth,  Sioux,  O'Brien,  Osceola  and  Lyon 
counties.  In  the  House  L.  R.  Bolter,  of  Logan,  represented  Harrison  and 
Shelby  counties. 

LATER  STATE  SENATORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

By  act  of  the  tenth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  5,  1864,  the 
forty-fifth  state  senatorial  district  composed  the  counties  of  Shelby,  Harri- 
son, Carroll,  Greene,  Crawford,  Monona,  Woodbury,  Ida.  Cherokee,  Ply- 
mouth, Sioux,  O'Brien,  Osceola  and  Lyon. 

By  act  of  the  twelfth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  8,  1868,  the 
forty-eighth  state  senatorial  district  was  composed  of  the  following  coun- 
ties: Shelby,  Audubon,  Harrison.  Monona,  Crawford,  Ida.  Woodbury,  Ply- 
mouth, Cherokee,  O'Brien,  Sioux,  and  unorganized  counties  of  Lyon  and 
Osceola. 

By  act  of  the  thirteenth  Genera;  Assembly,  approved  April  16,  1870, 
the  forty-eighth  state  senatorial  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Shelby,  Harrison.  Monona.  Ida.  Woodbury.  Plymouth,  Cherokee,  O'Brien, 
Sioux,  and  the  unorganized  counties  of  Lyon  and  Osceola. 

By  act  of  the  fourteenth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  23,  1872, 
the  forty-ninth  state  senatorial  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Shelby,  Greene,  Carroll.  Crawford.  Audubon  and  Guthrie. 

By  act  of  the  sixteenth  General  Assembly,  approved  March  17.  1876, 
the  thirty-first  state  senatorial  district  composed  the  counties  of  Shelby, 
Audubon,  Guthrie  and  Dallas. 

The  nineteenth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  by  act  approved  March  23. 
1882,  provided  for  the  thirty-fourth  state  senatorial  district,  composed  of 
Shelby  and  Harrison  counties. 
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On  April  10,  1886,  the  General  Assembly  established  the  present  eigh- 
teenth state  senatorial  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cass  and  Shelby. 

Among  the  men  who  have  represented  the  county  in  the  Senate  at  Des 
Moines  have  been  Hon.  William  F.  Cleveland,  of  Harlan;  Hon.  L.  R.  Bolter, 
of  Logan;  Hon.  Joseph  M.  Emmert,  of  Atlantic;  Hon.  James  E.  Bruce,  of 
Anita,  and  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Smith,  of  Harlan.  Hon.  J.  C.  Voorhees,  of 
Anita,  is  senator-elect. 

LATER  STATE  REPRESENTATIVE  DISTRICTS. 

By  act  of  the  twelfth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  7,  1868,  the 
fortieth  state  representative  district  was  composed  of  Shelby,  Audubon  and 
Guthrie  counties,  which  were  given  one  representative. 

By  act  of  the  thirteenth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  13,  1870, 
the  fortieth  state  representative  district  was  composed  of  Shelby,  Audubon, 
Crawford  and  Monona  counties,  which  were  allowed  one  representative. 

By  act  of  the  fourteenth  General  Assembly,  approved  April  23,  1872, 
the  twenty-first  state  representative  district  composed  the  counties  of  Shelby, 
Audubon,  Cass  and  Adair. 

By  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  March  23,  1874,  the  twenty- 
first  state  representative  district,  with  .one  representative,  was  composed  of 
Shelby,  Audubon,  Adair  and  Cass. 

By  act  of  the  sixteenth  General  Assembly,  March  17,  1876,  the  seventy- 
fourth  state  representative  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of  Shelby, 
Audubon  and  Adair. 

The  nineteenth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  by  act  approved  April  11, 
1882.  established  the  eighty-first  state  representative  district,  comprising 
Shelby  county  only. 

The  twenty-first  General  Assembly,  by  act  approved  April  10,  1886, 
established  the  thirty-third  state  representative  district,  to  include  Shelby 
county  only,  and  on  the  same  date  established  the  eighteenth  state  senatorial 
district,  composed  of  Shelby  and  Cass  counties,  which  is  the  present  district. 

Among  the  men  not  enumerated  above  who  have  represented  Shelby 
county  in  the  House  have  been  Hon.  Piatt  Wicks,  Hon.  M.  K.  Campbell, 
Hon.  C.  J.  W'yland.  Hon.  J.  H.  Louis.  Hon.  E.  M.  Hertert,  Hon.  H.  W. 
Byers.  Hon.  C.  F.  Swift,  Hon.  Washington  Roundy,  Hon.  O.  P.  Wyland, 
Hon.  Albert  Hansen,  Hon.  J.  R.  Boyd.  Hon.  Charles  Escher.  Jr.  Hon.  James 
W.  Bailey  is  representative-elect.    Of  these  men.  Hon.  H.  W.  Byers  became 
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speaker  of  the  House.  Hon.  Piatt  Wicks  was  very  close  to  a  nomination  by 
his  party  for  the  same  office,  which  nomination  would  have  meant  an  election. 

EARLY  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT  AND  RECORDS. 

The  first  entry  of  the  minute  hook  of  the  county  judges  of  Shelby 
county  is  the  certificate  of  William  Vanausdall,  county  judge,  under  date 
of  June  6,  1853,  certifying  that  he  had.  on  April  17,  1853.  granted  a  mar- 
riage license  to  John  Rudd  and  Serelda  Jordan,  and  that  on  the  same  date 
he  had  solemnized  their  marriage  The  second  entry  in  said  book  is  dated 
September  25.  1853.  in  which  County  Judge  Vanausdall  certifies  that  he 
.issued  a  marriage  license  on  that  date  to  Noah  Johnson  and  Sarah  Jane 
Mason.  The  next  entry  reads  as  follows:  "This  certifies  that  the  marriage 
of  the  within  named  persons  was  duly  solemnized  by  me  on  the  2d  day  of 
October,  1853.  Thomas  Dobson,  Elder  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter- Day  Saints;' 

The  first  entry  dealing  with  the  county  government  of  Shelby  county, 
found  in  said  record,  is  dated  Council  P.lufTs.  December  3.  1853,  in  which 
Samuel  H.  Riddle,  judge  of  the  seventh  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  appoints 
Marshall  Turly.  of  "Council  Bluffs  City."- J.  F.  Vails,  of  Crawford  county, 
and  Lorenzo  Butler,  of  Harrison  county,  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  in  said 
county  "as  near  the  geographical  center  a?  may  Ik*,  having  due  regard  to  the 
present  as  well  as  to  the  future  population  of  said  county."  The  next  entry 
is  under  date  of  December  21,  1853.  and  consists  of  the  report  by  the  fore- 
going locating  commissioners,  that  they  had  fixed  the  county  seat  on  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  27,  township  81,  range  40,  This  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  was,  therefore,  in  section  27.  drove  township,  and  was  across 
the  road  west  a  short  distance  from  the  well  known  residence  of  F.  J.  Mc- 
Naughton,  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers  of  Shelby  county. 

The  next  entry  is  the  order  of  James  M  Butler,  county  judge  of  Shelby 
county,  whereby  Crawford  county  was  divided  into  two  precincts  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  elections,  one  precinct  to  be  known  as  Milford  precinct 
and  one  Grove  precinct,  the  said  entry  being  dated  February  21,  1854.  The 
entry  immediately  following  is  an  order  by  the  same  judge,  dividing  Shelby 
county  into  two  civil  townships  or  precincts  lor  the  purpose  of  holding  elec- 
tions in  said  county,  these  precincts  to  be  known  as  "Galland's  Grove"  pre- 
cinct and  "Southern"  precinct. 
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FIRST  EVENTS. 

The  first  meeting  of  assessors  in  the  county  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Milton  M.  Beebe,  July  3,  1854,  the  assessors  meeting  with  Nelson  Ward, 
county  judge,  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  assessments.  At  this  meeting 
the  court  received  the  assessment  list  and  census  list  of  the  counties  of  Shelby 
and  Crawford.  The  total  amount  of  property  then  assessed  in  Shelby 
county  was  $2,599  and  tne  property  assessed  in  Crawford  county,  $3,125 
and  fourteen  polls.    (The  polls  of  Shelby  county  are  not  given.) 

The  first  levy  of  taxes  in  Shelby  county  was  made  by  Nelson  Ward, 
county  judge,  under  date  of  August  8,  1854,  the  levies  being  as  follows: 
For  state  purposes,  one  and  one-quarter  mills;  for  county  purposes,  includ- 
ing support  of  the  poor,  six  mills;  support  of  schools,  one-half  mill;  road 
property  tax,  one-half  mill;  road  poll  tax,  one  dollar;  county  poll  tax,  fifty 
cents. 

The  court  met  at  the  house  of  Milton  M.  Beebe. 

The  next  entry  indicates  that  technicalities  arose  in  the  early  days  as 
well  as  now.  It  appears  that  James  M.  Butler,  district  clerk  of  Shelby 
county,  called  for  settlement  with  the  county  judge,  but  settlement  was  re- 
jected on  account  of  the  objections  of  William  W.  Reed,  who  raised  the 
question  that  the  bond  of  the  district  clerk  had  not  been  approved  by  the 
county  judge.  The  court  ordered  that  on  that  account  there  be  no  settle- 
ment. Mr.  Beebe  gave  notice  of  an  appeal  to  the  district  court.  This 
matter  was  subsequently  adjusted  when  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Butler  had 
originally  filed  his  bond  and  had  thought  it  had  been  approved. 

It  appears  from  page  four  of  this  record  that  the  officers  of  1854  were 
Mansel  Wicks,  county  judge;  V.  G.  Perkins,  district  clerk,  and  M.  M.  Beebe, 
sherifT.  Court  for  August.  1854.  was  held  for  some  time  at  the  residence 
of  Mansel  Wicks. 

October  6,  1854,  the  county  court  met  for  a  settlement  with  Nelson 
Ward  for  services  as  prosecuting  attorney  and  also  as  county  judge. 

The  account,  as  approved,  is  interesting  and  reads  as  follows: 

By  four  terms  of  county  court  $  8 

Allowance  of  court.  Fonts  and  Roundy   3 

Six  months'  salary  as  prosecuting  attorney   10 

Taking  election  returns  to  Harrison  county,  four  days.  $2  per  day   8 

$:>^ 
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Also  a  settlement  with  Mansel  Wicks,  as  assessor,  four  days,  $1.50  per 

day   — •  $6 

Also  for  acting  as  judge  of  election  and  carrying  returns  to  Galland's 

Grove,  two  days   2 

$8 

This  settlement  and  account  is  signed  by  Mansel  Wicks,  county  judge, 
and  Nelson  Ward,  prosecuting  attorney. 

The  first  marriage  at  Bowman's  Grove  appears  to  have  been  that  of 
Dwight  Terrill  (father  of  Dan  Tcrrill,  of  Harlan)  and  Catherine  Bowman, 
who  were  married  by  County  Judge  Mansel  Wicks  on  November  16,  T854. 

On  December  21,  1854,  the  court  was  in  session  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement  with  the  trustees  and  township  clerk.    The  following  claims  were 


allowed  at  this  meeting: 

Henry  Custer,  judge  of  April  election.  1854  $1 

I^eander  Hack,  judge  of  August  election   1 

Abraham  Rubendall,  judge  of  August  election   1 

W.  J.  Johnston,  clerk  of  August  election  1 


Hack  and  Custer  lived  at  Hacktowh.  or  in  that  vicinity,  below  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Corley.  and  Rubendall  and  Johnston  lived  at  Cuppy's  Grove. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  those  days  it  was  necessary  sometimes 
for  the  county  judge  to  open  his  court,  present  and  allow  his  own  claim. 
For  instance,  under  date  of  November  6,  1854,  it  is  recorded  that  "County 
court  of  Shelby  county  opened  at  the  house  of  Mansel  Wicks  November  6, 
1854.    Shelby  County.  Dr..  to  cash  paid  out  for  books  and  blanks,  $1.60. 

"Mansel  Wicks,  County  Judge." 

January  2,  1855,  the  county  court  was  opened  to  settle  with  Adam 
Cuppy  and  Stephen  Waterburv  for  acting  as  judges  of  elections  and  carrying 
returns.  Mr.  Cuppy  was  allowed  four  dollars  for  acting  as  judge  at  the 
April  and  August  elections  and  for  carrying  returns  to  Galland's  Grove. 
Mr.  Waterburv  was  allowed  one  dottar  for  acting  as  judge  at  the  April 
election. 

The  beginnings  of  the  township  government  are  somewhat  revealed  by 
the  record  of  February  5.  1855.  on  which  date  the  county  court  opened  at 
the  house  of  William  W.  Reed,  of  Galland's  Grove.  Eli  Fonts,  of  Galland's 
Grove  township,  was  allowed  for  his  services  as  township  clerk.  $5.50; 
William  Vanausdall.  as  assessor  of  Galland's  Grove  township,  $7.50.  The 
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record  of  this  same  date  shows  settlement  for  cash  fees  between  county 
judge,  district  clerk,  and  treasurer  and  recorder.  "Fees  received  jointly, 
$16.65;  each,  $5.50."  The  record  at  this  time  is  signed  by  Mansel  Wicks, 
county  judge;  Vinson  Perkins,  district  clerk,  and  Henry  J.  Runnels,  treas- 
urer and  recorder. 

February  5,  1855,  a  plat  of  Shelby ville  was  presented  to  the  court  for 
certification  by  him  that  said  plat  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  county 
judge  of  Pottawattamie  county. 

The  first  estate  opened  in  the  county  before  the  county  judge  was  that 
of  Solomon  Hancock,  who  was  the  keeper  of  a  store  at  Manteno  in  its 
earliest  days.  He  appears  to  have  left  a  will  and  the  records  shows  settle- 
ment with  his  executor  in  the  sum  of  six  dollars  for  the  use  of  his  house 
for  two  days  by  the  district  court.  Under  date  of  February  31,  1855,  it 
appears  that  the  county  court  of  Shelby  county  had  jurisdiction  of  the  town- 
ship trustees  of  Crawford  county,  especially  of  Milford  township,  for  a 
settlement  was  made  with  such  trustees  on  this  date.  Under  date  of  April 
3,  1855,  the  bonds  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable  were  fixed  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  and  under  date  of  April  4,  1855,  the  bonds  of 
treasurer  and  sheriff  were  fixed  at  five  thousand  dollars  each.  .These  bonds 
were  fixed  by  the  county  judge. 

At  this  date  the  assessment  list  and  valuations  are  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest.  This  list  and  valuation  provided  that  farms  of  twenty  to  fifty 
acres  improved  land  should  lie  assessed  at  $4  per  acre  and  farms  of  five  to 
twenty  acres  improved  land  at  $2.50  per  acre.  Improved  prairie  at  $1.25  per 
acre.  Timber  land,  $3  per  acre.  Horses,  first  class.  $80;  second  class.  $50. 
Colts,  from  one  to  two  years  old,  $30  to  $45.  Mules,  $100.  Oxen,  first 
class,  $80;  second  class.  $50.  Cattle,  three  years  old.  $15;  one  to  two  years 
old,  $5  to  $8.  Sheep,  $1.  Swine.  $i,  $2  and  $3  per  head.  Wagons,  first 
class,  $75;  second  class.  $20  to  $50. 

The  first  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Shelby  county,  which  seems  to  have 
been  issued  August  25.  1855,  sought  the  release  of  Adam  Cuppv.  who 
had  been  placed  in  jail  by  reason  of  his  failure  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars 
and  costs  assessed  against  him  by  Uriah  Round y,  justice  of  the  peace.  It 
was  found  by  the  court  at  a  hearing  of  this  matter  that  the  writ  by  virtue 
of  which  Adam  Cuppy  was  held  in  custody  was  entirely  defective  because 
it  did  not  show  that  an  order  had  been  made  in  the  former  proceedings  and 
did  not  show  that  an  offense  was  charged  nor  a  warrant  of  commitment, 
the  said  defendant,  therefore,  being  discharged  by  County  Judge  David 
Baughman. 
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During  the  year  1856,  and  thereabouts,  one  of  the  means  of  revenue 
that  the  county  had  consisted  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  lots  in 
Shelbyville.  They  sold  at  different  prices,  some  of  them  as  high  as  twenty 
dollars  each. 

From  claims  presented,  it  appears  that  L.  D.  Sunderland  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  election  in  1855,  l^56  *°d  a*so  l*57-  an<^  tliat  ne  returned  the  poll 
book  to  the  county  judge  in  1856,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles. 

Leonard  Bowman  was  a  judge  of  election  in  1855,  1856  and  1857. 

The  first  county  license  issued  to  a  peddler  was  granted  to  Franklin 
Barkman,  February  [9,  1857.  authorizing  him  to  "peiUle  dry  goods,  fancy 
articles,  notions  and  patent  medicine  for  two  weeks  and  for  no  longer." 
This  license  cost  Mr.  Barkman  two  dollars. 

Under  date  of  July  6,  1857,  Adam  Kuhen  was  licensed  to  "peddle  dry 
goods,  fancy  articles,  notions,  etc.,  for  thirt\  '!tlys  from  dale  and  no  longer, 
with  one  horse."    He  paid  a  lee  of  two  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

It  appears  that  on  February  10.  [857,  a  man  named  Leopold  Simon, 
whose  nationality  it  would  be  easy  to  guess,  was  brought  before  L.  G. 
Tubbs,  justice  of  the  j>eace,  charged  with  peddling  with  a  carnage  drawn 
by  two  horses,  and  without  having  procured  a  license,  lie  was  fined  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  was  a  large  sum  in  those  days. 

On  June  20,  1857.  John  F.  West,  justice  of  the  pea<x\  as.,e>sed  a  line 
of  one  dollar  against  a  defendant  charged  with  assault  and  battery. 

So  early  as  March  1.  1858.  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  county 
judge,  signed  by  fifty-six  citizens  of  Shelby  county,  asking  that  the  judge 
order  an  election  in  April,  1850.  tor  a  \ote  on  the  question,  "Shall  stock  run 
at  large?"' 

Judge  Tarkington  seems  to  have  returned  November  2,  1857.  for  on 
this  date  the  record  states  that  notice  was  is-ued  by  him  to  William  Wyland, 
treasurer  and  recorder  of  Shelby  county,  to  locate  his  county  office  at 
Shelbyville.  the  county  seat  of  Shelby  county,  and  also  to  make  his  report 
to  the  county  judge. 

This  matter  arose  again  under  date  of  March  5.  1858,  when  notice  was 
issued  against  William  Wyland,  treasurer  and  recorder,  by  County  Judge 
Tarkington.  directing  Mr.  Wyland  to  return  the  f>ooks  and  papers  of  his 
office  "l>ack  to  Shelbyville.  the  county  seat  of  Shelby  county." 

The  contest  between  County  Judge  Tarkington  and  W'illiam  Wyland. 
county  treasurer  and  recorder,  seems  to  have  reached  an  acute  stage  on 
March  10,  1858,  for  on  that  date  Judge  Tarkington  declared  the  office  of 
county  treasurer  and  recorder  to  be  vacant,  assigning  the  following  reasons: 
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1.  That  Mr.  Wyland  had  removed  from  the  county  seat  and  taken 
with  him  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  said  office. 

2.  That  Mr.  Wyland  had  refused  to  return  to  said  county  seat,  with 
the  books  and  papers,  after  being  duly  notified  so  to  do. 

On  March  15,  1858,  Judge  Tarkington  issued  a  return  against  "William 
Wyland,  late  treasurer  and  recorder,  requiring  him  to  come  before  me  with 
the  books  and  papers  of  that  office. "  On  March  16,  1858,  Judge  Tarking- 
ton issued  a  writ  of  replevin  against  Mr.  Wyland  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
records,  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer  and 
recorder,  and  also  summons  directed  to  Mr.  Wyland,  requiring  him  to 
appear  before  the  county  judge  to  answer  to  the  charge  of  wrongfully  hold- 
ing the  said  property. 

On  March  19,  1858,  Mr.  Wyland  seems  to  have  appeared  before  the 
court  and  to  have  demanded  the  books  and  papers  of  his  office,  and  that  he 
have  access  to  the  same  as  treasurer  of  said  county,  which  the  county  judge 
refused. 

October  27,  1857,  it  appears  that  M.  P.  Bull  was  acting  county  judge. 
County  Judge  Bull,  who  was  also  known  as  Major  P.  Bull,  on  October  10th, 
found  himself  in  one  particular  unable  to  perform  the  functions  of  his  office, 
the  entry  on  this  date  being  as  follows :  "This  day  license  was  issued  to 
Major  P.  Bull  and  Mary  A.  Wiggett  to  unite  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony, 
and  the  acting  judge  being  interested,  said  license  was  issued  by  Deputy 
County  Clerk  H.  C.  Holcomb." 

Adam  Brandt,  on  July  13,  1857,  presented  his  account  against  Shelby 
county  for  taking  assessment  of  said  county  for  1857,  forty  and  one-third 
days,  at  $2.50  per  day,  or  a  total  of  $100.83.  It  often  requires  that  time  to 
assess  a  township  now. 

Z.  B.  Holcomb  seems  to  have  been  treasurer  of  the  county  previous  to 
1857,  or  possibly  in  the  first  part  of  that  year. 

On  September  7,  1857,  H.  C.  Holcomb  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of 
the  county,  and  Z.  B.  Holcomb.  deputy  sheriff.  These  were  the  first  deputy 
county  officers. 

On  September  7,  1857.  H.  A.  Tarkington.  county  judge;  A.  C.  Hol- 
comb, deputy  clerk,  and  Z.  B.  Holcomb,  deputy  sheriff,  drew  the  names  of 
fifteen  persons  to  serve  as  grand  jurors  for  two  years,  and  also  the  names  of 
fifteen  persons  to  serve  as  petit  jurors. 
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LATER   COUNTY  GOVERNMENT. 

The  chief  work  of  the  board  of  supervisors  throughout  its  history  has 
been  to  secure  and  equip  a  poor  farm,  now  designated  as  the  ''county  home," 
to  have  erected  and  to  secure  authority  from  the  voters  to  erect  court  houses; 
to  build  and  equip  a  jail ;  to  submit  to  the  voters  various  questions  for  their 
action  and  to  canvass  the  results  of  the  vote  thereon ;  to  provide  for  the 
building  of  county  bridges  and  to  secure  funds  to  pay  therefor;  to  provide 
for  voting  precincts ;  to  encourage  the  hopeless  prospecting  for  coal ;  to 
extend  the  time  for  the  payment  of  taxes  by  taxpayers  who  had  lost  their 
crops  by  hail  storms ;  to  employ  expert  accountants  to  examine  the  books  and 
accounts  of  county  officers;  to  fill  vacancies  in  county  offices;  to  employ 
"tax  ferrets''  to  discover  taxable  property  that  had  escaped  taxation;  to 
provide  how  supervisors  should  be  elected ;  and  within  the  past  few  years, 
acting  as  a  drainage  board  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  public  drain- 
age ditches,  draining  wet  or  swampy  land  and  straightening  the  streams  in 
order  to  prevent  damaging  overflows. 

POOR  farm. 

On  September  7,  1876,  the  board  of  supervisors  passed  a  motion  pro- 
viding for  the  purchase  of  a  poor  farm. 

At  its  meeting  of  June  8,  [882,  it  was  resolved  by  the  board  that  the 
question  of  establishing  a  poor  farm  be  submitted  to  tjie  electors  of  the 
county  at  the  election  in  November,  188.2,  the  poor  farm  and  improvements 
proposed  not  to  exceed  in  cost  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  and  that 
a  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  be  lex  icd  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  county 
for  the  years  1883  and  1884. 

At  the  election  held  on  November  7.  1882,  on  the  question  of  the  purchase 
of  a  poor  farm  and  the  erection  of  improvements  thereon  all  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  the  vote  was  1,309  for  and  666  against. 

At  its  meeting  on  September  3,  1883,  the  board  of  supervisors  passed 
a  resolution  providing  that  there  be  purchased  by  the  county  for  poor  farm 
the  north  half  of  the  southeast  quarter,  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  36,  township  70,  range  39,  and  that  there  be 
paid  therefor  the  sum  of  $4,521.65  in  warrants,  drawn  on  the  poor  farm 
fund.    The  land  appears  to  have  lx-en  purchased  from  George  Clark. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  board  on  January  12,  1884,  it  was  provided  that 
the  poor  farm  should  l>e  leased  at  a  rental  of  not  less  than  three  dollars  per 
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acre,  the  board  reserving  the  right  to  erect  buildings  upon  the  land  at  any 
time  during  the  term  of  the  lease. 

Under  date  of  May  18,  188c,  the  board  of  supervisors  directed  the 
auditor  to  advertise  for  plans  aud  specifications  for  a  county  poor  house, 
the  said  building  to  cost  not  to  exceed  three  thousand  dollars. 

On  March  15,  1886,  the  board  of  supervisors  examined  the  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  county  poor  house  as  prepared  by  F.  R.  Smith.  On 
April  9,  1886,  the  contract  for  building  the  poor  house  was  awarded  to  C. 
C.  Norgaard,  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  September  10,  1886.  J.  H.  Kuhl,  chairman  of  the  county  poor  farm 
committee  reported  that  the  jx>or  farm  had  been  completed  on  September 
10,  1886,  and  that  the  building  had  been  equipped  with  steam  heating.  Mr. 
Kuhl  reported  that  the  committee  had  as  nearly  as  possible  carried  out  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  who,  on  Noveml>er  7,  1882,  had  voted  a  tax  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  county  farm  and  erecting  a 
poor  house.  He  also  reported  that  the  building  was  then  occupied  by  Alex- 
ander Maxwell,  as  superintendent.  He  also  extended  a  cordial  invitation 
to  all  township  trustees,  tax-payers  and  others  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
poor,  to  visit  the  institution. 

On  January  7,  1887.  it  apjx-ars  that  there  were  twelve  inmates  of  the 
home,  and  that  since  the  opening  of  the  institution  eighteen  persons  had 
been  admitted.  The  report  of  J.  H.  Kuhl,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
recommended  the  purchase  of  more  live  stock  for  the  farm  and  the  planting 
of  fruit,  shade  trees  and  shrubl>ery. 

On  November  19,  1887,  the  board  of  supervisors  chose  Alexander  Max- 
well as  superintendent  of  the  county  farm  for  1888,  extending  his  contract 
of  1887. 

The  poor  farm  report  of  January  28,  1888,  showed  assets  of  the  value 
of  $2,930.10. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  November  12,  1889,  Alexander  Maxwell  was 
chosen  warden,  and  his  wife  matron,  of  the  poor  farm  for  the  year  1890. 

On  January  14.  1806,  the  dwelling  house  on  the  poor  farm  burned. 
Rooms  were  rented  from  John  Robinson  in  Lincoln  township  for  the  use  of 
the  superintendent  and  part  of  the  inmates. 

At  its  meeting  on  January  17,  1896,  the  board  resolved  to  advertise  for 
plans,  specifications  and  bids  for  the  construction  of  a  new  house  on  the  said 
poor  farm  to  cost  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $5,950.  Further  action  was 
taken  by  the  board  with  reference  to  a  new  poor  house  on  February  10,  1896, 
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in  the  matter  of  examination  of  plans,  providing  for  the  giving  of  notice  for 
bids,  etc.    On  March  10,  1890,  bids  were  examined  by  the  board. 

At  its  meeting  of  March  21,  1806,  the  board  of  supenisors  accepted  the 
bid  of  S.  W.  Parker  for  the  mason  work  on  the  new  poor  house  for  the  sum 
of  $2,230,  and  also  the  proposal  of  Simpson  &  Sorenscn  for  the  carpenter 
work,  for  the  sum  of  $2,965. 

COURT    HOUSES   AND  GROUNDS. 

The  author  finds  no  mention  in  the  county  judge's  record  of  a  court 
house  at  Shelby  ville,  but  it  i.s  likely  one  was  erected  or  in  process  of  erection 
there  about  1856.  In  April,  1859,  by  vote  of  the  people,  the  county  seat  was 
changed  from  Shelby ville  to  Harlan,  and  in  i860  there  was  erected  by  James 
M.  Long  and  Adam  T.  Ault  a  frame  court  house  on  the  corner  where  Hotel 
Harlan,  formerly  know  n  as  the  C  ity  Hotel,  now  stands,  at  the  corner  of  what 
arc  now  Court  and  Seventh  street*  The  court  room  in  this  building  was 
on  the  upper  floor  and  was  reached  by  an  outside  stairway  on  the  south  side 
of  the  building.  The  court  and  official  business  of  the  county  was  cared  for 
in  this  building  until  1875.  when  the  board  of  supervisor--  appropriated  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  a  court  house.  This 
was  built  in  that  vear.  and  is  now  owned  bv  David  Mason,  the  Harlan  livcrv- 

m  Mr  m 

man.  *A  cut  of  thi>  building  appears  in  tJii^  work  In  1892  the  present  stone 
oiiirt  house  was  erected. 

At  its  session  October  17.  1881,  the  board  of  supervisors  appointed  a 
committee  to  procure  the  building  of  a  suitable  fence  and  railing  around  the 
public  square. 

On  April  4.  1882,  the  board  of  supervisors  passed  a  motion  providing 
that  the  court  room  should  not  l>e  used  for  any  purpose  save  court  and  county 
business,  and  for  the  holding  of  the  religious  services  by  any  denomination 
without  a  church  building  and  for  the  purpose  of  holding  school  elections. 
It  was  also  provided  by  the  motion  that  the  court  house  yard  should  not  be 
used  for  auctioneer  grounds. 

At  its  January  session.  1890,  the  board  of  supervisors  received  a  report 
of  William  Foster,  an  experienced  architect,  with  reference  to  the  vaults  of 
the  court  house,  containing  the  county  records.  Mr.  Foster  recommended 
to  the  board  that  they  should  be  condemned,  since  they  were  of  no  protection 
whatever  against  fire.  Mr.  Foster  reported  to  the  board  that  the  county 
business  to  be  transacted  in  each  of  the  county  offices  had  so  increased,  keep- 
ing pace  with  the  large  increase  of  population,  that  the  office  vaults  and  court 
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rooms  were  no  longer  adequate  for  the  purpose  of  transaction  of  public 
business.  It  was,  therefore,  at  this  meeting  resolved  by  the  lx>ard  of  super- 
visors that  there  should  be  submitted  to  the  voters  the  question  of  erecting  a 
new  court  house  at  a  cost  of  not  to  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars,  at  a  special 
election  to  be  held  on  July  15,  1890. 

On  January  28.  1890,  supervisors  F.  W.  Loehr  and  Joshua  Brindly  re- 
quested the  county  auditor  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  to  recon- 
sider the  matter  of  the  submission  of  the  question  of  building  a  fifty  thousand 
dollar  court  house.  County  auditor  J.  W.  French  accordingly  gave  notice 
to  the  board  which,  therefore,  met  on  July  7,  1890,  at  which  time  the  board 
reconsidered  and  rescinded  its  former  action  providing  for  the  submission  of 
said  question. 

At  its  meeting  on  July  16.  1890.  the  board  decided  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion of  the  erection  of  a  fifty  thousand  dollar  court  house  at  a  special  election 
to  be  held  on  August  19,  1890,  the  said  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  cover  cost 
of  building  and  fixtures. 

Under  date  of  July  16,  1890,  provision  was  made  by  the  board  of  super- 
visors for  moving  the  records  of  the  recorder's  office  to  a  building  on  the 
north  side  of  the  square. 

On  August  20,  1890,  the  hoard  of  supervisors,  consisting  of  F.  W. 
Loehr,  chairman,  Joshua  Brindly  and  Ed  Quinn,  met  for  the  purpose  of  can- 
vassing the  vote  on  the  court  house  proposition,  which  vote  they  found  to  be 
as  follows:    For  the  court  house,  851 :  against  the  court  house.  1,449. 

The  court  house  proposition  remained  dormant  until  the  meeting  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  on  September  11,  1891.  on  which  date  a  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  board  providing  that  there  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of 
Shelby  county  at  the  general  election  of  November  3,  189 1,  the  erection  of  a 
fortv-five  thousand  dollar  court  house. 

The  proposition  carried  at  the  said  election.  The  board  at  its  November 
session,  1891.  finding  the  vote  to  be:  For  the  court  house.  1,898  votes; 
against  the  court  house,  1,270  votes. 

Accordinglv  at  its  meeting  on  December  9,  1891,  the  board  of  super- 
visors chose  C.  E.  Bell,  of  Council  Bluffs,  as  architect  for  the  construction 
of  the  new  court  house. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  board  on  February  9.  1892.  the  contract  for  the 
erection  of  the  court  house  was  awarded  to  W.  H.  Cockerell  for  the  sum  of 
forty-three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  the  court  house  to  be  erected  within 
a  year.    Mr.  Cockerell  gave  bond  in  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

At  its  meeting  on  April  4.  1892.  the  board  of  supervisors  authorized 
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Parian  Lodge  No.  321,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Harlan,  to 
take  charge  ot  the  ceremonies  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  court 
house. 

On  April  8.  1802,  the  l)oard  awarded  the  contract  for  the  court  house 
plumhing  to  J.  C.  Bixby,  of  Council  Bluffs.  At  the  same  meeting  the  board 
sold  the  old  court  house  to  David  Mason  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars.  Mr.  Mason  agreed  to  have  the  said  building  moved  off  the 
public  square  by  July  1,  1892.  At  the  same  meeting  offices  were  rented  for 
the  use  of  the  county  officers. 

On  April  3,  1893,  the  lioard  of  supervisors  chose  G.  W.  Cullison  to  de- 
liver the  oration  at  the  dedication  of  the  court  house. 

At  its  meeting  on  September  5,  1893.  the  board  accepted  the  new  court 
house  and  directed  that  the  !>alance  due  contractor  Cockerell  be  paid. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  county  auditor  under  date  of  November  13, 
1893,  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  the  court  house,  including  furniture,  steam 
heating  plant,  the  fees  of  architect  and  superintendent,  electric  light  fixtures, 
painting,  etc..  was  sixty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and 
ninety  cents.  At  their  meeting  in  November  the  board  of  supervisors,  con- 
sisting of  F.d  Quinn.  Thomas  McCoid  and  J.  W.  Morgan,  invited  the  people 
to  inspect  the  building. 

At  the  April,  1899,  session  of  the  board  of  supervisors  it  was  ordered 
that  twenty  feet  in  height  of  the  court  house  tower  i>e  removed  and  that  the 
trusses  supporting  the  same  be  reinforced  or  doubled. 

At  its  June  session  of  the  board.  1899.  it  was  ordered  that  the  tower  be 
removed,  and  the  contract  for  the  removal  be  awarded  to  Larsen  Brothers,  of 
Harlan,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

On  July  8,  1910,  the  board  of  supervisors  appropriated  four  hundred 
fifty-nine  dollars  and  twenty  cents  for  eight  ornamental  electroliers  to  be 
placed  around  the  court  house  square  upon  the  condition  that  the  city  would 
furnish  current  for  the  lights  without  expen>e  to  the  county. 

JAIL. 

At  its  meeting  on  April  1.  1878,  there  was  presented  a  petition  to  the 
board  of  supervisors,  asking  the  board  to  build  a  jail.  The  petition  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

At  its  meeting  on  January  15.  r88o,  Supervisors  Merrills  Barton,  Lewis 
Shorett  and  J.  A.  Freas  being  present,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  county  jail  to 
cost  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  dollars.    Supervisor  Shorett  was  appointed 
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a  committee  to  secure  plans  and  specifications  for  the  erection  of  the  jail. 
At  its  meeting  on  March  2,  1880,  the  contract  for  building  the  jail  was 
awarded  to  J.  O.  Wickersham  and  H.  Snowies,  of  Harlan,  for  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

On  April  6,  1880,  the  board  of  supervisors  resolved  to  purchase  two 
steel-clad  jail  cells  and  corridors  for  the  new  jail. 

At  its  meeting  on  April  6,  1880.  the  board  of  supervisors  constituted 
itself  a  committee  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  new  jail  and  sheriff's 
residence. 

At  a  special  session  of  the  board  held  on  August  21,  1880,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  county  auditor  pay  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  for  the 
iron  work  in  the  jail,  and  that  he  pay  for  the  steel-clad  cells  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  thirteen  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

PROHIBITORY  AMENDMENT. 

At  its  session  on  July  3,  1882,  the  board  canvassed  the  votes  on  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  constitution  of  Iowa  prohibiting  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  and  found  the  total  votes  cast  to  be  2,544,  of  which  1,313  votes 
were  for  the  amendment,  and  1.231  votes  against  it,  or  a  majority  for  the 
amendment  of  82  votes. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS. 

At  the  June,  1900,  session  of  the  board  of  supervisors  it  was  found  by 
them  that  the  petition  of  consent  for  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  the 
county  was  sufficient,  there  being  a  total  of  2.399  names  on  the  petition  with 
a  corresponding  number  of  names  on  the  poll  lists  of  3.916.  The  least  num- 
ber of  signers  was  in  the  town  of  Irwin,  which  furnished  three;  the  largest 
number  of  signers  were  Harlan  city  and  township.  365;  Westphalia,  195; 
Cass.  146;  Clay,  123. 

At  its  January  session  in  1903.  the  board  canvassed  the  consent  petition 
for  the  running  of  saloons  in  Shelby  county,  which  petition  was  filed  with 
the  county  auditor  on  December  3,  1902.  The  board  found  that  the  petition 
was  insufficient  by  reason  of  not  obtaining  the  signature  of  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  legal  voters  voting  at  the  preceding  January  election. 

There  appears  to  have  1>een  a  vote  in  1891  on  the  question  of  the  adop- 
tion of  uniform  school  books  in  Shelby  county.  The  vote  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  uniformity  was  335.  and  the  vote  against.  195. 
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BRIDGES. 

Since  in  the  years  1882,  1883.  188.4  and  188*5  tne  county  was  fast  set- 
tling up,  very  many  new  county  bridges  were  required  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  new  settlements,  entailing  heavy  expense.  Many  of  the  old  bridges 
were  likewise  carried  away  by  heavy  floods. 

The  first  iron  bridges  in  Shelby  county  were  provided  by  resolution  of 
the  board  adopted  May  1.  180,4.  whereby  three  of  them  were  ordered  erected, 
one  near  Rarling,  Iowa,  one  north  of  the  fair  grounds  in  Harlan  township, 
and  one  east  of  Corley  in  Fairview  township. 

At  its  June  session  in  1901,  the  board  of  supervisors  for  the  first  time 
authorized  the  issue  of  bridge  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  funding  a  like  amount 
of  outstanding  warrants.  The  bonds  authorized  were  in  the  sum  of  $25,000, 
falling  due.  respectively  on  July  1,  of  the  years  1902  to  10x58  inclusive,  draw- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  payable  semi-annually  on  January  1 
and  July  1  of  each  year. 

Again  at  its  April  session  in  1003.  the  board  of  supervisors  authorized 
the  issue  of  bridge  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $30,000  to  take  care  of  a  like  amount 
of  outstanding  warrants,  the  said  bonds  tailing  due  in  the  years  1905  to  1910 
inclusive,  the  county  reserving  the  right,  however,  to  pay  certain  of  the  bonds 
on  May  1,  1904.  This  issue  of  bonds  bore  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  and 
one-half  per  cent. 

One  of  the  most  expensive  damage  suits  brought  against  the  county  by 
reason  of  defective  bridges  was  the  case  of  Thomas  F.  Jones  vs.  Shelby 
County,  the  judgment  in  which,  together  with  the  costs,  amounted  to 
$4,510.26,  which  was  ordered  paid  at  the  September,  1004,  session  of  the 
board. 

VOTING  PRECINCTS. 

On  September  15,  i8<>j,  a  new  voting  precinct  was  established  at  the 
town  of  Earling  to  be  known  as  Westphalia  precinct  No.  1.  The  remainder 
of  Westphalia  township  was  at  the  same  session  named  Westphalia  precinct 

No.  2, 

At  its  meeting  on  September  8.  1896,  upon  the  occasion  of  Harlan's  be- 
coming a  city  of  the  second  class,  the  council  having  divided  the  said  city  into 
four  wards.  Xos.  1.  2.  3  and  4.  and  having  established  voting  places  therein, 
the  lx>ard  of  supervisors  provided  that  each  of  said  wards  should  constitute 
a  voting  precinct,  and  further  provided  that  the  territory  of  Harlan  town- 
ship outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  Harlan  should  constitute  a  separate 
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voting  precinct,  to  be  known  as  Harlan  township  precinct.  The  polling  place 
for  the  voters  residing  in  Harlan  township  outside  of  the  city  of  Harlan  was 
fixed  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  basement  of  the  court  house.  This 
polling  place  is  now  east  of  Harlan. 

On  September  9,  1904,  the  board  of  supervisors  divided  Shelby  town- 
ship into  two  election  precincts  by  establishing  the  election  precinct  of  Ten- 
nant  in  the  north  part  of  the  township. 

COAL. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  on  September  3,  1877,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  bounty  of  one  thousand  dollars  should  be  offered  to  any  per- 
son or  company  for  the  discovery  of  a  three-foot  vein  of  good  coal  within 
the  limits  of  Shelby  county  capable  of  being  worked  to  advantage. 

So  late  as  January  7,  1897,  the  board  of  supervisors  passed  a  resolution 
offering  a  bonus  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  any  person  who  should  discover 
and  develop  in  this  county  a  vein  of  coal  not  less  than  three  feet  in  thickness 
and  at  a  depth  of  not  over  eight  hundred  feet. 

HAIL  STORMS. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  on  January  23.  1885,  it  was 
resolved  that,  whereas,  on  July  1$,  1884,  a  destructive  hail  storm  had  visited 
a  large  portion  of  Shelby  county,  in  many  instances  entirely  destroying  the 
crops,  rendering  the  owners  unable  to  pay  their  taxes  for  the  year  1884.  said 
time  for  the  payment  of  said  taxes  should  be  extended  to  September  15,  1885. 
without  penalty  or  interest,  owners  suffering  a  loss  of  fifty  per  cent,  or  more, 
asking  an  extension  of  time,  to  file  a  proper  affidavit. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  November  n,  1885.  a  similar  extension 
of  time,  to  September  15,  1886,  covering  taxes  of  1884  and  1885,  was  made, 
it  appearing  that  there  had  !>een  during  the  summer  of  1885  another  destruc- 
tive hail  storm. 

It  appears  that  at  the  January,  1887,  session  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
taxes  of  residents  of  Westphalia  and  Douglas  townships,  losing  crops  in  the 
hail  storm  of  1886,  were  either  remitted  or  the  time  for  payment  thereof 
extended. 
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TAX  FERRETS. 

On  November  12,  iqoo.  the  board  of  supervisors  employed  M.  D.  Toof 
to  discover  and  report  property  subject  to  taxation,  negligently  or  unlaw- 
fully omitted,  and  allowed  him  lis  teen  p«*r  cent,  of  all  sums  collected. 

On  June  7,  1910,  the  firm  of  K.  W.  Moir  &  Company  was  employed  to 
discover  taxable  property  subject  to  taxation  and  unlisted  on  a  basis  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  all  taxes  collected,  payable  to  the  tax  collector. 

SUPERVISOR  DISTRICTS. 

At  its  meeting  June  11.  i8<j2,  the  l>oard  of  supervisors,  by  resolution, 
decided  that  the  several  supervisor  districts  theretofore  established  should 
Ix*  abolished,  and  that  on  and  after  said  date  the  supervisors  should  be  elected 
by  the  county  as  a  whole. 

DRAINAGE  DITCHES. 

On  December  30,  I909,  the  first  drainage  petition  to  be  presented  to  the 
l>oard  in  Shelby  county,  asking  for  a  drainage  ditch,  was  presented  by  Albert 
A.  Mitchell  and  others,  asking  for  the  construction  of  a  ditch  from  Defiance 
to  Harlan     No  action,  however,  was  taken  at  the  time. 

On  June  7.  1910.  the  board  of  supervisors  established  the  first  drainage 
ditch,  designating  the  same  as  drainage  ditch  No.  I,  which  contemplated  the 
straightening  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Xishnabotna  river  between  Harlan 
and  Defiance,  beginning  at  Defiance  and  running  in  a  southerly  direction,  a 
distance  of  about  five  to  six  miles. 

Subsequently  other  drainage  ditches  have  been  established,  whereby  the 
said  drainage  ditch  has  been  constructed  from  a  point  slightly  northeast  of 
Defiance  to  Harlan  and  thence  i>  now  (Octolvr,  1914)  constructed  almost 
to  the  south  line  of  Center  township,  straightening  the  stream  between  Har- 
lan and  Avoca.  The  ditch  now  under  construction  is  being  excavated  by  the 
Lana  Construction  Company  of  Council  Bluffs,  with  YY.  D.  Young  as  fore- 
man, and  lies  in  drainage  district  No.  6. 

The  first  ditch,  beginning  at  Defiance,  was  constructed  by  the  Hamlin 
Construction  Company  of  Chicago,  with  T.  L.  Gatke  as  foreman.  The  pres- 
ent ditch  runs  a  few  feet  east  of  the  old  Chatbum  mill  and  of  course  de- 
stroyed the  water  power  which  for  almost  half  a  century  had  done  the  grind- 
ing of  this  mill. 
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In  191 3  another  drainage  district  was  established  in  Clay  township  for 
the  purpose  of  straightening  a  portion  of  Indian  creek  and  the  drainage  of 
lands  bordering  thereon.  This  djtch  begins  in  section  5  and  runs  to  the 
south  boundary  line  of  section  32,  of  Clay  township.  The  drainage  district 
containing  this  improvement  is  known  as  drainage  district  No.  7.  The  ditch 
is  being  constructed  by  the  Lana  Construction  Company  of  Council  Bluffs. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

The  county  judges  of  Shelby  county,  beginning  with  1854,  were:  Mansel 
Wicks,  David  Baughman,  H.  A.  Tarkington,  David  Baughman,  William 
Wyland,  Samuel  Dewell.  Nelson  Ward,  L.  Woods,  Nathan  Lindsey,  H.  C. 
Holcomb. 

The  names  of  the  county  auditors  of  Shelby  county,  beginning  with 
1869,  to  date,  are:  H.  C.  Holcomb,  John  H.  Louis,  Washington  Wyland, 
John  H.  Louis,  D.  F.  Paul,  J.  W.  Harrod,  J.  W.  French,  T.  C.  Ford,  S.  G. 
Dunmore,  George  S.  Croft,  All>ert  Hansen,  E.  A.  Schell. 

The  names  of  the  drainage  commissioners,  beginning  with  1854,  are: 
Adam  Cuppy,  C.  C.  Culver.  Mansel  Wicks,  W,  S.  Brown.  George  W.  Taylor, 
William  Howlett,  Jr. 

The  names  of  the  prosecuting  attorneys,  beginning  with  1854,  to  1857. 
are :  James  \\rard,  Nelson  Ward,  W'arren  L.  Brown,  M.  P.  Bull.  These 
men  were  not  members  of  the  bar  and  had  few  duties  to  perform.  For  a 
great  many  years  following  the  earliest  period  of  county  prosecuting  attor- 
neys, there  was  a  system  of  district  attorneys — that  is,  an  attorney  at  law, 
called  the  district  attorney,  went  from  one  county  seat  to  another,  much  as 
the  district  and  circuit  court  judges  did.  appearing  before  the  different  county 
grand  juries,  examining  witnesses  before  them,  drawing  indictments,  and 
conducting  the  trial  of  persons  charged  with  the  commission  of  crime. 
Among  the  men  who,  in  the  early  days,  came  to  Harlan  in  such  capacity  were 
Major  A.  R.  Anderson.  A.  B.  Thornell.  and  perhaps  others. 

In  1886  the  present  county  attorney  system  was  provided  for  and  the 
names  of  the  county  attorneys,  to  date,  beginning  with  the  year  1887.  are: 
T.  H.  Smith,  J.  B.  Whitney.  T.  R.  Mockler.  C.  11.  Whitney.  Frank  S.  Car- 
roll, W.  B.  Rowland,  Frank  S.  Carroll,  F.  S.  White  and  John  l\  Hertert. 

Beginning  in  1858.  the  names  of  the  county  superintendents  of  schools 
arc:  David  Baughman,  S.  Dewell.  F.  G.  Clark.  John  Young.  James  M. 
Woods,  Barney  Hindsall.  1\  C.  Truman,  Caleb  Smith.  A.  X.  Buckman.  M. 
D.  Bridgeman.  W.  W.  Girton.  Mrs.  M.  F.  Downey.  W.  K.  Colburn,  C.  F. 
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Swift.  J.  D.  Dunlavy.  Paul  Petersen.  J.  B.  Shorett,  George  A.  Luxford, 
Magnus  C.  Petersen.  Rose  M.  Parker 

In  the  late  fifties  the  office  of  cuiuitv  assessor  existed.  Among  the  men 
who  held  this  office  were  W.  L.  Brown  and  Adam  Brandt 

The  names  of  the  surveyors  of  the  county,  beginning  with  1854,  are: 
James  Perry.  Abraham  Rubcndall,  Samuel  Dewell.  Charles  F.  Forbes.  Samuel 
Dewcll,  Christian  Goodyear,  T  A.  Haycook,  Abraham  Rubendall.  P.  C. 
Truman.  Charles  W.  Day,  W.  L.  Brown.  Washington  Wyland,  P.  C  Tru- 
man, E.  V.  Grecnlcaf.  Washington  Wyland.  ().  I*.  Plum.  C.  L.  Miller,  J.  K. 
P.  Baker,  Peter  Herkcnrath.  W.  J.  Wicks.  Peter  I.  Petersen,  Washington 
Wyland,  Peter  I.  Petersen.  Washington  Wyland.  Peter  I.  Petersen,  J.  W. 
Miller,  also  tilled  the  office  for  some  time. 

The  county  treasurers.  beginning  with  1854.  arc:  Alexander  McCord. 
William  Gedney.  William  Wyland.  George  Benjamin.  M.  H.  Adams,  C.  J. 
Wyland,  Thomas  McDonald.  J.  W.  llarrod.  R.  M  Pomeroy.  W.  F.  Cleve- 
land. J.  H.  Kuhl,  Alexander  Prilchard.  E.  M.  Hertert.  W.  A.  Lessenger,  H. 
P.  Hack,  George  H.  Miller,  J.  T.  Newby. 

The  office  of  county  recorder,  until  tW>j.  was  combined  with  that  of 
county  treasurer,  so  that  the  foregoing  list  of  county  treasurers  is  the  list 
also  of  the  county  recorders  up  to  1X04.  The  names  of  the  county  record- 
ers, beginning  with  1864,  are:  M.  II.  Adams,  John  Gish.  Benjamin  I.  Kin- 
sey.  G.  M.  Couffer,  F.  A.  Holcomb.  A.  II.  Holcomb.  I".  E.  Benson.  B.  B. 
Mastick.  A.  IE  Tingle.  Frank  W  Parker.  George  F.  Keller,  Tames  A.  Ouinn. 
R.  L.  Kent,  C.  M.  Christensen,  George  E.  Stewart,  Henry  F.  Wunder. 

The  names  of  the  sheriffs  of  Shelby  county,  beginning  with  1854,  are: 
Milton  M.  Bcelx*.  Albert  Crandall,  Isaac  Wyland.  Milton  Stanton,  Washing- 
ton Wyland,  Albert  Crandall.  E.  D.  Sunderland.  T.  W.  Chatburn.  Christian 
Goodyear,  William  H.  Burk.  E.  Sweat.  John  D.-Eong.  J.  W.  Martin,  George 
E.  Bennett,  IE  W.  Patterson.  E  J.  Trowbridge,  George  S.  Rainbow,  Jonas 
Clark,  A.  J.  Savage,  David  W.  Stewart.  Stod  S.  Wick.  J.  J.  McMahon  and 
C  W.  McNaughton. 

The  names  of  the  county  coroners,  beginning  with  1855.  are:  Franklin 
Rudd.  Lewis  Jackson.  D.  H.  Randall,  O.  E.  Holcomb.  Elias  Monroe,  L.  D. 
Sunderland,  Martin  Polland.  R.  M  Smith.  T.  W.  Winters.  A.  NT.  Stamm, 
Caleb  Smith.  IE  Seeks.  F.  A.  Bayer.  George  Bennett.  ]  W.  Chatburn.  N.  H. 
Burks.  Dr.  A.  H.  Burks.  S.  H.  Watters.  E.  J.  Smith.  J.  W.  Chatburn.  N. 
Jasper  Jones.  E.  L.  Cook.  E.  A.  Moore. 

The  clerks  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  beginning  with  1854.  are: 
Vinson  G.  Perkins.  E.  B.  Holcomb.  E.  G.  Tubbs.  O.  E.  Holcomb.  H.  C.  Hoi- 
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comb,  A.  M.  Louis,  H.  C.  Holcornb,  G.  D.  Ross,  H.  C.  Holcomb,  W.  J. 
Davis,  Hugh  Harrod.  O.  P.  Wyland,  S.  B.  Morrissey,  W.  E.  Cooper,  H.  V. 
Yackey,  William  Hayes,  Harry  E.  Swain,  Gaillard  K.  Swift. 

BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held  on  January  7, 
1 861.  The  board  at  that  time  was  composed  of  C.  F.  H.  Forbes,  of  Harlan 
township;  Abraham  Rubendall,  of  Fairview  township;  F.  G.  Clarke,  of  Jack- 
son township;  John  B.  Swain,  of  Grove  township. 

Prior  to  187 1,  the  board  of  supervisors  was  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  of  the  civil  townships.  The  board  of  1870  had  the  largest  num- 
ber of  members,  as  follows:  William  Wyland.  Jackson  township;  John  H. 
Louis,  Fairview  township;  O.  A.  Gibbs,  Harlan  township;  T.  W.  Winters, 
Indian  Creek  (Clay)  township;  B.  T.  Homer,  Galland's  Grove  (Grove) 
township;  H.  Halliday,  Cass  township.  The  names  of  the  men  chosen  as 
members  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  to  date,  are  as  follows :  F.  G.  Clarke, 
A.  Rubendall,  Mansel  Wicks,  A.  Roundy,  James  M.  Long,  Jacob  Shaffer, 
William  W.  Reed,  J.  J.  Miller,  Leander  Hack,  Ralph  Jenkins,  William  Wy- 
land, J.  M.  Malick,  W.  L.  Brown,  T.  W.  Winters,  James  Hawkins,  N.  W. 
Babcock,  John  H.  Louis.  J.  W.  Chatburn,  John  B.  Swain,  John  A.  Mcin- 
tosh, Braffbrd  Johnston,  William  Askwith.  Horace  Beckley,  John  Fritz,  L. 
Shorett,  George  F.  Brigham.  Merrills  Barton,  John  A.  Freas,  G.  S.  Gibbs, 
Joseph  H.  Kuhl,  Lewis  Waterbury,  George  Eokars,  D.  C.  Cooper,  T.  B. 
Olson,  Fred  Loehr,  Joshua  Brindley,  Ed  Quinn,  Thomas  McCoid,  J.  W. 
Morgan,  W.  J.  Williams,  E.  M.  Lewis,.  W.  H.  Keairnes,  E.  O.  Corey,  J.  C. 
Buckman,  Theodore  Anstinc,  D.  L.  Edwards.  P.  H.  Ruffcorn,  Henry  Priester, 
G.  A.  Justice,  Charles  Esher,  Jr.,  Arthur  Pryor,  C.  P.  Jacobsen,  George  E. 
Miller,  Hans  Brodersen,  and  N.  H.  Johnson,  supervisor-elect. 


(14) 


CHAPTER  X. 

UNITED  STATES  SI  KVFVS  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

Most  of  the  United  States  surveys  of  Shelby  county  were  made  in  the 
early  fifties.  One  township  line,  however,  was  surveyed  so  early  as  Novem- 
ber, 1848,  by  James  M.  Marsh.  This  was  the  line  which  forms  the  north 
boundary  of  Shelby,  Fairview.  Monroe  and  Clav  townships.  The  boundary 
lines  of  Jefferson,  Greeley,  Union.  Grove,  Washington,  Westphalia.  Douglas. 
Polk,  and  all  except  the  south  boundary  lines  of  Jackson.  Harlan  (now 
Center),  Lincoln  and  Cass,  wen-  surveyed  by  Alex  Anderson  in  185 1  and 
1852.  The  boundary  lines,  except  on  the  north  of  Clay,  Monroe  and  Fair- 
view  townships,  were  run  bv  J.  P.  Conkey  in  1851.  The  west  and  south  lines 
of  Shelby  township  were  run  by  S.  V.  Davis  in  September,  1851.  The  sur- 
vey of  the  various  townships  included  also  the  work  of  the  sub-dividing 
deputies,  who  surveyed  the  sections  and  set  the  corner  stones,  or  monuments. 
The  township  of  Jefferson  was  sub-divided  by  R.  11.  Warden,  in  June,  1853, 
ami  the  townships  of  Greeley,  Union.  Westphalia.  Douglas  and  Polk  were 
sub-divided  by  Charles  McDonald  in  1853  and  1851.  Grove  township  was 
sub-divided  by  David  J.  Sale  in  October.  1852.  Washington  township  aprf 
Cass  township  were  sub-divided  by  Alex  Anderson  in  185 1.  Jackson,  Cen- 
ter and  Lincoln  townships  were  sub-divided  by  Adam  Perry,  the  survey  of 
Jackson  being  made  in  May.  1853.  The  survey  of  the  other  tow  nships  is  not 
stated,  but  was  probably  about  the  same  time.  The  townships  of  Clay.  Mon- 
roe and  Fairview  were  sub-divided  by  W.  fl  Henderson  in  1851.  Shelby 
township  was  sub-divided  in  Septenilier,  18^1.  by  K.  S.  Norris. 

Reference  to  the  maps  and  plats,  made  by  these  surveyors  at  a  time  when 
Shelby  county  was  wild,  indeed,  reveals  but  few  matters  of  general  interest. 
The  largest  body  of  water  marked  on  any  of  the  township  maps  or  plats  was 
a  marsh  in  Jackson  township,  which  is  shown  in  parts  of  sections  27,  28  ami 
34,  probably  a  mile  or  more  in  length.  The  surveyor  records  the  fact  that 
the  water  of  this  marsh  was  twelve  inches  deep.  Practically  all  of  that  land 
is  now  under  cultivation,  growing  great  crops  01"  corn.  Very  numerous  areas 
of  swamp  lands  were  show  n  in  Union  and  Westphalia  townships.  This  land, 
too.  is  now  all  under  cultivation,  practically,  and  affords  little  indication  of 
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how  wet  and  swampy  it  was  in  the  fifties.  Large  sloughs  were  indicated  in 
the  northwest  part,  and  also  in  the  southwest  part,  of  Washington  township. 
A  big  slough  was  also  shown  in  the  southeast  part  of  section  26,  in  the  north- 
east part  of  section  35  and  in  the  northwest  part  of  section  36  in  Cass  town- 
ship. Some  springs  in  Center  township,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  above 
the  forks  of  the  Botna  northeast  of  Harlan,  on  the  east  side  of  the  east  branch, 
above  the  old  residence  of  H.  Baughn,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  sur- 
veyor sufficiently  to  cause  the  location  of  them  to  be  platted  by  him. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  CIVIL  TOWNSHIPS. 

It  should  be  remembered  by  the  reader  that  the  word  township  is  used 
in  two  senses :  in  one  it  refers  to  a  definite  territory  in  a  county,  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  civil  government  and,  therefore,  called  the  civil  township;  in 
another  sense  there  is  the  congressional  township,  the  boundaries  of  which 
conform  to  the  United  States  land  surveys.  The  congressional  townships  of 
Shelby  county,  for  instance,  are  described  as  townships  78,  79,  80  and  81 
north,  and  by  ranges  37,  38,  39  and  40  west.  The  north  row  of  townships 
are  designated  as  townships  81  north;  the  next  row  below,  80  north;  the  next 
row,  79  north,  and  the  south  tier  of  townships  as  78  north.  The  first  row  of 
townships,  beginning  at  the  east  side  of  the  county,  arc  known  as  range  37; 
the  next  row  of  townships  north  and  south,  as  range  38;  the  next  as  range 
39  and,  of  course,  the  last  range  40. 

The  congressional  townships  of  Shelby  county,  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  Iowa,  arc  numbered  consecutively  north  from  what  is  called  the  base  line, 
running  east  and  west  near  the  city  of  Little  Rock.  Arkansas,  and  the  ranges 
or  tiers  of  townships  running  west  are  numbered  consecutively  from  what 
is  known  as  the  5th  principal  meridian,  which  runs  north  and  south  across 
the  state  of  Iowa,  through  Muscatine  county,  along  the  western  boundary  of 
Scott,  Clinton  and  Jackson  counties  and  through  Dubuque  county.  To  illu- 
strate: Jefferson  township  is  township  81  north,  and  range  37  west — in  other 
words.  Jefferson  township  is  the  81st  township  north  of  the  base  line  in 
Arkansas  and  the  37th  township  west  of  the  5th  principal  meridian  above 
described  running  across  eastern  Iowa. 

At  first,  of  course,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  county  was  sparsely  settled, 
the  civil  townships  were  very  large  and  frequently  included  many  of  the 
congressional  townships.  At  present,  of  course,  the  boundaries  of  the  civil 
townships  with  a  few  exceptions  coincide  with  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
gressional townships.    At  first  the  civil  townships  were  established  by  order 


Digitized  by  Google 


212 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


of  the  county  judge,  who  usually  acted  upon  petition  of  citizens,  although  he 
had  the  power  apparently  to  divide  townships  without  the  presentation  of  a 
petition  to  him.  Later  the  board  of  county  supervisors  established  new  town- 
ships. 

The  first  sub-division  of  the  county,  for  the  purpose  of  government,  was 
made  in  1854,  by  County  Judge  James  M.  Butler.  His  entry  is  very  indefinite 
and  without  designating  boundaries,  divides  "the  county  of  Shelby  into  two 
townships  for  the  purpose  of  holding  elections  in  the  same,  which  precincts 
are  known  as  Galland's  Grove  precinct  and  the  Southern  precinct." 

On  April  9,  1859.  County  Judge  H.  A.  Tarkington  divided  Round  town- 
ship into  three  townships,  as  follows: 

All  that  part  thereof  lying  south  of  the  correction  line  which,  therefore, 
included  the  present  townships  of  Clay,  Monroe,  Fairview  and  Shelby,  to  be 
known  as  "Perrin"  township.  Judge  Tarkington  fixed  the  place  of  voting  in 
said  township  at  the  residence  of  Joseph  Bunnell,  and  directed  that  notice  of 
an  election  in  said  township  should  be  issued  to  Adam  Cuppy  for  posting. 
The  order  further  provided  that  all  that  part  of  Round  township  bounded  by 
commencing  at  the  southwest  corner  of  section  31,  in  township  79,  range  40 
(Cass  township),  running  thence  east  to  the  southeast  corner  of  section  36. 
in  township  79,  range  38  (Center  township),  thence  north  to  the  northeast 
corner  of  section  25  of  said  township,  and  range  thence  to  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  section  27,  thence  north  to  the  north  line  of  the  county,  thence  west  to 
the  northeast  corner  of  Galland's  Grove  township,  thence  south  to  the  south- 
east corner  of  Galland's  Grove  township,  thence  west  to  the  west  side  of 
Shelby  county,  thence  south  to  the  place  of  beginning,  should  be  thereafter 
known  as  Harlan  township,  and  that  the  place  of  election  should  be  at  Harlan 
and  that  notices  thereof  should  be  posted  In  William  Henderson.  The  order 
provided  that  the  remainder  of  Round  township  should  thereafter  be  and 
remain  known  as  Round  township,  and  that  the  place  of  election  therein 
should  be  at  Wyland's  mill  in  Bowman's  Grove,  and  that  Washington 
Wyland  should  post  notices  of  said  election,  which,  in  each  case,  was  to  be 
held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October.  1859. 

On  September  5,  1859.  Judge  Tarkington  in  answer  to  a  petition  signed 
by  sixteen  citizens  of  Round  township,  ordered  that  a  new  township,  to  be 
known  as  Fairview.  should  be  formed  of  township  78  north  and  ranges  37, 
38.  39  and  40  (the  present  townships  of  Shelby,  Fairview,  Monroe  and  Clay). 

On  September  3.  1859,  Judge  Tarkington.  in  accordance  with  a  petition, 
ordered  that  Fairview  township  be  again  made  a  part  of  Round  township. 

On  February  in,  i860,  changes  were  made  by  Judge  William  Wyland 
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in  the  boundaries  of  the  townships,  so  that  thereafter  Galland's  Grove  town- 
ship should  be  composed  of  township  81,  ranges  38,  39  and  40  (Grove;  Union 
and  Greeley),  and  the  north  half  of  township  80,  ranges  39  and  40  (Wash- 
ington and  Westphalia). 

The  order  further  provided  that  Round  township  should  thereafter  be 
composed  of  township  78,  ranges  37,  38,  39  and  40  (Shelby,  Fairview,  Mon- 
roe and  Clay),  and  township  79,  ranges  37,  38,  39  and  40  (Jackson,  Center, 
Lincoln  and  Cass),  and  township  80,  ranges  37  and  38  (Polk  and  Douglas), 
and  the  south  half  of  39  and  40  (  Westphalia  and  Washington),  and  township 
81,  range  37  (Jefferson). 

On  September  3,  i860,  Judge  Wyland  subdivided  Round  township  into 
three  new  townships,  to  be  known  as  Harlan,  Fairview  and  Jackson.  The 
order  provided  that  Harlan  township  should  be  composed  of  the  west  half 
of  townships  79  and  80,  range  38  (Center  and  Douglas),  and  the  south  half 
of  township  8o,  ranges  39  and  40  (Westphalia  and  Washington),  and  town- 
ship 79,  ranges  39  and  40  (Lincoln  and  Cass),  making  in  all  four  congress- 
ional townships. 

Under  this  order,  Fairview  township  was  to  be  composed  of  township 

78,  ranges  37,  38,  39,  and  40  (the  present  southern  tier  of  townships),  making 
in  all  four  congressional  townships. 

Jackson  township,  by  this  order,  was  to  be  composed  of  townships  79, 
80  and  81,  range  37  (Jackson,  Polk  and  Jefferson),  and  the  east  half  of  town- 
ship 79  and  80,  range  38  (Center  and  Douglas),  making  in  all  four  con- 
gressional townships. 

The  order  further  provided  that  the  first  election  in  Harlan  township 
should  be  held  at  the  school  house  in  the  town  of  Harlan  on  the  Tuesday  next 
after  the  first  Monday  in  November,  i860,  and  further  provided  that  William 
Henderson  should  post  notices  of  said  election ;  that  the  election  in  Fairview 
township  should  be  held  at  the  Custer  school  house  on  the  same  date,  and 
that  Leander  Hack  should  post  notices  thereof ;  that  the  first  election  in  Jack- 
son township  should  be  held  at  the  school  house  then  known  as«  sub-district 
No.  1  of  Round  township  (Longcor  school  house,  Bowman's  Grove),  and  that 
M.  Carlton  should  post  notices  thereof. 

On  September  16,  1867,  the  board  of  supervisors,  upon  petition,  ordered 
that  a  new  township,  to  be  known  as  "Indian  Creek,"  should  be  formed  from 
territory  theretofore  lying  within  Fairview  and  Jackson  townships.  The 
order  provided  that  the  new  township  should  include  township  78.  range  37 
(present  township  of  Gay),  and  sections  25-36.  both  inclusive,  in  township 

79,  range  37  (Jackson),  and  the  east  half  of  township  78,  range  38  (Monroe). 
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On  January  7,  1869,  upon  petition  of  Benjamin  L.  Leland  and  seventeen 
other  citizens,  the  hoard  of  supervisors  established  as  Cass  township  the  fol- 
lowing territory,  township  79,  range  40  (present  township  of  Cass),  and 
sections  6,  7,  17,  18,  19,  20,  29,  30.  31  and  32.  in  township  79,  range  39 
(Lincoln),  and  the  south  halt  of  township  80,  range  40  (Washington), 
and  sections  19,  20,  29,  30,  31  and  32.  in  township  80,  range  39  (Westphalia), 
and  provided  that  the  first  election  should  he  held  at  the  Iceland  school  house. 
Henry  Halliday  being  appointed  as  oiganizing  officer  of  the  new  township. 

On  September  6,  1870,  upon  petition  of  D.  B.  Pierce  and  twenty-four 
other  citizens,  the  board  of  supervisors  established  a  new  township  to  be 
known  as  Shelby  township,  composed  of  township  78.  range  40,  which  is  the 
present  township  of  Shelby.  This  action  is  interesting,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  the  first  time,  so  far  as  the  records  show,  that  the  boundaries  of 
a  civil  toumship  were  made  to  coincide  with  the  boundaries  of  a  single  con- 
gressional township.  The  rapid  settlement  of  the  county  at  this  time,  par- 
ticularly within  reach  of  the  market  towns  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad,  or  of 
the  Chicago  and  Northwestern,  hastened  the  formation  of  civil  townships, 
consisting  of  each  of  but  one  congressional  township. 

On  April  3,  1871.  the  board  of  supervisors  created  a  large  number  of 
new  civil  townships,  as  follows*  Jefferson,  to  include  township  81,  range 
37  (Jefferson  of  today),  and  township  81,  range  38  (Greeley)  ;  Washington, 
to  be  composed  of  township  80,  range  40  (Washington  of  today),  and  town- 
ship 80,  range  39  (Westphalia);  Lincoln,  to  be  composed  of  township  79. 
range  39.  which  is  the  present  township  of  Lincoln;  Douglas  to  be  composed 
of  township  80.  range  38.  which  is  the  present  township  of  Douglas:  Harlan, 
to  be  composed  of  township  79.  range  38,  which,  is  the  present  township  of 
Center  and  also  part  of  the  territory  lying  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
city  of  Harlan;  Polk  to  be  composed  of  township  80,  range  37,  which  is  the 
present  township  of  Polk. 

At  this  session  of  the  hoard  the  name  of  "Galland's  Grove"  township  was 
changed  to  that  of  "Grove"  township.  The  record  does  not  designate  any 
organizing  officers,  or  persons  directed  to  post  notices  of  any  elections  for 
the  new  townships  above  named. 

On  September  4.  1871,  the  board  of  supervisors  provided  that  township 
81,  range  39,  should  be  detached  from  Grove  township,  and  be  thereafter 
known  as  Union  township.  John  Flaugher  was  appointed  organizing  officer 
for  this  township. 
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Another  interesting  order,  made  on  September  4,  1871,  by  the  board  of 
supervisors,  was  the  appointment  of  Lysander  Sweat  as  organizing  officer  for 
Jackson  township,  which,  by  reason  of  the  creation  of  new  townships,  had 
been  left  without  an  organization  for  election  purposes. 

On  January  7.  1873,  upon  petition  of  forty-two  citizens  of  Clay  and 
Fairview  townships,  the  board  of  supervisors  created  the  new  township  of 
Monroe,  composing  township  78,  range  38,  which  is  the  present  township  of 
that  name.  Brafford  Johnston,  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  was  appointed  organizing 
officer  for  the  new  township. 

On  June  2,  1874,  upon  petition,  township  80,  range  39,  was  set  off  as  a 
civil  township,  to  be  known  as  Sumner  township.  Joseph  Kuhl  was  ap- 
pointed organizing  officer  for  said  township. 

On  this  June  2,  1874,  the  board  ordered  that  township  81,  range  38.  be 
set  off  as  a  civil  township,  to  be  known  as  Greeley. 

On  April  5,  1875,  upon  petition,  the  board  of  supervisors  changed  the 
name  of  Sumner  township  to  Westphalia  township. 

At  the  session  of  the  board  held  January  22,  1891,  the  board,  on  petition 
of  a  number  of  citizens,  adopted  a  resolution  providing  the  boundary  line 
between  Harlan  and  Lincoln  townships  should  be  changed  so  as  to  include 
in  Harlan  township  the  east  half  of  section  3  in  Lincoln  township  and  fixing 
the  boundary  tetween  said  townships. 

On  January  7,  1899,  the  board  of  supervisors,  acting  on  a  petition  of 
voters  of  Harlan  township,  passed  a  resolution  dividing  Harlan  township 
into  two  townships ;  that  lying  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Har- 
lan to  be  known  .as  Harlan  township,  and  that  lying  without  said  limits  to 
be  known  as  Bryan  township.  At  the  April,  1899,  session  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  one  hundred  and  three  voters  of  Bryan  township  requested  that 
the  name  of  the  township  be  changed  from  Bryan  to  Center,  which 
change  was  accordingly  made,  at  the  June  session  of  the  board. 

On  September  7,  1900,  the  board  of  supervisors  made  certain  changes 
in  the  boundaries  of  the  civil  townships  of  Jefferson  and  Greeley  by  attaching 
to  Jefferson  that  portion  of  Greeley  township,  included  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  town  of  Irwin. 

EARLY  AND  LATER  TOWNSHIP  GOVERNMENT. 

Unfortunately  very  few  of  the  present  township  clerks  have  in  their 
possession  the  earliest  records  of  their  respective  townships.  The  author, 
therefore,  has  been  unable  to  secure  the  very  earliest  history  of  many  of  the 
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townships  From  the  few  secured,  it  may  be  said  that  the  townships  were 
organized  by  an  organizing  officer,  appointed  in  the  earliest  days  of  the 
county  by  the  county  judge,  and  later  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  This 
organizing  officer,  under  the  law.  was  directed  to  post  notices  of  the  time 
and  place  of  an  election  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  township  clerk,  trustees, 
justices  of  the  peace,  constables  and  an  assessor.  He  was  also  directed  to 
organize  a  board  of  election  \\y  administering  the  oath  to  the  clerks  and 
judges  thereof. 

SHELBY  TOWNSHIP. 

For  instance,  from  the  first  of  the  township  records  of  Shelby  township, 
it  appears  that  J.  P.  McEwen,  organizing  officer  for  that  township,  posted 
notices  of  an  election  to  be  held  "at  the  depot  building  at  Shelby  station  on 
Tuesday,  October  II,  1870,"  and  that  on  this  date  the  electors  of  the  pro- 
posed township  met,  elected  J.  M.  Wood,  chairman,  and  chose  D.  B.  Pierce, 
James  Hawkins  and  William  Mack,  judges  of  election,  and  Charles  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin and  J.  P.  McEwen  clerks.  The  following  persons  were  elected 
as  the  first  officers  of  the  township:  Township  clerk,  J.  P.  McEwen;  trus- 
tees, James  Hawkins,  D.  B.  Pierce,  Charles  J.  McLaughlin:  justices  of  the 
peace,  Alexander  Thompson,  who  did  not  qualify,  and  D.  B.  Pierce,  who  did. 
For  constables,  David  N.  Andrews  was  elected  but  failed  to  give  bond,  and 
J.  M.  White,  who  did  not  qualify.    Nathaniel  Law  son  was  chosen  assessor. 

On  February  23,  1871,  the  township  trustees  divided  the  district  town- 
ship (school  township)  into  two  sub-districts,  number  one  consisting  of  sec- 
tions 1  to  18,  inclusive,  and  number  two  the  rest  of  the  township.  On  April 
ii,  1 87 1,  the  trustees  ordered  that  the  entire  township  constitute  one  road 
district  and  levied  a  three-mill  tax  for  road  purposes,  and  further  provided 
that  for  road  work  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  should  be  allowed  a  man  for  a 
day's  work  and  three  dollars  for  a  man,  team  and  the  use  of  such  tools  as 
the  road  supervisors  might  direct.  At  the  same  time  one  hundred  dollars, 
or  as  much  thereof  as  necessary,  was  appropriated  to  repair  Silver  Creek 
bridge,  the  bridge  over  Keg  creek,  bridge  and  culvert  and  ditches  in  Mc- 
Laughlin's slough,  also  culvert  in  Shelby  slough.  On  May  3,  187 1,  Clerk 
McEwen  appointed  John  E.  Edwards  road  supervisor.  On  October  2.  1871, 
fourteen  dollars  was  appropriated  for  ditching  the  slough  on  the  south  half 
of  section  21  on  a  line  of  road  petitioned  for  by  Alexander  Davis,  and  at 
this  meeting  it  was  also  ordered  that  the  township  be  divided  into  two  road 
districts. 
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It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  most  of  the  townships  of  the  county  had  an 
organization  history  similar  to  that  of  Shelby  township,  to-wit : 

An  election  of  the  voters  duly  called,  the  choosing  of  township  officers, 
the  eventual  division  of  the  township  into  sub-districts  for  school  purposes, 
the  establishment  of  road  districts,  and  the  levy  of  taxes  for  road,  bridge  and 
school  purposes. 

galland's  grove  (grove)  township. 

The  oldest  township  record  in  the  county  is  that  of  Galland's  Grove 
township.  The  first  entry  in  the  clerk's  record  is  a  description  of  the  bound- 
aries of  the  township.  The  next  entry,  under  date  of  April  7,  1854,  Eli 
Fouts,  township  clerk,  certifies  that  at  an  election  held  at  the  house  of 
Solomon  Hancock  on  Monday,  April  3,  1854,  Sidney  Rudd  and  Samuel  S. 
Thornton  were  elected  constables  for  the  township.  The  next  entry  is  a 
certificate  over  the  names  of  Abel  Galland  and  Medad  Thompson,  "town- 
ship commissioners,"  that  on  February  20,  1854,  the  trustees  had  met  to 
appraise  section  16  (school  land)  of  the  township,  and  that  they  appraised 
part  thereof  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  ( Tt  will  be  recalled 
that  Abel  Galland  was  the  first  settler  of  Shelby  county.)  The  next  entry, 
under  date  of  February  24,  1854,  deals  with  the  appraisement  of  certain 
school  land  by  William  H.  Jordan  and  Medad  Thompson.  Under  date  of 
June  9,  1854,  Eli  Fonts,  township  clerk,  certifies  to  the  appointment  by  him 
of  Solomon  Hancock,  John  Rudd  and  Benjamin  Crandall  to  the  office  of 
trustees  of  the  township.  Under  date  of  June  10,  1854,  he  likewise  certifies 
to  the  appointment  by  the  trustees  of  William  Vanausdall  as  assessor  of  the 
township  for  the  year  1854,  and  that  the  appointee  gave  bond,  with  Wash- 
ington Roundy  and  Asahel  Roundy  as  sureties. 

The  second  election  to  which  he  certifies  was  held  on  April  2.  1855,  at 
which  L.  G.  Tubbs  and  Uriah  Roundy  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace; 
Albert  Crandall  and  Sidney  Rudd.  constables:  Ethel  (Ethiel)  P.  Bro>\»n. 
Benjamin  Homer  and  Benjamin  Crandall.  trustee*;  Oliver  E.  Holcomb. 
clerk:  Lewis  Jackson,  supervisor  of  roads,  and  David  Baughman,  assessor. 
Other  persons  chosen  to  township  office  up  to  and  including  i860  were: 
John  F.  West.  John  C.  Buchanan,  James  M.  Butler.  W.  G.  Johnson,  Andrew 
Blunt,  Martin  Williams,  Alexander  McCord,  Joshua  Butler,  Warren  L. 
Brown,  G.  W.  Hedge,  J.  G.  Kime,  C.  C.  Culver,  John  A.  Mcintosh.  H.  I. 
Runnels,  C.  Williams,  M.  Williams,  S.  A.  Sidener,  George  Benjamin.  Seth 
Risley,  O.  S.  Gates,  Michael  Doyle.  Thomas  Binnell  and  George  Rounds. 
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Among  the  men  who  filled  township  offices  after  1860  might  l>e  men- 
tioned T.  I).  Pratt,  Joseph  Hinkle.  <ml  Hawley.  F.  J.  McXaughton,  John 
Young.  Thomas  Mct'oid,  X.  Shumate,  W.  Roundy,  H.  C.  McCuskey,  O.  E. 
Holcomb,  David  Terrill,  W.  M.  keairnes,  John  Joyce,  Ralph  Jenkins.  Fred 
B.  Shumate,  (i.  A.  Hansen.  L.  Mcl'oid,  K.  H.  Cartmchael.  C.  E.  Head.  \V. 
W.  Cook,  C.  \V.  McXaughton,  William  kleeb  and  others. 

Among  the  men  who  for  lon.u  periods  of  time  held  the  office  of  town- 
ship clerk  were  Michael  Doyle.  F.  J.  McXaughton  and  Joseph  Hinkle.  Mr. 
Doyle  was  clerk  of  his  township  for  almost  .twenty  years.  A  reference  to 
the  names  of  these  first  county  officers  will  show  that  several  of  the  persons 
named  subsequently  served  the  county  as  officers. 

By  1850  the  township  was  divided  into  three  road  districts.  The  first 
election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Solomon  Hancock;  the  second  at  the  house 
of  Lewis  Jackson,  and  the  third  at  the  house  of  B.  K.  Homer.  The  next 
election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Lewis  Jackson;  the  election  in  1857  at  the 
court  house  in  Shelby villc;  and  that  of  185S  at  the  same  place.  The  election 
on  April  4.  1859,  on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from 
Shelby ville  to  Harlan,  was  held  at  Manteno.  Shelbyvillc  received  forty-fani 
votes  and  Harlan  thirty-three. 

LINCOLN  TOWNSHIP. 

Among  the  earliest  officers  of  Lincoln  township  were  J.  CI.  Pierce,  T.  B. 
Olson.  J.  K.  C  ulver.  J.  T.  Wright,  James  C  asey.  A.  C.  W  ilcox,  L.  C.  Lewis. 
J.  \V.  Salter,  Henry  W  inder.  Charles  Escher,  J.  K.  Taylor,  John  Robinson, 
\V.  A.  Bacon.  David  Miller.  Jacob  Watland.  K.  H.  Frickson,  Peter  Schomer. 
H.  G.  Nichols  and  M.  S.  Bishop. 

UNION  TOWNSHIP. 

Among  the  earliest  officers  of  Union  township  were  A.  J.  Randall,  J.  J. 
Green,  Isaac  Hull.  Daniel  Try.  Hugh  Carmichael,  S.  J.  Loudenslager,  John 
Kingsbury,  J.  C.  Flaugher.  I.  L.  Ridenour,  S.  Bennett,  A.  B.  Palmer,  J.  L. 
Spielman,  John  McDonald.  G.  W.  Howell,  John  Shea.  Henry  Farr  and  J.  \V. 
Harrison.  In  October,  187J.  the  township  was  divided  into  two  road  dis- 
tricts. One  of  the  early  elections,  it  seems,  was  held  at  the  Willow  Creek 
school  house. 
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CASS  TOWNSHIP. 

Among  the  earliest  officers  of  Cass  township  were  Thomas  Bell,  David 
Hall,  Joseph  Seddon,  John  J.  Copeland,  B.  L.  Leland,  Henry  Halliday. 
Aimer  Copeland,  William  Askwith,  William  Buck,  Richard  Leytham,  A. 
Montgomery,  Isaac  J.  Copeland,  Jonathan  Bullard,  John  L.  Birks,  William 
Williams,  John  Doyle,  A.  W.  Askwith,  Thomas  Leytham,  John  G.  Clark, 
Peter  Korth,  Amos  Hellyer,  W.  B.  Wilmot,  W.  F.  D.  Brandon,  John  Hig- 
gins,  J.  Roland,  Chris  Gau,  John  Carter,  D.  W.  Brandon,  C.  Stewart,  Will- 
iam Clark,  John  Korth,  D.  F.  Paul  and  others. 

JACKSON  TOWNSHIP. 

The  earliest  Jackson  township  record  found  by  the  author  dates  from 
1 86 1.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  general  election  on  October  8,  1861,  was 
held  in  the  Longcor  school  house,  which  was  on  the  south  side  of  Bowman's 
Grove.  Among  the  early  officers  of  the  township  were  F.  G.  Clark,  William 
Wyland.  Edward  A.  Swaney,  John  R.  McConnell,  Henry  Wyland,  Jacob 
J.  Miller,  H.  F.  Dalton,  M.  Carlton,  Washington  Wyland,  P.  H.  Longojr, 
Isaac  P.  Wyland,  J.  P.  Stutsman,  Lysander  Sweat,  William  Foy,  Samuel 
Groves,  Alanson  Sweat,  Samuel  Boyd,  George  Swinehart,  L.  Woods.  B.  F. 
Blake,  Benjamin  Custer,  C.  J.  Wyland,  Elijah  Gish,  Martin  Obrecht,  Daniel 
Bowman,  John  C.  Harris,  H.  M.  Snyder,  C.  Goodyear,  James  Dunnington, 
X.  Duncan,  W.  W.  Cox,  H.  Ingalsbe.  T.  J.  Wyland,  E.  W.  Irwin,  W .  P. 
Kimball,  Solomon  Wyland,  George  McQueen,  P.  C.  Truman,  I.  W.  Beems, 
John  Fritz,  J.  R.  Boyd.  R.  T.  Blair.  J.  H.  Philson.  J.  W.  White,  J.  D.  Vande- 
burgh,  James  Watson,  John  Watson,  George  W.  Jenkins,  John  Nelson.  S. 
Heflin,  P.  Philson,  S.  Driscoll,  H.  C.  McConnell,  W.  T.  Plummer,  M.  H. 
Poling,  W.  A.  Gibbs,  H.  W.  Patterson,  John  Rasmussen,  A.  Rasmusscn. 
M.  F.  Kerwin  and  others. 

Tn  the  early  days  of  the  township,  Adam  Brandt  and  Washington  Wy- 
land appear  to  have  built  some  of  the  township  bridges.  On  October  7, 
1867,  the  trustees  provided  that  a  bridge  should  be  built  across  Elm  creek 
on  the  road  running*  from  Bowman's  Grove  to  Newtown  (the  forerunner  of 
'Avoca,  lying  a  mile  or  two  south  of  the  present  town).  It  also  appears  that 
the  township  trustees  were  providing  for  the  building  of  bridges  over  the 
Nishnal>otna  river.  One  of  these  provided  for  in  1867  was  over  the  Botna 
near  the  residence  of  H.  Folck.  living  then  on  what  was  later  known  as  the 
Harter  place.    This  bridge  was  probably  built  where  the  county  bridge  now 
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stands,  crossing  the  Botna  river  near  the  residence  of  Michael  Christiansen, 
in  Center  township.  In  1867  the  township  was  divided  into  four  road  dis- 
tricts, but  it  must  be  remembered  that  nt  this  time  Jackson  township  included 
several  congressional  townships. 

The  present  township  officers  of  the  various  townships  are  as  follows: 

JEFFERSON. 

T.  J.  Gawley,  Irwin,  H.  M.  West.  Manilla,  and  James  Fogarty,  Irwin, 
trustees;  Will  Kington,  Irwin,  clerk;  Frank  Crouch,  Irwin,  assessor;  R.  W. 
Xellis,  Irwin,  justice  of  the  peace:  J.  C.  Holmes  and  D.  M.  Miller,  Irwin, 
constables. 

GREELEY. 

Ross  Penniston.  Defiance.  William  James.  Astor,  and  W.  B.  Rank, 
Irwin,  trustees;  E.  E.  Shannon,  clerk;  A.  L.  Olson,  Irwin,  assessor;  no 
qualified  justice  of  the  peace;  no  qualified  constable. 

UNION. 

Peter  Hulsebus,  Defiance,  Xick  Langenfcld,  Barling,  and  Dell  Kings- 
bury, Defiance,  trustees;  George  Rewerts,  Defiance,  clerk;  Math  Schleier, 
Karling,  assessor;  H.  B.  Sony,  Defiance,  justice  of  the  peace;  H.  Wells. 
Defiance,  constable. 

GROVE. 

William  Baldwin,  William  Major  and  William  McLean,  all  of  Dunlap, 
trustees;  W.  H.  Redick,  Dunlap.  cleik;  Harry  Black,  Dunlap,  assessor;  Fred 
F.  Jackson,  Dunlap.  justice  of  the  peace;  Fred  Baber,  Dunlap,  constable. 

WASHINGTON. 

Henry  Arkfeld.  Panama.  Fred  Hoffman  and  Edwin  C.  Robertson,  of 
Panama,  trustees;  Eugene  Sullivan.  Panama,  clerk;  John  B.  Leuschen, 
Panama,  assessor;  C.  M.  Pagan,  Panama,  justice  of  the  peace;  Henry 
Potter.  Panama,  constable. 

WESTPHALIA. 

Joseph  Book,  Harlan.  Mike  Ran.  Fading,  and  M.  J.  Finken,  Earling, 
trustees;  Adam  Schmitz.  Westphalia,  clerk;  John  A.  Schwery,  Earling,  as- 
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sessor;  Adam  Schmitz,  Westphalia,  and  F.  W.  Wilwerding,  Earling,  justices 
of  the  peace;  no  qualified  constable. 

DOUGLAS. 

Lloyd  C.  Croft  and  Charles  Ferry,  Kirkrnan,  and  Fred  W.  Pickard, 
Harlan,  trustees;  C.  J.  Harris,  Kirkrnan,  clerk;  Fred  Koenig,  Kirkrnan, 
assessor;  M.  H.  Woods  and  E.  B.  Tucker,  of  Kirkrnan,  justices  of  the  peace; 
there  is  no  qualified  constable. 

POLK. 

Chris  J.  Larson,  C.  P.  Jacobson.  of  Irwin,  and  H.  S.  Peterson,  of 
Kirkrnan,  trustees;  James  Bristol,  Kirkrnan,  clerk;  Ole  Johnson,  of  Irwin, 
assessor;  Chris  Plagman,  Kirkrnan,  justice  of  the  peace;  no  qualified  con- 
stable. 

JACKSON. 

Chris  Polberg,  Harlan,  Fred  H.  Christensen,  Harlan,  and  Mathias 
Lorentzen,  Walnut,  trustees;  Hans  H.  Smith,  Harlan,  clerk;  John  J.  Christen- 
sen, Harlan,  assessor  ;  there  is  no  qualified  constable  or  justice  of  the  peace. 

CENTER. 

C.  R.  Gearhart,  G.  W.  Graves  and  W.  H.  Mayne,  all  of  Harlan,  trus- 
tees; J.  L.  Daws,  Harlan,  clerk;  O.  B.  Heflin,  Harlan,  assessor;  there  is  no 
qualified  constable  or  justice  of  the  peace. 

LINCOLN. 

E.  L.  Martin,  E.  H.  Erickson  and  J.  F.  Green,  Harlan,  trustees;  E.  F. 
Morris.  Harlan,  clerk;  H.  K.  Blakely.  Harlan,  assessor;  there  is  no  qualified 
justice  of  the  peace  or  constable  in  Lincoln  township. 

CASS. 

P.  J.  Herkenrath,  Portsmouth,  E.  T.  Lawrence,  Portsmouth,  and  Will- 
iam Meink,  Portsmouth,  trustees;  J.  J.  Herkenrath,  clerk;  H.  C.  Slavens, 
Portsmouth,  assessor;  no  justice  of  the  peace  qualified:  no  constable  qualified. 
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SHELBY. 

Henry  Fleming  and  Frank  Linn,  both  of  Shelby,  trustees;  Otto  H. 
Wimder,  Shelby,  clerk;  Fred  Peters,  assessor;  W.  H.  Brown,  Shelby,  justice 
of  the  peace;  George  W.  Ickes,  Shelby,  constable. 

MONROE. 

R.  J.  Curtis,  S.  R.  Stewart  and  J.  H.  Vinding,  all  of  Walnut,  trustees; 
B.  B.  Xisscn.  Walnut,  clerk:  Frank  Hanson,  Walnut,  assessor;  there  is  no 
qualified  constable  or  justice  of  the  peace. 

FAIRVIEW. 

A.  0.  Hay  ward  and  P.  B.  Klindt,  both  of  Avoca,  and  Frank  Rold,  Har- 
lan, trustees;  H.  C.  Karstens.  Avoca,  clerk;  P.  F.  Manuel,  Harlan,  assessor; 
no  qualified  justice  of  the  peace  or  constable. 

CLAY. 

G.  Anderson.  Marne,  Thomas  Christensen,  Elk  Horn,  and  George  Mc- 
Crorv.  Atlantic,  trustees;  William  Kolb,  Walnut,  clerk;  Jes  P.  Bengtsen. 
Marne.  assessor:  C.  S.  Christensen.  Elk  Horn,  justice  of  the  peace;  there  is 
no  qualified  constable. 
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CITIES,  TOWNS  AND  VILLAGES,  PAST  AND  PRESENT. 


VILLAGES  THAT   HAVE  VANISHED. 
SHELBYVILLE. 

The  first  county  seat  of  Shelby  county  was  named  Shelby ville  by  the 
state  Legislature  of  Iowa,  in  session  at  Iowa  City  in  1853.  It  was  not,  of 
course,  at  that  time  definitely  located,  but  the  Legislature  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  location  for  the  said  county  seat  to  be 
known  as  Shelbyville.  These  commissioners  were  William  Lovelady,  of 
Fremont  county,  James  Hardy,  of  Mills  county,  and  Solomon  Wheeler,  of 
Pottawattamie  county. 

Although  the  above  named  commissioners  were  named  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  fix  a  location  for  Shelbyville,  it  appears  that  the  village  was 
really  located  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Marshall  Turly,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  J.  F.  Vails,  of  Crawford  county,  and  Lorenzo  Butler,  of  Harrison 
county,  which  committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  site 
December  3,  1853,  by  Samuel  H.  Riddle,  judge  of  the  seventh  judicial  dis- 
trict at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  This  committee,  on  December  21,  1853,  met  at 
the  house  of  James  N.  Butler  and  selected  as  the  site  of  Shelbyville  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  27,  in  what  is  now  Grove  township. 

On  October  30,  1854,  W.  C  James,  Addison  Cochran,  H.  H.  Fowler, 
Henry  J.  Runnels  and  Andrew  Fouts  platted  the  site  of  Shelbyville,  and 
acknowledged  their  plat  before  Frank  Street,  county  judge.  The  plat  was 
approved  by  Mansel  Wicks,  county  judge,  on  February  5,  1855.  George  H. 
White  was  the  surveyor  of  the  land  covered  by  the  plat.  The  streets  of 
Shelbyville  were  named  Washington,  Pearl.  Main,  James  and  Jefferson  and 
the  cross  streets  were  designated  as  First.  Second.  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth. 
The  plat  also  provided  that  the  court  house  square  should  lie  between  Main 
and  Pearl  streets  and  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets.  Through  vote  of 
the  electors  of  Shelby  county,  by  a  majority  of  nine  votes,  at  an  election 
held  on  April  4.  1859,  Shelbyville  ceased  to  be  the  county  seat  and  Harlan 
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succeeded  Shelbyville,  which  soon  ceased  to  grow  and  residents  moved  their 
houses  away.  Some  years  ago  the  only  evidence  that  this  site  had  ever  been 
a  village  consisted  of  some  large  cottonwood  tree*  that  had  !>een  planted 
about  the  time  the  town  was  laid  out.  In  her  early  days  Shelbyville  was  on 
the  main  road  from  Harlan  to  Dunlap.  For  a  number  of  terms,  the  county 
and  district  courts  were  held  there.  It  had  a  court  house.  Some  of  the 
county  officers  had  offices  there,  at  least  at  intervals,  and  a  few  political 
speakers  spoke  at  Shelbyville.  From  1854  to  1800  Shelbyville  had  an  inter- 
esting existence  and  no  doubt  many  a  pioneer  yarn  was  spun  in  the  court 
room,  post  office  and  in  the  little  stores  of  the  time,  but  the  place  is  now  merely 
an  interesting  memory. 

BOM  IDA. 

The  land  which  constituted  the  site  of  what  might  be  termed  a  fore- 
runner of  Harlan,  the  village  of  Somida  (usually  called  Simoda.  however), 
was  platted  by  its  owner,  Milton  Heath,  and  his  wife.  Elizabeth  Heath,  on 
September  25,  1858.  The  land  platted  consisted  of  the  east  one-half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  8,  and  the  west  one-half  of  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  9,  in  township  7^,  range  38.  This  land  lies  in  what  is  now  Center 
township  and  for  years  has  been  a  part  of  the  farm  of  II.  Baughn,  lying  on 
the  cast  side  of  the  Botna  river.  The  plat  was  acknowledged  by  the  grantors 
before  S.  Dcwcll,  "notary  public  and  land  agent." 

The  streets  were  eighty  feet  wide,  with  the  exception  of  "Railroad 
street,"  which  was  one  hundred  feet  wide.  The  plat  also  contains  this  pro- 
vision: "The  depot  is  two  hundred  feet  by  seven  hundred  and  twenty  feet." 
The  names  of  the  streets  were  West.  Sweat,  Ault.  Wicks,  Dewell,  Baughan 
(Baughn),  Heath  and  East.  The  cross  streets  were  Iowa.  Vine,  Railroad, 
Wall.  Main  and  North. 

The  village  had  a  newspaper,  store,  a  school  house,  and  ambition.  When 
Harlan  became  the  county  seat,  Somida  quickly  dwindled  to  nothing.  Not  a 
building,  or  so  much  as  a  tree,  now  remains  to  mark  its  site.  Action  was 
brought  in  the  district  court  a  few  years  ago  by  H.  Baughn  to  quiet  the  title 
to  the  lots,  blocks,  streets  and  alleys  of  this  primitive  forerunner,  as  well  as 
rival,  of  Harlan.  Even  the  "depot"  is  now  vacated,  never  to  hear  the  sound 
of  a  locomotive  to  mar  its  rural  peace. 

MANTENO. 

The  village  of  Manteno  was  established  by  a  plat  acknowledged  by 
William  W.  Reed  and  his  wife,  Eleanor  Recti,  on  January  15.  1856.  The 
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land,  which  was  platted  by  P.  G.  Whitted,  deputy  county  surveyor,  included 
the  north  one-half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  18,  township  81,  range 
40,  which  lies  in  Grove  township  and  borders  Mill  creek.  The  streets  were 
platted  sixty-six  feet  in  width.  The  names  of  the  streets  were  Jackson. 
Taylor,  Iowa  and  Washington.  The  plat  was  approved  by  David  Baughman, 
county  judge.  The  village  seems  to  have  been  re-platted  on  March  23,  1859, 
by  William  W.  Reed  and  Eleanor  Reed,  his  wife,  and  L.  G.  Tubbs  and 
Martha  M.  Tubbs,  his  wife.  This  plat  was  acknowledged  before  and  ap- 
proved by  H.  A.  Tarkington,  county  judge,  on  March  23,  1859.  By  the  way, 
the  public  records  show  a  very  neatly  and  beautifully  drawn  plat  of  this 
village  by  William  Wyland,  recorder. 

The  streets  named  in  the  second  plat  were  Aroma,  Eureka,  Monel, 
Union,  Audubon,  Main,  Esson,  Washington,  Iowa,  Taylor  arid  Jackson. 
The  plat  also  shows  a  tract  thereon  bordering  on  Mill  creek,  described  as 
"Culver's  ten  acres." 

ITAN. 

One  of  the  first  villages  of  Shelby  county  was  staked  out  by  Mansel 
Wicks  and  Mr.  Dodge.  This  vanished  village  seems  to  have  been  located 
on  section  4,  in  what  is  now  Center  township,  near  the  old  home  of  L.  D. 
Sunderland.  It  is  said  that  a  stork  of  merchandise  was  put  in  for  sale  by 
Jacob  Majors.  Even  this  embryo  village  was  started  with  the  view  of  getting 
the  county  seat  located  there,  and  this  is  the  story  in  brief  of  the  village  of 
Itan. 

MALLORY. 

With  the  coming  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  in 
1882,  there  was  established,  in  the  northwest  part  of  Greeley  township,  in 
section  6,  the  postoffice  of  Mallory.  There  was,  however,  a  village  there  in 
the  seventies.  For  some  years  James  Tvey  was  postmaster  there.  The  post- 
office  was  discontinued  many  years  ago,  and  although  the  name  of  Mallory 
appears  on  an  early  map  of  Shelby  county,  issued  in  1883.  a  few  people  prob- 
ably in  the  county  know  that  there  ever  was  such  a  postoffice. 

FISCUS. 

Another  postoffice  and  village,  to  which  many  Shelby  county  people  of 
Polk  and  Jefferson  townships  went  for  their  mail,  and  occasionally  to  trade, 
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was  Fiscus.  The  coming  of  the  free  delivery  mail  routes  through  Audubon 
and  Shelby  counties  resulted  in  the  discontinuance  of  this  postoffice  several 
years  ago.    It  was  located  slightly  across  the  county  line  in  Audubon  county. 

The  County  Se\t  and  Present  Towns  and  Villages. 

HARLAN. 

The  platting  of  territory  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Ault  in  August,  1858,  for  a  new 
town,  to  be  known  as  Harlan,  marked  the  downfall  of  the  rival  village  of 
Simoda.  which  aspired  to  be  the  county  seat,  and  in  1859.  when,  by  vote  of 
the  electors  Shelby ville  ceased  to  be  the  county  seat,  the  future  of  Harlan 
was  assured.  Thus  the  rise  of  Harlan  began  with  and  hastened  the  fall  of 
Simoda  and  Shelbyville.  The  vote  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1859,  on  the  re- 
location of  the  county  seat  and  its  removal  to  Harlan  was  an  important  day 
in  the  history  of  Harlan.  The  vote  was  canvassed  on  April  6.  1859.  by 
Judge  Tarkingtoti.  James  M  Long  and  L.  G,  Tulibs,  justices  of  the  peace, 
as  a  board  of  county  canvassers.  On  page  n i net \ -five  of  the  minute-book  of 
the  county  judges,  the  following  entry  appears: 

"In  Round  township  there  was  cast  Ninety  eight,  of  which  Thirty-nine 
votes  were  cast  'For  the  County  Scat  at  Shelbwillc,"  and  Fifty-nine  votes 
were  cast  'For  the  County  Seat  at  Harlan.'  In  Galland's  Grove  Township 
there  were  cast  Seventy-seven  votes,  of  which  Forty-four  were  east  'For  the 
County  Seat  at  Shelbyville'  and  Thirty  three  votes  were  ca-t  'For  the  County 
Seat  at  Harlan.'  making  a  total  of  One  Hundred  and  Scventv-fivc  votes  cast 
in  said  County  at  said  Flection,  of  which  \uml>cr  Xinety-two  votes  were 
cast  'F<»r  the  County  Seat  at  Harlan'  and  F.ighty-three  votes  'For  the  County 
Seat  at  Shelbyville.'  making  a  majority  of  Nine  vote-.  'For  the  County  Seat 
of  I  larlan.'  " 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  name  "Harlan"  first  appears  in  a  public  record 
in  the  plat  made  and  riled  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Ault.  Doctor  Ault  had  lived  in 
eastern  Iowa,  not  a  very  great  distance  from  the  home  of  Hon.  James 
Harlan,  and  it  is  Iikclv  he  knew  Mr.  Harlan,  either  personally  or  by  corre- 
spondence. 

On  January  6,  1855.  Mr.  Harlan  was  elected  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Iowa,  in  session  at  Iowa  City,  a  I'nited  States  senator  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  beginning  March  4,  [855.  It  appears  from  Johnson  Rrigham's 
biography  of  Mr.  Harlan,  page  91.  that  in  October  of  that  year  he.  to- 
gether with  a  number  of  others,  went  on  a  "land  hunting  trip  in  an  open 
wagon  across  the  country  to  Council  Bluffs  and  eastern  Nebraska  and  found 
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much  to  interest  him  in  the  unsettled  western  country."  During  this  year  he 
"opened  correspondence  with  active,  capable,  discreet,  patriotic  Republicans 
in  every  county  seat."  It  is,  there  rore.  likely  that  he  was  in  correspondence 
with  the  prominent  pioneers  of  Shelby  county,  of  whom  Dr.  Adam  T.  Ault 
was  one,  and  who  had  previously  resided  in  eastern  Iowa. 

It  will  be  noticed,  therefore,  that  Senator  Harlan  was  a  very  careful 
and  very  shrewd  politician,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  although  there  is 
no  actual  existing,  proof  known  to  the  author,  that  he  was  in  touch  with 
Doctor  Ault  and  other  leading  pioneers  of  Shelby  county  at  about  the  time 
Harlan  was  established. 

Another  interesting  record  appears  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Council 
Bluffs  Nonpareil,  which  seems  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  town 
was  named  for  United  States  Senator  Harlan.  On  April  16,  1859,  the  Non- 
pareil publishes  this  paragraph  of  news: 

"We  understand  that  the  election  in  Shelby  county  on  the  4th  inst. 
resulted  in  a  change  of  the  county  seat  from  Shelbyville  to  Harlan,  by  a 
majority  of  nine  voles.  Harlan  is  a  new  town,  eligibly  situated  near  the 
center  of  the  county  and  is  destined  at  no  distant  day  to  become  an  inland 
town  of  considerable  importance.  Tt  is  peopled  by  emigrants  from  the  East- 
ern states,  and  at  the  election  this  fall  will  poll  an  almost  unanimous  vote  for 
the  Republican  ticket.  It  is  named  hi  honor  of  Iowa's  able  and  fearless 
United  States  senator,  Hon.  James  Harlan, — no  mean  compliment  from  an 
intelligent  constituency."  ( It  will  be  noted  that  in  those  days  the  element  of 
partisan  politics  crept  in  everywhere.) 

The  first  plat  of  Harlan  was  acknowledged  by  Adam  T.  Ault  and  Mary 
A.  Ault,  his  wife,  on  August  6,  1858,  and  acknowledged  on  August  9,  1858, 
before  H.  C.  Holeomb,  deputy  clerk.  The  survey  of  the  territory  for  this 
plat  was  made  by  X.  M.  Kinney.  The  plat  laid  out  into  blocks,  lots,  public 
square,  streets  and  alleys  the  east  one-half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 7.  township  70  north,  range  38.  which  now  constitutes  the  north  part  of 
the  present  city.  The  streets  running  north  and  south  were  named  First, 
Second.  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth,  and  the  cross  streets,  beginning  at  the  north 
running  east  and  west,  were  named  Xorth.  Plum,  Dye.  Dodge.  Broadway, 
Main.  Tarkington,  Spring  and  South.  Xorth  street  was  platted  twenty-nine 
feet  wide.  Plum.  Dye,  Dodge.  Tarkington,  Spring  and  Main,  eighty  feet 
wide.  South  street,  thirty-three  feet  wide.  First  street  thirty-nine  feet  wide. 
Second.  Third  and  Fourth  streets  each  sixty-six  feet  wide,  and  Fifth  street 
thirty-three  feet  wide.  Most  of  the  alleys  were  sixteen  feet  wide  and  the 
lots  were  forty- four  feet  wide  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  with 
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one  or  two  exceptions.  This  plat  laid  the  territory  out  as  the  town  of 
"Harlan,"  and  it  would  appear  that  this  is  the  first  public  record  in  which  the 
name  "Harlan"  appears. 

PLATS  AND  ADDITIONS. 

Under  date  of  July  15,  1859,  there  was  presented  to  County  Judge  H.  A. 
Tarkington  the  petition  of  James  M.  Long,  seeking  to  have  legally  laid  out, 
platted  and  recorded  the  tract  of  land  to  be  known  as  "Long's  Addition  to  the 
Town  of  Harlan,"  asking  that  it  might  lie  admitted  to  and  become  a  part 
of  the  original  town  of  Harlan.  It  was,  therefore,  ordered  by  the  judge  that 
an  election  be  held  in  Harlan  at  the  office  of  the  Shelby  County  Courier  on 
July  30,  1859,  at  one  o'clock  of  said  day.  and  that  the  polls  be  kept  open 
until  four  o'clock  p.  m.  of  said  day.  It  was  provided  further  that  the  ballots 
to  be  voted  should  be  printed,  respectively,  "For  the  Addition,"  or  "Against 
the  Addition."  S.  P.  Springer,  Isaac  Plum  and  William  B.  Newton  were 
appointed  judges  of  election  and  J.  B.  Bcsack  and  S.  W.  Woodruff  were  ap- 
pointed clerks  of  said  election.  It  was  ordered  that  the  notice  of  the  election 
be  published  in  the  Shelby  County  Courier,  and  that  it  be  posted  for  ten 
days  in  three  public  places  in  the  town.    Of  course  the  proposition  carried. 

This  plat  included  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  18.  township  79, 
range  38,  with  the  following  named  streets:  Fifth  street.  Second  and  Third 
avenue,  and  also  Anne.  Mary,  Ellen,  Durant.  Baldwin,  Victoria,  Franklin  and 
Lillie  streets.  (  Changes  in  some  of  these  names  were  afterwards  made.)  The 
streets  hereinbefore  named  were  laid  out  sixty-six  feet  wide,  except  Durant 
and  Baldwin,  which  were  eighty  feet  in  width,  and  Fifth  street,  which  was 
thirty-three  feet  wide  at  the  north  end  and  fifty-nine  feet  and  four  inches 
wide  at  the  south  end.  The  alleys  all  ran  east  and  west,  except  in  blocks  58, 
60  and  80.  and  there  were  no  alleys  laid  out  in  blocks  41,  56,  59  and  81. 
The  lots,  generally,  were  forty-four  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  The 
survey  and  plat  appears  to  have  been  made  by  Charles  F.  H.  Forbes,  civil 
engineer  and  land  surveyor,  on  the  dates  between  March  29  and  July  15, 
1859.  Mr.  Long  acknowledged  this  plat  before  Wells  Spicer,  notary  public, 
on  July  15,  1859.  A  number  of  interesting  things  appear  on  this  plat.  For 
instance,  block  56  is  platted  as  Plum  Park,  lying  between  Durant  and  Bald- 
win streets,  and  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets.  Block  59.  lying  between 
Baldwin  and  Durant  streets,  and  First  and  Second  streets  was  designated  as 
"Beauty  Spot."   Block  41.  lying  between  Anne  and  Mary  streets  and  between 
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Second  and  Third  streets,  was  designated  as  "Culloden  Place."  Twenty-two 
acres,  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  plat,  was  known  as  "Lillie  Park." 

This  territory,  platted  by  James  M.  Long,  includes  the  public  square, 
on  which  the  business  blocks  and  court  house  now  stand,  and  much  of  the 
residence  property  to  the  south  and  southwest  on  the  beautiful  plateau  that 
must  have  appealed  to  men  of  the  time  as  a  proper  and  beautiful  site  for  a 
city.  Most  of  the  town  plats  of  Shelby  county,  up  to- this  time,  had  included 
territory  on  low  and  poorly  drained  land. 

On  September  16,  1879,  James  M.  Long  and  Hattie  B.  Long,  his  wife, 
again  platted  territory  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  Harlan.  This  plat  was 
known  as  Long's  Second  Addition  to  Harlan,  and  consisted  of  a  part  of  the 
west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  18,  township  79,  range  38. 

Subsequent  plats  or  subdivisions  of  territory,  previously  platted,  were 
made  at  different  dates  by  Frank  Crouch  and  Addie  E.  Crouch;  Samuel 
Gariger,  D.  Z.  Ganser,  Sobina  Ganser  and  MC  A.  Ganser;  J.  M.  Long  and 
Hattie  B.  Long;  Joseph  W.  Davis,  Sarah  E.  Davis,  Edwin  W.  Davis  and 
May  B.  Davis ;  George  D.  Ross  and  Emily  O.  Ross ;  O.  P.  Wyland  and  R.  J. 
Wyland,  his  wife;  W.  T.  Smith;  Frank  Myatt  and  Leefay  Myatt,  his  wife; 
William  Wyland  and  Helen  M.  Wyland;  B.  I.  Kinsey;  E.  W.  Davis,  J.  W. 
Davis  and  S.  E.  Davis. 

On  January  15,  1880,  McDonald's  Addition  to  Harlan,  Iowa,  was 
platted.  This  plat  was  really  acknowledged  by  D.  M.  Wyland  and  Belle 
Wyland,  his  wife,  but  the  territory  platted  appears  to  have  been  owned  by 
Thomas  McDonald  previously.  The  east  and  west  streets  named  were  Elm, 
Walnut,  Pine,  Laurel  and  Willow. 

On  September  1,  1881,  C.  J.  Wyland  and  Amanda  H.  Wyland,  his  wife, 
D.  M.  Wyland  and  Belle  Wyland,  his  wife,  platted  part  of  the  north  frac- 
tional half  of  tbe  southwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  18,  in  township 
79,  range  38,  to  be  known  as  Wyland's  Addition  to  Harlan,  Iowa. 

On  August  9,  1 881,  W.  J.  Davis  platted  certain  real  estate  to  be  known 
as  Davis'  Addition  to  Harlan,  Iowa. 

On  April  17,  1882,  W.  J.  Davis  platted  part  of  the  south  one-half  of 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18,  and  part  of  the  north  one-half  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  19,  all  in  township  79,  range  38,  to  be  known 
as  Davis'  Second  Addition  to  Harlan,  Iowa. 

On  January  30,  1895.  Ira  B.  Overholt  and  Eleanor  Overholt.  H.  R. 
Tinsley  and  Grace  Tinsley  platted  certain  territory  now  lying  in  the  north- 
west part  of  Harlan,  to  be  known  as  Overholt  and  Tinsley's  First  Addition. 

On  April  29.  1899,  M.  K.  Campbell  and  Bertha  R.  Campbell  platted 
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certain  territory  now  situated  in  the  southwest  part  of  Harlan,  to  be  known 
as  Lincoln  Park  Addition. 

On  September  28,  1900.  Ira  B.  Overholt  and  wife  platted,  to  be  known 
as  Addition  of  Ira  B.  Overholt  to  the  City  of  Harlan,  Shelby  County,  Iowa, 
certain  territory  now  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  Harlan. 

On  June  4,  1871,  Henry  Farnam  platted  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
13,  township  79,  range  39,  to  be  known  as  Farnarn's  Subdivision.  At  this 
time  it  would  appear  from  the  acknowledgement  that  Mr.  Farnam  was  a 
resident  of  New  Haven  county,  Connecticut. 

On  December  7,  191 1.  L  F.  Totter,  C.  F.  Swift,  O.  P.  Wyland,  W.  T. 
Shepherd  and  G.  W.  Cullison  platted  a  large  tract  of  land  lying  south  of 
Pine  street  and  west  of  Twelfth  street,  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ridges 
in  western  Iowa,  under  the  name  of  "College  Heights,"  which  was  part  of  a 
farm  owned  by  Ed.  Currier,  later  by  M.  K.  Campbell  and  W.  W.  Wheeler. 

For  twenty  years  following  the  date  of  the  Ault  plat  and  of  the  first 
Long  plat,  Harlan  was  destined  to  exist  only  as  a  village  and  to  be  without 
officers,  ordinances,  public  improvements,  police  supervision  and  the  other 
advantages  that  attend  upon  and  are  a  part  of  corporate  existence. 

In  the  light  of  what  Harlan  is  today,  it  seems  rather  strange  that  in  the 
earlier  history  of  the  town,  the  progressive  spirits  of  the  village  deemed  it 
necessary  to  prepare  from  time  to  time  special  arguments  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  town.  For  instance,  the  Harlan  Herald  of  April  24,  1879,  advises 
incorporation  of  the  town  and  refers  to  the  town  as  the  most  beautifully 
located  in  Iowa,  urging  that  to  incorporate  gives  law.  order  and  local  gov- 
ernment, better  management  and  attention  to  the  streets,  alleys,  sidewalks; 
lessens  danger  from  fire,  affords  police  regulation,  assists  collection  of  reve- 
nue, etc  :  that  the  property  owner  gains  by  advance  in  value  of  his  property 
and  gets  the  advantage  of  protection  from  burglary,  theft  and  fire. 

INCORPORATION. 

At  the  March  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Shelby  county  in  1879  there 
was  presented  a  petition  asking  that  certain  territory  be  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  Harlan.  The  territory  sought  to  be  incorporated  included  all 
of  the  lots  in  blocks  1  to  31,  inclusive,  and  also  the  public  square,  all  pre- 
viously known  and  recorded  as  the  plat  of  the  town  of  Harlan,  Iowa;  also 
all  of  the  lots  in  blocks  32  to  81,  inclusive,  and  outlots  1,  2.  3  and  4  of  J.  M. 
Long's  Addition  to  Harlan;  also  all  the  lots  in  blocks  82  to  95.  and  outlots  1 
to  95.  inclusive,  in  McDonald's  Addition  to  Harlan,  Iowa;  also  that  part  of 
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the  south  one-half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  18,  township  79,  range 
38,  lying  west  of  McDonald's  Addition  to  Harlan;  also  all  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec  ion  18,  township  79,  range  38,  lying 
west  of  McDonald's  Addition  to  Harlan;  also  all  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18,  township  79,  range  38,  lying  west 
of  McDonald's  Addition  and  north  of  and  including  the  Spring  branch ;  also 
all  that  part  of  the  east  one-half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18, 
township  79,  range  38,  lying  east  of  McDonald's  Addition  to  Harlan;  also 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  18,  and  the  west  one-half  of  the  southeast 
quarter  and  the  west  one-half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  7,  all  in 
township  79,  range  38. 

The  petition  seeking  incorporation  was  signed  by  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three voters.  The  first  three  signers  on  the  petition  to  incorporate  were 
J.  M.  Long,  C.  J.  Wyland  and  Thomas  Ledwich.  Of  these  one  hundred,  and 
twenty-three  signers,  there  are  only  the  following  yet  residents  of  Harlan: 
W.  H.  Carl,  T.  M.  Hathaway,  Wesley  Scutt,  B.  I.  Kinsey,  Prior  Tinsley, 
j.  W.  Newby,  O.  P.  Wyland,  David  Baker,  George  D.  Ross,  D.  D.  Downs, 
O.  McDowell  and  Joseph  Babcock. 

The  petition  for  incorporation  was  duly  verified  by  J.  E.  Weaver,  who 
was  then  practicing  law  in  Harlan,  on  March  25,  1879.  The  petition  for 
incorporation  came  before  Hon.  C.  F.  Loofborouw,  judge  of  the  circuit 
court,  and  on  March  25,  1879,  he  appointed  J.  M.  Long,  William  Wyland, 
Peter  Brazie,  J.  D.  Walker  and  J.  B.  Stutsman  commissioners,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  an  election  at  which  the  electors  might  vote  on  the  question  of 
incorporation.  Notice  was  accordingly  given  that  on  April  25,  1879,  the 
question  of  incorporation  would  be  voted  upon.  The  notice  of  the  holding 
of  this  election  was  published  in  the  Harlan  Herald,  then  edited  and  pub- 
lished by  George  D.  Ross. 

On  the  day  of  election  Peter  Brazie,  J.  M.  Long,  J.  D.  Walker  were 
judges,  and  J.  B.  Stutsman  and  William  Wyland  were  clerks.  The  result  of 
the  vote  was:  For  incorporation,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one;  against  in- 
corporation, seven.  Notice  was  accordingly  published  on  May  1,  1879,  in  the 
Harlan  Herald  that  Harlan  had  been  incorporated,  the  notice  itself  being 
dated  April  26,  1879,  signed  by  H.  C.  Holcomb,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 

From  the  time  of  the  platting  of  the  village  by  Doctor  Ault  until  the 
very  latter  part  of  the  sixties,  what  few  business  houses  there  were  in  the 
village  of  Harlan  were  in  what  is  now  known  as  "North  Harlan."  These 
had  been,  of  course,  a  few  general  stores  and  some  taverns.  With  the  plat- 
ting, however,  of  the  higher  ground  by  James  M.  Long,  the  business  houses 
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of  the  city  began  to  t>e  erected  on  each  of  the  four  sides  of  what  is  now 
called  the  public  square. 

The  first  minute  book  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Shelby  county,  at 
page  406,  under  date  of  September  7,  i860,,  shows  that  a  proposition  of  E  W. 
Davis  to  convey  to  Harlan  block  46,  in  James  M.  Long's  Addition  to  the 
town,  in  return  for  conveyance  to  him  of  block  41,  in  said  addition,  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  board  of  supervisors.  Block  46  is  the  square  on  which  the 
court  house  stands.  In  the  early  days  there  was  a  public  square  in  the  north 
part  of  Harlan  which  was  later  used  for  Chautauqua  grounds,  and  which  is 
now  planted  to  trees  and  forms  a  small  park. 

So  many  county  seats  in  Iowa  have  their  business  houses  arranged  in 
the  form  of  a  square,  usually  with  the  court  house  in  the  center,  similar  to 
the  plan  of  Harlan,  that  this  author  was  interested  in  securing  what  informa- 
tion he  could  with  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  custom. 

He  is  therefore  indebted  to  the  Research  Bureau  of  Nelson's  Encyclo- 
pedia for  the  explanation  below  given  of  the  custom  of  building  business 
houses  in  the  form  of  a  square  with  the  court  house  in  the  center.  There  are 
many  such  county  seats  in  Iowa  besides  Harlan,  built  in  this  way.  This  is 
true  of  Glenwood ;  the  business  houses  of  Red  Oak  are  also  built  in  the  form 
of  a  square,  although  the  court  house  is  not  in  the  center  of  the  square. 
Washington,  Iowa,  is  also  laid  out  in  the  same  way. 

"When  the  colonists  came  to  this  country  and  selected  the  site  of  their 
settlements,  they  first  erected  a  block  house,  or  fort,  to  serve  as  a  general 
meeting  place  but  more  particularly  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  on  the  occasion  of 
attacks  by  predatory  bands  of  Indians. 

"Around  these  block  houses,  or  forts,  and  within  range  of  the  guns  of 
the  men  who  were  assigned  to  watch  and  guard,  were  grouped  the  cabins  of 
the  colonists.  At  a  prearranged  signal  the  entire  settlement  sought  safety 
in  the  block  house.  These  block  houses,  the  forerunners  of  the  court  houses, 
were  the  places  where  councils  were  held,  and  where  those  entrusted  with 
the  community  government  enacted  such  laws  as  were  necessary  for  these 
communal  gatherings,  and  where  courts  were  held. 

"The  transition  from  the  crude  log  buildings  to  the  more  dignified 
court  houses  was  but  a  question  of  time  and  immunity  from  savage  foes,  and 
the  question  of  grouping  the  buildings  under  the  protection  of  the  fort  was, 
quite  naturally,  continued.  What  had  its  origin  in  necessity,  became,  in  the 
course  of  time,  custom. 

"This  method,  pursued  by  the  colonists,  was  in  sense  a  survival  of 
European  custom  during  feudal  times,  when  the  orders  of  society  below 


Digitized  by  Google 


i^iyiii^. 


y  Google 

m 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


233 


the  rank  of  nobility  were  accustomed  to  group  their  dwelling  within  protect- 
ing range  of  the  baronial  castle  of  their  over-lords." 

It  also  occurs  to  the  author  tte  .  he  has  read  somewhere  that  this  custom 
of  having  a  public  square  was  at  first  particularly  prevalent  in  the  Southern 
states,  and  that  at  least  in  this  country  the  custom  is,  therefore,  of  Southern 
origin. 

PRIMITIVE  DAYS. 

During  the  seventies  the  conditions  of  life  in  Harlan  were  certainly 
primitive  in  the  light  of  the  conditions  of  today,  and,  of  course,  prior  to  1870, 
the  village  had  the  usual  pioneer  environment.  The  author  is  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  find  here  and  there  newspaper  references  illustrative  of  these 
primitive  days  of  the  seventies. 

For  instance,  in  the  seventies,  dogs  were  plentiful  in  the  town.  A  local 
item  in  a  town  paper  reads :  "The  night  watch  had  to  shoot  into  a  pack  of 
dogs  last  Thursday  right  to  keep  them  off  of  him."  George  D.  Ross,  editor 
of  the  Harlan  Herald,  on  May  8,  1879,  speaking  of  clogs  in  town,  said: 
"There  are  just  eighteen  thousand  dogs  that  need  killing  in  this  town  and 
we  won't  come  down  on  the  count.'* 

A  Harlan  paper  of  December  II,  1879,  says:  "Large  droves  of  dogs, 
long  in  the  habit  of  running  wild  in  the  tangled  and  impenetrable  jungles  of 
the  public  square,  occasionally  come  forth  from  their  secret  hiding  places 
and  carry  off  the  unprotected  animals  and  eatables." 

In  February,  1874,  the  town  cows  frequently  mistook  the  court  house 
for  a  barn  and  surprised  the  county  officers  by  walking  in  uninvited. 

Late  in  December,  1876,  a  live  deer  came  galloping  into  Harlan  from 
the  north.  In  1876  heavy  rains  had  washed  a  number  of  gutters  in  the  streets 
on  the  public  square,  making  travel  very  inconvenient.  The  Shelby  County 
Record  calls  the  attention  of  the  road  supervisor  to  this  situation.  In  1877 
residents  of  Harlan  would  occasionally  turn  furrows  in  the  streets  to  scour 
their  plows. 

So  late  as  November  15,  1877,  Harlan  was  yet  very  much  of  a  local 
range  for  the  town  cow.  since  a  paper  of  November  15,  1877,  says:  "The 
time  has  arrived  when  the  town  cow  stands  on  her  hind  legs  and  helps  her- 
self to  whatever  may  be  in  a  farmer's  wagon  of  an  eatable  nature.  The 
farmer  justly  considers  her  a  first-class  nuisance  and  thinks  she  ought  to  be 
abated.  We  cannot  blame  the  cows  much,  for  that  is  the  only  way  that  some 
of  them  have  to  get  a  living  during  the  winter,  still  their  owners  ought  to  be 
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obliged  to  keep  them  up  and  care  for  them.  If  that  was  done  it  would  save 
a  heap  of  backhand  praying.'' 

In  1877  there  seems  to  have  been  some  trouble  about  the  hitching 
chains  in  the  court  house  fence,  for  one  of  the  editors  remarks  in  his  paper  as 
follows :  "We  suggest  to  the  board  of  supervisors  that  they  cause  the  lower 
chain  in  the  court  yard  fence  to  be  removed  and  the  upfler  one  tightened. 
That  lower  chain  is  of  no  earthly  benefit  where  it  is,  as  it  don't  prevent  any 
sort  of  an  animal  from  going  into  the  enclosure,  and  it  is  certainly  a  great 
nuisance  to  those  who  hitch  their  teams  there.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  that 
you  can't  see  a  dozen  horses  with  their  front  feet  over  it  and  quite  often  one 
becomes  entangled  and  in  his  efforts  to  get  loose  throws  himself,  which  gen- 
erally results  in  a  broken  harness  if  nothing  more." 

In  1879  tne  editor  of  one  of  the  Harlan  papers  urged  the  appointment 
of  a  night  watch,  at  least  through  the  winter  months,  to  provide  better  pro- 
tection against  fire. 

A  Harlan  paper,  under  date  of  March  3,  1881,  says:  "One  year  ago 
the  field  south  of  J.  M.  ling's  residence  was  occupied  by  corn  stubble.  Now 
seventeen  good  residences  and  the  best  church  building  in  the  city  loom  up 
thereon." 

BUSINESS   MEN.   PAST  AND  PRESENT. 

One  of  the  first  business  men  in  Harlan  in  1858  was  Dr.  Adam  T. 
Ault,  who.  with  A.  L  Harvey  and  L.  VV.  Woodruff,  kept  a  very  small  stock 
of  general  merchandise.  The  first  boarding  house  in  Harlan  was  that  kept 
by  Peter  Barnett  in  1858.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  the  first  tavern  was  kept  in 
a  house  built  that  year  by  William  B.  Newton.  The  first  real  hotel  erected 
in  Harlan  was  that  built  by  1.  M.  Long,  in  187 1 ,  called  the  Harlan  Hotel. 
Soon  after  the  war,  Aaron  Bergstres^er  established  himself  as  a  dealer  in 
harness  and  as  harness-maker  at  Harlan.  The  first  drug  store  in  the  town 
was  established  by  Dr.  L.  D.  Frost  in  1863.  Very  shortly  later  another  drug 
store  was  established  by  Dr.  R.  M.  Smith,  father  of  W.  T.  Smith,  of  Harlan. 
The  pioneer  shoemaker  of  Harlan  was  George  M.  Courier. 

One  of  the  first  buildings  to  be  erected  in  Harlan  was  one  belonging  to 
Tsaae  Plumb.  Other  buildings  erected  in  1858-50.  were  those  of  David  H.  Ran- 
dall. Peter  Barnett,  S.  A.  Sidener  and  J.  J.  Tuck.  Messrs.  Babb  and  John- 
son were  early  blacksmiths.  A  blacksmith  of  1870  was  Oliver  McDowell, 
now  residing  in  Harlan.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sharp  appears  to  have  been  the  first 
person  to  engage  in  the  millinery  business  in  Harlan,  which  was  in  1873. 
Abraham  Kniss.  it  is  said,  was  the  first  person  to  retail  meat.    The  first 
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regular  meat  shop  was  started  by  John  Stanley  in  1871.  The  first  jeweler 
in  Harlan,  it  is  said,  was  a  man  named  Gittens.  George  D.  Ross  appears 
to  have  been  the  first  man  in  the  livery  business,  which  was  in  1873.  The 
first  religious  service  in  Harlan  was  conducted  by  Judge  H.  A.  Tarkington, 
who  was  also  a  Methodist  preacher,  his  sermon  being  preached  December  3, 
1859.  Other  persons  in  business  in  1859  were  L.  G.  Tubbs,  general  mer- 
chandise; William  Gay  &  Company,  general  dealers  in  produce,  etc.;  A.  M. 
Kime  &  Company,  carpenters  and  builders.  In  the  fall  of  1867,  it  is  said,  a 
man  named  Gander  opened  a  photograph  studio  in  the  upper  story  of  the 
old  court  house.  Among  the  earliest  lumber  dealers  were  P.  B.  Hunt,  J.  M. 
Long  and  Thomas  Ledwich,  who  went  into  business  about  1879,  after  the 
coming  of  the  railroad.  The  first  grain  elevator  was  built  in  August,  1879, 
hy  J.  S.  Murray.  Coenen  &  Bechtel  built  another  elevator  in  1879;  J.  M. 
Mosby,  a  third  elevator  in  1882,  and  others  later.  J.  B.  Besack  was  the  editor 
of  the  first  newspaper  in  Harlan  in  1859.  The  paper  was  called  the  Shelby 
County  Courier. 

A  review  of  the  names  of  the  business  and  professional  men  who  at  one 
time  or  another  in  the  past  thirty-five  or  forty  years  made  Harlan  "their  home 
would  show  changes  almost  beyond  belief.  Of  the  men  who  were  in  busi- 
ness in  Harlan  in  the  seventies  and  who  are  now  residents  of  Harlan  there 
would  be  comparatively  a  few.  as  follows :  VV.  H.  Carl,  Pryor  Tinsley,  I. 
W.  Beems,  T.  H.  Smith,  O.  McDowell  (the  pioneer  blacksmith),  G.  M. 
Hubbell  (carpenter  and  contractor),  B.  F.  PiefFer,  O.  P.  Wyland,  William 
Wyland,  B.  I.  Kinsey,  D.  D.  Downs,  A.  W.  Barton,  George  D.  Ross,  Joseph 
Babcock,  W.  L.  Baughn,  P.  T.  Nelson,  J.  W.  Newby,  and  possibly  a  few 
others.  If  one  were  to  include  the  years  up  to  1881,  there  could  be  added 
to  the  foregoing  list  B.  B.  Griffith,  O.  F.  Graves.  W.  C.  Campbell.  C.  M. 
Taylor,  Dr.  E.  A.  Cobb,  D.  O.  Stuart,  Henry  Neumeyer,  H.  H.  Luecke, 
E.  M.  Hertert,  G.  W.  Cullison,  F.  M.  Bowlin  and  possibly  a  few  others. 

BUSINESS  AND  PROFESSIONAL  MEN  OF.  THE  SEVENTIES. 

In  an  issue  of  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  November  3,  1870,  it  ap- 
pears that :  H.  C.  Holcomb  advertises  as  real  estate  and  taxpaying  agent  and 
licensed  conveyancer;  J.  M.  Wood  as  a  notary  public  and  grocer  and  dealer 
in  provisions  and  agricultural  implements  at  Shelby,  Iowa.  E.  W.  Davis 
notifies  his  patrons  that  he  has  sold  a  part  interest  of  his  business  of  general 
merchandise  to  his  brother,  Joseph  W.  Davis,  and  Thomas  Wood,  and  that 
the  business  of  the  new  firm  will  be  conducted  under  the  name  of  Davis 
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Brothers  &  Company.  S.  Hunt  &  Sons,  of  Avoca,  advertise  that  C.  C.  Red- 
field  will  take  orders  for  their  flour.  M.  H.  Adams  advertises  abstracts,  the 
buying  and  selling  of  lands,  and  the  payment  of  taxes.  Avoca,  Dunlap  and 
Woodbine  business  men  advertised  in  the  newspaper.  George  M.  Couffer 
advertises  that  in  his  shop,  southwest  of  the  court  house,  he  manufactures 
boots  and  shoes. 

The  Shelby  County  Record  of  January  8,  1874,  contains  this  general 
advertising  for  Harlan : 

"Harlan,  the  county  seat,  is  located  near  the  geographical  center  of  the 
county,  and  is  an  excellent  business  point,  the  merchants  here  supplying  the 
demands  of  the  country  within  a  radius  of  fifteen  miles.  Still  it  is  far  behind 
the  surrounding  country,  and  would  admit  of  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  business  houses,  without  danger  of  overdoing  matters.  Each 
spring  a  demand  for  new  houses  to  accommodate  the  incoming  settlers  makes 
lively  times  for  carpenters  ami  lumber  dealers. 

"The  town,  situated  on  an  elevated  plateau  overlooking  the  Botna  val- 
ley, has  a  population  of  about  five  hundred.  The  Methodists  and  Baptists 
have  each  erected  commodious  houses  of  worship.  A  graded  school  pro- 
vides the  children  with  educational  facilities  and,  under  the  management  of 
C.  M.  Greene,  is  achieving  marked  success. 

"Land  Agents — Messrs.  C.  J.  and  T).  M.  Wyland.  the  only  land  agents 
in  the  county,  will  attend  carefully  and  punctually  to  anv  business  entrusted 
to  their  charge. 

"Physicians— Drs.  R.  M.  Smith  and  F.  A.  Bayer,  graduates  of  Eastern 
medical  colleges,  are  perfectly  competent  to  care  for  and  preserve  the  public 
health. 

"Attorneys — Legal  business  will  receive  prompt  attention  by  addressing 
Platl  Wicks  and  J.  W.  DeSilva. 

"C^eneral  Merchants — Thomas  Wood  (successor  to  I>avis  Brothers  & 
Company)  still  holds  forth  at  the  old  stand  where  he  has  been  located  for  the 
past  four  years. 

"Stutsman.  Laing  &  Company  have  been  established  here  about  two 
years,  and  appear  to  be  doing  a  prosperous  business. 

"A.  R.  Williams  has  been  located  here  about  four  months,  and  keeps  a 
neat,  tasty  store,  with  choice  selections  of  goods  at  low  prices.  He  has 
received  a  fair  share  of  custom. 

"Drugs  and  Medicines — In  this  line  L.  D.  Frost  and  R.  M.  Smith  are 
keeping  full  and  select  stocks. 
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"Hardware — A  new  stock  of  stoves,  tinware  and  hardware  of  every 
description  has  just  been  opened  by  Frank  Reynolds. 

"Harness  Shop — E.  C.  Swain  is  an  experienced  workman  and  can  fill 
an  order  in  this  line,  from  a  double  harness  to  a  whip-stalk,  at  short  notice. 

"Tailor  Shop — S.  P.  Kinsey,  our  knight  of  the  shears,  cuts,  fits  and 
makes  suits  in  short  order  and  good  style. 

"Shoe  Shop — Dunham  Downs  has  invested  his  awl  in  his  little  shop  and 
attends  faithfully  to  the  understandings  of  the  community. 

"Blacksmiths— Samuel  Potter  and  O.  McDowell  are  busy  from  morn- 
ing until  night,  and  if  the  amount  of  work  they  perform  is  any  test,  they  are 
making  money. 

"Hotel — The  Harlan  House,  J.  B.  Swain,  proprietor,  is  as  well  kept  as 
any  house  on  the  slope.  Good  rooms,  square  meals  and  courteous  treatment 
combine  to  make  it  a  favorite  stopping  place. 

"Livery  Stable — Double  and  single  rigs  or  saddle  horses  to  let  by 
George  D.  Ross.  There  is  considerable  "get-up"  about  George,  and  his 
horses  are  infected  with  the  same  general  complaint. 

"Restaurant — J.  S.  Lanney  has  just  opened  a  place  where  oysters  in 
any  shape  and  style  are  offered  to  a  hungry  public. 

"Millinery — Mrs.  A.  R.  Williams  and  Mrs.  N.  A.  Sharp  manage  to 
keep  the  heads  of  the  female  portion  of  the  community  topped  out  with  the 
most  bewitching  bonnets  and  hats. 

"Furniture — Warren  Closson  and  Griffith  &  Nance  are  bound  to  keep 
the  public  supplied  with  furniture,  let  the  cost  be  what  it  will. 

"Meat  Market — Venison,  prairie  chickens,  beef,  pork  and  mutton  on 
hand  in  their  season,  while  John  (Stanley)  stands  ready  to  receive  his  pay 
in  fractional  currency. 

"United  States  express  office  is  located  in  C.  J.  &  D.  M.  Wyland's  land 
office.  C.  C.  Redfield  is  the  agent,  and  all  business  entrusted  to  his  care  will 
be  promptly  and  faithfully  performed. 

"Harlan  Mills— The  flour  sent  out  by  J.  W.  Chatburn  &  Son  cannot  be 
excelled  in  the  West." 

In  October,  1874,  Pry  or  Tinsley  was  a  jeweler;  P.  H.  Longcor  made 
and  sold  harness ;  William  Wyland  &  Company  handled  general  merchandise ; 
Barton  &  McGinniss  were  conducting  a  restaurant. 

In  1875.  from  advertising  contained  in  the  Shelby  County  Record,  the 
author  is  informed  that  P.  E.  Purrington  was  a  blacksmith  at  Bowman's 
Grove;  Mastick  &  Dunnington  were  selling  farming  implements  at  Harlan; 
W.  L.  Baughn  was  running  a  livery  and  feed  barn  and  was  also  the  pro- 


Digitized  by  Google 


238 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


prietor  of  the  semi-weekly  mail  route  from  Harlan  to  Dunlap,  stops  being 
made  at  Westphalia,  Shelby ville  and  Manteno,  enroutc;  that  the  attorneys 
of  Harlan  were  Piatt  Wicks,  J.  F.  Weaver  and  J.  Stiles;  that  John  Ledwich 
and  Robert  P.  Foss  and  E.  A.  Babcock  were  Avoca  attorneys;  that  Warren 
Closson  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  collection  agent  at  Harlan;  Dr.  R.  M. 
Smith,  a  physician  and  surgeon  and  medical  examiner  for  government  pen- 
sions; J.  W.  Campbell  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  at  Shelby,  and  that  the 
following  named  persons  were  conducting  the  respective  lines  of  business 
below  set  forth:  j.  J.  Jackson,  proprietor  of  Harlan  House;  S.  L. 
Ganser,  bakery  and  restaurant;  Pryor  Tinsley,  jeweier;  H.  M.  Cook,  meat 
market;  Thomas  Hartford,  plasterer  and  contractor;  John  G.  Cox,  painter, 
plasterer  and  contractor;  E.  C.  Swain,  harness,  saddles,  etc.;  D.  D.  Downs, 
boots  and  shoes.  A  novel  advertisement  was  that  of  Acker  &  Anderson, 
who  informed  the  public  that  they  were  dealers  in  confectionery,  cigars,  to- 
bacco, choice  wines  and  beer,  "bologna  and  cheese  for  the  hungry."  and  that 
they  also  ran  a  billiard  hall.  William  Stanley,  meat  market;  J.  W.  Chatburn, 
Harlan  mills;  F.  M.  Nance,  furniture;  W.  P.  Smith,  barber  shop;  William 
Krantz,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  the  store  of  Wrilliam  Wyland  & 
Company,  tailoring;  B.  I.  Kinsey,  agency  for  Davis  sewing  machines. 

From  a  Harlan  newspaper  of  September,  1876,  it  is  learned  that  the 
following  men  were  established  in  Harlan,  representing  the  respective  lines 
of  business  below  specified ; 

William  Stanley,  furniture;  C.  Will  Fisher,  photographer;  Frank  Rey- 
nolds, farming  implements;  F.  Gittens,  jeweler;  I.ongcor  &  Sweat,  harness 
shop :  Frank  Reynolds,  hardware,  flour,  etc. ;  Doctor  Raver,  physician ;  P. 
Tinsley,  jeweler;  P.  H.  Fongcor  &  Company,  coal;  L.  D.  Frost,  groceries, 
drugs,  etc.;  Kinney  &  Persing.  blacksmith  shop;  Fd.  Alton,  painter;  W\  W. 
Krantz  advertised  a  first  class  tailor  shop  "at  the  colony;"  Barton  &  McGuire, 
groceries  and  restaurant;  Acker  Sr  Anderson,  confectionery,  cigars,  billiard 
hall  and  intoxicating  liquors;  J.  B.  Stutsman,  dealer  in  general  merchandise 
and  grain  buyer. 

Business  and  professional  men  of  Harlan  in  1879.  as  found  in  a 
Harlan  newspaper  of  December,  1879,  were: 

S.  F.  Hurless,  proprietor  of  a  livery  and  feed  stable;  Swain  &  Brazee. 
proprietors  of  a  livery,  sale  and  feed  stable;  Nichols  &  Hack,  carpenters  and 
builders;  Griffith  &  Babcock,  architects  and  builders;  William  Helmer  & 
Company,  architects  and  builders:  J.  C.  McManima,  real  estate  exchange; 
P.  P.  Nichols,  auctioneer;  Swain  &  Bonstecl,  proprietors  of  the  Swain  Hotel; 
Robinson  &  Flser,  druggists:  C.  C.  Olmstead,  jeweler:  W.  Swank,  profes- 
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sional  well  digger;  William  Hurlbut„  tailor;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Hurlbut  and  daugh- 
ters, milliners;  William  M.  Smallwood,  shaving  and  hairdressing  parlor; 
W.  A.  Gray,  proprietor  of  a  boot  and  shoe  shop;  Harry  Howell,  boot  and 
shoe  maker;  Mr.  Smallwood,  proprietor  of  a  restaurant;  C.  M.  Taylor,  sign 
painter;  Chase  Brothers,  grocers;  G.  S.  Gibbs,  clothier;  J.  B.  Gard,  proprie- 
tor of  a  harness  shop;  Riley  &  Munger,  real  estate  agents,  abstracters  and 
loan  brokers;  C.  Happe,  proprietor  of  a  meat  market;  Coenen  &  Fairchilds, 
lumber  dealers ;  Genning  &  Vonscoy,  contractors  and  builders ;  J.  W.  Newby, 
agent  for  the  White  sewing  machine;  J.  E.  Miller,  proprietor  of  a  harness 
shop;  Fleming  &  Axline,  druggists;  E.  A.  Miller  &  Company,  coal  dealers; 
Pryor  Tinsley,  jeweler;  M.  M.  Bechtel,  hardware;  B.  D.  Burk,  proprietor  of 
St.  Charles  House.;  Jackson  &  Gibbs,  general  merchandise ;  Waynick  &  Hun- 
ter, groceries;  Tamasiea,  grocer;  Bowlin  Brothers,  general  merchandise; 
Hawkins  &  Burgin,  general  merchandise;  J.  B.  Stutsman,  general  mer- 
chandise. 

In  the  summer  of  1881,  Dr.  L.  D.  Frost  and  James -Culver  canvassed 
for  a  subscription  fund  with  which  to  dig  a  celler  for  the  new  opera  house. 
The  busjness  and  professional  men  subscribing  to  this  fund  at  that  time  were: 
L.  D.  Frost,  Piatt  Wicks,  C.  J.  and  D.  M.  Wyland,  Ledwich,  Hunt  and  Long, 
D.  A.  Williams,  P.  T.  Nelson,  G.  S.  Gibbs,  Tinsley  Brothers,  Joseph  Stiles, 
G.  W.  Frost,  C.  Happe.  Carl  and  Graves,  W.  L.  Baughn,  C.  C.  Redfield,  F. 
A.  Bayer,  J.  B.  Stutsman,  O.  P.  Wyland.  B.  I.  Kinsey,  John  Reed,  O.  H. 
Cone  &  Company,  Pratt  &  Parmelee,  W.  H.  Stephenson,  W.  W.  W'heeler. 
Myerly  &  Sheller,  E.  R.  Steinhilber,  C.  A.  Mentzer,  J.  T.  Jack,  W.  W.  Girton. 
J.  W.  Harrod,  F.  E.  Benson,  W.  H.  Griffith,  H.  C.  Holcomb,  Samuel  Potter, 
J.  W.  Newby,  Kuhl,  Muckler  &  Company.  L.  Tamasiea,  Riley  Cass,  W.  R 
Parker,  Graham  &  Munger.  M.  K.  Campbell,  George  Paup,  J.  W.  DeSilva, 
George  D.  Ross,  Townley  &  Mevey. 

This  furnishes  a  goodly  list  of  the  names  of  business  and  professional 
men.  at  that  time.  Other  men  in  business  or  practicing  the  professions  ad- 
vertising in  the  local  papers  in  1881.  were:  William  Cole,  Potter  Brothers. 
J.  T.  Jack.  Will  Swank.  C.  M.  Taylor.  Samuel  Groves.  John  Panian,  J.  S. 
Snively.  Blotcky  Brothers,  Isherwood  &  Windle,  A.  B.  King.  P.  Billeter.  R. 
Boyd.  Wheeler  Brothers,  Graham  &  Munger.  Trobridge  &  Booth,  C.  A. 
Mentzer,  Holdefer  &  Ramsey.  Zimmerman,  W.  H.  Axline.  J.  H.  Waite.  E. 
A.  Cobb,  J.  C.  Dunlavy.  Cartlich  &  Hutchison.  I.  W.  Beems,  H.  S.  Burke. 
Stuart  &  Trotter,  Smith  A.  Burke,  Piatt  Wicks,  J.  W.  DeSilva,  John  Wallace. 
Warren  Gammon,  J.  E.  Weaver,  Smith  &  Cullison,  Beard  &  Greenleaf.  Joseph 
Stiles,  C.  J.  &  D.  M.  Wyland,  G.  S.  Gibbs.  French  &  True,  E.  R.  Steinhilber. 
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Bowlin  Brothers,  Carl  &  Graves,  J.  F.  Brock,  J.  E.  Miller.  S.  L.  &  D.  Z. 
Ganser,  P.  T.  Nelson,  Blotcky  Brothers,  Eidamiller  Brothers. 

In  December,  1884.  the  following  named  business  men  were  advertising 
in  a  local  paper:  Isherwood  &  Windle,  dry  goods;  Waynick  &  Hunter, 
groceries ;  S.  D.  Love,  dry  goods ;  Miss  Dunnington.  millinery  store ;  T.  E. 
Palmer  "exhibits  a  full  line  of  poems,  picture  frames,  games,  etc." ;  J.  W. 
Newby,  sewing  machines;  J.  B.  Stutsman,  dry  goods;  H.  Luecke,  tailor; 
Ji  S.  Snively.  hardware;  Bowlin  Brothers,  dry  goods  and  notions;  G.  S. 
Gibbs,  general  merchandise;  Robinson  &  Smith,  books,  toilet  sets,  miscel- 
laneous gift  books,  etc.;  E.  J.  Trobridge,  hardware,  etc.;  Holdefer  &  Ram- 
sey, men's  furnishings;  Walters  &  Barton,  drug  store;  J.  M.  Hatcher,  cigars, 
candies,  nuts,  dates,  and  staple  groceries ;  Prior  Tinsley,  jewelry,  etc. ;  Chase 
Brothers,  groceries,  flour,  apples,  etc. ;  French  &  True,  dry  goods ;  Jackson  & 
Mentzer,  groceries*  nuts,  fancy  confectionery,  etc. ;  Blotcky  Brothers,  dry 
goods  and  groceries ;  Eidamiller  Brothcrs.dry  goods ;  I^ew  Tamasica,  restau- 
rant; Joe  Brock,  cigars,  etc.;  Steinhilber,  furniture:  W.  H.  Axline,  drug 
store ;  King's  Book  and  News  Store ;  Olmstead.  jewelry,  etc. ;  Carl  &  Graves, 
furniture;  Wheeler  Brothers,  hardware,  etc.;  Dr.  L.  D.  Frost,  drug  store  and 
notions,  etc. 

EARLY  ADVERTISING. 

Some  of  these  pioneer  business  men  were  adroit  advertisers.  The 
Shelby  County  Record  of  October  29,  1874,  contains  this  novel  advertise- 
ment :  "A  new  swindle  has  been  discovered  in  the  shape  of  a  basswood  man. 
He  is  the  man  who  sells  poor  lumber  at  big  prices.  But  Tom  Ledwich  isn't 
the  man,  for  he  deals  on  the  square  and  in  No.  1  lumber,  at  fair  prices.  His 
main  yard  is  at  Avoca.  but  he  also  has  a  branch  yard  at  Harlan.  Interview 
him." 

An  early  photographer  of  Harlan  ran  this  rather  interesting  advertise- 
ment in  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  May  7,  1874:  "Photographs. — 
Luccock's  Photograph  Gallery  still  appears  to  be  the  most  popular  resort;  it 
even  beats  the  millinery  shops  for  lady  callers  as  those  who  have  been  sup- 
plied call  occasionally  to  see  the  constantly  increasing  array  of  fine  specimens 
comprising  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  Shelby  county-  Why  don't  some 
young  man.  who  is  fond  of  company,  come  and  learn  the  art,  as  I  will  sell 
my  outfit  cheap  if  I  can  get  off  soon,  as  I  want  to  go  up  to  Minnesota  this 
spring  and  make  a  trip  down  the  river  in  a  floating  gallery  taking  photo- 
graphs and  at  the  same  time  making  a  panorama  of  the  beautiful  scenery, 
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towns,  etc.,  which  abounds  along  the  shores  of  the  Father  of  Waters.  A 
partner  wanted  for  this  trip." 

THE  DOCTOR  SPEAKS  AGAIN ! 

"Don't  forget  it!  Dr.  Frost  can  sell  you  just  as  many  groceries,  candies, 
drugs,  notions  and  tobaccos  for  the  money,  as  any  one  in  America  or  Avoca." 

An  interesting  ad.  is :  "Congress  has  met.  Boss  Tweed  has  taken  leg  bail, 
Kerr  is  speaker.  Therefore,  do  not  fail  to  call  on  Dr.  Frost  and  settle  before 
court,  or  otherwise  before  January  1,  1876." 

To  trace  the  names  of  the  subsequent  business  men  of  Harlan  would 
far  transcend  the  scope  of  this  volume.  Men  have  come,  Temained  a  few 
months,  or  years,  and  then  been  swallowed  up  in  the  eddies  and  whirlpools  of 
migration,  no  one  knows  where.  Some  of  the  men  or  business  houses  (not 
already  enumerated),  that  have  been  very  long  in  business  in  Harlan,  would 
include :  Booth  Implement  Company,  George  D.  Pierce,  P.  Hammer  &  Com- 
pany, the  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company  (T.  H.  Potter,  manager),  and 
especially  W.  T.  Shepherd,  former  manager  of  the  local  yard  and  now  an 
auditor  of  the  company ;  John  Koolbeck,  N.  Nielson,  the  Shelby  County  State 
Bank,  Crique  Harness  Store,  Joseph  F.  Beh,  Joseph  Merrill,  the  Shelby 
County  Republican  (P.  B.  Brown,  editor),  the  Harlan  Tribune  (W.  C.  Camp- 
bell, editor).  D.  M.  Deen,  James  Deen,  Hansen-Lage  store,  Hansen  &  Han- 
son, Rasmussen  &  Son,  Kemp  &  Downs,  John  Kent,  U.  G.  King,  D.  Mason, 
J.  W.  Miller,  J.  F.  Pexton.  L.  Larson,  Pierce  Brothers,  L.  M.  Kerr,  Otto 
Hammer,  F.  F.  Wunder.  T.  N.  Franklin,  C.  A.  Reynolds.  C.  D.  Booth,  C.  O. 
White,  and  others. 

The  present  business  men  of  Harlan,  together  with  the  lines  of  business 
represented  by  them  are  as  follows:  Anthony  &  Carter,  feed  exchange; 
Nels  Bisgard,  grocery;  Al  Bauder,  blacksmith ;  Bee  Hive  Store,  Jens  Sorren- 
sen.  proprietor,  general  merchandise;  Booth  Implement  Company;  Beh- 
Merrill  Company,  general  merchandise;  Barkman  &  Foxhoven.  barbers; 
Hans  Boysen,  clothing;  Boysen  &  Schaack,  furniture  and  undertaking;  W. 
M.  Bomberger.  nursery;  P.  B.  Brown,  David  Brown,  Republican  office;  Har- 
lan Laundry;  W.  C.  Campbell.  H.  W.  Campbell,  Tribune  office;  Cockerell 
Engineering  Company  (C.  A.  Cockerell.  proprietor)  ;  W.  H.  Carl  &  Son. 
furniture  and  undertaking;  Cement  works  (Charles  Swinehart,  manager); 
Louis  Christensen,  implements  and  automobiles;  George  Crawford,  carpenter; 
Danish  Printing  Office,  J.  C.  Lunn,  proprietor:  Dacken  &  Moore,  barbers; 
(.6) 
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Deen  &  Johnson,  restaurant;  J.  M.  Deen,  manufacturer;  D.  M.  Deen,  marble 
works ;  Deen  Loom  Company  (J.  M.  Deen,  manager)  ;  Dow  &  Sandham 
(John  Sandham,  manager),  lumber  yard;  F.  E.  Darling,  agent  C.  G.  W. 
Railway  Company;  R.  G.  Fay,  hardware  store  and  repair  shop;  Farmers' 
&  Merchants'  Savings  Bank,  A.  C.  Clapp,  president;  John  Frederickson, 
draying  (auto  truck)  ;  R.  W.  Fuller,  grocery;  H.  J.  Garland,  agent  C,  R.  I. 
&  P.  Railway  Company ;  G.  S.  Garnet,  Standard  Oil ;  Green  Bay  Lumber  Com- 
pany, T.  H.  Potter,  manager;  John  Goddard,  dairy;  Guaranty  Abstract  Com- 
pany ;  P.  Hammer  &  Company,  general  merchandise ;  Harlan  National  Bank, 
J.  E.  Davis,  president;  C.  D.  Hansen,  gardener;  C.  J.  Hansen,  implements; 
George  Hoisingt<  n,  painter  and  paper  hanger ;  Hansen  &  Hanson,  hardware ; 
W.  C.  Hadson,  livery  barn;  H.  N.  Hansen,  land  office;  Hansen  &  Lage,  gen- 
eral merchandise;  C.  L.  Harlan  &  Company,  drugs;  Harlan  Clothing  Com- 
pany (B.  B.  Griffith,  proprietor);  Harlan  Creamery  Company;  Harlan 
Garage;  Harlan  Hardware  (Rule  &  Son);  Harlan  Produce  Company  (John 
Gould,  manager);  Harlan  City  Roller  Mills  (Rasmussen  &  Son);  Harlan 
Tire  Repair  Company ;  Harlan  Steam  Laundry ;  C.  W.  Harris  bakery ;  E.  M. 
Hertert,  land  and  loan  office;  George  Hoisington,  painter  and  paper  hanger; 
Harlan  Hotel  (Hughes  Brothers,  proprietors) ;  Park  Hotel;  Shipp  Hotel  (Ed. 
Shipp.  proprietor);  Joseph  Huffman,  excavating;  F.  A.  Hulsebus,  garage; 
Hulsebus  Motor  Company;  George  Jack,  loans;  Kemp  &  Downs,  meat  market; 
John  Kent,  restaurant ;  \J.  G.  King,  carpenter  shop ;  W.  R.  Koolbeck,  restau- 
rant;  N,  G.  Kraschcl.  auctioneer;  J.  M.  Kringle,  painter  and  paper  hanger;  L. 
Larson,  shoe  store:  VV.  H.  Lemke,  dry  goods;  \V.  A.  Lessenger,  live  stock;  H. 
H.  Luecke,  clothing;  David  Mason,  livery  barn  ;  VV.  H.  McConnell  &  Son.  meat 
market;  Perry  Mayne,  dairy;  W.  H.  McConnell,  blacksmith:  Merrell  Canning 
Company;  Henry  Neumeyer,  barber;  N.  Nielsen,  jeweler;  J.  W.  Miller,  book 
store;  W.  A.  Morehouse,  studio;  B.  B.  McPheeters,  drug  store;  Nelson  Gas 
Engine  Company ;  N.  P.  Nelson,  blacksmith ;  Moody  M.  Nelson,  automobiles 
and  garages;  John  Norgaard,  drug  store;  James  C.  Olsen,  tailor;  A.  J.  Pattee, 
restaurant;  J.  F.  Pexton,  drug  store;  Pierce  Brothers,  grocery,  feed  and  flour 
exchange;  Poole's  Feed  Store  (R.  E.  Poole,  proprietor)  ;  L.  F.  Potter,  banker; 
Princess  Candy  Kitchen,  Frank  Pardi,  proprietor;  H.  H.  Paup,  live  stock; 
George  Paup",  live  stock;  (Juick  &  Stutzman,  barbers;  Paul  Rettig,  harness 
shop;  C.  A.  Reyrfolds,  postmaster;  C.  F.  Swift,  real  estate;  Shelby  County 
State  Bank,  H.  P.  Dowling,  president:  W.  W.  Simpson,  contractor;  L  E. 
Smith,  agent  C.  &  N.  W  Railway  Company;  Lewis  J.  Smith,  feed  stables; 
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Shelby  County  Abstract  Company;  Don  R.  Stuart,  planing  mill;  Tinsley  & 
Tinsley,  jewelers  and  opticians;  W.  H.  Townsan,  express  office;  Trans- 
Mississippi  Grain  Company;  Charles  Weber,  baker  and  confectioner;  White 
Brothers,  restaurant;  Philip  Wirth.  painter  and  paper  hanger;  O.  P.  Wyland, 
real  estate  and  loan  office;  Wilson  D.  Young,  contractor. 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN. 

Eh*.  James  Bisgard,  Dr.  H.  Bocken,  Dr.  B.  O.  Burton,  Byers,  Byers  & 
Miller,  Dr.  E.  L.  Cook,  Dr.  E.  A.  Cobb,  Cullison  &  Cullison,  Dr.  George  E. 
Erret,  Dr.  E.  A.  Moore,  Dr.  Frank  Maassen,  Dr.  E.  J.  Smith,  Smith  &  Gun- 
derson,  D.  O.  Stuart,  Dr.  Parchen.  Dr.  J.  F.  Terrill,  Dr.  Vannatta,  E.  S. 
White,  J.  B.  Whitney,  Dr.  R.  L.  Osborn,  Superintendent  M.  C.  Galpin,  of 
the  city  schools. 

BUSINESS  MEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Harlan  has  always  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  leading  spirits  who 
wished  the  town  to  make  progress.  These  men  at  various  times  have  banded 
themselves  together  to  work  for  the  town,  and  have  gladly  spent  time  and 
money  to  forward  the  best  interests  of  the  town.  The  author  sets  out  herein 
two  of  the  programs  at  banquets  held  by  the  present  Commercial  Exchange, 
which  indicate  the  happy  character  of  the  occasions. 

At  the  court  house  on  Saturday  evening,  November  29,  1879,  there  was 
a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Harlan  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
citizens'  association.  The  purpose  of  this  association  was  to  "promote  the 
best  interests  of  Harlan,  and  to  assist  in  building  up  factories  and  substantial 
improvements."  The  call  was  signed  by  the  following  persons:  C.  J. 
Wyland,  W.  L.  Baughn,  J.  B.  Stutsman,  M.  M.  Bechtel,  JohnCoenen,  O.  H. 
Cone,  J.  W.  Chatburn,  W.  H.  Kridler,  Eidamiller  Brothers,  W.  H.  Freeman, 
Chase  Brothers,  D.  M.  Wyland,  J.  W.  Newby,  R.  E.  Carruthers,  Bowlin  & 
Brothers,  E.  Y.  Greenleaf,  C.  Beard.  B.  W.  Burke,  L.  D.  Frost,  C.  Happe,  J. 
B.  Wyland.  W.  H.  Carl,  A.  B.  King,  Joseph  Stiles,  J.  I.  Myerfy,  H.  C.  Hol- 
comb,  John  L.  I>ong,  J.  E.  Weaver,  Alden  K.  Riley,  H.  C.  Munger,  Tinsley 
Brothers.  I.  Gibson,  A.  W.  Barton.  W.  H.  Ramsey,  T.  J.  Robinson,  Wicks  & 
Burke,  G.  S.  Gibbs,  W.  H.  Isherwood.  George  W.  Miller,  W.  Closson, 
Wheeler  Brothers,  Truman  &  Smith,  Wesley  Scutt,  B.  I.  Kinsey,  J.  C.  Mc- 
Manima,  Tinsley  &  Brown,  George  H.  Walker,  J.  H.  Louis.  B.  B.  Mastick. 
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F.  E.  Benson,  J.  W.  DeSilva,  Ledwich,  Hunt  &  Long,  Watters  &  Barton,  R. 
W.  Robins. 

In  May,  1888,  the  officers  chosen  by  the  Business  Men's  Association 
were:  W.  J.  Davis,  president;  D.  M.  Wyland,  W.  W.  Wheeler,  vice-presi- 
dents; D.  B.  Sheller,  secretary;  J.  T.  Jack,  treasurer.  Thirty  names  were 
then  on  the  rolls  and  new  ones  constantly  being  added. 

COMMERCIAL  EXCHANGE. 

On  Thursday  evening.  December  3,  1903.  the  Harlan  Commercial  Ex- 
change had  its  annual  meeting  and  banquet,  lion.  L.  F.  Potter  was  elected 
president,  to  succeed  E.  W.  Davis;  C.  G.  Warren,  vice-president;  C.  F.  Swift, 
treasurer;  C.  D.  Booth,  secretary;  P.  B.  Brown,  assistant  secretary.  H.  W. 
Byers  was  toast-master.    The  program  was  as  follows: 

Invocation,  H.  B.  Kee*;  Music,  Harlan  Male  Quartette;  Greetings, 
Toast-master;  "Mixing  Politics.  Real  Estate,  Fine  Stock  and  Other  Things," 
C.  F.  Swift:  "Our  Needs  from  a  Sanitary  Standpoint,"  L.  B.  Robinson; 
"The  Commercial  Exchange,"  J.  B.  Whitney;  Music.  Harlan  Male  Quar- 
tette; "Sells  and  Sales."  Joseph  Michmcr;  "Tin  Cans.  Soft  Solder  and  Sweet 
Com,"  A-  R.  Mcrrell:  "Impressions  of  Harlan."  Tom  C.  Smith;  Music,  Har- 
lan Male  Quartette;  "Old  and  New  Citizenship."  George  M.  Pedersen ;  "Line 
Intersections,"  C.  D.  Booth:  "Review  of  Reviews,"  E.  Lockwood;  Moving 
Pictures 

In  1903  the  Commercial  Exchange  had  a  banquet  with  the  following 
program:  Invocation  by  Rev.  James  Parsons;  John  Sandham  presided  as 
toast-master:  "The  People  that  Mal-e  a  Town,"  C.  W  Cullison:  "A  Puzzle 
—  The  Secrets  of  a  Political  Appointment."  W.  T.  Shepherd;  "The  Coming 
Generation,"  J.  J.  Louis;  "Early  Times  and  N'ow,"  E.  P.  Noble:  "Why 
Doesn't  a  Doctor  Take  His  Own  Medicine?"  Dr.  E.  J.  Smith;  "The  Business 
Man  and  the  Church."  D.  ().  Stuart;  "The  Retired  Farmer,"  C.  F.  Swift: 
"My  Official  Record:  Is  It  Good  as  the  Average?"  Edmund  Ijnckwood. 

The  present  officers  are  C.  D.  Booth,  president,  and  C.  A  Reynolds, 
secretary. 

BUILDERS. 

A  number  of  men  deserve  to  be  remembered  as  builders  of  business 
blocks  in  Harlan.  First  and  foremost  of  these  was  James  M.  Long,  who, 
about  1HS0.  built  the  Harlan  opera  house;  the  block  of  which  "Hotel  Harlan" 
is  a  part;  also  the  Hub  block,  now  owned  by  O.  P.  Wyland,  and  other  blocks 
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in  the  town.  Other  men  who  erected  substantial  business  buildings  were 
John  Coenen,  Joseph  F.  Heh,  Booth  Implement  Company,  R.  E.  Poole,  Chris 
Anderson,  the  Shelby  County  Bank,  the  Harlan  Bank,  and  later  the  Farmers 
&  Merchants'  Savings  Bank,  Ira  B.  Overholt,  Carl  &  Graves,  N.  Booth,  VV. 
W.  W  heeler.  Luecke  &  Escher,  Hulsebus  Motor  Company,  T.  R.  Westrope, 
J.  B.  Stutsman.  P.  B.  Brown,  W.  C.  Campbell.  H.  Baughn,  C.  C.  Weber. 
George  Walters,  and  others. 

TOWN  AM)  CITY  IMPROVEMENTS  AND  PUBLIC  UTILITIES. 

In  May,  1881,  the  city  council  decided  to  accept  the  offer  of  James  M. 
Long  to  convey  to  the  town  a  lot  on  the  north  side  of  Court  street  on  which 
to  build  "a  town  house,"  the  consideration  being  one  dollar,  and  the  estab- 
lishment by  the  town  of  the  grant  of  Court  street  between  First  and  Second 
streets.  At  that  time  it  was  planned  to  build  the  town  hall  so  as  to  provide 
a  meeting  place  for  the  council  and  to  provide  quarters  for  the  fire  department. 

In  June.  1881.  the  city  council  considered  plans  for  the  new  city  build- 
ing. These  plans  as  set  forth  in  a  paper  of  the  time  were:  "The  building 
will  be  twenty-four  by  forty-four,  two  stories  high,  and  built  of  brick.  The 
first  floor  will  be  used  by  the  fire  department  to  keep  the  apparatus  in.  The 
second  floor  will  be  divided  by  a  partition  in  which  will  be  sliding  doors. 
One  room  will  be  used  as  a  council  room,  the  other  as  a  place  for  the  fire 
companies  to  meet  in,  and,  should  occasion  require,  the  doors  can  be  opened 
and  the  entire  floor  thrown  into  one  room.  We  hear  that  the  contract  will 
be  let  as  soon  as  the  detail  plans  and  specifications  are  ready." 

In  1874,  a  number  of  Harlan  merchants,  including  Frank  Reynolds  and 
others,  had  sunk  a  well  and  had  provided  it  with  a  good  pump  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  public  square  so  that  teams  from  the  country  might  have  water. 

In  October,  1879.  the  city  council  of  Harlan  met  in  a  called  meeting 
for  the  "purpose  of  hearing  the  report  of  the  committee  on  water  works,  and 
also  to  consider  the  advisability  of  endeavoring  to  bring  the  water  from  the 
spring  west  of  town.  The  committee  reported  favorably,  and  seemed  to 
think  a  full  supply  could  be  obtained  from  that  point.  An  offer  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  made  to  Messrs.  Coenen  and  Stutsman,  to 
bring  the  water  into  town  and  provide  cisterns,  provided  they  would  guaran- 
tee a  supply  of  water. 

A  Harlan  paper  of  December  11,  1879.  contains  this  comment  which  is 
highly  interesting  as  a  retrospect :  "We  wish  to  again  call  the  attention  of 
our  business  men  and  town  authorities  to  the  fact  that  a  few  street  lamps  are 
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badly  needed  in  Harlan.  The  different  business  men  could  club  together  and 
put  up  a  few  at  some  of  the  principal  places,  at  a  comparatively  small  cost, 
and  would  be  richly  repaid  for  their  trouble  and  expense.  They  would  rest 
easier  in  their  beds,  after  having  the  consciousness  of  a  good  action.  Talk 
it  up  and  see  what  can  be  done." 

In  December,  1879,  the  question  of  levying  a  tax  of  seven  and  one-half 
mills  to  pay  for  waterworks  was  submitted  to  the  people  and  defeated. 

In  1 881,  French  &  True  had  added  a  fine  street  lamp  to  the  front  of  their 
store  building. 

The  first  town  water  works  was  a  well  near  the  present  city  hall,  about 
six  feet  in  diameter  and  alxout  sixty  feet  deep. 

A  Harlan  paper  of  April  19.  18S3.  has  this  reference  to  the  city  water 
works :  "The  wind  last  Friday  night  played  sad  havoc  with  the  town  wind- 
mill. It  did  not  blow  down,  but  received  a  terrible  twisting,  and  its  con- 
tortions scared  the  denizens  of  the  old  court  house  so  badly  that  they  sought 
other  quarters  lest  the  high  tower  should  tumble  on  them." 

At  a  special  election  January  20,  1891,  the  proposition  to  bond  the  city 
to  put  in  an  electric  light  and  waterworks  plant,  as  well  as  to  extend  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city,  was  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Thus 
the  first  step  was  taken  by  the  people,  but  it  was  only  through  the  careful, 
conservative  action  of  the  men  at  the  helm  who  wer°  entrusted  with  the 
responsibility,  that  final  and  complete  success  was  attained. 

After  the  preliminaries  of  survey,  estimates. 'etc..  the  council  in  an  all- 
night  session  on  May  12,  1891,  let  the  contract  for  putting  in  the  electric  light 
plant,  to  the  Edison  General  Electric  Company  of  Chicago,  for  the  sum  of 
$8,120.  Other  contracts  were  made  as  follows:  Building  power  house,  J. 
Walters,  $i,86o;  machinery  for  water  plant.  Eagle  Iron  Works.  $4,450; 
erecting  standpipe.  laying  mains,  etc  .  Fremont  Foundry,  $7,830.  Two 
eighty-horse-power  boilers  and  a  one  hnndred-horse-power  Ideal  engine 
furnished  the  nucleus  of  the  plant. 

In  1 89I,  voters  of  Harlan  gave  overwhelming  majorities  authorizing  the 
construction  of  water  works  and  the  establishment  of  electric  lights.  On 
Wednesday.  August  20,  1801,  a  monster  meeting  was  held  to  celebrate  the 
installation  of  the  electric  lights.  Fully  two  thousand  people  were  in  at- 
tendance. Music  was  furnished  by  the  Ladies'  Band  of  Kirkman  and  by  the 
Harlan  Cornet  Band.  Mayor  \V.  L.  Baughn  acted  as  chairman  of  the 
meeting.  The  first  speaker  was  Senator  \V.  F.  Cleveland,  who  spoke  on  the 
topic  "Town  of  Harlan*':  Hon  H.  W.  Byers  spoke  on  "Electric  Lights": 
Hon.  T.  H.  Smith  discussed  the  topic.  "Our  Mayor  and  Council":  Hon.  G. 
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W.  Cullison  talked  on  "Waterworks."  The  electricity  for  the  four  arc  lights 
at  the  corners  of  the  square  and  the  incandescent  lights  in  the  business  houses 
was  turned  on  on  Saturday  evenir/,  August  22.  1 891 . 

From  the  financial  statement  of  the  city  of  Harlan,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  March  31,  1914,  I  glean  that  the  inventory  value  of  the  city  water 
plant  is  $34,103.18,  and  of  the  city  electric  light  plant  is  $33,100.28. 

The  first  sewerage  in  Harlan  was  established  in  1906. 

The  first  paving  in  the  city  of  Harlan  was  in  1910  constructed  of  brick 
by  the  Lana  Construction  Company  on  the  public  square  of  the  city,  and  from 
the  public  square  to  the  Chicago  Great  Western  station,  and  in  191 1  Baldwin 
street  and  one  block  on  each  of  the  streets  leading  from  each  corner  of  the 
square  were  paved  with  concrete  by  G.  Mancini.  The  curb  and  gutter  for 
most  of  this  paving  was  constructed  by  the  Lana  Construction  Company. 

In  1913  additional  paving  of  asphaltic  concrete  was  provided  for,  the  bid 
being  let  to  the  National  Roofing  Company,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The  con- 
tract with  this  company  now  provides  that  the  construction  of  this  improve- 
ment shall  be  begun  in  the  spring  of  19 15.  Under  the  terms  of  this  con- 
tract, paving  will  be  laid  on  Victoria  street.  Durant  street,  Hill  street,  and 
the  north  and  south  streets  intersecting  Durant,  Baldwin  and  Victoria,  but 
not  south  of  Victoria. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Harlan  has  taken  at  all  times  much  pride  in  her  fire  department.  The 
Harlan  Herald  of  February  18.  1881,  has  this  to  say  of  the  first  meeting  at 
which  the  Harlan  fire  department  was  organized:  "A  meeting  was  "held  at 
the  court  house  on  Thursday  evening,  February  18,  1881;  to  perfect  an 
organization  of  the  Harlan  fire  department.  J.  B.  Stutsman  was  chairman 
and  M:  C.  McGrew,  secretary.  O.  F.  Graves  was  chosen  chief  engineer; 
Fred  Eidamiller,  foreman  of  the  engine  company;  Dan  Chase,  foreman  of 
the  hook  and  ladder  company;  and  O.  E.  Pearson,  foreman  of  the  hose  com- 
pany." Among  the  members  of  the  engine  company  were  such  well  known 
citizens  as  P.  F.  Murray,  John  Coenen.  C.  C.  Redfield,  B.  I.  Kinsey,  W.  H. 
Carl,  W.  H.  Bowlin,  E.  C.  Swain.  F.  Eidamiller,  Wr.  H.  Axline.  and  others. 
Among  the  members  of  the  hook  and  ladder  company  were  such  well  known 
citizens  as  R.  W.  Robins,  W.  H.  Ramsey,  T.  M.  Harford,  A*.  W.  Barton,  F. 
M.  Reynolds.  F.  B.  Eshelman,  John  Wallace.  D.  B.  Sheller,  S.  Blotcky.  J. 
W.  Seiter.  W.  H.  Cockerell,  E.  Douglas.  H.  W.  Byers.  N.  Booth,  C.  M. 
Downey.  T.  M.  Hathaway.  Jos.  Babcock,  Dan  Daly,  L.  M.  Bechtell.  N.  H. 
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Chase,  Ben  Trucks,  and  others,  while  among  members  of  the  hose  company 
were  W.  C.  Campbell,  Thomas  Ledwich,  S.  K.  Pratt,  Hoyt  Sherman,  Jr., 
W.  M.  Oungst,  C.  A.  Muntzer,  T.  E.  Palmer.  David  Mason.  J.  M.  Gillespie, 
William  Noble,  E.  D.  Potter,  C.  R.  Pratt,  and  others. 

In  the  Harlan  Tribune  of  April  20,  1881,  there  is  a  letter  from  B.  L. 
Harding,  of  Osceola.  Iowa,  expressing  thanks  for  the  naming  of  a  hose  com- 
pany after  him,  and  inclosing  a  draft  for  fifty  dollars  towards  buying  uni- 
forms, also  offering  a  special  prize  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  winning  of  an  event 
in  the  Firemen's  Tournament  at  Council  Bluffs. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Harlan  fire  department  many  of  the  social 
affairs  centered  about  the  department,  in  which  practically  all  of  the  citizens 
took  a  lively  interest.  On  June  3  and  4.  1881.  at  Long's  Hall,  a  grand  fair 
was  held,  the  object  of  which  was  to  secure  funds  to  pay  for  uniforms  and 
"other  essentials  to  a  well-ordered  and  creditable  department.''  The  elaborate 
character  of  the  fair  and  the  minute  and  careful  way  in  which  the  details 
were  looked  after  is  well  illustrated  by  the  following  list  of  committees,  etc. : 
Superintendent  of  hall  and  table  decoration.  Miss  Carrie  Harvey  ;  committee 
on  distributing  prizes.  Mr.  E.  R.  Parmelee;  committee  on  flowers  and  bou- 
quets, Misses  I^aura  Bayer  and  Ella  Burke;  committee  on  tables  and  waiters, 
Mr.  C.  R.  Pratt;  committee  on  lemonade  and  confectionery.  Mr.  A.  C.  Rey- 
nolds; committee  on  fancy  work,  Mrs.  O.  E.  Craves;  committee  on  Japanese 
lottery.  Misses  Bessie  Bechtel  and  Ella  Noble;  committee  on  receptions  and 
introductions.  Mayor  Ledwich. 

Early  in  1881 ,  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  department,  the  town 
and  the  fire  department  began  to  take  interest  in  the  tests  of  speed  in  handling 
fire  apparatus.  The  Harlan  Herald  of  June  2,  1881.  contains  this  bit  of 
news : 

"a  ciiAi.r.i:\<;F  accepted. 

"While  the  fire  department  was  in  Avoca  last  Thursday  evening.  Mayor 
Ledwich  challenged  the  Avoca  company  to  a  friendly  contest,  to  take  place 
in  Harlan  at  some  time  in  the  future.  The  Red  Jackets  accepted  on  condi- 
tion that  it  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  tournament,  they  agreeing  to 
give  a  week's  notice  of  the  time  selected.  The  trial  will  be  as  follows :  The- 
engine  companies  to  run  one  hundred  yards/take  water  from  cistern  number 
three  and  throw  it  on  top  of  the  City  Hotel  building,  the  company  getting 
water  there  in  the  shortest  time  winning:  should  the  Avoca  company  win, 
Harlan  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  trip  from  Avoca  and  return.  We  believe 
that  Harlan  can  win  if  our  boys  will  get  down  to  business;  but  we  have  an 
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old  company,  and  a  well  disciplined  one,  to  contend  with,  ana  no  boy's  play 
will  win.  Now  up  and  at  them,  and  work  for  the  honor  of  our  fire  depart- 
ment and  our  town." 

On  March  23,  1885,  a  grand  ball  was  given  at  Long's  hall  for  the  benefit 
of  the  B.  L.  Harding  hose  team ;  tickets  were  one  dollar.  The  committee  was 
composed  of  J.  T.  Graham,  H.  C.  Munger,  W.  C.  Campbell,  and  C.  R.  Pratt. 

In  April,  1881,  the  Harlan  Hose  Team  had  a  track  extending  south  from 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  square  to  the  home  of  Mr.  True. 

MAYORS. 

The  mayors  of  Harlan,  from  1879  to  date,  are  as  follows:  William 
Wyland,  Warren  Closson.  Thomas  Ledwich,  R.  M.  Jameson,  Thomas  Led- 
wich,  O.  F.  Graves.  E.  J.  Smith,  P.  B.  Hunt,  B.  F.  Eshelman,  F.  M.  Bowlin, 
W.  L.  Baughn,  W.  J.  Davis.  W.  T.  Shepherd,  J.  W.  Chatburn,  M.  Fretz,  C. 
G.  Warren,  L.  B.  Robinson,  C  F.  Swift,  James  C.  Byers,  J.  H.  Louis,  Edmund 
Lockwood,  W.  L.  Baughn,  George  B.  Gunderson. 

The  present  city  council  is  composed  of  the  following  persons:  Dr.  S. 
L.  Beaver,  W.  W.  Simpson,  A.  W.  Barton,  Morris  Frederickson,  J.  H.  Paup. 
and  J.  H.  Frederickson. 

RECORDERS  AND  CLERKS. 

The  recorders  of  the  town  beginning  with  1879  and  ending  with  1896, 
were:  Cyrus  Beard.  S.  H.  Watters,  J.  E.  Weaver,  J.  S.  Mills,  E.  M.  Hertert, 
J.  S.  Mills,  Menzo  Fretz,  J.  D.  Keat,  Menzo  Fretz.  In  1896  the  recording 
officer  of  the  town,  under  the  law,  became  known  as  the  city  clerk.  The  city 
clerks  to  date,  beginning  with  1896,  have  been:  Menzo  Fretz,  J.  W.  Miller, 
S.  B.  Morrissey,  O.  S.  Donahue,  D.  J.  Booth,  M.  O.  Roland,  H.  E.  Swain, 
J.  P.  Hertert,  O.  F.  Graves.  J.  A.  Shafer.  William  Hayes. 

SUCCESSIVE   POST   OFFICES   AND  POSTMASTERS. 

The  postofTtce  of  Ravenwood,  forerunner  of  Harlan,  was  established 
June  8,  1857,  with  James  H.  Adams  as  postmaster,  but  the  name  was  changed 
July  15^1858.  to  Somida  (Simoda). 

The  postoffice  of  Simoda,  or  Somida,  was  established  July  15,  1858, 
with  E.  W.  Holbrook  as  postmaster,  but  the  name  was  changed  April  23, 
1859. 
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The  postoffice  of  Harlan  was  established  April  23,  1859,  with  William 
Henderson  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters  in  order  to  date 
were:  William  Wyland,  C.  F.  H.  Forbes,  H.  C.  Holcomb,  D.  H.  Randall, 
E.  W.  Davis,  J.  W.  DeSilva,  N.  W.  Babcock,  S.  I*.  Kinsey,  B.  I.  Kinsey,  J. 
B.  Stutsman,  Joseph  II.  Reynolds.  J.  W.  French,  Charles  W.  Rhinesmith 
and  Charles  A.  Reynolds. 

SOME  EARLY  FINANCES — ASSESSED  VALUATION. 

In  1881  the  board  of  equalization  reported  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
town,  including  both  real  and  personal  property,  at  three  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  six  months  ending  October  31,  i88~\  according  to  the  mayor's 
report,  the  town  of  Harlan  received  the  following  sums  of  money  from 


licenses  and  fines: 

To  saloon  license  $2,100.00 

To  dray  license      35°° 

To  billiard  license    60.00 

To  theatre,  auctioneer,  etc.   5^oo 

To  tines  collected   40.00 


$2,287.00 

SALOONS. 

The  first  saloon  in  Harlan  seems  to  have  been  started  in  February,.  1874. 
It  is  interesting,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  saloon  business  in  Harlan  never 
was  exceedingly  profitable,  to  note  what  the  newspapers  at  that  time,  had  to 
say  about  it.  This  paper  state>  that  "a  saloon  has  finally  been  started  in 
Harlan,"  stating  that  the  same  is  "contrary  to  the  wishes  and  obnoxious  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  better  cla^s  of  the  community."  and  that  "it  affords  a 
loafing  place  for  the  idle  and  worthless,  but  when  young  persons  begin  to 
frequent  it  and  swill  lager,  it  had  better  be  closed,  quietly,  if  possible,  forcibly 
if  necessary."  Early  in  March,  1S70.  it  would  appear  that  order  of  Harlan 
was  not  first  class.    This  is  what  an  editor  thought  about  it: 

"From  the  general  racket  Thursday  night  one  would  have  supposed 
Harlan  was  upon  the  Texas  border  or  that  the  Modocks  had  broke  loose  in 
our  midst.  That  won't  do,  boys;  it  not  only  gives  our  town  a  bad  name,  but 
it  is  terribly  demoralizing  to  the  participants  in  such  rowdyism." 

For  many  years,  and  especially  during  the  saloon  days  of  Harlan,  there 
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was  a  good  deal  of  lawlessness,  even  so  late  as  1883.  Pistols  and  knives 
sometimes  made  their  appearance  on  the  streets  of  the  public  square.  There 
were  narrow  escapes  from  injury  and  shots  were  actually  fired  at  men;  the 
marshal  at  the  time  seemed  unable  to  deal  satisfactorily  and  effectively  with 
the  situation. 

In  1 88 1  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  city  council  asking  that  body  not 
to  grant  license  to  anyone  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Harlan.  It  was  signed  by  one  hundred  voters  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  women. 

In  1894,  Harlan  had  four  saloons,  under  the  Martin  law.  For  ten  years 
prior  to  that  time  there  had  been  no  saloons  in  the  city. 

REFERENCES  TO  HARLAN   IN  EARLY  HISTORIES. 

* 

t 

Andreas'  History  of  1875  nas  tn's  to  say  of  Harlan: 

"This  is  the  county  seat,  and  is  situated  a  little  south  of  the  geographical 
center  of  the  county,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Xishnabotna,  and  just  below 
the  conflux  of  the  middle  and  west  branches  of  that  river.  The  town  stands 
on  the  second  bottom,  which  gradually  rises  from  the  river,  affording  a  fine 
view  up  and  down  the  valley,  while  the  hills  of  the  high  rolling  prairies  rise 
above  each  other  until  they  seem  to  blend  with  the  distant  sky.  On  the  north 
and  west  the  hills  protect  the  town  to  some  extent  from  the  fury  of  the  pre- 
vailing winds  of  autumn  and  winter,  rendering  the  site  a  desirable  one.  The 
town  contains  several  churches,  good  schools,  a  number  of  business  houses, 
and  is  destined  to  become  a  place  of  some  importance." 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  HARLAN  RY  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  "HISTORY  OF  WESTERN  IOWA" 

OF  1882. 

"The  citv  is  laid  out  in  a  different  manner  from  most  northern  cities, 
and  but  for  its  life  and  enterprise,  which  are  apparent  at  first  glance,  would 
give  one  the  impression  of  a  Spanish  or  Mexican  town.  Though  the  city 
has  numerous  streets  and  considerable  traffic  in  all  directions,  yet  the  main 
business  portion  of  the  place  faces  the  center  of  the  square  of  about  one  block 
in  size,  in  the  extreme  center  of  which  is  enclosed  the  court  house.  The 
arrangement  throws  the  heavier  portion  of  the  trade  of  the  place  around  a 
common  center,  and  makes  easy  of  access  any  business  house.  The  buildings 
centering  around  the  square  are  remarkably  good  for  a  new  city,  and  many 
of  them  are  large  brick  structures  that  would  be  a  credit  to  a  place  three  times 
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the  size  of  Harlan.  The  merchants  all  seem  to  he  thriving,  and  heavy  and 
well  selected  stocks  of  goods  are  the  rule. 

"Eight  general  merchandise  stores,  four  drug  stores,  three  banks,  repre- 
senting an  aggregate  capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  or 
more,  boot  and  shoe  store,  book  and  news  store,  three  grocery  and  crockery 
stores,  two  merchant  tailor  shops,  two  clothing  and  hat  and  cap  stores,  three 
hardware  stores,  two  furniture  and  undertaking  establishments,  three  mill- 
iners, three  dressmakers,  four  agricultural  implement  dealers,  three  lumber 
yards,  four  coal  dealers,  two  jewelers,  five  land  and  loan  agents,  two  brokers, 
five  grain  dealers,  four  stock  dealers,  three  newspapers,  two  photographers, 
three  barbers,  three  hotels,  six  restaurants,  billiard  hall  and  saloon,  billiard 
hall,  four  saloons,  two  livery  stables,  four  blacksmith  shops,  two  blacksmith 
and  wagon  shops,  five  paint  shops,  ten  contractors  and  builders  of  various 
descriptions,  three  harness  makers,  four  boot  and  shoe  makers,  two  bakers, 
two  brickyards,  each  employing  quite  a  number  of  men,  two  grist  mills,  one 
run  by  steam  and  the  other  by  water;  creamery,  fence  factory,  three  meat 
markets,  nursery,  two  butter  and  egg  dealers,  house-mover,  thirteen  insur- 
ance agents.  One  of  the  blacksmith  shops  mentioned  does  considerable  ma- 
chine work.  The  professions  are  represented  by  eighteen  attorneys,  eleven 
physicians,  two  surveyors,  dentist  and  three  music  teachers." 

The  growth  of  Harlan  has  been  steady  and  satisfactory.  Based  upon 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  unnatural  l>ooin  or  boost.  Harlan  has  never  suf- 
fered a  decline  in  population.  In  1896  it  was  organi7ed  as  a  city  of  the 
second  class,  its  population  in  1895  having  reached  a  total  of  2,297.  Owning 
both  its  lighting  and  water  plants,  with  sewerage  and  paving,  its 'public 
square  and  streets  leading  to  the  railway  stations  illuminated  by  beautiful 
electroliers,  with  beautiful  new  residences  and  substantial  business  blocks 
being  erected,  with  recent  costly  improvements  in  several  of  the  city  churches, 
with  a  live  Commercial  Kxchange.  with  its  population  passing  the  3,000 
mark,  in  the  heart  of  one  of  the  surest  and  richest  agricultural  regions  in  the 
world  "flowing  with  milk  and  honey."  with  thousands  of  beef  and  dairy 
cattle  on  its  thousands  of  blue  grass,  timothy,  clover  and  alfalfa  hills  and 
valleys,  the  seat  of  Shelby  county  may  well  command  the  pride  and  best 
hopes  and  wishes  of  her  people.  Its  citizens  mean  that  it  shall  move  on  to 
greater  things,  which  will  make  it  a  most  attractive  place  in  which  to  live,  be 
neighborly  and  do  good. 
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SHELBY. 

The  town  of  Shelby  has  the  peculiar  distinction  of  being  the  first  town 
in  Shelby  county  to  have  railroad  facilities,  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  railway  having  passed  through  there  in  1868,  and  also  the  further 
distinction  of  being  the  first  town  incorporated  in  Shelby  county.  It  is  said 
that  the  land  upon  which  the  town  now  stands  was  first  owned  by  James 
Hawkins,  an  Englishman,  who  had  served  in  the  Mexican  and  Civil  Wars, 
and  who,  it  is  saidv  settled  on  the  banks  of  Silver  creek  southeast  of  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Shelby  in  1866,  at  which  time  he  erected  a  log  cabin. 

The  first  house  built  in  Shelby  was  the  section  house  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railway  Company.  Soon  after  houses  were  erected  by  Alexander  Thomp- 
son and  James  W.  Linn  in  1869.  Shortly  following  J.  M.  Wood  built  the 
Shelby  House  and  opened  a  general  store,  which  subsequently  became  the 
property  of  L.  Benham.  In  the  same  year  Dr.  J.  W.  Campbell  began  to  con- 
duct a  general  store.  Other  early  general  merchants  were  the  Harrod 
brothers,  who  subsequently  removed  to  Harlan,  one  of  them  later  holding 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  of  the  county.  Another  man,  destined 
to  make  his  mark  in  the  town  of  Shelby  and  to  be  eminently  successful  in 
business  there,  was  J.  D.  Caughran,  who  established  himself  in  Shelby  in 
1872  in  the  grain,  lumber  and  stock  business,  in  1873  going  into  partnership 
with  John  Davis.  Mr.  Caughran,  by  the  way,  later  became  one  of  the  great 
men  of  Tacoma,  Washington,  whither  he  removed  about  1880. 

In  the  fall  of  1874  there  came  from  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  another  man 
destined  to  build  up  a  great  business  in  Shelby  and  vicinity,  E.  C.  Clapp,  who 
established  a  general  store  which  he  operated  for  about  ten  years  when  he 
became  one  of  the  banking  firm  of  Davis  &  Clapp.  proprietors  of  the  Citizens' 
Bank,  later  conducting  the  bank  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons.  M.  E.  and 
A.  C. 

Another  strong  man  to  arrive  at  Shelby  in  a  very  early  day  was  J.  P. 
McEwen,  from  Scott  county.  Iowa.  lie  represented  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company  in  the  sale  of  its  wild  lands  and  he  soon 
became  prominent  not  only  in  the  local  affairs  of  Shelby  and  Shelby  town- 
ship, but  in  the  larger  field  of  the  county  affairs,  as  county  auditor. 

Other  early  settlers  and  business  men  of  Shelby  were:  S.  D.  Abbott, 
Blotckv  Brothers,  Bonne  &  Morton,  John  Burwell,  C.  II.  Boyden.  M.  Graham, 
W.  F.  Christopher,  H.  Cox,  J.  S.  Dee,  Thomas  Davison,  John  Sandham  (a 
pioneer  grain  dealer  and  lumberman  of  the  county  with  the  firm  of  J.  F. 
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Dow  &  Company).  John  F.  Est),  C.  H.  Fancher  (attorney),  H.  C.  Foster, 
Gabriel,  Rees  &  Company.  \V.  P.  Gamiong,  Enoch  Heiliir.  J.  II  Helm,  Ward 
H.  Hills,  Ur.  X.  Jasper  Jones  (one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of  the  county), 
F.  M.  Keeny.  C  harles  Kostelecky,  J.  F.  Loomis,  A.  Ludden,  Z.  H.  McCombs, 
W.  M.  xMcCovvn,  O.  Means,  F.  Meier,  T.  C.  Mickey,  F.  A.  Miller,  L.  L. 
Moore,  J.  Morgan,  C.  W.  Penn,  A.  J.  Pickett,  R.  D.  Prouty,  John  Pomcroy 
(for  some  years  editor  of  the  Xcivs),  W.  R.  Pomeroy,  R  M.  Pomeroy,  II.  D. 
Reed.  T.  \\r.  Chatburn.  J.  Wolkcy.  Seiffeii  &  Wise.  H.  Sievcrs,  Dr.  J.  Smiley, 
Emil  Sunier,  Dr.  F.  Ward  (dentist).  Dr.  J.  W.  Campbell,  P.  K.  Walters  (a 
famous  pioneer  Shorthorn  cattle  breeder),  P.  Wiese,  Winters  &  Morgan, 
E.  A.  Worth.  H.  M.  Fagan,  F.  C.  Egger*.  J.  F,  Mayne,  and  others. 

Shelby  and  vicinity  has  furnished  a  uumlxr  of  county  officers  in  addition 
to  Mr.  McEwen.  R.  M.  Pomerov,  who  yet  resides  in  the  town,  serve<l  two 
terms  as  treasurer  of  Shelby  county;  ("apt.  I).  C.  Cooper  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  suj>ervisors  for  a  number  of  years  and  Arthur  Pryor  is  now, 
and  has  in  the  past,  served  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors. It  also  had  the  honor  of  furnishing  one  who  for  many  years  was 
the  most  faithful  and  coni|)eteut  chief  clerk  of  the  Iowa  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, C.  R.  Benedict,  who  throughout  his  lite  was  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  the  county,  and  restless  in  his  efforts  to  make  Shelby  a  good  town,  being 
especially  active  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Sunday  school.  Mr. 
Benedict  was  frequently  mentioned  as  a  likely  candidate  for  state  office  on  the 
Republican  ticket. 

W.  F.  Cleveland,  a  well  known  resident  of  Shelby,  subsequently  served 
two  terms  as  treasurer  of  the  county,  and  also  was  state  senator  from  the 
Cass-Shelby  district,  besides  receiving  many  other  honors,  political  and 
Masonic. 

PLATS. 

The  platting  of  the  town  dates  from  1  Ucetnber  29,  iS\-o,  when  Benjamin 
F.  Allen  and  Thusie  M.  Allen,  of  Des  Moines,  platted  a  part  of  section  33, 
in  township  78.  range  40.  to  be  known  as  the  town  of  Shelby,  Iowa.  The 
north  and  south  streets,  beginning  at  the  east  of  the  plat,  were  named  Sum- 
mit, Davenport,  East,  West,  Des  Moines  and  Plateau.  The  east  and  west 
streets,  beginning  at  the  south,  were  South,  Station.  Centre.  Spring,  Bluff 
and  North.  On  January  26,  1876.  Hoyt  Sherman,  as  assignee  of  the  estate 
of  B.  F,  Allen,  in  bankruptcy,  platted  the  north  one-half  of  section  33,  town- 
ship 78,  range  40,  apparently  without  name  and  without  the  naming  of  any 
streets.    The  territory  platted  as  above  described  subsequently  became  known 
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as  the  town  of  Shelby.  Subsequent  to  the  platting  of  the  original  town  of 
Shelby,  the  following  additions  were  made:  Kline,  Davidson's  &  Caugh- 
ran's,  Davis's,  and  McEwen's.  Sub-divisions  made  were  Tucker's  and  Von 
Eschen's. 

INCORPORATION. 

The  town  of  Shelby  was  incorporated  on  the  nth  day  of  October,  1877. 
The  first  mayor  of  the  town  was  J.  W.  Harrod.  The  first  town  council  was 
composed  of  the  following  named  persons:  John  Davis,  B.  F.  Davidson, 
J.  H.  Smith,  D.  H.  Roget  and  David  Carling. 

The  names  of  all  mayors  of  the  town  in  order  to  date  are:  J.  W.  Har- 
rod, W.  F.  Cleveland,  W.  F.  Cleveland,  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  John  Sandham,  W. 
H.  McCown,  L.  A.  Benham,  W.  C.  Weaver.  Otho  Means,  Otho  Means,  Jap 
Morgan,  D.  C.  Cooper,  J.  W.  Garmong,  D.  C.  Cooper,  H.  L.  Schofield,  H.  L. 
Schofield,  S.  G.  Dunmore,  H.  L.  Snyder,  H.  E.  Clapp,  H.  D.  Read,  L.  F. 
Kellogg,  John  Burwell,  A.  S.  Reams  and  J.  E.  Frum. 

The  names  of  all  town  clerks  to  date  are :  J.  H.  Shively,  R.  C.  Mc- 
Laughlin, R.  D.  Prouty,  John  T.  Keating,  George  H.  Rink,  S.  P.  Silliman, 
S.  C.  Eshelman.  S.  G.  Dunmore.  John  Burwell,  J.  A.  Cook,  John  Sallman,  F. 
J.  Sallman,  J.  H.  Hager. 

The  postofiice  at  Shelby  was  established  May  13,  1870,  with  William 
Mack,  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters  in  order  to  date  are:  J. 
W.  Campbell,  J.  C.  Garmong,  Hugh  Harrod,  J.  H.  Shively,  E.  L.  Heath, 
J.  H.  Shively,  R.  D.  I'routy.  John  Burwell,  L.  H.  Jones,  Arthur  E.  Curry, 
William  H.  Moore. 

The  altitude  of  Shelby  is  1,304  feet.  Shelby  in  1885  had  a  population 
or  485;  in  1890,  a  population  of  582;  in  1895.  a  ppoulation  of  698:  in  1900, 
a  population  of  692:  in  1905,  a  population  of  649:  in  1910.  a  population  of 
586. 

PRKSKNT  BUSINESS  AND  PROFESSIONAL  MEN. 

J.  F.  Dow  &  Company,  grain  (  H.  C.  Hale,  local  manager)  ;  F.  C.  Eggerss. 
general  merchant:  W.  C.  Ilowland.  barber:  J.  F.  Mayne,  hardware  and  fur- 
niture; C.  T.  Anderson,  grocery:  Peter  Schwensohn,  pool  hall:  X.  Jasper 
Jones,  physician;  A.  E.  Curry,  jeweler;  H.  \i.  Heirick.  meat  market;  Shelby 
Produce  Company  (C.  T.  Anderson);  Blust's  undertaking  office  (C.  P.  Fos- 
ter in  charge);  J.  M.  Sutton  &  Company,  hardware,  furniture,  implements; 
R.  M.  Propp,  general  merchant:  Bender  &  Dye,  electrical  contractors;  R.  M. 
Bacon.  D.  M.  C.  veterinary;  W.  C.  Duncan,  physician;  the  Shelby  Xcws, 
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Charles  O.  Wayne,  editor  and  publisher;  E.  H.  Heilig,  blacksmith  and  ma- 
chinist; W.  F.  Holtz,  blacksmith  and  wood  worker  ;  C.  F.  Herring,  garage  ; 
John  Wiebley,  gardener,  and  poultry  buyer;  The  Shelby  County  Savings 
Bank  (successor  to  the  Bank  of  Shelby,  M.  E.  Clapp  owner),  president,  M. 
E.  Clapp;  vice-president,  Arthur  Pryor;  cashier.  Tewes  Rohlfs;  Farmers' 
Savings  Bank,  T.  0.  Turner,  president;  W.  F.  Bohlander,  vice-president; 
R.  M.  Pomeroy,  cashier;  H.  M.  Fagan,  druggist;  B.  D.  Atchley,  physician; 
J.  W.  Downs,  physician:  K.  M.  Johnson,  harness  maker;  J.  B.  Reams, 
department  store;  Fred  Mclaughlin,  restaurant;  Ben  Koch,  stock  buyer; 
Will  Hogan,  stock  buyer;  Mrs.  Clara  Hankins,  boarding  house;  Chris  Halge- 
son,  tinner;  Robertson  &  Kohl,  pump  and  well  men;  Ed.  Delph,  well  man; 
John  Barwell,  painter  and  paper  hanger ;  Lewis  Robertson,  painter  and  paper 
hanger;  F.  V.  Kreitz,  painter  and  decorator;  Tate  &  West,  auto  dealers;  J. 
H.  Foster,  cement  blocks  and  tank  maker:  Andrew  Durr,  cement  block 
maker;  W.  H.  Moore,  postmaster;  Shelby  Independent  Telephone  Company, 
J.  B.  Reams,  president;  J.  C.  Mansfield,  vice-president  and  manager;  N. 
Jasper  Jones,  secretary;  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
agent.  E.  L.  Ileathman;  section  toreman.  L.  E.  Tift;  automatic  block  main- 
tained Joseph  Clouse;  II.  I).  Cox,  Benjamin  Hite.  William  M.  Brown,  Mar- 
shall Tucker,  R.  F..  Brown.  Will  Tucker.  J.  X.  Foster,  H.  H.  Buckley,  Rollie 
Frasier,  Bert  McFadden.  F.  VI.  Mercer,  carpenters;  E.  H.  Bunting,  mason. 

The  present  city  officers  arc:  J.  E.  Frum.  mayor;  (iilbert  Jordan,  mar- 
shal :  Marshall  Tucker.  John  Vogt,  F.  C  Eggerss,  J.  W.  Cook,  and  W.  F. 
Holtz.  councilmcn;  Julius  Hager,  clerk. 

The  members  and  officers. of  the  board  of  education  are:  President. 
Charles  O.  Wayne;  secretary,  John  Burwell ;  treasurer.  M.  E.  Clapp;  direc- 
tors. Arthur  Pryor,  L.  H.  Koch.  Ira  Evans,  Chris  Johnson.  Instructors: 
E.  E.  Coe,  superintendent;  Inez  Parks,  principal;  Alice  Frum,  assistant  prin- 
cipal: Inez  Chestnut,  music;  Helen  West,  seventh  and  eighth  grades;  Stella 
Snyder,  fifth  and  sixth  grades:  Bernicc  Orton.  third  and  fourth  grades; 
Willa  Yates,  primary.    Janitor.  J.  S.  Patterson. 

Very  recently  Shelby,  by  a  practically  unanimous  vote,  granted  a  fran- 
chise for  twenty  years,  whereby  the  town  secures  electric  current  for  lighting 
and  power  purposes  from  Avoca,  Iowa.  This  is  a  distinctly  forward  move- 
ment for  Shelby  and  is  much  appreciated  by  her  citizens. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

The  land  on  which  Portsmouth  stands  was  originally  owned  by  William 
Williams,  who  erected  a  log  cabin  there  in  the  sixties.    The  town  began  its 
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existence,  as  did  Defiance,  Earling  and  Panama,  with  the  coming  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway.  It  is  situated  in  the  west  central  part 
of  Cass  township  and  affords  a  trading  point  for  practically  the  whole  town- 
ship, the  west  part  of  Lincoln,  the  northwest  part  of  Shelby,  as  well  as  parts 
of  Harrison  county.  Large  quantities  of  grain  and  live  stock  have,  ever 
since  the  railroad  was  built,  been  shipped  from  this  town,  there  having  been 
at  an  early  day  many  heavy  feeders  of  cattle  and  hogs  in  Cass  township.  The 
trade  of  the  town  is  promoted  and  made  convenient  by  a  local  bank  which 
people  of  the  community  and  surrounding  country  patronize  largely.  The 
town  maintains  a  good  system  of  waterworks.  The  town  has  a  fine  Catholic 
church,  a  cut  of  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  it  also  maintains 
a  parochial  school  in  a  beautiful  and  commodious  brick  building,  a  cut  of 
which  is  elsewhere  shown  in  this  volume. 

On  August  8.  1882,  the  Milwaukee  Land  Company  platted  a  portion 
of  sections  16  and  17,  in  township  79,  range  40,  to  be  known  as  Portsmouth. 
Beginning  at  the  south,  the  east  and  west  streets  were  designated  as  First 
avenue,  Second  avenue,  Main  street,  Third  avenue,  Fourth  avenue.  The 
north  and  south  streets  were  designated  as  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth. 

The  town  of  Portsmouth  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1883.  The  first 
officers  of  the  town,  together  with  the  offices  held  by  them,  were  as  follows: 
Mayor,  A.  W.  Sims;  recorder,  A.  J.  Mellinger;  marshal,  C.  L.  Miller;  treas- 
urer, George  Sims;  councilmen,  J.  C.  Pfeifer,  Charles  Matson,  George  Battey, 
O.  C.  Betterrhan,  P.  J.  Korth,  and  J.  L.  Birks.  The  council  was  organized 
May  6,  1883. 

The  present  officers  of  the  town  and  their  respective  offices  are :  Mayor, 
F.  W.  Hainley;  recorder,  John  Rosenthal;  treasurer,  Peter  Herkenrath; 
marshal.  William  Rankin ;  councilmen,  F.  A.  Tracy.  J.  H.  Yunck,  Nick 
Jacobs,  A.  C.  Walker  and  P.  M.  Coughlin ;  assessor,  J.  E.  Ohlinger. 

The  postoffice  of  Portsmouth  was  established  September  12,  1882,  with 
George  Walters  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters  in  order  to  date 
were :  P.  J.  Korth.  George  H.  Sims,  Jacob  Korth,  Isaac  E.  Houghton,  Simon 
A.  Bendon.    Frank  Tracy  is  now  postmaster. 

The  altitude  of  Portsmouth  is  1.200  feet.  Portsmouth  in  1885  had  a 
population  of  150;  in  1890,  a  population  of  250:  in  1895,  a  population  of 
295 ;  in  1900,  a  population  of  313 ;  in  1005,  a  population  of  325 ;  and  in  19 10, 
a  population  of  347. 

Among  the  pioneer  merchants  and  firms  of  Portsmouth  were  P.  J.  Korth. 
Albertus  &  Walters.  J.  H.  Pingerton,  O.  C.  Betterman.  Jacob  Korth,  Kuhl  & 
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Dohrmann,  A.  O.  Mudge,  Charles  Dohrmann,  Dr.  A.  E.  Noon,  Charles 
Teske,  J.  C.  Pfeifer,  George  Battey,  Korth  &  Wehr,  Sims  Brothers,  Sims  & 
Houghton,  George  Lafflin,  Hammes  Brothers,  L.  F.  Kellogg  &  Company, 
Charles  Miller,  Charles  Peck,  Max  Stoltz,  William  Strauss,  Matt  Peterson. 
Rankin  &  Company,  William  Rankin.  J.  A.  Korth  Sc  Company,  James  Mur- 
taugh,  D.  F.  Paul,  J.  F.  Adams,  John  Leinen,  Frank  Hammes,  M.  Hammes, 
the  Misses  Flagler  &  Harter.  J.  L.  Birk  and  C.  J.  Peck,  John  Hammerand. 
M.  J.  McHenry,  Burton  and  Helwig.  The  first  residence  in  Portsmouth  was 
erected  by  P.  J.  Korth,  in  July,  1882. 

PRESENT  BUSINESS  AND  OTHER  INTERESTS. 

A.  J.  Sims,  real  estate;  J.  C.  Stinn,  operator  Farmers'  Mutual  Tele- 
phone Company;  Alva  Hall,  live  stock  buyer;  Fullerton  Lumber  Com- 
pany, lumber  and  coal  (John  Rosenthal,  manager);  F.  A.  Tracy,  pool 
hall;  F.  W.  Hainley,  hardware:  State  Bank  of  Portsmouth  (Peter 
Herkenrath,  president;  I.  J.  Copeland,  vice-president;  Joseph  H.  Yunck, 
cashier;  directors,  J.  J.  Herkenrath,  Peter  Herkenrath,  1.  J.  Copeland,  Nick- 
laus  Greiner,  Mrs.  Martha  Scroggin) ;  O'Conner  &  Doyle,  general  merchan- 
dise (Dan  Doyle,  manager ) ;  R.  A.  Mcstcr  &  Comj>any.  general  merchan- 
dise; R.  M.  Leinen.  feed  barn  and  dray  line;  A.  A.  Flder,  blacksmith;  J.  W. 
Daeges,  auto  garage;  Wright  &  Mc\\  hinney,  grain  dealers  (G.  S.  Bcndon, 
manager);  G.  S.  Bcndon,  automobile  repairer:  C.  A.  Monahan,  implement 
and  coal  dealer;  W.  Uptegrove,  agent  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company;  Peter  Herkenrath  &  Sons,  general  merchandise  (Peter  Her- 
kenrath, J.  J.  Herkenrath  and  A.  J.  Herkenrath):  H.  A.  Scarr  &  C6mpany, 
drug  store;  Dey  Weyint.  harness  shop;  Claud  Nowell,  restaurant;  John  C. 
Pfeifer,  undertaker;  Hammerand  Brothers,  blacksmiths  and  implements  (W. 
F.  Hammerand  and  John  J.  Hammerand)  ;  S.  A.  Bendon,  postmaster;  Frank 
Walker,  section  foreman ;  Dr.  K.  C.  Weir  and  Dr.  Carl  Teske,  physicians  and 
surgeons;  J.  K.  Ohlinger,  barber  shop;  W.  R.  Parish,  meat  market;  P.  L. 
Frederick,  cream  buyer  for  Manning  Creamery  Company;  F.  Hammes  Shoe 
Company,  F.  G.  Hammes,  manager:  T.  M.  Bishop.  City  Hotel:  P.  M.  Cough- 
lin,  furniture;  A.  C.  Walker,  livery  bam  and  dray  line;  Mike  Gallagher,  J. 
W.  Gau,  Frank  Dessman.  John  C.  Pfeifer,  Roy  Spickelmier.  M.  A.  Ohlinger, 
Henry  Baxter.  Joseph  Clark,  carpenters ;  Frank  Schmidt,  painter  and  mason ; 
William  Merriman.  plasterer  and  brickmason. 

The  teachers  in  the  public  school  are  Xenia  Ramsey,  principal,  and  Dora 
Hammes.  primary  teacher. 
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PANAMA. 

The  trading  point  for  Washington  township,  the  west  part  of  West- 
phalia, and  the  north  part  of  Cass  as  well  as  for  part  of  Harrison  county,  is 
Panama,  which  began  its  existence  as  a  village  with  the  coming  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway.  The  town  is  built  at  the  foot  and 
partly  on  one  of  the  high  ridges  of  the  county,-  overlooking  the  Mosquito 
valley,  in  which  are  found  many  fine  farms.  The  town  has  enjoyed  a  very 
excellent  trade  for  many  years.  Its  merchants  carry  large  stocks  of  goods 
and  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  surrounding  territory.  The  commerce  of 
the  town  is  promoted  and  made  convenient  by  a  strong  local  bank,  in  which 
people  of  the  community  and  surrounding  country  have  confidence.  Like 
Earling  and  Portsmouth,  the  town  has  an  unusually  fine  Catholic  church, 
also  maintains  a  parochial  school  in  a  very  beautiful  and  substantial  brick 
building.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  town  should  not  continue  to  grow 
and  develop,  having,  as  it  does,  the  support  of  one  of  the  best  parts  of  Shelby 
county. 

The  Milwaukee  Land  Company,  on  April  12,  1882,  platted  a  portion 
of  section  23,  township  80,  range  40,  to  be  known  as  Panama.  The  east  and 
west  streets,  beginning  at  the  north,  were  known  as  First,  Second,  Third, 
Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues,  with  Main  street  lying  between  Third  and  Fourth 
avenue.  The  north  and  south  streets  were  designated  as  First,  Second,  Third 
and  Fourth. 

Panama  was  incorporated  May  13.  1886.  The  first  mayor  of  Panama 
was  Lyman  H.  I^aSalle.  The  first  council  was  composed  of  the  foNowing 
named  persons:  T.  A.  Kavanagh.  George  McKnight,  George  W.  McCoid, 
A.  K.  Graves  and  F.  R.  Lock.  The  mayors  of  Panama  to  date  have  been 
L.  H.  I^Salle,  J.  J.  Bussler,  Fred  Konz,  W.  H.  Wicks,  S.  D.  Acker,  William 
H.  Mytinger,  E.  Sullivan,  L.  Manhart.  Frank  Miller.  Mike  Manion,  William 
Durkee.  A.  J.  Aney,  Ira  Bendon.  F.  S.  Oppold.  Math  Olig,  and  Chris  Fagan. 
The  town  clerks  from  date  of  incorporation  of  Panama  to  date  were:  Will- 
iam H.  Mytinger,  W.  E.  Kinsella,  A.  E.  Gregg,  C.  A.  Brown.  A.  E.  Gregg, 
J.  L.  McColm.  F.  W.  Kaulitz,  J.  N.  Rolston,  Joseph  Zimmerman,  Joseph 
Flittner.  A.  J.  Aney,  Eugene  Sullivan.  Karl  Keehner,  Henry  Chase.  Joseph 
F.  Oppold. 

The  members  of  the  present  town  council  are:  F.  S.  Oppold.  Joseph 
Behrendt.  John  Thcisen.  Balthius  Thillen,  William  Mischo.  John  M.  Op- 
pold is  present  treasurer. 
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The  postoffice  of  Panama  was  established  September  8,  1882,  with  John 
\V.  Kleeb  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters  in  order  to  date  were 
William  H.  Mytinger,  C.  M.  Wilder,  William  H.  Mytinger,  B.  M.  Howland, 
F.  K.  Miller,  L.  H.  Crane,  J.  F  Lich,  Bernard  McAllister. 

The  altitude  of  the  town  of  Panama  is  1,251  feet  The  population  of 
Panama  in  1890  was  370:  in  1805  t!ie  population  was  257;  in  1900  it  was 
221 ;  in  1905  it  was  264  and  in  1910  it  was  232. 

Among  the  pioneer  merchants  and  firms  of  Panama  were  Wheeler  & 
Kleeb.  Kleeb  &  McCoid,  Williams  &  Company.  George  Holdcfer,  Sale  & 
Lake.  J.  D.  Pake  &  Company.  George  W.  McCoid,  Swenning  Brothers,  Kleeb 
&  Shorett.  F.  J.  Swenning.  Dr.  A.  K.  Gregg.  Mr.  Kby,  J.  M.  Pieffer,  Nels 
Swenning,  Lewis  Shorett,  D.  S.  Kinsella.  Lasalle  &  Crandall.  P.  B.  Hunt,  L. 
H.  Lasalle,  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company,  E.  Lowell.  T.  A.  Kavanaugh,  Mar- 
tin Nager.  Mrs  W.  H.  Mytinger,  Misses  Kleeb  &  Franklin,  Frank  Miller. 
Kleeb  &  Chamberlain,  Martin  Kwapis/.eski,  Fred  Kronz,  Kasper  Oppold. 
Wheeler  &  Kleeb.  Robert  Ford  rind  George  W.  McCoid.  R.  If.  Story,  L.  W. 
Lantz. 

PRKSENT  Bl'SlNESS  AND  OTHER  INTERESTS. 

Oppold  Brothers,  general  merchandise,  undertaking  and  furniture;  Op- 
p<»ld  &  Son,  hardware;  J.  M.  and  C.  W.  Oppold,  confectionery;  C.  E.  Mertz, 
druggist;  C.  A.  Case,  station  agent;  Charles  Dominissee,  hardware  and  meat 
market:  Bernard  McAllister,  postmaster;  O.  C.  Spragne,  blacksmith;  Martin 
Kvvapies/.cski,  blacksmith;  J.  S.  Thielcn,  implements  and  garage;  Frank 
Iluckcnstein,  meat  market;  Peter  Greiner  and  Henry  Greiner,  carpenters; 
Matt  Olig,  car|ieutcr:  Henry  Chase  and  Joseph  Mahlberg,  carpenters;  C.  M. 
Fagan,  harness;  William  Misho,  barber;  J.  G.  Walsh,  physician  and  sur- 
geon: Panama  Savings  Rank  (  K  Sullivan,  cashier,  Mary  Theisen,  clerk)  ; 
Henry  Arkfeld,  Joseph  Leusihen.  X.  J.  Roundy  and  Martin  Schechinger, 
director.-. :  St.  Mary's  parochial  school:  Sr.  Hedwic,  principal;  Sr.  Con- 
silata,  and  Sr.  Fverilda  are  the  teachers. 

EARI.TNo. 

The  town  of  Farling.  lying  in  the  northwestern  part  and  on  the  north 
boundary  line  of  Westphalia  township,  owes  its  life  to  the  coming  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  through  the  county  in  1881-82.  The 
town  was  named  for  President  Earling  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company.    The  town  was  first  known  under  the  name  of  Marathon. 
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Earling  has  for  years  been  an  excellent  market  town  and  its  merchants  have 
kept  fine  stocks  of  goods.  It  has  a  beautiful  Catholic  church  and  parsonage, 
cuts  of  which  appear  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  business  of  the  town  is 
promoted  and  made  convenient  by  a  local  bank,  which  people  of  the  com- 
munity and  surrounding  country  patronize  loyally.  One  of  the  most  famous 
institutions  of  the  county,  the  German  Cornet  Band,  originated  in  this 
town,  and  yet  continues  its  existence  there.  Earling  is  the  voting  center  of 
one  of  the  two  precincts  of  Westphalia  township. 

On  August  21,  1882,  the  Milwaukee  Land  Company  platted  certain 
territory  in  section  5,  township  80,  range  39,  to  be  known  as  Marathon.  The 
east  and  west  streets,  beginning  at  the  south,  were  designated  as  First,  Sec- 
ond and  Third,  and  the  north  and  south,  beginning  at  the  east,  were  desig- 
nated as  First  avenue,  Second  avenue,  Main  street,  Third  avenue  and  Fourth 
avenue,  and  the  diagonal  street  bordering  the  right  of  way  of  the  railway 
company  was  designated  as  Railway  street.  Marathon  subsequently  became 
known  as  the  town  of  Earling. 

The  town  of  Earling  was  incorporated  in  1892.  The  first  mayor  of  the 
town  was  D.  H.  Huntoon.  The  first  town  council  was  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons:  Robert  Ford,  Sr.,  Frank  Theile,  Frank  Nauroth, 
Frank  Hillas,  J.  H.  Kuhl,  J.  C.  Heese.  The  names  of  all  mayors  of  the  town 
to  date  are:  1892,  D.  H.  Huntoon;  1894,  Robert  Ford,  Sr.;  1895,  J.  H. 
Kuhl:  1898,  Frank  Xauroth;  1900,  J.  E.  Stevens;  1902,  L.  L.  Dickerson; 
1902,  L.  Shorett:  1900,  Frank  Theile;  1903,  O.  E.  Loehr;  1904,  M.  P. 
Kuhl;  1.905,  P.  J.  Korth;  1905,  M.  O.  Kuhl;  1906,  N.  V.  Kuhl;  1907,  H. 
A.  Schleier;  1908,  J.  H.  Bollermann;  1910,  J.  H.  Muenchrath.  The 
names  of  all  town  clerks  to  date  are:  J.  A.  Streflf,  J.  B.  Shoretf,  H.  H. 
Winslow,  F.  YY.  Wilwerding,  William  II.  Muenchrath.  J.  J.  Weiland,  J.  N. 
Kuhl,  F.  A.  Jacobs,  John  J.  Koll.  N.  V.  Kuhl,  John  J.  Langenfeld. 

The  persons  composing  the  present  city  council  are:  J.  C.  Heese,  N. 
V.  Kuhl,  G.  J.  Kohles,  F.  J.  Hahn  and  J.  M.  Albers. 

The  postoffice  of  Fading  was  established  October  19,  1882.  with  J.  H. 
Kuhl  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters,  in  order,  to  date  were  E. 
C.  Brown,  J.  H.  Kuhl,  Robert  Ford,  Sr.,  Peter  Kuhl,  Lyman  Hubbell,  Will- 
iam Shirk  and  John  Ford. 

The  altitude  of  Earling  is  t.309  feet  Earling  in  1895  had  a  population 
of  364;  in  1900.  a  population  of  340;  in  1905.  a  population  of  304;  in  1910, 
a  population  of  322. 

The  first  person  to  engage  in  business  in  Earling  was  Wendell  Leik. 
Other  pioneer  merchants  were  Mr.  Mason.  Byers  &  Eggerss,  W.  W.  May- 
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sent  &  Company,  Maysent  Brothers,  J.  Dickey  &  Son,  Kuhl  Brothers,  August 
Schnuettgen.  Ford  &  Son,  John  I  orge,  Frank  Nauroth,  B.  F.  Lawson,  Matt 
P.  Kuhl,  Coenen  &  Mentzer,  Theile  &  Wilwcrding,  G.  H.  Doughty  &  Com- 
pany, D.  H.  Huntoon,  Ray  &  Thode,  Miss  Lizzie  Wilwerding,  Fred  Fass, 
Robert  Ford,  John  Noonan,  \\:ilcox  &  Koltng,  Bollerman  &  Ford,  C.  H. 
Bollerman.  Ed  C.  Brown,  W.  R.  Brown,  Charles  Fluesche,  G.  R.  Roush  and 
Doctors  McKenna.  Cassidy.  Walters  and  L.  Moser;  Frank  Hillas,  Sr.,  Heese 
ft  Heese,  Dean  &  Rethlefson,  Anton  Zender,  John  Loeltz. 

The  various  lines  of  business  and  the  professions  as  now  represented 
in  Karling  are  conducted  by  the  following  named  persons :    Alvin  Kramer, 
blacksmith:  John  Ford,  Sr..  postmaster;  John  Ford.  Jr.,  assistant  postmaster 
(beginning  October  I,  1914,  F.  W.  Wilwerding  will  be  the  postmaster); 
H.  A.  Schleier.  drugs,  jewelry,  paints,  oils,  etc.;  Dr.  F.  K.  Peters,  physician 
and  surgeon;  Henry  Heitraan.  restaurant  and  pool  hall;  A.  A.  Simunaci, 
meat  market;  Dr.  J.  C.  McMichacl.  veterinary;  N.  A.  Miller,  barber;  Finken 
Brothers,  general  merchandise.  M.  M.  Finken  and  John  A.  Finken,  pro- 
prietors; German  Savings  Bank.  i\  J.  K.>rth,  president;  J.  C.  Heese,  vice- 
president;  X.  V.  Kuhl,  cashier;  Johanna  Muenchrath.  assistant  cashier;  C. 
H.  Schleier.  barber  and  pool  hall:  Fred  W'ilke.  cobbler:  Schaben  brothers, 
rive  and  ten  cent  store;  Joe  Schaben  &  W.  Schaben,  flour  and  feed;  F.  W. 
Wilwerding,  farm  implements,  automobiles,  etc.;  Fd  Stinn,  farm  imple- 
ments and  blacksmith  shop:  Mike  Koll.  photographer;  Ed.  Messenbrink. 
harness  shop;  Langenfeld  Brothers,  hardware,  furniture  and  undertaking; 
John  Langenfeld  and  Joe  Langenfeld,  proprietors;  Hahn  &  Company,  gen- 
eral merchandise  (  Frank  Hahn.  manager);  Mrs.  N*.  A.  Miller,  millinery; 
George  ].  Kohles,  automobiles,  garage,  etc.;  John  M.  Alters,  flouY  and 
feed:  Farling  Grain  Company.  John  M.  Alters,  manager;  E.  M.  Miller 
Grain  Company.  E.  M.  Miller,  manager:  J.  C.  Heese.  lumber  and  coal; 
Joseph  Altmann,  livery  and  feed  stable,  antos.  livery  and  dray  line;  Albert 
Langenfeld,  citv  drav:  Farling  Creamery  Company.  Bruck  &  Kenkel.  pro- 
prietors; Jake  Brink  &  Paul  Kenkel  (firm):  P.  J.  Rogers,  station  agent, 
C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.;  Lou  Jacobs,  carpenter;  Henry  V.  Bicker,  carpenter; 
William  Book,  carpenter:  August  Bicker,  carpenter.     A.  E.  Baldauf  is 
principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Farling  independent  district.  Rev.  B.  Kuep- 
pender  is  pastor  of  St.  Joseh's  church. 

DEFIANCE. 

The  coming  of  the  Chicago.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway  through  the 
north  and  west  part  of  Shelby  county,  in  1881-82,  gave  Shelby  county  a 
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number  of  good  market  towns.  Among  these,  the  town  of  Defiance,  lying 
in  section  13  of  Union  township,  was  platted  by  the  Milwaukee  Land  Com- 
pany on  February  20,  1882.  Subsequent  plats  of  Defiance  have  been  made 
by  Messrs.  Havick,  Flaugher  and  Hains. 

The  first  settler  on  the  land  on  which  Defiance  now  stands  was  W.  J. 
Williams,  who  was  one  of  the  first  merchants  of  the  town.  Other  pioneer 
merchants  and  professional  men  were  as  follows :  Samuel  Reams,  Joseph 
McColl,  J.  B.  S.  Case,  C.  M.  Robins,  Hannon  &  Lisle,  Easter  &  Elser,  Easter 
&  Grace,  Reams  &  Son,  H.  B.  Sooy,  Brain  Brothers,  Defiance  Lumber  Com- 
pany, Green  Bay  Lumber  Company,  A.  Riley,  Bank  of  Defiance,  H.  C.  Van- 
duzer,  Toping  &  Fry,  Adolph  Stepaneck,  Warren  Reams,  T.  B.  Hobart, 
George  Gibson,  Fuller  &  Company,  George  A.  Fry,  James  Flaugher,  J.  R. 
Easterly,  Leroy  Densniore,  H.  C.  Crawford,  L.  B.  Densmore,  F.  Bangs, 
editor  of  The  Argus. 

The  town  is  built  on  a  fine  ridge  overlooking  the  beautiful  valley  of  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Botna  river.  The  town  has  shown  much  enterprise, 
has  been  known  as  a  town  of  churches,  of  good  schools,  and  with  enterprise 
enough  to  support  a  newspaper,  which  has  been  published  there  for  many 
years,  practically  without  interruption.  The  fine  high  school  building,  a 
cut  of  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  is  a  credit  to  Defiance.  The 
fine  stock  sales  pavilion  also  reflects  the  progressive  character,  not  only  of 
the  citizens  of  Defiance  but  of  the  citizens  in  the  territory  adjoining  the  town. 
The  trade  of  the  town  is  promoted  and  made  convenient  by  a  local  bank,  with 
which  people  of  the  community  and  surrounding  country  do  business  gen- 
erally. The  town  moreover  has  shown  during  each  five-year  period  an  in- 
crease in  population,  which  is  not  generally  true  of  towns  of  this  size.x  Great 
quantities  of  corn  and  live  stock  are  shipped  over  the  Milwaukee  road  from 
Defiance  and  the  town  seems  destined  to  enjoy  a  substantial  growth. 

BUSINESS  INTERESTS. 

The  business  and  professional  interests  of  Defiance  and  the  persons 
managing  them  at  present  are  as  follows:  The  Bank  of  Defiance;  owners, 
L.  F.  Potter,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Freeman  and  R.  G.  Penniston.  (L.  F.  Potter  is 
president  ;  Mrs.  VV,  H.  Freeman,  vice-president,  and  R.  G.  Penniston,  cash- 
ier.) General  merchants — J.  A.  Luxford;  Kuhl  &  Loehr  (N.  C.  Loehr,  F.  J. 
Kuhl)  ;  Defiance  Hardware  Company  (J.  A.  Finken,  M.  A.  Finken)  ;  De- 
fiance Luml>er  Company  (George  Rewerts,  manager);  Defiance  Grain  Com- 
pany (S.  Shrvvcr.  manager);  Booth  Implement  Company  (C.  M.  Hannon, 
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manager) ;  City  Meat  Market  (J.  M.  Mayer)  ;  Defiance  Telephone  Company 
(A.  S.  Hulsebus,  A.  L  Van.  Arsdol,  G.  W.  Densmore).  Pool  hall,  C.  J. 
Hennes;  confectionery,  M.  H.  Fogarty;  confectionery,  G.  G.  Brewster  j 
barber  shop,  C.  G.  Wurtsbaugh :  barter  shop,  Ben  Sheffler;  shoe  shop,  F. 
Schneider;  T.  W.  Konkle  &  Company  (C.  H.  Westbrook,  druggist):  hotel, 
William  Hunter,  proprietor  u  harness  shop,  Joseph  Dotzler;  millinery  and 
dressmaking.  Jennie  Muller  and  Mrs.  T.  E.  Christie;  Defiance  Enterprise, 
O.  E.  Kelso,  editor  and  proprietor;  Rosmann  garage,  George  Rosmann  and 
J.  J.  Rosmann;  Densmore  garage,  George  Densmore;  furniture  and  under- 
taking, Frank  Lauer;  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop,  O.  F.  Cox;  blacksmith 
and  wagon  shop,  C.  C.  Williamson;  physician,  Dr.  W.  J.  Meyer;  contractor 
and  builder,  Warren  Reams ;  contractor  and  builder.  Nels  Jensen ;  car-, 
penter.  N.  G.  Gregersen ;  carpenterfi  L  F.  Hulsebus;  carpenter,  Robert  M. 
Glover;  carpenter,  J.  M.  Hartmann ;  city  dray  and  transfer,  Claude  Howe. 

The  present  town  officers  are:  R.  G.  Penniston,  mayor;  A.  L.  Van 
Arsdol,  clerk:  G.  A.  Justice,  treasurer;  council,  C.  M.  Hannon,  J  A.  Lux- 
ford.  V.  J.  Meyer.  Warren  Reams,  L.  Christ ensen. 

The  schools  are  cared  for  as  follows:  A.  J.  Boylen,  superintendent; 
Miss  Minnie  Loutzenhiser,  principal:  Mr*.  Bessie  Shoup.  grades  6,  7,  8 ; 
Miss  Blanche  l  ewis,  grades  j.  5,  6;  Mrs.  Minnie  Burgess,  primary. 

The  pastors  of  the  various  churches  are  as  Follows :  G.  E.  Mangun, 
Methodist  Episcopal  church;  A.  A.  Wetzel,  German  Evangelical  church;  E. 
J..  Sampson.  Christian  church:  G  V.  Burkheiser,  Catholic  church. 

IRWIN. 

On  May  30,  1881,  the  Western  Town  T^ot  Company,  by  Albert  Keep, 
president,  and  J.  B.  Redfield.  secretary,  platted  a  portion  of  sections  30  and 
31,  in  township  81,  range  37.  to  be  known  as  the  town  of  Irwin.  The  north 
and  south  streets,  beginning  at  the  east,  were  named  Eva,  Anne  and  BelJa. 
The  east  and  west  streets,  beginning  at  the  north,  were  designated  as  Ada, 
Cora.  Jane  and  Ellen.  The  diagonal  street,  bordering  on  the  right  of  way 
of  the  railroad,  was  named  Front  street.  After  the  platting  of  the  original 
town  of  Irwin  there  was  platted  Irwin's  Addition. 

The  postoffice  of  Irwin  was  established  October  3,  1882,  with  D.  S. 
Irwin  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters,  in  order  to  date,  were: 
J.  C.  Piper,  W.  XV.  Gibbs,  H.  D.  Lacy,  E.  J.  Trobridge,  James  A.  Harmon, 
I.eRoy  L.  Granger,  J.  E.  Ouinn,  J.  R.  Stephens,  William  H.  Townsan  and 
W.  S.  Branson. 
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The  altitude  of  the  town  of  Irwin  is  1,266  feet.  Irwin,  in  1895,  na<*  a 
population  of  329;  in  1900,  a  population  of  295;  in  1905,  a  population  of 
315;  in  1910,  a  population  of  278. 

Additional  information  concerning  Irwin  is  found  in  C.  C.  Dudley's 
following  article  on  "Irwin  and  Vicinity." 

IRWIN  AND  VICINITY. 
By  Carl  E.  Dudley,  of  Irwin,  Iowa. 

The  town  of  Irwin,  which  is  situated  in  sections  31  and  32  of  Jefferson 
township,  was  founded  in  1880.  It  is  on  the  Nishnabotna  river,  fourteen 
miles  northeast  of  Harlan,  on  the  southwestern  branch  of  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  and  on  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago  &  Great  West- 
ern railroad  from  Minneapolis  to  Omaha.  The  town  was  named  after  E. 
W.  Irwin,  on  whose  land  it  was  platted. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  when  a  railroad  is  run  through  a  new  country, 
the  pioneer  merchants  anticipated  the  coming  of  the  road,  and  by  the  time  the 
steel  was  laid  on  the  Northwestern  from  Carroll  to  Kirkman,  in  1881,  a 
prosperous  village  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  had  grown  up.  When 
the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  made  one  of  its  early  surveys  down  the  Botna 
valley,  one  of  them  was  run  on  the  east,  or  south,  side  of  the  river  and  G.  B. 
Thompson  built  a  little  store  building  some  forty  rods  south  and  west  of 
what  is  now  John  Edwards'  dwelling.  A  postofnee  was  established  here  in 
1879  called  Tibbottsville,  in  honor  of  William  Tibbotts.  and  Mr.  Thompson 
conducted  a  general  store  business  at  this  place.  A  short  time  before  the 
store  building  was  erected  Mr.  Tiblxitts  had  built  a  dam  across  the  Botna 
river  and  erected  a  flour  mill.  A  little  later,  in  1879,  C.  J.  Kimball  and  son 
built  a  store  building  in  what  would  now  be  the  northwest  part  of  town,  and 
this  was  really  the  first  building  built  in  Irwin.  A  little  later,  when  the 
depot  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  was  located,  this  store  build- 
ing was  moved  to  the  present  site  of  Paulsen's  cash  store,  and  was  where 
P  F.  Cold  afterwards  conducted  his  business.  Charles  Frank's  blacksmith 
shop  was  also  moved  "over  town." 

Other  early  merchants  were  E.  J.  Trowbridge,  hardware;  W.  Granger 
&  Son,  furniture;  J.  H.  Dudley,  agricultural  implements,  flour  and  coal; 
Derrick  &  Lampson,  lumber;  Louis  Bechtel  and  N.  B.  Stevers.  grain  dealers; 
Tilton  &  Dudley,  meat  market;  E.  W.  Iloyt.  Hotel  Ogden ;  T.  A.  Bigelow. 
harness  shop;  Charles  Frank  and  Poling  &  McConnell.  blacksmiths;  Har- 
ford &  Gibson,  general  store;  Ramsey  Brothers,  clothing;  Mary  Fogarty. 
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milliner}'  and  dressmaking;  W.  W.  Gibbs,  general  store;  Kansas  City  Store, 
Hill  &  Company,  groceries;  G.  W.  Bumphrey,  Frank  Glass  and  Peter  Greve, 
thirst  parlors;  Joe  Gardner,  confectionery:  Bruce  &  Albert  Thomas,  hard- 
ware; Branson  &  Granger,  drug  store;  J.  A.  Harmon,  drug  store;  Henry 
Umphrey,  bank;  Tom  Kimball,  livery;  I.  M.  Harsh  and  W.  S.  Branson, 
physicians;  J.  B.  Cook  and  C.  C.  Howard,  masons  and  plasterers;  John 
Hansen,  painter  and  paperhanger. 

The  first  postmaster  was  G.  B.  Thompson  at  Tibbottsville,  in  1879,  tlien 
D.  S.  Irwin,  at  Irwin,  in  1880. 

The  first  school  teacher  to  teach  in  the  town  was  Miss  Jessie  Baker, 
afterward  Mrs.  Charles  Sweeting. 

Theodore  Palmer  edited  the  first  paper,  and  other  editors  were  Ed. 
Henry,  W.  R.  Pruitt,  Cox,  Hoskins  and  A.  B.  Eastman;  1).  S.  Irwin,  J.  I. 
Myerly  and  D.  T.  Ouinn  were  attorneys  at  law;  Lawrence  Hubcr,  contractor 
and  builder;  Elmer  Rectus,  barber;  Elliot  Dunham,  drayman;  G.  B.  Blades, 
Hank  W  illiams,  Klitigbeil  and  A.  \V.  Hockett.  stock  buyers. 

The  lumber  used  for  all  buildings  built  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  rail- 
road in  1881  was  hauled  across  the  country  from  Harlan. 

The  first  few  years  of  the  town's  existence  were  strenuous  times. 
There  were  from  one  to  five  saloons  and  business  for  all.  Sometimes  the 
"gang''  took  possession  of  the  bar  and  ran  things  to  suit  themselves.  At 
these  times  the  bartender  was  glad  to  make  himself  scarce.  When  they  had 
had  all  the  fun  they  wanted  at  one  place,  they  would  go  to  the  next  till  they 
had  made  the  rounds  or  fallen  by  the  wayside,  too  full  for  utterance. 

For  a  number  of  years  W.  P.  Kimball  and  George  Dunham  were  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  Frank  Epps  and  D.  Fame  were  constables,  D.  S.  and  E. 
W.  Irwin  were  lawyers  and  it  was  a  lonesome  day  that  some  one  didn't  have 
a  law  suit.  Of  course  the  man  that  was  in  the  right  won.  but  the  man  that 
had  a  little  ready  money  generally  had  the  costs  to  pay. 

The  town  was  not  incorporated  till  the  spring  of  1892.  The  first  town 
council  held  its  first  meeting  on  June  21,  1802.  The  first  town  officers  were: 
Mayor.  John  R.  Stephens;  recorder.  VV.  A.  Fessenger:  council,  J.  J.  Walrod, 
A.  S.  Morey,  \V.  S.  Branson.  G.  E.  McMullcn.  M.  H.  Poling  and  T.  N.  Har- 
ford.   W.  S.  Pixley  was  appointed  marshal. 

The  list  of  mayors  to  date:  J.  R.  Stephens.  A.  S.  Morey.  E.  W.  Irwin. 
J.  R.  Stephens  (again).  Peter  Steenhusen  and  T.  J.  Ryan.  Mr.  Ryan  is  now 
serving  his  second  term.    Peter  Steenhusen  served  six  terms. 

Present  town  officers:    T.  J.  Ryan,  mayor;  Dr.  J.  A.  Jessen,  clerk; 
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council,  P.  K.  Paulsen.  P.  Steenhusen,  H.  R.  McMullen,  E.  H.  Ames,  Will 
Fogarty;  marshal,  H.  L.  Mcintosh;  street  comissioner,  Paul  Klinkefus. 

The  principal  business  places  at  present  are:  P.  K.  Paulsen,  general 
merchandise;  W.  W.  Ames,  department  store;  P.  Steenhusen,  hardware  and 
implements;  S.  H.  Watters,  drug  store;  W.  S.  Branson,  drug  store  and  post- 
office;  Ed.  Quinn,  furniture  and  undertaking;  Bank  of  Irwin,  G.  E.  Mc- 
Mullen. cashier;  Farmers'  Savings  Bank,  J.  L.  Reynolds,  cashier;  Will  M. 
Southall,  grain  and  coal  dealer;  Updike  Grain  Company,  M.  C.  Knudson, 
manager ;  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company,  Will  Fogarty,  manager ;  P.  A.  Kjer, 
blacksmith  shop ;  E.  W.  Richards,  blacksmith  shop ;  J.  B.  Cook  &  Son,  butcher 
shop;  Franklin  Reynolds,  hotel  and  confectionery;  James  Fogarty,  con- 
fectionery; C.  L.  Wurtsbaugh,  barber  shop  and  real  estate  agency;  William 
M.  Southall,  garage,  Reo  agency;  Jasper  Groat,  garage,  Buick  agency;  Mrs. 
Caroline  Thomsen,  cream  station;  Paul  Klinkefus,  livery  stable;  J.  L.  Lund- 
by,  S.  H.  Watters  and  W.  S.  Branson,  physicians ;  Julius  A.  Jessen,  veterin- 
arian; Arthur  Kinson,  Chicago  &  Great  Western  station  agent;  Bert  Guss, 
Chicago  &  Great  Western  section  foreman ;  H.  L.  Mcintosh  and  W.  P.  Kim- 
ball, contractors  and  builders. 

The  Chicago  &  Great  Western  Railroad  was  graded  through  here  in 
1902,  and  the  steel  was  laid  in  1903. 

GENERAL  NOTES. 

Though  our  little  town  has  a  population  of  only  alxwt  three  hundred  it 
is  one  of  the  best  trading  points  in  western  Iowa.  It  is  situated  in  a  rich 
agricultural  district,  in  which  most  of  the  farmers  own  the  land  they"  farm, 
and  in  no  country  on  earth  are  better  cattle  and  hogs  bred  and  raised. 

Charles  Escher  &  Son,  of  Jefferson  township,  and  Escher  &  Ryan,  in 
Greeley  township,  have  one  of  the  largest  and  best  herds  of  Aberdeen  Angus 
cattle  in  the  world.  C.  A.  Saunders,  of  Greeley  township,  has  one  of  the 
world  famous  herds  of  Shorthorns. 

Grasshoppers  visited  this  vicinity  the  summer  of  1876  right  in  the 
middle  of  harvest.  They  began  dropping  in  one  pleasant  afternoon,  and  in 
about  fifteen  minutes  everything  green  except  the  corn  and  prairie  grass  had 
disappeared.  The  wheat  and  oats  not  yet  cut  were  badly  damaged,  especially 
the  oats.  The  grasshoppers  cut  the  little  stem  that  held  the  oat  kernel  and 
let  it  fall  to  the  ground.  The  outer  rows  of  corn  were  completely  stripped 
of  blades  and  silks  and  in  many  fields  the  silks  were  all  eaten.  They  flew  in 
such  immense  numbers  that  for  hours  the  sun  would  be  partially  obscured  so 
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that  you  could  look  at  it  without  hurting  the  eyes.  They  ate  everything  they 
could  get  at,  from  pitchfork  handles  to  garden  truck  They  deposited  their 
eggs  and  the  next  spring  myriad?  of  young  "hoppers"  hatched  out,  but  did 
little  damage. 

Irwin  has  had  several  small  fires,  and  one  quite  serious,  but  on  the  whole 
has  been  quite  lucky,  considering  that  we  then  had  no  means  of  fighting  fire, 
other  than  the  people  with  luickets.  The  following  are  the  principal  fires  in 
the  town  to  date,  1914:  1885,  Stevers'  elevator  and  contents  destroyed: 
1885.  Harry  Irwin's  house,  formerly  Ji.hu  Dierck's ;  1890,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Dud- 
ley's dwelling  house.  Irwin's  Addition;  1892.  Joe  Barber's  livery  barn  and 
contents,  except  horses  and  buggies ;  three  horses  belonging  to  Harvey  Smith 
were  burned:  1898,  January  22,  all  the  buildings  south  of  Quinn's  furniture 
store  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  were  burned,  including  E.  E.  Corson's 
general  merchandise,  L.  C.  Shephard's  hardware  store,  Frank  Humphrey's 
barber  shop,  and  I.  R.  Stephens'  general  merchandise:  D.  Torpy's  harness 
shop  was  torn  down  and  dragged  away:  1913.  August  5.  John  and  Bernard 
Thomsen's  blacksmith  shop  and  garage. 

SOME  RAD  STORMS  OF  THIS  VICINITY. 

On  January  12,  18S8,  p  tearful  blizzard  began  and  raged  for  three  days. 
Jkc  Cuppy  imze  to  death  near  the  brush  thickets  in  Greeley  township.  When 
the  storm  ceased  the  thermometer  was  close  to  forty  degrees  below  zero. 
During  this  storm  many  perished  in  the  Dakotas. 

Tuesday  morning,  May  26.  1003.  wind  destroyed  many  buildings  and 
trees  in  Irwin,  P.otna  and  vicinity.  The  storm  name  from  the  west,  covering 
a  strip  fully  six  miles  wide.  There  was  no  loss  of  life.  Pleasant  View 
school  No,  8.  Greeley,  was  totally  demolished,  as  were  many  barns  and  out- 
buildings. At  Irwin  box  cars  were  blown  from  the  track.  At  Botna  the 
Storm  was  even  worse.    William  McC'arty  had  his  shoulder  broken. 

Monday,  July  20,  1903,  was  the  big  hail  storm  which  it  is  estimated 
destroyed  one-half  million  dollars'  worth  of  crops  in  the  county.  The  hail 
came  from  the  north  with  a  fearful  wind. 

Januarv  28  and  29.  1909,  was  the  time  so  many  cattle  died.  The  storm 
began  with  heavy  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  then  turned  to  heavy  wet  snow 
which  clung  to  everything  it  touched.  The  cattle  were  wet  to  the  skin  and 
when  the  snow  was  driven  into  their  hair  they  chilled  to  death.  Manv  suf- 
focated by  the  snow  and  ice  gathering  over  their,  nostrils.    Many  got  into 
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the  creeks,  which  were  swollen  by  the  rain,  and  drowned.  The  loss  in  cattle 
alone  ran  up  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

Easter  Sunday  evening,  March  23,  19 13,  was  the  date  of  the  cyclone 
that  devastated  a  strip  northeast  from  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs,  passing 
through  Polk  township  to  the  southeast  of  Irwin  and  through  Greeley  town- 
ship to  the  west  of  town.  Great  damage  was  done  by  these  storms,  but  as 
they  were  out  of  my  territory  I  will  let  someone  else  tell  about  them. 

The  Bank  of  Irwin  was  established  in  1884  by  Henry  Umphrey,  who 
was  owner  and  cashier  for  a  short  time,  when  he  sold  it  to  his  brother,  G.  W. 
Umphrey,  and  Dewin  and  Bennett,  of  Manning.  In  April,  1891,  John  T. 
Jack  and  G.  E.  McMullen,  of  Harlan,  purchased  the  bank  and  ran-  it  in 
partnership,  Mr.  McMullen  acting  as  cashier  till  May  20,  1903,  when  he  pur- 
chased Mr.  Jack's  interest.  Since  that  time  Mr.  McMullen  has  been  the  sole 
owner.    He  has  a  good  building  and  is  doing  an  extensive  business. 

The  Farmers  Savings  Bank  was  established  and  incorporated  in  Septem- 
ber, 191 1,  with  a  capital  stock  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  original 
stockholders  were  J.  L.  Reynolds,  T.  G.  Turner,  Philip  Armentrout,  A.  E. 
Armentrout,  E.  E.  Shannon,  Jasper  Groat,  Emanuel  Hansen,  D.  L.  Edwards. 
Clarence  Jacobsen.  C.  E.  Dudley,  Carl  Fairchild,  Tom  Willadsen,  Hans 
Mork,  W.  H.  Townsan,  Andrew  C.  Nelson,  Soren  Sorenson,  G.  M.  Reynolds, 
Asmus  Frees  and  John  P.  Jensen.  Jasper  Groat  is  president ;  T.  G.  Turner, 
vice-president,  and  J.  L*  Reynolds,  cashier.  The  directors  are  Jasper  Groat, 
J.  L.  Reynolds,  T.  G.  Turner,  E.  E.  Shannon  and  Philip  Armentrout.  It  was 
chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  J.  L.  Reynolds  that  this  bank  was  established. 
It  is  doing  a  fine  business. 

LODGES. 

The  town  supports  the  Odd  Fellows,  Masons,  Eastern  Star  and  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 

The  few  remaining  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  have 
taken  their  membership  to  Harlan.  A  few  still  belong  to  the  Iowa  Legion 
of  Honor,  but  do  not  have  meetings  here  any  more.  The  Sons  of  Veterans 
no  longer  have  meetings  here. 

Ellsworth  I^odge  No.  473.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  in- 
stituted in  March.  1883.  The  first  officers  were  Richard  Roberts,  noble 
grand;  E.  A.  Bigelow.  vice  grand;  D.  T.  Quinn,  secretary,  and  J.  A.  Harmon, 
treasurer.  There  were  about  thirty-five  charter  members.  The  lodge  grew 
and  prospered  and  soon  bought  a  building  in  which  to  hold  its  meetings.  In 
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1901  this  building  was  sold  and  the  lodge  built  and  furnished  the  Irwin 
Opera  House,  a  two-story  building,  seventy  by  twenty-five  feet,  the  upper 
story  of  which  they  now  use  for  a  lodge  room.  The  present  officers  are 
Will  M.  Southall,  noble  grand ;  Bert  Guss,  vice  grand ;  Glenn  M.  Reynolds, 
secretary,  and  S.  L.  Dunlap,  treasurer.  Mr.  Dunlap  has  been  treasurer  for 
many  years.    The  Odd  Fellows  meet  on  Monday  nights. 

Sardius  Lodge  No.  444,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  is  referred 
to  at  length  in  Chapter  XXI 11,  on  Fraternal  Organizations. 

The  Irwin  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  was  instituted  July  1, 
1895,  with  twenty  charter  members.  The  first  officers  were  Mrs.  Eva  Rey- 
nolds, worthy  matron;  L.  C.  Shepard,  worthy  patron;  Mrs.  Sarah  Thomas 
associate  matron;  G.  E.  McMullen,  secretary;  Loyd  Selby,  treasurer;  Miss 
Alice  Dunlap,  conductress,  and  Miss  Mollie  Jessen,  assistant  condustress. 

The  chapter  has  grown  and  prospered  till  it  now  has  a  membership  of 
fifty-one.  It  meets  in  the  Masonic  hall  on  Tuesdays  on  or  before  full  moon. 
The  present  officers  are:  Mrs.  E.  Alice  Xelhs  worthy  matron;  John  M. 
Edwards,  worthy  patron;  Miss  Myrta  West,  associate  matron;  G.  E.  Mc- 
Mullen, secretary;  Mrs.  Julia  Fogarty,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Phebe  McMullen, 
conductress;  Mrs  Emma  Selby,  assistant  conductress. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  house,  the  building  now  owned  by  Miss  Cora  Shannon, 
was  a  one-room  building  built  by  subscription  in  1881  and  cost  about  five 
hundred  dollars. 

In  1884  a  four- room  structure  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  about  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars.  This  was  used  until  1904,  when  it  was  deemed 
unsafe.  It  was  torn  down  and  another  and  better  building  was  erected  on  the 
same  site.  This  building  has  four  large,  well-ventilated  rooms,  besides  a 
large  hall  and  recitation  rooms.  It  is  heated  with  a  furnace.  The  district 
employs  five  teachers  and  has  a  iwelve  year  course  of  study. 

CHURCHES. 

The  Methodist  society  belongs  to  the  Kirkman  circuit.  They  have  a 
good  building  and  have  regular  services  every  other  Sunday.  The  society 
was  organized  in  18N1.  Mrs.  W.  S.  Branson.  Mr.  Stillwell  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Will  Townsan  are  the  only  surviving  charter  members.  Their  church  build- 
ing was  built  by  subscription  in  1889.    Before  that  they  held  meetings  in 
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Harmon's  Hall  and  in  private  houses  about  town.  They  have  Sunday  school 
every  Sunday  and  Epworth  League  work  most  of  the  year. 

The  Christian  church  society  now  owns  the  building  built  by  subscrip- 
tion by  the  United  Presbyterians  in  1885.  It  employs  a  regular  pastor  and 
has  services  every  other  week.  It  also  has  Sunday  school  and  Christian  En- 
deavor services  every  week. 

The  United  Brethren  society  has  a  church  four  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Irwin  and  one  in  Botna.  It  employs  a  pastor  and  has  regular  services  and 
Sunday  school. 

The  Presbyterian  society,  as  such,  has  discontinued  services  here. 

The  Norwegian  Lutherans  have  a  church  four  miles  south  of  Irwin, 
and  the  Danish  Baptists  have  one  over  in  east  Polk  township.  Both  are 
strong  societies  and  have  large  congregations. 

Most  of  the  settlers  who  came  here  in  about  1872-3-4-5  took  home- 
steads, but  afterwards  had  to  buy  their  land  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 
Company,  which  not  only  made  them  pay  for  the  land  but  charged  them  extra 
for  the  improvements  they  had  made.  This  caused  a  good  many  house- 
moving  parties.  These  parties  were  always  held  between  two  days.  The 
ones  who  bought  their  land  in  the  first  place  about  this  time  got  it  for  six, 
seven  or  eight  dollars  per  acre,  but  those  who  fought  the  railroad  company 
and  then  had  to  buy  it.  anyway,  paid  about  ten  dollars. 

We  still  have  with  us  a  goodly  number  of  the  men  and  women  who 
underwent  the  gruelling  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and,  by  their  pluck,  perse- 
verance and  hard  work,  changed  this  country  from  a  wild  prairie  to  the 
garden  spot  of  the  earth.'  The  following  are  a  few  of  them,  also  the  date 
they  came  to  the  county:  Mrs.  H.  M.  West,  1851  :  James  McConnell.  1855; 
W.  P.  Kimball.  1865;  Will  French,  1865;  A.  E.  Potter,  1867:  Will  Pratt, 
born  here  in  1867:  D.  S.  Irwin.  1870;  Mrs.  Tom  Darling,  1871  ;  H.  M.  and 
D.  I.  West.  1872;  Jack  Young,  1871;  P.  Armentrout.  1872;  John  M.  Ed- 
wards. 1872. 

There  were  a  great  many  moved  into  this  vicinity  from  1872  to  1875. 
Most  of  them  are  dead  or  moved  away,  but  some  are  still  here.  Some  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  seventies  are  A.  L.  Bell,  George  Darling,  Frank  Chausey. 
Thomas  Whitehouse.  Gotleib  Klingbeil.  Mr.  Goodenough.  Shep  Blake.  Sam 
BufTkin.  Mr.  Hal  ford.  James  Blair.  Andrew  Wilfong.  Ben  Lathrop.  Fred 
Constable.  Will  Townsan,  Mr.  Ketchum.  Sam  Hall.  Peter  Marco,  Tobe 
Olson.  J.  H.  Dudley.  G.  F.  Heck.  George.  Ed.  and  Will  Clark.  Charlie 
Holmes.  John  Potter.  Gabc  Parmenter.  William  Tibbotts  and  Peter  Farrell. 
William  Pixley.  the  Sewells.  Kibbvs  and  Slates  came  earlier. 
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INCIDENTS. 

W.  P.  Kimball  once  caught  a  large  black  timber  wolf  where  Jefferson 
No.  9  school  house  now  stands.  He  also  caught  several  Canadian  lynx  in  or 
near  Slates'  Grove.    They  were  big  fellows,  too.  six  feet  from  tip  to  tip. 

In  1874  George  (  lark  raised  a  fine  crop  of  oats  where  Irwin  Main 
street  now  is. 

In  1872,  when  Sam  West  and  son,  H.  M.,  and  G.  Parmenter  and  son, 
Will,  were  riding  over  this  vicinity  with  a  view  to  buying  or  homesteading 
land,  they  came  to  four  posts  set  in  the  ground,  all  that  was  left  of  what  had 
been  a  homesteader's  "shack."  On  one  of  these  posts  was  a  board  with  the 
following  inscription :  "This  claim  is  vacated.  Anybody  can  have  it  that 
wants  it."  H.  M.  West  now  owns  that  claim.  It  would  probably  sell  for 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  acre. 

D.  S.  Irwin  was  bitten  by  two  rattlesnakes  one  afternoon  when  binding 
wheat  about  where  E.  W.  Richards'  blacksmith  shop  now  stands. 

Will  Pratt  was  the  first  white  baby  born  in  Greeley  township  and  he 
wasn't  born  there.  He  was  born  at  Sunderland's  Grove.  Center  township, 
in  August.  1867,  aand  he  moved  into  Greeley  township  in  September,  before 
he  was  a  month  old,  and  was  then  the  only  kiby  in  the  township. 

The  first  school  house  in  Jefferson  township  was  built  where  Oak  Hill 
cemetery  now  is.  E.  W.  Irwin  Wight  it  and  moved  it  down  and  joined  it  to 
his  house  for  a  dwelling.  The  second  school  house  was  "Center."  up  in  the 
Bell  settlement. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Bill  Proctor  built  the  first  bouse  in  Jefferson 
township,  some  time  about  1805.  It  was  a  bole  in  the  ground  with  a  part  of 
an  old  box  car  top  for  a  roof.  You  can  >till  see  the  lower  part  of  the  house. 
It  is  on  Henry  Bllthman's  land,  just  east  of  the  river  over  by  the  Bayou. 
Probably  the  next  house  was  a  log  structure  built  by  John  McKeever.  in 
1867.  afterwards  occupied  by  E.  W.  Irwin  and  family  when  they  settled  here 
in  1870.  In  this  house  Mr.  McKeever,  bis  wife  and  daughter,  Mary,  died 
of  small-pox  in  1867.  They  were  the  first  to  be  buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery. 
Win  Pixlev  and  Jim  Pratt  waited  on  the  McKeevers  during  their  sickness 
and  laid  them  to  rest  on  the  hill. 

KIRK  M  AN. 

The  coming  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  Kirktnan.    For  a  good  many  years  it  was  the  terminus  of  the  Carroll 
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branch  of  the  Northwestern,  the  distance  intervening  between  it  and  Harlan 
being  covered  by  a  hack,  which  carried  the  mail  and  passengers,  Snyder 
Brothers  and  C.  M.  Downey  running  it  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time. 
Located  in  the  valley  of  a  tributary  of  the  Botna  river,  a  valley  as  fertile  as 
can  well  be  imagined,  farmed  by  good  farmers,  Kirkman  has  enjoyed  a  good 
trade.  It  has  a  good  bank,  meeting  the  needs  of  local  business,  and  two 
railroads  afford  ample  shipping  facilities.  Kirkman  has  the  distinction,  rather 
rare  for  a  town  of  her  size,  of  owning  a  good  system  of  waterworks. 

On  October  22,  1880,  Albert  Keep,  trustee,  platted  a  part  of  the  west 
one-half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  22, -township  So,  range  38,  to  be 
known  as  the  town  of  Kirkman.  The  north  and  south  streets,  beginning  on 
the  west  side  of  the  railroad  right  of  way,  were  named  Madison  street  and 
Washington  street.  The  east  and  west  streets,  beginning  at  the  south  side 
of  the  town,  were  Adams.  Lincoln,  State,  Monroe,  Van  Buren  and  Congress. 
Albert  Keep  appears  to  have  been  a  resident  of  Cook  county,  Illinois,  at  the 
time  of  making  this  plat.  A  number  of  out-lots  of  the  town  of  Kirkman  were 
subsequently  sub-divided  and  platted. 

The  town  of  Kirkman  was  incorporated  on  the  7th  day  of  March,  1895. 
The  first  mayor  of  the  town  was  J.  M.  Merritt  and  the  first  recorder  J.  A. 
Hope.    M.  H.  Woods  was  one  of  the  first  councilmen. 

The  mayors  of  the  town  of  Kirkman  to  date,  including  the  present 
mayor,  are:  J.  M.  Merritt,  M.  C.  Burnham,  David  Carter,  T.  H.  Potter,  T. 
P.  Marshall,  J.  Hch.  Schmid,  M.  H.  Woods,  Henry  Greve,  J.  K.  Barber,  M. 
H.  Spurgeon,  E.  B.  Fairchild,  A.  W.  Barton,  J.  P.  Cranny.  The  following 
named  persons  were  the  town  clerks  from  incorporation  of  Kirkman  to  date: 
J.  A.  Hope,  M.  K.  Runnel.  E.  G.  Simpson,  William  Graham,  S.  W.  Mc- 
Mullen,  H.  W.  Graham.  T.  J.  Spilker.  M.  H.  Woods.  L.  P.  Scroggs.  T.  P. 
Marshall,  Wrilliam  Fogarty,  E.  B.  Tucker.  The  members  of  the  present 
town  council  are  T.  D.  Ames,  Fred  Croft.  Henry  Greve,  D.  C.  McDowell  and 
George  Thomas. 

The  postoffice  of  Kirkman  was  established  March  1.  1881,  with  J.  W. 
French  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters,  in  order  to  date,  arc: 
David  Carter.  F.  O.  Muckler.  David  Carter,  S.  B.  Slates,  A.  D.  Ames,  C.  H. 
Burnham,  Nels  E.  Nelson. 

The  altitude  of  the  town  of  Kirkman  is  1.232  feet.  Kirkman,  in  1895, 
had  a  population  of  185;  in  1900.  a  population  of  203;  in  1905,  a  population 
212:  in  1910.  a  population  of  180. 

The  first  house  built  in  the  town  of  Kirkman  was  erected  by  M.  H. 
(18) 
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Woods,  who  is  yet  a  resident  of  the  town.  This  was  a  hotel  called  the 
Kirkman  House.  The  pioneer  merchants  of  the  town  were  J.  B.  Stutsman, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  and  a  member  of  the  first  town  council 
of  Council  Bluffs;  Kuhl  &  Muckler,  Rowland  &  McEwen,  Graham  Brothers, 
Graham  &  Ottoway,  D.  Jessup,  James  VV.  French  (afterwards  county  auditor 
of  Shelby  county),  Dr.  N.  Palmer,  Dr.  J.  H.  Guthrie,  Hans  Sandberg,  Will 
Sharp,  Harmon  Peacock,  Mr.  Needles,  Burke  &  Graham,  Mr.  Ferguson, 
John  Scroggs,  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company,  John  Dohrman  &  Company,  J. 
O.  Closter,  James  Robinson.  F.  P.  Oldfield,  David  Carter,  David  Rodman, 
Robert  Steen,  David  Carter. 

PRESKNT  BUSINESS  AND  OTHER  INTERESTS. 

Ernest  P.  Greve,  dealer  in  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  pumps,  and 
windmills;  Henry  Greve.  general  merchandise;  H.  I  Marco,  pool  hall;  N.  E. 
Nelson,  postmaster;  Charles  Brown,  barber  shop;  Charles  Abrel,  barber 
shop;  James  Gregerson,  druggist,  paints  and  wall  paper;  H.  C.  Potter,  gen- 
eral blacksmithing;  Woods,  Marshall  &  Roper,  contractors  and  builders;  S. 
B.  Slates,  confectioner)-,  cigars,  fruits  and  soft  drinks,  school  supplies;  J. 
Hch.  Schmid,  general  merchandise,  (also  grain  and  hogs)  ;  bred  Croft,  pro- 
prietor Commercial  Hotel,  and  of  the  Kirkman  livery  barn;  J.  T.  Sherman, 
agent  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad;  J.  T.  Hendricks,  agent  of 
the  Chicago  Gnat  Western  Railroad:  banners'  Grain  and  Mercantile 
Company,  Fdgar  Larson,  manager:  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company,  J.  P. 
Cranny,  manager;  A.  R.  Ames  &  Son.  silo  builders  (any  material),  and 
general  cement  works;  Dr.  A.  E.  Sabin,  physician  and  surgeon;  Farmers' 
Mutual  Telephone  Company.  Elizabeth  Wilsun.  operator;  Bank  of  Kirkman, 
Harry  O.  Loutzenhiser,  cashier. 

RLK  HORN. 

The  udlj  incorporated  town  of  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county  is 
Elk  Horn.  It  is.  in  point  of  progressive  tendencies,  very  near  the  head  of 
Shelbv  countv  municipalities.  It  is  the  result  of  the  be>t  thought  and  devo- 
tion of  a  Sturdy  and  patriotic  band  of  Danish  pioneers,  who  pushed  boldly  out 
on  the  bare,  bleak  prairie,  established  homes  for  themselves  and  their  families, 
planted  trees,  broke  the  prairie  sod.  founded  a  Danish  Lutheran  college  and 
church,  and,  after  difficulties  that  many  another  less  determined  j)eople  would 
have  thought  insurmountable,  finally  secured  a  railroad  which  has  placed  the 
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town  commercially  in  touch  with  the  outer  world.  The  town  is  growing  very 
rapidly,  and  is  building  fine  homes.  It  is  on  the  famous  river-to-river  road, 
of  which  Iowa  has  become  proud.  Elk  Horn  is  doing  much  for  her  people, 
intellectually  and  socially. 

On  November  2,  1901,  there  was  platted  lot  10  of  section  1,  township 
78,  range  37,  to  be  known  as  Elk  Horn.  The  plat  was  acknowledged  by  the 
Danish  Evangelian  Lutheran  Society  of  Elk  Horn  by  Niels  Olson,  president, 
and  Jens  Rasmussen,  secretary,  and  by  the  United  Danish  Evangelian 
Lutheran  church  of  America,  by  E.  B.  Christensen,  president,  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  and  L.  Johnson,  secretary,  of  Waupaca,  Wisconsin;  also  by  Peter 
Jensen,  Maren  Kristina  Jensen.  Niels  Petersen,  R.  J.  Hansen,  Hanna  Han- 
sen, Botiloe  Petersen,  Niels  J.  Christensen,  Mary  Christensen,  Jerry  Miller, 
Mary  Miller,  Nels  Petersen,  Marta  Petersen,  Maria  Soe  and  Jens  N.  Soe. 

The  town  of  F.Ik  Horn  was  incorporated  in  February,  1910.  The  first 
mayor  of  the  town  was  Harold  Johnson,  which  office  he  has  held  to  date. 
The  first  town  council  was  composed  of  the  following  named  persons :  Thor 
Madsen,  J.  P.  Jorgensen,  Chris  Larsen,  S.  C.  Pedersen,  R.  Hansen.  Hans 
Petersen  was  the  first  treasurer,  and  has  been  the  only  treasurer  to  date. 
Hans  Cartensen  is  the  present  town  clerk  and  the  only  clerk  to  date.  The 
persons  composing  the  present  city  council  are :  Peter  Hoegh,  J.  C.  Johnson, 
Walter  Gregersen,  J.  P.  Nielsen,  William  Hoegh. 

The  postoffice  of  Elk  Horn  was  established  March  26,  1867,  with  L.  L. 
Winters  as  postmaster.  The  names  of  the  subsequent  postmasters,  in  order 
to  date,  are :  William  S.  Wilmarth,  James  Mad  son,  Nis  Larsen,  George 
James,  Rasmus  Hansen.  Nis  Larsen.  Andrew  Berggreen  and  John  A.  Peter- 
sen. 

BUSINESS  INTERESTS. 

The  following  named  persons  conduct  in  Elk  Horn  the  lines  of  business, 
respectively,  below  named:  Park  Hotel,  H.  J.  Miller,  proprietor;  Elk  Horn 
Hotel,  N.  J.  Christensen.  proprietor;  photographer,  P.  C.  Thuesen;  Hipp 
opera  house  or  picture  show.  Herman  Hansen  and  Willis  Rattenborg,  pro- 
prietors; leading  meat  market,  Jens  Friis,  proprietor;  furniture  store,  C.  W. 
Hansen,  proprietor;  general  merchandise,  Hans  Petersen,  proprietor; 
larsen  Drug  Company.  Walter  Gcrgersen  and  Chris  Larsen,  pro- 
prietors: F.Ik  Horn  bakery,  J.  P.  Jorgensen,  proprietor;  harness 
shop,  Hjelmer  Nelson:  general  merchandise,  Hans  Marcussen  &  Son:  cloth- 
ing store.  J.  J.  Esbeck;  hardware  store.  A.  M.  Petersen ;  F.Ik  Horn  Bank.  Tohn 
Petersen,  president;  S.  C.  Pedersen,  cashier:  Hans  Carstensen,  assistant  cash- 
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ier;  Elk  Horn  Mercantile  Company,  J.  P.  Nielson,  proprietor;  Elk  Horn 
Implement  Company,  Peter  Hoegh,  A  G.  Boose,  proprietors;  hardware  store, 
J.  C.  Johnson;  Elk  Horn  garage,  Emil  Clemmensen,  Fred  Clemmenscn,  pro- 
prietors; Farmers'  Bank,  Nels  Hoegh,  president;  William  Hoegh,  cashier; 
Lilly  Madsen,  assistant  cashier ;  Sunny  Side  restaurant,  C  V.  Gregersen,  pro- 
prietor; Elk  Horn  meat  market,  E.  F.  Hansen,  proprietor;  Panatorium,  R. 
Whitney;  barber  shop,  Ed.  Dinely;  barber  shop,  Emil  Wiggis;  barber  shop. 
S.  Petersen;  station  agent,  Herbert  Hansen;  Elk  Horn  &  Kimballton  Lumber 
Company,  Ras  Hansen,  president:  S.  C.  Pedersen.  treasurer;  Oluf  Hansen, 
manager;  garage.  John  Esbeck;  Elk  Horn  Cement  Company,  T.  G.  Jensen. 
H.  Mathesen;  builder  and  contractor,  Herman  Hansen:  builder  and  con- 
tractor, Clarence  Anderson;  blacksmith  shops,  Jens  Norre,  Sot  en  I'eddum; 
jewelry,  J.  A.  Petersen ;  real  estate  and  insurance.  C.  S.  Christiansen ;  real 
estate  and  insurance.  Joe  James;  physician.  Dr.  P.  E.  James;  veterinary.  Dr. 
J.  P.  Jorgcnsen ;  feed  store,  Chris  Boe,  manager ;  implements,  P.  C.  Petersen ; 
stock  buyers,  Ras  Nissen,  Nis  Petersen.  George  Petersen;  painters,  R.  J. 
Hansen,  Jens  Jorgensen.  Hansen  &  Jorgensen. 

The  president  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  College  is  Rev.  Kloth.  and  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  is  G.  Madsen.  The  principal  of  the  Elk  Horn  public 
school  is  Chris  Petersen.  The  teachers  are  Hattie  Simmons.  Myrtle  Rey- 
nolds and  Xettie  Pelzer. 

The  Danish  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Association,  with  six  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  insurance  in  force,  has  the  following  officers : 
Ras  Hansen,  president;  Hans  Petersen,  secretary,  and  S.  C.  Pedersen,  treas- 
urer. 

The  Marne  &  Elk  Horn  Telephone  Company  has  its  principal  office*  in 
Elk  Horn.  This  company  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  mutual 
telephone  companies  in  Iowa.  Its  officers  are:  A.  P.  Hansen,  president; 
Harold  Johnson,  manager,  and  S.  C.  Pedersen,  treasurer. 

The  Atlantic  &  Northern  Railroad  Company,  an  organization  of  great 
importance  in  Elk  Horn  and  community,  is  doing  a  good  business  and  has  the 
following  officers:  S.  C.  Pedersen.  president:  George  Marcussen,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  Charles  Sparr,  manager.  Directors:  John  Petersen. 
John  Leisted,  George  N.  Christensen.  S.  C.  Pedersen  and  Willis  Rattenborg. 

ELK   HORN   COMMERCIAL  CLUB. 

The  Elk  Horn  Commercial  Club  was  organized  October  16,  1912.  The 
general  purpose  of  the  club  is  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  Elk  Horn  and 
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community.  At  present  its  membership  numbers  ninety-two  business  men 
and  farmers.  The  first  officers  were  S.  C.  Pedersen,  president ;  Chris  Larsen, 
vice-president;  Hans  Carstensen,  treasurer;  Folmer  Hansen,  secretary.  Board 
of  directors:  Chris  Larsen,  Hans  Marcussen,  J.  C.  Johnson,  J.  P.  Nelson, 
Hans  Petersen,  J.  H.  Esbeck,  Peter  Hoegh.  The  above  named  officers  served 
from  the  time  of  the  organization  to  January  1,  1914,  after  which  the  follow- 
ing officers  (whose  terms  expire  January  I,  1915)  were  elected:  Walter 
Gregersen,  president;  Will  Hoegh,  vice-president;  J.  C.  Johnson,  second  vice- 
president;  Folmer  Hansen,  secretary  ;  Hans  Carstensen,  treasurer.  Board 
of  directors:  Ole  N.  Olsen,  Peter  Hoegh,  C.  C.  Nelson,  J.  C.  Johnson, 
William  Hoegh,  Willads  Rattenborg  and  James  Friis. 

The  Elk  Horn  Commercial  Club  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
such  improvements  as  the  building  of  new  sidewalks,  putting  streets  to  grade, 
offering  cash  prizes  in  good  roads  contests  on  all  roads  leading  into  Elk 
Horn,  and  encouraging  good  road  building  generally.  It  had  the  route  of 
River-to-River  road  changed  to  run  through  Shelby  county.  It  secured 
Chautauqua  (six  days)  for  Elk  Horn,  1914,  and  contracted  for  a  Chautauqua 
for  191 5.  It  entertained  supervisors  and  good  road  boosters  at  banquets.  It 
secured  lectures  along  educational  lines  held  at  the  club  rooms,  admittance 
free  to  everyone. 

WESTPHALIA. 

Westphalia,  an  attractive  country  village,  having  as  its  site  a  beautiful 
plateau  in  Westphalia  township,  over  which  a  magnificent  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  may  be  had,  was  established  at  the  time  and  in  connection 
with  the  establishment  of  the  Catholic  church  in  that  township,  accounts  of 
which  are  set  forth  in  other  articles  appearing  in  this  work. 

On  June  22,  1874,  Emil  Flusche  platted  the  south  two-thirds  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  21,  township  80,  range 
39,  to  be  known  as  "Westphalia."  The  plat  consisted  of  twenty-seven  and 
sixty-two  one-hundredths  acres.  The  north  part  of  the  plat  is  designated  as 
"Church  Lot,"  consisting  of  thirteen  and  eighty  one-hundredths  acres.  The 
rest  of  the  plat  is  merely  divided  into  lots,  blocks,  alleys  and  streets,  without 
the  naming  of  the  streets.  The  plat  shows  twelve  blocks,  each  sub-divided 
into  eight  lots. 

The  first  general  merchants  of  the  town  were  Michael  Wilwerding,  who 
managed  a  general  store,  and  John  Kohles.  who  was  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Wilwerding  was  also  the  first  postmaster  of  the  village.  The 
persons  who  are  at  present  conducting  the  business  of  the  town  are :  Jacob 
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Eckerman,  Tresa  Goeser,  general  merchandise;  Q.  E.  Goeser,  blacksmithing 
and  hardware;  Christina  Grobmeier,  millinery;  J.  H.  Book,  builder  and  con- 
tractor; Theodore  Dahle,  painter  and  paperhanger;  Caroline  Hesse  has  sta- 
tionery, etc.,  for  sale;  Mrs.  Peter  Emig,  restaurant. 

The  postofnce  of  Westphalia  was  established  November  II,  1875,  with 
Joseph  Kuhl  as  postmaster.  The  subsequent  postmasters,  in  order  to  date, 
were  William  Flusche,  Michael  Wilwerding,  John  Kohles,  Joseph  Rueschen- 
berg,  Joseph  Zimmerman,  Peter  Goeser,  Ferdinand  Kuehnel,  and  Caroline 
Heese,  the  present  postmistress. 

NOTES  ON  WESTPHAI-IA. 
By  A.1nm  Schmidt,  of  Westphalia. 

In  the  year  1871-2  Mr.  Ketteler  made  an  agreement  with  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  to  reserve  a  tract  of  land  of  the  area  of  a 
township  in  Shelby  county  to  start  a  colony  of  German  Catholics.  To  for- 
ward this  movement  Mr.  Ketteler  wrote  advertising  articles  for  German 
newspapers  and  in  a  year's  time  people  came  from  all  parts  of  the  Union 
and  from  different  parts  of  Germany  to  take  a  look  at  the  land,  many  of  them 
buying. 

To  these  people  came  the  task  of  building  up  a  local  government.  The 
civil  township  at  first  was  called  Sumner,  but  later  a  number  of  its  settlers, 
who  had  emigrated  from  the  province  of  Westphalia,  in  Germany,  determined 
to  have  the  township  named  Westphalia  and  presented  proper  petition  to  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  Shelby  county.  At  first  Sumner  township  was  under 
the  control  of  the  trustees  of  Washington  township. 

In  the  year  1874,  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  an  election  was  held,  the 
following  named  persons  being  chosen  to  the  offices  below  named :  Town- 
ship clerk,  Joseph  Kuhl:  assessor,  Nickolaus  Kuhl  (uncie)  ;  trustees,  Peter 
Book,  F.  W.  Loehr  and  Joseph  Schmidt :  road  supervisors,  August  Kem- 
merich  and  F.  Loehr;  constables,  Math  Frcund  and  Philip  Graff.  All  of 
these  persons  assumed  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  on  January  1, 

1875. 

Mr.  Ketteler  had  undertaken  to  have  in  two  years'  time  a  given  number 
of  families  in  the  German  colony  in  Westphalia  and  to  have  a  church  built, 
and  accordingly  every  land  buyer  was  obliged  to  pay  for  each  acre  of  land 
bought  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  additional  for  church  purposes.  In  March. 
1873,  John  Schmitz.  of  Benton  county,  Iowa,  bought  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  paid  the  first  installment  to  Mr.  Ketteler,  but  October 
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having  come  without  the  execution  and  delivery  to  Mr.  Schmitz  of  a  deed 
or  other  papers,  he  wrote  to  Flusche  Brothers,  asking  about  the  affairs  of 
Mr.  Ketteler,  and  giving  them  such  information  as  he  had  concerning  him. 
The  Flusche  Brothers,  therefore,  informed  Mr.  Ketteler  that  John  Schmitz 
wished  title  papers  to  the  land  that  he  had  bought,  and  they  were  told  by  Mr. 
Ketteler  that  the  church  would  be  built  first  with  that  money,  and  that  Mr. 
Schmitz  would  be  obliged  to  wait  for  his  deed.  Mr.  Schmitz  then  went  to 
J.  L.  Drew,  the  land  commissioner  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  who  secured  the  money  paid  by  Mr.  Schmitz  to  Ketteler, 
whereupon  Ketteler  was  discharged,  and  Emil  Flusche  was  appointed  agent 
in  his  stead  for  the  sale  of  the  land  in  the  colony. 

On  October  13,  1874,  at  the  first  election  held  in  Sumner  township, 
there  were  eighteen  votes  cast,  of  which  but  two  were  in  favor  of  a  thirty 
thousand  dollar  court  house.  David  Morgan  had  fourteen  votes  for  secre- 
tary of  state;  Joseph  King,  for  auditor,  fourteen  votes;  C.  C.  Redfield,  for 
clerk  district  court  of  Shelby  county,  fourteen  votes;  George  D.  Ross,  same 
office,  four  votes;  J.  M.  Beck,  recorder,  sixteen  votes,  and  A.  F.  Holcomb, 
two  votes,  same  office ;  for  coroner,  Caleb  Smith  (now  a  resident  of  Avoca, 
Iowa),  had  fourteen  votes. 

On  March  13,  1875,  at  a  meeting  of  the  respective  boards  of  trustees  of 
Sumner  township  and  Washington  township,  held  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  division  of  the  property  of  these  townships,  it  was  agreed  that  Washing- 
ton township  should  pay  to  Sumner  township  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
The  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Washington  township  at  this  meet- 
ing were  Charles  W.  Potter,  William  Colburn  and  David  Collins.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Westphalia  township  at  this  meeting  were 
F.  W.  Loehr,  Peter  Book  and  Joseph  Smith. 

On  April  2,  1875,  tne  name  of  Sumner  township  was  changed  to  that 
of  Westphalia  township,  and  the  postoffice  thereof  was  called  Westphalia. 
Joseph  Kuhl  was  the  first  postmaster.  The  first  settlers  were  Herman 
Schwarte,  John  Zimmerman  and  family,  the  Flusche  brothers  and  other  per- 
sons from  various  states. 

On  October  12,  1875,  thirty-four  votes  were  cast  for  Shepherd  Leffler, 
Democratic  candidate  for  governor:  for  county  auditor  of  Shelby  county, 
David  Carter  had  thirty-four  votes,  and  Thomas  McDonald,  county  treasurer, 
thirty- four  votes. 

On  November  7.  1876,  fifty  votes  were  cast  at  the  general  election,  all 
Democrats.  On  the  proposition  of  appropriating  money  for  and  making 
purchase  of  a  poor  farm,  forty-nine  votes  were  cast  against.    The  township 
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officers  chosen  at  this  election  were  as  follows:  Trustees,  Mike  Miller,  An- 
ton Heimerman,  Adam  Schmitz ;  clerk.  Henry  Miller  :  assessor,  Martin 
Goeser;  constable,  Joseph  Book.  All  of  the  officers  and  voters  of  the  town- 
ship at  this  time  were  Democrats  and  so  they  are  to  this  day,  although  they 
do  not  always  vote  for  the  Democratic  candidate,  sometimes  voting  for  the 
person  whom  they  regard  as  the  best  man  for  the  office,  regardless  of  politics. 

The  generation  now  living  think  much  of  how  cheaply  the  early  settlers 
had  a  chance  to  buy  their  land,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  many  of 
them  did  not  have  the  money  with  which  to  buy  land  and  that  most  of  the 
early  settlers  found  it  difficult  to  pay  the  first  installment  of  the  purchase 
price  of  the  land  and  to  take  care  of  the  rest,  bearing  interest  at  six,  seven 
and  eight  per  cent,  and  as  high  as  two  per  cent,  per  month,  short  term  loan. 
Most  of  the  farmers  of  that  time  had  but  two  horses  and  one  or  two  cows 
and  with  these  horses  went  to  breaking  up  the  prairie  and  making  their  living 
out  of  the  land,  sometimes  borrowing  on  the  prospects  for  the  next  year's 
crop.  They  often  paid  for  seed  wheat  ninety-five  cents  per  bushel,  for  barley 
as  much  as  one  dollar  and  fifteen  cents  per  bushel,  and  for  everything  else  in 
proportion. 

In  1875  the  grasshoppers  came  so  thick  that  a  person  drinking  water 
at  the  pump  or  well  was  obliged  to  hold  his  hand  over  the  glass  to  keep  the 
grasshoppers  away.  These  pests  did  much  damage  to  grain.  I.  myself,  had 
about  sixty  acres  in  wheat  and  threshed  only  two  hundred  and  eighty  bushels, 
owing  to  the  damage  done  by  the  grasshoppers.  After  I  had  paid  the  thresh- 
ers and  harvest  hands,  there  was  left  only  enough  seed  for  next  year's  crop. 
I  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  send  to  my  father,  living  in  Benton  county.  Iowa, 
for  money  w  ith  which  to  pay  the  taxes,  which  he  sent. 

The  next  year,  1876,  the  people  of  this  section  commenced  working 
hard  in  the  spring,  hoping  for  a  crop,  and  in  five  to  eight  weeks  the  grain 
was  looking  very  well  and  the  prospect  bright,  hut  when  the  grain  was  about 
two  niches  high  the  young  grasshoppers  hatched  out  and  they  were  as  thick 
all  over  the  land  as  flics  on  a  piece  of  bread  covered  with  syrup.  We  farmers 
thought  we  would  be  obliged  to  leave  the  land,  but,  thanks  to  God,  He  sent  a 
snow  storm  that  covered  the  ground  two  inches  and  when  the  snow  was  gone 
there  was  nothing  more  seen  of  the  grasshop|>ers,  and  they  never  afterwards 
bothered  the  farmers  of  Westphalia. 
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CORLEY. 

The  village  of  Corley  was  established  in  1878,  upon  the  coming  of  the 
Rock  Island  Railroad  to  Harlan.  The  land  on  which  it  stands  was  then 
owned  by  Thomas  McDonald,  one  of  the  enterprising  pioneers  of  the  county. 
He  named  the  new  station  Corley,  in  honor,  it  is  said,  of  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Corley.  Among  the  early  business  men  of  Corley  were 
the  Noble  Brothers,  who  bought  grain:  F.  M.  Gillespie,  who  for  some  years 
ran  a  general  store;  Claus  Albers.  who  also  conducted  a  store,  and  also  Mr. 
Campbell.  The  village  now  has  an  elevator,  a  depot,  two  general  stores,  a 
church  building  and  a  lumber  yard.  The  two  stores  are  conducted  by  Mr. 
Meier,  and  Calvin  S.  Lee,  for  Lee  Brothers.  Calvin  Lee  is  postmaster.  Cor- 
ley is  situated  in  a  very  fine  agricultural  community  and  has  an  excellent 
trade. 

BOTNA. 

The  village  of  Botna  dates  its  existence  from  1881,  when  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  Railroad  extended  its  lines  into  Shelby  county.  Botna  was 
first  known  as  Rochdale. 

Rochdale  was  platted  by  the  Western  Town  Lot  Company  August  1. 
1884,  and  consisted  of  a  part  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  section  3,  in  Jefferson  township,  lying  southeast  of  the  main  track  of 
the  Iowa  Southwestern  Railway  Company,  now  known  as  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railway  Company.  D.  E.  Johnson  was  surveyor,  making  his 
survey  July  29,  1884.  Among  the  business  houses  are  those  of  S.  A.  Bladt, 
general  merchandise;  A.  T.  Ramsey,  groceries  and  dry  goods:  John  Steeple- 
ton,  blacksmith:  I'pdike  Grain  Company.  Fred  Ruhs.  manager:  Xeola  Grain 
and  Lumber  Company.  C.  G.  Long,  manager.  Fllen  W.  Ramsey  is  post- 
mistress. 

TENN  ANT. 

The  village  of  Tennant,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  an  incorporated 
town  before  this  work  is  issued,  was  platted  with  the  coming  of  the  Chicago 
&  Great  Western  Railroad.  It  is  located  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  plateaus 
in  western  Iowa,  and  has  tributary  to  it  a  very  excellent  farming  and  stock 
raising  community.  Among  the  first  merchants  of  the  town  were:  Fnller- 
ton  Lumber  Company.  C.  D.  Grauel.  \V.  B.  Woods  &  Company.  W.  A. 
Swanson,  George  Von  Fschen,  Feder  I.  Pedersen.  F.  M.  Buck.  F.  C.  Kurtz. 
M.  A.  Nugent. 
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Other  business  and  professional  men  and  firms  of  the  town  have  been  or 
are:  (ireen  Bay  Lumber  C  ompany  ( Krank  L.  Hansen,  manager),  William 
Halloran,  f.  W.  Davis,  R.  A.  Studlev,  Mr.  Lantz,  Dr.  I.  B.  Wilev,  Tennant 
Savings  Bank  (J.  B.  Graham,  cashier),  William  Bailey.  William  Halloran, 
J.  W.  Bartholomew,  H.  C.  Miles.  J.  F.  Twamley  &  Son  (R.  A.  Friend, 
manager). 

Tennant  now  has  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  county,  sev- 
eral general  stores,  a  prosperous  church,  a  lumber  and  hardware  store,  etc. 
Its  people  are  progressive,  as  may  be  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  have  in- 
stituted proceedings  for  incorporation  of  the  village,  which  incorporation 
has  been  ordered  and  approved  by  Judge  E.  B.  Woodruff,  of  the  district 
court  at  the  present  (January,  1915),  term  of  the  district  court. 

JACKSONVILLE. 

The  rural  village  of  Jacksonville  has  been  in  process  of  growth  for  per- 
haps fifteen  years  or  more.  It  is  located  at  the  center  ot  Jackson  township. 
Its  population  is  composed  largely  of  Danish  people  who  have  retired  from 
their  farms  and  are  passing  their  later  life  in  this  quiet  country  village. 
Michael  Christensen  conducts  an  implement  business  and  Hans  Schmidt  a 
general  store  at  Jacksonville.  This  store  was  formerly  managed  by  Mr. 
Larsen,  Hans  Brodersen  and  Mr.  Anderson  at  various  times.  The  Danish 
people  have  a  large  hall  at  Jacksonville,  in  which  are  held  social,  fraternal 
and  political  meetings. 

RF.DLINE. 

For  a  number  of  years,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  section  22,  Polk 
township,  a  country  store  has  helped  to  supply  the  local  needs  of  people  dis- 
tant from  town.  This  store,  at  various  times,  has  l>cen  managed  by  Messrs. 
Longnecker.  FabricitlS,  F.  C  Roberts  *v  Company  and  others.  The  store 
is  now  managed  by  the  latter  firm.  For  souk-  years  Rcdline  has  also  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  church  services,  held  in  a  chapel  near  the  store  building. 

RORBKCK. 

For  some  years,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  section  jo.  Clay  township,  a 
general  store  has  been  conducted  by  a  number  of  different  proprietors,  and 
is  in  existence  at  the  present  time.  For  some  years  a  blacksmith  shop  has 
also  been  conducted  there.    The  place  was  given  the  Danish  name  of  Ror- 
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beck.  This  village  has  also  given  its  name  to  one  of  the  voting  precincts  of 
the  township. 

PRAIRIE  ROSE. 

In  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  14,  of  section  3,  Monroe  township,  there 
has  been  established  for  some  years  the  country  village  of  Prairie  Rose.  It 
is  said  to  have  been  so  named  by  Mrs.  Louis  Schack.  This  village  is  the 
center  of  one  of  the  most  successful  creameries  of  the  county.  It  also  has  a 
general  store  and  a  blacksmith  shop. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

TRAVEL,  TRANSPORTATION  AND  COMMl' NICATION. 


MAILS  AND  M  All.  ROUTtS. 

Mails  did  not  arrive  regularly  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  from  the 
East  until  about  iHcj  or  1853.  In  1852  a  single  team  and  a  small  hack  made 
the  round  trip  from  IX^s  Moines  to  Council  Bluffs,  taking  a  week  to  ten  days' 
traveling  by  day.  The  first  station  out  of  Council  Bluffs  was  Silver  Creek, 
the  second  Wheeler's  Grove  (near  Macedonia.  Pottawattamie  county),  the 
third.  Indian  Town  (in  the  vicinity  of  Lewis,  Cass  county).  Council  Bluffs, 
as  it  was  the  first  trading  point  for  Shelby  county  pioneers,  was  likewise  their 
postoftke,  whither  they  went  to  get  tidings  from  home  "hack  East." 

The  Iowa  Legislature,  in  a  joint  resolution  approved  January  13,  1855, 
directed  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  influence  with  Congress 
to  procure  additional  mail  facilities  over  a  road  "from  Peoria,  in  Guthrie 
county,  via  Caplan's  Grove.  Carroll,  Galland's  Grove,  in  Crawford  county, 
(evidently  a  mistake)  to  Sargent's  Bluff.;,  in  W  oodbury  county,  once  a  week 
on  horseback. 

Under  date  of  January  25,  1862,  the  United  States  government  was 
advertising  in  the  Council  Bluffs  Xonpurcil  for  bids  for  carrying  the  mails 
over  the  following  routes  froni*July  i,  1862,  to  June  30,  1866:  From  Adel. 
by  Greenvalc,  Panora,  Guthrie  Center,  Bear  Grove,  Exira,  Botany  (at  Bow- 
man's Grove),  Harlan.  Shelbyville,  Manteno.  Olmstead  and  Woodbine,  to 
Magnolia,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  miles  and  back,  twice  a  week;  leave 
Adel  Monday  and  Thursday  at  6  a.  m.,  arrive  at  Magnolia  next  Thursday 
and  Sunday  at  6  a.  m. ;  leave  Magnolia  Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  6  a.  m., 
arrive  at  Adel  next  Thursday  and  Sunday  by  6  a.  m.  Another  route  from 
Council  Bluffs  ran  by  way  of. Crescent  City,  Harris'  Grove,  Jcddo  City. 
W  oodbine.  Olmstead,  Manteno,  Denison.  Rover  River  and  Lake  City  to  Fort 
Dodge,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  and  back,  once  a  week.  Bids  for  two 
trips  per  week  were  also  asked. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  by  joint  resolution  approved  March, 
1862,  asked  the  United  States  senators  and  representatives  from  Iowa  to  use 
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their  influence  to  have  established  "a  tri-weekly  mail  route  from  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  via  Boone,  Adel,  Redfield,  Panora,  Guthrie  Center,  Bear  Grove,  Exira, 
Harlan,  to  Magnolia,  in  Harrison  county." 

The  twelfth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  in  joint  resolution  approved 
April  7,  1868,  urged  the  United  States  senators  and  representatives  of  Iowa 
to  use  their  influence  to  have  established  a  mail  route  and  weekly  service 
thereon,  from  Council  Bluffs,  via  Beard's  Grove  and  Newtown  (situated  a 
mile  or  so  below  the  present  town  of  Avoca),  to  Harlan,  in  Shelby  county. 

During  the  first  week  of  October,  1870,  two  new  mail  routes  were  opened 
up  in  which  Shelby  county  was  interested.  One  ran  from  Harlan  to  Logan, 
Harrison  county,  and  another  from  Harlan  to  Wcstside,  Crawford  county, 
on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad. 

Touching  mail  routes  and  facilities,  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  Febru- 
ary 19.  1874,  contains  this  local  news: 

"A  petition  has  been  forwarded  by  the  citizens  of  the  western  part  of 
the  county  asking  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  this  place  west 
through  the  Bosley  settlement  by  way  of  the  Magnolia  bridge  to  the  Crandall 
settlement,  through  Shelbyville  and  on  to  Dunlap,  with  postoffices  on  the 
route  at  convenient  distances.  We  hope  the  petition  will  be  favorably  acted 
upon,  as  the  route  is  much  needed,  many  on  the  proposed  line  being  compelled 
to  go  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  for  their  mail." 

The  mail  routes  that  were  established  by  1875  running  to  various  points 
in  the  county  are  shown  by  the  advertising  of  the  United  States  government 
on  February  1,  1875,  wherein  bids  were  sought  for  carrying  the  mails  over 
the  following  routes : 

1.  From  Atlantic  to  Elkhorn.  fifteen  miles  and  return,  once  a  week. 
This  schedule  required  the  carrier  to  leave  Atlantic  on  Friday  morning  at  7 
a.  m.  and  arrive  at  Elkhorn  at  noon,  and  to  leave  Elkhorn  at  1  p.  m.  and 
arrive  at  Atlantic  at  6  p.  m. 

2.  From  Harlan  to  Avoca,  fourteen  miles,  six  times  a  week.  This  sche- 
dule required  the  carrier  to  leav  e  Harlan  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  7  a.  m..  ar- 
rive at  Avoca  at  noon,  leave  Avoca.  except  Sunday,  at  1  p.  m.  and  arrive  in 
Harlan  by  6  p.  m. 

3.  From  Logan,  by  Reeder's  Milk  Monday  morning,  on  horseback,  to 
Shelby,  twenty-five  miles,  twice  a  week:  to  leave  Logan  Monday  and  Friday 
at  10  a.  m.,  arrive  at  Shelbv  bv  f>  p.  m.  and  leave  Shelbv  Tuesdav  and  Satur- 
day  at  6  a.  m.  and  arrive  at  Logan  by  2  p.  m. 

4.  From  Manteno.  by  Dunlap,  Soldier.  Saint  Clair  and  Castana,  thirty- 
five  miles  and  back,  twice  a  week.    Carrier  was  required  to  arrive  at  Castana 
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at  5  p.  in.,  leave  Castana  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  at  6  a.  ni.,  and  arrive  at 
Manteno  at  5  p.  m. 

5.  Prom  Harlan  to  Manteno.  twenty  miles  and  back,  once  a  week. 
Carrier  was  required  to  leave  Woodbine  on  Saturday  at  8  a.  m.  and  arrive  at 
Manteno  at  noon,  leave  Manteno  at  1  p.  in.  and  arrive  at  Harlan  at  7  p.  m. 

(>.  From  Woodbine  to  Shelby,  thirty  miles  and  back,  once  a  week. 
Carrier  was  required  to  lease  Woodbine  on  Saturday  at  8  a.  m.  and  arrive  at 
Shelby  by  6  p.  111.,  and  to  leave  Shelby  at  8  a.  111.  and  arrive  at  Woodbine  by 
6  p.  m. 

7.  From  Dcnison  to  Harlan,  thirty  miles  and  back,  once  a  week.  Sche- 
dule required  the  carrier  to  leave  Dcnison  at  8  a.  m.,  arrive  at  Harlan  at  6 
p.  m.  and  leave  Harlan  at  8  a.  m.  ami  arrive  at  Dcnison  by  6  p.  m. 

A  Harlan  paper  of  December  o,  1S77,  contains  tin-;  advertisement,  which 
surely  carries  one  back  to  the  early  days  : 

"Harlan  vV  Dunlap-—  Mail  and  Passenger  Route.  Our  hack  leaves  Har- 
lan Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  in  the  morning  and  returns  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays.  Passengers  should  remember  that  this  is  the  most  convenient 
route  to  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad.'' 

This  advertisement,  of  1870.  is  bkewise  interesting: 

"Denison-Harlan  Stage  Route.  Tri-weckly.  The  Dcuison-Harlau  Stage 
Route  will  start  every  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  at  11  a.  m.  It  will 
make  close  connections  with  the  express  train  east.  Fare.  $1.50.  Good  team 
and  outfit.    Stage  returns  every  Monday.  Wednesday  and  Friday." 

In  the  spring  of  1882  arrangements  had  been  made  whereby  a  tri-weekly 
mail  would  U-  run  from  Harlan  to  Defiance  and  a  semi-weekly  mail  from 
Defiance  to  Denison. 

The  coming  ot  the  railroads  ended  the  work  of  the  men  v\ho  carried  the 
mail  on  horseback,  or  by  hack  or  rtagc.  These  men  were  very  useful  in  their 
day  and  saw  much  privation.  Among  their  names  one  recalls  C.  C.  Red- 
field,  George  D.  Ross  and  others. 

The  handling  of  the  mail  at  the  early  postotric.es  was  as  primitive  and 
informal  as  the  means  by  which  it  was  conveyed  over  the  winding  ridge 
roads  traversing  the  county.  At  Harlan  during  the  earliest  days  it  is  said 
that  the  mail  was  kept  in  a  dry  goods  box.  to  which  anyone  inquiring  for  mail 
had  access  in  any  search  he  carer  1  to  make  for  mail  addressed  to  him.  The 
postmaster,  therefore,  took  the  responsibilities  of  his  office  lightly.  From 
that  day  to  this,  when  the  mail  is  carried  daily  to  practically  every  farm  home 
in  the  county,  is  a  far  cry.  It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  ask  a  neighbor  going 
to  market  or  mill  to  inquire  for  one's  mail,  which  the  pioneer  with  a  true 
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neighborly  spirit  was  glad  to  do,  often  bringing  back  with  him  tidings  of  joy. 
misfortune  or  sorrow,  for  the  members  of  a  whole  neighborhood,  written, 
perchance,  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  New  England,  the 
South,  or  from  some  kingdom  across  the  Atlantic.  We  would  not  return  to 
those  days,  but  there  will  ever  be  in  our  community  life  the  call  for  that  fine 
comradeship  and  helpfulness  so  well  exemplified,  fostered,  as  it  was  of  course, 
to  some  extent,  by  the  common  need  and  privation  of  the  early  times. 

STATE  ROADS. 

In  the  fifties  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  frequently  went  through  the 
forms  of  establishing  "state  roads,"  very  many  of  which  were  never  traveled 
to  any  extent,  for  the  reason  that  they  were  not  improved  or  sufficiently 
marked  and  probably  also  for  the  further  reason  that  the  weary  traveler 
could  often  pick  as  good  a  road  himself  as  the  one  laid  out. 

By  chapter  X  of  the  fifth  General  Assembly,  approved  January  13,  1855, 
it  was  provided  that  commissioners,  consisting  of  Samuel  M.  Ballard,  of 
Audubon  county,  William  Garner,  of  Pottawattomie  county,  and  Thomas 
Seeley,  of  Guthrie  county,  should  locate  a  state  road,  "beginning  on  the  west 
line  of  Dallas  county  at  the  terminus  of  the  state  road  established  in  1849, 
thence  by  the  most  practicable  route  via  Bear  Grove,  Ballard's  Bridge  on 
the  East  'Xishnabotany'  river  and  by  a  point  at  or  near  the  forks  of  the  West 
'Xishnabotany'  river,  in  township  77  north,  of  range  39,  thence  on  the  most 
direct  and  practicable  route  to  Council  Bluffs  City."  It  was  further  provided 
that  these  commissioners  should  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  February  or 
within  six  months  thereafter.  This  road  is  of  interest  to  Shelby  county  only 
Ixrcause  it  struck  the  vicinity  of  the  present  town  of  Avoca,  through  which 
many  of  the  pioneers  of  Shelby  county  came. 

One  of  the  very  early  pioneers  of  Audubon  county,  lion.  H.  F.  An- 
drews, of  F.xira.  author  of  a  new  history  of  Audubon  county,  in  a  letter  to 
the  editor  of  this  history,  referring  t<>  the  early  state  roads,  writes: 

"1  was  not  able  to  make  much  out  of  the  county  records  al>out  the  old 
roads  leading  from  Audubon  to  Shelby  county.  They  usually  ran  across 
country  and  did  not  conform  to  section  lines.  About  1873  I  was  appointed 
commissioner  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  this  county  to  report  on  quite  a 
number  of  the  old  roads.  I  reported  on  some  of  them  that  it  was  impossible 
to  plat  them  from  the  field  notes,  which  were  in  some  cases  manifestly  de- 
fective, and  recommended  several  re-surveys.  1  made  re-surveys  of  several 
of  the  most  important  old  roads.    But  several  were  never  re-surveyed  and 
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were  never  used  or  traveled,  and  new  roads  were  from  time  to  time  located 
to  take  their  place.  I  think  this  was  the  case  with  old  state  road  No.  2,  from 
Audubon  to  Shelby.  As  near  as  I  can  tell,  it  crossed  the  county  line  five 
chains  (twenty  rods)  north  of  the  northeast  corner  of  township  79.  range 
37,  which  is  the  northwest  corner  of  Sharon  township,  in  Audubon  county, 
near  what  is  now  known  as  Poplar,  in  Audulion  county.  [This  state  road 
Xo.  2  would  appear,  therefore,  to  have  entered  Shelby  county  about  the  north 
boundary  of  Jackson  township. — EDITOR.] 

"By  section  13,  chapter  177,  acts  of  the  sixth  General  Assembly.  January 
28.  1857.  Peoria  I.  VVhitted.  of  Audubon  county.  James  Adams,  of  Shelby 
county,  and  Owen  Throj)e.  of  Harrison  county,  v  ere  appointed  commission- 
ers to  locate  a  state  road  commencing  at  Panora.  in  Outline  county,  thence 
west  011  or  near  the  township  line  between  the  townships  71)  and  .80.  as  prac- 
ticable, through  Magnolia  to  the  mouth  of  Soldier  creek,  in  Harrison  county, 
on  the  Missouri  river.  This  was  state  road  Xo.  2.  1  think  it  is  totally  dis- 
regarded in  Audubon  county.  Probably  was  used  a  liitle  in  early  times.  T 
recollect  traveling  it  about  1870  on  the  ridges  leading  to  Bowman's 
drove  and  there  were  primitive  bridges  for  the  crossing  of  Indian  creek  in 
Sharon  township  in  Audutxm  county  about  the  center  of  the  township  (79- 
37).  By  section  8.  chapter  V  o.  ru  ts  of  the  fifth  General  Assemblv.  January 
24,  1855,  Mansel  W  icks,  of  Shelby  county,  and  Daniel  Brown  and  Peter 
Brady,  of  Harrison  county,  wire  appointed  commissioners  to  locate  a  state 
road  from  Ballard's  Bridge,  in  Audubon  county,  via  Wicks'  Grove,  in  Shelbv 
countv.  and  Harris'  Grove,  to  the  town  of  Calhoun,  in  Harrison  countv. 
\  Wicks'  Grove  was  in  the  vicinitx  now  called  "Rabbit  Hollow.'' — Kditor.] 

"Ballard's  Bridge  was  then,  and  is  now.  in  section  36,  township  78, 
range  36.  the  present  civil  township  of  Oaklield.  in  Audnlton  countv.  I  don't 
think  this  road  was  over  utilized  in  Audubon,  except  the  first  half  mile  of  it 
from  the  bridge  west,  which  was  part  of  old  state  road  Xo.  |." 

EARLY  ROADS  IX  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

Beginning  in  1854  and  continuing  throughout  the  terms  of  the  county 
judges  of  Shelbv  county  many  roads  were  established.  Some  of  these  roads 
were  surveyed,  but  many  were  not.  Some  of  them  appear  to  have  been  laid 
out  in  so  general  a  course  and  perhaps  so  irregularly  traveled  that  it  often 
became  uncertain  in  a  few  years  as  to  exactly  where  the  roads  ran. 

The  first  petition  for  a  county  road  seems  to  have  been  presented  to 
Xelson  Ward,  county  judge,  on  July  3.  1854.     This  petition  sought  the  es- 
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tablishrnent  of  a  road  from  the  east  line  of  Shelby  county  west  by  way  of 
Cuppy's  Grove,  thence  crossing  Silver  creek  and  thence  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Accordingly,  on  December  4,  1854,  the  said  road  was  established  as  follows: 
"Commencing  at  the  cast  line  of  the  county  in  township  78  north,  thence  west 
to  the  crossing  of  Indian  creek,  from  thence  to  the  crossing  of  Walnut  creek 
slews,  thence  west  to  the  crossing  of  the  East  Nishna  Botany  in  Cuppy's 
Grove,  thence  to  the  crossing  of  the  main  Nishna  crossing  between  Hack's 
and  Waterbury's,  thence  one  hundred  yards  south  of  Waterbury's  house  to 
the  crossing  of  Silver  creek,  forty  rods  above  the  old  crossing  on  said  creek, 
thence  South  West  about  two  miles  to  the  South  line  of  Shelby  county." 

Dwight  Terrill,  then  residing  at  Bowman's  Grove,  was  appointed  com- 
missioner to  view  said  road  and  report  thereon  prior  to  its  establishment, 
and  on  September  11,  1854,  had  reported  favorably. 

On  September  1,  1856,  County  Judge  David  Baughman  established  a 
road  beginning  at  the  north  boundary  line  of  Shelby  county  fifty  poles  east 
of  the  section  corner  between  sections  2  and  3  in  Grove  township,  thence  west 
to  Shelbyville,  thence  in  the  direction  of  Samuel  Wood's  to  the  Harrison 
county  line.  On  the  same  date  there  was  also  established  a  county  road  re- 
ported by  Abraham  Rubendall,  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  commissioner,  beginning 
at  the  east  line  of  Shelby  county  north  of  township  line  79  and  80,  range  line 
between  36  and  37  [the  beginning  of  this  road  would  from  this  description 
run  near  the  north  boundary  of  Jackson  township  near  the  village  of  Poplar, 
Audubon  county],  at  the  southeast  corner  of  section  1,  forty  rods  north  of 
said  corner,  thence  to  Adams'  and  Sweat's  bridge,  thence  to  the  geographical 
center  of  Shelby  county  [north  of  Harlan  a  mile  or  slightly  more],  thence 
to  Shelbyville  (in  section  27,  Grove  township),  thence  to  the  west  line  of 
Grove  township,  thirty-four  rods  north  of  the  southwest  corner  of  section 
19  in  said  township. 

On  December  3,  1856,  David  Baughman,  county  judge,  established  an- 
other county  road  reported  by  Abraham  Rubendall.  commissioner,  beginning 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  section  12,  intersecting  a  certain  county  road  in 
Audubon  county  on  the  range  line  between  ratiges  36  and  37  in  township  78 
(Clay  township,  southeast  of  the  present  town  of  Elkhorn),  running  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  Correction  Grove  (in  section  5,  Clay  township),  thence 
past  Bowman's  Grove  in  section  12  to  Bowman's  bridge  and  running  into 
section  4.  intersecting  a  certain  road  known  as  Adams'  road,  near  L.  D. 
Sunderland's,  in  township  79,  range  38  (Center  township). 

On  March  1.  i8=;8.  Countv  ludge  Tarkington  established  a  countv  road 
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reported  by  William  McGinness,  commissioner,  commencing  at  the  town  of 
Somida,  running  westwardly  to  the  county  line  near  B.  F.  Leland's  in  town- 
ship 79,  range  40  (Cass  township),  the  said  road  to  be  known  as  the  Somida 
and  Leland  road. 

It  also  appears  from  the  road  book  that  on  July  5,  1858,  John  Mcintosh, 
of  Grove  township,  as  commissioner,  had  reported  on  the  Manteno  and  Nish- 
nabotna  road,  beginning  at  Adams'  and  Sweat's  bridge  at  Bowman's  Grove 
(this  bridge  was  located  where  the  present  county  bridge  crosses  the  Xish- 
botna  river  at  Bowman's  Grove  east  of  the  Daniel  Terrill  farm  in  Center 
township),  thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
1  in  Center  township,  thence  in  an  irregular  course  to  the  middle  fork  of  the 
West  Xishnabotna  river  (the  branch  of  the  stream  at  Harlan  flowing  north- 
east past  Kirkman  and  Irwin),  thence  across  the  west  fork  of  the  same 
stream  and  then  on  to  Mosquito  creek  in  the  we-t  part  of  the  county  to  the 
center  stake  between  sections  11  and  14  of  Grove  township  to  the  south  end 
of  the  old  West  House,  thence  crossing  Mill  Creek  near  the  residence  of 
Washington  Round y  and  then  into  the  village  of  Manteno.  the  said  road 
being  twenty-three  miles  and  thirteen  chains  in  length. 

In  January,  1850.  there  was  established  a  county  road  known  as  the 
Manteno  and  Harlan  road.  David  Baughman,  as  commissioner,  re|K>rted  on 
the  road.  This  road  l>cgan  at  Manteno,  ran  through  Shelby ville  and  Harlan, 
crossed  the  J.  M.  Long  bridge  (probably  located  near  the  old  Chatburn  mill 
and  near  the  present  Harlan  city  pumping  station),  thence  across  the  Cuppy 
bridge  to  Cuppy  s  Grove  and  thence  to  a  point  between  sections  35  and  36, 
township  78.  range  38  (Monroe  township),  on  the  south  boundary  line  of 
Shelby  county,  slightly  north  and  east  of  Walnut.  Pottawattamie  county. 
Mr.  Baughman  reported  that  the  said  terminus  of  the  road  was  between 
Indian  and  W  alnut  creek  sloughs.  The  rejiorted  length  of  the  road  was 
thirty-four  miles  and  two  hundred  and  ninetv-six  rods. 

The  early  pioneers  of  Monroe,  Jackson  and  parts  of  other 
townships  recall  vividly  the  many  unhappy  experiences  they  had  in  hauling 
grain  to  Walnut  across  these  marshy  sloughs  in  the  seventies.  On  many  an 
occasion  fanners  were  compelled  to  double  up  their  teams  to  help  each  other 
out  of  impassable  places  where  moderately  loaded  wagons  sometimes  sank 
almost  to  the  hubs.  Grain  was  sometimes  hauled,  of  course,  in  sacks,  part 
of  which  had  to  be  removed  from  the  wagon-box  before  the  wagon  could 
be  pulled  out  of  these  dangerous  places.  To  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  oc- 
casion, a  luckless  pioneer  would  sometimes  1>e  favored  with  the  very  best 
performance  of  a  balky  horse  or  team. 
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On  October  4,  1858,  there  was  established  the  Newtown  and  Denison 
roads,  forty  feet  in  width.  This  road  was  viewed  and  reported  on  by  Peter  H. 
Longcor,  commissioner,  of  Bowman's  Grove.  The  road  began  at  a  point  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  poles  west  of  the  southwest  corner  of  section  33,  Fair- 
view  township,  on  the  Pottawattamie  county  line  and  ran  thence  to  the  town 
of  Somidaa.  thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  8,  now  Center  township,  thence  north  to  the 
Crawford  county  line. 

Perhaps,  in  passing,  it  should  be  noted  that  this  road  book  at  about 
this  point  on  page  23  sets  out  the  field  notes  of  that  part  of  the  Panora 
(Guthrie  county)  Soldier  creek  State  Road,  elsewhere  in  this  work  referred 
to.  but  apparently  does  not  indicate  at  just  what  point  on  the  cast  county  line 
of  Shelby  county  it  entered.  It  seems  likely,  however,  that  the  road  entered 
Shelby  county  at  about  the  northeast  corner  of  Jackson  township  east  of 
Bowman's  Grove,  or  perhaps  slightly  northeast  of  the  grove.  In  any  event, 
the  first  definite  station  in  the  survey  referred  to  is  J.  H.  Adams'  residence, 
which  was  a  log  cabin  on  the  old  farm,  later  known  as  the  premises  of  Eliab 
Myers,  in  the  north  part  of  Bowman's  Grove.  It  is  likely  that  from  this 
point  a  surveyor  could  determine  accurately  the  general  course  of  the  highway 
and  by  starting  at  Panora,  provided  the  field  notes  are  preserved  in  the  early 
counties  traversed  by  the  road,  he  could  determine  the  point  at  which  the 
road  entered  Shelby  county  on  the  east.  Running  from  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Adams,  the  course  of  the  road  as  surveyed  crossed  the  quarter  section  corner 
between  sections  1  and  6.  in  township  79,  ranges  37  and  38  (which  was  on 
the  boundary  line  between  the  present  townships  of  Jackson  and  Center), 
thence  across  Brandywinc  creek  (which  was  the  high  sounding  historical 
name  given  by  the  surveyors  or  others  before  them  to  the  branch  of  the 
Nishnahotna  river  running  by  Bowman's  Grove),  thence  to  the  quarter  section 
corners  between  sections  t  and  2.  2  and  3,  and  3  and  4,  respectively,  in  Center 
township,  thence  to  a  point  at  or  near  Sunderland's  branch  (L.  D.  Sunder- 
land in  Center  township),  thence  across  the  West  Xishnabotna  river  (  running 
northeast  past  Kirkman  and  Irwin),  thence  across  the  west  fork  of  the  Xish- 
nabotna river,  crossing  in  its  course  the  quarter  section  corners  between  sec- 
tions 4  and  5.  and  5  and  6  in  Center  township,  thence  crossing  two  streams 
designated  as  Quick  run  and  Hill  creek  (not  known  by  those  names  today), 
thence  to  the  corner  of  sections  8.  0,,  16  and  17.  in  township  79.  range  39 
(Lincoln  township),  thence  to  the  quarter  section  corner  between  sections 

8  and  17  of  said  township,  thence  across    creek  and  Keg  creek  to 

Moskito  creek,  and  finally  terminating  six  chains  and  nine  one-hundredths 
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links  south  of  the  section  corner  of  sections  I,  6,  7  and  12,  township  79. 
ranges  40  and  41  (on  the  western  boundary  of  C  ass  township,  one  mile 
south  of  the  northwest  corner  of  said  township). 

On  January  3,  1859,  there  was  established  a  county  road  running  from 
the  Adams  and  Sweat  bridge  at  Bowman's  Grove,  crossing  a  branch  of  the 
Nishnabotna  near  Milton  Stanton's  and  the  west  branch  of  the  same  stream 
near  Harlan,  thence  crossing  Silver  creek  to  an  inteiscction  further  west  of 
the  Panora  and  Soldier  Creek  state  road  at  the  northeast  corner  of  section 
16,  township  79,  range  39,  and  from  that  point  westward  coinciding  with  the 
line  of  the  said  state  road  to  the  crossing  of  Moskito  creek  in  section  10  of 
Cass  township,  the  said  road  being  nine  miles  and  three  hundred  and  ten  rods 
in  length. 

In  the  foregoing  treatment  of  early  roads  in  Shelby  county  the  author 
has  set  out  the  substance  of  most  of  the  information  contained  in  this  first 
road  book  of  Shelby  county.  Of  course,  as  the  population  in  the  county 
grew  and  the  needs  of  better  means  of  communication  became  greater,  many 
new  roads  were  petitioned  for  and  granted.  The  above  record  covers  the 
period  of  time  up  to  1800.  It  should  be  remembered  that  these  roads  in  a 
large  measure  followed  the  ridges  and  did  not  follow  the  section  lines,  except 
as  the  section  lines  happened  to  be  on  what  at  the  time  appeared  to  be  the  l>est 
anil  most  practicable  routes  of  travel.  If  the  reader  will  bear  in  mind  the 
location  in  general  of  the  very  earliest  settlements  in  the  county  and  will 
picture  in  his  mind's  eye  winding  roads  that  ran  from  these  various  settle- 
ments to  the  others,  w rinding  trails  that  avoided  so  far  as  possible  the  swampy 
sloughs  and  marshes  which  in  an  early  day  were  much  more  prevalent  than 
now.  and  if  the  reader  w  ill  also  keep  in  mind  that  bridges  over  the  streams 
were  few  and  far  between;  that  a  traveler  was  free  to  drive  wherever  his 
horses  could  walk  and  draw  his  wagon  absolutely  unhampered  by  fences  of 
any  sort  and  seldom  by  trees,  he  can  construct  for  himself  the  lines  of  travel 
over  these  primitive  ridge  roads  in  Shelby  county. 

RAILROADS. 

It  must  be  rememlx*red  that  long  before  the  first  main  railroad  had 
pushed  its  line  across  the  state  of  Iowa  the  pioneers  of  Shelby  county  had 
built  and  were  living  in  rude  log  cabins.  They  were  growing  products  for 
which  there  was  practically  no  market,  except  at  Kanesville,  now  Council 
1  Muffs.  To  that  place  the  pioneers  brought  at  the  end  of  a  wearisome  journev 
always,  and  often  in  winter  a  dangerous  one,  lasting  several  days,  the  products 
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t/.ey  had  to  sell — dressed  hogs,  beeves,  corn,  wheat,  etc. — and  here  they  pur- 
chased with  careful  economy  the  necessaries  of  life,  including  flour  and  corn 
meal,  coffee,  salt,  clothing,  etc.,  although  usually  they  exchanged  wheat  and 
corn  for  flour  and  meal  at  the  pioneer  mills  at  which  they  were  often  obliged 
to  wait  long  for  their  grists  to  be  ground. 

Therefore,  to  Shelby  county  people  Council  Bluffs  will  always  have  a 
special  significance  as  their  pioneer  trading  point  long  before  railroads  came 
or  public  highways  were  laid  out  or  worked  or  anything  but  the  most  primi- 
tive bridges  built;  when  the  ridge  road  trailed  its  tortuous  way  over  the  wild 
prairie. 

To  this  trading  point  merchandise  for  Shelby  county  pioneers  came  from 
St.  Louis  and  St.  Joseph  on  Missouri  river  steamboats.  It  appears  from  the 
Council  Bluffs  Nonpareil  of  April  7,  1859,  there  were  then  thirty-five  packets 
navigating  the  Missouri,  employed  in  the  trade  between  St.  Louis  and  St. 
Joseph  and  Nebraska  City,  Council  Bluffs.  Omaha,  Sioux  City  and  inter- 
mediate points.  Among  these  packets  were  the  "Florida,"  "Immigrant," 
"Asa  Wilgus,"  "Hannibal."  "Morning  Star,"  "E.  M.  Ryland"  and  others. 
By  1802  there  were  United  States  mail  routes  leading  out  of  Council  Bluffs  to 
Sioux  City,  Fort  Dodge,  Omaha,  Oskaloosa,  St.  Joseph  and  Fort  Kearney. 

On  May  15.  1856,  President  Pierce  approved  an  act  of  Congress  whereby 
grants  of  land  to  aid  in  railroad  building  were  made  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  following  companies  and  railroads,  the  act  l>e- 
ing  herewith  quoted  in  part,  as  follows: 

"In  May,  1856.  the  National  Congress  made  its  first  grant  of  land  in 
aid  of  railroad  building  in  this  state.  That  act  was  approved  by  President 
Pierce  the  r  5th  day  of  that  month.  It  made  grants  to  four  roads  as  fol- 
lows: 'Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  there  be  and  is  hereby 
granted  to  the  state  of  Towa  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction 
of  railroads  from  Burlington  on  the  Mississippi  river  to  a  point  on  the  Mis- 
souri river  near  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  river,  from  the  city  of  Davenport 
via  Iowa  City  and  Ft.  Des  Moines  to  Council  Bluffs,  from  Lyons  City  north- 
westwardly to  a  point  of  intersection  with  the  main  line  of  the  Iowa  Central 
Air  Line  Railroad  near  Maquoketa.  thence  on  said  main  line  of  the  Iowa 
Central  Air  Line  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  forty-second  parallel  across  the 
state  of  Iowa  to  the  Missouri  river,  from  the  city  of  Dubuque  to  a  point  on 
the  Missouri  river  near  Sioux  City,  with  a  branch  from  the  Tete  des  Mortes 
to  the  nearest  point  on  said  main  line,  to  be  completed  as  soon  as  the  main 
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line  is  completed  to  that  point,  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by 
odd  numbers  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road.'  " 

Other  grants  of  land  followed  this  first  grant.  Under  these  several  land 
grant  acts  roads  in  Iowa,  received  the  number  of  acres  of  land,  respectively, 


as  follows: 

Burlington  &  Missouri  River  (now  the  C.  B.  &  Q.)   287,095.24 

Mississippi  &  Missouri  River  (now  the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.)   55°tX93>57 

Iowa  Central  Air  Line  (now  the  C.  &  X.  W.)   775,454.19 

Dubuque  &  Pacific  (now  the  Illinois  Central)  1,226,558.32 

McGregor  &  Missouri  (now  the  C.  M.  &  St.  Paul)   372,293.27 

Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul   407,879.31 

Des  Moines  River  Improvement  Company  1,105,967.88 


As  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Railroad  Company  began  to  push  its 
main  line  west  from  Davenport,  and  even  before  that  time,  the  people  of 
western  Iowa  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  secure  railroads.  The  railroads, 
indeed,  meant  very  much  to  these  settlers;  without  them  the  country  could 
never  hope  to  be  adequately  developed ;  it  could  never  expect,  of  course,  to 
have  local  markets  with  fair  prices  for  local  products,  nor  to  have  local  stores 
with  supplies  of  goods  such  as  people  were  lx*ginning  to  need  and  the  pro- 
curing of  which  entailed  the  expenditure  of  so  much  time  and  energy,  the 
enduring  of  great  privation. 

It  it,  therefore,  of  local  interest  to  know  that  at  a  meeting  which  called 
itself  the  "Missouri  &  Mississippi  State  Aid  Railroad  Convention"  held  at 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  on  December  15,  1858.  the  following  Shelby  county 
delegates  were  present:  George  Harrington,  W.  Gray,  J.  M.  Long,  C.  W. 
Oden.  H.  C.  Holcomb,  L  VV.  Woodruff.  L  G.  Tubbs,  George  Benjamin,  A. 
T.  Ault  and  Isaac  P.  Wyland  (father  of  O.  P.  Wyland  and  William  Wyland 
of  Harlan).  At  that  meeting  resolutions  were  passed  favoring  state  aid  to 
railroads  and  asking  the  governor  of  Iowa  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  providing  such  state  aid  for  the  construction 
of  railroads. 

On  February  19.  1859.  a  railroad  convention  was  held  at  the  pioneer 
village  of  Magnolia,  in  Harrison  county,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the 
construction  of  railroads  running  east  and  west  through  Harrison  and  Shelby 
counties  to  intersect  with  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  railroad  at  Harlan  and 
running  through  Magnolia  to  the  Missouri  River,  west  on  the  most  feasible 
route  to  the  north  bend  of  the  Platte  river,  in  Nebraska.  This  convention 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  articles  of  incor|>oration  of  the  company,  styled 
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the  Harlan  Junction,  Magnolia  &  Platte  Valley  Railroad  Company,  and  per- 
sons were  appointed  to  open  stock  books  for  the  sale  of  stock  in  this  corpora- 
tion. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  first  crossed  the  state,  completing 
its  line  to  Council  Bluffs  in  1867.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Rail- 
way, the  first  railroad  to  enter  Shelby  county,  reached  Council  Bluffs  in  1869. 
The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad  also  completed  its  line  to  Council 
Bluffs  in  1869.  In  view  of  the  wonderful  railroad  building  and  development 
in  the  state  of  Iowa  occurring  since  that  time  it  seems  almost  incredible  that 
the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company,  afterwards  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  on  May  25,  1861,  was  advertising  in  the  Council 
Bluffs  Nonpareil  that  the  extension  of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad 
was  open  to  Marengo  in  Iowa  county;  that  passenger  and  express  trains  left 
Marengo  daily  at  1 130  p.  m.,  and  that  they  arrived  in  Chicago  at  five  o'clock 
the  next  morning. 

It  might  prove  interesting  to  the  reader  to  take  up  his  map  of  Iowa 
and  examine  the  location  of  Shelby  and  Iowa  counties  and  note  the  distance 
over  which  the  pioneers  of  Shelby  county  were  then  obliged  to  go  in  order 
to  take  a  train  for  the  East. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  December  8,  1874,  at  Harlan,  there  was  a  meeting 
of  business  men  to  discuss  the  question  of  railroads  for  Harlan.  Frank 
Reynolds  was  chairman  of  the  meeting.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Piatt 
Wicks,  W.  J.  Davis,  J.  B.  Swain,  Washington  Wyland,  Thomas  Wood,  J. 
H.  Louis  and  others.  A  motion  favoring  an  outlet  to  the  Northwestern  at 
Denison  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  seventeen  for  Denison  and  six  for  connecting 
at  Avoca.  A  broad-gauge  road  was  favored.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
correspond  with  the  different  companies.  The  committee  was,  Piatt  Wicks, 
chairman;  W.  J.  Davis,  Washington  Wyland.  J.  W.  DeSilva,  and  Dr.  R.  M. 
Smith. 

This  agitation  for  a  branch  road  for  Harlan  was  kept  up  more  or  less 
continuously  from  1874,  but  without  practical  results  until  1878.  In  July 
and  August,  of  that  year,  elections  were  held  in  the  townships  of  Harlan, 
Westphalia,  Jefferson,  Greeley,  Polk,  Douglas  and  Lincoln,  for  the  purpose 
of  voting  a  tax  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  branch  of  the  Rock  Island 
railroad  from  Avoca  to  Harlan.  The  proposition  to  vote  a  tax  carried  in  the 
townships  of  Westphalia,  Harlan,  <  ireelev,  Douglas  and  Lincoln,  but  was  de- 
feated in  Jefferson  and  Polk,  the  voters  of  those  townships  apparently  think- 
ing Harlan  too  far  away  to  benefit  them  much  as  a  shipping  point. 

When  the  news  of  these  election  results  came  to  the  citizens  of  Harlan, 
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bells  were  rung,  guns  fired,  and  there  were  whoops  and  yells  and  large  bon- 
fires. A  Harlan  paper  says:  "Four  anvils  were  used  to  do  duty  in  the 
absence  of  cannon,  the  band  came  out  and  played,  sky  rockets  were  tired, 
shot  guns,  revolvers  and  fire  crackers  and  everything  that  would  make  a  noise 
were  used."  The  newspaper  further  said,  "We  would  not  swear  that  the 
front  end  of  the  Sabbath  morning  was  not  dented  a  little."  Monday  follow- 
ing the  vote,  Thomas  McDonald  and  C.  J.  Wyland  started  for  Chicago  to 
make  necessary  arrangements  to  have  the  work  commenced  at  once. 

The  proposed  extension  of  the  Rock  Island  was  known  as  the  Avoca, 
Harlan  &  Northern  Railway.  In  the  summer  of  1878,  the  Avoca,  Harlan 
&  Northern  Railway  Company  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
a  road-bed  for  a  railroad  connecting  Harlan  with  the  main  line  of  the  Rock- 
Island  Railroad  on  the  south.  The  following  officers  constituted  this  com- 
pany:  President,  Thomas  McDonald;  secretary,  Piatt  Wicks;  treasurer,  C. 
J.  Wyland ;  directors,  D.  M.  Wyland  and  J.  M.  Long. 

Early  in  Septemlx»r,  1878,  several  engineers  were  at  work  setting  the 
grade  stakes  on  the  new  branch  road. 

The  first  construction  train  arrived  in  Harlan  November  27,  1878,  Ed 
Fisher,  engineer;  and  D.  Daley,  conductor.  This  train  has  continued  to  make 
daily  trips  since.  Hoyt  Sherman,  Jr.,  of  Des  Moines,  was  the  first  station 
agent  and  Frank  D.  Remick  his  assistant.  Frank  Smith,  of  Avoca,  was  ex- 
press messenger  on  the  train.  The  first  freight  that  arrived  was  a  carload  of 
lumber  for  Ledwich  &  Long.  November  30.  The  first  grain  shipped  from 
here  was  a  carload  of  wheat  by  Murray  on  December  3;  next,  a  carload  of 
com  on  December  4.  The  first  live  stock  shipped  from  here  was  a  carload  of 
hogs  on  December  6;  on  the  9th,  T.  D.  Prati  shipped  the  first  carload  of 
cattle.  For  the  first  week  ending  December  9,  the  receipts  were  twenty-one 
cars  lumber,  nine  cars  of  coal,  and  enough  height  to  make  several  carloads. 
T.  J.  Caldwell  sent  out  five  carloads  of  hogs  one  day  during  the  first  week 
in  DecemlK-T.    The  sale  of  passenger  tickets  commenced  on  December  9. 

Many  have  been  the  rumors  of  the  coming  of  railroads  and  many  surveys 
have  been  made  across  different  parts  of  Shelby  county.  For  instance,  the 
Shelby  County  Record  of  October  22,  1874,  contains  this  bit  of  local  news: 

"We  understand  that  the  surveyors  are  at  work  in  the  northern  part  of 
Shelby  and  Audubon  counties,  running  the  line  for  a  proposed  railroad.  From 
what  we  learned  in  the  matter,  this  is  probably  the  Sioux  City  &  Des  Moines 
Railroad,  being  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  Rock  Island  Company. 
The  surveyor  strikes  Casey,  and  continues  on  through  (iuthrie  and  Audubon 
counties,  to  the  Fast  Botna,  and  after  following  this  stream  some  distance, 
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strikes  one  corner  of  Shelby  county,  in  Polk  township,  and  so  on  up  to  the 
Northwestern  crossing  east  of  Denison.  Whether  this  is  the  final  survey, 
preparatory  to  the  opening  of  work  on  the  new  road,  is  a  question  of  some 
doubt.  The  impression  has  gained  ground  with  the  best  men  of  Audubon 
county,  that  it  is  simply  a  ruse  of  the  company  to  dispose  of  their  lands. 
However,  that  may  be,  it  matters  not  whether  the  road  goes  through  or  not. 
so  far  as  the  greater  portion  of  Shelby  county  is  concerned.  Those  people 
immediately  adjoining  the  line  might  be  benefited;  but  if  any  influence  were 
to  be  felt  by  Harlan,  it  would  be  one  of  indirect  damage.  Unless  Harlan 
should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  the  benefits  arising  from  being  the  main 
point  on  a  road  passing  through  this  county,  she  would  prefer  being  no 
nearer  to  a  railroad  than  she  now  is." 

During  1K81  it  was  thought  that  the  Wabash  road  would  build  a  line 
through  Harlan  and  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the  town  raised  enough 
money  to  pay  for  a  survey  for  the  proj>osed  branch.  In  1881  it  was  believed 
that  the  Rock  Island  would  extend  its  branch  from  Harlan  to  Kirkman  and 
that  the  Northwestern  would  finally  terminate  at  Kirkman. 

In  June,  188 1,  Harlan  citizens  were  active  in  trying  to  secure  a  railroad 
from  a  point  in  Mills  county  to  some  northern  point.  A  local  company  or- 
ganized at  Harlan  under  the  corporate  name  of  Silver  Creek.  Harlan  &  North- 
ern Railway  Company.  The  incorporators  were  Thomas  McDonald.  C.  J. 
Wyland,  D.  M.  Wyland,  Robert  Percival  and  J.  M.  Ix>ng.  It  was  pn>i>osed 
to  build  a  railroad  near  and  through  Silver  City  in  Mills  county  or  Minneola 
in  Pottawattamie  county  on  the  main  line  of  the  Wabash  road  in  a  north- 
easterly direction  up  the  Silver  Creek  valley  to  the  town  of  Shelby,  then 
leading  northeast  to  section  23,  running  diagonally  across  it  and  section  13, 
entering  Fairview  township  at  the  southwest  comer  of  section  7,  crossing 
the  ridge  on  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  J.  B.  ( »ibson  on  the  line  between 
Shelby  and  Fairview  townships,  then  following  Foss  creek  to  "Corlcy  Sta- 
tion," thence  to  parallel  the  Rock  Island  to  Harlan,  crossing  the  Dodge  Sur- 
vey on  the  ridge  on  Foss's  place. 

By  t88i  the  leading  railway  companies  had  begun  to  appreciate  the 
advisability  of  encouraging  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of 
Shelby  county  by  building  lines  therein.  In  that  year  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western, through  the  Iowa  Southwestern  Railway,  extended  its  line  t«»  Kirk- 
man. and  in  1809  from  Kirkman  to  Harlan.  The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  purchased  its  right  of  way  through  the  county  in  the  months  of 
May,  June  and  July,  1881,  and  did  grading  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
that  year,  finishing  its  work  of  equipping  the  road-bed  the  next  spring,  so 
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that  in  July,  1882,  the  line  was  completed  and  open  for  traffic  to  Council 
Bluffs. 

In  1894  the  Harlan,  Sioux  City  &  Northern  Railway  Company  was  in- 
corporated by  O.  P.  Wyland.  L.  C.  Lewis.  John  Coenen,  George  Paup  and 
G.  W.  Cullison.  The  purpose  of  this  corporation  was  to  secure  an  outlet  from 
Harlan  to  Sioux  City  and  Chicago  by  means  of  connection  with  some  road 
to  the  north  of  Harlan.  The  soliciting  committee  was  composed  of  George 
Eokars.  J.  T.  Jack,  VV.  L.  Baughn,  E.  M.  Hertert  and  O.  P.  Wyland. 

W  hat  is  now  known  as  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  was,  under 
the  name  of  the  Mason  City  &  Ft.  Dodge  Railroad,  constructed  and  put  in 
operation  through  Shelby  county  in  November,  IQ03.  The  last  railroad  to 
come  into  the  county  was  the  Atlantic  Northern  &  Southern,  which  was  con- 
structed and  in  oi>eratioii  in  the  latter  part  of  1908.  The  construction  of  this 
road  was  aided  by  a  tax  of  five  per  cent  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
property  in  Clay  township,  this  tax  having  l>cen  carried  on  March  12.  1907, 
by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  for  to  seventy-eight  against.  This 
line  gave  Elk  Horn  and  vicinity  railway  facilities  which  had  been  long  needed. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


TELEPHONES. 

In  the  summer  of  1881  Harlan  had  a  telephone  exchange.  Among  the 
persons  taking  telephones  were:  X.  Booth:  The  Central  House,  E.  Gish, 
proprietor:  city  hall;  City  Hotel,  D.  A.  Williams,  proprietor:  O.  H.  Cone  & 
Company;  the  Rock  Island  depot;  G.  S.  Gibbs;  Graham  &  Munger;  Chris 
Happe;  J.  \V.  Harrod,  county  treasurer;  Herald,  Hub  and  Tribune,  news- 
paper offices;  Hurless  &  Rainbow;  Kuhl,  Muckler  &  Company;  Ledwich, 
Hunt  &  Long;  J..  C.  Murray  &  Company;  J.  W.  Newby;  B.  I.  Winsey,  post- 
master; C.  C.  Redfield,  sheriff;  John  Reed  &  Company;  Stock  &  Grain  Ex- 
change; Swain's  Livery  and  Feed  Stable;  Waynick  &  Hunter;  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company;  C.  J.  Wyland  and  D.  M.  Wyland. 

The  only  persons  at  first  having  residence  telephones  were  G.  S. 
Gibbs,  C  J.  Wyland  and  D.  M.  Wyland.  In  April,  1884.  the  Harlan  Tele- 
phone Exchange  had  completed  a  line  to  Defiance  and  there  was  at  that  time 
almost  enough  funds  subscribed  to  complete  a  line  to  Earling,  which  was 
soon  done.  The  Harlan  and  Avoca  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  has 
been  established  at  Harlan  for  many  years.  M.  Fretz.is  now  and  for  many 
years  past  has  been  the  efficient  local  manager.  This  company  has  several 
hundred  subscribers  in  Harlan  and  through  the  territory  adjacent  to  Harlan. 

One  of  the  early  successful  telephone  companies  resulting  from  helpful 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  both  business  men  and  farmers,  was  the  Panama 
Telephone  Company,  of  which  such  men  as  Eugene  Sullivan,  Henry  Ark- 
feldt,  N.  J.  Roundy  and  others  were  promoters. 

There  is  also  an  independent  telephone  comi>any  at  Shelby,  which  sup- 
plies the  territory  adjacent  to  that  town.  There  are  mutual  telephone  com- 
panies at  Panama  and  Portsmouth.  There  is  also  a  Lincoln  Township  Farm- 
ers' Mutual.  There  is  a  highly  successful  mutual  telephone  company  operat- 
ing at  Elk  Horn  and  also  at  Marne.  Cass  county,  which  has  several  hundred 
subscribers.    An  independent  company  at  Manning  also  reaches  into  the 
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northeast  part  of  Shelby  county.  Independent  companies  reach  Shelby 
county  patrons  in  the  vicinity  of  Manning,  Walnut  and  Punlap. 

The  Farmers'  Mutual  Telephone  Company  of  Shelby  County  was  in- 
corporated in  1903,  with  its  principal  office  at  Kirkman.  Iowa.  The  first 
directors  were  Thomas  Kilcoin.  Andrew  Rasch  and  Ole  Johnson,  and  the 
first  officers  were:  President,  Rasmus  Anderson;  vice-president,  F.  F.  Fal- 
tonson;  secretary,  Julius  Schmid,  and  treasurer,  Frank  DeKoltz.  Andrew 
Rasch  is  now  president  and  George  \V.  Cox,  secretary. 

The  company  was  incorporated  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  divided 
into  shares  of  thirty  dollars  each,  but  later  they  were  raised  to  forty  dollars 
each.  The  company  maintains  telephone  exchanges  at  Harlan.  Irwin  and 
Jacksonville.  Iowa.  It  is  affiliated  with  the  Lincoln  Township  Farmers'  Mu- 
tual Telephone  Company,  the  Earling  Telephone  Company,  Portsmouth  Mu- 
tual Telephone  Company,  Defiance  and  Manilla  Telephone  Companies,  also 
with  the  Klk  Horn  &  Marne  Mutual  Telephone  Company. 

This  company  has  arrangements  whereby  its  subscribers  and  those  rent- 
ing telephones  from  it  have  connections  with  companies  operating  at  Flk 
Horn.  Lincoln  township,  Portsmouth.  Earling,  Defiance,  and  Manilla,  Craw- 
ford county.  The  first  telegraph  lines  came  with  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad  lines. 

MILLS. 

In  1858,  and  probably  f<«r  some  time  prior  thereto.  William  Garner  was 
operating  a  mill  three  miles  from  Council  Bluffs.  As  indicating  the  amount 
of  business  done  by  this  mill,  the  Council  Bluffs  \ronf>arcil  of  October  2, 
1858,.  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  this  mill  had  up  to  Octo!>er  and 
since  January.  1858.  ground  more  than  thirty-five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat, 
an  average  of  one  thousand  bushels  per  week,  and  that  in  addition  to  this  it 
had  ground  many  thousand  bushels  of  corn  and  much  buckwheat. 

The  earliest  grist  mill  in  Shelby  county  was  that  erected  by  J.  W.  Chat- 
born  on  the  "Botna  river  at  Harlan.  Iowa,  in  1807.  Mr.  Chatburn  had  l>etore 
this  time  constructed  a  mill  in  Harrison  county.  Later  he  and  his  son.  T.  \V. 
Chatburn,  in  the  late  seventies,  had  a  mill  at  Shelby.  Iowa.  Mr.  Chatburn 
constructed  a  dam  of  logs  and  brush  which  was  more  or  less  frequently  washed 
out  by  the  heavy  floods  incident  to  the  Botna  valleys.  The  water  power  for 
this  pioneer  mill  was  permanently  destroyed  by  the  public  drainage  ditch 
recently  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  Botna  valley  and  of 
straightening  the  Nishnabotna  river.  Mr.  Chatburn  a  short  time  prior  to 
January  12.  1876.  had  spent  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  installing  new 
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and  improved  machinery  in  this  mill.  Mr.  Chatburn  was  one  of  the  forceful 
and  high-minded  pioneers  of  Shelby  county.  The  building  of  his  mill  saved 
many  a  pioneer  a  hard,  trying  trip  elsewhere  for  flour  and  meal. 

In  1880  Tibbott  &  Son  had  a  mill  on  the  'Botna  river  at  Tibbottsville.  a 
village  which  subsequently  came  to  be  known  as  Irwin. 

In  1883  there  appears  to  have  been  a  mill  at  Panama,  Iowa,  under  the 
proprietorship  of  W.  R.  Townsend. 

A  steam  grist  mill  was  operated  in  Harlan  by  Isaac  Plum  for  some  years. 
In  1886  the  machinery  had  been  sent  to  Des  Moines  for  repair. 

A  very  early  mill  to  which  Shelby  county  pioneers  journeyed  to  have 
their  grists  ground  was  Cutsinger's  mill,  which  was  in  operation  two  or  three 
miles  below  Avoca,  on  the  'Botna  river. 

At  present  the  only  grist-mill,  operated  by  steam  or  otherwise,  is  that 
of  Rasmussen  &  Son  at  Harlan.  This  firm  has  conducted  its  business  suc- 
cessfully, and  has  marketed  many  carloads  of  flour  in  various  parts  of  Iowa, 
in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  and  elsewhere.  The  Rasmussens  have  been  enter- 
prising citizens  of  the  community,  and  they  have  done  much  to  encourage 
Shelby  county  farmers  to  grow  winter  wheat. 

SOME  MARKET  PRICES. 

Market  prices  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  November  16,  1861,  were  as  fol- 
lows: Wheat,  40  and  45  cents  per  bushel;  corn,  15  and  20  cents;  oats,  25 
cents;  beef,  $2.50  and  $3  per  hundred  weight;  pork,  $3  and  $3.50;  potatoes, 
20  cents  per  bushel;  beans,  $1  and  $1.25  per  bushel;  onions,  50  cents  per 
bushel;  candles  (winter  mould),  tallow,  15  and  18  cents:  wood,  per  cord, 
cottonwood,  $2  to  $2.50;  oak,  $3  to  $3.50. 

HARLAN  MARKETS. 

February  6,  1873:  Wheat,  per  bushel.  95  cents  to  $1.08:  corn,  in  the 
ear,  15  cents;  oats,  12!/  to  t6  cents;  potatoes,  25  cents;  white  beans,  $1.00; 
flour,  per  hundred  weight,  S3. 50:  buckwheat,  per  hundred  weight,  $3.50: 
bran,  40  cents;  corn  meal,  St  ;  butter,  per  pound,  12V2  to  18  cents;  cheese, 
25  cents,  hams,  12'  ..  cents:  shoulders,  10  cents:  bacon.  8  cents;  lard.  7  cents: 
pickled  pork.  8  cents;  salt,  per  barrel.  S3. 75:  hides,  green,  6  cents;  hides, 
dry  flint.  1 2  cents :  e^'s.  per  dozen.  6  cents :  chickens.  $2  to  $2.25. 

December  10.  1874:  Wheat,  57  cents;  ear  corn,  45  cents;  oats,  35 
cents:  potatoes.  35  and  50  cents;  butter,  25  cents;  eggs.  25  cents;  granulated 
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sugar,  seven  pounds  for  $i ;  brown  sugar,  nine  pounds  for  $i ;  kerosene,  30 
cents  a  gallon;  apples,  $4.50  per  barrel;  onions,  $1  per  bushel;  chickens, 
dressed,  6  and  7  cents  per  pound ;  turkeys,  dressed,  9  cents  per  pound. 

December  30,  1875:  Wheat,  40  to  65  cents;  corn,  20  cents;  oats,  20 
cents;  barley,  35  to  75  cents;  butter,  good,  15  to  25  cents;  eggs,  15  cents; 
hogs,  $6. 

By  comparison,  it  is  interesting  to  note  Avoca  prices:  Wheat,  55  to 
75  cents;  corn,  20  cents;  oats,  20  cents;  barley  (new),  30  to  45  cents;  eggs, 
15  cents;  butter,  20  cents;  hogs,  $6.50;  cattle,  $2.50  to  $4;  potatoes,  15  to  20 
cents. 

January  26,  1876:  Wheat,  45  and  65  cents;  ear  corn,  15  and  20  cents; 
oats,  15  and  20  cents;  potatoes,  15  and  20  cents;  butter,  6  and  i2l/2  cents; 
eggs,  12^  cents  per  dozen;  onions,  50  cents  per  bushel;  hickory  wood,  $4  a 
cord;  oak  wood,  $3  a  cord;  maple  wood,  $3  a  cord;  elm  and  bass  wood 
(linn),  $2.75  a  cord. 

September  19,  1878:  Wheat,  70  cents;  potatoes,  25  cents;  oats,  13 
cents;  shelled  corn,  15  cents;  butter  6  cents;  lard,  5  cents;  eggs,  per  dozen,  4 
cents;  wood,  per  cord,  $4,50;  hay,  $2.50. 

September  1,  1880:  Hogs,  $4  to  $4. 1 5 ;  barley,  35  to  50  cents;  wheat, 
65  cents;  com,  22  cents;  oats,  18  cents;  rye,  50  cents. 

Remembering  that  Kanesville,  or  Council  Bluffs,  furnished  the  first  very 
early  markets  for  the  pioneers  of  Shelbv  countv,  it  is  worth  while  to  notice 
market  prices  at  Council  Bluffs  in  1858,  as  given  by  the  Nonpareil  :  Wheat, 
75  cents ;  corn,  40  to  50  cents ;  oats.  50  cents ;  buckwheat,  $1  per  bushel ;  beef, 
7  to  10  cents  per  pound;  pork,  ;r  to  12^$  cents  per  pound;  butter,  15  to 
20  cents;  potatoes,  40  to  50  cents;  onions,  $3.50;  parsnips,  50  cents  per 
bushel;  beets,  75  cents;  turnips,  75  cents;  hay,  $3  to  $4;  fire  wood,  cotton- 
wood,  $3.50  to  $4;  oak.  S4  to  $4.50;  lumber,  cottonwood.  $25  to  $35  per 
million;  clear  pine,  $75  per  million. 

At  the  same  point,  under  date  of  March  28,  1863,  according  to  the  same 
authority,  the  markets  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  50  cents;  corn,  15  to  20 
cents,  oats,  25  cents;  potatoes,  40  cents;  butter,  15  to  20  cents;  eggs,  12  cents 
a  dozen;  sugar,  16  to  25  cents  per  pound;  coffee,  36  to  40  cents;  sorghum, 
40  to  50  cents  per  gallon;  pork,  $2  to  $2.50  per  hundred  weight:  beef,  3  to  10 
cents  per  pound ;  onions,  $1  j>er  bushel ;  whiskey,  75  cents  to  $1.25  per  gallon  ; 
luml)er.  cottonwood.  $12  to  $15;  pine,  $65;  wood,  $2  to  $2.50;  tallow 
candles.  18  cents  per  pound. 

On  March  13,  1873,  the  agricultural  products  brought  the  following 
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prices  at  Harlan:  Wheat,  per  bushel,  95  cents  to  $1;  corn,  in  the  ear,  15 
cents;  oats,  12^  to  15  cents;  potatoes,  25  cents. 

At  Harlan  on  November  5,  1874,  about  five  years  before  Harlan  had  a 
railroad,  the  following  prices  for  commodities  were  offered:  Wheat,  55 
cents;  corn,  in  the  ear,  75  pounds  for  35  cents;  oats,  35  cents;  potatoes,  35  to 
50  cents;  butter,  23  cents;  eggs,  18  cents. 

On  January  18,  1877,  tne  Harlan  markets  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  90 
to  98  cents;  flour,  per  hundred,  $2.75  to  $4;  corn,  in  ear,  18  to  20  cents;  oats, 
20  cents;  butter,  16  cents;  eggs,  15  cents. 

The  Harlan  markets  on  March  6,  1879,  were  as  follows:  Flour,  per 
hundred,  $-2.30;  wheat,  per  bushel,  45  to  68  cents;  potatoes,  per  bushel,  20  to 
30  cents;  oats,  per  bushel,  i2'/2  cents;  corn,  shelled,  19  cents;  butter,  per 
pound,  I2y>  cents;  lard,  per  pound,  5  cents;  hay,  per  ton,  $3;  wood,  per 
cord,  $4  50;  eggs,  per  dozen,  8  cents;  Des  Moines  coal,  $4.50;  Oskaloosa  coal, 
$4.50;  coal,  hard,  per  ton,  $11.50. 

The  Harlan  markets  of  February  20,  1879,  were  as  follows  (quotations 
furnished  by  T.  D.  Pratt)  :  Hogs,  $6  to  $6.30  per  hundred  weight;  cattle, 
$5  to  $6  per  hundred  weight.  Grain  market  (Quotations  furnished  by  J.  S. 
Murray  &  Company)  :  Wheat,  No.  2,  80  to  85  cents;  No.  3,  65  to  70  cents; 
rejected,  65  to  70  cents;  corn,  35  to  40  cents;  oats,  25  cents;  barley,  30  cents; 
rye,  45  cents ;  flaxseed,  90  cents ;  potatoes,  40  cents ;  butter,  20  cents ;  eggs,  20 
cents;  apples,  $1.20;  onions,  55  cents;  sweet  potatoes,  $2. 

The  Harlan  grain  markets  on  November  27,  1879,  were  as  follows: 
Wheat,  from  95  to  99  cents  per  bushel ;  corn,  23  cents,  and  oats,  20  cents. 

On  September  1.  1880,  the  products  below  named  were  being  bought  in 
Harlan  for  the  prices  stated :  Hogs,  $4  to  $4.25  per  hundred  weight;  barley, 
35  to  55  cents;  wheat,  71  cents:  com.  23'/,  cents;  oats,  18  cents. 

On  June  9,  1881.  prices  at  Harlan  were  as  follows:  Hogs,  $4.50  to  $5; 
cattle,  $4  to  $4.75.  Grain  market  (Quotations  for  grain  furnished  by  J.  S. 
Murray  &  Company)  :  Wheat,  No.  2.  86  cents:  corn,  15  to  25  cents;  oats, 
27  cents ;  barley.  75  cents  ;  rye,  75  cents ;  flaxseed,  90  cents. 

The  Harlan  markets  of  November  17.  1881.  were  as  follows  (Quota- 
tions furnished  by  T.  D.  Pratt)  :  Hogs,  $4.50  to  $4.75  per  hundred  weight; 
cattle.  $3  to  $4  i>er  hundred  weight.  (  Quotations  for  grain  furnished  by  J. 
S.  Murray  &  Company)  :  Wheat.  No.  2.  $r  per  bushel;  corn.  old.  No.  2,  40 
cents;  new,  35  cents;  oats,  28  cents;  rye.  80  cents:  flaxseed.  $1.05. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


BANKS  AND  BANKING. 

The  Shelby  County  Record  of  September  24,  1874,  expressed  the  local 
need  of  a  bank  in  these  words,  which  seem  strange  indeed  today,  in  the  light 
of  the  great  number  of  banks  now  established  in  this  great  productive  and 
wealthy  county:  "One  of  the  urgent  needs  of  Shelby  county  is  a  bank  where 
our  farmers  can  make  deposits,  loans  and  transact  other  necessary  business. 
Besides  being  a  great  accommodation,  it  would  retain  the  heavy  interests  in 
our  midst,  and  not,  as  now,  go  to  erect  magnificent  buildings  in  other  towns 
without  the  county.'' 

In  the  early  days,  of  course,  money  was  scarce  and  men  frequently  made 
exchanges  of  property  instead  of  selling  for  money.  One  man  having  a  colt, 
for  instance,  would  trade  or  "swap"'  his  colt  for  calves  or  pigs  or  grain. 
Sometimes  a  pioneer,  needing  corn,  would  procure  what  he  needed  by  an 
agreement  to  repay  in  kind  in  the  fall,  and  in  like  manner  small  grain  was 
also  procured.  To  a  much  greater  extent  than  now,  the  products  of  the  farm 
were  relied  upon  with  which  to  secure  groceries  and  other  provisions.  The 
day  of  the  creamery  and  of  the  poultry  houses  had  not  arrived  and  the 
stores  took  in  great  quantities  of  live  poultry,  in  addition  to  butter  and  eggs. 
This  system  of  exchange  or  barter  made  it  frequently  difficult  for  a  man 
having  something  to  trade  to  learn  of  another  man  who  desired  that  thing 
and  who,  in  turn,  had  something  which  he  could  or  would  trade  for  it.  Of 
course,  there  were  men  who  had  some  money  to  loan,  and  here  again  it  fre- 
quently required  much  inquiry  for  a  man  to  learn  where  money  could  be 
borrowed.  In  the  early  days,  too,  the  man  having  money  to  loan  frequently 
took  an  unconscionable  advantage  of  the  lxirrower.  who  often  had  to  pay 
two  per  cent,  a  month  for  the  loan  of  money,  and  it  is  said  that  unfortunate 
borrowers  were  obliged  in  many  cases  to  pay  even  more  than  that. 

This  condition  of  affairs,  as  the  country  settled,  needed  a  remedy  where- 
by men  could  establish  a  local  credit  in  the  community  and  could  borrow 
funds  with  which  to  make  improvements  and  to  equip  their  farms  with 
machinery  and  live  stock  and  where  they  might  safely  deposit  their  surplus 
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funds,  subject  to  the  convenient  method  of  paying  their  debts  by  check.  This 
author  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  function  of  the  bank  in  a  community  is 
frequently  underestimated  in  its  importance,  and  that  the  far-sighted,  con- 
servative banker  is  often  denied  the  appreciation  to  which  his  services 
entitle  him.  Banks,  by  extending  deserved  credit  to  honest,  capable  men, 
have  enabled  them  at  critical  times  to  save  their  property,  as  well  as  to  mar- 
ket it  to  the  best  advantage,  and  on  the  other  hand  they  have  prevented  many 
a  man  of  good  intention,  but  of  unsound  judgment,  from  embarking  upon  a 
venture  that  could  but  land  in  the  port  of  failure. 

The  first  bank  of  Shelby  county  was  established  in  1876  by  the  brothers, 
C.  J.  Wyland  and  D.  M.  Wyland.  For  many  years  before  that  time  they 
had  been  the  most  prominent  real  estate  firm  in  Shelby  county,  through  which 
probably  more  than  half  the  farmers  of  the  county  had  bought  their  real 
estate,  paying  for  most  of  their  lands  ten  dollars  an  acre  or  less.  They  first 
put  in  a  fire-proof  safe  and  a  so-called  burglar-proof  cash  box,  which,  how- 
ever, was  only  a  small  iron  box  set  in  the  woodwork  inside  the  safe.  Money, 
when  received  at  first,  was  put  in  an  envelope  marked  in  the  owner's  name, 
but  no  account  of  it  was  kept  on  any  books.  When  a  person  came  to  get  any 
money  his  envelope  would  be  handed  to  him  and  he  would  help  himself. 
Thus  this  primitive  banking  business  went  on  until  1876,  when  the  proprietors 
notified  their  special  depositors  and  others  that  they  would  thereafter  receive 
deposits  subject  to  check,  buy  and  sell  exchange,  and  do  a  general  banking 
business.  Thus  was  the  Harlan  Bank  established.  This  bank  failed  in  1896, 
but  its  receiver  ultimately  paid  the  depositors  an  eighty  per  cent,  dividend. 
This  was  the  only  bank  failure  the  county  has  ever  had,  and  that  was  not  due 
to  criminal  handling  of  funds  by  its  proprietors. 

The  next  banks  to  be  established  were  the  Shelby  County  Bank,  now 
known  as  the  Shelby  County  State  Bank,  and  the  Bank  of  Shelby,  which  is 
now  owned  by  M.  E.  Clapp.  a  son  of  E.  C.  Clapp,  pioneer  merchant  and 
banker  of  Shelby  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer  citizens  of  Shelby 
township.  It  is  likely  that  the  Shelby  County  Bank  was  established  first,  with 
the  Bank  of  Shelby  very  shortly  follow  ing,  both  in  1880. 

A  bank  in  Harlan  called  The  People's  Bank,  sometimes  known  as 
Kridler's  Bank,  was  established  in  Harlan  about  the  same  time  as  the  Shelby 
County  Bank.  The  persons  interested  in  the  bank  appear  to  have  been  Daniel 
Kingery.  John  Kridler  and  VV.  H.  Kridler,  who  was  cashier  and  who  had  for- 
merly been  connected  with  the  Bank  of  Dallas  Center.  Iowa.  In  1883  the 
Shelby  County  Bank  bought  the  People's  Bank. 
(20)' 
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The  following  banks  were  established  at  the  dates  below  specified: 
Bank  of  Defiance.  1882;  Bank  of  Irwin.  1884;  State  Bank  of  Ports- 
mouth. 1884;  German  Savings  Bank  of  Earling,  1890;  Harlan  Bank  of 
George  Walters,  established  1897;  Panama  Savings  Bank,  1897;  the  pioneer 
banker  at  Panama  was  George  W  alters,  who  owned  a  private  bank  that 
antedated  the  Panama  Savings  Bank  lor  some  years;  the  Elk  Horn  Bank, 
1902;  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Savings  Bank.  Harlan,  1904;  Tennant  Sav- 
ings Bank.  1905;  Farmers'  Savings  Bank.  Shelby  1909;  Farmers'  Savings 
Bank.  Irwin.  191 1  ;  Kirkman  Savings  Bank,  1912  (this  bank  was  preceded  by 
a  private  bank  established  in  Kirkman  by  Frank  DeKoltz)  ;  Harlan  National 
Bank,  191 3  (this  was  the  successor  of  the  Harlan  Bank  of  George  Walters, 
established  1897)  ;  Farmers'  Bank,  Elk  Horn,  1913. 

SHELBY  COUNTY  STATE  BANK. 

This  bank  was  organized  as  a  state  bark  on  December  t,  1880,  by  B.  L. 
Harding.  Henry  Stivers  and  W.  \V.  Wick,  of  Clark  county.  Iowa,  and  W. 
D.  Hazen,  Alden  K.  Riley.  James  McConnell,  Merrills  Barton  and  John 
Coenen,  of  Harlan,  under  the  name  of  the  Shelby  County  Bank,  with  a  paid- 
up  capital  of  $50,000.  Its  first  officers  were  B.  L.  Harding,  president;  John 
Coenen,  vice-president,  and  W.  I).  Ilazen,  cashier.  In  1S81  Mr.  Hazen  be- 
came president  and  G.  VV.  Fro*t,  cashier.  In  1883  M  K.  Campbell  became 
cashier.  H.  B.  Kees  was  chosen  vice-president  in  1883  and  has  continued  as 
one  of  the  vice-presidents  until  the  present  time,  a  period  of  thirty-one  years. 
In  1887  W.  W.  Wheeler  succeeded  Mr.  Hazen  as  president.  The  fine  three- 
story  brick  building  now  occupied  by  the  bank  was  erected  in  1892  under  the 
sujK'rvision  of  a  committee  c«<nij>»sed  of  W.  W.  W  heeler  and  E.  M.  Hertert. 
In  1898  the  name  of  the  l>ank  \,  s  changed  to  the  Shelby  County  State  Bank, 
in  conformity  with  the  law.  F.  W.  Davis  became  president  of  the  institution 
in  1899  and  served  until  h\<  death,  in  1903.  whereupon  M.  K.  Campbell  suc- 
ceeded to  the  presidency.  Mr  Camplndl  had  al^>  served  as  president  im- 
mediately preceding  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Davis.  F.  F.  Wunder  began  his 
connection  with  the  bank  in  September.  [899,  became  assistant  cashier  Octo- 
ber 1,  1903.  and  has  been  associated  with  the  bank  continuously  to  date,  hav- 
ing been  chosen  to  the  position  of  ca-hier  in  1906,  which  position  he  now 
retains.  In  August,  1905,  G.  H.  Messenger  and  George  B.  Frazier  became 
president  and  vice-president,  respectively.  In  [906  the  Shelby  County  State 
Bank  and  the  hirst  National  Bank  were  consolidated  under  the  name  of  the 
Shelby  County  State  Bank,  the  capital  at  that  time  being  increased  to  $100,- 
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000,  with  the  following  staff  of  officers:  L.  F.  Totter,  president;  H.  B. 
Kees,  T.  N.  Franklin,  W.  H.  Freeman,  vice-presidents;  F.  F.  Wunder, 
cashier;  M.  L  Westergaard,  assistant  cashier.  This  consolidation  brought 
back  to  the  Shelby  County  State  Bank  T.  N.  Franklin,  who  had  begun  his 
connection  with  this  bank  in  1890,  and  who  had  been  with  it  until  1899. 
when  he  became  the  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank,  then  organized  by 
L  F.  Potter,  W.  H.  Freeman  and  others. 

In  1907  YV.  E.  Cooper,  pioneer  school  teacher  of  Shelby  county  and  for 
two  terms  clerk  of  the  district  court,  was  chosen  to  take  charge  of  the  farm 
loan  department  of  the  bank.  In  May,  191 1,  H.  P.  Dowling  succeeded  to 
the  control  of  the  bank  and  became  president.  The  Shelby  County  State 
Bank,  in  point  of  assets,  is  the  largest  bank  in  the  county,  with  total  assets 
of  $900,000.  In  191 3  the  deposits  of  this  bank  had  reached  a  total  of 
$780,144.81. 

THE  FARMERS  AND  MERCHANTS  SAVINGS  BANK  OF  HARLAN. 

This  bank  was  organized  May  10,  1904.  under  the  name  of  the  Security 
Bank  of  Harlan.  Its  officers  under  the  first  organization  were  E.  C.  Clapp, 
the  veteran  business  man  and  banker  of  Shelby,  president;  A.  C.  Clapp,  his 
son,  vice-president,  and  R.  D.  Prouty,  cashier.  E.  C.  Clapp  organized  the 
bank  first  as  a  private  venture  for  the  purpose  of  testing  out  the  field  for  an 
incorporated  institution  later,  since  the  town  already,  at  that  time,  had  three 
banks.  An  incorporated  institution  accordingly  was  established  September  1, 
1905,  under  the  name  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Savings  Bank,  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000.  The  original  stockholders  were  E.  C.  Clapp,  A.  C.  Clapp, 
N.  W.  Macy.  Edmund  Lockwood.  E.  M.  Ilertert.  R.  D.  Prouty  and  William 
Hayes.  The  original  officers  were  E.  C.  Clapp.  president;  E.  M.  Hertert. 
A.  C.  Clapp.  vice-presidents ;  R.  D.  Prouty,  cashier.  The  foregoing  officers, 
with  Mr.  Lockwood.  formed  the  board  of  directors.  In  1913  the  bank's 
deposits  had  reached  a  total  of  $515,000. 

The  first  home  of  this  bank  was  in  a  brick  building  abutting  upon  the 
alley  on  the  east  side  of  the  square.  The  present  new  building,  which  is  one 
of  the  handsome  buildings  of  Harlan,  was  completed  and  the  occupancy  of  it 
begun  in  February,  191 2.  The  old  brick  building  was  moved.  This  was 
probably  the  first  time  that  a  brick  building  was  moved  bodily  in  Harlan. 
For  the  purpose  of  securing  a  satisf acton-  model  for  his  Harlan  building, 
E.  C.  Clapp  visited  Battle  Creek  and  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  to  inspect  model 
buildings  there.    The  front  of  the  new  building  is  of  solid  marble  and  the 
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rear  walls  of  pressed  brick.  The  interior  banking  room  reaches  through  the 
entire  elevation  of  the  building,  two  stories  in  height.  The  building  complete 
cost  somewhat  more  than  $20,000. 

Upon  the  death  of  E.  C.  Clapp,  A.  C.  Clapp  became  president,  E.  M. 
Hertert  continued  as  vice-president,  and  R.  D.  Prouty,  cashier.  Gottlieb 
Walter  was  made  assistant  cashier,  and  A.  W.  Dales  and  Hans  Broderson 
were  added  to  the  board  of  directors.  Carl  Hansen  is  employed  as  book- 
keeper. 

THE  HARLAN   NATIONAL  B\NK. 

On  April  1,  191 3,  the  Harlan  Bank,  which  was  established  in  1876  by 
C.  J.  and  D.  M.  Wyland  and  later  owned  and  developed  by  George  Walters, 
was  reorganized  as  the  Harlan  National  Bank.  The  officers  of  this  bank  ar« 
J.  E.  Davis,  president;  Dr.  James  Bisgard,  vice-president;  Harry  E.  Lewis, 
cashier ;  D.  L.  Shaw,  assistant  cashier. 

This  is  the  only  national  bank  in  Shelby  county.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  new  banking  and  currency  bill  of  the  United  States,  enacted  into  law- 
December  22,  1 91 3.  this  bank  is  a  member  of  the  federal  reserve  system  of 
regional  banks,  to  which  system  every  national  bank  of  the  United  States 
belongs. 

THE  BANK  OF  SHELBY. 

The  Bank  of  Shelby  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1880  as  a  private  bank 
by  Caughran  &  Davis.  It  has  had  a  continuous  existence  to  date.  Caughran 
&  Davis  sold  the  bank  to  J.  W.  Davis  &  Company,  of  Avoca.  after  they  had 
conducted  it  for  a  time.  In  1887  J.  \V.  Davis  &  Company  disposed  of  the 
bank  to  E.  C.  Clapp,  who  had  come  to  Shelby  in  the  seventies,  where  he  had 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  for  a  number  of  years,  and  had 
also  established  the  Citizens'  Bank,  a  private  bank  which  he  consolidated 
with  the  Bank  of  Shelby  upon  his  purchase  of  the  latter  institution.  Mr. 
Clapp.  assisted  by  his  sons,  M.  E.  Clapp  and  A.  C.  Clapp,  conducted  the  bank 
for  many  years,  and  the  institution  is  now  managed  and  owned  by  his  son. 
M.  E.  Clapp.  From  1895  to  1897  the  bank  was  owned  by  M.  C.  Furst,  of 
Adair.  M.  E.  Clapp  came  into  the  management  of  this  institution  in  1902 
and  is  the  present  owner  thereof.  G.  II.  Rink,  now  a  resident  of  Fergus 
Falls,  Minnesota,  was  cashier  of  the  Shelby  Bank  from  1887  to  1910.  a  period 
of  twenty-three  years'  faithful  service.  The  bank  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  September,  iqio,  following  which  a  splendid  new  building  was  erected 
of  cream-colored  pressed  brick.  The  inner  walls  are  wainscotted  with  marble 
and  finished  in  mahogany,  with  a  beautiful  beamed  ceiling.    The  building 
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has  tiled  floors  and  is  supplied  with  double  vaults,  in  one  of  which  is  a  series 
of  safety  deposit  boxes  for  the  use  of  customers. 

The  Bank  of  Shelby  is  now  in  process  of  being  incorporated  as  a  state 
savings  bank  under  the  name  of  Shelby  County  Savings  Bank,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  M.  E.  Clapp,  president ;  Arthur  Pryor,  vice-president ; 
Tewes  Rohlfs,  cashier.  The  persons  above  named,  together  with  J.  B.  Reams 
and  F.  C.  Eggers  will  constitute  the  board  of  directors. 

THE  FARMERS'  SAVINGS  BANK  OF  SHELBY. 

This  bank  dates  its  organization  from  August,  1909.  Much  of  the 
work  of  soliciting  sales  of  stock  was  done  by  Burton  Laird,  who  subse- 
quently became  its  cashier,  and  who  has  recently  sold  his  holdings  to  R.  M. 
Pomeroy.  The  bank  is  owned  by  twenty-three  business  men  and  farmers 
of  large  means.  The  bank  has  a  capital  of  $15,000,  not  including  undivided 
surplus  set  aside.  The  original  officers  of  the  bank- were  T.  G.  Turner,  presi- 
dent; W.  F.  Bohlander,  vice-president;  Burton  Laird,  cashier;  J.  W.  Cook, 
assistant  cashier.  Mr.  Turner  is  also  president  of  the  City  National  Bank  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  The  first  board  of  directors  were  T.  G.  Turner,  W.  F. 
Bohlander,  Burton  Laird,  John  Paul,  F.  M.  Kern  and  Herman  Wunder. 
The  assets  of  the  bank  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  $100,000. 

R.  M.  Pomeroy  has  lately  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Farm- 
ers' Savings  Bank,  the  present  officers  of  which  are:  T.  J.  Turner,  presi- 
dent; William  Bohlander,  vice-president;  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  cashier;  Ted  Cook, 
assistant  cashier.  Frank  Kern,  Fred  Rohrs,  John  Paul,  William  Bohlander, 
Herman  Wunder  and  R.  M.  Pomeroy  constitute  the  present  board  of  directors 
of  this  bank 

BANK  OF  DEFIANCE. 

One  ot  the  earliest  banks  of  Shelby  county  was  the  Citizens'  Bank,  es- 
tablished in  1882  at  Defiance  by  Mr.  Humphrey.  A  year  later  the  ownership 
of  the  bank  passed  to  Smith  &  Roseberry,  who  owned  it  until  1889.  In  1887 
Messrs.  Riley  and  J.  W.  Riley  established  the  Bank  of  Defiance.  In  1.889 
they  bought  the  Citizens'  Bank,  which  they  consolidated  with  their  own.  In 
1892  B.  F.  Freeman  started  the  Security  Bank  and  in  1893  he  bought  the 
Bank  of  Defiance,  which  he  consolidated  with  his  own  under  the  name  of  the 
Security  Bank  of  Defiance,  since  which  time  Defiance  has  had  but  one  bank. 
In  1900  B.  F.  Freeman  sold  the  Security  Rank  to  L.  F.  Potter  and  W.  H. 
Freeman,  who  had  re-adopted  the  old  name,  The  Bank  of  Defiance,  for  the 
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new  institution.  The  present  officers  are :  L.  F.  Potter,  president ;  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Freeman,  vice-president ;  R.  G.  Penniston,  cashier. 

Much  of  the  success  of  this  bank  is  due  to  the  able  and  faithful  service 
of  R.  G.  Penniston,  present  cashier,  a  young  man  who  grew  up  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Defiance  and  who  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  a  fine  reputation 
for  honesty  and  good  judgment.  He  has  been  ably  assisted  by  his  brother, 
E.  L.  Penniston. 

THE  BANK  OP  IRWIN. 

The  Bank  of  Irwin  was  established  in  1884  by  Henry  Utnphrey  as  a 
private  bank.  After  conducting  it  for  several  years,  he  sold  it  to  G.  W. 
Humphrey  and  F.  A.  Bennett,  of  Manning,  who  continued  it  until  1891,  when 
they  sold  it  to  G.  E.  McMullen  and  J.  T.  Jack,  since  which  time  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullen  has  had  charge  of  the  bank  over  a  total  period  of  twenty-three  years. 
In  1903  he  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Jack  and  has  been  sole  owner  of  the 
bank  for  the  last  eleven  years.  In  1907  Mr.  McMullen  erected  a  substantial 
and  nicely  finished  building  in  which  to  carry  on  his  business.  Mr.  McMullen, 
of  this  bank,  and  T.  N.  Franklin,  of  the  Shelby  County  State  Bank,  are  un- 
doubtedly the  two  bankers  who  have  been  longest  in  continuous  banking 
experience  in  Shelby  county.  In  point  of  continuous  service  for  the  same 
bank,  Mr.  McMullen  is  first. 

THE  FARMERS  SAVINGS  BANK  OF  IRWIN. 

This  bank  was  organized  and  Opened  for  business  in  the  fall  of  191 1. 
Its  primary  organizer  was  J.  L.  Reynolds.  A  large  number  of  enterprising 
and  well-to-do  farmers  have  associated  themselves  to  conduct  this  bank. 
The  bank  was  organized  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $15,000.  Its  first  officers 
were  Jasper  Groat,  president;  T.  G.  Turner,  vice-president;  J.  L.  Reynolds, 
cashier.  These  officers,  together  with  K.  K.  Shannon  and  Philip  Armen- 
trout,  formed  the  first  board  of  directors. 

THE  GERMAN  SAVINGS  BANK  OF  EAR  LING. 

The  first  bank  of  Fading  was  established  in  1890  by  J.  F.  Iluntoon  and 
known  at  that  time  as  the  Bank  of  Earling.  This  bank  was  incorporated  in 
1892  ntuler  the  name  of  the  German  Savings  Bank  of  Earling.  The  original 
stockholders  were  P.  J.  Korth.  J.  F.  Huntoon,  J.  H.  Kuhl,  J.  C.  Heese. 
August  Schnuettgen,  Fred  Scheel  and  YVcnzel  Halm.    The  first  officers  were 
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J.  F.  Huntoon,  president;  J.  H.  Kuhl,  vice-president;  P.  J.  Korth,  cashier. 
The  present  officers  of  the  bank  are  P.  J.  Korth,  president ;  J.  C.  Heese,  vice- 
president;  N.  V.  Kuhl.  cashier.  Mr.  Kuhl  has  the  bank  in  charge.  He  is  a 
son  of  J.  H.  Kuhl,  one  of  the  original  stockholders,  a  well-known  pioneer  of 
Shelby  county,  and  former  county  treasurer. 

STATE  BANK  OF  SHELBY. 

The  State  Bank  of  Shelby  was  organized  in  1893,  by  the  following 
persons:  Dr.  N.  Jasper  Jones,  Peter  Egan,  Jr.,  J.  W.  Davis,  J.  W.  Cooper, 
N.  Hodgson  and  Henry  Nieman.   The  capital  stock  of  the  bank  was  $25,000. 

KIRKMAN  SAVINGS  BANK. 

When  Frank  DeKoltz  ceased  to  operate  his  private  bank  at  Kirkman. 
the  Kirkman  Savings  Bank  was  organized  under  state  banking  laws,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1912,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $10,000,  and  with  the  following  offi- 
cers :  H.  P.  Dowling,  president ;  W.  E.  Cooper,  vice-president ;  H.  O.  Lout- 
zenhiser,  cashier ;  and  with  a  board  of  directors  of  the  foregoing  officers,  to- 
gether with  F.  F.  Wunder,  M.  Dowling  and  Thomas  N.  Franklin.  The  bank 
is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Loutzenhiser,  who  has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance 
in  Kirkman  and  vicinity,  which  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  successful  build- 
ing up  of  this  new  bank. 

THE  ELK  HORN  BANK. 

The  first  bank  in  this  enterprising  town  was  established  in  December, 
1902,  by  John  Peterson  and  S.  C.  Pedersen  as  a  private  bank,  and  continued 
as  such  under  their  ownership  and  management  until  191 3,  when  Hans 
Carstensen  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  This  bank  is  conducted  in  a  good 
brick  building,  has  gross  assets  of  more  than  $200,000  and  has  been  of  great 
service  to  the  local  community  in  which  it  is  established.  In  1903  many  of 
its  depositors  lost  all  of  their  crops  by  a  severe  hail  storm  which  came  at 
harvest  time.  In  1907  the  panic  came,  as  well  as  the  building  of  the  Atlantic 
Northern  &  Southern  Railroad,  which  took  large  sums  of  money  from  the 
depositors,  who  were  in  a  commendable  way  determined  to  have  a  railroad. 
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FARMERS'  B\NK  OF  ELK  HORN. 

The  most  recently  organized  bank  in  Shelby  county  is  the  Farmers  Bank 
of  Elk  Horn,  which  was  established  during  the  autumn  of  1915  and  opened 
for  business  in  the  latter  part  of  October  of  that  year.  The  officers  of  the 
bank  are  Nels  P.  Hoegh,  president;  Chris  Christensen,  vice-president;  Will- 
iam Hoegh,  cashier;  Lilly  Madsen,  assistant  cashier;  Knud  Hansen,  Thor 
Madsen,  J.  P.  Carlsen,  J.  P.  Johnson,  G.  Gjodesen  and  Nels  P.  Hoegh,  direc- 
tors. The  authorized  capital  of  the  bank  is  $10,000.  It  occupies  a  very  fair 
brick  building  especially  erected  for  its  use. 

THE  PANAMA  SAVINGS  BANK. 

This  bank,  under  its  present  management,  began  March  1,  1897,  after 
purchase  of  the  private  bank  and  fixtures  then  belonging  to  George  Walters, 
who  subsequently  became  proprietor  of  the  Harlan  Bank.  The  new  bank  was 
run  as  a  private  institution  until  August  I,  1900,  when  the  Panama  Savings 
Bank  was  organized,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000.  The  first  officers  were,  undei 
this  organization,  L).  L.  Sullivan,  president ;  Henry  Arkfeldt,  vice-president 
Eugene  Sullivan,  cashier,  which  officers  yet  continue.  The  original  stock- 
holders were  D.  L.  Sullivan,  N.  J.  Roundy,  E.  H.  Smith,  Martin  Schechinger, 
Thomas  Keane.  M.  K.  Sullivan,  John  Sullivan,  Henry  Arkfeldt  and  Eugene 
Sullivan. 

This  bank  at  present  has  gross  assets  of  more  than  $175,000.  It  is 
conducted  in  a  brick  building,  which  was  erected  by  George  Walters.  This 
bank,  on  September  22,  191 1.  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  a  bank  burglar, 
who  up  to  that  time  when  not  busy  made  his  home  in  Omaha.  About  mid- 
night he  attempted  to  break  into  the  bank,  but  news  of  his  intended  visit  had 
been  conveyed  to  the  bank's  managers,  who  remained  at  the  bank  to  await 
his  coming.  When  he  began  operations  he  was  welcomed  by  the  discharge  of 
a  firearm  in  the  hands  of  John  Sullivan.  The  ball  from  the  weapon  struck 
the  burglar  in  the  arm.  He  was  subsequently  arrested,  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  Anamosa  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

STATE  BANK  OF  PORTSMOUTH. 

One  of  the  earliest  banks  of  Shelby  county  was  established  at  Ports- 
mouth, Iowa,  in  1884  by  Dallas  F.  Paul,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Cass 
township  and  at  one  time  county  auditor.    This  bank  he  conducted  until  his 
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death.  L.  C.  Lewis,  as  his  executor,  sold  the  bank  to  R.  F.  Scroggin,  who 
conducted  it  as  a  private  bank  until  1892,  at  which  date  it  was  organized  into 
a  state  bank  under  the  name  of  the  Portsmouth  State  Bank,  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000.  The  original  stockholders  were  R.  F.  Scroggin,  Sims  &  Houghton, 
I.  J.  Copeland,  James  Lawrence.  Peter  Korth,  Nickolaus  Wehr,  Nick  Greiner, 
Peter  Herkenrath  and  Peter  Gubbels.  The  first  officers  were  Peter  Korth, 
president;  Peter  Herkenrath,  vice-president;  R.  F.  Scroggin,  cashier.  The 
gross  assets  of  the  bank  are  more  than  $150,000. 

THE  TEN N ANT  SAVINGS  BANK. 

The  Tennant  Savings  Bank  was  organized  February  27,  1905,  when  its 
articles  were  executed  by  J.  V.  Davis,  H.  A.  Escher,  George  X.  Cook,  W.  H. 
McLaughlin,  L.  Buman,  S.  T.  Miller,  W.  H.  Moore,  C.  D.  Grauel  and  Charles 
E.  Walters.  The  first  board  of  directors  was  composed  of  J.  V.  Davis,  H.  A. 
Escher,  George  X.  Cook,  W.  H.  McLaughlin,  Charles  E.  Walters.  H.  A. 
Escher  was  the  first  president;  Charles  E.  Walters  the  first  vice-president, 
and  W.  H.  Moore  the  first  cashier.  Succeeding  cashiers,  who  did  much  for 
the  bank,  as  well  as  for  the  community  in  which  they  lived,  were  H.  A.  Cross 
and  R.  A.  Studley. 

These,  then,  are  the  institutions  and  the  men  who  annually  handle  several 
million  dollars  of  the  money  of  the  people  and  keep  it  doing  effectively  and 
well  the  functions  for  which  money  was  designed.  They  have  done  much 
for  the  development  of  Shelby  county  and;  as  usually  happens  to  those  who 
serve  the  public  good,  faithfully  and  honorably,  they  have  prospered  them- 
selves. It  may  properly  be  said  of  them  that  they  are  representative  expon- 
ents of  the  productivity  of  Shelby  county  soil  and  of  the  results  of  Shelby 
county  industry,  sagacity  and  honor  in  getting  from  that  soil  the  rich  rewards 
to  those  who  treat  it  well. 
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INDUSTRIES  OK  SHEJ.BY  COUNTY. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Viewed  in  tlie  light  of  its  proved  agricultural  resources,  it  is  interesting 
to  know  what  impression  was  made  upon  Eastern  people  by  their  visits  to 
western  Iowa  in  early  times. 

In  1843  John  James  Audubon,  the  famous  ornithologist,  made  a  voyage 
up  the  Missouri  river.  Fortunately  he  kept  a  diary  in  which  he  recorded  cer- 
tain observations  and  reflections  relative  to  western  Iowa.  Under  date  of 
May  13.  1843,  he  says:  "We  saw  a  No  many  fine  prairies;  the  bottom  lands 
appeared  of  an  extremely  rich  soil."  1  nder  date  of  May  1 1.  1843.  ne  was  ,n 
the  vicinity  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  said:  These  bluffs  rise  from  a  beautiful 
bank  about  forty  feet  above  the  river,  and  slope  down  into  as  beautiful  a 
prairie  to  the  hills  in  the  rear,  which  render  the  scenery  very  fine,  and  very 
remarkable." 

The  great  traveler  and  writer,  Bayard  Taylor,  in  his  "Colorado.  A  Sum- 
mer Trip."  of  1867.  page  180.  records  this  observation  made  by  him  at  that 
time: 

"I  crossed  to  Council  Bluffs,  which,  as  an  ancient,  substantial  appearance, 
contrasted  with  Omaha.  The  people  insisted  that  their  rolling  prairies,  behind 
the  bluffs,  were  even  finer  than  those  of  Nebraska — which  is  scarcely  possible. 
They  (the  people)  have  just  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  annexing  them- 
selves to  the  business  world,  and  are  now  laboring  to  hurry  the  railroad 
through  from  Boonsborough." 

One  of  the  Ixrst  articles  which  the  author  has  come  across  was  one  writ- 
ten in  1S74  by  Henry  T.  Williams,  who  was  then  agricultural,  editor  of  the 
Independent ,  a  well-known  Eastern  magazine.  Mr.  Williams  does  not  indi- 
cate just  what  part  of  western  Iowa  he  had  visited,  but  inasmuch  as  his  re- 
marks apply  as  well  to  Shelby  county  as  to  any  other  part  of  western  Iowa,  I 
quote  them  as  follows : 

"I  am  really  delighted  with  western  Iowa.  The  prairies  are  beautiful: 
their  easy  undulations  and  long,  rolling  swells  curve  and  sweep  and  succeed 
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each  other  for  miles.  Our  railroad  track  aits  through  them,  or  runs  over 
them,  or  follows  the  course  of  many  charming  streams.  A  large  portion  of 
the  prairie  lands  in  the  western  part,  near  the  railroad,  are  still  untaken. 
Their  price  is  cheap — rarely  over  ten  dollars  per  acre — and  I  cannot  imagine 
a  more  lovely  country  for  a  home.  The  country  is  very  healthy,  and  some 
of  the  valleys,  particularly  the  Nishnabotna,  are  exceedingly  attractive.  Iowa 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  banner  Western  state.  Everywhere  that  I  have  crossed 
it,  it  has  abundance  of  fertile  soil,  plenty  of  streams  and  timber.  It  is  so 
easily  accessible  by  the  numerous  railroads  already  built,  that  transportation 
is  quick,  and  if  it  were  only  cheaper  it  would  be  without  fault.  Our  ride  was 
just  in  time  of  grain  harvest.  The  little  valleys  of  the  rivers  which  we  fol- 
lowed were  full  of  shocks  of  grain  and  stacks  of  hay.  The  farmers  were 
out  in  full  force,  with  laborers,  cutting,  binding  and  loading  and,  with  the 
cornfields  of  huge  extent,  indicated  a  scene  of  plenty  and  beauty.  Just  from 
the  edge  of  these  valleys  rose  the  slopes  of  the  prairies,  and  these,  covered 
with  long  fields  of  grain,  many  yet  uncut  and  waving  in  the  breeze,  made  it 
seem  like  a  genuine  farmers'  harvest  home. 

"Then,  too,  an  additional  feature  of  beauty  was  given  to  the  landscape 
by  the  thickly  fringing  trees  along  the  rivers.  These  were  gathered  together 
sometimes  thickly  in  groups,  then  standing  singly  apart,  stretching  for  several 
miles,  their  branches  clothed  with  the  densest  of  green  foliage,  contrasting 
superbly  with  the  colors  of  the  golden  harvest  or  the  gray  of  the  prairie 
grass.  Such  a  succession  of  rural  scenes  was  delightful.  I  never  wit- 
nessed a  section,  even  in  New  England,  possessing  such  rural  plenty  and 
beauty,  and  if  we  all  in  our  admiration  pronounced  it  the  most  charming  of 
Western  states,  then  we  must  be  pardoned,  for  we  saw  much  worthy  of 
exultation." 

The  United  States  land  office  headquarters  at  Council  Bluffs  in  1863 
included  the  counties  of  Shelby,  Fremont,  Mills.  Pottawattamie,  Harrison, 
Monona,  Crawford,  Cass.  Audubon.  Montgomery,  Page  and  nearly  all  of 
Taylor,  Adams  and  Carroll. 

In  the  Council  Bluffs  Nonpareil,  February  13,  1864,  there  appears  the 
reply  of  Frank  Street,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa,  to  a 
letter  of  inquirv  from  a  resident  of  New  York,  who  wished  to  know  something 
about  land  in  western  Iowa.  Mr.  Street  informed  him  that  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  acres  of  prairie  land  with  no  timl>er  had  been  granted  to  vari- 
ous railroads  within  six-mile  limits  on  each  side  of  their  lines.  He  adds. 
"Outside  of  these  six-mile  limits  there  are  perhaps  twenty  thousand  to  thirty 
thousand  acres  subject  to  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire  cents  per  acre, 
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one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  which  can  be  taken  as  a  homestead,  but  they 
are  not  generally  desirable  lands  "  Mr.  Street  also  tells  the  New  York  in- 
quirer that  horses  in  1864  were  worth  from  $100  to  $150;  work-oxen,  $60 
to  $100;  cows.  $15  to  $20;  beef  on  foot,  5  ants  per  pound ;  and  pork,  $3  to 
$3.50  per  hundredweight. 

From  all  of  which  it  appears  that  even  the  register  of  the  United  States 
land  office  at  that  time  had  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  agricultural  re- 
sources of  the  counties  lying  within  his  district  and  that  he  entertained  the 
perhaps  rather  prevalent  idea  that  the  railroads  had  secured  all  of  the  lands 
worth  having. 

Coming  down  to  a  later  date,  and  more  specifically  to  Shelby  county, 
the  observations  of  F.  H.  Williams,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  printed  in  the 
Shelby  County  Record  of  September  10,  1874.  herewith  given  are  of  interest : 

"The  valley  of  the  Xishnabotna.  from  Avoca  north,  is  one  of  the  finest 
farming  sections  T  have  ever  seen.  A  short  time  in  the  future  will  see  it 
dotted  with  farm  houses,  surrounded  by  shade  and  fruit  trees  and  if  the 
people  of  your  county  will  do  as  they  have  done,  keep  clear  of  funning  in 
debt  for  any  purpose  whatever—you  will  have  Paradise  regained,  with  no 
serpent  of  debt  eating  out  your  vitals  and  driving  away  strangers  that  may 
wish  to  enter." 

SETTLEMENT  Oh  THE  PRAIRIES 

About  the  first  thing,  of  course,  that  the  pioneer  of  the  prairies  did  was 
to  look  over  the  raw  prairie  and  choose  for  himself  a  location  where  he 
might  found  a  home  and  begin  the  battle  of  life  Most  of  the  land  in  Shelby 
county  was  railroad  land  belonging  to  the  various  companies  that  built  lines 
westward  across  the  state  01  Iowa.  The  pioneer  frequently  consulted  local 
agents  of  these  companies  and  these  agents  showed  him  the  land,  ([noted  him 
prices,  and  entered  into  contract  with  him  in  behalt  of  the  company. 

Having  selected  the  eighty,  one  hundred  twenty,  or  one  hundred  sixty 
acres  desired,  the  next  thing  was  to  build  a  house  to  shelter  his  family  and 
stables  or  sheds  to  shelter  his  live  stock.  The  first  houses  on  the  prairie  were 
built  of  rather  rough  boards,  a  foot  wide  and  one  inch  thick.  Sometimes 
these  boards  were  placed  side  by  side  vertically  w  ithout  battens  to  cover  the 
cracks,  through  which  the  rain  and  snow  sometimes  blew  without  mercy. 
The  houses  at  first  were  very  small,  with  but  one  or  two  rooms,  and  with  an 
"upstairs"  or  "loft."  usually  reached  by  a  primitive  ladder  made  of  two-by- 
fours,  placed  on  the  outside  of  the  house  and  leading  to  a  little  outer  door  of 
the  small  unplastered  room  above.    Frequently  no  chimneys  were  built,  but 
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stove  pipe  instead  was  projected  through  the  roof.  Usually  there  was  no 
porch  to  the  house ;  there  were  of  course  no  screen  doors  or  screens  for  the 
windows,  no  rugs  or  carpets  except  occasionally  some  made  from  rags  saved 
and  collected,  and  manufactured  by  local  rag  weavers.  The  furniture  was 
of  the  plainest  sort,  much  of  it  home-made. 

Farm  implements  were  generally  without  seats  for  riding  the  plows, 
cultivators,  harrows,  etc.  These  things  are  better  now.  Horseflesh  is,  after 
all,  considered  cheaper  than  a  man's  life.  Men  work  more  horses  now  and 
ride  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  a  day  in  the  field,  instead  of  walking  that  distance. 

Where  the  pioneers  established  their  home  on  the  summits  of  the  hills  or 
ridges,  as  many  of  them  did,  there  were  at  first,  generally  speaking,  no  deep 
wells  accessible  to  the  houses,  but  water  was  obtained  from  springs  at  the 
foots  of  the  hills,  which  in  the  early  days  were  very  abundant  near  the  sur- 
face and  afforded  water  of  the  purest  and  most  refreshing  sort.  Sometimes 
water  for  wash  day  was  hauled  from  the  lower  ground  to  the  home  in  bar- 
rels, but  drinking  water  was  usually  carried  fresh  from  the  spring  in  buckets 
or  pails  as  needed. 

The  sheds  and  stables  first  built  upon  the  prairies  were  of  a  sort  more 
primitive  even  than  were  the  houses.  The  pioneer  went  to  the  timber  and 
secured  poles  and  posts  of  elm  or  other  native  wood,  placed  the  posts  in  the 
ground,  the  highest  ones  running  along  the  center  of  the  stable  or  shed  so  as 
to  form  a  sloping  roof,  and  on  these  posts,  which  were  sometimes  trimmed 
up  so  as  to  leave  forks,  were  laid  smaller  poles  in  preparation  for  the  roof. 
The  sides  of  the  structure  were  made  of  wide  inch  lumber,  which  was  then 
much  cheaper  than  now.  Having  laid  the  frame  work  and  nailed  up  the 
sides,  slough  hay  was  then  piled  about  two  feet  deep  or  more  on  top  of  the 
poles.  Sometimes  this  slough  grass  was  worked  into  a  thatched  roof, 
especially  by  the  Danish  and  German  pioneers  who  had  learned  that  art 
abroad.  This  grass,  which  is  fast  becoming  extinct  in  Shelby  county,  formed 
a  very  excellent  roof,  shedding  rain  successfully.  Granaries  and  corn  cribs 
were  also  covered  with  this  grass  or  hay.  which  grew  frequently  to  a  height 
of  six  or  eight  feet,  and  severely  taxed  the  capacity  of  mowing  machines  and 
the  tempers  of  the  men  who  operated  them.  William  Wooster  tells  me  that 
his  father,  John  Wooster.  needing  a  granary  badly,  but  lacking  the  ready  cash 
to  pay  for  the  lumber  necessary,  took  a  hay  knife  and  cut  a  rectangular  grain 
bin  out  of  a  stack  of  well-seasoned  slough  hay.  The  grain  after  being  placed 
therein  was  covered  w  ith  slough  hay  and  kept  very  well  indeed.  Cattle  sheds 
were  often  made  at  threshing  time  in  the  fall  by  making  a  framework  similar 
to  that  of  a  stable,  which  was  then  covered  with  straw  elevated  upon  and 
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around  it  from  the  straw  carrier  of  the  threshing  machine.  These  sheds 
were  very  warm  and  serviceable  for  some  months,  but  in  the  late  winter  the 
cattle  had  eaten  or  scattered  most  of  the  straw,  many  a  farm  boy  at  this  time 
finding  it  a  rather  unpleasant  job  to  milk  a  cow  in  biting  cold  weather, 
sheltered  only  by  an  elm  post  and  the  high,  lonesome-looking  roof,  under- 
neath which  the  wintry  blasts  swept  by. 

BREAKING  THE  PRAIRIE. 

The  breaking  of  the  prairie  was  the  next  step.  This  work  was  some- 
times done  by  professional  prairie  breakers  at  about  three  or  four  dollars 
per  acre,  but  usually  each  pioneer  had  a  team  and  broke  his  own  prairie. 
Occasionally  the  rattlesnake  showed  tight,  and  men  and  horses  were  more  or 
less  frequently  bitten  by  them.  The  necessity  for  the  production  of  a  crop 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  being  urgent,  the  pioneer  frequently  planted 
corn  by  hand  in  the  furrows  of  his  breaking,  and  was  often  rewarded  by  a 
crop  the  same  year,  furnishing  him  much-needed  feed  for  his  horses  and 
whatever  other  live  stock  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  own,  and  most  of  the 
pioneer  farmer*  had  a  cow  or  (wo.  a  few  hogs  and  some  poultry. 

As  soon  as  enough  grain  was  grown  to  market,  the  pioneer  was  obliged 
to  make  long  detours  in  order  to  sell  his  grain,  lie  traveled  unworked  ridge 
roads,  but  was  often  obliged  to  descend  into  the  valleys,  where  he  sometimes 
had  to  cross  unbridged  streams  and  sometimes  mired  in  the  soft  and  treacher- 
ous sloughs,  in  crossing  streams,  he  was  often  obliged  10  unload  his  grain, 
usually  hauled  in  sacks,  and  re-load,  after  driving  his  nearly  empty  wagon 
across,  l  imes  innumerable  team  and  load  stuck  in  the  sloughs,  in  which 
event  men  in  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  doubled  up  their  wiry  teams  and 
helped  one  anothe*-  out  and  on  their  way  Sometimes  storms  came  and  late 
at  night,  after  much  wandering  on  the  trackless  prairie,  they  arrived  home, 
meantime  their  wives  and  children  alone  on  the  prairie  not  knowing  what 
had  befallen  them. 

The  pioneers  of  the  southeast  part  of  the  county  drove  eighteen  miles 
to  Atlantic,  and  then  were  often  obliged  to  wait  long  for  their  turn  to  unload 
at  the  badly  crowded  elevators.  The  early  settlers  of  the  northeast  part  of 
the  county  were  obliged  to  haul  their  gram  to  W  est  Side.  Vail  and  other 
markets  on  the  Northwestern  railroad.  ( )lhers  had  long  hauls  to  Avoca  and 
Shelby  and  Dunlap.  Denison.  W  alnut  and  other  |x>ints.  Men  raced  their 
teams  to  secure  advantage  in  unloading.  Grain  and  stock  markets  were 
frequently  low  and  men  grew  gray  trying  to  figure  how  they  were  going  to 
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pay  not  merely  the  then  legal  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  interest,  but  the  secret 
gouging  rate  of  two  to  three  per  cent,  per  month,  for  the  money  which  they 
must  have  to  pay  for  their  land.  Many  a  really  good  man  threw  up  his 
hands  and  gave  way  under  the  strain. 

Xot  only  was  the  man  of  the  prairies  brave  and  resourceful,  but  his  wife 
was  equally  brave  and  little  less  resourceful  than  he.  Men  can  easily  endure 
"roughing  it,"  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  nearly  all  of  the  wives  of  the 
pioneers  had  come  from  homes  in  the  East  in  which  they  had  known  little 
of  hardships  and  privations.  Many  of  them  had  come  from  beautiful  homes, 
surrounded  by  great  trees,  shrubs  and  vines,  and  in  communities  where  social 
life  was  attractive  and  pleasant.  They  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  church. 
Sunday  school  and  public  school.  They  had  been  close  to  their  parents, 
whose  counsel  means  so  much  to  young  wives  and  mothers.  To  bid  fare- 
well to  all  of  this  environment,  and  start  alone  with  scant  means  on  a  bleak 
prairie,  isolated  and  lonely,  called  for  a  large  measure  of  courage  and  devo- 
tion, hope  and  conjugal  affection. 

Often  were  they  forced  to  improvise  in  the  matter  of  food  and  clothing 
and  fuel.  Sometimes,  when  help  was  scarce  in  harvest,  they  drove  the  old 
McCormick  reaper  while  their  husbands  bound  the  grain.  At  midnight  they 
sometimes  fought  prairie  fires  side  by  side  with  their  husbands.  Far  from 
civilizing  influences,  they  strove  to  bring  their  children  up  in  the  way  they 
should  go,  teaching  them  both  by  precept  and  example  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong,  of  faith  in  Almighty  God. 

CROPS. 

Although  Shelby  county  has  been  greatly  distinguished  by  reason  of  her 
production  of  live  stock,  it  seems  to  this  author  that  the  great  foundation 
stone  of  her  prosperity  has  been  her  ability  to  grow  year  after  year  unusually 
fine  crops  of  corn,  an  article  of  commerce  that  during  the  past  few  years  has 
been  steadily  growing  in  importance  and  advancing  in  price.  At  this  very 
writing  there  arc  many  fields  of  corn  in  Shelby  county  that  are  yielding  at 
least  seventy-five  bushels  per  acre,  and  perhaps  a  majority  of  them  not  less 
than  sixty  bushels  per  acre,  with  the  prosjject  for  a  market  to  begin  with  of 
not  less  than  fifty  cents  per  bushel  in  the  local  market.  Surely  President 
Benjamin  Harrison,  on  the  occasion  of  his  address  at  Omaha  upon  his  return 
from  the  Pacific  coast,  properly  expressed  the  real  truth  when  he  said: 

"I  have  seen  the  orange  groves  and  all  the  fruits  which  enrich  and  char- 
acterize the  state  of  California.    I  have  seen  the  summit  cities  whose  mining 
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camps  arc  on  the  peaks  where  the  men  are  delving  into  the  earth  to  bring, out 
the  rich  stores  there;  but  I  return  again  to  the  land  of  the  cornstalk  with  an 
affection  that  I  cannot  describe.  I  am  sure  those  friends  who  have  delighted 
us  with  visions  of  loveliness  and  prosj>erity  will  excuse  me  if  my  birth  and 
earlier  training  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  states 
that  grow  corn  are  the  greatest  states  in  the  world." 

The  capacity  of  southwestern  Iowa  to  grow  unusual  crops  of  corn 
seems  to  have  been  demonstrated  very  soon  after  the  prairie  sod  was  turned 
For  instance,  it  ap|>ear.s  from  the  Council  Bluffs  Xonpareil  of  1859  that  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  a  farmer  living  in  the  region  of  the  Mosquito  valley 
had  fifty  acres  of  corn  which  it  was  estimated  would  yield  one  hundred  bush- 
els per  acre.  At  its  fair  held  Qctolwr  13  and  14.  1859.  Pottawattamie  county 
awarded  first  prize  to  a  farmer  producing  on  one  acre  one  hundred  and  three 
and  two-thirds  bushels  of  corn.  The  above  yields  seem  particularly  inter- 
esting in  view  of  the  fact  that  occasionally  a  modern  scientific  agriculturist 
claims  for  himself  the  special  glory  of  making  Iowa  soil  yield  vastly  more 
than  it  has  yielded  in  the  past.  It  would  apj>ear  that  the  early  pioneer,  after 
all.  knew  something  about  farming  in  this  great  western  country,  and  that 
nobody  knows  all  about  it  yet. 

In  1850,  in  Shelby  county,  there  were  (V>8  acres  of  corn,  yielding  27. 530 
bushels,  or  an  average  of  4 1.2  bushels:  in  1805  there  were  1.950  acres  of 
corn,  yielding  77.035  bushels,  or  an  average  of  39.5  bushels  per  acre:  in 
1875  there  were  17. 074  acres,  \ielding  689,556  bushels,  or  an  average  of 
3S.9  bushels  per  acre;  in  18K0  there  wen-  89.30x1  acres,  yielding  4.039,100 
bushels,  <>r  an  average  of  45.2  bushels  per  acre. 

So  early  as  1880,  at  a  time  when  much  of  her  land  had  not  yet  been 
broken  and  planted  to  corn,  Shelby  comity  had  enrolled  her  name  in  a  list 
of  twenty-three  Iowa  counties  each  producing  that  year  more  than  four  mil- 
lion bushels  of  corn.  The  counties  were  Benton,  Cedar.  Clinton.  Dallas. 
Fremont,  Harrison.  Iowa,  Jasper,  Johnson,  Jones.  Linn,  Marshal,  Mills. 
Montgomery,  Page,  Polk,  Pottawattamie.  Poweshiek,  Shelby,  Tama.  Taylor, 
Warren  and  Washington.  It  will  be  noticed  that  among  these  counties  are 
those  of  Shelby.  Fremont.  Harrison,  Mills.  Montgomery.  Pottawattamie  and 
Page,  in  the  Nishnabotna  and  Buyer  valleys,  and  that  the  other  counties, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  are  the  older  eastern  counties  of  the  state.  It  ap- 
pears to  this  author  that  this  table  of  counties  is  a  wonderful  tribute  to  the 
producing  character  of  these  pioneer  counties  of  western  Iowa  at  a  com- 
paratively early  date. 

Shelby  county  received  honorable  mention  in  a  state-wide  contest  inaug- 
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urated  in  the  winter  of  1890- 1  by  Henry  Wallace,  editor  of  the  Homestead, 
an  agricultural  paper  published  in  Des  Moines,  who  offered  three  prizes  for 
the  best  three  acres  of  corn  grown  within  the  state  in  the  season  of  1891.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  the  competitors  came  from  nine  counties,  these  counties 
covering  one-half  of  the  state  from  south  to  north.  The  ten  best  yields  re- 
ported were:  William  M.  Husted,  Des  Moines,  Polk  county,  364  bushels 
and  65  pounds;  James  Pemble,  Wapello,  Louisa  county,  315  bushels  and  65 
pounds;  J.  W.  Rynearson,  Yorktown,  Page  county,  300  bushels  and  5 
pounds;  A.  F.  White,  DeWitt,  Clinton  county,  291  bushels  and  5  pounds; 
Frank  Wright,  Anamosa,  Jones  county,  285  bushels  and  34  pounds;  A.  D. 
Belknap,  Amber,  Jones  county,  217  bushels  and  55  pounds;  A.  D.  Zimmer- 
man, Avoca,  Pottawattamie  county,  277  bushels  and  20  pounds;  D.  Irving, 
Madrid,  Boone  county,  270  bushels  and  3  pounds;  H.  DeFord,  Mt.  Sterling, 
Van  Buren  county,  269  bushels  and  30  pounds;  C.  Frazey,  Shelby,  Shelby 
county,  262  bushels  and  14  pounds. 

In  1909  the  Journal,  of  Exira,  Audubon  county,  Iowa,  made  a  list  of 
Iowa  counties  that  measured  up  to  a  standard  fixed  by  the  Journal  in  the 
matter  of  corn  production  for  1909.  The  qualifications  stated  by  the  Journal 
were  as  follows: 

"1.  More  than  one-fourth,  or  twenty-five  per  cent.,  of  its  entire  area 
must  have  been  planted  to  corn  during  the  season  of  1909,  which  was  Iowa's 
banner  year,  and  is  the  year  covered  in  the  new  census  report. 

"2.  The  average  yield  for  that  year  must  have  been  at  least  thirty- 
seven  bushels  of  corn  per  acre  for  all  land  on  which  corn  was  grown,  within 
the  county. 

"3.  The  value  of  the  corn  crop  alone  for  that  year  at  fifty  cents  per 
bushel  must  have  been  at  least  six  dollars  for  every  acre  of  ground  within 
the  borders  of  the  county.  There  were  twenty-one  counties  in  the  state  of 
Iowa  which  came  up  to  these  requirements ;  and  some  of  them  qualified  with 
a  large  margin  to  spare.  They  are  given  below  and  moreover  they  are  ar- 
ranged in  the  order  of  their  rank.  In  the  list  which  follows  the  first  column 
shows  the  percentage  of  the  area  of  the  county  which  was  in  corn  during  the 
year  in  question.  The  second  column  indicates  the  average  yield  of  corn 
per  acre  throughout  the  county,  and  the  third  column  gives  the  value  of  the 
corn  crop,  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  for  every  acre  of  ground  within  the 
county. 

Shelby  r  34  2  44-4  $761 

Ida  34-5  435  7-52 

Fremont  _   38.5  37.5  7.28 

(21) 
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Pottawattamie   35.0  40.2  7.08 

Audubon  32.8  42.8  7.02 

Sioux   32.8  42.4  6.97 

Montgomery  34.1  39.5  6.74 

Mills   36.I  37.3  6.73 

Story  34  3  38.6  6.62 

Cedar   28.7  45.9  6.6 1 

Plymouth   32.5  40.7  6.57 

Marshall   31. 41.6  6.50 

Benton   29.1  43.1  6.30 

Cass   31.3  40.2  6.29 

Crawford   30*8  40.4  6.23 

Page   32.1  38.5  6.22 

Cherokee  30.8  40.2  6.20 

Sac   31.7  30.0  6.20 

Clinton   27.3  44.7  6.16 

Grundy   29.7  41.1  6.09 

Woodbury   32.5  37.1  6.04 


"Of  course  tin-  figures  are  replete  with  surprises  and  upset  most  rudely 
many  of  our  long  cherished  notions  regarding  corn  growing  in  Iowa.  Who 
would  have  supposed,  for  example,  that  Shelby  county  was  the  banner  county 
of  all  Iowa,  or  that  the  eight  counties  holding  highest  rank  would  all  be 
western  counties,  while  more  than  half  of  the  remaining  counties  lie  also  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state?  W  e  all  believed  that  Audubon  county  was  near 
the  top,  and  it  is.  so  that  our  faith  is  justified.  Our  high-priced  land  is  not 
such  a  mystery  after  all.  Evidently  "there's  a  reason."  You  may  clip  this 
out.   It  is  accurate.*' 

Of  those  counties,  it  will  be  observed.  Shelby  was  first,  with  the  counties 
of  Ida.  Fremont,  Pottawattamie,  Audubon.  Sioux,  Montgomery  and  Mills 
following  in  the  order  named.  It  will  be  observed  it  at  the  other  seven  counties 
above  named  are  in  western  Iowa. 

A  most  distinguished  honor  came  to  Shelby  county,  and  particularly  to 
the  intelligent  and  ambitious  eoni  growers  of  Shelby  township,  an  honor  that 
ought  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  and  that  ought  to  be  an  inspiration  to  the 
younger  farmers  of  the  county.  This  author  suspects  that  the  general  win- 
ning of  these  distinguished  prizes  is  not  generally  known;  at  least,  he  himself 
had  never  heard  of  it  until  he  came  across  the  information  in  an  old  issue  of 
the  Shelby  New*. 
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To  these  Shelby  township  corn  growers  and  to  C.  R.  Benedict,  a  well? 
known  patriotic  citizen  of  the  county,  whose  untimely  death  was  lamented 
by  every  one  who  knew  him,  are  due,  therefore,  the  gratitude  of  the  county 
for  the  effort  made  by  them  to  secure  prizes  for  Shelby  county  corn  at  the 
World's  Fair  in  1893  at  Chicago.  At  a  fair  held  by  the  Shelby  Fair  Associa- 
tion, preceding  the  exposition  -at  Chicago,  prizes  of  forty  dollars  had  been 
offered  by  Dow  &  Company  and  of  twenty-five  dollars  by  the  local  fair  asso- 
ciation for  the  best  corn  exhibited  at  Shelby.  These  prizes  brought  forty 
entries  from  growers  of  corn  in  the  vicinity  of  Shelby,  residing  in  both  Shelby 
and  Pottawattamie  counties.  C.  R.  Benedict  chose  seven  ears  of  each  of  the 
twenty-three  entries  out  of  the  forty  entries  made  and  expressed  these  choice 
ears  of  corn  to  Chicago,  and  had  them  entered  at  the  Iowa  building  for  the 
championship  of  the  world.  The  result  was  that  eight  out  of  the  twenty- 
three  ears  sent  carried  the  highest  awards.  After  two  and  one-half  years  of 
waiting,  and  early  in  1896,  E.  P.  Cooper,  A.  Doty  and  W.  H.  Brown,  of 
Shelby  township,  each  received  a  handsome  diploma  and  medal  for  the  best 
corn  shown  at  the  fair.  H.  Linn,  John  Brown  and  Roy  Brown  received 
awards  for  the  best  popcorn. 

From  statistics  furnished  me  by  Dr.  George  M.  Chappell,  director  of  the 
Iowa  weather  and  crop  service,  I  find  that  from  the  best  statistics  obtainable 
Shelby  county  corn  for  the  last  ten  years  has  averaged  35  bushels  per  acre, 
and  that  the  highest  average  yields  were  45  bushels  per  acre  in  1896,  41 
bushels  in  19 12  and  40  bushels  in  each  of  the  years  1900,  1904  and  1906.  The 
lowest  average  was  9  bushels  per  acre,  in  1894,  which  was  the  year  of  great 
drouth  during  the  growing  season,  there  l>eing  that  year  but  6.86  inches  of 
rain  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  July  and  August. 

SORGHUM. 

In  1859  there  were  8  acres  of  sorghum,  yielding  230  gallons  of  molasses; 
in  i860  the  acreage  was  not  given,  but  the  yield  was  930  gallons;  in  1863  the 
yield  was  5,062  gallons,  the  influence  of  the  Civil  War  thus  being  shown,  for 
sorghum  was  much  used  by  the  pioneers  as  a  substitute  for  sugar;  in  1865,  36 
acres,  yielding  2,679  gallons;  in  1867,  43  acres,  yielding  3,529  gallons;  in 
1869,  57  acres,  yielding  4,618  gallons;  in  1870  the  acreage  was  not  stated, 
the  yield  being  3.002  gallons;  in  187-,  39  acres,  with  a  yield  of  3,068  gallons, 
and  in  1880  an  acreage  of  81,  yielding  6,986  gallons. 
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POTATOES. 

In  1856  the  county  grew  2,965  bushels;  in  i860,  3,396  bushels;  in  1865, 
2,854  bushels  from  35  acres;  in  1875.  24,203  bushels  from  332  acres,  and  in 
1880,  51,705  bushels  from  980  acres.  In  1875  one  acre  of  sweet  potatoes  was 
reported  as  yielding  240  bushels. 

OXEN. 

In  1879  there  were  yet  in  Shelby  county  42  working  oxen  reported. 

ACRES  IMPROVED. 

In  1856  the  county  had  1,434  acres  of  improved  land;  in  i860,  3,910 
acres;  in  1869,  7,620  acres;  in  1870,  16,368  acres;  in  1875,  55,180  acres,  and 
in  1880,  193,693.  A  study  of  these  figures  shows  when  the  great  prairies  of 
the  county  were  being  broken.  In  1877  it  was  estimated  that  but  one-fifth  of 
the  land  of  the  county  was  under  cultivation. 

BUCKWHEAT. 

The  earliest  pioneers  were  fond  of  buckwheat,  more  of  it  being  grown 
about  i860  than  later.  In  i860  there  were  157  acres;  in  1875,  9  acres;  in 
1880,  31  acres. 

GRASSHOPPERS. 

During  the  years  of  1867-8,  1873-4,  1876-7,  there  was  a  scourge  of  grass- 
hoppers in  various  parts  of  western  Iowa.  They  appear  to  have  come  from 
the  region  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  where  they  were  hatched  in  vast  numbers. 
When  large  enough  to  fly  they  arose  in  the  air  to  a  great  height,  usually  mov- 
ing, it  is  said,  in  a  northeasterly  direction.  If  overtaken  by  adverse  winds 
while  on  the  wing,  they  would  frequently  settle  to  the  earth  and  alight  until 
the  wind  changed  or  subsided.  While  on  the  ground  they  ravenously  de- 
voured all  kinds  of  growing  crops  and  garden  vegetables.  In  1867  they  came 
from  the  mountain  regions  west  of  Kansas,  alighted  in  that  state  at  various 
points,  and  did  serious  damage  to  crops.  Thence  moving  in  a  northeasterly 
direction  and  crossing  the  Missouri  river,  they  invaded  the  western  counties 
of  Iowa,  where  their  destruction  was  most  serious  in  the  counties  of  Wood- 
bury, Ida,  Sac.  Calhoun,  Page,  Adams.  Ringgold.  Clarke.  Adair,  Warren, 
Polk.  Madison,  Cherokee,  Carroll,  Greene,  Dallas,  Boone  and  Webster. 
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At  this  time  it  is  said  that  the  grasshoppers  were  so  thick  that  they  "lit- 
erally shadowed  the  sun  like  a  cloud"  as  they  flew.  I  quote  from  volume  3 
of  Gue's  History  of  Iowa,  pages  19  and  20  :  "On  a  bright  day  they  first  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  persons  looking  toward  the  sun,  when  they  had  the  ap- 
l>earance  of  snowflakes,  their  gauzy  wings  glistening  in  the  sunlight  at  a  great 
height  above  the  earth.  When  wishing  to  feed  they  slowly  settled  to  the  earth 
until  the  ground  was  covered  with  a  moving  swarm  of  the  insects,  devouring 
every  green,  growing  tiling  within  the  line  of  their  march.  They  often  re- 
mained for  weeks  in  the  same  region,  at  night  crawling  up  cornstalks,  large 
weeds,  fences  and  the  sides  of  buildings,  and  when  daylight  appeared  descend- 
ing again  to  the  ground  to  feed. 

"In  some  localities  they  remained  until  November,  depositing  millions  of 
eggs  just  beneath  the  surface  before  they  resumed  their  travels  in  the  air. 
After  completing  their  stay,  suddenly,  as  though  a  signal  had  been  given,  they 
would,  after  months  of  living  on  the  ground,  slowly  rise  with  glistening  white 
wings  to  a  great  altitude  and  disappear.  The  damage  done  by  the  pests  was 
not  great,  as  most  farm  crops  were  well  matured  before  their  advent  to  the 
earth.  The  first  observed  passed  over  high  in  the  air  and  were  seen  no  more ; 
while  the  eggs  deposited  by  the  swarms  which  came  later  and  remained  several 
weeks,  hatched  the  next  summer,  and  from  these  great  damage  was  done  be- 
fore their  wings  grew  large  enough  to  enable  them  to  fly.  While  they  re- 
mained their  appetites  were  unlimited  and  as  they  hopped  and  crawled  along, 
every  green  plant  on  their  line  of  march  was  wholly  or  partially  devoured. 
They  spread  out  over  most  of  western  Iowa,  but  were  much  more  numerous 
in  some  localities  than  in  others.  Crops  were  only  partially  destroyed,  but  the 
aggregate  damage  was  very  great  in  more  than  forty  counties.  Early  in  June 
the  wings  of  the  earliest  hatched  had  become  large  enough  to  enable  them  to 
start  on  their  travels  and  by  the  last  of  the  month  nearly  all  had  disappeared." 

During  the  summer  of  1873  a  large  section  of  the  northwestern  part  of 
Iowa  was  visited  by  great  swarms  of  these  pests.  Crops  were  absolutely  de- 
voured, leaving  thousands  of  fanners  in  destitution  and  without  seed  grain 
or  corn  for  the  crops  of  the  next  year.  The  Granges  in  various  parts  of  Iowa 
collected  grain,  provisions  and  money  to  help  these  unfortunate  fanners  of 
northwestern  Iowa,  and  thus  enabled  many  of  them  to  remain  on  their  farms 
until  the  production  of  another  crop. 

From  what  information  I  am  able  to  obtain  it  would  appear  that  the 
northwestern  part  of  Shelby  county  suffered  to  some  extent  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  grasshoppers  in  187.1  and  that  in  1877  the  whole  county  practically 
was  aroused  and  banded  together  in  a  spirit  of  active  co-operation  to  save  the 
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crops  of  the  county.  In  the  light  of  the  foregoing  information  in  general,  the 
following  information  gleaned  from  the  Shelby  county  newspapers  of  the  time, 
giving  the  names  of  some  of  the  men  who  were  active  in  this  fight  against  the 
common  scourge,  and  the  methods  of  destruction  devised  and  adopted,  will 
prove  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  Incidentally,  the  reader  may  find  him- 
self induced  to  accord  to  these  determined  pioneers  of  the  prairies  credit  for 
ingenuity  and  courage  seldom  surpassed  in  industrial  life.  Fortunately, 
weather  unfavorable  to  these  terrible  pests  came,  and  the  prairie  pioneers  again 
hopefully  pressed  forward  in  the  struggle  for  existence. 

Grasshoppers  in  June,  1874,  had  destroyed  a  few  fields  of  wheat  and  corn 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  Shelby  county  and  were  reported  as  having  done 
much  damage  in  the  Boyer  valley  in  Harrison  county. 

Correspondents  of  the  Harlan  Herald,  1877,  indicate  that  the  citizens  of 
Washington  township  met  at  the  Crandall  school  on  Saturday,  February  24, 
1877,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  best  method  to  destroy  grasshoppers 
when  they  hatch  in  the  spring.  Harvey  Smith  was  chairman  and  William 
Crandall  was  secretary.  A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  call  all  meet- 
ings and  to  report  on  any  experiments  or  plans  coming  to  their  notice.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  the  best  way  to  destroy  the  grasshoppers  is 
to  protect  the  prairie  grass  from  fire  until  the  grasshoppers  have  all  hatched 
and  that  the  prairie  grass  should  lx*  burned  at  one  time  and  every  effort  made 
to  drive  the  grasshoppers  into  the  grass  before  burning  and  that  the  next  best 
method  or  plan  is  the  hauling  of  hay  or  straw  and  scattering  the  same  along 
the  edges  of  the  field  or  where  the  grasshoppers  will  gather  on  the  hay  or  straw 
and  then  burn  it  before  the  next  morning.  Also  that  a  large  brush  properly 
constructed  will  greatly  aid  in  the  destruction  when  the  grasshop|)ers  are  very 
young.  The  last  paragraph  indicates  the  courage  of  the  farmers  :  "Most  of 
the  farmers  in  this  township  will  sow  some  small  grain  and  then  fight  for  it." 

In  February,  1877.  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  fanners  of  Shelby  county 
at  Harlan  "to  mature  plans  for  co-operating  in  the  work  of  destroying  the 
grasshopper  and  to  exchange  ideas  regarding  the  method  of  the  war  to  l>e 
waged."  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  0.  A.  Gibbs.  of  Harlan  township, 
who,  stating  the  object,  nominated  I).  B  Pierce,  of  Shelby  township,  as  chair- 
man. J.  I).  Vandeburg,  of  Jackson  township,  was  chosen  secretary.  On  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  that  the  secretary  read  the  Windy  Knoll  Grasshopj>er 
Club's  constitution  and  by-laws.  On  motion,  a  committee  of  one  from  each 
township  represented  in  the  meeting  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  by 
which  a  permanent  organization  might  be  formed.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  named  as  committeemen:    W.  J-  Davis.  Harlan  township;  D.  W.  Clow. 
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Monroe  township;  Emil  Fluesche,  Westphalia  township;  John  Fritz,  Jackson 
township;  J.  M.  Pratt,  Greeley  township;  Mr.  Crouse,  Fairview  township;  \V. 
H.  Brown,  Shelby  township;  C.  W.  Potter,  Washington  township,  and  R.  M. 
Maxwell,  Douglas  township. 

"While  the  committee  was  out  the  convention  was  addressed  by  L.  D. 
Sunderland,  W.  H.  Krrett,  John  Trotter,  Hon.  M.  K.  Campbell,  J.  W.  Chat- 
burn,  Rev.  H.  Keith,  Thomas  W.  Chatburn,  Samuel  Flser,  Rev.  Charles  Ash- 
ton  and  others.  There  seemed  to  be  quite  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  deposit  of  'hopper  eggs.  .«ome  claiming  they  are  as  thickly  deposited  on  the 
prairie  as  anywhere  else,  others  that  they  only  occupy  the  roads  and  fence 
rows,  or  where  the  ground  has  been  trodden  hard.  The  question  of  burning 
the  prairie  early  and  late  was  discussed  at  length,  some  contending  that  if 
burned  late,  say  in  May,  the  young  brood  of  birds  would  be  destroyed,  which 
would,  if  allowed  to  hatch,  destroy  more  'hoppers  than  the  fire  could  possibly 
do;  others  took  the  position  that  if  the  birds'  nests  were  disturbed,  they  would 
again  make  other  nests  and  that  no  real  loss  would  be  sustained  in  that  direc- 
tion. On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  every  person  attending,  the  meeting 
should  consider  himself  a  committee  of  one  to  report  to  the  organization  any 
person  or  persons  guilty  of  setting  fire  to  the  prairie  grass  or  shooting  birds 
of  any  kind,  contrary  to  law,  or  have  the  same  prosecuted,  until  such  time  as 
the  organization  shall  approve  of  burning  of  the  same.  'Resolved,  that  there 
be  held  a  public  meeting  in  each  township,  at  the  regular  place  of  holding 
elections,  on  Saturday,  February  24,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
pose of  this  convention  in  perfecting  township  organizations  to  co-operate 
with  the  county  organization  and  to  select  one  representative  to  meet  at  the 
court  house  in  Harlan  Saturday,  March  3,  1877,  at  1  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  object  of  this  convention.  Said  township  meetings  shall 
organize  by  selecting  proper  officers  and  report,  through  their  representatives, 
their  proceedings  to  the  county  convention;  said'  representatives  to  report  to* 
the  people  of  the  townships  the  action  of  the  county  committee.  Also  that 
the  said  county  committee  shall  appoint  a  certain  day  for  a  general  firing  of 
the  prairie  throughout  the  county,  when  they  deem  the  proper  time  has 
arrived.'  There  were  several  machines  on  exhibition  for  destroying  'hoppers; 
all  more  or  less  meritorious;  the  roller  principle  seemed  to  predominate." 

A  Harlan  editor,  in  May,  1877,  went  to  the  home  of  L.  1).  Sunderland 
(of  Center  township,  then  Harlan  township)  during  the  grasshopper  days, 
and  thus  described  his  visit : 

"Monday  afternoon  we  went  out  to  Mr.  Sunderland's  to  sec  a  'hopper 
machine  work.    Mr.  S.  has  al>oiit  all  the  little  pests  on  his  farm  that  there  are 
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in  the  neighborhood.  The  trap  that  he  uses  is  simply  a  sixteen-foot  box,  with 
a  fender  on  the  back  part  four  feet  high,  an  apron  in  front  running  close  to 
the  ground  on  which  the  'hoppers  jump,  and  are  emptied  into  the  box  by  rais- 
ing it  with  two  ropes.  The  top  of  the  box  is  covered  with  tin,  placed  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  slide  into  it  and  can  not  get  out  again.  He  then  kills  them 
with  kerosene.  Mr.  Sunderland  thinks  that  it  is  a  complete  success  and  that 
he  will  be  able  to  rid  his  farm  of  the  pests  with  it" 

Many  of  the  farmers  of  the  county  used  boards  on  which  tar  had  been 
placed.  A  rope  or  piece  of  wire  was  placed  at  each  end  of  the  board,  run- 
ning from  the  ends  to  the  person  in  front,  who  dragged  it  over  the  small  grain, 
catching  many  of  the  grasshoppers  in  this  manner.  Two  machines  were  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Burr  and  R.  M.  Maxwell,  of  Douglas  township,  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  grasshoppers. 

Thus  passed  one  of  the  real  scares  of  the  early  days. 

HORTICULTURE. 

Primarily,  Shelby  county  has  been  distinguished  for  her  corn,  cattle  and 
hogs,  and  the  chief  industries  of  the  county  have  centered  about  the  produc- 
tion of  these.  Many  of  the  early  pioneers  were,  nevertheless,  interested  in 
fruit  culture  and  very  early  began  the  planting  of  apple  and  peach  trees  and 
of  grape  vines,  currants,  gooseberries  and  other  small  fruit,  all  of  which  have 
done  well  except  peaches,  although  even  these  yield  well  in  some  years.  They 
are,  however,  likely  to  be  killed  by  the  hard  winters  here. 

Undoubtedly  the  earliest  person  in  Shelby  county  to  conduct  a  nursery 
business  was  P.  C.  Truman,  at  Somida  (Simoda).  He  was  also  an  apiarist, 
practiced  law  and  had  taught  school.  So  early  as  November  3,  1870,  he  ad- 
vertised for  sale  strawberries,  raspberries,  blackberries,  currants,  gooseberries 
and  grapes,  "a  few  hundred  yearling  apples  of  the  hardiest  kinds,  and  a  few 
evergreens."  It  would  appear  from  an  item  in  the  Shelby  County  Record  of 
April  10,  1873,  that  William  M.  Goreham  intended  to  enter  the  nursery  busi- 
ness at  Harlan.  The  article  informs  the  public  that  Mr.  Goreham  would,  in 
the  spring  of  1873,  "keep  a  choice  selection  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees, 
shrubbery  and,  in  fact,  everything  pertaining  to  the  nursery  business,"  and 
that  he  was  "the  authorized  agent  of  the  Woodbine  Nursery  for  Shelby 
county."  In  April,  1874,  Ed  Currier,  of  Harlan,  was  advertising  in  the 
Shelby  County  Record  that  he  had  grape  vines  and  evergreens  for  sale.  Mr. 
Currier  also  advertised  that  he  would  sell  Concord  grapes  at  five  dollars  per 
hundred,  or  seventy-five  cents  per  dozen,  and  evergreens  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  cents  per  foot. 
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One  of  the  earliest  and  most  capable  men  who  followed  the  nursery  busi- 
ness extensively  was  A.  N.  Stamm.  So  early  as  April  28,  1875,  the  Shelby 
County  Record  contained  this  reference  to  Mr.  Stamm: 

"We  were  in  A.  N.  Stamm 's  nursery  last  week,  where  he  has  quite  an 
assortment  of  fruit  trees  and  shrubs,  and  he  informs  us  that  his  trees  have  not 
been  materially  injured,  except  his  peach  trees,  and  that  his  small  fruits  are 
in  good  condition.  He  anticipates  an  unusual  fruit  crop  for  Shelby  county. 
This  proves  one  thing  conclusively,  that  while  the  best  fruit  localities  in  the 
West  have  been  seriously  damaged,  and  those  of. Shelby  county  have  passed 
the  long  winter  comparatively  safe,  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that 
all  fruits  peculiar  to  this  latitude  can  be  successfully  grown  here,  notwith- 
standing the  predictions  of  the  grumblers  to  the  contrary.  Every  resident  of 
Shelby  county — if  he  has  none — should  lose  no  time  in  making  himself  the 
possessor  of  a  good  orchard." 

In  the  spring  of  1877  Mr.  Stamm  advertised  that  he  had  for  sale  eigh- 
teen thousand  choice  three-year-old  apple  trees  of  his  own  raising,  comprising 
thirty  varieties;  that  these  trees  were  acclimated  and  therefore  safer  to  plant 
than  those  bought  of  Eastern  nurserymen;  that  his  prices  range  from  five  dol- 
lars to  fifteen  dollars  per  hundred ;  that  he  also  had  in  his  nursery  the  Mam- 
moth Cluster  raspberry,  strawberries,  and  grapes  of  many  different  varieties. 

In  1887,  Black  and  Gingery  (composed  of  J.  B.  Black  and  Lewis  Gin- 
gery, of  Harlan)  were  doing  an  extensive  nursery  business  in  Harlan,  and 
for  some  years  prior  thereto  J.  B.  Black  had  been  alone  in  business,  so  early 
as  1880,  possibly  before  that.  At  this  time  Fred  R.  Blackstone,  now  an  at- 
torney of  Garner,  Iowa,  was  in  the  nursery  business  and  It  appears  he  had 
ordered,  in  1887,  price  lists  to  the  number  of  five  thousand  for  advertising  his 
stock. 

W.  M.  Bomberger,  of  Harlan,  who  now  has  an  extensive  business  with 
patrons  all  over  the  West,  has  achieved  distinguished  success  as  a  horticul- 
turist. He,  for  many  years,  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  State  Horticul- 
tural Society,  in  which  he  has  held  several  offices,  including  the  presidency  of 
the  society.  He  has  also  been  very  active  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Western 
Towa  Horticultural  Society.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  informed 
men  of  Iowa  in  all  matters  of  fruit  and  fruit  culture.  He  has  contributed 
many. special  articles  to  the  Iowa  Homestead  and  to  other  journals  on  various 
horticultural  subjects.  Mr.  Bomberger  has  bmught  much  honor  to  Shelby 
county  by  reason  of  his  enterprise  in  contesting  for  prizes  offered  at  the  State 
Horticultural  Society  and  at  the  Iowa  State  Fair.  For  instance,  at  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  Iowa  State  Fair  held  in  1903  Mr.  Bomberger  took  forty  first 
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premiums,  two  second  premiums  and  one  third  premium  for  his  exhibit  of 
Shelby  county  fruits.  A  Harlan  paper  of  December  21.  191 1,  has  this  to  say 
of  Mr.  Bomberger's  success  at  the  meeting  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society 
held  at  Des  Moines  in  191 1  : 

"W.  M.  Bomberger*  was  very  successful  in  his  display  of  apples  at  the 
meeting  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society  in  Des  Moines  last  week.  His 
display  was  a  large  one,  aggregating  some  thirty  bushels  and  a  considerable 
number  of  varieties. 

"He  took  second  prize  for  the  state  on  best  collection,  second  on  best  ten 
boxes,  and  first  on  best  two  new  seedling  varieties.  The  prizes  consisted  of 
a  silver  trophy  cup,  a  gold  watch  and  some  money  premiums. 

"The  new  varieties  shown  were,  one  a  cross  between  the  Jonathan  and 
Grimes'  Golden,  the  other  a  cross  l>etween  the  Jonathan  and  Willow  Twig. 
Both  crosses  are  a  mighty  good  apple. 

"Mr.  Bomberger  expected  to  bring  his  prize  winning  fruit  home  to  show- 
in  his  window  at  the  Swain  meat  market,  but  Mrs.  B.  F.  Carroll,  wife  of  Gov- 
ernor Carroll,  desired  to  buy  it  at  a  fancy  price,  so  he  sold  it  to  her." 

In  the  spring  of  1874,  Dr.  L.  1).  Frost  set  out  an  orchard  of  ten  acres 
in  the  northwest  part  of  Harlan.  This  was  probably  the  earliest  extensive 
orchard  planted  in  Shelby  count) .  It  for  many  years  bore  a  fine  crop  of 
apples.  There  were  a  number  of  very  excellent  orchards  in  Bowman's  Grove 
in  the  seventies.  Among  the  men  who  had  good  orchards  bearing  at  that 
time  were  George  Swinehart.  T.  P.  Duncan,  J.  J.  Miller.  David  Barkman. 
J.  H.  Philson,  and  perhaps  others.  A  Harlan  paper  of  October  25.  1877, 
states  that  11.  A.  Moore,  of  Bowman's  Grove,  sold  one  hundred  bushels  of 
apples  of  his  own  raising  at  one  dollar  per  bushel.  In  the  fall  of  1877  John 
Baird,  of  Clay  township,  was  successfully  growing  Concord  grapes  from  vines 
which  lie  had  put  out  in  .1873.  In  1877  John  A.  Mcintosh,  of  Galland's 
Grove,  had  three  hundred  Concord  grape  cuttings,  finely  rooted.  Many  of  the 
settlers  in  W  estphalia  township  in  the  late  seventies  started  vineyards  that 
were  very  successful.  Among  one  of  these  persons  named  in  the  early  news- 
papers was  Mr.  Fatal. 

Among  those  in  Douglas  township  who  in  the  seventies  planted  apple 
trees  extensively  were  A.  N.  Buckman  and  J.  C.  Buckman. 

In  1878  Horace  Beckley,  of  Fairvicw  township,  grew  a  half  busliel  of 
line  peaches. 

In  the  early  eighties  and  later,  J.  B.  Black,  of  Harlan,  was  in  the  nursery 
business  and  was  very  prominent  in  the  meetings  of  the  Western  Iowa  Horti- 
cultural Society,  of  which  organization  in  1881  he  was  a  director  for  Shelby 
county.    On  the  program  of  the  Western  Iowa  Horticultural  Society  pre- 
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sented  at  Bedford,  Iowa,  on  December  16-18,  1884,  Mr.  Black  discussed 
"Conifers." 

On  a  Shelby  county  map  issued  in  1883  the  names  of  A.  N.  Buckman, 
of  Douglas  township,  and  Horace  Beckley,  of  Fairview  township,  appear  as 
fruit  growers,  in  addition  to  their  occupation  as  farmers. 

One  of  the  ablest  fruit  growers  of  Shelby  county,  who  tooK  a  great  in- 
terest in  this  industry,  was  Alexander  Black,  a  pioneer  of  Grove  township. 
He  was  for  some  years  a  member  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society.  He 
grew  many  fine  apples,  and  also  pears,  at  an  early  date.  Mr.  Black  in  1877 
had  a  fine  young  orchard  growing. 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  pioneers  of  the  prairies  were  able  to  plant  the  soft 
maple,  box  elder,  cottonwood  and  willow  cuttings,  for  hedges  and  protection 
from  the  blasts  of  winter,  they  planted  apple  trees,  and  at  about  the  same 
time  began  to  plant  the  small  fruits,  which  have  done  very  well  in  Shelby 
county.  Many  of  the  early  orchards  were  planted  to  varieties  of  apples  un- 
suited  to  this  climate,  and  men  learned  by  experience  what  varieties  of  the 
best  apples  were  suited  to  the  conditions  of  Shelby  county.  Among  the  va- 
rieties that  are  now  planted  extensively  are  the  Duchess,  Grimes'  Golden,  Ben 
Davis,  Early  Harvest,  the  Whitney  and  other  crabs,  the  Jonathan,  the  Wine- 
sap,  the  Red  June  and  others.  In  addition  to  other  small  fruits,  the  strawberry 
has  been  very  successfully  grown  and  yields  bountifully  under  proper  cultiva- 
tion and  care.  The  strawberry  has,  on  a  numl)er  of  occasions,  yielded  a  little 
fruit  in  the  fall  in  Shelby  county.  For  instance,  on  October  10,  1910,  M.  S. 
Fudge,  an  early  Clay  township  pioneer,  residing  in  Harlan,  sold  to  the  Hotel 
Harlan  two  boxes  of  strawberries,  which  he  picked  that  morning.  He  had 
about  four  quarts  altogether.  D.  E.  Morris,  of  Harlan,  is  experimenting  with 
the  ever-bearing  strawberry. 

Apples  and  other  like  ripe  fruits  were  a  luxury  in  the  homes  of  the  pio- 
neers on  the  prairies  in  the  early  days.  They  did  not  come  often.  They  were 
certainly  appreciated  when  they  did.  And  when  that  glorious  day  came  that 
brought  forth  on  these  self-same  prairies  the  beautiful  pink  and  red  apple  blos- 
soms on  the  home  apple  trees,  there  was  great  rejoicing  in  the  household. 

The  wild  fruits,  such  as  the  plum,  gooseberry,  strawberry  and  wild  grape, 
did  good  service,  and  even  the  wild  crabapples  were  worked  up  into  something 
good,  brought  forth  at  intervals  from  the  cellar  where  they  kept  so  well  all 
winter.  Nature  thus  greatlv  relieved  the  monotonv  of  the  "hog  and  hominy" 
diet. 
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THE  FARMERS'  ALLIANCE. 

In  1873  an  organization  under  the  name  of  the  Fanners'  Alliance  was 
formed  in  New  York.  Its  objects  were  mainly  social  and  educational.  Dur- 
ing the  eighties  the  organization  extended  rapidly,  through  the  Middle  West. 
This  organization  was  originally  non-partisan  in  character,  although  it  based 
its  hopes  for  agricultural  improvement  upon  legislative  action.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  espoused  during  the  height  of  its  activity  most  of  the  reforms 
which  are  now  the  law  of  the  land,  although  at  the  time  many  of  the  reforms 
announced  by  the  leaders  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  were  regarded  as  ex- 
tremely radical  and  visionary. 

Although  there  were  township  organizations  in  several  of  the  townships 
before  that  time,  the  first  county  organization  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  was 
effected  in  1886.  The  first  officers  were:  President.  H.  B.  Kees;  vice- 
president,  L.  D.  Sunderland ;  secretary,  J.  W.  W  hite.  During  the  late 
eighties  and  early  nineties  the  Farmers'  Alliance  was  \  ery  strong  in  the  town- 
ships of  Clay,  Jackson,  Polk,  Jefferson,  Greeley,  Douglas,  Harlan  and  Lincoln, 
with  perhaps  local  organizations  in  other  townships. 

In  1887  the  Farmers'  Alliance  had  a  very  large  membership  in  Shelby 
county,  among  which  was  found  many  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  county.  In 
view  of  what  ha>  since  come  to  pass  in  the  matter  of  law  placed  on  the 
statute  books  of  Iowa,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  a  statement  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Shelby  County  Farmers'  Alliance  made  in  1887  substantially 
as  follows:  (Part  of  this  declaration  of  principles,  it  is  said,  was  adopted 
by  the  national  organization.) 

1.  That  the  producers  should  receive  proper  consideration  by  the  gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  monopolies  should  be  the  servants,  not  the  masters  of 
the  people. 

2.  A  demand  that  every  public  office  not  necessary  be  abolished  and 
that  all  official  salaries  be  reduced  corresponding  with  the  reduced  earning  of 
the  producers. 

3.  That  the  United  States  should  take  charge  of  and  control,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  the  railroad  transportation  and  telegraphs  of  the 
country,  as  it  was  then  doing  with  the  postal  service  of  the  country. 

4.  It  was  then  asked  that  such  laws  be  enacted  by  the  Legislature  and 
Congress  as  shall  determine  what  sum  per  ton  per  mile,  under  various  circum- 
stances of  the  railroad  transportation,  shall  constitute  a  reasonable  charge 
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for  the  service,  said  charges  to  be  based  on  a  fair  profit  on  the  actual  value 
of  the  railroad  and  its  equipments  and  not  on  watered  stock. 

5.  That  the  tariff  should  be  revised  and  placed  at  the  lowest  figure 
compatible  with  the  necessity  of  government  and  continuance  of  factories. 

6.  A  more  stringent  enforcement  of  the  law  against  usury. 

7.  Urging  that  patriotism,  intelligence  and  integrity,  instead  of  wealth, 
position  and  political  cunning,  ought  to  be  the  requisite  qualifications  for 
public  office  and  condemning  the  custom  of  seeking  the  available  candidate 
or  the  one  w  ho  could  get  the  most  votes,  regardless  of  character. 

8.  The  following  paragraph  of  the  principles  is  significant : 

"The  capture  of  the  United  States  senate  by  millionaires  and  tools  of 
corporations  who  have  no  sympathy  with  free  institutions  threatens  the  very 
existence  of  the  republic.  We  demand  a  constitutional  amendment  making 
United  States  senators  elective  by  direct  vote  of  the  people." 

9.  That  the  state  should  secure  to  the  children  of  Iowa,  a  uniform 
system  of  text  books  for  common  schools,  in  such  a  way  as  to  do  away  with 
the  conscienceless  extortion  now  practiced  by  the  publishers  of  school  books. 

10.  That  the  law  concerning  the  collection  of  notes,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  contracts  obtained  by  fraud,  should  be  amended  to  give  the  maker 
of  any  such  note  or  contract  the  benefit  of  any  defense  he  might  have  had 
against  any  subsequent  purchaser. 

11.  That  mortgages  or  other  incumbrances  of  real  or  personal  prop- 
erty should  be  listed  and  assessed  in  the  county  where  the  property  is  situated. 

12.  The  issue  by  the  government  of  legal  tender  notes,  together  with 
the  free  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  in  such  amount  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

13.  Condemning  the  saloon  and  the  whiskey-selling  drug  store. 

14.  That  the  United  States  patent  laws  are  an  encouragement  to  fraud 
and  extortion,  and  asking  that  they  be  so  amended  as  to  protect  the  innocent 
purchaser  and  that  the  manufacture  of  patented  articles  be  made  free  to  all 
upon  the  payment  of  a  royalty  to  be  determined  by  law. 

15.  Election  of  the  railroad  commission  by  the  people,  and  the  enact- 
ment of  laws  reducing  the  freight  charges  on  all  first  class  roads  at  least 
fifteen  per  cent,  and  passenger  rates  to  two  cents  per  mile. 

16.  Denouncing  the  policy  that  permitted  large  tracts  of  land  to  be  held 
unused,  by  individuals  or  corporations,  insisting  that  aliens  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  acquire  real  estate  in  Iowa. 

17.  A  compulsory  education  law. 
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ANTI-HORSE  THIEF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

In  common  with  most  of  the  pioneer  counties  of  Iowa,  Shelby  county 
was  early  infested  with  horse  thieves  and.  to  a  limited  extent,  with  cattle 
thieves.  The  natural  inclination  of  the  pit  nicer  farmers  of  the  county  was 
to  hang  a  horse  thief  as  quickly  as  they  would  a  murderer.  Curious  to 
know  the  reason  for  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  early  pioneers,  I  have  in- 
quired of  a  number  of  them  the  reason  for  this  intense  hatred  of  a  horse 
thief.  The  reasons  assigned  have  been  chiefly  that  to  deprive  the  pioneer 
of  his  horses  sometimes  forty  miles  or  more  distant  from  mill  or  store  as  he 
was,  meant  to  deprive  him  and  his  family  practically  of  their  means  of  liveli- 
hood, since  he  not  only  could  not  market  his  products  and  secure  provisions, 
flour  and  meal,  but  could  not  even  grow  a  crop.  1  suspect,  too,  that  in  the 
loneliness  and  isolation  of  the  pioneers  life,  his  faithful  horses,  upon  which 
he  so  much  depended,  were  almost  a  part  of  his  family,  and  that  on  this  ac- 
count also  he  deeply  resented  to  the  very  verge  of  mob  law  the  larceny  of 
them.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  the  dominant  feeling  of  the  pioneer  of  the 
Mississippi  valley  and  of  the  mountain  country  further  west  was  that  a  horse 
thief,  when  caught,  should  be  promptly  hanged. 

In  1874  and  in  1875  the  horse  thieves  were  particularly  active  in  Shelby 
county.  In  the  summer  of  1875,  Barney  Dunn  was  shot  and  killed  by 
Constable  Hinckley,  of  Walnut.  A  paper  relates  the  facts  of  the  killing  of 
Barney  Dunn  by  Constable  Hinckley.  Dunn  worked  for  Thomas  McDonald, 
of  Fairview  township,  and  was  discharged  for  alleged  drunkenness,  Dunn 
stating  that  he  would  get  even  with  Mr.  McDonald.  W  hile  at  Avoca  Dunn 
met  a  man  named  Brown  and  suggested  the  stealing  of  two  horses.  Dunn 
stated  that  he  had  stolen  a  horse  near  Harlan  in  the  summer  of  1874  and  sold 
it  near  IXmlap.  This  was  believed  to  have  been  the  horse  of  John  H.  Louis, 
found  near  Denis* »n  on  June  I,  1875.  Dunn  and  Brown  came  to  McDonald's 
farm,  five  miles  below  Harlan,  where  they  secured  one  horse  and  later,  cross- 
ing the  Custer  bridge,  secured  another  belonging  to  Mr.  Carter.  They  then 
started  for  Walnut,  entering  five  stables  on  the  way  in  search  of  saddles. 
Brown  had  agreed  to  help  secure  Dunn.  Constable  Hinckley  brought  and 
placed  Brown  under  arrest.  Later  Dunn  drew  his  revolver  and  pointed  it 
at  the  officer  and  fired  two  shots.  Dunn's  pistol  getting  out  of  order.  Then 
the  constable  shot  him,  killing  him  instantly.  It  is  said  that  Dunn  was  the 
person  engaged  in  stealing  five  horses  from  near  Bowman's  Grove. 

J.  H.  Louis  had,  in  the  spring  of  1873,  lost  a  valuable  horse  and  inOcto- 
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ber,  1874,  while  in  Denison,  he  was  informed  that  a  horse  bearing  his  descrip- 
tion was  on  a  farm  below  Denison.  He  proceeded  there  and  found  that  the  feet 
of  the  horse  had  been  painted  and  his  foretop  cut  off.  The  paper  states  that 
this  was  the  fifth  horse  that  had  disappeared.  In  August,  1874,  four  horses 
were  taken  from  the  prairie  near  Bowman's  Grove,  belonging  to  Isaac  Wy- 
land,  H.  VV.  Patterson  and  two  neighbors.  There  were  two  of  the  thieves, 
and  they  were  seen  going  north  past  the  Grove  about  1 1  o'clock,  from  which 
time  no  traces  were  discovered  of  their  whereabouts.  Sheriff  Sweat  sent 
descriptions  of  the  property,  and  offered  a  reward  for  the  return  of  the  ani- 
mals, with  the  thieves  in  tow,  if  possible.  Seeing  that  the  persons  were 
hoggish  enough  to  take  two  horses  each,  it  seemed  to  be  but  fair  that  they 
should  receive  double  punishment,  when  caught. 

So  early  as  November,  1873,  a  meeting  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Associa- 
tion was  called  to  meet  at  the  court  house  at  Harlan.  The  Shelby  County 
Record  of  November  5,  1874,  contains  this  rather  plain  announcement: 
"Horse  thieves  are  worth  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  this  market,  so 
says  the  board  of  supervisors." 

In  1876,  Ingbert  Hanson,  of  Galland's  Grove,  had  five  head  of  cattle 
stolen  from  his  land,  and  another  man  on  the  south  side  of  the  Grove  had 
three  head  of  cattle  stolen.  The  editor  of  a  Harlan  paper  suggested  that  a 
vigilance  committee  in  those  parts  would  be  a  good  thing. 

During  the  years  of  1881,  1882  and  1883,  horse  thieves  were  again  ex- 
ceedingly active  in  Shelby  county.  During  the  latter  part  of  July,  1882.  two 
horses  belonging  to  L.  S.  Goddard  of  Harlan  and  Mike  Headley,  living  a 
few  miles  from  town,  were  stolen  from  Cone's  pasture,  northwest  of  town. 
Mr.  Headley  appears,  however,  to  have  recovered  his  horse,  since  a  local 
paper  under  date  of  February  22,  1883,  said: 

"Mike  Headley  returned  Tuesday  night  from  St.  Joe,  Missouri,  with 
his  horse  that  was  stolen  the  30th  day  of  last  July  and  sold  in  St.  Joe  the 
7th  of  August  for  forty  dollars.  The  gallant  charger  knew  Mike  the  mo- 
ment he  entered  the  stable  and  spoke  his  name.  As  he  came  nearer  home, 
the  horse  seemed  to  know  the  directions  and  was  anxious  to  make  good 
time." 

In  December,  1883,  Dr.  E.  A.  Cobb,  of  Harlan,  had  a  fine  team  stolen. 
The  team  was  subsequently  recovered  and  the  thief  sentenced  to  the  state 
penitentiary.  P.  T.  Nelson,  of  Harlan,  did  some  good  work  in  catching  this 
criminal.  In  July,  1884,  a  fine  team  of  horses  was  stolen  from  Hans  Hend- 
rickson,  living  a  few  miles  southwest  of  Harlan. 

If  reports  and  traditions  be  true,  Shelby  county  seems  to  have  produced 
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some  horse  thieves  herself.  A  half  dozen  young  men,  who  had  previously 
lived  in  Polk  township,  at  one  time  seemed  to  have  gone  wrong  and  in  1883 
were  arrested  by  the  sheriff  of  Mills  county  on  an  island  in  the  Missouri 
river.  Whether  they  were  proven  guilty,  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  A  num- 
ber of  men  in  Cuppy's  Grove  also  l)ore  a  very  bad  reputation  for  taking 
horses  that  did  not  belong  to  them. 

So  late  as  1888  Judge  Deemer,  in  the  district  court  of  Shelby  county, 
sentenced  a  man  named  Lcland  to  three  and  a  half  years  in  the  penitentiary 
for  stealing  horses. 

During  the  eighties,  Lewis  Waterbury,  of  Fairview  township,  for  some 
years  a  member  of  the  board  of  county  supervisors,  was  exceedingly  active 
in  the  promotion  and  organization  of  Anti-Horse  Thief  Associations  in 
Shelby  county.  Mr.  Waterbury  was  a  delegate  from  the  State  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Association  to  a  national  meeting  which  was  held  at  Palmyra, 
Missouri,  in  October,  1882. 

Mr.  Waterbury.  in  March.  1883.  visited  the  center  scIkxjI  house  in  Polk 
township  and  organized  an  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association  of  thirty  charter 
members.  In  October,  1877.  Hacktown  had  an  Ant  i- Horse  Thief  Associa- 
tion. There  appears  to  have  been  a  county  organization  in  December,  1879, 
for  in  that  month  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  court  house  in  Harlan.  It  is 
likely  that  at  least  half  of  the  townships  of  the  county  had  local  organizations. 

SHELBY  COUNTY  FARMERS*  INSTITUTE. 
Contributed  largely  by  L.  H.  Ptckard  of  Harlan. 

The  Shelby  County  Farmers'  Institute  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1889. 
The  first  institute 'was  held  at  Kirkman,  Iow  a.  H.  13.  Kees  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  A.  N.  Buckman.  secretary.  A  few  of  those  present  who  after- 
ward became  identified  with  institute  work  were  L.  D.  Sunderland,  James 
W.  White.  L.  H.  Pickard,  J.  C.  Buckman.  P.  P.  Hann.  F.  B.  Fairchild  and 
others.  Henry  Wallace,  then  editor  of  the  Iowa  Homrstcad,  gave  a  general 
discussion  on  issues  of  the  day,  urging  particularly  in  the  breeding  of  good 
stock.    James  W.  White  discussed  the  necessity  of  selecting  good  seed  corn. 

The  year  following  the  institute  was  held  at  the  Latter-Day  Saints 
church  in  Harlan  with  a  good  attendance.  At  this  meeting  the  subject  of 
good  roads  was  thoroughly  discussed  by  L.  S.  Taylor  and  A.  C.  Wilcox, 
both  of  Lincoln  township,  who  took  very  artive  part  in  the  discussions.  The 
subject  of  breeding  registered  stock  was  discussed  by  L.  D.  Sunderland  and 
L.  H.  Pickard,  H.  B.  Kees.  J.  W.  White,  and  others. 
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For  a  number  of  years  following,  W.  M.  Bomberger  was  secretary  and 
H.  B.  Kees,  president.  Later  W.  M.  Bomberger  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  western  district  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society,  which  took  much  of 
his  time.    L.  H.  Pickard  was  then  elected  secretary. 

The  Shelby  County  Farmers'  Institute  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
in  the  state.  This  was  the  first  institute  to  hold  a  spelling  contest,  which 
proved  to  be  a  great  success.  Later  through  the  influence  of  Prof.  C.  F. 
Curtiss  of  Ames  College,  many  of  the  institutes  of  the  state  made  the  spell- 
ing contest  a  leading  feature- 
In  later  years,  with  us,  the  institute  has  been  held  in  October  at  the  fair 
grounds  and  the  program  has  been  changed  and  admission  is  charged  at  the 
gate.  The  present  officers  are  Leonard  Paup,  president  and  John  Gingery, 
secretary. 

Shelby  county  belongs  in  a  list  of  Iowa  counties  not  to  exceed  twenty 
in  number  which  maintain  institutes. 

FARMERS'  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

The  splendid  co-operative  spirit  among  the  farmers  of  Shelby  county 
is  well  illustrated  in  the  successful  establishment  and  Operation  by  them  of 
mutual  insurance  companies.  A.  N.  Buckman,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
pioneers  of  the  county,  went  from  the  secretaryship  of  the  Shelby  County 
Mutual  to  the  same  position  in  the  Iowa  State  Mutual  Company,  which  he 
held  for  several  years. 

SHELBY  COUNTY  FARMERS'  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Association  of  Shelby  County,  Iowa, 
was  organized  in  February,  1887,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  to  the  farm- 
ers cheaper  insurance.  The  first  president  was  A.  N.  Buckman,  of  Douglas 
township,  who  served  four  months.  Marselius  I  .arson  of  Douglas  township 
became  president  in  June,  1887,  and  served  until  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1906.  Since  January,  1906,  J.  W.  White  of  Jackson  township  has  been 
president,  which  office  he  now  holds.  The  first  secretary  of  the  organization 
was  H.  C.  Hansen,  who  served  four  months.  From  June,  1887,  to  January, 
1901,  A.  N.  Buckman  was  secretarv.  The  present  incumbent,  W.  K.  Col- 
burn,  has  been  secretarv  of  the  company  since  January,  1901.  The  associa- 
tion insures  farm  property  only,  has  over  three  million  dollars  in  risks  and 
has  paid  out  over  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  losses. 
(22) 
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SHELBY  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  EXCHANGE. 
Contributed  by  L  II    Ptckard  of  Harlan. 

The  Shelby  County  Agricultural  Exchange  was  organized  in  the  year 
1902.  The  object  of  this  organization  was  to  cultivate  the  social  relations 
among  those  engaged  in  agriculture.  The  association  usually  held  two  or 
three  banquets  each  winter,  which  became  an  educational  as  well  as  a  social 
feature  and  it  soon  developed  the  fact  that  there  was  good  material  for 
after-dinner  speeches,  among  the  agricultural  members.  The  results  are 
that  our  people  are  quite  at  home  and  able  to  respond  to  the  toastmaster's 
requests  at  our  banquets.  The  officers  of  this  association  were  L.  H.  Pick- 
ard,  president;  Fred  Louis,  vice-president;  W.  M.  Bomberger.  secretary:  C. 
W.  Daws,  treasurer. 

THE  SHELBY  COUNTY  FINE  STOCK  EXCHANGE. 

The  Shelby  County  Fine  Stock  Exchange  is  an  organization  of  which  the 
people  of  Shelby  county  can  well  feel  proud.  The  fine  stock  breeders  of 
the  county  held  their  first  meeting  in  the  court  house  May  31,  1902.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  L.  H.  Pickard.  who  explained  the  object  of 
the  meeting. 

On  motion,  L.  H.  Pickard  was  elected  temporary  chairman  and  Albert 
Hansen,  temporary  secretary.  Those  present  who  had  subscribed  for  stock 
were  as  follows:  L.  H.  Pickard,  C.  VV.  Daws,  T.  J.  Ryan.  J.  G.  YVestrope, 
J.  P.  Miller,  F.  W.  Ilann,  K.  VV.  Davis.  L.  F.  Potter.  L.  D.  and  C.  N.  Sunder- 
land, H.  A.  Escher.  H.  B.  Kces.  Charles  Neff,  C.  A.  Saunders,  Ole  Olsen, 
G.  E.  Heck,  J.  H.  Louis,  Albert  Hansen.  J.  \V.  Robinson,  Samuel  Gaskill. 
George  H.  Miller,  VV.  H.  McLaughlin,  L.  S.  Taylor.  R.  F.  McAvoy,  Z.  T. 
Errett.  VV.  M.  Booth,  J.  S.  Mayne,  Stanley  Morgan,  and  Rhincsmith  and 
Brown. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  J.  P.  Miller,  president;  C.  VV. 
Dawes,  vice-president;  L.  H.  Packard,  secretary;  L.  F.  Potter,  treasurer; 
directors.  T.  J.  Ryan,  C.  A.  Saunders,  H.  A.  Escher  and  J.  G.  VVestrope. 

At  a  meeting  held  June  28,  1902,  the  board  instructed  the  secretary  to 
receive  bids  on  a  pavilion  and  bam  as  per  plans  and  specifications.  The 
bid  of  VV.  W.  Simpson  was  accepted. 

The  pavilion  and  l>arn  when  completed,  the  equipment  including  two 
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furnaces,  electric  lights,  city  water,  cement  floors  for  washing  stock,  etc., 
cost  in  round  numhers  three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

The  present  officers  (1914)  are:  George  H.  Miller,  president;  Fred 
Louis,  vice-president;  L.  H.  Pickard,  secretary;  L.  F.  Potter,  treasurer; 
board  of  directors,  W.  H.  McLaughlin,  J.  G.  Westrope,  F.  W.  Hann  and 
John  C.  Nyrup.  The  association  has  published  during  the  past  twelve  years 
five  breeders'  directories,  giving  name  of  breeder,  postoffice  address  and  kind 
of  stock  bred.  The  last  directory  contains  the  names  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  breeders  in  Shelby  county.  We  give  below  a  little  sketch  by  the 
Iowa  Homestead  inserted  in  the  last  issue  of  the  directory : 

SHELBY  COUNTY'S  GREAT  HERDS. 

"One  of  the  greatest  counties  in  the  state  of  Iowa  is  that  of  Shelby,  lo- 
cated about  forty-five  miles  northeast  of  Omaha,  on  the  Chicago  Great  West- 
ern, Chicago  &  Northwestern  and  Rock  Island  railroads.  The  county  in 
itself  is  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  state,  slightly  rolling,  but  possessing  a  soil 
that  is  wonderfully  fertile.  A  crop  failure  in  Shelby  county  has  never  been 
known  since  the  breaking  of  her  virgin  soil,  and  her  people  stand  today  as  the 
most  progressive,  enlightened  and  law  abiding  of  any  county  in  the  state  of 
Iowa.  A  trip  through  this  county  reveals  some  of  the  most  magnificent 
homes,  with  ample  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  the  crops  that  have  been 
gleaned  from  her  broad  acres  indicate  that  the  farmers  of  this  section  of  the 
state  are  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the  most  up-to-date  and  scientific  methods 
of  farming. 

"Shelby  county  is  probably  best  known  as  a  live  stock  center,  and  the  fact 
that  she  has  today  more  herds  of  registered  cattle,  horses  and  hogs  than  any 
other  one  county  in  the  United  States  has  never  been  successfully  disputed. 
To  this  one  thing  Shelby  county  owes  much  of  her  prosperity,  because  without 
herds  and  flocks  successful  agriculture  is  out  of  the  question. 

"The  Shelby  County  Breeders'  Association  is  the  largest  in  the  state,  due 
mainly  to  L.  H.  Pickard,  the  energetic  secretary,  who  has  occupied  this  posi- 
tion since  the  organization  of  the  association.  This  association  owns  a 
splendid  sale  pavilion,  located  on  the  fair  grounds  in  Harlan,  and  here  is 
where  nearly  all  their  sales  are  held.  Under  the  management  of  Mr.  Pickard 
this  sale  pavilion  has  long  since  been  on  a  paying  basis,  and  this  in  itself 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  breeders  and  farmers  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
Shelby  county  is  a  good  place  to  go  to  buy  breeding  stock  because  there  are 
so  many  engaged  in  the  business.    Some  of  her  herds  have  been  noted  the 
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country  over.  The  Aberdeen  Angus  herd  of  Charles  Escher  &  Son  is  one 
of  the  most  noted  today  in  the  world,  and  there  are  many  other  excellent 
Angus  herds  throughout  this  country.  There  are  possibly  more  herds  of 
Shorthorns  than- of  any  other  breed,  and  the  reputation  of  many  of  these  is 
not  confined  to  the  state  of  Iowa.  You  will  find  here  the  herd  of  J.  G.  West- 
rope,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  the  state,  founded  by  his  father, 
T.  R.  Westrope;  the  C.  W.  Daws  &  Son  herd,  that  has  sent  out  some  of  the 
best  cattle  of  this  breed;  the  C.  A.  Saunders  herd,  that  has  become  one  of  the 
most  noted  show  and  breeding  herds  in  this  country;  the  W.  H.  McLaughlin 
herd,  that  has  become  one  of  the  most  excellent  and  well  bred  herds  in  the 
West ;  the  John  C.  Nyrup  herd,  and  many  others  that  are  too  numerous  to 
mention  at  this  time.  The  Here  fords  are  also  well  represented  in  this  county, 
and  the  herd  of  Messrs.  Hann  &  Maync  is  one  of  the  l)est  in  the  state. 
Besides  are  also  the  herds  of  J.  C.  Mayne,  W.  H.  Mayne.  G.  L.  Mayne,  B.  W. 
Gregory  and  a  number  of  others  throughout  the  county.  She  also  has  some 
of  the  very  best  Poland  China,  Duroc  Jersey  and  Chester  White  herds  in  the 
West,  and  last,  but  not  least,  she  has  made  an  enviable  record  in  the  breeding 
of  horses.  "Capo."  2:14^4.  the  stud  of  L.  H.  Pickard,  has  become  one  of 
the  most  noted  throughout  the  West,  and  every  year  horses  from  his  farm 
are  leading  state  fair  winners  at  Des  Moines. 

"The  j>eople  of  Shelby  county  can  therefore  be  justly  proud  of  their 
county,  its  herds  and  flocks ;  and  the  breeding  interests  of  the  state  at  large 
have  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  success  of  the  breeders  in  this  section." 

THE  SHELBY  COUNTY  FAIR. 

Scarcely  ha^l  the  pioneers  of  the  fifties  in  Shelby  county  erected  their  log 
cabins  and  established  their  homes  when  the  first  agricultural  society  was  or- 
ganized. From  t\]p  Council  Bluffs  Nonpareil  of  September  11,  1858,  I  find 
that  on  September  4,  1858,  at  Harlan,  there  was  organized  the  Shelby  County 
Agricultural  Society.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Adam  T.  Ault, 
of  Harlan,  and  the  object  of  the  meeting  explained  by  him.  James  M.  Long, 
of  Harlan,  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  meeting  by  acclamation.  William 
Gray,  of  Pottawattamie  county,  who  hap|x*ned  to  be  present,  acted  as  secre- 
tary. The  committee  to  draft  the  constitution  and  by-laws  was  chosen,  con- 
sisting of  H.  A.  Tarkington,  county  judge.  O.  C.  Holcomb  and  Dr.  Adam  T. 
Ault.  This  committee  reported  on  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  which  were 
discussed  and  duly  adopted.  The  following  named  persons  signed  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws:   H.  A.  Tarkington,  Charles  W.  Oden,  Albert  Crandall. 
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William  B.  Newton,  A.  L.  Hervey,  William  Heatllee,  Isaac  P.  Wyland,  George 
Benjamin,  William  Henderson,  James  H.  Adams,  A.  M.  Kime,  J.  T.  Barret, 
L.  O.  Woodruff,  O.  C.  Holcomb,  Ozonder  Crandall,  Silas  Gect,  William  B. 
Cuppy,  Adam  Cuppy,  H.  C.  Holcomb,  James  M.  Long,  Warner  L.  Brown, 
W.  Barnett,  Loran  Hack,  L.  G.  Tubbs,  Chauncey  Williamson,  Alexander 
Fargue,  Thomas  S.  Long,  H.  C.  Holcomb  (second),  Nathan  Harvey,  H.  H. 
Johnson,  M.  P.  Bull,  Isaac  Plum,  J.  J.  Tuck. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Wilson,  a  committee,  consisting  of  L.  G.  Tubbs,  of 
Manteno;  J.  H.  Adams,  of  Ravenwood,  and  Adam  T.  Ault,  of  Harlan,  was 
appointed  to  report  a  list  of  officers  for  the  year  of  1858  and  for  the  follow- 
ing year.  The  report  of  the  committee  recommended  the  following  officers : 
President,  H.  A.  Tarkington;  vice-presidents,.  James  M.  Long  and  Isaac  P. 
Wyland;  treasurer,  L.  G.  Tubbs;  auditor,  H.  C.  Holcomb;  secretary,  A.  L. 
Hervey;  directors,  Adam  Cuppy,  O.  C.  Holcomb,  J.  H.  Adams,  W.  L.  Brown, 
J.  G.  Clark,  William  Wyland  and  Adam  T.  Ault.  Township  committees  were 
chosen  as  follows :  For  Galland's  Grove  township,  George  Benjamin,  Chaun- 
cey Williamson  and  Albert  Crandall;  for  Round  township,  Stephen  Water- 
bury,  A.  Rubendall  and  William  Hack. 

A  motion  was  put  that  a  collection  be  taken  to  defray  the  expense  of 
publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  in  the  papers  of  Council  Bluffs, 
and  that  the  secretary  secure  the  publication  thereof.  Thereupon,  Secretary 
Gray,  of  Pottawattamie  county,  assured  the  persons  present  that  no  fee  would 
be  charged  by  the  Council  Bluffs  editors  and  that  they  were  too  friendly  and 
too  much  interested  in  agriculture  in  western  Iowa  to  exact  a  fee.  The  mo- 
tion was,  therefore,  lost.  On  motion  of  Adam  T.  Ault  the  thanks  of  the  so- 
ciety were  tendered  to  the  officers  pro  tern.  The  meeting  then  adjourned 
sine  die. 

This  early  burst  of  enthusiasm  seems  not  to  have  resulted  in  an  actual 
fair,  however,  until  1870. 

From  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  October  20,  1870,  it  appears  that 
Shelby  county  had  a  fair  in  1870,  although  subsequent  premium  lists  speak  of 
the  first  fair  as  being  held  in  1872.  It  is  likely  that  the  fair  of  1870,  and  also 
that  of  1871.  if  a  fair  were  held  that  fall,  were  before  a  permanent  organiza- 
tion had  been  effected,  and  largely  informal  events. 

The  lists  of  premiums  awarded  at  the  fair  of  1870  show  that  J.  W.  Chat- 
burn  took  first  premium  on  a  two-year-old  stallion ;  L.  L.  Winters,  first  prem- 
ium on  a  yearling  stallion;  W.  J.  Davis,  first  premium  on  a  three-year-old 
gelding:  T.  Casteel.  second  premium  on  a  two-year-old  filly;  H.  F.  Dalton, 
first  premium  on  a  two-year-old  filly;  H.  F.  Dalton,  first  premium  on  a  two- 
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year-old  filly ;  first  premium,  brood  mare,  H.  F.  Dalton ;  second  premium,  one 
stallion.  D.  F.  Wells;  first  premium,  farm  team,  O.  A.  Gibbs;  first  premium, 
matched  team,  O.  Whitney;  second  premium,  farm  team.  T.  Casteel ;  first 
premium,  one  gelding,  best  walker,  S.  Swain ;  first  premium,  buggy  team,  five- 
year-old  mare,  M.  H.  Adams;  second  premium,  one  gelding,  B.  C.  Custer; 
second  premium,  yearling  heifer.  T.  W.  Chatbum;  first  premium,  yearling 
mule,  H.  F.  Dalton;  second  premium,  one  buck,  T.  J.  Caldwell;  first  premium, 
one  ewe,  G.  Kirby ;  first  premium,  bantam  hen,  H.  Custer,  Sr. ;  first  premium, 
yellow  dent  corn,  William  Southwick ;  first  premium,  white  dent  corn,  T.  J. 
Caldwell ;  first  premium,  one-half  bushel  spring  wheat,  J.  W.  Chatbum ;  second 
premium,  one-half  bushel  spring  wheat,  H.  Lee  ;  first  premium,  best  collection 
garden  vegetables,  O.  A.  Gibbs ;  first  premium,  squash,  T.  J.  Caldwell ,  first 
premium,  pumpkins,  T.  J.  Caldwell ;  first  premium,  beets,  L.  L.  Winters ;  sec- 
ond premium,  second  best  collection  of  vegetables,  O.  A.  Gibbs;  first  prem- 
ium, squash,  T.  J.  Caldwell ;  first  premium,  pumpkins,  T.  J.  Caldwell ;  first 
premium,  beets,  L.  L.  Winters;  second  premium,  second  best  collection  of 
vegetables;  first  premium,  melon  and  turnip,  F.  Wyland.  Other  persons  win- 
ning prizes  at  this  fair  were:  Mrs.  Winters,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Chatburn,  Mrs.  Bow- 
man and  Mrs.  Emma  Potter.  An  interesting  premium  was  that  awarded  to 
Emma  Potter  for  the  best  design  for  a  farm  house. 

The  Shelby  County  Record  of  July  30,  1874,  contains  this  announcement : 
"Premium  list  of  the  Shelby  County  Agricultural  Society  and  Joint  Stock 
Association.  Third  annual  fair  will  be  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember t8  and  19,  on  the  grounds  of  the  society  at  Harlan,  Iowa.  Officers: 
C.  C.  Redfield,  president;  A.  N.  Buckman,  secretary;  C.  J.  Wyland,  treasurer; 
J.  H.  Curtis,  M.  Barton,  J.  W.  Chatburn,  T.  J.  Caldwell  and  W.  P.  Chance, 
directors;  W.  L.  Baughn,  chief  marshal. 

"Rules  and  Regulations:  1 — All  entries  of  animals  or  articles  for  ex- 
hibition will  be  free  of  charge.  2 — All  animals  competing  for  premiums  must 
be  entered  in  the  name  of  the  actual  owner,  and  awarding  committees  may 
require  affidavits  as  to  ownership.  3 — Premiums  shall  not  be  awarded  when 
the  article  or  animal  is  deemed  unworthy.  4 — All  articles  must  be  marked 
with  cards,  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  secretary,  designating  the  class  and 
number,  and  these  cards  must  not  be  removed  until  the  awarding  committees 
have  finished  their  examinations.  5 — The  board  of  directors  will  take  all  pos- 
sible precautions  for  the  safe-keeping  of  articles  on  exhibition,  but  the  society 
will  not  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage  that  may  occur.  6 — Animals 
or  articles  on  exhibition  must  not  be  removed  before  the  close  of  the  fair, 
without  the  consent  of  the  president.  7 — No  animal  or  article  will  be  allowed 
to  compete  in  more  than  one  class." 
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At  a  very  early  date  the  fair  management  showed  much  enterprise.  For 
instance,  at  the  fair  of  1874,  cash  prizes  of  three  dollars  each  were  offered 
for  the  best  farm  of  from  forty  to  one  hundred  acres  of  cultivated  land  and 
for  the  best  farm  of  more  than  one  hundred  acres  of  cultivated  land.  The 
committee  was  composed  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Smith,  of  Harlan;  C.  J.  Wyland,  of 
Harlan,  and  L.  Sweat.  The  committee  announced  that  it  would  take  into 
consideration  the  condition  of  the  soil,  freedom  from  weeds,  etc.,  as  well  as 
the  buildings  and  their  improvements.  The  management  also  offered  prizes 
for  the  best  bearing  orchard  of  fifty  or  more  trees,  and  also  a  cash  prize  for 
the  best  grove  of  planted  timber  of  two  acres  or  more.  The  committee  for 
the  awarding  of  these  prizes  was  composed  of  P.  H.  Longcor,  Brafford  John- 
ston and  Piatt  Wicks.  It  announced  that  it  would  be  guided  by  the  condi- 
tion and  apparent  healthiness  of  trees  rather  than  by  their  size. 

The  prize  farm  of  Shelby  county  in  1874,  as  selected  by  this  committee 
of  the  Shelby  County  Fair  Association,  was  that  of  C.  M.  Robins,  situated  one 
and  one-half  miles  north  of  Harlan  on  the  east  Botna,  containing  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  It  appears  that  this  place  was  broken  out  and  had  two  hun- 
dred acres  under  cultivation,  one  hundred  acres  of  which  was  sown  to  small 
grain,  and  that  eighty  acres  of  wheat  in  1874  had  threshed  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  bushels.   The  land  that  year  was  farmed  by  S.  F.  Hurliss. 

From  the  1874  report  of  A.  N.  Buckman,  secretary  of  the  Shelby  County 
Agricultural  Society,  I  gather  that  the  society  had  cash  on  hand  April  5,  1873, 
$198,  that  it  received  from  the  sale  of  stock  $101.25,  Irom  entry  fees  at 
the  fair  $6.25  and  from  the  state  treasury  the  sum  of  $200,  making  the  total 
receipts  $505.50.  At  the  fair  of  1873,  $81.95  was  Pa^  on  premiums,  $14.80 
for  printing,  $275  on  the  note  due  J.  M.  Long  for  land,  $41.63  interest  on 
said  note,  $25  for  lumber  and  $6.20  for  contingent  expenses,  leaving  the  cash 
balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  of  $60.92.  I  infer  from  this  account- 
ing that  no  admission  fees  were  received.  The  secretary  at  the  meeting  of  the 
society  in  1874  was  allowed  $25  for*  his  services  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  officers  of  the  third  annual  fair,  held  Friday  and  Saturday,  September 
18  and  19,  1874.  were:  C.  C.  Redficld,  president:  Lewis  Waterbury,  vice- 
president:  A.  N.  Buckman,  secretary:  C.  J.  Wyland.  treasurer,  and  J.  H.  Cur- 
tis, M.  Barton,  J.  W.  Chatburn.  T.  J.  Caldwell  and  W.  P.  Chance,  directors. 
W.  L.  Baughn  was  chief  marshal.  The  auditors  were  W.  H.  Griffith  and 
D.  B.  Pierce.  At  a  meeting  held  May  7,  1874,  the  secretary  was  directed  to 
appoint  one  person  in  each  township  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  corporate  stock. 
The  board  of  directors  was  authorized  to  borrow  money,  giving  a  mortgage 
on  the  land  of  the  society,  and  with  said  money  to  fence  as  much  land  for 
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exhibition  purposes  as  might  be  deemed  advisable.  At  this  meeting,  held 
in  May.  1S74,  A.  X.  Buckman.  the  secretary,  distributed  a  number  of  seeds 
received  from  the  United  States  department  of  agriculture. 

Prizes  were  offered  for  various  sorts  of  stock,  but  little  attention  was 
paid  to  specific  breeds  of  thoroughbreds.  The  standard  of  judging  in  grain 
was  set  out  in  these  words.  "The  committee  on  grain  will  give  preference 
to  such  varieties  as  are  best  adapted  to  the  interests  of  the  farmer,  regard 
being  had  to  the  yield  per  acre  and  the  market  value  thereof."  (Is  that  not 
a  sensible  test?) 

An  interesting  item  was  the  exhibit  of  farm  implements,  such  as  mow- 
ing machines,  reaping  machines,  mower  and  reaper  combined,  hay  rakes, 
breaking  plows,  stirring  plows,  etc.  A  committee,  composed  of  William 
Wyland,  H.  M.  Cook,  William  Askwith  and  Dr.  P.  P>.  Allen,  was  chosen  to 
pass  on  the  general  and  special  advantages  claimed  for  each  kind  of  imple- 
ment. 

In  the  line  of  manufactured  articles,  premiums  were  offered  for  the 
best  farm  wagon,  spring  wagon,  washing  machine,  clothes  wringer,  heavy 
harness,  light  harness,  saddle,  broom  corn  brooms.    Among  the  judges,  at 
this  fair  of  1874,  were  \V.  H.  Frret,  J.  M.  Long.  C.  J.  Kimball,  N.  Booth, 
J.  L.  Long,  Daniel  Fry,  H.  S.  Burke.  George  Ilayvvard.  J.  J.  Miller,  L.  D. 
Sunderland,  J.  C.  lUtckman.  T.  J.  C  aldwell.  J.  R.  Boyd,  John  Humphrey,  M. 
Barton.  O.  A.  Gibbs,  J.  B.  Swain,  John  Harris,  James  Xewby,  E.  Tague, 
John  Stanley,  L.  Waterbury,  H.  M.  Snyder.  J.  W.  Stevens.  II.  \V.  Curtis. 
F.  A.  Miller,  D.  Soesbe,  Alex  McCord.  T.  French,  George  Swineheart,  Peter 
Brazie.  W.  T.  Barnhill.  Will  Gibbs,  C.  M.  Robins,  D.  B.  Pierce,  A.  Johnson, 
A.  N.  Stamm,  Mrs.  D.  Carter,  Mrs.  i\  B.  Allen.  George  I  lay  ward.  Brafford 
Johnston.  B.  B.  Mastick.  Washington  Wyland,  J.  H.  Louis.  S.  G.  Ileflin.  \V. 
H.  Griffith,  Thomas  J.  Hine.  S.  P.  Kinscy,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Caldwell,  F.  J.  Mc- 
Naughton,  Mrs.  X.  Smith,  Miss  1J.  ().  Tibbotts,  W.  J.  Davis.  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Bowman.  Mrs.  W.  J.  Davis.  George  Allen.  Mrs.  1).  Randall,  Mrs.  P.  A. 
Brazie,  Mrs.  G.  Fokars.  Mrs.  L.  D.  Sunderland,  Mrs.  G.  Swineheart,  Mrs. 
X.  Dickerson.  Mrs.  A.  X.  Buckman,  Mrs.  J.  W.  DeSilva.  Mrs.  C.  Brazie, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Swain,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Griffith.  Mrs.  Grey.  Mis.  II.  ( :.  Holcomb,  Mrs. 
C.  J.  Wyland,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Xance,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Swain.  Isaac  Plum.  Lewis 
Hickcox,  Fdward  Bergstrcsser,  Martin  Poling.  11.  W.  Patterson,  and  S. 
Slates.    This  list  of  judges  represented  all  parts  of  the  county  and  is  a  good 
list  of  names  of  leading  pioneers.    Xo  premiums  for  articles  shown  at  the 
fair  exceeded  two  dollars  in  amount. 
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The  committee  on  draft  horses  consisted  of  M.  Barton,  J.  C.  Buckman, 
Thomas  Darling.  Another  committee  on  other  kinds  of  horses,  etc.,  com- 
sisted  of  H.  S.  Burke,  James  Forrest,  William  H.  Erret.  Committee  on 
sattle  and  sheep  consisted  of  L.  D.  Sunderland,  J.  \V.  Stevens,  chairman,  and 
Bradford  Johnston.  The  classes  of  cattle,  horses,  etc..  were  not  distinguished 
as  breeds,  but  merely  mentioned  in  some  cases  as  thoroughbreds  and  grades. 
The  committee  on  swine  consisted  of  Martin  Poling,  George  Kokars,  H. 
Baughn.  The  committee  on  poultry  consisted  of  Willis  Gibbs.  Jacob  Atkinson 
and  W.  T.  Barnhill.  The  committee  on  grain  consisted  of  N.  Booth,  D.  B. 
Pierce  and  George  Hayward.  The  committee  on  fruit  consisted  of  Daniel  Fry, 
J.  P.  McEwen  and  J.  H.  Louis.  The  varieties  of  apples  that  were  specifically 
named  on  which  premiums  were  offered,  were  as  follows :  Tetof ski.  Willow. 
Dominie,  Jonathan,  Wine  Sap,  Fanieuse.  Tallman  Sweet.  Ben  Davis,  Raules* 
Janet,  Striped  Peannain,  Maiden  Blush. 

The  committee  on  vegetables  consisted  of  H.  W.  Patterson,  George  E. 
Bennett,  H.  Beckley.  The  vegetables  for  which  prizes  were  offered  con- 
sisted of :  Best  display  |>otatoes  of  each  variety;  best  display  second  best  of 
ea*h;  best  display  half  bushel  sweet  potatoes:  best  display  second  best:  best 
display  half  peck  tomatoes:  !>est  display  peck  onions;  best  display  six  beets; 
best  display  six  turnips;  best  display  six  carrots;  best  display  six  cabbages: 
best  display  six  watermelons:  best  display  six  pumpkins;  best  display  six 
stalks  celery;  best  display  quart  each  kind  of  beans;  best  display  six  canta- 
loupes; best  display  six  muskmclons;  best  display  of  vegetables. 

An  interesting  paragraph  reads  as  follows :  "The  committee  will  have 
power  to  award  special  premium  of  fifty  cents  for  any  single  vegetable  of 
extraordinary  growth." 

The  committee  on  implements  was  J.  L.  Long,  William  Asku  ith  and  S. 
G.  Heflin.  The  prizes  ofTcred  in  this  division  included  washing  machines, 
clothes  wringer,  set  heavy  harness,  set  of  light  harness,  broom  corn  brooms, 
pair  of  sho.-s  and  pair  of  boots.  In  the  home  department  prizes  were  offered 
for  articles  manufactured  in  the  county.  The  committee  of  arrangements  in  the 
building  consisted  of  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rediield,  Mrs.  J.  H.  loin's,  Mrs.  N.  Smith. 
Mrs.  William  Wvland.  The  prizes  offered  were  for  the  best  butter,  cheese, 
bread,  both  yeast  rising  and  saltrising;  unbolted  wheat  bread,  sweet  biscuit, 
pie  or  pudding,  pound  cake,  sponge  cake  and  jelly  cake.  Prizes  were  offered 
also  for  preserves,  jellies,  canned  fruit,  jam  and  fruit  butter,  also  spiced  fruit. 
Prizes  were  offered  for  best  display  of  honey  in  comb.  ham.  with  re- 
ceipt for  curing:  dried  beef,  with  receipt  for  curing:  lard,  pickles,  home  made 
vinegar,    soft    soap,    hard    soap,    homemade,    specimen    dried  fruit. 
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dried  corn,  catsup,  sorghum  molasses.  Prizes  were  also  offered  for  quilts, 
blankets,  and  various  articles  of  homemade  clothing,  etc.  Prizes  were  offered 
for  best  specimen  of  patched  garments  by  girl  under  fifteen  years  old  and  of 
darning  stockings  by  girl  under  fifteen.  The  committee  consisted  of  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Atkinson,  Mrs.  Jacob  Miller  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Pierce.  The  committee 
on  articles  not  included  in  any  other  division  consisted  of  T.  J.  Caldwell, 
Jacob  Miller  and  N\  Carmichael.  The  committee  on  baseball  tournament 
consisted  of  E.  C.  Swain,  Charles  L.  Potter  and  R.  M.  Pomeroy.  This 
tournament  was  open  only  to  Shelby  county  clubs,  each  club  to  pay  an  entry 
fee  of  ten  dollars  and  all  playing  to  be  under  the  rules  of  the  National  Base- 
ball Association.  The  fair  was  held  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday. 
From  twelve  to  one  on  Thursday  and  Saturday  pleasure  driving  was  per- 
mitted on  the  track. 

A  very  brief  history  of  Shelby  county  published  in  1882  has  this  to  say 
of  the  Shelby  County  Agricultural  Society  at  that  time: 

"This  society  was  started  about  seven  years  ago  by  a  few  citizens,  but 
it  did  not  assume  any  particular  prominence  until  within  the  past  three  or 
four  years,  and  it  was  not  a  paying  institution.  The  society  started  with  but 
ten  acres  of  land,  whereas  now  it  has  forty.  The  fair  grounds  join  the 
northeast  portion  of  the  town  site.  The  last  two  exhibitions  have  not  only 
been  well  attended,  but  have  more  than  paid  expenses.  Greater  things  are 
hoped  for  in  the  future.  The  grounds  are  provided  with  a  good  floral  hall, 
an  amphitheatre,  capable  of  holding  one  thousand  people,  stabling  for  forty 
horses,  good  judges'  stand,  and  one  of  the  finest  half-mile  tracks  in  the  state, 
all  of  which  are  enclosed  by  a  tight  board  fence.  In  1880  the  society  paid 
out  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  in  premiums,  and  in  1881.  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars.  The  present  officers  are:  T.  Ledwich.  president, 
and  C.  C.  Redfield.  secretary." 

The  following  reference  to  the  Shelby  county  fair  held  on  October  2  and 
3,  1874,  contained  in  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  October  8,  1874,  will  no 
doubt  prove  especially  interesting,  giving  the  reader,  as  it  does,  a  lively  pic- 
ture of  the  infancy  of  an  institution  which  now  means  and  in  the  past  has 
meant  so  much  to  the  agricultural  and  live  stock  interests  of  Shelby  county. 
The  excerpt  is  as  follows: 

"The  total  number  of  entries  was  three  hundred  and  thirty-three.  The 
exhibition  of  stock  was  not  as  large  as  last  year,  but  the  quality  showed  a 
change  for  the  better.  Among  the  stock  yards  we  noticed  some  very  fine 
pigs,  which  would  have  looked  remarkably  well  at  the  state  fair.  A  lot 
of  six  pigs  owned  by  A.  IT.  Muck  took  the  first  premium.  Another  lot  owned 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


347 


by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Exira,  were  also  very  fine.  There  were  but  three  or  four 
entries  in  the  cattle  department,  but  they  were  good,  especially  a  Durham 
bull  owned  by  E.  J.  Currier,  which  took  the  first  premium.  Also  cows  and 
calves  brought  by  A.  R.  Vinton.  Several  stallions,  brood  mares  and  work 
horses  were  entered,  and  the  animals  exhibited  denoted  that  Shelby  county 
is  fast  securing  some  first-class  horses.  Although  the  only  fence  around  the 
ground  was  a  simple  four-board  one,  not  a  single  person  attempted  to  pass  in 
without  first  paying  the  regular  fee.  R.  W.  Robins  was  the  gentlemanly 
ticket  agent  and,  being  an  old  steamboat  clerk,  he  knew  how  to  do  it.  But 
before  he  would  accept  the  position,  however,  he  made  the  president  haul  a 
wagon  up  to  the  gate,  place  a  large  bellows  on  the  rear  end,  and  have  a  bell 
attached  to  the  wheel.  A  small  boy  was  to  pump  the  bellows  continually 
and  ring  the  bell  every  twenty  minutes,  and  the  wagon  was  to  be  heavily 
jarred  at  the  same  time.  This  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  him  believe 
he  was  running  on  a  Hartford  boat.  A  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  who 
has  visited  eleven  fairs  this  season,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  with  two  ex- 
ceptions, Shelby  county  was  ahead.  Whatever  is  commendable  in  the  exhi- 
bition is  due  entirely  to  the  efforts  of  C.  C.  Redfield,  the  president." 

At  one  of  the  earliest  fairs  of  Shelby  county,  the  sole  live  stock  exhibit 
consisted  of  one  bull  and  the  only  agricultural  exhibit  was  a  pumpkin.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  bull  broke  loose  with  the  result  that  next  morning  the  live 
stock  and  agricultural  exhibits  were  one. 

George  D.  Ross  tells  me  that  the  first  fair  was  held  in  or  near  the  old 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  June,  1872;  that  the  live  stock  exhibit  con- 
tained but  a  pen  or  two  of  animals,  consisting  of  one  or  two  pigs,  one  or  two 
sheep  and  one  bull.  At  this  fair  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  then  just 
enclosed,  but  unused  for  religious  purposes  up  to  that  time,  was  used  for  a 
floral  hall.  This  church  was  built  two  blocks  east  of  the  square,  on  Market 
street.  Col.  W.  F.  Sapp,  of  Council  Bluffs,  was  present  and  made  a  Repub- 
lican political  speech. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  fair  the  management  had  no  race  track.  About 
this  time,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  the  boys  had  two  straight  tracks  on  the 
prairie  about  three  hundred  yards  in  length,  a  few  feet  in  width  and  about 
a  rod  apart.  On  these  parallel  tracks  they  often  ran  ponies,  and  riding 
horses  in  running  races. 

The  next  fair  grounds  were  a  little  further  south  and  east  of  the  present 
grounds.  The  grass  was  mown  for  a  track  and  these  grounds  were  used 
for  a  year  or  two.  Then,  for  several  years,  the  fair  was  held  in  the  extreme 
southwest  part  of  Harlan,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  residences  of  Joseph  Merrill 
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and  J.  W.  Bailey.  It  was  at  one  of  these  fairs  held  in  the  southwest  part  of 
town  that  the  famous  herd  of  Shorthorn  cattle  belonging  to  T.  R.  Westrope 
was  first  shown  and  it  was  here  that  the  judges  played  a  rather  distressing 
trick  on  Mr.  Westrope,  all  in  a  spirit  of  fun,  however,  but  naturally  not 
much  enjoyed  by  the  victim.  Mike  McCabe,  an  Irishman  living  on  the 
edge  of  Westphalia  township,  made  one  exhibit  at  the  fair  consisting  of  a 
little  scrub  bull..  The  committee  appointed  as  judges  gave  Mr.  Westrope 
practically  all  of  the  premiums  offered  for  cattle,  but  when  it  came  to  the 
award  of  "sweepstakes,''  they  gave  it  to  McC  abe  s  scrub. 

Following  the  holding  of  the  fair  on  these  grounds  in  the  southwest 
part  of  town,  the  management  began  to  hold  its  exhibitions  on  part  of  the 
present  grounds.  Mr.  Ross  remembers  another  incident  that  amused  the 
people  of  the  time  greatly.  Among  the  premiums  offered  were  those  for 
poultry  and  also  for  cut  flowers.  Among  the  species  of  flowers  for  which 
premiums  were  offered  were  coxcombs.  Mr.  Ross  had  entered  a  rooster  and 
two  hens  in  the  poultry  competition.  He  was  much  surprised  to  find  later, 
tied  to  the  rooster's  coop,  two  first-premium  tags.  When  he  asked  an  ex- 
planation of  the  judges,  they  told  him  that  that  cock  had  the  best  comb  of 
any  of  them. 

For  some  time  prior  to  r88i  Thomas  Ledwich,  of  Harlan,  was  presi- 
dent of  the  society,  resigning  his  office  on  July  7,  1881.  A  newspaper  of  tht 
time  says  of  Mr.  Ledwich:  "Mr.  Ledwich  took  this  position  when  th<» 
society  was  in  debt  and  struggling  hard  to  keep  its  head  al>ove  water.  He 
leaves  it  free  from  debt  and  one  of  the  most  successful  county  agricultural 
societies  in  the  state." 

At  the  fair  held  in  1881,  special  prizes  were  offered  for  equestrianism, 
the  prizes  offered  being  as  follows:  Lady  equestrian,  first,  silver  fruit  dish. 
$15;  lady  equestrian,  second,  silver  cup.  Sro;  lady  equestrian  under  fifteen, 
first,  silver  watch.  $10;  boy  equestrian  under  fifteen,  second,  riding  bridle.  $5. 
E.  S.  Burgin  was  president  of  this  division  and  he  appears  to  have  taken 
much  interest  in  the  matter,  for  he  announced  that  he  would  meet  all  those 
intending  to  ride  at  the  fair  grounds  for  drill  the  week  before  the  fair.  At 
the  1 881  fair  the  management  also  offered  one  hundred  dollars,  in  two 
prizes  of  sixty-five  and  thirty-five  dollars,  for  hose  team  races. 

The  growth  of  the  Shelby  county  fair  is  well  illustrated  by  the  increase 
in  receipts  and  in  amount  of  premiums  paid  in  1881.  For  that  year  the  total 
receipts  were  $1,470:  the  premiums  paid.  $1,230.  and  expenses,  $120. 

At  the  fair  there  were  some  exciting  races.  The  first  was  a  running 
race  in  which  there  were  seven  entries.    The  time  was  152 14.  :54'^  and  :56. 
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In  the  3:30  class  there  were  six  horses.  The  time  was  2:50,  2:4524  and 
2:43'/)-  1°  tne  2  AS  class  six  horses  started.  Time,  242^4,  2:37^,  2:45, 
2:39M  and  2:40.  In  the  pacing  race  five  horses  entered.  The  time  was 
2:50,  2:42,  2:3834,  2:45,  2:42,  2:44.  In  the  half  mile  dash  for  single 
driving  horses,  driven  by  owner,  the  time  was  1  :3c),  1  :3i  and  1 :33.  In  the 
2 150  race  five  horses  started.  The  time  was  2  :49M.  2  -47' a  2 144,  2  46.  The 
hose  race  was  contested  by  the  "Bluffs  City,"  of  Council  Bluffs,  the  "Red 
Jackets,"  of  Avoca,  and  the  "Hardings,"  of  Harlan.  The  "Bluffs  City'  made 
the  run  and  coupling,  taking  first  money.  The  Harlan  team  made  probably 
the  fastest  run,  but  the  timekeeper  failed  to  catch  the  time  and  Harlan  made 
a  second  run  when  completely  tired  out. 

In  1882  the  county  fair  made  a  special  feature  of  horseback  riding  by 
ladies.    J.  F.  Huntzinger  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Equestrian  Club. 

Not  only  in  the  matter  of  county  and  state  fairs  have  the  people  of 
Shelby  county  been  greatly  interested  and  successful  over  a  long  period  of 
years,  but  more  than  ordinary  honor  has  come  to  the  county  in  the  matter 
of  expositions  of  national  and  international  character. 

In  1884  C.  C.  Redfield,  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  of  Shelby 
county,  at  one  time  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  one  of  the  Iowa  commissioners 
of  the  World's  Fair  at  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Redfield,  in  the  fall  of  1884. 
was  especially  urging  upon  Shelby  county  farmers  to  preserve  specimens  of 
their  products  and  bring  them  to  him  for  the  Iowa  state  display  at  New 
Orleans.  W.  T.  Shepherd,  for  many  years  at  a  critical  time  the  efficient 
secretary  of  the  Shelby  County  Agricultural  Society,  was  appointed  one  of 
the  Iowa  commissioners  of  the  St.  Louis  Exposition. 

The  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Harlan  to  the  Shelby  county  fair  was  well 
shown  by  the  number  of  business  men  who  obligated  themselves  in  1886, 
and  perhaps  at  other  times,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  that  might  occur  to 
pay  premiums  of  the  fair.  In  1886  more  than  fifty  business  men  obligated 
themselves  to  pay  an  assessment  of  not  to  exceed  ten  dollars  for  said  purpose. 
Among  this  list  of  men,  who  are  yet  residents  of  Harlan,  or  Shelby  county, 
may  be  mentioned  B.  I.  Kinsey,  W.  H.  Carl,  W.  L.  Baughn,  O.  F.  Graves. 
Joseph  F.  Beh.  \Y.  T.  Shepherd.  A.  J.  Pattee,  Ira  B.  Overholt,  Tom  Nelson, 
B.  B.  GrrYiith.  Trior  Tinslev,  W.  C.  Campbell  :  all  of  the  rest  are  either  non- 
residents of  Shelby  county  or  deceased. 

At  the  fair  of  1887  the  following  named  persons  entered  horses  in  the 
various  classes,  including  the  standard  trotting  bred  horses. 

Entries  at  the  fair  were  made  by  Doctor  Boyd,  of  Defiance,  in  the 
standard  trotting  bred  horses:  by  T.  J.  Caldwell.  O.  D.  Westroi>e.  J.  S. 
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Smith,  W.  Pittman,  G.  W.  Ickes.  T.  R.  Westrope,  \.  A.  Campbell.  M.  T. 
Keeney.  T.  H.  Smith,  T.  J.  Wyland,  C  \V.  Daws.  J.  P.  Miller,  G.  B. 
Womer,  G.  H.  Miller,  A.  J.  Pattee,  the  Shelby  County  Stud  Company,  Har- 
lan Fine  Stock  Association,  Thomas  Gaffey,  R.  J.  Curtis,  R.  M.  Pomeroy. 
M.  K.  Campbell.  J.  T.  Wright,  J.  T.  Miller,  Jacob  Walters,  W.  H.  Bowlin 
in  the  draft  horse  class.  The  entries  in  sheep  were  by  E.  D.  Oakes,  T.  J. 
Caldwell  and  T.  J.  Wyland.  Entries  in  cattle  were  by  T.  R.  Westrope. 
Alex.  Pritchard.  Chris  Johnson,  O.  !  >.  Westrope,  S.  W.  Morton.  T.  H. 
Smith,  T.  J.  Caldwell.  G.  B.  Womer,  II  G.  Mizner.  J.  M.  Mizner,  J.  M. 
True.  M.  K.  Campbell  and  others. 

The  officers  of  the  fair  of  1877  were:  President,  W.  J.  Davis;  vice- 
president.  Lewis  Waterbury;  secretary,  A.  N.  Buckman;  treasurer,  C.  J. 
Wyland;  directors.  M.  Barton,  William  Frrett.  C.  M.  Robins,  \.  Booth  and 
D.  Soesl>e.    The  chief  marshal  was  William  Southwick. 

The  fair  of  1888  was  a  notable  one  by  reason  of  the  exhibit  of  live  stock. 
The  men  exhibiting  horses  were  C.  A.  Saunders,  of  Greeley  township;  J.  \V. 
Robinson,  of  Lincoln  township;  A.  C.  Wilcox,  of  Lincoln  township;  L. 
Gingery,  of  Harlan  township,  and  D.  F.  Murfield,  of  Lincoln;  O.  D.  West- 
rope and  J.  S.  Maync,  of  Harlan  township;  George  W.  Ickes,  of  Shelby 
township;  L.  C.  Lewis,  of  Lincoln  township;  Pritchard  &  Brindley.  of  Mon- 
roe township;  Sylvester  Linn,  of  Shelby  township;  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  of  Shelby 
township;  W.  R.  Honeywell,  of  Harlan  township;  Shelby  Stud  Company,  of 
Shelby  township;  Jackson  Township  Stock  Breeders'  Association,  of  Jack- 
son township;  John  A.  Albertus.  of  Cass  township:  L.  J.  Buck,  of  Jackson 
township;  J.  I).  Maxwell,  of  Douglas  township;  H.  S.  Folk,  of  Harlan  town- 
ship: J.  A.  Smith,  of  Shelby  towns'hip;  Sarah  R.  McLaughlin,  of  Shelby 
township. 

Those  exhibiting  Shorthorn  cattle  were  T.  R.  Westrope.  C.  W.  Dawes, 
M.  K.  Campbell  and  A.  Myers:  exhibiting  Hcrefords  was  Alexander  Pritch- 
ard; exhibiting  Jerseys  were  T.  H.  Smith.  Harlan,  and  Mrs.  A.  Jacobs: 
exhibiting  Galloways  were  R.  M.  Maxwell,  of  Douglas,  and  S.  W.  Morton, 
of  Shelby;  T.  R.  Westrope  won  sweepstakes  on  herd  of  cattle,  S.  W.  Morton, 
second;  Westrope  also  won  first  on  bull  of  any  age  or  breed;  first  on  cow  of 
any  age  or  breed;  Morton  won  first  on  pen  of  four  calves  under  six  months; 
T.  J.  Caldwell  exhibited  sheep:  swine  were  exhibited  by  D.  F.  Murfield,  of 
Lincoln  township:  C.  W.  Dawes,  of  Harlan;  J.  C.  Hardman.  of  Lincoln; 
J.  V.  Miller,  of  Lincoln;  P.  Billeter,  of  Harlan,  and  S.  S.  McCullough 
exhibited  Chester  Whites:  Bcrkshires  were  exhibited  by  J.  W.  White:  sweep- 
stakes was  won  by  C.  W.  Dawes  on  best  male  hog  of  any  age  or  breed;  also 
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on  sow  of  any  age  or  breed  and  male  pig  under  six  months ;  T.  T.  Averill  won 
sweepstakes  on  sow  pig,  under  six  months. 

Persons  interested  in  making  poultry  exhibits  were  E.  Pierce,  W.  H. 
Axline,  O.  T.  Henry,  T.  B.  Burr,  Morris  Moore,  D.  Z.  Ganzer,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Mayne.  C.  F.  Swift,  W.  P.  Stone,  T.  J.  Caldwell,  Henry  Mayne  and  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Caldwell. 

Among  the  interesting  things  of  the  fair  of  1889  were  baseball  games, 
participated  in  by  Defiance,  Avoca,  Harlan  and  Walnut.  Defiance  and 
Avoca  played  ball  and  the  score  was  35  to  11  in  favor  of  Avoca. 

The  Harlan  hose  team  ran  three  hundred  yards,  laying  three  hundred 
feet  of  hose,  breaking  coupling  and  putting  on  pipe,  in  forty-six  seconds. 

Harlan  and  Walnut  played  baseball. 

Among  the  horse  races  were  the  half  mile  walk,  half  mile  trot  and  half 
mile  run.  Horses  were  entered  by  the  following:  J.  E.  Murfield,  T.  J. 
Ryan,  Henry  Print,  O.  D.  Westrope.  Murfield's  horse  won.  Another  race, 
double  team  farmer's  trot,  was  entered  by  W.  Pitman,  J.  P.  Miller,  D.  F. 
Murfield,  J.  O.  Johnson.    W.  Pitman  won. 

On  Thursday  a  special  exhibition,  trotting  heat  was  made  by  "Von 
Arnin,"  owned  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Boyd,  of  Defiance,  in  an  effort  to  make  2 130  or 
better.  At  the  first  trial  a  tug  dropped  on  the  upper  turn,  and  the  horse  was 
checked  up  and  given  a  rest.  At  the  next  trial  he  stepped  off  at  a  telling 
pace,  working  along  with  the  smoothness  of  a  machine.  The  quarter  mile 
was  made  in  :34jfcj.  half  in  1  109^,  three-quarters  in  1  148^  and  the  mile  in 
2:29 '4-  This  was  followed  by  a  one-hundred-yard  foot  race  for  a  purse  of 
fifteen  dollars.  H.  B.  Gish,  of  Harlan.  J.  Jackson,  Defiance,  J.  A.  Campbell 
and  O.  S.  Donahue  participated.  It  was  won  by  Gish,  with  Jackson  and 
Campbell  abreast  for  second  and  third  place;  time  ten  and  a  quarter  seconds. 
In  the  two  hundred-yard  race,  for  a  purse  of  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.  Gish,  Jackson.  A.  V.  Parker,  W.  T.  Smith  and  Nick  Birks  entered. 
Gish  won  again  in  twenty-one  and  one-fourth  seconds,  with  the  rest  all  in  a 
bunch  and  only  a  few  inches  between  Jackson  and  Smith  for  second  place. 
Entries  for  the  three  hundred-yard  race  were  Gus  Moore,  Jackson,  Edwards, 
of  Omaha,  and  B.  Rhodes.  The  purse  was  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
Rhodes  led  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  when  his  shoe  came  off  and  he 
pulled  out.  The  others  finished  in  a  bunch,  Jackson  beating  Moore  for  first 
place  by  a  hair  ;  time,  thirty-five  seconds. 

Among  the  horses  at  the  fair  winning  races  were  "Rocky  Mountain 
Boy,"  "Orvie  C."  "Joe  R.."  "Davenant"  and  Colonel  Mount." 

For  a  number  of  years  on  the  fair  ground  there  were  shooting  matches 
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held.  In  1889  tnere  was  a  shooting  match  between  Avoca  and  Harlan.  The 
Harlan  team*  was  Swain,  Forkner,  Myerly,  Fleming  and  Steinhilber.  The 
Avoca  team  was  composed  of  Latson.  Murphy,  Briggs,  Wilson  and  Dave 
Jackson.  The  Harlan  scores  were  38  and  39,  respectively,  and  the  Avoca 
score  was  35,  the  above  l>eing  out  of  a  possible  fifty  birds. 

Among  the  horses  entered  were  "Capt  Stuart."  of  Stuart,  Iowa;  "Gen. 
Garfield,"  of  Villisca;  "Mambrino  Sample."  of  Davenport,  and  "Trampilier," 
of  Red  Oak;  also  "Billy  Trump,"  of  Villisca;  "Billy  Cozad,"  of  Red  Oak; 
"Old  Paddy/'  of  Walnut;  and  "Lady  Breese."  of  Sciola. 

The  Shelby  county  exhibitors,  by  the  way,  were  highly  successful  at  the 
Iowa  state  fair  of  1889.  K.  W.  Allen,  of  Harlan,  entered  a  lot  of  Berkshire 
pigs  under  six  months  and  received  first  premium.  He  also  took  second 
premium  on  Leicester  sheep  and  first  premium  for  the  fastest  walking  team, 
the  team  being  known  as  "Betsey  Baker  and  Billy  Boston."  His  four-year-old 
stallion,  "Goldolphin,"  took  third  money  in  the  trotting  race.  In  the  carriage 
horses,  P.  B.  Hunt  took  second  premium  with  his  gray  horse,  "Golddust." 

The  present  Shelby  County  Fair  Association  was  organized  during  the 
latter  part  of  1889,  by  the  following  named  gentlemen:  L.  H.  Pickard. 
D.  B.  Sheller,  T.  J.  Ryan,  (George  Paup,  Sr.,  N.  Booth.  A.  N.  Buckman  and 
M.  K.  Campbell.  The  articles  of  incorporation  were  filed  for  record  on  the 
17th  day  of  March,  1890,  and  recorded  in  book  93,  page  52. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  L.  H.  Pickard.  president;  D.  B. 
Sheller.  secretary;  M.  K.  Campbell,  treasurer;  directors.  George  Paup,  Sr., 
A.  N.  Buckman,  N.  Booth  and  T.  J.  Ryan. 

The  capital  stock  of  this  corporation  is  ten  thousand  dollars,  divided 
into  one  hundred  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  forty  per  cent,  of  which 
shall  be  paid  at  the  time  the  stock  is  issued.  At  the  time  this  association  was 
organized  the  old  fair  association  owned  forty  acres  of  land  with  no  im- 
provements, except  an  eighteen-hundrcd-dollar  mortgage.  The  association 
noW  owns  forty-nine  acres;  has  a  good  half-mile  track,  with  a  good  amphi- 
theater ;  good  floral  hall ;  horse,  cattle  and  hog  barns  and  maintains  a  county 
fair  equal  to  any  in  the  state. 

The  present  officers  (19 14)  are:  Joseph  F.  Beh,  president;  F.  M.  Bow- 
lin,  vice-president;  N.  G.  Kraschel,  secretary;  J.  E.  Davis,  treasurer;  direc- 
tors, W.  H.  Mayne,  Frank  Myatt,  George  F.  Miller  and  John  Gingery. 
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BABY  SHOW. 

The  first  baby  show,  where  infants  were  judged  by  experts,  was  held 


at  the  fair  in  September,  1914.   The  prizes  were  awarded  as  follows: 

Boys,  six  months  to  one  year.  Score 

Clarence,  son  of  C.  E.  Mertz,  Panama  99.5 

Linn  White,  son  of  S.  J.  Philson,  Harlan  99.1 

Girls,  six  months  to  one  year. 

Hildegarde,  daughter  of  Emil  Schmitz,  Harlan,  route  3  99.5 

Gladys,  daughter  of  Hans  C.  Hansen,  Harlan,  route  3  99.0 

Veronica,  daughter  of  Matt  Mickels,  Portsmouth,  route  1  99.0 

Boys,  one  to  two  years. 

Elmer,  son  of  J.  J.  Norgaard,  Harlan  98.8 

Edwin,  son  of  Rev.  E.  C.  McDade,  Harlan  97.7 

Girls,  one  to  two  years. 

I^aura  Hazel,  daughter  of  Willis  Oakes,  Kirkman  98.8 

Helen,  daughter  of  Edward  C.  Cunningham,  Harlan  98.0 

Boys,  two  to  three  years. 

Stanley,  son  of  C.  D.  Lutton,  Harlan  97.5 

Lawrence,  son  of  F.  D.  Nelson,  Harlan  97.5 

Thomas,  son  of  Mrs.  Thomas  McDonald,  Harlan  97.3 

Girls,  two  to  three  years. 

Zelia,  daughter  of  Frank  Gessart.  Harlan,  route  6  98.0 

Elsie  Vernic,  daughter  of  Ixwis  Schack,  Harlan  98.0 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  H.  O.  Wyland,  Kirkman    97.5 

Grand  Champion  Boy. 
Clarence,  son  of  C.  E.  Mertz,  Panama  99.5 

Grand  Champion  Girl. 
Hildegard  Schmitz.  daughter  of  Emil  Schmitz,  Harlan,  route  3-  99.5 


THE  GRAZING  DAYS. 

One  of  the  oft-repeated  observations  of  early  travelers  crossing  the 
Nishnabotna  vallev  was  the  wonderful  growth  of  wild  grass.  This  grass,  con- 
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sisting  of  "blue^  stem,"  the  grass  of  the  sloughs  and  elsewhere,  furnished  fine 
pasturage  for  live  stock  at  an  early  date  and  before  the  land  had  been  broken 
up  and  improved.  There  was  also  an  abundance  of  pure  cool  water  coming 
from  springs. 

In  June,  1874,  Mr.  Putnam,  of  Fremont  county,  passed  through  Harlan 
with  a  drove  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle,  which  he  was  driving 
to  pasture  on  Mosquito  creek  in  this  county. 

The  Harlan  Herald  of  May  22,  1879,  records  the  fact  that  a  drove  of 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  head  of  cattle  went  through  Harlan  north,  to  be 
herded  in  the  north  part  of  Shelby  county  that  summer. 

In  the  sprit. ,t  of  1879  a  man  collected  a  large  herd  of  cattle  belonging 
to  different  owners  at  Red  Oak  and  brought  them  to  Polk  township,  where, 
with  the  assistance  of  two  boys,  he  herded  them  until  the  first  week  in 
September.  He  then  began  selling  them.  After  making  sales  amounting  to 
about  seven  thousand  dollars,  he  was  detected.  A  number  of  Shelby  county 
citizens  had  bought  cattle  of  him. 

In  1877  T.  J.  Caldwell  and  B.  B.  Bo  wen,  now  a  resident  of  Harlan, 
were  collecting  a  herd  of  cattle  to  l>e  herded  on  Long  Branch,  in  Polk  Knvn- 
ship,  where  they  had  herded  cattle  the  preceding  summer.  This  firm  col- 
lected cattle  from  owners  and  took  care  of  them  during  the  season  on  the 
prairies.  In  the  spring  of  1877  B.  F.  Stanley  and  Gus  Sisson  were  collecting 
a  small  herd  of  cattle  to  be  herded  on  Long  Branch,  in  Polk  township.  They 
advertised  that  the  herd  collected  by  them  would  have  "good  water  and 
splendid  range."  In  May.  1S77,  Caldwell  k  Bowen  had  six  hundred  head 
of  cattle  in  their  herd  on  Long  Branch,  in  Polk  township,  pasturing  on  the 
prairie  grass.  In  June.  1870.  S.  Keriven.  of  Greeley  township,  had  just  re- 
turned from  Minnesota  with  two  hundred  and  five  head  of  cattle.  Presum- 
ably, lie  intended  to  pasture  them  on  the  ranges  of  the  north  part  of  this 
county.  In  May,  1881,  several  large  herds  of  cattle  had  passed  through 
Harlan,  bound  north  for  the  ranges. 

From  the  earliesl  times  there  were  sharp  controversies  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  adopted  or  not  the  policy  of  permitting  live  stock  to  run  at 
large.  The  Code  of  1873  provided  that  there  should  be  submitted  to  vote 
by  the  supervisors,  upon  the  presentation  of  ]>etition  to  them,  the  question  of 
"restraining  stock  from  running  at  large  between  the  hours  of  sunset  and 
sunrise."  The  man  who  was  trying  to  farm  and  had  nothing  but  smooth 
wire  to  turn  stock  usually  voted  to  have  stock  restrained,  at  least  during  tl\e 
night  time.  The  man  who  had  many  rattle  preferred  to  let  them  roam. 
The  rapid  settling  of  the  prairies  enabled  the  persons  desiring  stock  re- 
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strained  to  carry  the  proposition,  and  very  soon  there  was  no  common  range 
over  which  to  have  any  controversy.  Then  men  were  obliged  to  provide 
their  own  pastures,  and  soon  the  tame  grasses  came  to  the  rescue. 

THE  EARLY   BREEDERS  OF   REGISTERED   STOCK   OF  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

By  L.  H.  Plckard. 

The  early  settlers,  who  had  the  progressive  spirit  of  Christopher  Colum- 
bus and  took  up  the  work  of  improving  the  stock  of  our  country,  little  realized 
that  they  were  making  history  which  would  result  in  placing  Shelby  county 
on  the  pinnacle  of  fame  and  that  they  Would  live  to  see  Shelby  county  lead 
any  county  in  the  United  States  in  the  breeding  of  registered  stock.  This 
fact  is  conceded  by  the  best  authority  available  and  while  those  who  have 
been  the  prime  movers  of  late  years  in  helping  to  place  Shelby  county  at  the 
head  of  this  great  industry  are  deserving  of  great  credit,  we  must  remember 
that  much  of  our  success  is  due  to  the  early  breeders  and  their  good  judgment 
in  having  the  courage  of  their  conviction  in  investing  their  meager  earnings 
in  registered  stock  at  a  time  when  the  dollars  hung  pretty  high  and  were 
hard  to  reach.  They  were  truly  the  forerunners  of  prosperity  who  blazed 
the  way  to  fame  at  a  time  when  the  trail  was  dim.  They  did  not  travel  in 
automobiles  over  the  Lincoln  highway  and  yet,  as  now,  it  was  the  river-to- 
river  road,  but  their  trips  were  not  made  simply  for  recreation  and  pleasure, 
as  now,  but  a  necessity.  (In  fact  that  which  is  a  pleasure  today  is  a  necessity 
tomorrow.) 

In  looking  up  the  early  breeders  of  draft  horses  we  find  that  Mat 
Treweiler,  west  of  Harlan,  bought  the  first  pure-bred  Percheron  stallions, 
having  purchased  two,  one  as  early  as  1876.  Later  they  were  both  burned 
to  death,  when  Mr.  Treweiler's  barn  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Among  the 
later  breeders  of  the  draft  horses  was  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  of  Shelby;  Pritchard 
&  Brindley,  of  Monroe  township;  Taylor  Plummer,  of  Jackson;  the  Harlan 
Horse  Company,  of  Harlan ;  F.  F.  Faltonson.  of  Polk  township,  and  W.  G. 
Goodner.  of  Lincoln.  Taylor  Plummer  brought  a  grade  Percheron  stallion 
to  Shelby  county  in  1872. 

STANDARD  BRED  HORSES. 

Perhaps  but  few  people  realize  the  fact  that  the  standard-bred  horse  is 
strictly  an  American  product,  bred  and  raised  in  America  and  is  l>eing  ex- 
ported quite  extensively  to  all  parts  of  the  old  world.    They  buy  the  best 
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and  pay  good  prices,  ranging  from  ten  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  head. 
The  demand  is  growing:  in  fact,  all  of  the  foreign  countries  have  buyers  hero 
in  America,  scouring  the  country  and  taking  the  cream  of  the  land. 

Boyd  &  Watson,  of  Defiance,  were  among  the  early  breeders  of  the 
standard  bred  horses.  Among  their  leading  sires  were  "Davenant."  2:26' 4. 
sired  by  "Bellmont,"  60;  "Spokane.'"  2:15.  son  of  "Stranger."  30:30.  etc. 
They  built  a  track  and  did  quite  an  amount  of  training.  In  the  early  eighties 
Delaney  H.  I^auderhack,  of  Chicago,  established  a  stock  farm  in  Greeley 
township,  built  a  half-mile  track  and  a  big  fine  barn,  which  was  christened 
"The  Lauderback  Stock  Farm."  His  stallion,  "Almont  Cossack,'*  981,  by 
"Don  Cossack,"  980,  was  his  leading  sire. 

In  1882  L.  H.  Pickard  brought  to  Shelby  county  the  Kentucky  stand- 
ard bred  roan  horse,  "Dandy,"'  that  could  trot  a  2:20  clip.  In  1882  he 
bought  the  young  McGregor  stallion.  "Maximize,"  13657.  by  "Richard  Mc- 
Gregor," 3929.  In  1007  he  bought  the  young  stallion.  "Capo,"  2:1444,  by 
"Game  Onward,"  8105,  he  by  "Onward."  2:25^.  "Capo"  is  the  sire  of 
"R.  R.  W.,"  2:24^,  "Anna  Leigh,"  2:22.  "Rosa  Leigh,"  2:21%,  "Attorney 
Onwood."  2:19*4.  "Miss  Waivie,"  2:2814,  etc. 

Among  the  breeders  of  the  standard  bred  are  F.li  J.  I  foskins ;  W.  C. 
Hudson,  who  bred  "Kate  Bar."  by  "Capo."  and  sold  to  parties  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  state;  J.  M.  Mayer,  owner  of  "Kgo  Allerton."  by  "Allerton," 
2  :o9T/2 ;  John  McKeig.  William  and  John  Obrecht,  W.  T.  Smith,  etc. ;  J.  \V. 
Kent,  owner  of  "Easter  Lily,"  2:14)4;  Nate  C.  Booth,  owner  of  a  great 
brood  mare. 

SHETLAND  PONIES. 

Among  these  breeders  are  II.  W.  Littleton,  Perry  Maync,  Dewey  Bis- 
gard.  Joseph  Stiles  and  J.  G.  Westrope. 

In  the  early  history  of  registered  Shorthorn  cattle  the  late  T.  R.  West- 
rope  was,  no  doubt,  the  veteran  breeder  of  Shelby  county.  lie  established 
his  herd  in  1871,  coming  to  Shelby  county  in  1881.  gaining  a  national  repu- 
tation, taking  many  premiums  at  the  leading  state  fairs  and  national  stock 
shows.  In  his  dispersion  sale,  held  at  Omaha  in  1901,  he  sold  the  noted  cow. 
"Sweet  Violet."  for  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  dollars.  J.  G. 
Westrope.  a  son  of  T.  R.,  has  taken  up  in  a  modest  way  the  work  established 
by  his  father  and  is  doing  a  nice  business. 

C.  W.  Dawes,  proprietor  of  Pinehurst  Stock  Farm,  located  in  Center 
township,  is  also  one  of  the  early  breeders  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.    He  came  from  Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  to  Shelby  county 
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in  1879  and  located  on  a  part  of  his  present  farm.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  breeders  in  Iowa,  establishing  a  herd  of  Poland-China  hogs 
in  1882  and  his  Shorthorn  herd  in  1886.  Mr.  Dawes  started  right  by  buying 
the  best.  He  always  looked  for  quality  with  quantity,  and  figured  that 
the  best  was  none  too  good,  and  by  adopting  these  methods  he  soon  acquired 
one  of  the  best  herds  in  the  West.  He  has  l>een  a  successful  exhibitor  at 
many  of  the  leading  fairs  and  expositions,  including  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska 
state  fairs,  showing  against  strong  competition,  often  when  there  were  fifty 
to  sixty  animals  in  the  show  ring,  and  was  seldom  if  ever  outside  the  money. 

Pinehurst  stock  farm  is  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Iowa.  The 
buildings  and  lawns  are  ideal  and  modern,  all  being  kept  equal  to  any  resi- 
dence property  in  any  of  our  cities.  Mr.  Dawes  has  been  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  making  Iowa  what  it  stands  for  today  and  Iowa  has  been  recipro- 
cal in  making  it  possible  for  Mr.  Dawes  to  have  one  of  the  best  residence 
properties  on  easy  street,  which,  of  course,  is  located  in  Harlan.  Mr.  Dawes' 
son,  J.  L.,  superintends  Pinehurst  stock  farm. 

Charles  A.  Saunders,  proprietor  of  the  Greeley  stock  farm,  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  best  known  breeders  in  the  West,  if  by  nothing  more  than  pro- 
duction of  "Cumberland  Last,'"  a  bull  of  national  reputation.  Mr.  Saunders 
has  been  one  of  the  successful  exhibitors  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Percheron 
horses  at  all  of  the  leading  state  and  international  stock  shows.  "Cumber- 
land Last,"  229822.  is  the  sire  of  the  grand  champion  bull  of  1008,  the  junior 
champion  heifer  of  1908,  also  "Masterpiece,"  314000,  said,  by  competent 
judges,  to  be  the  best  Shorthorn  calf  in  the  world. 

At  the  great  Iowa  state  fair  of  1914  Mr.  Saunders  was  the  most  success- 
ful Shorthorn  exhibitor  at  the  fair.  Here  is  a  list  of  the  winnings:  First 
and  third  on  senior  yearling  bull :  fourth  on  junior  bull  calf;  seventh  on 
senior  yearling  heifer;  first  and  second  on  senior  yearling  calf;  champion 
bull  under  two  years;  grand  champion  bull,  any  age;  second  on  breeders' 
young  herd;  second  on  breeders'  calf  herd;  first  on  get  of  sire;  first  and 
second  on  produce  of  cow ;  also  a  large  list  of  prizes  in  grade  and  pure-bred 
steer  classes. 

When  one  stops  to  consider  that  the  Iowa  state  fair  is  the  greatest 
stock  show  in  the  world,  one  can  more  fully  realize  the  importance  of  these 
winnings.  The  writer  was  in  the  show  ring  when  many  of  these  premiums 
were  awarded  atid  in  some  of  the  classes  there  were  as  many  as  sixty-five 
animals  contesting  for  these  great  honors.  Shelby  county,  as  usual,  was  the 
largest  exhibitor  of  any  county  in  the  United  States.    Mr.  Saunders  is  also 
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a  breeder  of  Percheron  horses,  the  foundation  of  which  was  purchased 
from  M.  W.  Dunham,  of  Illinois,  in  1887. 

C.  N.  Stofferson,  proprietor  of  the  Sunset  View  stock  farm,  has  also 
one  of  the  leading  stock  farms  in  the  West,  his  buildings  being  all  modern 
and  up  to  date.  Mr.  Stofferson.  while  not  one  of  the  early  breeders,  has  a 
fine  herd  of  Shorthorn  cattle.  Poland-China  hogs  and  White  Plymouth  Rock- 
chickens.  He  is  also  a  winner  at  the  county  fair  in  carriage  teams  and 
drivers. 

W.  H.  McLaughlin,  of  Shelby  township,  is  one  of  the  big  breeders  of 
our  county,  and  is  also  one  of  our  early  breeders.  Tie  has  been  one  of  the 
boosters  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  draft  horses.  Mr.  McLaughlin's  father 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  breeders  of  Shelby  county. 

James  Long,  of  Fairview  township,  was  one  of  the  early  breeders  of 
Shorthorn  cattle,  having  bought  his  first  registered  bull  in  the  early  seventies. 

The  breeders'  directory  of  Shelby  county  shows  that  we  have  sixty-five 
breeders  that  have  herds  of  registered  Shorthorns.  We  have  in  Shelbv 
county  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  breeders  of  registered  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs.  This  has  all  came  from  the  seed  sown  by  the  early  breeders  of 
the  county. 

ABERDEEN  ANGUS, 

L.  D.  Sunderland,  of  Harlan,  was  the  first  breeder  of  Angus  cattle  in 
Shelby  county,  fie  bought  his  hrst  bull,  "Americas,"  2177,  and  the  cow, 
"Bonnie  Blue  Missic,*'  2246,  at  Kansas  City  in  1887.  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful breeder  and  laid  the  foundation  of  some  famous  Aberdeen  Angus 
herds  in  Shelby  county. 

Of  later  years  this  breed  has  l>een  most  successfully  promoted  by 
Charles  Kscher  &  Son.  who  have  not  only  a  national  reputation,  but  are  also 
the  most  extensive  American  importers  of  this  breed. 

Since  the  establishment  of  their  herd  in  180,2  they  have  enjoyed  a  line 
of  unbroken  success  in  both  show  and  sale  rings.  In  1897  they  bred  and 
fed  the  champion  car  of  yearling  steers  for  the  Chicago  stock  show.  In 
t8q8  they  won  the  champion  aged  herd  prize  at  the  Trans-'Mississippi  Ex- 
position, and  bred  and  raised  champion  bull  and  heifer  calf  at  same  show, 
and  took  many  prizes  through  the  state  fair  circuit. 

In  1901  they  raised  and  fed  the  grand  champion  car  load  of  steers 
shown  at  Pittsburg,  over  a  field  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  cars,  selling  the 
same  for  twenty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  pounds,  live  weight. 
In  1901  they  again  won  with  a  car  of  yearlings. 
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In  1902  they  won  the  grand  championship  at  the  Chicago  International, 
selling  their  load  of  steers  for  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight.  In  1904  they  exhibited  the  first  prize  yearlings  at  the  Chicago  In- 
ternational, and  outsold  the  champion  load,  which  sold  for  ten  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight.  Their  yearlings  sold  for  twelve  dollars  and 
fifty  cents.  They  won  second  at  the  Chicago  International  in  1908,  selling 
for  eleven  dollars  per  hundred  weight,  and  equaling  the  first  prize  load. 

They  have  made  four  importations  direct  from  Scotland,  in  all  about 
two  hundred  head  of  high  class  animals.  Probably  the  most  select  lot  of 
animals  ever  landed  on  our  shores  was  the  importation  of  fifty-three  head  in 
March,  1909.  Their  herd  numbers  nearly  seven  hundred  head  and  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  largest  and  most  select  herd  in  America. 

Their  dispersion  sale  in  1901  proved  the  popularity  of  their  stock,  by 
averaging  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  head, 
one  of  the  best  sales,  of  over  one  hundred  head,  June  1  and  2,  being  the  best 
of  the  season  in  America. 

Their  winnings  at  the  Iowa  state  fair  in  1914  were:  First  on  bull  three 
years  and  over;  fifth  and  sixth  on  senior  bull  calf;  fifth  on  senior  heifer 
calf;  first  on  junior  heifer  calf;  champion  bull  two  years  old;  grand  cham- 
pion bull;  third  on  breeder's  calf  herd;  second  on  produce  of  cow. 

H.  A.  Escher,  proprietor  of  Lincoln  Park,  is  also  one  of  the  early 
breeders  of  Angus  cattle.  Lincoln  Park  is  one  of  the  best  kept  farms  in 
Iowa.  Mr.  Escher  now  resides  in  Harlan  and  his  fine  residence  is  also 
located  on  easy  street.  This  is  the  most  popular  street  in  town  and  coveted 
by  every  energetic  citizen  in  Iowa,  which,  I  think,  is  located  adjacent  to  the 
golden  street  we  read  so  much  about.  M  r.  Escher  settled  in  Shelby  county  in 
1874  and  has  been  a  Shelby  county  booster  since  the  day  he  located. 

GALLOWAYS. 

R.  M.  Maxwell,  of  Douglas  township,  bought,  in  1888,  the  first  and,  I 
think,  the  only  pure  bred  Galloway  bull  in  the  county. 

RED  POLLED. 

John  W.  Robinson  has  been  breeding  the  Red  Polled  cattle,  and.  I 
think,  was  the  first  to  establish  a  registered  herd  in  Shelby  county. 
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HOLSTEINS. 

Chris  Johnson,  of  Clay  township,  established  the  first  herd  of  pure- 
bred Holstein  cattle  and  exhibited  same  at  the  Shelby  county  fair  in  the 
eighties.    Later  D.  E.  Morris  had  a  nice  herd. 

JERSEYS. 

Senator  T.  H.  Smith  (Tobe)  was  an  early  breeder  of  the  Jersey  breed. 
This  was  in  the  early  eighties,  before  Tobe  got  into  politics. 

POLAND-CHINA  HOGS. 

Maxwell  Brothers  were  (1  think)  the  first  to  establish  a  herd  of  pure 
bred  Poland-Chinas.  This  was  in  the  early  eighties.  The  last  breeders' 
directory  published  by  the  Shelby  County  bine  Stock  Exchange  shows  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  breeders  of  pure  bred  Poland-China  bogs  in  the  county. 

1)1  T  ROC   J  ERSES  s. 

Of  this  breed  the  county  directory  gives  sixty  breeders.  Some  of  the 
earlv  breeders  are  Raughtuan  &  Son,  Soren  Carlsen,  F.  J.  Copcland,  S.  L. 
Dunlap,  Charles  Escher,  Jr.,  James  and  R.  VV.  Gregory,  Prank  Hay  ward, 
Thomas  Lage,  L.  H.  Nelson.  J.  M.  Nash,  T  G.  Parker,  J.  \V.  Reynolds  & 
Son,  John  Schwery,  W.  M.  Southall.  A.  N.  Voge  and  Joseph  Woods. 

CHESTER  WHITES. 

Among  the  many  breeders  of  this  breed  will  be  found  J.  P.  Barber, 
W.  J.  Dougal,  P.  W.  Mann,  C,.  A.  Justice,  S.  J.  Philson.  O.  B.  Wilson  and 
others. 

BERKSHIRES. 

Some  of  the  early  large  breeders  wen-  or  are  J.  C.  Miller,  Pd.  Penniston, 
E.  P.  Philson,  J.  W.  White  and  J.  H.  White. 

FINE  HORSES. 

(  The  additional  matter  herein  on  the  live  stock  of  the  county  is  by  the 
editor.) 
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In  June,  1873,  H.  C.  McConnell,  of  Jackson  township,  was  the  owner 
of  a  two-year-old  stallion  which  one  of  the  local  papers  of  the  time  said  was 
one  of  the  finest  animals  in  the  county.  So  early  as  1879  Shelby  county  men 
were  producing  yearling  colts  weighing  seven  hundred  pounds  or  more.  In 
1881,  and  for  some  time  prior  thereto,  C.  M.  Downey,  of  Harlan,  owned  a 
fine  Clydesdale  stallion.  Early  in  1881,  and  for  some  time  prior  thereto. 
Thomas  Lcdwich,  of  Harlan,  owned  a  beautiful  dappled  bay  Clydesdale 
stallion  weighing  one  thousand  four  hundred  pounds,  which  he  sold  to  C.  M. 
Downey.  In  April.  1881,  J.  P.  Miller,  of  Lincoln  township,  had  just  received 
from  his  father  in  Jones  county,  a  Clydesdale  mare  a  little  over  two  years 
old,  weighing  one  thousand  four  hundred  pounds. 

FINE  DRAFT  HORSES. 

In  1879  \V.  J.  Davis  was  raising  very  fine  colts.  In  1884  P.  I.  Peterson, 
of  Elk  Horn,  had  a  pair  of  fine  Clydesdale  stallions  and  also  a  fine  Morgan- 
Messenger  pacing  stallion.  In  1887  (icorge  W.  Ickes,  of  Shelby  township, 
was  raising  fine  draft  colts.  The  Shelby  Netvs  refers  to  this  fact  as  follows: 
"George  Ickes  had  one  of  his  three-year-old  colts  in  town  last  Tuesday.  The 
animal  tipped  the  scales  at  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds.  He  will  exhibit  him  at  the  county  fair  along  with  five  others,  hav- 
ing made  six  entries.    He  feels  certain  he  can  down  them  all." 

In  1887  the  Harlan  Fine  Stock  Association  owned  two  fine  Xorman 
stallions.  "Pecha"  and  "Berna."  In  1889  T.  J.  Ryan,  of  Greeley  township, 
had  purchased  a  two-year-old  Norman  stallion,  weighing  one  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  which  cost  Mr.  Ryan  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

In  the  spring  of  1881  Peter  Mayer,  father  of  John  Mayer,  of  Defiance, 
came  to  Shelby  county,  buying  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Jefferson  township 
and  bringing  with  him  one  of  the  finest  Clydesdale  stallions  ever  owned  in 
that  part  of  the  county. 

In  1 881  J.  S.  Wilson  had  received  a  fine  trotting  stallion  from  Jasper 
county.  Town.  He  was  a  dark  chestnut,  weighing  one  thousand  one  hundred 
pounds,  was  fifteen  and  one-half  hands  high,  was  sired  by  "Reconstruction, 
Jr..''  and  had  trotted  in  three  minutes.  Tn  March.  1S87.  Orrin  Gibbs  went 
to  Rochester,  Minnesota,  to  procure  a  fine  trotting  horse,  known  as  "King 
of  the  West,"  with  a  record  of  2  130.  sired  by  "Hamdallah."  with  a  record  of 
2:26.  This  horse  was  sixteen  hands  high  and  weighed  one  thousand  two 
hundred  pounds.  One  of  the  first  thoroughbred  stallions  in  the  county  was 
"Young  Rodney."  which,  early  in  1875,  was  owned  by  George  Whitney. 
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The  horse  was  a  pure  blooded  Rodney,  six  years  old,  and  weighed  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  The  owner  ap;»ears  to  have  resided  at 
Bowman's  Grove. 

P.  B.  Hunt,  of  Harlan,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  who  liked  a  line  trotting 
horse.  One  of  the  Harlan  papers,  under  date  of  April  26,  1883,  speaks  of 
one  of  his  fine  colts  as  follows:  "P.  B.  Hunt  is  the  exceedingly  delighted 
possessor  of  the  finest  colt  in  western  Iowa,  if  not  in  the  state,  which  was 
foaled  last  Monday.  It  was  sired  by  "Durango."  the  fastest  trotting  stallion 
in  the  world;  dam  by  "Longstride,"  by  'Sweepstakes,"  by  Kysdk'a  "Hamble- 
tonian;"  second  dam  by  Seymour's  "GirTord,"  Morgan.  Jr  ;  third  dam,  by 
Rsydk's  "Hambletonian fourth  dam,  darn  of  Green's  "Bashaw,"  by  Web- 
ber's "Tom  Thumb."  fifth  dam.  dam  of  ky.-dk's  "Hambletonian."  the  Charles 
Kent  mare.  \\  t  understand  Mr.  Hutu  was  offered  three  hundred  dollar.-,  for 
the  colt  when  he  was  only  four  hours  old  and  has  a  standing  offer  of  five 
hundred  dollars  for  htm  at  weaning  time.  We  calculate  this  is  pretty  good 
evidence  that  it  pays  to  raise  line  stock  in  Shelby  county  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  note  the  fart  that  interest  is  increasing  in  that  direc- 
tion." 

A  Harlan  newspaper  of  February  28,  1 884,  has  this  to  say  of  a  fine 
young  horse  owned  by  I'.  R.  Hunt,  of  Harlan:  "We.  this  week,  turned  out  a 
tabulated  pedigree  of  P.  P..  Hunt's  fine  young  horse.  'Avenger,'  which  will 
pay  anyone  interested  in  horses  to  examine.  The  pedigree  shows  that 
'Avenger'  has  the  blood  of  the  noted  imported  'Messenger.'  through  seven- 
teen crosses:  Imported  Bell  founder,  four  crosses;  of  Hambletonian.  four 
crosses:  of  'Justin  Morgan."  three  crosses,  .uv!  Seeley's  'American  Star,' 
three  crosses.  There  are  very  few  horses  which  can  show  as  fine  ancestry. 
Nearly  all  of  'Avenger's'  near  relation-  are  noted  trotters." 

Tn  1892  W.  T.  Smith,  of  Harlan,  brought  in  two  standard-bred  yearling 
fillies,  which  he  had  purchased  at  the  Union  stock  ranch  at  N'elson,  Nebraska. 
These  colts  were  especially  fine  and  were  sired  by  "Bob  Sprague.' 

FINK  CATTI.K. 

Among  the  breeders  of  fine  cattle  in  the  early  eighties  were  Mallory 
Morgan,  Greeley  township;  Christian  Johnson  and  P.  I.  Peterson.  Clay  town- 
ship: C.  J.  McLaughlin,  F.  A.  Miller.  M.  Lawson.  J.  K.  Kdwards,  Dr.  P.  K. 
Watters  and  Harrison  Smith,  of  Shelby  township;  C.  Rold  and  A.  Samuels, 
of  Fairview  township:  S.  W.  Dayton.  Fred  Gooding.  George  H.  Miller.  C. 
W.  Daw  es.  T.  R.  \\  estrope  and  others,  of  Center  township. 
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FINE  HOGS. 

Among  the  breeders  of  hogs  were  D.  E.  Morris,  C.  J.  McLaughlin,  F.  A. 
Miller  and  R.  C.  Brown,  of  Shelby  township;  D.  Billeter  and  Fred  Gooding, 
of  Harlan  township;  George  Hay  ward,  of  Fairview  township;  D.  W.  Allen, 
of  Lincoln  township;  Peter  Mayer,  Jefferson  township;  Axline  &  Smith  and 
Maxwell  Brothers,  of  Douglas  township;  M.  K.  Campbell,  of  Harlan,  and 
others. 

J.  L.  Barber,  of  Douglas  township,  on  February  5,  1914,  sold  at  Harlan 
fifty  head  of  Chester  White  sows  for  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven- 
teen dollars  and  fifty  cents,  or  an  average  of  thirty-four  dollars  and  eighty- 
five  cents  per  head,  the  highest  average  during  the  year  for  that  breed.  Mr. 
Barber  has  exhibited  his  stock  at  many  county  and  state  fairs  with  uniformly 
successful  results.  He  has  won  prizes  at  the  Iowa  state  fair,  the  Sioux  City 
fair,  and  the  fair  held  at  Huron,  South  Dakota.  One  of  his  animals  sold  at 
one  time  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  A  writer  in  the  loiva  Home- 
stead says  that  this  is  the  highest  price  ever  brought  by  a  sow  at  a  public 
sale  of  the  Chester  White  breed.  This  paper  also  says  that  this  sale  was  one 
of  the  greatest  ever  held  of  this  breed  of  hogs.  Mr.  Barber  has  shipped  a 
number  of  animals  to  the  following  states:  Missouri,  Kansas,  Texas.  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  Indiana,  Ohio,  New  York,  Idaho.  Wyoming,  Colorado, 
South  Dakota.  North  Dakota.  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Michigan  and  Oklahoma. 

Another  man  who  has  achieved  a  reputation  much  more  than  state-wide, 
by  reason  of  the  winning  of  prizes  by  his  Chester  White  hogs,  is  Thomas  F. 
Kent,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Monroe  township,  now  residing  in  or  near 
Walnut.  Elsewhere  jn  this  chapter  reference  is  made  to  the  prizes  won  by 
him  in  a  field  of  twenty-five  or  more  exhibitors  at  the  Iowa  state  fair  in  191 2. 

There  are  many  other  breeders  who  grow  good  hogs  of  this  breed.  L. 
H.  Pickard,  himself  one  of  the  leader^  in  placing  Shelby  county  at  the  head 
of  the  procession  in  the  production  <»f  thoroughbred  stock,  has  treated  this 
subject  elsewhere. 

NEW  DAIRY  CATTLE  INTRODUCED. 

The  first  Guernsey  cattle,  a  fine  dairy  breed,  to  be  brought  into  Shelby 
county,  were  purchased  in  the  year  19 10  by  F.  L.  Kerr,  of  Jefferson  town- 
ship, son  of  C.  L.  Kerr,  and  a  trraduate  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames. 
At  the  request  of  the  author.  F.  L.  Kerr  tells  about  the  introduction  of  these 
cattle  into  Shelby  county  in  the  following  well  written  sketch: 
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"During  the  four  years  1  spent  in  college  at  Ames  my  father,  C.  L. 
Kerr,  and  1  had  been  breeding  pure-bred  Shorthorn  cattle.  The  year  fol- 
lowing, 1909-1910,  we  milked  a  number  of  the  best  milkers  of  the  herd, 
marketing  the  cream  locally  as  butterfat.  It  was  about  this  time  that  I 
became  convinced  that  dairying  and  the  breeding  of  dairy  cattle  had  a  bright 
future  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

"Several  very  noticeable  facts  led  me  to  this  conclusion.  In  the  first 
place  people  were  beginning  to  milk  more  cows,  and  cream  checks  were 
getting  to  be  almost  'legal  tender'  for  all  the  small  bills  and  expenses  of  the 
different  farms.  Again,  dairying  being  such  an  excellent  line  of  additional 
endeavor  for  the  i>ork  producer,  it  would  naturally  follow  in  this  section 
which  already  had  a  wide  reputation  in  the  production  of  pork.  Also  the 
fact  that  land  values  were  rapidly  rising  and  that  the  expenses  of  living  and 
running  a  farm  were  becoming  greater  year  by  year  pointed  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  more  intensive  methods  of  dairying  and  the  greater  returns 
therefrom  must  necessarily  replace  at  least  partially  the  less  certainly  profit- 
able system  of  beef  production.  This  has  been  the  economic  history  of  al- 
most every  agricultural  country  where  the  land  values  are  high.  Therefore, 
I  decided  to  import  some  dairy  cattle. 

"The  Guernseys  were  selected  for  several  reasons.  In  a  number  of 
public  tests  they  had  been  proved  the  most  economical  producers  of  butterfat. 
They  had  a  reputation  for  being  quiet  and  gentle  in  temperament,  which  is 
in  direct  contrast  to  that  of  some  of  the  other  dairy  breeds.  And,  above  all, 
they  produced  what  was  acknowledged  to  be  the.  highest  quality  of  dairy 
products  of  any  breed  of  cattle.  This  last  appealed  to  me  most  strongly,  for 
here  in  Iowa,  in  the  Nishnabotna  valley,  in  the  greatest  general  agricultural 
section  of  the  world,  it  seemed  to  be  that  we  should  produce  the  very  highest 
class  of  products  possible  in  order  to  be  worthy  of  our  heritage  and  of  the 
reputation  which  our  section  had  already  gained. 

"Having  won  my  mother  to  my  viewpoint  and  thereby  getting  'two- 
thirds  majority'  in  my  favor.  1  got  some  backing  and.  after  looking  around 
a  little,  selected  three  head  of  Guernsey  cattle  from  the  herd  of  A.  VV.  and 
K  K.  Fox,  Waukesha,  W  isconsin.  These  three  head,  a  cow,  a  heifer  and  a 
bull  calf,  were,  to  the  best  <>f  my  knowledge,  the  first  pure-bred  (luernsevs 
in  Shelby  county.  They  arrived  at  Mapledell  farm  on  August  2.  lqio.  The 
two  females  are  still  in  the  herd.  The  heifer  freshened  the  following  Decem- 
ber and  she,  with  the  other  cow.  succeeded  in  winning  over  the  'minority'  to 
the  cause. 

"In  191 1  I  decided  to  advertise  a  little,  so  entered  three  head  at  the  Iowa 
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state  fair.  The  returns  were  a  lot  of  experience,  some  publicity,  and  one  blue 
ribbon,  altogether  very  satisfactory.  No  members  of  the  herd  have  been 
exhibited  since  then. 

"In  July.  1912.  the  second  purchase  was  made.  It  consisted  of  two 
pure-bred  heifers  and  several  grade  heifers  and  heifer  calves  from  the  herd 
of  Wilcox  &  Stubbs.  Des  Moines.  The  second  herd  bull  was  purchased  from 
Ernst  Dengler,  Davenport,  in  February,  19 13.  The  present  herd  consists 
of  fourteen  head  of  pure-breds  and  the  same  number  of  grades,  counting  the 
three  half-bloods.  All  of  the  old  Shorthorn  stock  has  been  disposed  of.  The 
original  purchase  was  made  by  myself  in  my  own  name,  but  the  present  herd 
is  owned  by  C.  L.  Kerr  &  Son. 

"We  have  worked  into  this  business  without  plunging.  We  have  laid 
our  foundation  with  a  high  class  of  individuals.  Our  policy  was  to  get  our 
preliminary  experience  without  too  much  loss.  We  have  had  some  trouble, 
some  difficulties  and  discouragements  to  face,  just  as  anyone  who  pioneers  a 
new  proposition  must  expect.  We  have  never  had  cause  to  change  our 
opinion  of  the  breed  nor  of  its  future  outlook.  We  still  hold  the  same 
general  views  that  we  started  out  with.  We  shall  strive  to  expand  our  busi- 
ness more  rapidly  in  the  future  and  we  trust  that  ere  long  Shelby  county 
may  be  as  proud  of  her  dairy  herds  as  she  is  proud,  and  justly  so,  of  her  other 
classes  of  live  stock." 

FINE  CHICKENS. 

A  number  of  residents  of  the  county  took  a  good  deal  of  pride  in 
growing  fine  poultry.  In  1888  Dr.  W.  H.  Axline,  of  Harlan,  received  from 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  five  thoroughbred  Black  Minorca  chickens.  These 
chickens  were  imported  thoroughbreds,  one  of  them  having  taken  first  prize 
at  Toronto,  Chicago,  and  at  Jackson,  Tennessee.  It  has  been  said  that  Har- 
lan, in  1888,  was  in  the  lead  of  any  town  in  western  Iowa,  in  the  number  and 
varieties  of  fine  fowls  bred.  Among  those  who  took  pride  in  raising  fine 
chickens  were  J.  B.  Black,  Doctor  Axline,  C.  F.  Swift,  W.  H.  Stone.  D.  Z. 
Ganser,  Lewis  Gingery,  Dr.  E.  B.  Moore,  E.  A.  Reynolds.  T.  H.  Smith.  T. 
B.  Burr  and  J.  B.  Wolf. 

PRIZE  RING  ACHIEVEMENTS. 

Shelby  county  thoroughbred  stock  has  won  prizes  in  the  sharpest  com- 
petition repeatedly.  At  the  Iowa  state  fair  of  IQ12  at  Des  Moines.  Shelby 
county  was  well  represented  by  breeds  competing  for  prizes.    In  that  year 
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C.  A.  Saunders,  of  Greeley  township,  contested  with  his  Shorthorns  in  a 
field  of  twenty-seven  exhibitors,  representing  the  states  ot  Wisconsin.  Kan- 
sas, Nebraska,  Illinois,  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  He  received  the  following 
prizes:    First  on  senior  calf,  fust  on  junior  calf,  second  on  calf  herd. 

Mr.  Saunders  also  took  the  following  prizes  in  the  fat  Shorthorn  class  : 
First  on  steer  or  heifer,  two  years  old  and  under  three  ;  first  on  steer  or  heifer 
one  year  old  and  under  two;  iirsi  on  steer  or  heifer,  under  one  year  old;  first 
on  champion;  first  on  group  of  three  head. 

In  the  Iowa  Shorthorn  Specials  he  took  first  on  junior  bull  calf;  first 
on  senior  bull  calf;  first  on  junior  yearling  heifer;  fust  on  senior  heifer  calf  ; 
first  on  junior  heifer  calf;  first  on  junior  champion  cow;  first  on  calf  herd. 

Competing  in  a  held  of  thirteen  contestants  exhibiting  JTerefords.  11  aim 
&  Mayue,  of  Douglas  township,  received  tbe  following  prizes:  Fifth  on 
senior  yearling  bull,  t  rth  on  senior  yearling  heifer,  sixth  on  junior  yearling 
heifer. 

In  the  Iowa  Hereford  Special  this  firm  received  first  on  junior  yearling 
heifer,  second  on  senior  yearling  heifer,  second  on  senior  yearling  bull,  fourth 
on  junior  yearling  bull. 

In  the  Aberdeen-Angus  competition,  Diaries  Escher  &  Son,  of  Botna, 
Iowa,  took  first  on  scnioi  bull  calf,  second  on  senior  yeailing  bull. 

In  the  competition  on  Chestei  White  hogs,  in  which  twenty-five  or 
more  exhibitors  contested,  Thomas  F.  Kent,  of  Monroe  township,  won  the 
following  prizes:  First  on  sow,  eighteen  months  and  under  two  years  old; 
first  and  second  on  l>oar  and  three  sows,  over  one  year  and  under  two;  first 
on  boar  and  three  sows,  over  one  year  old.  hred  by  exhibitor:  second  and 
fourth  on  sow,  two  years  or  over;  third  on  sow,  one  year  and  under  eigh- 
teen months  old;  fourth  on  boar,  one  year  old  and  over  eighteen  months  old ; 
fourth  on  boar,  two  years  old  and  over:  second  on  boar  and  three  sows,  under 
one  year,  bred  by  exhibitor:  second  on  gel  of  -ire:  second  on  produce  of  sow. 

At  the  International  live  stock  show,  held  in  December.  1004.  at  Chicago, 
Charles  Escher,  of  Botna.  Towa,  received  first  on  carload  of  fat  cattle,  one 
year  old  and  under  two.  Illinois  Ilcrefords  took  second  and  Illinois  Angus, 
third.  Mr.  F.scher  also  took  first  premium  on  grand  champion  yearling. 
Fine  prizes  were  also  won  by  Clans  Crambeck.  of  Marne.  Iowa. 

CATTLE. 

During  the  seventies,  and  perhaps  to  a  very  limited  extent  before  that 
time,  Shelby  county  had  begun  to  fatten  cattle  for  the  market.    During  the 
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eighties  a  great  many  men  were  feeding  cattle  in  Shelby  county.  Especially 
well  known  feeders  were  T.  J.  Caldwell,  R.  M.  Dixon,  G.  B.  Blades,  T.  J. 
Ryan,  D.  W.  Uptegrove,  S.  W.  Dayton,  T.  R.  Westrope,  Z.  B.  Holcomb, 
O.  E.  Holcomb,  John  Hawley.  Alexander  McCord,  Bradley  McCord,  A.  N. 
Buckman,  Mallory  Morgan,  Joseph  Schmidt,  E.  A.  Noon,  M.  H.  Porter. 
David  Barkman,  Christian  Johnson,  Neil  Carmichael,  J.  VV.  Morgan.  Robert 
Porter  and  others.  During  the  eighties  men  almost  universally  fed  mature 
cattle  and  kept  them  until  they  weighed  one  thousand  four  hundred  to  one 
thousand  six  hundred  pounds.  Very  little  was  said  or  known  in  those  days 
about  "baby  beef." 

So  early  as  the  fall  of  1874  O.  R.  Dunnington  had  purchased  twelve 
thousand  bushels  of  corn  with  which  to  feed  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bowman's  Grove,  fie  paid  thirty-five  cents  per  bushel  for 
most  of  the  corn.  In  1875  \V.  L.  Baughn  was  feeding  cattle  and  in  April 
of  that  year  sold  eighteen  steers,  averaging  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  pounds,  for  five  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred 
weight  In  October,  1880.  II.  Baughn  was  at  Council  Bluffs  buying  cattle  to 
feed  in  Shelby  county.  In  1880  L.  D.  Sunderland  and  Dwight  Terrill  pur- 
chased, in  Clay  county,  Iowa,  seventy-seven  two-year-old  steers  for  feeding 
in  Shelby  county.  In  1882  J.  W.  Salter,  of  Lincoln  township,  brought  to 
Harlan  and  sold  to  W.  L.  Baughn  sixteen  head  of  steers,  the  average  weight 
of  which  was  one  thousand  *ix  hundred  and  six  pounds. 

FEEDERS. 

So  early  as  1870  Major  E.  A.  Collins,  of  Shelby  township,  advertised  in 
the  Shelby  County  Record  that  he  had  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of 
cattle  which  he  wished  to  have  fed  by  the  hundred.  One  of  the  first  men  to 
raise  fat  cattle  extensively  in  Shelby  county  was  Major  Collins,  who 
owned  a  ranch  northwest  of  Shelby.  In  June,  1874.  he  shipped  four  carloads 
of  cattle  to  Chicago.  A  very  early  cattle  feeder  of  Greeley  township  was 
Mallory  Morgan  During  the  winter  of  1876  and  18*77  he  was  feeding  suc- 
cessfully nearlv  a  hundred  head  of  rattle.  In  1881  \V.  J.  Davis  had  fifty 
two-year-old  steer-  i<>r  -ale.  In  18X4  T.  J.  Caldwell  purchased  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five  head  of  feeding  cattle  from  northwestern  Iowa,  and  about 
the  1st  of  September  brought  them  into  Shelby  county,  hi  Xo\cml>er.  1886, 
Dr.  E.  A.  Cobb,  of  Harlan,  had  bought  a  carload  of  cattle,  which  be  was 
feeding  on  lii>  ranch  in  Polk  township.    In  1887.  and  for  many  years  prior 
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thereto,  one  of  the  best  knuwn  stock  buyers  ami  stock  feeders  of  Shelby 
county  was  Robert  M.  Dixon,  who  lived  about  nine  miles  southeast  of  Harlan. 

In  1877  George  Kibbv,  of  Douglas  township,  sold  thirty-three  head  of 
very  fine  heavy  steers  at  $4.50  per  hundred  weight  to  T.  J.  Caldwell,  who 
at  that  time  and  for  a  number  of  years  after,  was  a  very  prominent  stock 
buyer  (father  of  Charles  Caldwell,  living  south  of  Harlan).  In  1879.  and 
for  some  years  prior  thereto,  one  of  the  best  known  stock  buyers  and  feeders 
of  Shelby  county  was  Mr.  Caldwell,  who  for  many  years  was  a  resident  of 
Bowman's  Grove.    In  1870.  for  instance,  be  bought  34  head  of  steers  trom 

E.  Meyers.  18  head  of  Fred  Sisson  and  16  head  of  L.  Sweat,  all  feeders  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bowman's  Grove.  In  1880  I).  F.  Paul,  a  prominent  feeder  of 
Cass  township,  was  putting  some  fine  steers  on  the  market,  since  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  year  he  had  sold  a  carload  of  cattle  to  T.  D.  Pratt,  a  well  known 
buyer  of  Harlan,  which  Mr.  Pratt  considered  the  finest  looking  steers  be  had 
seen  for  a  long  time,  none  of  the  animals  weighing  less  than  one  thousand 
six  hundred  pound? 

Among  the  prominent  feeders  of  cattle  and  hogs  in  Douglas  township  in 
1887  were  Messrs.  T.  B.  Fairchild.  David  Carter.  Mr.  Hamdorf,  Phillip 
Hann  and  Mr.  Swart zenbaugh.  Tn  1887  among  the  prominent  feeders  of 
Shelby  township  were  R.  M.  Pomeroy.  Fred  Kecncy  and  Hiram  Watkins. 
who  at  that  time  bad  brought  in  tit  head  of  voting  eattle.  purchased  in  Mon- 
roe county,  this  state.  In  the  fall  of  1887  Charles  Fscher.  Sr..  of  Harlan, 
had  purchased  in  Iowa  county,  at  £3  per  hundred  weight,  two  carloads  of 
three-year-old  steers  which  he  intended  to  feed  in  Shelby  county.  On  May 
22,  i88q,  an  extra  large  shipment  of  live  stock  went  out  of  Harlan,  fed  by 
well-known  feeders,  and  consisting  of  5  10  head.  The  owners  of  the  different 
cars  of  cattle  were  T.  R.  West  rope.  Cyrus  Graves,  Horace  Graves,  all  of 
Center  township,  and  H.  TI.  Paup.  of  Lincoln  One  of  Mr.  Westropc's  cattle, 
a  two-year-old  past,  weighed  more  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds. 
Incidentally,  as  indicating  the  producing  power  of  Shelby  county,  it  might 
be  mentioned  that  besides  the  1 10  head  of  cattle,  the  train  also  hauled  10 
cars  or  more  of  corn  and  some  way  freight,  the  entire  train  containing  39 
cars.  In  1889  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  feeders  of  cattle  in 
Lincoln  township  was  L.  C.  Lewis     In  September.  1889.  he  sold  to  YV.  H. 

F.  rrett.  now  a  resident  of  Harlan,  a  well -known  stock  buyer  of  that  time.  58 
head  of  steers  at  $4  and  $4.05  per  hundred  weight  One  carload  of  to,  aver- 
aged 1500  pounds  and  the  other  y)  weighed  on  an  average  1628  pounds. 
In  1889  Peter  Mortcnsen.  of  Jackson  township,  delivered  to  \V.  L.  Baughn 
18  head  of  steers  that  averaged  1,500  pounds     Following  the  International 
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Live  Stock  Show  at  Chicago  in  1903,  Charles  Escher  sokl  three  carloads  of 
his  Aberdeen-Angus  for  $7.65  per  hundred  weight ;  a  carload  of  Herefords 
at  the  same  time  sold  at  $6.40  per  hundred  weight,  and  a  carload  of  Short- 
horns at  $6.10  per  hundred  weight.  Among  the  heavy  Lincoln  township 
feeders  of  cattle  were  Axline  &  Smith,  J.  P.  Miller  and  D.  W.  Allen.  These 
three  feeders  shipped  a  train  load  of  hogs  and  cattle  from  Harlan  in  May, 
1892. 

The  Shelby  News  of  June  9,  1892,  refers  to  the  work  of  Senator  W.  F. 
Cleveland,  of  Harlan,  as  a  feeder  when  residing  in  Shelby  township,  as  fol- 
lows: "W.  F.  Cleveland  sold  to  Hite  Smith  this  week  the  cattle  and  hogs 
he  has  been  feeding  on  the  Collins  farm  north  of  town.  The  lot  consisted  of 
116  head  of  steers  and  93  head  of  hogs;  96  of  the  steers  averaged  1,490 
pounds  and  the  hogs  260  pounds.  They  were  shipped  on  Tuesday  to  Chicago, 
making  II  carloads.  They  represented  a  monied  valuation  of  $7,847.16.  A 
lot  of  hogs  were  shipped  some  time  ago." 

HOGS. 

Shelby  county  began  raising  large  hogs  at  a  very  early  date.  B.  L. 
Leland,  of  Inland's  Grove,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Cass  township,  called 
attention  to  Shelby  count)  in  1858,  since  in  the  Council  Bluffs  Nonpareil  of 
November  20,  1858,  there  appears,  under  the  title  of  "Hoggish,"  the  follow- 
ing bit  of  news:  "A  Mr.  Leland,  of  Shelby  county,  brought  to  this  city  a 
few  days  since  a  hog  sixteen  months  old,  which  netted  500  pounds.  Can 
anybody  in  Pottawattamie  county  show  a  larger  hog?" 

In  1881  J.  W.  Morgan,  of  Monroe  township,  delivered  to  Bowles  & 
Gibson  some  eight-months'-okl  pigs  that  averaged  260  pounds.  In  Novem- 
ber. 1883,  Clark  Mansfield,  a  Shelby  county  feeder,  delivered  to  Winters  & 
Morgan  six  hogs  averaging  413  2-3  pounds.  These  were  probably  among 
the  best  hogs  of  the  township  that  year. 

One  of  the  famous  successful  growers  and  feeders  of  hogs  and  cattle 
in  Shelby  county  was  George  Eokars,  of  Douglas  township,  at  one  time  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county.  In  January,  1889,  he 
delivered  at  Kirkman,  Iowa,  to  Burk  &  Graham  forty-five  head  of  hogs  that 
averaged  380  pounds  and  twenty-five  head  that  averaged  432J/2  pounds,  for 
which  he  received  $4.65  per  hundred  weight.  Mr.  Eokars  at  this  time  was 
of  the  opinion  that  by  feeding  his  corn  to  these  hogs  he  had  received  45  cents 
per  bushel  for  the  corn. 
(24) 
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SHEEP. 

Among  the  earlv  men  to  handle  .sheep  was  P.  Hilleter.  of  Harlan  town- 
ship, who,  in  the  fall  of  1K77.  purchased  three  hundred  sheep  in  Missouri, 
later  pasturing  the  same  on  his  farm.  Sheep  were  also  handled  early  to  some 
extent  by  Dr.  P.  B.  Allen  and  George  Allen,  of  Clay  and  Jackson  townships  ; 
also  by  George  D.  Ross,  of  Harlan,  and  by  the  Maxwells,  of  Douglas  town- 
ship, C.  C.  Redfield,  E.  J.  Currier,  Alexander  Maxwell.  Today  the  feeding 
of  sheep  and  lambs  has  become  an  important  industry  in  Shelby  county. 
Without  doubt  the  heaviest  feeder  along  this  line  is  D.  Sullivan,  of  Wash- 
ington township.  He  has  handled  probably  thirty  to  forty  thousand  sheep 
in  a  single  year  recently.  Many  feeders  handle  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
lambs  annually  in  the  county. 

Shelby  county  feeders  of  cattle,  hogs,  sheep  and  lambs  have  often  re- 
ceived the  very  top  of  the  Chicago  market  on  the  day  on  which  their  ship- 
ments were  sold.  There  appears  not  to  be  kept  any  definite  record  of  all  of 
these  sales,  so  that  the  author  was  unable  to  secure  much  definite  information. 
He  wrote  a  numl)er  of  the  commission  houses  of  Chicago,  but  received  reply 
only  from  McCausland,  Hoag  &  Vaughn.  The  letter  written  by  Mr.  Hoag 
is  herewith  set  out : 

"We  acknowledge  herewith  receipt  of  your  favor  of  July  13th,  and 
which  has  been  fully  noted.  Now,  Mr.  White,  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
give  you  all  or  very  many  of  the  top  sales  of  cattle  and  hogs  which  we  have 
made  from  your  county,  as  we  keep  no  record  of  them,  any  more  than  as  we 
barely  remember  some.  It  would  not  be  possible  to  go  through  all  of  our 
account  of  sales  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  and  check  up  our  sales  from 
that  county,  and  we  would  have  to  have  Drovers'  Journals  of  even  dates  there- 
with, to  ascertain  when  we  topped  the  market. 

"We  sold  for  J.  W.  White,  on  December  18,  1912,  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  lambs,  weighing  seventy-six  pounds;  all  went  straight  at  eight  dollars, 
extreme  top  of  the  market.  We,  at  one  time,  had  a  very  prime  drove  of 
cattle  from  P.  T.  Nelson,  which  topped  the  market  three  times  on  one  day; 
he  had  the  highest  priced  cattle  on  that  day,  also  the  second  highest,  and  his 
tail  ends  sold  as  high  as  any  other  cattle  on  the  market  that  day. 

"It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Nelson  might  be  able  to  resurrect  the  account 
of  sales  for  those  cattle,  which  would  give  you  the  date  and  all  the  particu- 
lars. Presume  that  George  P.lades,  of  Irwin.  Iowa,  who  has  been  the  biggest 
shipper  from  that  county  for  many  years,  has  topped  the  market  more  often 
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than  any  one,  on  both  cattle  and  hogs,  as  he  has  not  only  bought  many  prime 
cattle  and  hogs,  but  has  fed  many,  and  we  think  he  would  be  a  good  man  to 
go  to  for  statistics.  Charles  Escher,  of  your  county,  we  think,  has  had  as 
many  or  more  grand  champions  and  prize  winners  at  the  International  than 
any  other  man  in  the  state,  and  we  presume  could  give  you  much  valuable 
information  along  that  line. 

"Your  county  has  the  reputation  of  furnishing  many  prime  cattle  and 
hogs  to  this  market.  Our  judgment  would  be  that  Shelby  county  has  pro- 
duced more  grand  champions  and  prize  winners  at  the  International  Live 
Stock  Exposition  than  any  other  county  in  the  state  and  which  I  think  you 
can  verify  by  Mr.  Escher. 

"I  am  also  under  the  impression  that  your  father  has  probably  topped 
the  market  many  times  on  hogs  and  cattle,  and  almost  always  on  lambs,  but 
we  cannot  give  you  the  dates ;  in  fact,  we  are  under  the  impression  that  nearly 
every  one  of  your  farmers  have  at  some  time  topped  the  market. 

Inquiry  develops  that  H.  A.  Escher.  formerly  of  Lincoln  township, 
Soren  Olsen,  of  Monroe  township.  Chris  Anderson  formerly  of  Jefferson 
township,  and  undoubtedly  a  hundred  others  have  brought  honor  to  the  county 
in  this  way.    The  author  wishes  he  could  have  secured  all  of  their  names. 

MANUFACTURING. 

Primarily,  of  course.  Shelby  county  has  never  been  a  manufacturing 
community.  Nevertheless,  there  has  from  the  earliest  days  been  some  manu- 
facturing done.  Beginning  with  the  pioneer  days,  men  were  skillful  in  the 
use  of  tools  and  machinery.  At  a  very  early  date  William  W.  Reed  at 
Galland's  Grove,  operated  a  sawmill  which  made  lumber  from  the  native 
timber  there.  In  1S59.  T.  B.  Swain  built  a  sawmill  there.  In  1857,  Jona- 
than Wyland  established  at  Bowman's  Grove  the  first  sawmill  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county.  He  had  operated  a  sawmill,  woolen-mill  and  flouring- 
mill  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Wyland  was  obliged  to  have  the  machinery  for  this 
sawmill  hauled  by  team  from  Iowa  City.  There  was  also  operated  in  the 
early  sixties  at  Hacktown  another  sawmill.  There  was  also  another  in  Tark- 
ington's  Grove  in  Washington  township. 

In  the  early  days  men  fashioned  their  household  and  school  furniture 
from  the  native  timber.  One  of  the  Cuppy's  Grove  schools  had  walnut  seats 
and  desks.  I.  B.  Stutzman  informs  the  author  that  all  the  houses  in  the  very 
earliest  days  of  the  county  had  either  few  or  no  chairs  at  all.  and  that  the 
characteristic  request  made  to  visitors  was  "Take  a  stool."    These  stools 
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were  without  backs.  When  Mr.  Stutzman  came  to  Bowman's  Grove  in  1856, 
since  he  was  a  carpenter,  he  made  chairs  of  puncheons,  and  he  also  took  a 
store  box  and  made  an  old  fashioned  corner  table.  He  used  a  walnut  slab 
for  the  table,  one-and-one-half  feet  wide,  and  ten  feet  or  slightly  less  in 
length,  planing  the  slab  down  to  a  thickness  of  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  one- 
eighth.  He  fixed  the  table  so  that  it  had  leaves  and  might  be  extended.  He 
also  made  a  >ettee  of  walnut  that  had  rockers,  on  which  four  persons  might  be 
seated  comfortably  at  one  time. 

During  the  late  fifties  and  sixties  brick  were  manufactured  from  the 
clay  here.  Prom  this  brick  the  earliest  school  houses  were  constructed. 
Among  the  pion<  t  brick  manufacturers  of  the  seventies  and  eighties  were 
Thomas  Harford.  1'.  T.  NTelson  and  J.  P.  Sorensen,  the  two  last  named 
making  must  of  the  brick  that  went  into  the  fine  brick  blocks  that  were  erected 
by  James  M.  1-ong  about  1881  and  iSS_\  and  by  others  who  followed  his 
lead.     In  18X4  J.  C.  Kelly  made  brick  at  Karling. 

Sorghum  molasses  was  made  at  a  very  early  day.  I.  P.  W  viand  was 
probably  one  of  the  first  men  to  manufacture  it.  During  war  times  it  was 
much  used  as  a  substitute  for  sugar.  I-ater.  it  was  made  by  many  different 
persons  and  this  product  of  very  line  quality  is  being  manufactured  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  county  today. 

The  first  flouring  mill  in  Shelby  county  was  erected  by  J.  VV.  Chatburn 
in  to  which  men  at  first  came  thirty  to  fifty  miles  to  have  their  grain 

ground.  Mr.  Chatburn  also  erected  a  steam  mill  at  Shelby  in  1868.  Later 
Isaac  Plum  ran  a  steam  flouring  mill  in  Harlan.  Later  yet  Rasmussen  & 
Son  began  to  manufacture  flour,  which  manufacture  they  yet  conduct  under 
the  name  of  the  Harlan  City  Roller  Mills,  shipping  their  flour  to  various 
points  in  Iowa  and  elsewhere.  About  1870  William  Tibbotts  &  Son  ran  a 
flouring  mill  for  a  short  time  near  the  present  site  of  Irwin.  For  a  short 
time  in  the  eighties  there  was  a  flouring  mill  at  Panama 

In  1882  John  Schnuettgcn  was  operating  a  pop  factory  in  Harlan.  For 
many  years  Cass  &  McArthur  made  cultivators,  plow  s,  buggies,  wagons,  etc. 
Earlier  Mr.  Cass  had  made  carriages  and  wagons.  Tn  1874  Smith  &  Thomp- 
son, at  Shelby,  were  making  wagons.  At  various  times  Harlan  has  had  cigar 
factories,  among  those  operating  them  being  W.  W.  Wyland,  Gish  &•  Vierck. 
Fritz  Brothers.  C.  O.  White  and  others.  Sonneland  &  Anderson  in  the  early 
nineties  operated  a  foundry  in  Harlan.  Ledwich.  Hunt  &  Long  manufac- 
tured a  patent  fence  in  1881.  Tn  1.877  this  advertisement  appeared  in  a  Har- 
lan paper:  "D.  D.  Downs  makes  a  good  No.  I  French  calf  boot  for  seven 
dollars."    Henry  Custer  tells  me  that  his  father  had  P.  H.  Longcor  of  Row- 
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man's  Grove,  make  six  pairs  of  boots  at  one  time  for  the  Custer  family  at  a 
very  early  date.  E.  J.  Hansen  manufactures  in  Harlan  a  hobby  horse  that 
he  has  invented.    D.  M.  Deen  makes  and  sells  monuments. 

Harlan  factories  manufacture  gasoline  engines,  carpet  looms,  and  can 
sweet  corn,  all  of  which  products  have  a  ready  sale.  T.  K.  Nelson  has 
patented  the  gasoline  engine  and  J.  M.  Deen  the  carpet  loom.  The  Harlan 
Creamery  Company  manufactures  artificial  ice  and  also  makes  ice  cream. 
Samuel  A.  Watters  at  an  early  date  made  brooms,  as  did  George  S.  Rainbow. 
James  Watkins  makes  them  today.  H.  G.  Baker  manufactures  a  pipe-pusher, 
advertising  devices,  etc.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  additional  factories  will  be 
established  in  the  county,  since  there  is  much  labor  unemployed  during  the 
winter. 

CANNING  INDUSTRY. 

One  of  the  most  important  factories  in  Shelby  county  is  that  of  the 
Merrell  Canning  Company  at  Harlan.  It  was  established  by  A.  R.  Merrell. 
of  Harlan,  in  1003,  with  the  encouragement  of  the  Harlan  Commercial  Ex- 
change. The  company  was  incorporated  and  enlarged  in  1904.  The  corpora- 
tion at  present  consists  of  the  following  sole  stockholders:  G.  L.  Merrell, 
A.  R.  Merrell,  Irving  S.  Merrell,  Lewis  C.  Merrell,  Edward  O.  Merrell.  The 
annual  output  of  the  Harlan  factory  is  six  hundred  thousand  to  one  million 
cans.  Four  to  seven  hundred  acres  of  sweet  corn  is  grown  annually  for  the 
use  of  this  factory.  During  the  canning  season  the  company  employs  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  women  at  the  factory.  The  Har- 
lan factory  maintains  a  high  standard  of  quality  and  is  situated  so  as  to 
obtain  proper  freight  rates.  Several  of  the  largest  wholesale  grocers  of 
Colorado  began  buying  the  Harlan  corn  at  the  opening  of  the  factory  and 
have  continued  to  purchase  largely  every  year  up  to  the  present. 

THE  TAME  GRASSES. 

One  or  two  early  histories  of  Shelby  county  are  authority  for  the  claim 
that  at  first  the  tame  grasses  could  not  be  successfully  grown  in  Shelby 
county.  There  may  have  been  some  difficulty  at  first  in  securing  a  stand 
of  timothy  and  clover,  but  blue  grass  appears  to  have  flourished  as  soon  as 
sown  here.  A  number  of  men  in  the  late  seventies  and  early  eighties  sowed 
blue  grass  seed  on  the  prairie  sod.  where  it  took  hold  at  once  and  flourished. 
The  author  is  informed  that  Jonathan  \\  viand,  who  came  to  Douglas  town- 
ship in  1855.  sowed  clover  and  timothy  and  was  successful  with  these  grasses. 


Digitized  by  Google 


374 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOW  A. 


Within  the  last  ten  years  many  Shelby  county  fanners  have  sown 
alfalfa  and  are  securing  successful  results.  At  one  tinv  it  was  thought  that 
alfalfa  could  not  be  grown  here  successfully,  but  the  growing  of  it  has  now 
passed  the  experimental  stage. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  land  of  Shelby  county  is  extremely 
rolling,  there  is  great  need  of  renew  ing  the  soil,  or  as  the  agricultural  w  riters 
put  it,  the  humus,  on  the  points  of  the  bills  and  on  the  steeper  slopes.  Clover, 
therefore,  has  been  a  particularly  useful  plant  in  this  connection.  In  Shelby 
county  it  has  been  all  that  lugersoll  says  of  it  and  more.  He.  it  will  be  re- 
called, in  one  of  his  best  literary  passages,  said: 

"A  wonderful  thing  is  clover.  It  means  honey  and  cream;  that  is  to 
say.  industry  and  contentment ;  that  is  to  say.  the  happy  bees  in  the  perfumed 
fields,  and  at  the  cottage  gate.  Old  Bos,  the  bountiful,  chewing  satisfaction's 
end,  in  that  blessed  twilight  pause,  that  like  a  benediction  falls  between  all 
toil  and  sleep.  The  clover  makes  me  dream  of  happy  hours- — of  childhood's 
rosy  cheeks,  of  dimpled  babies,  of  wholesome,  loving  wives,  of  honest  men. 
of  springs  and  brooks  and  violets  and  all  there  is  of  painless  joy  and  peaceful 
human  life.  A  wonderful  word  is  closer.  Drop  the  letter  V  and  you  have 
the  happiest  of  mankind.  Take  away  the  V  and  V  and  you  have  the  only 
thing  that  makes  a  heaven  of  this  (hill  and  barren  earth." 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  there  were  two  varieties  of  native  clover  in 
Shelby  county  at  an  early  date.  One  variety  was  larger  than  the  w  hite  clover 
and  had  white  blossoms.    It  was  usually  found  along  the  edge  of  the  sloughs. 

So  early  as  1859  thirty-six  bushels  of  grass  seed  were  reported,  but  the 
census  rei>orts  do  not  indicate  whether  this  was  clover,  timothy,  or  both. 
N'o  other  grass  seed  is  reported  until  1869  when  ten  bushels  was  produced; 
in  1870.  thirteen  bushels,  and  in  1875.  thirty-nine  bushels. 

After  a  trip  made  by  him  to  Illinois,  in  1877,  J.  VV.  Chatburn, 
always  an  enterprising  citizen,  was  urging  Shelby  county  farmers  to  sow  the 
tame  grasses.    He  said  in  an  article  published  by  one  of  the  papers; 

•'1  found  one  redeeming  quality:  that  is.  their  tame  grasses;  their  mead- 
ows and  pastures  look  well  and  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  in  Shelby 
county  ought  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  raising  of  tame  grasses,  for  the 
time  is  near  at  hand  when  we  will  not  have  the  prairie  for  our  pasture  and 
hav  lain!  as  now.  Our  long  feeding  season  can  be  cut  shorter  by  a  month, 
for  tame  grass  makes  a  pasture  until  snow  covers  it  up  and  in  the  spring  it  is 
earlier  than  prairie,  and  now  in  conclusion  let  me  say  that  when  any  one 
leaves  Shelby  county  to  find  a  better  place  to  live  in  and  he  more  sure  of  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


375 


return  for  his  labor  he  will  have  to  travel  a  long  time  and  further  than  I 
have  done." 

During  the  seventies  a  number  of  Illinois  farmers,  who  had  grown  the 
tame  grasses  in  that  state,  began  the  successful  growing  of  them  in  Shelby 
county.  Among  these  Illinois  farmers  might  be  mentioned  Charles  Graves 
and  Horace  Graves,  who  in  Center  township  grew  very  successful  clover 
before  1880.  In  1877  J.  P.  McEwen,  a  Scott  county,  Iowa,  man,  sowed  a 
half  bushel  of  clover  seed,  from  which  it  appears  from  the  Shelby  News  he 
received  seventy-one  loads  of  clover  hay.  Polk  Taylor,  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship, appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  men  to  sow  any  considerable 
quantity  of  alsike  clover.  In  1886  he  had  twelve  acres  of  it,  which  he  was 
growing  very  successfully. 

In  1882,  M.  V.  Best,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  and  most  successful 
farmers  of  Shelby  township,  brought  to  the  editor  of  the  Shelby  News,  of 
Shelby,  a  sample  of  timothy,  grown  on  his  farm,  the  heads  being  from  six  to 
eight  inches  in  length,  at  that  time  Mr.  Best  having  about  sixty  acres  seeded 
to  tame  grasses. 

ORDER  OF  THE  PATRONS  OF  HUSBANDRY,  OR  GRANGE. 

One  of  the  most  noted  and  earliest  of  the  farmers'  organizations  designed 
to  promote  their  best  interests  was  the  Grange,  properly  designated  as  the 
Order  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  This  organization  was  chartered  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  (in  December  4,  1867,  by  O.  H.  Kelley,  William  Saunders 
and  others.  Similar  societies  were  established  in  other  places,  but  the  great 
development  of  the  order  did  not  begin  until  1873,  in  which  year  a  national 
organization  was  formed  with  twenty-one  subordinate  granges. 

So  early  as  1872,  the  number  of  local  granges  in  Iowa  exceeded  five 
hundred  and  new  granges  were  being  organized  every  week.  A  state  lecturer 
was  employed  who  traveled  over  the  state  explaining  the  purpose  of  the 
order  and  assisting  in  the  establishment  of  the  local  granges.  The  most 
astonishing  rapidity  of  the  spread  of  the  organization  was  in  Iowa  where, 
within  two  years  following  1873,  the  members  numbered  over  one  hundred 
thousand. 

In  March,  1874.  Iowa  was  first,  with  1,955  organizations  and  Missouri 
second,  with  1.832;  Indiana  third  with  I.763.  Iowa,  as  a  state,  was  first 
organized  in  January,  1871.  Minnesota  in  February.  1869.  Most  of  the 
state  granges  were  organized  in  1873.  a  few  in  1872. 

The  order  was  secret,  with  a  simple  ritual.    Its  membership  was  open 
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to  both  sexes  and  to  young  people  as  well  as  adults.  Its  technical  organiza- 
tion consisted  of  three  bodies,  the  National  Grange,  composed  of  the  masters 
of  the  state  Granges  and  their  wives;  the  state  Grange,  consisting  of  dele- 
gates from  the  local  Granges;  and  the  local  or  subordinate  Granges.  The 
local  Granges  consisted  of  four  degrees,  Laborer.  Cultivator,  Harvester  and 
Husbandman,  for  men;  and  Maid.  Shepherdess,  (Meaner  and  Matron,  for 
women.  The  state  Grange  has  a  fifth  degree  (Pomona)  :  the  national  Grange 
a  sixth  (Fobra).  and  members  of  the  national  Grange,  who  have  served  one 
year,  are  eligible  to  a  seventh  degree  (Ceres). 

In  its  earlier  stages  the  Grange  was  influential  in  securing  legislation 
favorable  to  the  farmer,  especially  by  way  of  railway  rate  regulation.  To 
the  Iowa  Grange  in  1874  belongs  the  credit  largely  for  the  first  law  that 
undertook  systematically  to  control  railway  rates.  Laws  similar  to  the  Iowa 
laws  were  soon  passed  through  the  activity  of  the  Grange  in  other  states  and 
the  passage  of  the  interstate  commerce  law  by  Congress  in  1887  was  largely 
due  to  the  same  influence. 

Leading  Shelby  county  farmers  were  a  part  of  this  great  movement 
during  the  seventies.  Later  during  the  eighties  many  of  the  members  of 
the  Grange  went  into  the  banners'  Alliance,  and  the  Grange  in  Shelby  county 
soon  fell  into  decay.  There  are.  however,  today  many  Granges  elsewhere, 
and  there  are  yet  residing  in  Shelby  county  a  number  of  men  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  local  lodges  in  Shelby  county. 

In  1873  steps  were  being  taken  to  organize  a  subordinate  Grange  at 
Harlan.  The  persons  whose  names  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  the  time 
were  James  Harvey.  J.  H.  Louis,  ().  A.  Gibbs  and  W.  J.  Davis. 

Tn  March.  1873.  the  citizens  of  Harlan  and  vicinity  met  at  the  Masonic 
hall  and  were  duly  organized  into  a  Grange.  The  charter  was  expected  to 
arrive  from  the  national  Grange  at  Washington,  D.  C,  within  a  short  time 
following  the  meeting. 

On  June  27.  1874.  there  was  held  at  the  Grange  hall  in  Harlan  a  con- 
vention to  organize  the  county  council  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  as  the 
Grange  was  called.  The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  Deputy  David 
Carter. 

The  meetings  of  the  Harlan  Grange  seemed  to  have  been  well  attended, 
for  at  the  meeting  in  February,  1874.  about  one  hundred  persons  were  present 
at  a  dinner  and  social  gathering. 

Tn  1873,  forty  charter  members  had  enrolled  their  names  in  the  Rotna 
Grange  at  Harlan.  The  following  were  the  elective  officers  of  this  grange: 
W.  J.  Davis,  master:  William  Wyland.  secrctarv ;  I   P.  Wyland.  treasurer: 
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W.  P.  Chance,  overseer;  John  L.  Long,  steward;  T.  Hathaway,  assistant 
steward;  R.  \V.  Robins,  lecturer;  Martin  Poling,  chaplain;  L.  L.  Jarvis, 
gate-keeper.  The  women  officers  are  Mrs.  J.  H.  Louis,  Mrs.  \V.  P.  Chance 
and  Mrs.  William  Wyland. 

The  Douglas  Grange  Xo.  002.  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  met  at  dill's 
school  house.  David  Carter  was  master  and  A.  N.  Buckman,  secretary. 
This  Grange  was  organized  in  Douglas  tow  nship. 

The  Pleasant  Ridge  (irange  published  resolutions  adopted  on  the  death 
of  James  Jensen,  a  member  who  died  April  io,  1874.  The  committee  was  S. 
L.  Masterly,  K.  L.  Stamm  and  Jacob  Watland.  This  was  a  Lincoln  township 
( irange. 

In  1874  the  (irange  Building  Association  had  purchased  the  lot  east  of 
Longcor  &•  Sweat's  boot  and  shoe  store,  in  Harlan,  where  they  planned  to 
erect  a  building  sixty  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide  and  twenty-two  feet 
in  height,  the  upper  story  to  be  used  as  a  hall  for  the  meeting  of  the  Patrons, 
and  the  first  floor  as  a  store  room,  for  rent.  The  contract  for  erecting  the 
building  was  let  to  R.  Douglas.  At  this  time  the  secretary  of  the  Grange 
Building  Association  was  C.  C.  Redficld. 
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PROTESTANT  CH  URCHES  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

The  pioneers  of  Shelby  county  were  essentially  religious  men  and  women. 
They  brought  with  them  their  religious  institutions.  The  revival  or  pro- 
tracted meeting  was  a  typical  institution.  So  early  as  1868  the  Methodists 
were  holding  a  revival  at  Bowman's  Grove,  conducted  by  Rev.  VV.  T.  Smith. 
In  February,  1874,  Rev.  Peermau.  of  Atlantic,  was  holding  revival  meetings 
at  Howlett's  Grove,  in  Fairview  township.  In  October,  1870,  Rev.  Gilman 
Parker,  of  the  Harlan  Baptist  church,  was  holding  revival  meetings  in  Doug- 
las township.  In  October,  1876,  Elder  Berry,  of  the  Harlan  Christian  church, 
was  holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  court  house  in  Harlan.  In  March, 
1877,  Rev.  Gilman  Parker  was  holding  a  revival  meeting  at  Shelby.  A  Meth- 
odist camp  meeting  was  held  at  Cuppy's  Grove  in  August.  1878.  In  January, 
1876,  protracted  meetings  were  being  held  at  the  French  school  house  in 
Douglas  township,  and  at  Harlan.  In  January,  1877.  Rev.  Charles  Ashton, 
of  the  Harlan  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  was  holding  revival  meetings  at 
Bowman's  Grove. 

Among  the  very  earliest  religious  workers  in  Shelby  county  were  Elder 
Thomas  Dobson  and  Elder  John  A.  Mcintosh,  of  the  Latter- Day  Saints 
church,  Rev.  Kirtland  Card.  Rev.  W.  T.  Smith.  T.  McK.  Stuart  and  William 
McGinniss  for  the  Methodists,  and  Judge  II.  A.  Tarkington.  who.  it  is  said, 
preached  the  first  sermon  at  Harlan  in  1859;  Rev.  A.  Johnson,  a  Methodist, 
who  worked  at  intervals  in  Harlan,  in  Fairview  township,  where  he  resided, 
and  at  Shelby;  Rev.  John  M.  Cox.  a  Baptist,  who  came  in  the  sixties,  and 
many  others.  One  of  the  hard  workers  in  the  seventies  was  Rev.  Gilman 
Parker,  above  mentioned.  A  Harlan  paper  of  April  24.  1870.  mentions  his 
w  ork  thus : 

"Last  Sunday  was  a  lively  day  tor  Rev.  Gilman  Parker,  of  the  Baptist 
church.  He  preached  in  his  church  in  the  morning,  taught  a  class  in  Sunday 
school,  preached  a  sermon  in  the  afternoon,  performed  a  marriage  ceremony, 
drove  eighteen  miles  and  organized  a  new-  Sabbath  school,  and  preached  in 
the  evening.  Bible  class,  new  Sunday  school,  three  sermons,  eighteen  miles 
and  a  wedding.  Xext." 
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These  pioneer  preachers  were  worthy  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived, 
and  were  alert  and  active  in  every  good  work,  sharing  the  hardships  of  their 
parishioners. 

A  letter  written  by  Rev.  \V.  T.  Smith,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  De- 
cember 29,  1909.  throws  much  light  upon  the  conditions  surrounding  religious 
work  in  Shelby  county  in  1867,  which  will  soon  be  fifty  years  ago.  At  that 
time  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  had  societies  at  Harlan,  Bowman's  Grove 
and  Howlett's  Grove,  together  with  a  number  in  Pottawattamie  county,  the 
Harlan  circuit  at  that  time  including  a  strip  of  territory  forty  miles  long 
and  but  a  few  miles  wide,  lying,  generally  speaking,  within  the  valleys  of  the 
'Botna  river. 

In  1868  the  Harlan  Methodist  Episcopal  class  was  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing members:  R.  M.  Smith,  leader;  William  McGinniss,  Mary  Mc- 
Ginniss,  Amelia  J.emoreaux,  Travis  Dennis.  Margaret  Dennis,  John  Bur- 
roughs, Mr.  Bergstresser,  Elizabeth  Woodruff,  Lucy  Adams,  Mrs.  Brazec, 
Hattie  Long,  Mrs.  I^emoreaux.  D.  D.  Downs,  Mrs.  Kinsey,  Isaac  Wilcox. 

On  May  31,  1868,  Rev.  Smith  baptised  a  number  of  persons,  including 
the  following:  Hattie  Long.  John  McConnell,  Cassie  McConnell,  Elizabeth 
McConnell,  Julia  McConnell,  Scott  McConnell.  Josephine  Poling,  Effie 
Swinehart,  Emma  Swinehart.  Nearly  all  of  these  persons  were  residents  of 
Bowman's  Grove  and  came  into  the  church  as  a  result  of  a  revival  held  there 
in  January,  1868,  at  which  time  eighteen  persons  joined  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

The  early  preachers  were  practical  men,  able  and  willing  to  lend  a  hand 
to  help  in  the  work  necessary  to  be  done.  For  instance,  Rev.  Smith  hauled 
from  Bowman's  Grove  sills  hewn  from  logs  cut  in  the  timber  there.  These 
sills  he  brought  to  Harlan  by  means  of  his  ponies,  which  were  at  that  time 
hitched  to  a  wagon  with  a  coupling  pole  suitably  lengthened.  The  salary  of 
Rev.  Smith  from  the  whole  charge  which  he  served  was:  First  quarter, 
$9778;  second  quarter,  $115.15;  third  quarter,  $120.91;  fourth  quarter. 
$112.37.  Among  the  numerous  items  which  he  received  in  salary  were  flour, 
corn,  chickens,  meat,  wo(xl,  sugar,  tea.  molasses,  butter,  pork,  meal.  yarn, 
lard.  fish.  oats,  a  halter,  a  carpet-sack,  with  a  little  cash  here  and  there.  In 
spite  of  these  early  days  of  hardship  and  of  sacrifice,  the  thought  of  them 
appears  pleasant  to  Mr.  Smith,  for  he  says  :  "The  memory  of  those  days  is 
blessed.  There  was  an  absolute  abandon  to  the  work  of  the  church.  In 
the  winter  revivals  were  held,  and  many  were  brought  into  the  kingdom. 
In  the  summer  a  number  of  grove  meetings  were  held,  of  two  or  three  days' 
duration. 
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"The  town  of  Avoca  was  not  on  the  map.  The  Rock  Island  road  was 
built  through  that  region  in  the  fall  of  1867.  and  Avoca  was  started.  Our 
parsonage,  where  he  lived  when  at  home,  was  at  Newtown,  about  two  miles 
south  of  Avoca.  The  house  was  perfectly  innocent  of  paint  or  plaster.  It 
was  ceiled  on  the  inside  with  native  lumber,  manufactured  at  Crew's  saw  mill, 
just  north  of  Newtown. 

"Those  were  pioneer  days.  The  people  were  hospitable  and  kind.  We 
found  a  cordial  welcome  in  nearly  every  home.  In  after  years  I  visited  all 
of  that  region  as  presiding  elder,  and  found  great  growth  in  population,  and 
the  church  increased  in  equal  proportions." 

The  early  preachers  were  plain  and  outs|x>ken.  A  correspondent  writ- 
ing to  a  newspaper,  speaking  of  Harlan  and  of  a  series  of  religious  meetings 
then  in  progress,  said  that  the  api>eals  of  the  clergyman,  at  times  became 
"more  forcible  than  elegant."  and  that  he  declared  there  was  "not  enough  re- 
ligion in  the  place  to  scare  the  devil.*'  and  waxing  wroth  at  the  obduracy  of 
his  hearers,  he  said  "It  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  country  if  the  present  crop 
of  inhabitants  could  be  harvested  and  new  seed  put  in.'" 

The  denominational  spirit  at  this  time  was  rampant,  and  the  preachers 
were  fond  of  theological  controversy.  A  Harlan  newspaper  of  1877  con- 
tained this  announcement : 

"A  Religious  Discussion  in  Harlan. — To  commence  at  10  o'clock  A.  M., 
March  7,  1877.  Two  sessions  will  be  held  each  day  and  each  session  will  be 
two  hours  in  length. 

"The  propositions  to  l>e  discussed  are  as  follows:  First,  that  the  Holy 
Scriptures  teach  that  infants  are  proper  subjects  for  Christian  baptism. 
Affirmed  by  Rev.  Charles  Ashton.  Denied  by  Elder  C.  W.  Sherwood. 
Second,  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  teach  that  the  effusion  of  the  element,  the 
sprinkling  or  pouring  of  the  water  ujion  the  subject  is  valid  Baptism. 
Affirmed  by  Rev.  Charles  Ashton.  Denied  by  Elder  C.  VV.  Sherwood. 
Third,  the  Holy  Scriptures  teach  that  water  baptism,  to  a  penitent  believer, 
is  a  necessary  condition  to  the  remission  of  past  sins.  Affirmed  by  Elder  C. 
\V.  Sherwood.    Denied  by  Rev.  Charles  Ashton. 

"Not  less  than  one  and  a  half  days  are  to  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
the  first  proposition,  not  less  than  two  atid  a  halt  days  in  the  discussion  of  the 
second  and  not  less  than  one  and  a  half  days  in  the  discussion  of  the  third 
proposition  and  before  the  discussion  of  the  third  proposition  is  commenced 
Elder  Sherwood  is  to  give  notice  of  the  amount  of  time  he  expects  to  occupy. 
The  rules  for  the  government  of  the  discussion  arc  found  in  Hedge's  Logic 
on  page  48  of  the  Campbell  &  Rice  Debate." 
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The  people  of  the  time  were  very  loyal  to  the  Sunday  school,  deeming 
the  religious  education  of  the  youth  of  primary  importance.  During  the 
seventies  Sunday  school  conventions  were  held  in  nearly  all  of  the  townships 
of  the  county.  Men  went  from  Harlan  to  assist  in  these  conventions  and  to 
add  inspiration.  Among  the  persons  who  took  an  active  part  in  these  were 
Martin  Poling,  C.  M.  Robins,  P.  C.  Truman,  M.  K.  Campbell,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Nance,  W.  C.  Moffatt,  A.  N.  Buckman,  attorney  J.  E.  Weaver,  attorney  Piatt 
Wicks,  V.  Plumb,  and  others.  As  indicative  of  the  general  interest  taken  in 
the  development  of  these  schools,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  almost  one  hundred 
Harlan  people  attended  the  Sunday  school  convention  held  at  Bowman's 
Grove  in  August.  1877.  In  August,  1877,  a  Sunday  school  convention  of 
Grove  and  Washington  townships  was  held.  Officers  were  elected  as  follows : 
President,  William  Wheelan;  secretary,  F.  J.  McNaughton;  executive  com- 
mittee, William  Colburn.  G.  W.  Tingle  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  McNaughton.  The 
Council  Bluffs  Nonpareil  in  one  of  its  issues  of  1877  gave  Shelby  county 
credit  for  being  the  banner  religious  county  of  Iowa  in  that  the  county  had  a 
Sunday  school  in  practically  every  school  district. 

In  1880  and  l>efore  that  date  there  was  a  Shelby  County  Bible  Society, 
which  distributed  Bibles  in  the  homes.  Among  those  active  in  this  organ- 
ization were  H.  Harrod,  of  Shelby,  and  C.  Will  Fisher,  of  Harlan. 

There  are  a  good  many  churches  in  the  county  in  which  no  religious 
services  are  held,  and  Sundays  schools  in  the  country  are  comparatively  rare, 
except  where  regular  preaching  services  are  held.  The  automobile,  however, 
is  bringing  a  good  many  people  to  the  towns  to  worship.  The  most  notable 
instance  of  this  in  the  county  is  the  Danish  Baptist  church  of  Harlan.  It  is 
no  uncommon  thing  for  fifteen  or  twenty  automobiles  to  be  seen  there  on 
Sunday,  all  of  them  bringing  families  from  the  country. 

SALEM    BRANCH    OF   THE    GALLANO  S    GROVE   DISTRICT    OF    THE  LATTKR-DAY 

SAINTS  CHURCH. 

On  December  27.  1869,  Elder  Charles  Derry  organized  what  in  Ca^s 
township  was  known  as  the  Salem  church,  with  eighteen  members,  repre- 
senting the  families  of  the  Hallidays.  Lelands.  Shackeltons,  Seddons.  Halls. 
Bullards  and  Leythams.  Henry  Halliday  was  chosen  president:  Jonathan 
Bullard,  priest  .  Richard  Leytham  and  David  Hall,  teachers;  John  Leytham, 
deacon;  Joseph  Seddon.  clerk.  For  a  period  of  forty  years  the  church  lias 
been  served  by  only  four  presidents.  Henry  Halliday.  George  Sweet.  William 
1).  Bullard  and  Frederick  Hansen. 
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HARLAN    BRANCH   OE  THE   GALLANT)  S   GROVE   DISTRICT   OF   THE  LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS  CHURCH. 

On  May  23,  1869,  the  Harlan  branch  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church 
was  organized.  Prominent  among  the  pioneer  meml>ers  of  this  church  were 
Jonas  \V.  Chatham,  John  VY.  Salter,  Frank  Reynolds,  W.  M.  Goreham  and 
J.  C.  Hardman.  Among  those  who  have  presided  over  this  branch  of  the 
church  are  J.  W.  t  hatburn,  Nathan  Booth,  J.  B.  Swain,  VV.  M.  Goreham, 
J.  C.  Hardman,  YV.  X.  Booth,  David  Brewster  and  George  A.  Hoisington. 
Thomas  X.  Franklin  has  been  long  in  service  as  clerk  of  the  church. 

The  church  budding  at  Harlan  was  erected  in  1882  and  is  still  used  for 
church  purposes.  In  1887  the  general  church  reunion  was  held  at  Harlan. 
President  Joseph  Smith  presiding. 

The  Sunday  school  work  of  the  church  was  organized  April  15,  1883. 
with  Nathan  Booth,  superintendent;  Henry  Booth,  secretary;  and  Frederick 
A.  Smith  (later  a  meml>cr  of  the  Quorum  of  Twelve  Apostles'),  treasurer. 
The  su|>erintendents  of  the  Sunday  school  have  been,  besides  X.  Booth.  J.  B. 
Swain.  F.  P.  Taylor.  W.  X.  Booth.  J.  O.  Booth.  G.  A.  Hoisington.  A.  D. 
Marl  in  and  T.  X.  Franklin. 

Till'.   METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH   IN    HARLAN  AND  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

In  1900  the  Methodist  Hpiscopal  church  of  Harlan,  in  an  elaborate  man- 
ner, celebrated  fifty  years  of  local  Methodism.  The  author  of  this  work  is 
privileged  to  present  the  following  historical  article  prepared  for  the  occasion 
by  Rev.  A.  R.  Miller,  at  the  time  pastor  of  the  Harlan  Methodist  Episcopal 
church : 

The  beginning  of  Methodism  in  Shelby  county  was  a  quarterly  meeting 
held  in  Harlan  December  3.  1859.  There  were  present  at  the  quarterly  con- 
ference I.  I.  Stewart,  presiding  elder;  H.  A.  Tarkington.  local  elder,  and 
S.  P.  Springer,  steward  and  class  leader.  Four  others.  G.  W.  Tague.  Lloyd 
Jenkins,  F*  D.  Sunderland  and  Samuel  Dew  ell.  were  invited  in  for  counsel. 

It  was  unanimously  voted  to  have  the  presiding  elder  secure  a  preacher 
for  a  circuit  which  was  called  Harlan  Mission.  The  circuit  extended  from 
Manteno.  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Shelby  county,  to  Macedonia,  near  the 
south  line  of  Pottawattamie  county,  a  distance,  from  extreme  points,  of  about 
seventy-five  miles. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Tarkington  and  Rev.  John  Wilson,  local  preachers,  contest 
the  honor  of  preaching  the  first  Methodist  sermon  within  the  bounds  of  the 
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mission,  but  the  first  regularly  appointed  pastor  was  Rev.  Kirtland  Card. 
He  was  a  vigorous,  active  young  man,  said  to  have  been  a  good  preacher, 
a  hard  worker,  a  mixer  and  all  round  good  fellow.  He  was  quite  a  musician, 
could  play  the  violin  (in  those  days  called  a  fiddle),  was  an  excellent  fifer, 
often  playing  at  the  rallies,  when  enthusism  was  created  and  soldiers  enlisted 
for  the  army.  He  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  sixty- 
one  cents  salary,  of  which  Harlan  paid  two  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents. 
He  served  the  charge  two  years.  He  died  some  years  later,  in  Harrison 
county,  where  some  of  his  descendants  may  be  found  today.  Harlan  mission 
was  a  part  of  the  Iowa  conference,  the  first  year  of  Rev.  Card's  ministry: 
the  second  it  was  in  the  Western  Iowa,  which  was  just  organized. 

The  next  preacher  was  N.  L.  Phillips,  who  served  the  charge  two  years. 
The  first  year  he  was  allowed  a  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  was 
paid  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars.  The  second  year  he  was  allowed 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  received  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 

The  fourth  session  of  the  Western  Iowa  conference  was  held  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  and  James  Lisle  was  appointed  to  Harlan  mission.  At  the 
next  session  the  name  of  the  conference  was  changed  to  Des  Moines,  and 
Rev.  Lisle  was  reappointed  to  Harlan  circuit.  He  was  almost  immediately 
drafted  into  the  army,  and  J.  A.  Jefferson  supplied  the  charge  the  balance 
of  the  year. 

At  the  conference  of  1865  K.  R.  Latta  came  to  Harlan  circuit,  but  for 
some  unknown  reason  left  the  work  l>efore  the  third  quarter,  and  Ezra 
Martin  took  his  place.  At  the  close  of  the  conference  year  1866  there  were 
in  Shelby  county  39  Methodists:  Harlan,  1;  Howlett's,  4;  Simoda,  7;  New- 
town. 2;  Bowman's  Grove,  18;  full  members,  32;  probationers,  7. 

There  are  now  in  the  bounds  of  Shelby  county  six  good  charges,  with 
thirteen  church  buildings  and  1,053  members. 

The  year  1866-7  niarked  the  beginning  of  better  days  for  Harlan 
mission.  It  was  served  by  T.  McK.  Stuart.  The  work  had  eight  appoint- 
ments, Bowman's  Grove,  Harlan,  Simoda,  Howlett's,  Newtown,  Big  Grove, 
Macedonia,  Wheeler's  Grove.  Rev.  Stuart  reported  79  members,  15  prol>a- 
tioners.  6  Sunday  schools,  40  officers  and  teachers  and  250  scholars.  He 
received  $327.52,  of  which  Harlan  paid  $19.80.  When  Dr.  Stuart  served 
Harlan  alone,  1901 -4,  he  reported  353  members,  18  probationers.  1  Sunday 
school,  with  24  officers  and  teachers  and  200  pupils,  and  received  for  his  sup- 
port $1,100,  besides  house  rent,  valued  at  $200. 

Next  came  W.  T.  Smith,  who  was  to  become  prominent  in  the  affairs 
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of  the  conference,  to  serve  four  of  the  districts  as  presiding  elder,  and  one 
term  as  missionary  secretary.  Although  there  had  heen  regular  services  in 
Harlan  since  1859,  there  was  no  organized  class  until  during  Dr.  Smith's 
administration.  The  charter  members  were  Aaron  Bergstresser,  Elizabeth 
Woodruff,  R.  M.  Smith,  Lucy  Adams,  Mrs.  Brazee,  Mary  F.  Long;  three 
full  members,  three  probationers.  The  lirst  parsonage  was  begun  during 
Rev.  Smith's  term.  One  hundred  dollars  was  raised  by  a  festival,  subscrip- 
tions were  taken,  and  the  works  started.  The  sills  were  hewed  from  logs 
cut  in  the  timber  at  Bowman's  Grove,  Rev.  Smith  hauled  them  in  with  his 
ponies  (used  in  traveling  the  circuit)  hitched  to  a  wagon  with  the  coupling; 
ix)lc  suitably  lengthened.  It  was  enclosed  in  the  fall  of  1878,  painted  the 
following  summer  by  C.  \V.  Blodgett  and  completed  by  W.  E.  Hamilton. 
The  year  lx.*tween  W.  T.  Smith  and  W.  E.  Hamilton  was  divided  between 
A.  \V.  Taylor,  A.  Johnson  and  C.  W.  Blodgett. 

Few  men  are  more  revered  in  the  work  than  Dr.  Hamilton,  who  served 
the  charge  again  in  1882.  He  says:  "  The  first  time  I  saw  Harlan  it  con- 
sisted of  a  court  house,  a  store,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  school  house,  and 
eighteen  dwelling  houses,  including  the  unfinished  parsonage."  During  111s 
first  year  the  parsonage  was  completed  and  the  foundation  *  of  the  first 
church  was  laid. 

Levi  Park  followed  Hamilton,  but  his  work  was  unsatisfactory,  and 
he  was  moved  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  S.  \V.  Hawke  finished  it. 

Next  came  William  Armstrong,  who  was  considered  a  strong  preacher, 
an  all  round  man,  who  had  an  eve  to  fine  horses,  and  it  is  said  rather  en- 
joyed an  occasional  horse  race. 

The  year  1873-4  the  charge  was  supplied  by  A.  C.  Smith,  who  received 
a  salary  of  $743.75,  of  which  Harlan  was  to  pay  $400  and  did  pay  $402.56. 
The  church  begun  by  Dr.  Hamilton  was  dedicated  during  his  time,  the 
services  conducted  by  Dr.  Burns,  president  of  Simpson  College. 

The  next  .pastor  was  an  Englishman,  whose  name  was  Charles  Ash- 
ton,  a  unique  character  of  marked  personality  and  striking  originality.  In 
his  record  he  says,  the  times  were  exceedingly  close,  considerable  dissatisfac- 
tion existed,  several  of  the  influential  and  paying  members  had  moved  away, 
few  citizens  sympathized  with  the  church.  Methodism  was  below  par.  grass- 
hoppers covered  the  country,  crops  had  failed,  and  the  outlook  was  discour- 
aging.   However,  he  held  a  good  revival  and  got  $638.21  salary. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  conference  T.  P.  N'ewland  was  appointed, 
but  was  compelled  to  give  up  the  work  at  the  end  of  six  months,  and  G.  \V. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


3»< 


White  finished  it.  Rev.  Newland  still  lives,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  his 
home  at  Villisca,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

G.  H.  Detwiler,  an  earnest  soul,  a  natural  evangelist  with  a  fund  of 
anecdotes,  served  the  next  year. 

The  men  who  have  served  the  charge  since  that  time  are  all  well  re- 
membered, and  all  are  living  except  M.  R.  Goddard.  Their  order  of  suc- 
cession is :  D.  C.  Franklin,  W.  E.  Hamilton.  P.  V.  1).  Vedder — (in  the  South, 
in  poor  health  stricken  with  paralysis) — W.  W.  Ramsay,  J.  H.  Senseney. 
W.  H.  Shipman,  A.  T.  Jeffrey,  M.  K.  Goddard,  J.  T.  Ream,  B.  F.  Miller. 
T.  McK.  Stuart,  ('.  J.  English.  William  Dudley.  John  P.  Morley.  These 
are  the  pastors  that  have  served  this  charge  from  the  l>eginning  until  the 
time  of  the  present  incumbent.  These  have  all  been  true  men — workmen 
that  need  not  be  ashamed.  They  have  been  loyal  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers. 
In  every  instance,  as  each  name  has  been  called  for  the  passage  of  his  char- 
acter at  conference,  the  answer  has  been:  "Nothing  against  him."  They 
were  spirit-filled  men,  who  won  trophies  for  the  church  and  souls  for  their 
Master. 

Of  the  thirty-four  pastors  that  have  served  the  church  the  past  fifty 
years,  one  only.  J-  T.  Ream,  stayed  four  years;  three.  D.  C.  Franklin,  A.  T. 
Jeffry  and  T.  McK.  Stuart — second  term — three  years  each ;  twelve,  two 
years ;  eight,  one  year.  At  two  separate  years  there  were  two  pastors  during 
the  year,  and  one  year  there  were  three. 

Great  revivals  prevailed  during  the  pastorates  of  Revs.  Vedder,  Jeffry. 
Goddard  and  Ream.  They  reported  191,  165.  113.  203  conversions  re- 
spectively, a  total  of  672.  Since  the  time  of  D.  C.  Franklin,  when  Harlan 
became  a  station,  1.034  converts  have  been  received  on  probation,  besides 
scores  that  have  joined  other  communions. 

The  present  fine  new  brick  church  building  was  erected  in  1870  at  a 
cost  of  $t 2.000.  The  approximate  membership  of  the  church  is  367  and 
the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Sunday  school  is  240.  Charles  A. 
Reynolds  is  superintendent  of  the  school. 

The  pastors  of  the  church  from  1909  to  date  are:  Reverends  A.  R. 
Miller.  Edwin  C.  McDade  and  William  Emmet  Hardaway.  who  is  the  pres- 
ent pastor. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  SHELBY. 

The  Shelljy  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  July  3.  1870, 
bv  the  Rev.  A.  Johnson,  a  local  preacher.    The  first  service  was  held  in  the 
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depot.  The  following  persons  were  present:  C.  J.  McLaughlin  and  wife, 
I).  B.  Pierce  and  wife.  James  Linn  and  wife  and  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W  ood.  J.  P.  McKwen.  wfe  and  chldrcn  and  the  railroad  agent.  Mr.  Kdwards. 
The  class  was  organized  the  same  day  with  the  following  members:  C.  J. 
McLaughlin.  Martha  McLaughlin.  I).  B.  Pierce.  Julia  Pierce,  Dr.  J.  YV. 
Campbell.  Mary  Campbell.  James  Linn.  Sarah  Linn  and  John  Kdwards. 
James  Linn  was  appointed  class  leader:  C.  J  Mclaughlin,  steward.  The 
ap[M)iutment  was  attached  to  Harlan,  with  Rev.  W.  I".  Hamilton,  pastor,  who 
served  to  the  end  of  the  conference  year,  assisted  by  Rev.  Johnson. 

During  the  year  1870  and  1 871  preaching  services  were  held  in  the 
depot,  hotel,  the  J.  \V.  Campbell  building  and  James  Linn's  house,  after 
which  the  school  house  was  used  until  1877,  when  the  present  church  was 
built.  This  church  building  cost  about  $4,000.  The  addition,  which  was 
built  in  1891,  cost  $1,500. 

The  first  parsonage  was  built  in  1879.  costing  alxnit  $700.  In  1902 
a  new  parsonage  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $2,200. 

At  the  annual  conference  in  1874.  Shelby  appointment  was  connected 
with  Avoca  and  in  1878  was  made  an  independent  charge.  The  first  board 
of  trustees  was  C.  J.  McLaughlin,  W  illiam  Buckley.  James  Linn  and  J.  C. 
Garniotlg.  The  Kpworth  League  was  organized  in  1889,  by  Rev.  D.  Shen- 
ton.  who  was  its  first  president.  A  Junior  Epworth  League  was  organized 
March  4.  1893. 

At  the  session  of  the  Des  Moines  conference,  held  at  Mount  Ayr  in 
Septeml>er.  1913.  the  charge  reported  a  resident  membership  of  301,  a 
membership  in  the  Sunday  school  of  225  and  in  the  Kpworth  League  a 
meml>ership  of  85;  the  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  their  pastor,  $1,200, 
while  the  total  benevolent  offerings  of  the  year  amounted  to  $1,310. 

During  the  years  since  its  founding  the  church  has  been  served  by  the 
following  pastors:  Rev.  K.  L.  Parks,  six  months:  Rev.  Ilouck.  six  months. 
Rev,  William  Armstrong,  one  year;  Rev.  Smith,  three  years;  Rev.  J  T 
Wood,  six  months:  Rev.  C.  A.  Bunker,  one  year;  Rev.  Harris,  three  years. 
Rev.  Chaml>ers,  nine  months;  Rev.  G.  A.  Bott.  nine  months:  Rev.  Carver, 
nine  mouths;  Rev.  YV.  C.  Martin,  oik-  year:  Rev.  F.  K.  Bartholomew,  two 
years:  Rev.  J.  C.  Stevens,  one  year;  Rev.  J.  C.  Franklin,  three  years:  Rev. 
I).  Shenton.  five  years:  Rev.  W  .  P..  Thompson,  one  year;  Rev.  McKendree 
Stahl.  two  years;  Rev.  G.  P.  Fry,  two  years;  Rev.  A.  K.  Slothower.  two 
years:  Rev.  I.  X.  Woodward,  three  years;  Rev.  K.  IL  Flcisher,  one  year; 
A.  K.  Harned.  two  years:  K.  A.  Moore,  three  years:  C.  M.  Ward,  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  was  appointed  in  September.  1013. 
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One  of  the  men  who  rendered  large  and  consecrated  service  to  this 
church,  and  who  was  highly  honored  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Iowa,  was  Mr.  C.  R.  Benedict,  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  the  state  in 
his  lifetime  and  whose  untimely  death,  August  27,  191 4,  was  mourned  not 
only  throughout  the  county  but  throughout  the  state  of  Iowa.  Through 
his  efforts  in  behalf  of  missions,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and 
as  clerk  of  the  Iowa  House  for  many  years,  he  achieved  a  wide  and  most 
favorable  acquaintance.  As  a  Sunday  school  worker  he  was  most  faithful, 
consecrated  and  able. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  TENNANT. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Tennant,  Iowa,  was  established 
in  1904,  in  which  year  the  present  church  building  was  also  erected.  The 
first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  C.  J.  English,  who  was  also  pastor  of 
the  Harlan  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  succeeding  pastors  were  Revs. 
J.  P.  Morley,  J.  R.  Ramsey,  R.  C  F.  Chambers,  G.  R.  Sprague,  E.  R.  Stroud. 
The  present  pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  W.  E.  Harvey. 

The  charter  meml)ers  of  the  church  were  as  follows :  Mrs.  Etta  Grauel, 
Henry  Lawson,  Mrs.  Sadie  A.  Lawson,  Ira  Stevens,  John  Mowery,  Mrs.  P. 
Jane  Mowery,  Arthur  Mowery,  S.  VV.  Brown,  Mrs.  Lena  Brown,  Andrew 
Peterson,  Mrs.  Lena  Peterson,  John  Peterson,  W.  R.  Peterson,  Lafayette 
Morris,  Mrs.  Martha  Morris,  G.  W.  Walmer,  Mrs.  Anna  Walmer,  Alex 
Forsby,  Mrs.  Lena  Forsby. 

The  church  at  present  has  a  membership  of  86.  The  Sunday  school 
has  an  enrollment  of  90  pupils.  The  present  Sunday  school  superintendent 
is  Mr.  Fred  Miller.  At  this  writing  the  church  is  in  a  healthy  condition, 
spiritually,  the  finances  are  all  met,  and  the  membership  harmonious  and 
hopeful.  The  church  is  also  fortunate  in  having  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  members  of  the  other  churches  residing  in  the  vicinity,  including  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  God.  This  church  is  situated  in  a  splendid  territory  on 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  elevated  ridges  or  plateaus  of  western  Iowa  and 
lias  dune  and  is  destined  to  do  a  great  work  for  the  community  which  it 
serves. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  DEFIANCE. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Defiance  was  established  in  the  fall 
of  1884.  Its  charter  members  were  Joseph  Yackey,  Harriett  Yackey, 
Thomas  McBride.  Sarali  McBride.  H.  B.  Sooy,  Mary  Sooy,  Samuel  Reams, 
Elizabeth  Reams.  James  Luxford,  Mary  Lux  ford. 
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The  list  of  pastors  to  date,  so  far  as  the  author  was  able  to  secure  them, 
include:  Revs.  Coe,  Linn,  F.  T.  Beckwith,  F.  A.  Farrow,  L.  H.  Cook, 
A.  G.  Morse,  A.  P.  Leonard,  C  \V.  Cleveland,  G.  L.  Goodell,  O.  W.  Weeks. 
D.  Pruitt,  H.  C.  Preston,  J.  E.  Matheny,  M.  M.  Cable,  C.  Bair,  J.  W.  Wright, 
Gable,  Thomas,  McKay,  McGillivray,  T.  Coftman,  Douglass  and  Gunman. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  church  are:  Robert  Davis,  James  McBride, 
William  RufTcorn,  G.  A.  Justice,  R.  G.  Penniston. 

The  present  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  is  R.  G.  Penniston. 
Former  su|>erintendents  of  the  Sunday  school  were  Mr.  Robins,  Mr.  Mo 
Clusky,  Mr.  Sooy,  Mr.  Ford.  Mr.  Bloomenshine,  William  RufFcorn.  R.  G. 
Penniston,  T.  Cook.  The  present  membership  of  the  church  is  no.  The 
church  building  was  erected  in  1884. 

KIRKMAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  first,  or  charter,  members  of  this  church  were  Samuel  Slates,  Mrs. 
Samuel  Slates.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Blaine.  John  East,  Mrs.  Aaron  Ames, 
Mrs.  Will  Adams.  The  names  of  all  pastors  of  the  church,  in  order  to  date, 
are  Revs.  J.  H.  Warneld.  F  B.  Dunne.  L.  W.  Louck,  Enoch  Hill,  Fawcett, 
A.  R.  Miller,  Elliott,  W.  D.  English.  A.  Ostrander,  F.  B.  Dunne,  A.  W. 
Harned,  J.  F.  Hunter.  W.  E.  Howe.  Lucas.  J.  E.  Nichol,  J.  F.  Gibson.  J. 
W.  Harwood,  Isaac  Kelly,  Frank  Bean.  Charles  Peer.  Irving  B.  Holman. 
The  church  building  was  erected  in  1883.  The  approximate  membership  of 
the  church  at  present  is  seventy-five.  The  Sunday  school  is  an  unusually 
large  one  for  a  town  of  the  size  of  Kirkman.  of  which  Aaron  Ames  is 
superintendent.  Its  approximate  membership  is  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  HARLAN. 

[The  editor  expresses  himself  under  obligations  to  Rev.  A.  O.  Broyles 
for  the  facts  herein  recorded.] 

The  First  Baptist  church  at  Harlan  was  organized  January  21.  1868, 
with  nine  charter  members.  The  early  records  are  indefinite  and  we  can 
write  only  a  brief  history.  The  church  owned  property  which  was  valued  af 
four  thousand  dollars,  until  the  new  building  was  erected.  This  church  has 
always  had  a  hard  struggle  to  keep  up  an  existence.  At  times  her  very  ex- 
istence was  threatened  not  only  by  internal  difficulties  but  by  outside  inter- 
ference. 

In  1886  the  new  building  was  started  and  finished  in  1887.    It  was  not 
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One  of  the  moBt  beautiful  churches  in  the  county,  remodeled  in  1914  at  a  cost  of  several 
thousand  dollars.  James  M.  Long,  the  great  builder  of  brick  blocks,  took  much  interest  in 
this  church,  early  newspapers  stating  that  he  built  and  furnished  it  himself. 
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occupied  until  about  January,  1887.  So  far  as  the  records  show,  it  was 
never  dedicated.  [Outside  records  indicate  that  it  was  dedicated. — Editor.] 
James  M.  Long  in  the  early  days  did  much  for  this  church.  William  Wy- 
land  was  clerk  of  the  church  for  ten  years  in  its  early  years. 

At  the  April,  1914  business  meeting;  the  church  voted  to  repair  the 
present  building.  The  outside  was  covered  with  stucco  and  a  new  addition 
on  the  north  was  built  for  the  choir  loft.  The  inside  has  been  newly  fres- 
coed and  it  is  now  without  doubt  the  most  beautiful  building  in  the  city. 

The  church  now  (1914)  is  in  better  condition  than  it  has  ever  been 
in  its  history.    Rev.  A.  O.  Broyles  is  the  pastor. 

The  following  are  the  pastors  who  have  served  the  church:  James 
Lambert,  August  22.  1868-October  1,  1869:  Joshua  Currier,  November  20, 
1 869- December  1.  1871  ;  James  Lambert.  May  4,  1872-December  14,  1872; 
Joshua  Currier.  January  1.  1873- August  31,  1873;  E.  G.  O.  Groat,  Septem- 
ber 1,  1873-March  1.  1874;  J.  E.  Rockwood.  May  1.  1874- August,  HS74; 
W.  A.  Darward.  December  1,  1874-November  20.  1875;  Gilman  Parker, 
January  n.  1876- December  31,  1879;  W.  A.  Welsher,  May  r.  1880-May  1. 
188 1  ;  Anthony  Jacobs,  December  31.  i88r-January  1,  1883;  A.  H.  Post. 
January  7,  1883- Sept  ember  1.  1886;  N.  A.  Reed,  January  1,  1887-January  I, 
1888;  J.  F.  Bryant,  November  1.  1888- September  1.  1891  ;  E.  A.  Spring. 
January  18,  1892-August  1,  1893;  William  Morrison.  June  1.  1894-June  1, 
1895;  George  W.  Patrick,  October  20.  1895-April  29,  1896:  G.  R.  Bisby, 
November  8,  1896- April  25,  1897;  G.  L.  Allen,  November  1,  1897-Septem- 
bcr  26,  1898;  L.  R.  Thomas,  October  22,  1899-October  21,  1900:  J.  W. 
Megan.  March  1.  1901 -December  28,  1901. 

At  this  time  the  church  suffered  by  removals  until  it  was  impossible  for 
it  to  advance,  so  for  five  years  it  had  no  pastor. 

A.  O.  Broyles  was  then  pastor  at  Kirkman.  He  came  from  that  place 
and  organized  the  Sunday  school  and  then  preached  for  the  congregation  on 
Friday  evening*  until  they  were  aide  to  reorganize,  which  they  did  November 
1  1,  1905,  with  thirty-nine  charter  members.  There  has  been  a  steady  growth 
from  that  time  on. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  the  church  since  it  was  reorganised: 
J.  \V.  W'ilkins,  March  4.  190^- March  4.  1907:  Otis  L.  Spurgcon.  May  5, 
1907-September  l,  1908:  J.  F.  Porterfield.  December  6.  n;o8-February  6, 
1910:  C.  W.  Heady.  April  10.  19 10- November  26.  191 1;  L.  H.  SteinhofT, 
December  1.  191  [-June  1,  1913 :  A.  O.  Broyles.  January  1,  1914. 

The  present  officers  are:    Trustees,  C.  R.  Patterson,  chairman;  H.  W. 
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Littleton,  J.  P.  Jensen,  C.  N.  Stofferson  and  J.  K.  Alwill.  The  clerk  is  C  R. 
Patterson. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  AT  BOWMAN  S  GROVE. 

One  of  the  earliest  Baptist  organizations  in  Shelby  county  was  that  at 
Bowman's  Grove.  The  church  building  was  erected  in  1878  and  dedicated 
in  1879.  Among  the  pioneer  members  of  this  church  were  the  families  of 
T.  P.  Duncan,  X.  Duncan,  Elza  Duncan,  Alex  Philson,  H.  \Y.  Patterson, 
M.  H.  Patterson,  James  F.  Smith.  ('.  I..  Drake.  S.  \Y.  Dayton,  Wheeler  Upte- 
grove,  D.  \Y.  I  ptegrove.  and  also  Mrs.  David  (Dr.)  Gish,  Mrs.  Elijah  Gish 
(now  Mrs.  J.  H.  Reynolds),  Mrs.  P.  I'.  Philson,  some  members  of  the  Blake 
families,  and  perhaps  a  few  others.  The  first  pastor  and  organizer  of  the 
church  was  Rev.  Gilman  Parker,  who  was  then  stationed  at  Harlan,  but  who 
preached  every  two  weeks  at  the  Bowman's  Grove  church.  Other  pastors 
serving  the  church  at  various  times  were  Revs.  Jacob  Welcher  and  J.  \V. 
Carter.  Nearly  all  of  the  early  members  in  this  church  are  deceased  or  re- 
moved from  Shelby  county.  Services  are  no  longer  held  in  the  old  church, 
except  on  the  occasion  of  funerals.  In  the  cemetery  adjoining  this  church 
are  interred  many  of  the  very  first  pioneers  of  Shelby  county. 

DANISH  BAPTIST  C  HURCH  OF  HARLAN. 

One  of  the  most  flourishing,  active  and  earnest  churches  in  Shelby  county 
is  the  Danish  Baptist  church  of  Harlan,  w  ith  Rev.  A.  B.  Hansen  as  the  pres- 
ent pastor.  One  of  the  first  Danish  Baptists  of  Harlan  was  J.  P.  Sorensen 
and  his  brother,  who  came  here  from  the  (  uppy's  Grove  settlement  and  who 
were  active  in  the  establishment  of  the  church  at  Harlan.  At  first  the  congre- 
gation worshiped  with  the  American  Baptists  in  their  church,  which  was 
erected  in  the  late  sixties  at  Harlan.  On  or  about  October  30,  1886.  the 
Danish  Baptists  formed  an  independent  church  society  with  a  meml)ership  of 
seventeen.  The  first  minister  was  Rev.  F.  C.  Nelson.  The  membership  of 
the  present  church  includes  not  only  many  persons  in  Harlan,  but  a  large 
number  of  families  adjoining  Harlan,  chiefly  to  the  southeast,  these  people 
in  the  country  being  an  outgrowth  of  the  Danish  Baptist  settlement  at  Cuppy's 
Grove. 

THE  DANISH  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  (  I  PPV  S  GROVE. 

The  Danish  Baptist  church  of  Cuppy's  -rove  is  one  of  the  real  pioneer 
religious  institutions  of  Shelby  county.    It  has  stood  for  a  practical,  hardy. 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


39 1 


virile  Christianity  for  almost  a  half  century.  It  is  the  parent  church  of  the 
Danish  Baptist  church  of  Harlan  and  the  Danish  Baptist  church  of  Merrill's 
(irove  in  Polk  township. 

The  church  congregation  was  organized  January  i,  1870.  The  first 
members  of  the  church  organization  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Christensen. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Nasby,  Henry  Johnson,  P.  C.  Rold  and  Mrs.  Marinus 
Christensen.  Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  Rubendall  school  house  in  the 
south  edge  of  Cuppy's  Grove  until  the  erection  of  the  first  church,  which  was 
in  1877. 

The  pastors  of  the  church  from  the  beginning  in  order  of  service  are: 
Revs.  P.  H.  Dam  (yet  residing  on  a  ranch  in  Idaho),  Anthony  Jacobs,  Lars 
Jacobsen,  J.  P.  Thomson,  A.  C.  Nasby,  J.  A.  Jensen,  E.  H.  Rasmussen,  P.  C. 
Larsen  and  Alexander  Hoiriis,  the  present  able  pastor. 

The  present  church  officers  are:  Trustees,  Andrew  Jacobsen,  John  Niel- 
sen, Hans  Benson;  deacons,  Chris  Knudsen,  Charles  Christensen  and  Thule 
Jensen.  The  church  at  present  has  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  a  Sunday  school  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  members,  of  which 
Martin  Arntsen  is  superintendent. 

The  first  Danish  Baptists  to  settle  in  Shelby  county  were  the  above  named. 
C.  B.  Christensen  and  his  wife,  who  came  to  Shelby  county  in  June,  1865. 
Mrs.  Christensen  passed  away  in  February,  1914,  leaving  her  husband  sur- 
viving. Rev.  Alexander  Hoiriis  at  the  time  wrote  the  following  beautiful 
sketch  commemorative  of  her  life,  which  well  typifies  the  splendid  char- 
acter of  the  church  to  which  she  belonged  and  in  behalf  of  which  she  had 
labored  faithfully  for  so  many  years: 

"Christ ena  Christensen,  wife  of  C.  B.  Christensen,  was  a  pioneer  resi- 
dent of  this  community,  as  she  and  her  husband  arrived  in  Shelby  county  in 
June,  1865,  and  have  resided  here  ever  since.  What  toil,  fortitude,  perse- 
verance and  faith  is  represented  in  this  brief  statement,  covering  almost  a 
half  a  century  of  activity  in  Shelby  county! 

"And  yet  a  human  life  is  not  judged  merely  by  its  length  as  some  people 
measure  a  piece  of  calico  cloth,  but  by  the  goal  it  has  aimed  at.  For  no 
man  is  greater  than  his  aim,  nor  is  he  any  smaller  than  the  task  which  he  sets 
himself  to  accomplish.  Measured  by  this  standard  Christena  Christensen's 
life  looms  large  enough  on  the  dim  background  of  fifty  years  to  entitle  her  to 
more  than  passing  notice  from  her  community. 

"They  traveled  from  Brown  county.  Wisconsin,  in  the  usual  pioneer 
style,  having  in  their  minds  to  settle  in  Monona  county.  A  trifling  incident, 
such  as  a  short  conversation  with  a  man  they  met  while  camping  for  the 
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evening,  led  them  to  change  their  minds  and  settle  down  right  here  in  Shelby 
county.  And  thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  first  Danish  Baptist  family  in  Iowa 
became  the  nucleus  around  which  a  prosperous  Danish  Baptist  church  was 
formed,  which  now  numbers  over  two  hundred  meml>ers.  For  the  Christen- 
sens  were  the  kind  of  folks  whose  religion  is  hardy  enough  to  stand  trans- 
planting from  Wisconsin  to  Iowa,  and  be  none  the  less  virile  and  energetic. 
Alas!  that  many  modern  folks'  religion  evaporates  if  moved  across  the  county 
line! 

"Mr.  Christensen  was  converted  to  Jesus  Christ  by  reading  a  tract  found 
in  a  haphazard  way.  in  the  year  1857.  His  wife  was  also  converted  in  1857, 
and  both  have  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life,  the  tender  memories  of  which 
will  linger  in  their  children's  minds  with  an  impelling  as  well  as  a  restraining 
force  for  righteousness.  Even  on  her  death  bed  Mrs.  Christensen,  taking  in 
her  feeble  hands  a  picture  of  the  crucified  Christ,  held  it  up  before  one  of  her 
sons,  urging  him  by  this  touching  appeal  to  follow  his  Master  in  all  things. 
What  an  eloquent  testimony  to  the  place  her  religion  held  in  her  life  to  the 
last  * 

"Mrs.  Christensen  was  not  of  the  militant  suffragette  type,  but  a  quiet, 
modest,  contemplative  woman,  filling  her  long  life  with  duties  well  done,  her 
home  with  the  sunshine  of  order  and  cheer,  her  eight  children  with  noble 
ideals  and  Christlike  thoughts,  her  husband  with  the  joy  of  faithful  com- 
panionship and  ardent  sympathy.  Some  of  the  best  people  in  the  world  are 
just  like  this  woman — lowly  and  obscure,  perhaps  w  ith  no  shining  qualities 
and  no  brilliant  gifts;  yet  if  we  could  really  see  in  them  what  God  sees,  we 
would  sec  the  thorn  bush  aglow  with  the  flames  of  a  heavenly  fire  around 
which  everybody  comes  with  a  feeling  of  comfort  and  inspiration. 

"Mr.  Christensen  w  ill  most  deeply  feel  the  loss  so  recently  sustained,  but. 
sharing  her  faith,  he  knows  it  will  be  but  a  little  while  and  they  shall  meet 
again.  Not  yet,  not  yet!  A  little  more  rough  tossings;  a  little  longer  on  the 
billows'  foam,  a  few  more  journeys  through  time's  darkness,  and  then  the 
sunshine  in  the  Father's  home. 

"Mr.  Christensen  is.  however,  of  a  very  active  and  virile  disposition,  yet 
also  a  man  of  thought  and  of  books  and  deeply  interested  iti  the  trend  of  the 
times,  not  only  as  an  intelligent  Bible  student  of  sound  opinions  and  inde- 
pendent conclusions,  with  whom  any  earnest  Christian  can  have  a  very  profit- 
able conversation — a  good  tyi>e  of  an  old  Danish  Baptist  Christian,  by  the  way 
now  alas,  rare  and  rapidly  passing  away,  for  we  live  in  times  of  shallow- 
thought  and  much  boasting,  which  fattens  nothing  but  the  conceit — but  he 
is  also  interested  in  political  affairs,  both  local  and  national.    He  ran  once  for 
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county  treasurer  during  the  Cleveland  democratic  landslide,  but,  being  a 
stanch  Republican,  was,  unhappily  for  the  county,  not  elected. 

"Seldom  does  one  meet  with  a  man  of  his  advanced  age  of  so  active  a 
mind,  so  optimistic  mould,  so  well  informed  and  so  intelligent  in  judgment — 
a  splendid  type  of  American  citizenship,  doing  honor  to  his  adopted  country 
and  native  land  as  well.  May  he  long  be  spared  for  the  comfort  of  his  chil- 
dren, a  useful  citizen  of  Harlan  and  vicinity,  and  an  inspiration  for  the  ris- 
ing generation,  within  and  without  the  church,  of  which  he  is  an  honored  and 
beloved  member." 

OTHER    BAPTIST  CHURCHES. 

There  is  an  active  Baptist  church  at  Correction  Grove.  Its  pastor  is  the 
well-known  and  able  former  pastor  of  the  Danish  Baptist  church  at  Cuppy's 
Grove,  Rev.  P.  C.  Larsen.  Among  the  people  interested  in  this  church  are 
the  families  of  Kolb,  O.  H.  Jacobsen,  Doonan,  Cephart  and  others. 

The  third  Danish  Baptist  church  to  be  established  in  Shelby  county 
is  that  at  Merrill's  Grove.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Petersen.  This  church 
was  really  established  by  persons  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  Cuppy's 
Grove  church.  Among  the  families  who  maintain  this  church  are  Berger, 
Jcppe  Nelson,  Scott  and  others. 

DUNKARD  CHURCH. 

A  number  of  very  early  pioneers,  including  several  of  the  Wyland  fam- 
ilies, belonged  to  this  church,  the  members  of  which  are  sometimes  called 
German  Baptists.  The  church  building  located  east  of  Harlan  in  Center 
township,  was  erected  in  1878,  although  there  were  persons  of  the  Dunkard 
faith  in  Shelby  county  long  before  that  time.  About  1861  Washington  Wy- 
land and  his  wife  and  Mrs.  Christian  Goodyear  were  baptized.  Soon  after- 
ward a  church  organization  was  effected  with  A.dam  Brandt  and  wife  and 
Hiram  Folck  and  wife,  with  possibly  a  few  others,  as  members.  Washington 
Wyland  was  closen  minister  and  Adam  Brandt,  deacon.  Soon  afterward 
Alonzo  Palmer  and  wife,  Mr.  Ward  and  daughter,  and  Miss  Cora  Carlton 
were  baptized,  about  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stutzman  and  wife  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Miller  joined  this  church  early.  Al>out  1873  J-  Filmore  was 
a  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Hiram  Folck  was  elected  some  time  after  Wash- 
ington Wyland  had  served  as  pastor.  Following  Mr.  Folck's  pastorate,  came 
that  of  Stephen  Voder  and  of  H.  A.  Voder.  Mr.  Hiatt  and  Mr.  Level,  also 
Mr.  Meyer,  served  as  pastors. 
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This  church  no  longer  holds  services,  but  for  many  years  it  was  one  of 
the  prominent  church  organizations  of  the  country  adjoining  Harlan.  To 
this  church  belonged  the  families  of  Obrecht,  Washington  Wyland,  the  Vo- 
ders, Strohms,  Stutzmans,  Replogles  and  others.  Nearly  all  persons  of  the 
older  generation  have  passed  away.  Many  of  the  younger  generation  no 
longer  reside  here.  Many  of  the  children  did  not  embrace  the  faith  of  their 
parents.  The  old  church,  plain  and  old-fashioned  in  its  style  of  architecture, 
without  steeple  and  devoid  of  ornamentation,  was  once  the  religious  home 
of  some  of  the  best  people  Shelby  county  ever  had. 

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  SHKLBY,  IOWA. 

With  the  exception  ot  a  United  Presbyterian  church,  which  existed  at 
Irwin,  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Shelbv  is  the  only  Presbyterian 
church  ever  established  in  Shelbv  count)  ,  although  a  large  number  of  Pres- 
byterians have  allied  themselves  with  the  Harlan  Congregational  church 
since  its  establishment*  The  following  historical  statement  is  by  Elder  Will- 
iam R.  Pomeroy: 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  ot  Shelby,  Iowa,  was  organized  on  the 
joth  day  of  February,  1880.  in  the  old  Baptist  church.  This  was  the  result 
of  meetings  that  had  been  held  from  time  to  time  since  the  previous  Novem- 
ber by  Rev.  G.  M.  Lodge  and  Elder  James  S.  Love.  Upon  organization  the 
following  were  constituted  as  charter  members  of  the  church:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Edwards,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Shirk.  Rosa,  Cassie.  Addison  and 
Nannie  Shirk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthias  V. 
Best,  A  C  .  Snyder.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Francis  Kern  Of  the  charter  members, 
five  arc  still  active  members,  and  one,  Cassie  Shirk,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Evans, 
retains  her  membership  here,  though  living  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota. 

At  this  first  meeting  of  the  church  the  following  officers  were  elected  : 
Elders.  William  Shirk.  R.  M.  Pomeroy  and  John  Edwards;  deacon,  M.  V. 
Best;  trustees,  A.  C.  Snyder,  Marshall  Tucker  and  R.  M.  Pomeroy.  Rev. 
G.  M.  Lodge  was  called  to  be  the  state  supply  of  the  church.  Mr.  Lodge 
continued  as  pastor  of  the  church  until  the  spring  of  t88j.  at  •which  t.ime 
Rev.  T.  R.  Lewis  was  called  to  the  field  and  accepted,  coining  on  the  nth  of 
June.  All  of  this  time  the  congregation  held  their  service*  in  the  Baptist 
church,  but  under  the  leadership  of  Mr  Lewis  a  movement  was  started  for 
the  erection  of  a  building.  The  present  site  had  been  secured  and  in  1885 
the  building  Was  started,  and  finally  dedicated  on  the  14th  of  March,  1886. 
The  cost  of  the  building  was  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The 
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dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Herron,  of  Atlantic,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Bailey,  synodical  superintendent.  Rev.  D.  Shenton  was  at  that  time 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  also  assisted  in  the  service. 

Mr.  Lewis  concluded  his  services  with  the  church  early  in  1888.  and 
the  pulpit  was  not  regularly  supplied  until  the  call  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Carpenter, 
who  began  his  work  June  1,  1888,  and  was  installed  July  10,  1889.  Mr. 
Carpenter  remained  the  leader  of  the  church  until  July  27,  1895,  this  being 
the  longest  that  any  minister  has  been  pastor  of  this  church. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1896,  Rev.  Albert  Aston  became  the  pastor  in 
charge,  and  continued  until  January  I,  1901,  exactly  five  years.  During  his 
ministry  the  church  made  the  greatest  growth  it  had  made  up  to  that  time. 
The  seed  that  had  been  faithfully  sown  was  bringing  forth  its  fruit.  During 
the  seven  years  following  the  work  of  Mr.  Aston  the  church  was  served  by 
Rev.  Walter  Irwin,  May  1,  1901,  to  November  1,  1903;  Rev.  Thomas  W. 
Leard,  January  1,  1904,  to  February  25,  1906;  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Weinland, 
May  1,  1906,  to  August  1,  1908. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Lampe  first  supplied  Shelby  about  four  months  during  the 
summer  of  1909,  and  returned  as  pastor  on  September  1,  1910.  At  that  time 
there  were  ninety-eight  active  members  on  the  roll.  The  attendance  at  the 
services  of  the  church  gradually  increased,  and  Soon  a  movement  was  started 
by  the  Young  Ladies'  Guild  to  remodel  the  church  and  build  on  an  addition. 
During  the  winters  of  1910  and  191 1  this  organization  worked  hard,  and 
finally  had  seven  hundred  dollars  as  a  start  for  this  project.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  church  in  the  following  spring  the  trustees  were  authorized  to  canvass  the 
members  of  the  church  for  subscriptions,  and  so  liberal  was  the  response  to 
their  active  efforts  that  it  was  decided  to  start  the  work  at  once.  The  fact 
that  the  project  was  carried  through  and  the  building  occupied  by  October  1 
was  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  pastor  and  the  efficient  board  of 
trustees.    Rev.  I^ampe  resigned  August  1,  1913. 

Rev.  O.  C.  Carden  has  been  with  the  church  since  December  1,  1913, 
being  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  May  5.  1914,  on  graduating  from  the 
Omaha  Theological  Seminary. 

Th»  present  officers  of  the  church  are:  Rev.  C).  C.  Carden,  moderator; 
elders,  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  Benjamin  Von  Eschen.  Thomas  Norman,  Peter 
Mortensen,  YY.  R.  Pomeroy.  clerk;  trustees.  Thomas  Norman,  president. 
James  Kern,  Ura  P.  Slaughter. 
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FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH   OF  HARLAN. 

[This  is  the  only  Congregational  church  in  Shelby  county.  The  author 
is  indebted  to  the  research  work  of  Ke\.  C  lifford  L.  Snowden.  pastor  of  the 
Harlan  Congregational  church  from  October.  1896,  to  March,  1809,  for  most 
of  the  following  history  of  the  Congregational  church,  the  first  part  of  this 
sketch  being  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Snowden  and.  therefore,  quoted.] 

"The  original  compact  from  which  the  present  church  organization  grew 
was  made  in  July,  187 1,  by  the  following  persons:  James  Harvey.  Mrs. 
Lucy  Harvey,  Miss  Cordelia  Hotcomb,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Wood.  Mrs.  Anna 
Closson  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Rediield.  Meetings  of  this  self-instituted  mission 
were  held  in  various  places,  ranging  from  public  halls  to  private  parlors.  For 
seven  years  the  pastoral  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  of  Avoca.  were 
procured  at  irregular  intervals.  The  organization  grew  but  slowly.  Finally, 
November  10.  1878.  the  church  was  regularly  and  congregationally  organized 
and  recognized  by  the  council  of  the  Council  Bluffs  association  with  the  fol- 
lowing membership :  C  Will  Fisher,  Mrs.  Rachel  Fisher,  R.  B.  Griffith,  Sr.. 
and  family.  Fred  Gooding,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Gooding.  A.  G.  Hard.  Mrs.  Mary 
Hard,  Miss  Cordelia  Holcomb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey,  M.  F.  Campbell.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Redfield  and  Mrs.  Anna  Closson.  The  following  month  a  large  mim- 
ber  were  received,  both  by  letter  and  by  profession  of  faith. 

"The  first  prayer  meeting  was  held  Wednesday  evening.  February  2f>. 
1879,  and  the  Sunday  school  was  organized  July  6  of  the  same  year. 

"For  several  years  the  church  worshipped  at  the  Masonic  hall,  court 
room  and  similar  places.  Finally,  however,  it  was  resolved  to  build  and 
F.  W.  Davis,  of  Avoca,  presented  a  parcel  of  ground  for  that  purpose. 

"On  July  23.  1882.  the  building  \va>  dedicated  free  of  debt.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  T.  O.  Douglass.  Rev.  Dr.  F.  S.  Hill,  of  Atlantic,  and  the  local  ministers 
assisted  on  this  occasion.  Among  those  who  were  early  preachers  and 
organizers  of  this  church  were  Rev.  F.  Adams,  of  Waterloo,  of  the  famous 
'Iowa  Band'  from  Andover  Seminary.  Massachusetts,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Pickett,  whom  many  old  residents  will  rememlnr. 

"Since  the  church  has  been  a  separate  parish  it  has  been  served  by  the 
following  ministers:  Rev.  Joel  G.  Sabin.  July.  1870.  to  December,  1881  ; 
Rev.  F.  L.  Sherman.  January.  1882.  to  December.  [884;  Rev.  C.  X.  Sinnett, 
January.  1885,  to  November.  1880:  Rev.  j.  W.  Geiger,  August.  1887.  to 
December.  1880;  Rev.  G.  L.  Shull.  March,  1890,  to  June.  1891  ;  Rev.  J. 
Bruce  Mather.  August,  1892,  to  August.  1800.  Rev.  Clifford  L  Snowden. 
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October.  1896,  to  March.  1899.  In  September,  1898,  the  Tinsley  Memorial 
chapel  was  built." 

In  February,  1899,  Rev.  E.  W.  Childs  was  chosen  pastor  and  on  Septem- 
ber 1,  1900,  Rev.  James  Parsons  became  pastor  of  the  church,  which  pas- 
torate was  held  by  him  until  the  calling  of  Rev.  Frank  G.  Beardsley,  on 
March  27,  1904. 

On  August  30,  1908,  Rev.  Mr.  Beardsley  resigned  to  take  charge  of  the 
theological  department  of  Talladega  College  of  Alabama.  On  October  7. 
1908,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Franklin  W.  Keagy,  of  Lewis,  Iowa.  He 
held  the  pastorate  until  the  call  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Blanchard,  in  November,  1909. 
On  April  21,  191 2,  Rev.  J.  L.  Blanchard  tendered  his  resignation  to  accept  a 
call  to  Clinton.  Iowa,  and  on  June  23.  1912,  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Long,  ex- 
president  of  Tabor  College,  was  called  to  the  pastorate.  He  resigned  Octo- 
ber i,  19 1 3.  whereupon,  a  few  weeks  later,  Rev.  H.  Jeptha  Sealey,  the 
present  minister,  became  pastor  of  the  church. 

In  1908  the  church  received  a  legacy  of  five  hundred  dollars  from  Mrs. 
Anna  Snowden  Weeks,  one  of  the  devoted  members  of  the  church  and  a 
former  leader  of  the  choir.  On  Sunday.  October  4,  191 4,  the  church  was 
re-dedicated,  the  occasion  being  the  completion  of  extensive  improvements 
to  the  church,  including  new  hardwood  floors,  new  furnace  and  new  church 
parlors.  On  this  occasion  Rev.  Frank  G.  Beardsley,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and 
Rev.  Frederick  W.  Long,  of  Glenwood,  Iowa,  returned  to  Harlan  to  assist 
in  the  exercises.  In  the  afternoon  of  October  4,  1914,  there  was  a  good  fel- 
lowship meeting  in  the  church,  participated  in  by  former  pastors  and  by  the 
pastors  of  other  Harlan  churches.  Rev.  Mr.  Sealey.  the  present  minister, 
responded  to  these  greetings. 

HARLAN  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  church  are  Fred  Louis,  chairman,  J.  B. 
Whitney,  W.  II.  Umkc.  C.  D.  Booth  and  G.  F.  Stewart.  J.  W.  Miller  is 
clerk,  B.  B.  McPheeters,  treasurer,  and  A.  McNeil,  assistant  treasurer. 

THE  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  IN  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

[The  author  is  under  obligations  to  L.  J.  Smith,  of  Harlan,  for  the 
facts  contained  in  the  following  sketch.  Mr.  Smith  took  great  pains  and 
spent  much  time  in  getting  the  necessary  data.] 

The  first  Evangelical  missionary  that  preached  in  Shelby  county  was 
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Rev.  William  Newman,  who  took  up  the  work  at  the  Joseph  Gardner  school 
house  No.  4,  Lincoln  township,  in  April,  1879.  also  at  the  Pioneer  school 
house  in  Cass  township  and  in  the  Byam  school  house,  east  of  what  is  now 
Tennant.  Jn  1888  the  Pleasant  Mount  church  was  built  by  Rev.  V.  L'rbino. 
The  people  worshiped  in  the  Gardner  school  house  until  1888,  when  the 
Union  church  was  built,  whereupon  the  congregation  worshiped  there  until 
1909.  Rev.  E.  P.  Lenard  commenced  to  preach  at  the  Pleasant  Valley 
school  house  in  1884  and  preaching  was  continued  there  until  1897.  The 
next  appointment  was  at  the  Hillside  school  house,  one  and  a  half  miles  east 
of  Kirkman,  some  time  in  the  early  eighties,  and  this  continued  until  1908. 
Rev.  W.  J.  Hahn  commenced  to  preach  in  "Rabbit  Hollow"  school  house  in 
1891  and  continued  services  there  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
this  appointment  was  discontinued.  Pleasant  Mount  church  was  moved  to 
Audubon  county  in  1897.  Besides  the  church  at  Harlan  there  is  now  an 
Evangelical  church  in  Earling  and  one  at  Defiance.  Cuppy's  Grove  was 
looked  after  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Hahn  in  1891  and  this  church  continued  until 
1894.  (Mrs.  J.  Malick  informs  me  that  Rev.  A  Johnson,  a  Methodist  mis- 
sionary, preached  at  Cuppy's  Grove  so  early  a*  1865.) 

The  first  class  of  the  Evangelical  church  in  Harlan  was  organized  in 
1892,  with  Ben  Fisher,  Jonathan  Roland  and  L.  J.  Smith,  trustees.  The 
congregation  worshiped  in  the  Beh  Hall  and  had  preaching  by  Rev.  \V.  J. 
Hahn,  and  later  moved  to  the  Overholt  Hall.  Ben  Fisher  was  Sunday  school 
superintendent.  This  organization  was  maintained  until  180.5.  On  Novem- 
ber 18,  1897,  a  reorganization  occurred,  at  which  time  throe  trustees  were 
elected,  as  follows:  E.  E.  Hoover,  president;  Ben  Fisher,  secretary,  and 
W  illiam  Blakely,  treasurer.  At  this  time  a  building  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  the  following:  L.  J.  Smith.  C.  P.  O'Neal  and  J. 
Roland.  The  present  site  of  the  Harlan  church,  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and 
Willow  streets,  was  selected,  and  the  present  building,  together  with  the  par- 
sonage, erected,  the  church  being  built  in  the  winter  of  1807-8.  Tt  was  dedi- 
cated on  June  2.  1808.  by  Bishop  R.  Dubs.  The  present  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Harlan  church  are  William  Blaklcy,  president:  E.  E.  Hoover,  secre- 
tary: L.  J.  Smith,  treasurer.  The  present  membership  is  fifty-two.  The 
Sunday  school  has  had  an  average  attendance  of  forty  scholars  for  the  last 
nine  months.  The  officers  of  the  Sunday  school  arc  L.  J.  Smith,  superin- 
tendent;  Mrs.  L.  J-  Smith,  assistant  superintendent:  Arch  Blakely.  treasurer. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  pastors,  together  with  the  years  of  their  pastor- 
ates: William  Newman.  1879:  Jacob  Wirth.  r 880-1 88 1  :  J.  F.  Verger. 
1882-1883:  E.  P.  Lenard,  1S84-188;:  V   L'rbino,  1886-1887- 1888 ;  Charles 
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Knoll,  1889-1890;  W.  J.  Hahn,  1891-1892-1893 ;  XV.  E.  Robinson,  1894; 
S.  H.  Strey feller,  1 895-1 896-1 897 ;  D.  C.  Busenburg,  1898-1899;  V.  Urbino, 
1900;  Charles  Pickford,  1901-1902-1903 ;  J.  H.  Freedline,  1904-1905; 
Thomas  Evans,  1906;  G.  N.  Thompson,  1907-1908;  G.  L.  Springer,  1909- 
1910-1911-1912;  Clarence  Weston,  1913-1914. 

st.  paul's  episcopal  church  of  harlan. 

The  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  Harlan  have  had 
occasional  services  since  1881.  Regular  services  of  St.  Paul's  church  began 
in  July,  1896.  The  church  was  organized  as  a  mission  July  24,  1896,  and 
was  organized  as  a  parish  May  24,  1897.  The  erection  of  the  church  build- 
ing was  begun  April  12,  1899,  the  corner  stone  was  laid  May  13,  1899,  and 
the  church  building  opened  for  services  by  Bishop  Morrison  of  Iowa,  on 
January  7,  1900.  The  first  missionary  was  Rev.  R.  L.  Knox.  The  rectors 
of  the  church,  together  with  the  beginning  of  their  respective  service  as  such, 
have  been:  Rev.  George  Benson  Hewitson,  1897;  Rev.  G.  Taylor  Griffith, 
1900;  Rev.  Robert  W.  Hewitt,  1901  ;  Rev.  S.  R.  J.  Hoyt,  1904;  Rev.  Alvin 
S.  Hock.  1910.  The  present  rector  of  the  church  is  Rev.  George  R.  Cham- 
bers, who  began  his  pastorate  in  1913.  The  rectory  was  built  in  1904-5. 
The  present  membership  of  the  church  is  seventy-six,  and  the  membership  of 
the  Sunday  school  about  forty-five. 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  OF  HARLAN. 

The  Christian  church  of  Harlan  was  organized  in  1876  by  C.  W.  Sher- 
wood and  was  incorporated  November  26,  1879.  by  Peter  Noble,  W.  P. 
Chance  and  John  Stanley.  The  first  church  board  was  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons :  Thomas  J.  Stanley,  William  Tibbctts  and  John 
Flaugher,  elders;  John  Stanley  and  Ephraim  Douglas,  deacons.  The  charter 
members  were  Mrs.  Nance.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Potter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  S. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Campbell,  Miss  Kate  Campl>ell,  Thomas  J.  Stanley.  Rachael 
Stanley.  John  Stanley,  Lucinda  Stanley.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Wyland.  Malinda 
Porter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riley  Cass.  William  Tibbetts,  John  Flaugher.  Amanda 
Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ephraim  Douglas  and  William  Barnhill.  The  present 
church  board  is  composed  of  the  following  named  persons:  L.  S.  Taylor 
and  J.  W.  Robinson,  elders:  George  H.  Miller.  J.  C.  Steele  and  W.  A.  Les- 
senger,  deacons;  J.  C.  Steele,  George  H.  Miller  and  J.  W.  Robinson,  trustees; 
W.  A.  I^essenger.  clerk;  George  H.  Miller,  treasurer. 
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The  pastors  of  this  church  during  the  years  of  its  history  would  include 
the  following  names:  Revs.  Berry,  Adair.  King,  l.ovell,  Howe.  Picket, 
James  Ellis.  Nystram.  Hampton.  Littleton.  Demon,  Sarvis,  Johnson,  Mcln- 
tyre.  McCormick.  Ball.  Bailer.  Aylesworth  and  McConnell. 

EI.K  HORN  DANISH  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

The  pioneer  Lutheran  church  of  Shelby  county  and  the  largest  Lutheran 
church  in  the  county  today  is  the  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at  Klk 
Horn.  The  church  congregation  was  organized  April  25.  1875,  and  its 
church  building  finished  February  15,  1882.  The  fir>t  pastor  was  Rev.  O.  L. 
Kirkeberg,  who  began  his  pastorate  April  6,  1876.  The  names  of  the  suc- 
ceeding pastors  to  date  and  the  respective  periods  of  their  pastorates  are  as 
follows:  O.  L.  Kirkeberg.  1S76-1880;  11.  ).  Petersen.  1880-18&2;  Mr. 
Anker,  1882-1K97:  P.  L.  ('.  Hansen,  1  S^7-iSt>tj ;  P.  S.  Vig.  1899-1903:  Th. 
Jersild,  1903- 191 4:  C.  C.  Kloth.  1914. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  Thomas  Oiristensen.  chairman; 
Jorgen  Madsen,  secretary:  \Y.  Kattcnborg,  treasurer:  Christ  Larsen.  Andreas 
Aagaard.  I^aurits  Petersen,  trustees:  John  Johansen,  Madsen  Petersen,  Sven 
Larsen,  Martin  Niclson.  Thor  Madsen,  deacons. 

This  great  church,  numbering  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  baptized 
members,  is  located  in  the  largest  Danish  settlement  of  the  United  States. 
It  has  throughout  its  historv  taken  a  deep  interest  in,  and  has  been  closely 
connected  with.  F.Ik  Horn  C  ollege,  which  at  the  present  time  is  the  property 
of  this  congregation  and  is  now  conducted  by  it  as  a  rural  high  school.  This 
church  has  wielded  a  great  influence  for  good  citizenship,  and  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  situated.  The  church  building 
stands  on  a  beautiful  ridge  overlooking  an  agricultural  landscape  as  beautiful 
as  any  in  Towa. 

IMMANLF.L  DANISH   LUTHERAN   CHURCH   OF  HARLAN. 

For  the  past  ten  to  twelve  years  Danish  Lutheran  jxistors  have  been 
coming  to  Harlan  to  hold  religious  services.  These  have  been  held  usually 
in  the  church  building  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  or  in  that  of  the  Fvangelical 
in  the  church  building  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  or  in  that  of  the  Fvangelical 
son  township.  Among  these  earlier  pastors  were  Revs.  P.  S.  Vig,  A.  C. 
Weisman,  X.  P.  J.  Nielsen  and  A.  M.  Kelson.  The  present  pastor.  Rev. 
James  C.  Petersen,  was  assigned  to  this  parish  by  the  I'nited  Danish  Fvan- 
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gelical  Lutheran  church  of  America,  soon  after  finishing  college  and  seminary 
work  at  Blair,  Nebraska,  and  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  He  came  here 
in  191 2  and  soon  united  the  scattered  members  of  the  Lutheran  faith  residing 
in  this  community.  The  church  was  formerly  organized  on  February  16. 
1914,  at  a  mass  meeting  called  by  Rev.  Mr.  Petersen.  The  congregation  soon 
asked  for  affiliation  with  the  United  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of 
America,  which  request  was  unanimous,  and  was  granted  by  the  church  au- 
thorities in  June,  1914,  at  their  meeting  at  Greenville,  Michigan.  The  first 
members  of  the  Harlan  church  are :  Messrs.  Soren  Carlsen,  John  Thimm, 
Paul  Sorenson,  N.  C.  Larsen,  Andrew  Klitgaard,  P.  H.  Jespersen,  C.  H. 
Hess,  J.  J.  Norgaard,  James  C.  Olsen,  L.  P.  Sorenson,  Albert  Hansen,  Nels 
Klitgaard,  S.  M.  Smith,  Magnus  LaFsen,  E.  C.  Boel,  Chris  Thogersen,  Johan 
Nissen,  Peter  II.  Lauritzen,  J.  S.  Vig,  Nels  H.  Christensen.  L.  H.  Savereide, 
George  H.  Hess,  Thomas  C.  Jensen,  H.  A.  Hansen,  C  hris  Jensen,  Soren  Jen- 
sen, M.  C.  Sorensen,  Charles  Nissen,  Andrew  Jensen,  Niels  N.  Vendelboe, 
Chris  Johnson,  Peter  Clausen.  Karsten  Clausen,  Chris  Sorensen,  J.  C. 
Christensen,  Ole  Olesen.  Hans  N.  Hansen,  P.  W.  Christiansen ;  Mesdames  J. 
M.  Kringel,  J.  Thimm,  N.  Nielsen,  M.  C.  Sorensen,  J.  J.  Norgaard,  G.  H. 
Hess,  C.  H.  Hess,  Kristine  Nielsen,  J.  C.  Christensen,  Ana  C.  Hansen, 
Chrinstine  L.  Hansen,  Hanne  Smith,  S.  Jensen,  P.  I^auritzen.  J.  C.  Olsen  and 
the  Misses  Alma  Nielsen,  Dora  Christensen,  Else  M.  Nielsen,  Janna  Marie 
Jensen. 

The  first  officers  of  the  church  were :  J.  J.  Norgaard,  president ;  James 
C.  Olsen,  secretary;  E.  C.  Boel,  treasurer;  Albert  Hansen,  H.  N.  Hansen  and 
Soren  Carlsen,  trustees.  This  church  congregation  has  a  beautiful  new 
church  building  almost  completed.  It  is  eighty-four  feet  long,  forty-four 
feet  wide,  with  a  spire  eighty-four  feet  in  height. 

The  church  maintains  a  parochial  school,  which  is  in  session  for  three 
months  during  the  summer,  three  times  per  week  and  on  each  Saturday 
during  the  rest  of  the  year.  ICach  year  it  has  a  confirmation  class,  which 
begins  in  the  winter  and  meets  until  April  or  May. 

The  second  Danish  Lutheran  church  to  be  established  in  Shelby  county 
was  that  of  Jackson  township,  near  the  village  of  Jacksonville.  This  church 
congregation  was  formed  of  Danish  Lutherans  living  in  the  west  and  south- 
west parts  of  Jackson  township  in  and  about  "Copenhagen."  The  church 
building  was  erected  in  1885.  Another  Lutheran  church,  built  alxnit  the 
same  time,  was  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  of  Polk  township.  Both  of 
these  churches  still  maintain  their  organizations  and  have  preaching  services. 
(26) 
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GERMAN  EVANGELICAL  PKIEDENS  CHURCH  OF  SHELBY. 

The  above  named  church  was  organized  in  January,  1883,  under  the 
name  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Fricdens  congregation.  The  char- 
ter members  of  the  church  were:  Ed.  Eden,  Hans  Xissen,  Carl  Eutt, 
Joachim  Xave,  William  Johnson,  H.  William  Leback  and  Jurgen  Stump. 
This  church  belongs  to  the  German  Evangelical  Synod  of  Nord  Amerika. 
with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The  church  and  school  house  with 
it  were  erected  in  1882.  the  cost  thereof  being  defrayed  by  Christian  Rcd- 
delin,  of  Hamburg.  Germany.  The  pastors,  in  order  of  service  and  to  date, 
are:  Revs.  J.  Kammiski.  G.  Petersen.  H.  Kloeckner,  A.  Kern.  J.  Bizcr,  F. 
Leonhard,  A.  Dettmann  and  P.  Ott.  the"  [fres^m  pastor. 

DANISH  ADVENTIST  CHURCHES. 

There  are  at  least  two  Danish  Adventist  churches  in  Shelby  county,  one 
in  Clay  township,  which  was  established  in  1873.  and  another  in  Jackson 
township  about  1877.  The  first  Danish  Adventists  to  reside  in  Shelby  county 
were  Fredrickson.  Chris  Johnson,  Ole  Johnson.  Hans  I^arsen,  Jacob  Broder- 
son,  Rasmus  Kroderson,  Ole  Hansen. 
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CATHOLIC  CHURCHES,  MISSIONS  AND  PRIESTS. 


THE   MISSIONS  OF   EARLING,   PORTSMOUTH,    PANAMA   AND  DEFIANCE  UNDER 
THE  PASTORATE  OF  THE  REV.  JOSEPH   B,  HUMMERT. 

A  letter  bearing  the  date  of  October  19,  1885,  came  to  a  newlv  ordained 
priest  at  Marengo,  Iowa,  from  his  bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  H.  Cosgrove,  of 
Davenport,  who  had  ordained  him  the  20th  of  the  previous  September,  that 
he  was  appointed  to  the  missions  of  Earling,  Portsmouth  and  Panama,  Shelby 
county,  Iowa.  Portsmouth  had  been  an  outmission  of  Neola.  This  out- 
mission  had  a  frame  church,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  town,  and  a  seven 
hundred  dollars  deposit  in  the  bank.  The  congregation  was  very  anxious 
to  have  the  young  pastor  make  his  residence  in  their  town,  and,  since  his 
health  had  been  seriously  impaired  by  seminary  studies  and  the  cruel  blast 
of  winter  had  begun,  he  concluded  to  make  his  first  home  in  Portsmouth. 
The  John  Birks  residence  was  purchased  and  furnished.  A  fair  was  held, 
in  which  everyone  becafne  interested,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars 
was  cleared,  which,  with  the  bank  deposit  and  subscription  list  that  had  been 
raised,  were  sufficient  to  purchase  live  acres  from  the  Milwaukee  Land 
Company,  move  the  church  to  town,  put  on  an  addition  of  twenty  feet  and  a 
tower,  and  pay  all  indebtedness  on  the  parsonage;  and  so  Portsmouth  was 
happy  with  its  first  resident  pastor. 

A  building  committee  had  been  formed  in  Panama,  who  built  a  frame 
church  on  the  hill.  This  property  was  in  later  years  exchanged  for  a  more 
desirable  location  by  the  present  amiable  pastor,  by  whom  the  magnificent 
substantial  buildings  have  been  erected  on  the  new  site. 

The  Earling  people  were  as  anxious  for  a  Catholic  school  as  they  were 
for  a  church,  hence  the  pastor,  with  J.  C.  Heese,  made  plans  for  a  two-story 
frame  building  (thirty-six  by  sixty- four),  that  was  to  serve  as  a  housing 
for  a  church,  schixil  and  parsonage,  and  which  has  certainly  served  its  pur- 
pose well.  While  this  building  was  being  erected,  services  were  held  in  the 
present  F.  YY.  Wilwerding  implement  house,  and  later  in  Schuettgen"s  hall, 
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where  the  school  was  also  commenced  in  September,  1886,  with  fifteen  chil- 
dren and  Kath.  Golobitz  as  teacher.  The  new  building  was  completed  in 
February,  1887,  so  church  services  were  transferred  and  the  school  was 
moved.  If  the  school  should  be  a  success,  it  was  necessary  that  the  pastor 
should  change  his  residence  to  be  near,  and  so.  with  his  bishop's  permission, 
he  did.  going  from  Portsmouth  to  the  new  building  in  Earling;  and  the 
people  of  Earling  were  happy.  This  move,  however,  upset  the  congregation 
of  Portsmouth,  but  with  the  bishop's  promise  that  soon  a  pastor  would  be 
sent  for  Portsmouth  and  Panama,  the  people  were  fairly  reconciled.  This 
pastor  came  in  .891,  and  the  mission  of  Defiance,  which  had  been  attended 
from  Dunlap,  was  altached  to  Earling. 

Soon  after  the  transfer  had  l>ecn  made,  there  was  some  life  in  the  new 
chapel  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  when  Franklin  Kuhl.  Raphael  Zenter  and  four 
other  babies  were  presented  before  the  communion  rail  with  their  sponsors 
and  parents  for  the  sacrament  of  baptism.  They  now  have  families  of  their 
own. 

A  cemetery  was  needed  to  bury  the  dead,  and  church  bells  to  call  the 
flock  to  devotions.  The  pastor  successfully  found  twenty  members  of  the 
congregation  who  donated  twenty-five  dollars  each,  had  their  names  cast  on 
the  bells,  and  received  a  lot  free  in  the  cemetery,  for  which  purpose  five 
acres  hail  been  purchased  from  the  Milwaukee  Land  Company.  To  make 
further  improvements,  picnics  were  held  in  the  summer  and  fairs  in  the 
winter,  that  were  well  patronized.  In  this  way  the  entire  block,  now  known 
as  church  block,  was  purchased  and  improved. 

The  congregation  was  growing  and  there  were  too  many  children  for 
one  teacher.  In  the  winter  of  1888  to  1880,  the  pastor  took  up  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  new  parsonage,  so  that  his  apartments  could  be  given  to  the 
Franciscan  sisters.  A  modest,  eight-room,  brick  veneer  building  was  erected 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  block.  This  was  completed  by  September  1, 
1889,  so  when  the  sisters  arrived  they  found  all  in  readiness  to  take  up  their 
work  of  teaching  and  leading  the  choir,  which  work  they  have  ever  per- 
formed with  great  success. 

In  a  few  years  the  chapel  also  became  entirely  too  siiiall  to  accommodate 
the  growing  parish,  so  provisions  had  to  be  made  for  a  new  church  building. 
A  church  had  recently  been  built  at  Breda,  Iowa,  which  was  said  to  be  very 
suitable  for  Earling.  Five  members  of  the  parish  accompanied  the  pastor  in 
September.  1801,  to  inspect  this  building  and  thought  it  just  the  kind  of 
church  needed  for  Earling.     The  pastor  therefore  soon  after  started  a  sub- 
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scription  list,  which  Michael  Wilwerding  headed  with  five  hundred  dollars; 
thirteen  subscribed  three  hundred  dollars  each ;  there  were  six  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  each;  eight  of  two  hundred  dollars  each;  twelve  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  each;  live  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  each; 
nine  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  ten  of  seventy-five  dollars  each;  twenty-two 
of  fifty  dollars  each;  four  of  thirty  dollars  each:  thirty-four  of  twenty-five 
dollars  each ;  four  of  twenty  dollars  each ;  one  of  fifteen  dollars.  The  total  was 
fourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Non-Catholics,  single 
men  and  women  helped  to  swell  this  subscription,  a  copy  of  which  was 
placed  in  the  cornerstone.  A  building  committee  was  chosen.  It  was  much 
desired  to  have  J.  H.  Kuhl  a  member,  but,  having  so  many  other  important 
duties,  he  declined  to  serve,  and  the  following  were  named:  Nicolaus  Gaul, 
W'enzel  Hahn,  J.  P.  Miller  and  August  Schuettgen.  The  plans  were  obtained 
from  Matthias  Schnell.  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and  in  April,  1892,  the  con- 
tract was  let  to  him  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  he  sublet  the  masonry 
and  plastering  to  William  Cockerell,  of  Harlan,  Iowa.  Ground  was  soon 
after  broken,  excavations  for  basement  and  foundations  were  made  by  the 
meml>ers  of  the  congregation,  who  then  l>egan  the  hauling  of  material  from 
the  depot,  of  which  each  family  hauled  one  carload.  After  work  had  been 
well  started,  on  May  20th,  a  shortened  blizzard  of  the  previous  winter  drove 
the  laborers  from  the  work. 

On  June  20th  the  cornerstone  was  laid  with  pomp  and  ceremony,  sur- 
rounded by  a  concourse  of  happy  and  delighted  people.  The  feast  of  the 
Assumption,  August  15th,  being  a  holiday  of  obligation,  the  men  started 
busily  at  work.  When  they  were  informed  that  they  would  not 
be  allowed  to  work  on  that  day  they  objected  and  when  told  that 
under  no  consideration  would  they  be  allowed  to  continue,  they  ad- 
journed to  a  nearby  hall,  celebrated,  had  some  words  and  refused  to  resume 
work  for  a  few  days,  until  the  contractor  came  to  straighten  out  matters. 
As  the  building  was  going  up  nicely  and  nearing  completion,  the  ladies  of  the 
parish  donated  ten  dollars  each  for  a  main  altar,  different  families  donated 
the  cathedral  glass  windows,  others  the  stations  of  the  cross,  communion  rail, 
confessional  and  other  necessaries.  Th<  Kenkel  family  donated  the  pulpit  in 
memory  of  their  parents.  Whilst  the  scaffolding  for  plastering  was  still  in 
also  to  Mathias  Schnell  for  four  hundred  dollars.  It  was  plainly  stated  in 
the  specifications,  that  the  brickwork  called  for  red  brick  of  an  even  color 
position,  it  was  deemed  a  wise  investment  to  let  the  frescoing  and  painting 
and  that  there  were  to  be  no  charges  for  extras,  unless  they  were  made  in 
writing.    Roth  of  these  items  caused  some  argument  before  a  full  and  corn- 
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plete  settlement  was  made,  but  since  the  specifications  were  so  clear,  the 
church  was  built  and  settled  for  without  serious  difficult}  All  was  in  readi- 
ness and  December  13,  1892,  was  the  day  on  which  it  was  happily  dedicated 
under  the  patronage  of  St.  Joseph. 

A  small  reed  organ  was  insufficient  to  fill  the  new  church.  The  choir 
Was  anxious  for  a  large  pipe  organ,  so  after  a  few  years*  re^t  the  pastor  again 
gathered  subscriptions  for  this  improvement.  There  were  a  very  few  who 
did  hate  to  see  the  pastor  coming  for  subscriptions,  even  as  the  devil  hateth 
holy  water,  but  after  the  improvement  had  been  made  and  their  subscription 
settled,  they  felt  like  a  mother,  who.  •'remembereth  no  longer  the  anguish,  for 
joy  that  a  man  is  born  into  the  world."  A  pipe  organ  was  purchased  for 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  which  has  given  splendid  satisfaction. 

Fourteen  years  the  good  sisters  had  been  living  in  the  commodious  apart- 
ments of  the  school  house,  and  it  was  time  something  be  done  for  their  com- 
fort. The  parsonage  was  small  for  gatherings  on  divers  occasions,  so  the 
building  committee  agreed  that  the  parsonage  should  be  changed  to  a  sisters' 
convent,  and  a  new  parsonage  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  church.  The 
pastor  again  solicited  the  subscriptions  and  the  contract  for  the  present  ele- 
gant building  was  let  to  home  talent. 

The  F.arling  German  Cornet  Hand  was  organized  in  the  early  days  of 
the  parish,  under  the  direction  of  John  I-angenfeld.  They  have  held  splen- 
didly together  and  have  at  all  times  cheerfully  lent  their  assistance  for  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  uplift  ot  the  parish. 

When  the  congregation  was  free  of  debt,  the  health  of  the  pastor,  which 
had  been  seriously  impaired  by  hard  work  during  his  seminary  course,  broke 
down,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  continue  his  parish  duties:  therefore.  June  27. 
10,13.  his  bishop,  the  Kt.  Rev.  Austin  Howling,  made  the  Rev.  Joseph  R  Hum- 
mert  rector  emeritus  of  his  parish,  and  he  is  now  spending  his  days  in 
southern  California,  awaiting  with  pleasure  the  time  when  he  shall  be  laid 
to  rest  beside  his  children  in  St.  Joseph's  cemetery.  Karling.  Iowa. 

OX  THE  ITKPOSE  OF  THE  KNIGIttS  OP  COLVMBUS  AND  FRATERNAL  SOCIETIES. 

Rev.  Father  Hummert.  during  his  long  and  very  active  pastorate  in 
Shelbv  county,  entered  heartily  into  the  social  life  of  his  jK'oplc  and  was  and 
is  greatlv  beloved  by  them.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has  lately  been 
established  at  Earling.  Iowa,  a  local  council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
the  following  letter,  written  to  and  concerning  members  of  this  organiza- 
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tion,  by  Rev.  Father  Hummert,  is  of  much  interest  and  throws  much  light 
upon  the  faith  of  this  priest  in  democracy  and  in  his  church: 

"Before  joining  the  organization  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  I  often 
reflected,  and  argued  with  friends,  what  might  be  the  real  purpose  of  this 
new  order.  After  joining  I  was  still  in  a  quandary,  and  set  about  to  study, 
what  should  be  the  purpose,  and  give  what  few  ideas  presented  themselves 
for  publication.  Every  organization  that  wishes  to  last  must  have  some  real 
live  purpose,  otherwise  its  members,  after  their  curiosity  has  been  satisfied, 
and  the  novelty  worn  off,  will  gradually  drop,  especially  if  there  is  much 
expense  to  the  society. 

"The  church  is  a  society  and  has  l>een  established  by  its  Divine  Founder 
to  save  souls.  I  low  well  it  has  been  true  to  its  purpose,  and  the  success  it 
has  achieved  in  its  efforts,  is  clearly  shown  in  its  glorious  history  of  the  last 
nineteen  centuries.  Other  societies  are  organized  for  fun  and  amusements, 
and  others  for  business.  Labor  unions  arc  organized  to  protect  the  various 
interests  of  the  different  classes  of  laboring  men.  Some  societies  are  organ- 
ized to  rule  and  govern  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  they  generally  keep  all 
their  doings  very  secret.  They  aim  to  rule  and  control  the  governments  of 
the  different  countries,  and  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  they  try  to  get  control 
of  the  power  of  the  daily  press.  When  they  have  the  power  of  the  press,  it 
becomes  easy  for  them  to  manage  the  votes  of  the  people,  and  to  hold  their 
representatives  in  office.  They  hold  their  members  together,  and  manage  to 
control  one  party. 

"The  church  derives  its  strength  from  the  middle  class.  The  laboring 
and  small  business  men  with  their  families  fill  the  pews  of  our  churches  at 
divine  service.  The  church  is  democratic.  Its  Founder  was  democratic, 
because  Fie  chose  to  be  born  in  the  stable  of  Bethlehem,  He  said,  I  sympa- 
thize with  the  multitude,  they  followed  Him,  and  for  them  He  ])erformed 
various  miracles.  The  kingdom  of  Heaven,  He  compared  to  a  vineyard, 
whose  laborers  filled  its  realms.  It  was  from  the  laboring  class  that  the 
Divine  Saviour  selected  His  apostles,  the  pillars  of  His  church.  To  the  cap- 
tains of  industry  and  trust  magnates.  He  said,  that  it  was  easjer  for  a  camel 
to  pass  through  trie  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  them  to  enter  the  kingdom  <»i 
Heaven.  Kvery  Christian  should  be  a  democrat,  because  Christ  was  demo- 
cratic. 

"When  our  beloved  country  was  in  its  infancy,  most  of  its  |>eople  be- 
lieved in  democratic  principles,  and  men.  who  believed  in  these  principles, 
like  Washington.  Adams  and  Jefferson,  were  the  leaders  and  rulers  of  our 
Union. 
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"It  is  the  power  of  the  press  that  divides  the  middle  class  into  different 
parties,  like  democrats,  social  democrats,  populists,  etc.,  and  by  dividing  them 
they  manage  to  keep  their  own  party  in  power.  Laboring  and  small  business 
men,  who  are  at  their  work,  day  after  day.  from  morn  to  sunset,  are  easily 
misled  by  newspapers  with  wrong  principles.  Even  the  higherups  in  our 
churches  and  professional  men,  who  are  democratic  in  sympathy  arc  often 
misled  by  continuous  reading  of  an  inimical  press. 

"What  we  need  in  this  church  today  is  newspapers,  daily  papers,  that 
have  at  heart  the  interests  of  our  Christian  middle  class,  and  will  bold  this 
class  together  in  one  party,  and  give  them  the  daily  news,  that  is  for  their 
interest  and  benefit.  Official  weeklies,  that  sail  under  the  banner  of  faith, 
are  more  or  less  deficient,  because  every  family  wants  a  daily  paper.  There 
is  hardly  a  doubt  that  most  of  our  city  dailies  are  in  the  hands  of  capitalists, 
and  that  they  labor  more  for  that  party  that  is  controlled  by  capitalists,  ami 
that  most  of  them  are  owned  and  controlled  by  men.  who  are  more  in  sym- 
pathy with  societies,  and  themselves  belong  to  societies,  t hat  are  inimical  to 
the  society  founded  by  our  Divine  Lord. 

"Would  it  then  not  be  a  noble  purpose  for  the  Knights  of  C  olumbus  or 
any  fraternal  society,  to  use  all  their  efforts  and  power  to  have  in  every  city, 
where  there  is  a  council,  a  daily  newspa|>er.  whose  principal  aim  and  ambi- 
tion it  is  to  hold  the  middle  class  together  in  one  party,  so  they  would  have 
strength  to  keep  men  in  office,  who  would  be  good  Christian  men.  and  al- 
ways have  the  interests  of  the  Christian  laboring  men  at  heart. 

"This  class  of  papers  is  sadly  needed  in  our  country  today.  If  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  every  fraternal  society,  would  take  up  this  pur- 
pose, and  drill  it  into  their  members  at  all  their  meetings,  then  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  would  have  a  purpose,  and  no  doubt  be  able  to  do  an  immense 
amount  of  good.  Would  that  every  council  in  this,  our  glorious  country, 
WOllUl  take  up  this  subject  and  debate  it  over  from  start  to  finish.  What 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  need,  as  well  as  every  fraternal  society,  is  a  real 
live  purpose  to  work  for.  Do  not  be  asleep,  you  are  dying  whilst  you  are 
sleeping. 

"Rev.  Joseph  B.  Hummert. 
"St.  Joseph's  Sanitarium,  February,  1012." 

CATHOLIC  CHURCH  AT  PORTSMOUTH. 

The  first  Catholic  church  to  be  ereded  in  the  vicinity  of  Portsmouth, 
was  built  in  iSKi.  two  miles  east  of  the  town.     This  building  was  moved 
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to  Portsmouth  in  1884,  and  the  church  established  there  in  the  same  year. 
The  dimensions  of  the  present  church  building  are  ninety-five  by  forty-five 
feet.  The  height  of  the  church  spire  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet. 
The  first  priest  of  the  parish  was  Father  J.  B.  Hummert.  The  priests  who 
succeeded  him,  in  order,  were:  J.  B.  Wilhelm,  H.  Grothe,  F.  W.  Hopp- 
mann,  S.  F.  Wieland,  A.  J.  Dreseler,  J.  J.  Moran,  and  Julius  Failenschmid, 
who  is  the  present  priest  of  the  parish.  The  church  at  present  has  a  mem- 
bership of  seven  hundred  two.  A  parochial  school  was  established  in  1894, 
a  cut  of  the  fine  building  in  which  it  is  conducted  appearing  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  The  present  attendance  of  the  parochial  school  is  one  hundred 
five.  Its  first  teachers  were  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 
The  present  teachers  are  the  Benedictine  Sisters  of  Atchison,  Kansas.  The 
parish  of  Portsmouth  was  formerly  attended  by  the  priests  from  Neola  and 
Westphalia. 

HARLAN. 

The  Catholic  church  at  Harlan  was  established  under  the  direction  and 
care  of  Rev.  P.  Brommenschenkel,  of  Westphalia.  The  church  at  present 
has  a  membership  including  about  thirty  families,  and  is  cared  for  as  a  mis- 
sion by  Rev.  II.  Albers,  stationed  at  Avoca.  Among  the  families  who  have 
been  members  of  this  church  for  many  years  are  those  of  E.  M.  Hertert,  Jo- 
seph F.  Beh,  Charles  Book,  Henry  Lamm,  P.  Heintz,  and  others.  The  con- 
gregation owns  an  adequate  church  building  and  a  good  parsonage.  The 
first  resident  priest  was  Rev.  Tyske.  Other  resident  priests  were  Rev.  Stahl 
and  Rev.  C.  V.  Burkheiser,  now  of  Defiance.  Other  priests  who  have  served 
the  mission  from  Avoca.  were  Reverends  McAllister  and  Hansen. 

DEFIANCE. 

The  Catholic  church  at  Defiance,  under  the  present  pastorate  of  Rev. 
C.  V.  Burkheiser,  has  a  large  congregation  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  early  history  of  this  church  is  set  forth  in  other  articles  appearing  else- 
where in  this  work,  dealing  with  the  various  Catholic  missions  and  churches 
of  Shelby  county. 

WESTPHALIA. 

The  history  of  the  parent  Catholic  church  at  Westphalia  has  been  well 
set  forth  in  the  article  and  the  reminiscences  of  Rev.  P.  Brommenschenkel, 
the  present  pioneer  priest  of  the  parish,  which  recollections  appear  elsewhere 
herein. 
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EDUCATION. 


EARLIEST   SCHOOL    HOUSES   IN    SHELBY  COUNTY. 

A  reference  to  the  public  land  records  in  the  office  of  the  recorder 
reveals  the  fact  that  on  May  16,  1859,  A.  Rubendall.  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  con- 
veyed to  the  district  township  of  Rounds,  for  school  purposes,  a  tract  of  one- 
half  acre  of  land  lying  forty  rods  north  of  the  southeast  corner  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  7,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
township.  This  land  lay  on  the  south  side  of  Cuppy's  Grove.  Tradition 
records  that,  at  a  very  early  date,  probably  immediately  following  this  deed, 
a  brick  school  house  was  erected  on  the  Rubendall  land  in  the  south  part  of 
the  grove.  It  was  known  as  the  Rubendall  school  house.  It  stood  perhaps 
about  forty  rods  north  of  where  the  present  Danish  Baptist  church  stands. 
So  far  as  the  records  show,  this  was  the  earliest  conveyance  in  Shelby  county 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  school  house  site. 

It  was  not  until  many  years  later  that  the  north  side  of  Cuppy's  Grove 
had  a  school  house.  On  September  12.  1865.  however.  Adam  Cuppy  leased 
to  W.  J.  Johnston,  sub-director  of  district  No.  1.  for  twenty  years  or  as  long 
as  used  for  school  purposes,  eighty  .square  rods  of  land  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  section  7,  in  what  was  then  Fairview  township,  but  is  now  Monroe. 
The  first  school  house  built  on  this  site  was  of  brick,  but  was  followed  by  a 
frame  school  house,  which  yet  stands  on  the  site  north  of  the  old  Johnston 
home,  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Jesse  Scott,  formerly  Mrs.  L.  N.  Rogers. 

The  next  earliest  conveyance  of  this  character  was  a  deed  by  James  M. 
Long,  conveying  to  the  district  township  of  Rounds,  November  21,  1859, 
lots  5  and  6  in  block  44  of  Long's  First  Addition  to  Harlan,  Iowa.  This 
location  was  on  the  south  side  of  what  is  now  Market  street,  on  the  corner 
opposite  the  creamery  building,  and  was  where  the  house  of  Jacob  Rrodersen 
now  stands.  On  this  site,  probably  shortly  following  the  date  of  the  above 
conveyance,  there  was  erected  a  brick  school  house,  which  served  its  purpose 
until  the  fall  of  1872.  when  a  new  frame  school  building  was  erected  on  lots 
1  to  5  in  block  43  in  l^ong's  Addition  to  Harlan.    This  conveyance  was  dated 
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October  21,  1872.  These  lots  lay  not  quite  a  block  east  of  the  first  school 
house  site  on  Market  street  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  north  of  the 
site  occupied  by  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Harlan,  which  stood 
where  Chris  Michaelson  now  resides.  The  school  house  was  in  the  same 
block  with  the  Methodist  church  and  almost  due  north. 

The  settlement  at  Bowman's  Grove  had  two  school  houses,  one  on  the 
south  side  of  the  grove  and  one  on  the  north  side,  neither  of  which  now 
remains.  On  April  27,  1861,  James  H.  Adams  leased  to  the  district  town- 
ship of  Jackson,  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  a  tract  of  land  containing 
eighty-one  square  rods,  lying  in  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  6,  township  79,  range  37,  lying  twenty-eight  rods  due 
east  of  the  southwest  corner  of  this  forty.  The  lease  provided  that  Mr. 
Adams  should  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  twenty-year  period  an  annual  rent 
of  fifty  cents  for  the  term  of  the  lease.  This  school  house  stood  on  land 
almost  opposite  the  present  residence  of  William  Barkman  and  across  the 
public  highway,  the  land  to  the  east  of  it  being  now  owned  by  George 
Walters,  and  earlier  by  Eliab  Myers.  The  other  school  house  was  erected 
during  the  summer  of  1863  on  land  leased  to  the  district  township  of  Jackson 
by  P.  H.  Longcor.  Mr.  Longcor  resided  on  the  premises  subsequently  known 
as  the  Caldwell  farm,  near  the  farm  first  owned  by  Bowman  and  later  by 
David  Barkman.  The  description  of  the  land  is  somewhat  indefinite,  the 
tract  of  one-half  acre  lying  "forty  rods  north  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  7  in  Jackson  township."  It  would  appear  from 
this  description  that  the  school  house  was  not  far  from  the  public  highway, 
and  probably  somewhat  south  of  the  edge  of  the  timber,  although  this  author 
does  not  know  just  how  far  the  timber  extended  at  that  date.  The  lease 
provided  for  a  yearly  rent  of  one  cent,  payable  at  the  expiration  of  twenty 
years,  the  term  covered  by  the  lease. 

On  May  5,  t86o,  Henry  Custer  and  Elizabeth  Custer,  his  wife,  con- 
veyed to  the  district  township  of  Rounds,  for  school  purposes,  one  acre  of 
land  lying  forty-five  and  seventy-eight  one  hundredths  chains  west  of  the 
east  quarter  post  of  section  3.  in  what  is  now  Fairview  township.  On  this 
site  was  erected  one  of  the  earliest  school  houses  of  the  county.  This  was 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  former  home  of  B.  C.  Custer,  and  not  far  from  the 
residence  of  J.  YV.  McKeig. 

Two  very  early  school  houses  were  erected  in  what  is  now  Center  town- 
ship, one  at  Simoda.  and  another  on  the  hill  immediately  south  of  the  old 
home  of  L.  D.  Sunderland.  The  author  has  been  told  that  both  of  these 
school  houses  were  of  brick. 
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By  deed  dated  May  14,  i860,  Milton  Heath  and  wife  conveyed  to  the 
district  township  of  Rounds  lot  3  in  block  $2  of  Simoda,  for  school  purposes. 
The  author  has  been  told  by  one  of  the  pioneers  that  this  school  building  stood 
east  of  the  old  residence  of  H.  Baughn.  and  slightly  north  in  what  is  now  a 
part  of  the  public  highway  at  the  turn  running  cast. 

The  old  Latter-Day  Saints'  log  church  at  (ialland's  Grove  was  undoubt- 
edly the  first  building  used  for  school  purposes  in  Shelby  county,  since 
it  was  erected  about  1855,  and  was  at  once  used,  not  only  for  church  services, 
but  as  a  school  house.  One  of  the  earliest  schools  in  the  county  was  located 
on  lot  7  of  block  6  in  the  village  of  Manteno,  in  Grove  township,  the  site 
having  been  conveyed  to  the  district  township  of  Galland's  Grove  by  William 
W.  Reed  on  January  5,  1861.  Very  early  school  houses  in  Fairview  town- 
ship were  built  on  land  conveyed  to  the  district  township  of  Fairview  by 
Joseph  A.  Bunnell,  December  19.  1863,  and  on  land  conveyed  by  B.  and  T.  J. 
Tague  to  the  same  township  October  25,  1865. 

Another  early  Grove  township  school  was  erected  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  28  in 
this  township,  the  site  therefor  being  conveyed  by  Willson  Keairnes  Novem- 
ber 10.  1865. 

SCHOOI.S  ANll  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  pioneers  had  established  humble  homes  for  them- 
selves, they  began  to  consider  the  establishment  of  schools  for  their  children 
and  the  building  of  school  houses.  The  Hist  school  maintained  was  undoubt- 
edly that  in  the  Latter-Day  Saints"  church,  which  was  built  in  (ialland's  Grove 
about  1855.  The  first  school  house  was  probably  the  Rubendall  school  house 
at  Cuppv  s  Grove.  In  other  parts  of  the  county  school  houses  were  erected 
and  sometimes  schools  were  maintained  for  a  few  months  in  private  homes. 
For  instance,  the  first  school  in  Shelby  township  was  taught  in  the  residence 
of  C.  J.  McLaughlin,  one  of  the  very  earliest  pioneers  of  the  township.  This 
school  was  taught  by  a  son  of  Mr.  McLaughlin.  The  first  school  taught  in 
the  southwest 'part  of  Jacks,  ,u  township  was  in  the  residence  of  J.  D.  Lorent- 
about  1878  by  1.  W.  Beems,  now  a  resident  of  Harlan. 

For  many  years  following  1870,  and.  of  course,  to  some  extent  prior  to 
that  time,  a  majority  of  the  schools  were  taught  by  young  men.  many  of 
whom  took  this  means  of  maintaining  themselves  while  paying  for  raw  land 
which  they  had  bought,  or  for  the  pun>osc  of  etsablishing  themselves  in 
some  line  of  business,  or  preparatory  to  the  pursuit  of  either  the  profession 
of  law  or  that  of  medicine,  but  there  were-  also  many  young  women  who  had 
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the  endurance  and  courage  to  make  long  walks  during  the  rigorous  winters 
to  teach  country  schools.  The  pluck  and  determination  of  these  young 
women,  and  the  faithful  work  done  by  them  in  the  school  rooms  of  which 
they  had  charge,  might  well  form  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of 
Shelby  county  education. 

In  the  Manteno  items  of  the  Harlan  Herald,  under  date  of  March  15, 
1&77,  it  appears  that  a  young  lady  named  Miss  Flora  McGarvey  was  then 
teaching  in  Grove  township  and  had  ideas  much  in  advance  of  her  time. 
She  seems  to  have  encouraged  manual  training  with  very  successful  results. 
I  quote:  "Miss  McGarvey's  industrial  exposition  was  held  at  her  school 
house  last  Thursday  instead  of  Wednesday,  as  we  stated  in  our  last  issue. 
While  the  dinner  was  being  arranged,  we  examined  the  contributions — such 
a  variety  of  carved  work,  all  with  cards  attached  giving  the  name  of  the 
makers;  thinking  that  it  would  not  be  amiss,  we  jotted  down  a  few:  John 
Benjamin,  sword,  hutcher-knife,  potato  masher;  Robert  Benjamin,  sled: 
Frank  Tierney,  house  and  barn:  Charles  Hinkle,  house;  Frances  Roundy, 
patch  work;  Austin  Burk,  butter  ladle  and  ax;  Ida  Mcintosh,  doll;  Carrie 
Buck,  pin  cushion ;  Jennette  and  Ida  Baughman,  work  boxes ;  Mary  Cheney, 
patch  work,  picture  frames;  Sophia  Roundy,  patch  work,  pin  cushion;  Cora 
McGarvey.  pen  wiper,  pin  cushion,  doll;  Rose  Hinkle,  pin  cushion;  Elva 
Lyons,  old  man  and  fiddle.  We  noticed  also  a  beautiful  card  basket  by  Miss 
McGarvey,  artificial  flowers  by  Mrs.  Nancy  Benjamin.  We  understand  that 
to  Miss  McGarvey  belongs  the  honor  of  holding  the  first  industrial  exposition 
in  Shelby  county."  Certainly  this  bright  young  woman  had  ambition  and 
brains. 

One  of  the  earliest  school  teachers  in  Shelby  county  was  W.  J.  Davis, 
who  walked  from  Harrison  county  into  Shelby  county  in  the  sixties,  shortly 
afterwards  securing  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  newly  established  school  at 
Simoda.  Another  early  teacher  at  Simoda  was  B.  I.  Kinsey.  Another  was 
A.  W.  Barton,  who  also  taught  in  the  old  brick  school  house  near  the  early 
home  of  L.  D.  Sunderland.  Joseph  Stiles  taught  at  a  very  early  date  in 
Grove  township.  Other  early  teachers  were  J.  H.  Louis,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Louis, 
L.  S.  Taylor,  J.  V.  Brazie,  J.  W.  White.  I.  W.  Beems,  J.  W.  Carter,  Rev. 
J.  C.  Carter,  J.  W.  Kime  of  Grove  township,  W.  K.  Colburn,  J.  D.  Dunlavy, 
D.  T.  Dunlavy.  C.  F.  Swift,  Ami  Gibbs,  John  L.  Newby,  G.  E.  McMullen, 
J.  C.  Kelly.  L.  O.  Uawley,  W.  J.  Wicks.  J.  W.  Miller,  J.  J.  Shepard.  Miss 
Carrie  Tonnesen,  W.  E.  Cooper.  A.  G.  Wolfenbarger.  Miss  Capitola  Will- 
iams. George  Chatburn.  O.  P.  Wyland,  H.  W.  Bvers.  James  R.  Hanna,  Miss 
Jessie  Cobb.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Swift  (Miss  Tina  Koolbeck),  A.  P.  Leech.  Albert 
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Newton.  Edward  Johnston,  John  Swenning,  Tugene  Sullivan.  Frank  S. 
Carroll  and  others. 

Among  the  young  women  teaching  in  1874  in  the  townships  of  Clay. 
Grove,  Greeley.  Monroe.  W  ashington,  Douglas  and  Jefferson  were  Laura 
Lynch.  Essie  Muck,  Adda  L.  Eraser.  Estella  Hart,  Amanda  T.  Blaine,  Kate 
Robinson,  Adda  Hall. 

Speaking  of  the  subsequent  careers  of  school  teachers,  one  finds  that 
several  of  them  Ixcaine  county  superintendents.  That  was  a  rea- 
sonable and  natural  promotion.  One  of  the  pioneer  teachers  was  A.  X. 
Buckman.  afterwards  county  superintendent,  and  at  present  a  resident  of 
Wyoming,  a  former  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany. Another  was  Hon.  J.  H.  Louis,  who  afterwards  represented  Shelby 
county  in  the  General  Assembly.  Hon.  O.  I*.  W'yland,  another  state  repre- 
sentative, taught  school  in  Shelby  in  the  late  seventies.  Hon.  H.  W.  Byers. 
later  speaker  of  the  Iowa  House,  is  another  who  taught,  also  George  D. 
Ross,  later  clerk  of  the  district  court.  Most  of  our  past  county  officers  were 
at  one  time  country  school  teachers,  were  wieldcrs  of  the  willow,  the  slippery 
elm  twig,  hazel  brush  and  the  hitching  strap.  Several  of  the  young  men 
who  taught  school  in  the  county  became  physicians.  Perhaps  the  best  known 
of  these  is  Dr.  J.  W*.  Kime,  of  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  formerly  of  Grove  town- 
ship, a  man  who  has  done  a  great  work  in  educating  the  people  of  our  state  in 
the  proper  care  and  cure  of  consumptives.  Other  teachers  who  became  phy- 
sicians were  John  M.  W'yland.  F.  A.  Moore,  Herman  Smith.  Colfax  Smith. 
Mary  Heilesen,  F.  A.  Mai  irk,  and  perhaps  others.  Some  turned  toward  the 
law  in  later  days,  and  we  rind  in  the  list  Fremont  Benjamin,  of  Council 
Bluffs:  Guv  Martin,  of  Sand  Point.  Idaho;  J..  J.  XefT,  of  Walnut:  J.  P». 
S'.iorett,  of  Seattle.  Washington:  George  A.  Lux  ford,  of  Denver,  Colorado; 
A.  G.  W'olfenbarger,  of  Lincoln.  Nebraska;  Frank  Carroll,  of  Xorth  Dakota; 
J.  B.  Whitney,  of  Harlan:  also  C.  H.  Whitney,  his  brother;  T.  R.  Mockler, 
of  Bismarck,  Xorth  Dakota:  Hon.  H.  \V.  Byers.  and  perhaps  others.  And 
there  are  preachers.  Rev.  Aha  W.  Taylor,  of  Columbia.  Missouri;  Rev.  W. 
P.  Canine,  of  St.  Paul.  Minnesota;  Rev.  J.  B.  Mather,  of  Denver,  Colorado, 
and  others. 

COUNTY  SU  PERI  N  TEN  DENTS. 

Fortunate,  too.  has  the  county  been  in  the  personnel  and  practical  native 
ability  of  the  i>crsons  who  have  held  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of 
schools.  Most  of  the  persons  who  have  held  the  office  were  equipped  with 
much  practical  experience  in  life  and  were  successful,  either  before  assuming 
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the  superintendency,  or  subsequently,  in  other  vocations.  Viewed  in  the 
strictness  of  present  standards  of  education,  this  might  be  interpreted  as  an 
element  of  weakness,  but  this  author  is  inclined  to  view  it  in  connection  with 
the  demands  of  the  times  as  a  decided  element  of  strength.  Without  excep- 
tion, so  far  as  the  author  now  recalls,  incumbents  of  the  office  in  Shelby 
county  had  experience  in  teaching  several  terms  or  years  before  entering 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  county  superintendent  and  were  persons 
of  a  practical  turn  of  mind.  P.  C.  Truman  was  one  of  the  earliest  bee  keepers 
in  Shelby  county  and  carried  on  the  industry  very  successfully.  One  of  the 
early  county  papers  contains  a  series  of  articles  written  by  him,  treating  fully 
of  the  care  of  bees.  Caleb  Smith,  formerly  of  Fairview  township,  who  was 
appointed  county  superintendent  in  the  spring  of  1871,  and  elected  to  the 
office  in  the  fall  of  that  year  for  a  term  of  two  years,  was  a  native  of  Snyder 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  received  his  education  at  the  Freebury  Academy 
of  that  county  and  at  the  Union  Seminary  of  Union  county,  Pennsylvania. 
He  began  teaching  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Mr.  Smith  was 
subsequently  a  very  successful  farmer  and  stock  feeder  of  Fairview  town- 
ship.   At  present  he  is  a  resident  of  Avoca  and  is  mayor  of  that  town. 

A.  N.  Buckman,  who  served  as  county  superintendent  of  schools  from 
1873  to  1877.  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvania,  receiving 
his  education  at  the  Friends  School  at  Wrightstown  and  at  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Millersville,  which  he  entered  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Subsequently 
he  took  a  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  Philadelphia.  He 
subsequently  taught  school.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  C  of  the  Third 
Pennsylvania  Reserves  in  the  Civil  War,  fighting  in  a  number  of  important 
battles.  He  became  captain  of  his  company  and  was  finally  breveted  major 
of  volunteers  by  President  Lincoln  for  "gallant  and  meritorious  service  in 
the  field."  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  in  business  at  Philadelphia  for 
two  years.  He  then  came  west,  spending  one  year  in  Nebraska,  and  in  1869 
he  located  in  section  18,  Douglas  township,  Shelby  county.  He  experimented 
largely  in  fruit  growing  and  planted  one  of  the  first  large  apple  orchards  of 
the  county,  and  also  five  acres  of  artificial  timber.  He  was  active  in  the 
organization  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  of  the  Shelby 
County  Agricultural  Society,  serving  both  of  these  organizations  as  an 
officer. 

Of  M.  D.  Bridgeman,  who  followed  A.  N.  Buckman  as  county  superin- 
tendent, the  author  knows  nothing  except  that  he  had  previously  taught  coun- 
try schools  in  Shelby  county.  W.  W.  Girton,  who  followed  Bridgeman,  was 
one  of  the  joint  editors  of  the  Hub,  a  Harlan  newspaper,  which  was  finally 
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merged  with  the  Harlan  Herald,  subsequently  coining  to  be  known  as  the 
Shelby  County  Republican.  Mr  (iirton  was  a  graduate  of  a  Wisconsin 
normal  school,  I  am  informed.  He  was  followed  in  the  superintendeucy  by 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Downey,  and  in  1883  YY.  K.  Colburn,  son  of  a  well-known  pio- 
neer of  Washington  township,  succeeded  Mrs.  Downey  as  superintendent. 
Mr.  Colburn  had  had  extensive  experience  in  teaching,  several  years  of  which 
were  in  the  Harlan  schools.  Mr.  Colburn  has  shown  business  ability  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance  C  ompany  of  the  county  for  many 
years,  and,  besides,  is  extensively  interested  in  the  management  of  farms  in 
the  county. 

In  1885  C.  F.  Swift  succeeded  Mr.  Colburn.    He  was  born  in  Davis 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  on  his  father's  farm  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  Southern  Iowa  .Normal  and  Commercial 
Institute  at  Bloomfield.    Here  he  completed  the  teachers'  course  and  also  a 
scientific  course,  immediately  after  which  he  began  teaching  in  Davis  county. 
In  March.  1X82,  he  came  to  Shelby  county  and  began  teaching  in  the  country 
schools,  which  profession  he  tilled  with  high  success  and  with  the  approbation 
of  patrons.    The  author  of  this  work  will,  he  trusts,  be  pardoned  for  saying 
that  one  of  the  Ix'st  and  most  inspirational  instructors  he  had  in  the  country 
schools  was  C.  F.  Swift.    J.  D.  Dunlavy  was  another  Davis  county  lx>y. 
educated  in  the  Southern  Iowa  Normal  School  at  Bloomfield.  who  served  one 
term  as  county  superintendent  of  schools,  after  many  years  of  successful 
work  as  a  country  school  teacher  in  Shelby  rounty.    He  was  succeeded  l>y 
Paul  Peterson,  who  had  previously  been  an  instructor  in  Hlk  Horn  College 
in  C  lay  township.    Mr.  Peterson  was  a  graduate  of  the  State  .Normal  School 
at  C  edar  halls.    John  15  Shorett.  who  served  two  terms  as  county  superin- 
tendent, had  attended  the  Woodbine  Normal  School,  had  taught  school  and 
had  also  spent  several  years  in  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  where  he 
had  especially  distinguished  himself  in  debating  contests.    Mr.  Shorett  is  now 
a  very  able  and  successful  attorney  of  Seattle,  Washington,  where  he  has 
been  in  the  practice  of  law  for  nearly  fifteen  years.    Mr.  Shorett  was  suc- 
ceeded by  George  A.  Lux  ford,  a  Defiance  boy,  who  had  spent  several  years 
in  teaching  and  had  had  several  years  of  college  work  before  assuming  the 
duties  of  the  office.    M.  C  Peterson,  a  son  of  Peter  I.  Peterson,  was  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Harlan  high  school  and  had  had  several  terms  of  experience  as  a 
teacher.    Mrs.  Rose  Parker,  the  present  inaimbenl  of  the  office,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  experts  in  Iowa  on  the  subject  of  primary  teaching  and  methods. 
She  has  been  employed  in  possibly  a  dozen  different  teachers'  institutes  in 
Iowa,  to  take  charge  of  the  instruction  of  tcarhers  along  these  lines. 
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It  is  interesting  to  learn  from  an  old  record  of  school  visitation  kept 
by  County  Superintendent  W.  W.  Girton  from  November  io,  i83o,  to  June 
17,  1 88 1,  the  character  of  his  observations.  He,  of  course,  named  the  in- 
dividual teachers,  but  it  would  not  serve  any  useful  purpose  now  to  give  the 
names.  Here  is  his  record  for  this  period  of  time:  (Would  his  remarks 
apply  to  any  teachers  of  this  day?) 

"Record  of  School  Visitation,  from  November  10,  1880,  to  June  17, 
1881. 

Teacher  No.  1 — Teacher  energetic,  active.  Disposition  on  part  of  some 
pupils  to  dispute  teacher's  methods  and  be  contrary.  Rooms  clean  and  or- 
derly. 

Teacher  No.  2 — Teacher  not  as  active  as  I  would  wish  to  have  him. 

Teacher  No.  3 — Teacher  active,  alive.    Discipline  good. 

Teacher  No.  4 — Teacher  industrious  and  discipline  fair.  Building  new 
and  in  good  condition,  except  that  of  being  very,  very  dirty. 

Teacher  No.  5 — School  not  industrious  enough.  Small  pupils  not  in- 
terested.   Teacher  devotes  too  much  time  to  large  pupils. 

Teacher  No.  6 — School  room  in  good  condition.  Now  stove.  Every- 
thing neat.  Pupils  actively  employed,  not  time  for  mischief.  Teacher  doing 
her  part  well.    A  success. 

Teacher  No.  7 — School  quiet,  studious.  Teacher  follows  books  too 
closely.    Work  too  mechanical.    Not  life  enough. 

Teacher  No.  8 — Teacher  active,  industrious  and  doing  good  work. 
Should  not  make  his  questions  leading. 

Teacher  No.  9 — Teacher  lacks  vim  and  energy.  Should  do  more  teach- 
ing and  less  hearing  classes. 

Teacher  No.  10 — Teacher  not  careful  enough  in  personal  appearance; 
hears  recitations  instead  of  teaches. 

Teacher  No.  11 — Teacher  doing  his  work  thoroughly — knows  what  to 
do  and  does  it — takes  care  of  health  of  pupils — water  on  stove  with  syphon 
to  cause  steam. 

Teacher  No.  12 — School  a  hard  one  to  govern  and  teacher  rather  irrit- 
able, inclined  to  scold  and  threaten — needs  more  persuasive  power. 

Teacher  No.  13 — -School  room  untidy;  scholars  orderly,  but  given  to 
bad  practices — smoking  permitted  in  the  room  by  the  teacher. 

Teacher  No.  14 — Slovenly  in  dress,  but  enthusiastic  enough. 

Teacher  No.  15 — (One  of  the  author's  teachers) — School  house  new, 
frame,  in  good  condition;  ornamented  with  winter  bouquets,  pictures,  etc.; 
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no  apparatus,  except  dictionary;  teacher  doing  her  work  quietly  but  faith- 
fully." 

teachers'  institute. 

Much  inspiration  and  training  for  the  best  educational  work  is  centered 
about  the  teachers'  institute,  which  was  in  existence  in  Shelby  county  at  least 
so  early  as  1870,  and  possibly  prior  to  that  time,  although  the  author  has  no 
proof  of  an  earlier  institute  and  finds  the  records  in  the  county  superin- 
tendent's office  of  no  assistance  in  the  determination  of  the  matter.  In  the 
Shelby  County  Record  of  November  3,  1870,  County  Superintendent  P.  C. 
Truman  gives  notice  that  a  teachers'  institute  will  be  held  tor  a  period  of  not 
less  than  six  days,  beginning  on  December  26,  1870.  It  is  likely  that  in- 
stitutes were  held  annually  thereafter.  In  the  matter  of  the  ability  and 
reputation  of  the  men  who  have  taught  or  delivered  lectures  before  the 
teachers'  institutes,  Shelby  county  has  been  especially  fortunate.  Such  a  list 
would  include  former  State  Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction  Henry 
Sabin,  C  W.  Von  Coelln,  R.  C.  Barrett,  John  W.  Acres,  and  others;  H.  H. 
Seerley,  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  College;  Prof.  W.  C.  Wilcox, 
of  the  chair  of  history  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa;  Professors  Kinney. 
Reed  and  Riddle,  of  the  Woodbine  Normal  School,  Professor  Riddle  subse- 
quently becoming  for  many  years  the  able  and  successful  superintendent  of 
the  West  Des  Moines  schools;  Superintendent  A.  II.  Warner,  Professor  War- 
man,  Professor  Kirk,  now  president  of  the  Missouri  State  Normal  School  at 
Kirksville,  Missouri:  Prof.  (i.  W.  Cullison,  Prof.  O.  H.  Longwell,  Supt.  R. 
G.  Saunderson,  of  the  Burlington  schools,  and  others. 

Early  in  September,  1874,  County  Superintendent  A.  N.  Buckman  gave 
notice  with  reference  to  a  teachers'  institute  as  follows: 

"A  normal  institute  will  be  held  at  Harlan,  commencing  September  21, 
1874,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  section  1759,  School  Laws  of 
Iowa  of  1874.    The  institute  will  continue  four  weeks,  of  five  days  each. 

Experienced  teachers  will  give  instruction  daily  in  reading,  arithmetic, 
both  written  and  mental,  grammar,  geography  and  United  States  history. 
Occasional  lessons  will  be  given  in  penmanship.  Orthography,  physiology,  etc. 

A  lesson  in  vocal  music  will  be  given  every  day  by  a  competent  instructor. 

Any  schools  that  may  be  in  session  during  the  normal  institute  will  not 
be  closed  except  upon  the  order  of  the  board  of  directors  thereof." 

In  one  of  the  Harlan  papers,  under  date  of  August  30,  1877.  there  is 
found  the  following  list  of  teachers  in  attendance  at  the  Shelby  county  in- 
stitute:   Martin  D.  Bridgeman,  John  L.  Newby,  Oorge  McMullen,  Cicily 
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Chatburn,  Nettie  Ashton,  Mollie  Wright,  Eugene  E.  Moore,  William  Hig- 
gins,  Joseph  H.  Slagg,  Thomas  W.  Slater,  Wiley  N.  Doty,  Lizzie  B.  Fair- 
field, Ina  Fritz,  Ella  Plummer,  Jennie  B.  Gish,  Kate  Young.  Alida  Vande- 
burg,  Lizzie  S.  Saunders,  Mrs.  E.  Wintermute,  Mary  A.  Webster,  Essie  T. 
Muck,  Mollie  Gleiser,  Ella  A.  Palmer,  Mariah  J.  Carroll,  Martha  Roundy, 
Eva  Irwin,  Carrie  Culver,  Rockie  M.  Whitney,  N.  Lizzie  Allen,  Carrie  Har- 
vey. Thomas  Way,  Etta  Jackson,  Anna  Burke,  Eugene  G.  Elliott,  Mrs.  J. 
Stiles,  Emma  Nance,  J.  W.  Carter,  Etta  Tibbott.  Of  the  above  named  per- 
sons, John  L.  Newby,  William  Higgins,  George  McMullen,  Kate  Young,  and 
possibly  others,  are  alive  and  residents  of  the  county. 

The  author  is  fortunate  enough  to  secure  from  an  early  Harlan  paper 
the  following  list  of  pioneer  teachers  attending  the  teachers'  institute  in 
August,  1878:  Emily  Tinsley,  Cicily  Chatburn,  Lizzie  Saunders,  Eva  Irwin, 
Mary  A.  Webster,  Maggie  Booker,  Mollie  Wright,  Martha  Roundy,  Susie 
Grounds,  Jessie  Baker,  Emerette  Gregoire,  Carrie  Flock.  Mary  West,  Ida 
Crandall,  Cora  Shannon,  E.  E.  Moore,  Fannie  Hurless,  Ella  M.  Gregoire, 
Ina  Fritz,  Emma  Irwin,  Essie  Muck,  Emma  Nance,  Anna  Peterson,  G.  E. 
McMullen,  J.  H.  McArthur,  W.  A.  Higgins,  J.  L.  Newby,  J.  M.  Wyland, 
W.  E.  Cooper,  Isaac  Cook,  Maggie  Clark.  T.  W.  Slater,  A.  W.  Sims,  Q.  F. 
Plum.  A.  G.  Wolfenbarger,  J.  W.  Kime,  Edward  Johnson,  C.  K.  Olivers, 
W.  J.  W  icks,  J.  H.  Mather,  M.  E.  Downey.  Carrie  Tonneson,  Minnie  Tuck, 
Kate  M.  Young,  Jennie  L.  Lane.  Kate  K.  Griffith,  Mrs.  Annie  Ivens.  Annie 
Masterson,  Lillian  White,  Jennie  S.  Clarke.  Ella  G.  Austin,  A.  K.  Askwith, 
Ray  Williams. 

Solemn  fidelity  to  the  truth  forces  one  to  admit  that  then,  as  now,  not 
all  of  the  questions  submitted  in  teachers'  examinations  were  correctly  an- 
swered. For  instance,  here  are  some  "guesses"  offered  in  teachers'  exam- 
inations held  in  1878: 

"1.  Question:  Name  three  movements  of  the  ocean  and  give  their 
causes.  Answer:  Current  is  caused  by  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  earth. 
Waves  are  caused  by  the  traditions  of  the  wind. 

"2.  Question :  Of  what  countries  are  the  following  cities  the  capitals' 
Berne.  Brussels,  Ottawa,  Lima  and  Lisbon.  Answer:  Berne  is  the  capital 
of  Africa,  Brussels  of  Brazil,  Ottawa  of  British  America,  capital  of  Peru. 

"3.  Question:  What,  from  the  structure  of  his  teeth,  do  you  inter 
man  should  eat?  Answer:  Man,  1  think,  should  cat  vegetables  and  pork; 
corn  should  be  his  main  dish." 

The  normal  institute  of  1885  had  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one.    There  were  many  able  men  among  the  list  of  teachers.  Among 
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them  were  D.  T.  Dunlavy,  A.  P.  Leach,  C.  K.  Redfield,  J.  T.  Couser,  W.  H. 
Fleck,  \V.  J.  Wicks,  A.  B.  Frost,  James  R.  Hanna  (now  mayor  of  Des 
Moines),  C.  II.  Champ,  George  C  hatburn  (now  a  professor  in  the  University 
of  Nebraska),  J.  C.  Shirk,  Albert  Newton,  J.  W.  Miller  (now  a  merchant  in 
Harlan),  H.  S.  Miller,  Jesse  B.  Whitney  (now  an  attorney  in  Harlan),  Al- 
bert Curtis,  Fred  Pratt,  O.  F.  Plumb  (now  an  attorney  at  law  in  Nebraska), 
Arlie  Parker  (now  a  resident  of  Harlan),  Oscar  Roland  (better  known  as 
M.  O.  Roland),  U.  S.  Roland.  L.  O.  Hawley,  James  McMillan,  W.  D. 
Young  (now  connected  with    1  he   Lana  C  onstruction  Company,  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa),  Mbert  Morri.^cy,  John  Edwards,  Albert  S.  Stevens,  J.  B. 
Mather  (  later  a    c'.l-known  preacher),  Walter  Plum,  E.  II.  Abbott  (now  a 
lawyer  in  Chicago),  Robert  Ueinemann,  Charles  Wilson,  J.  J.  Elser,  J.  A. 
Gunsolley,  George  \V.  Harm  n,  Joseph  B.  Reams,  John  Neff,  S.  Gallagher, 
J.  J.  Sheppard  (later  head  of  the  great  Commercial  high  school  of  New 
York  City),  K.  H.  Snyder,  C.  M.  Wilder,  Thomas  Hogan,  Jacob  B.  Wolf, 
J.  C.  Kelley,  D.  J.  Keat  (later  an  attorney  at  law  in  Harlan),  Harry  Mc- 
Cuskey.  Emery  Alien,  P.  F.  \  inccnt,  C.  A.  Marlin,  James  Lowery. 

The  normal  institute  at  Harlan  for  1886  was  conducted  by  Superin- 
tendent C.  F.  Swift.  The  instructors  were  O.  H.  Longwell,  A.  B.  Warner, 
J.  D.  Dunlavy  and  Mr.  Swift.  The  branches  taught  were  English,  grammar, 
history  of  education,  American  literature,  didactics,  natural  philosophy,  as- 
tronomy, arithmetic,  reading,  vocal  music,  geography,  United  States  history, 
physiology,  orthography,  civil  government  and  algebra. 

In  August,  1 886,  when  Mr.  Swift  was  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
the  normal  institute  seems  to  have  had  graduating  exercises,  followed  by  the 
presentation  of  diplomas.  I  quote  from  the  Harlan  Tribune  of  the  time: 
"The  normal  institute  had  a  program  at  the  Congregational  church  on  the 
Friday  evening  preceding.  The  audience  was  called  together  by  Supt.  A.  B. 
Warner,  and  a  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Post.  C.  M.  Wilder  delivered  his 
address.  'The  Relation  of  the  Teacher  to  the  Patron.'  Miss  Linnie  Long 
followed  with  the  subject,  'Nothing  Great  Is  Lightly  Won.'  J.  C.  Kelly  read 
a  paper  on  'Froebel.'  Miss  Carrie  Scott  also  had  a  paper  on  the  program. 
Miss  Ina  Fritz,  a  daughter  of  John  Fritz,  read  a  paper  on  'Life  and  Efforts 
of  Pcstaloz/i.'  Charles  Hunt  delivered  the  valedictory,  and  the  salutatory 
was  to  have  been  given  by  Miss  Mamie  Fritz,  who  was  unable  to  attend. 
Supt.  C.  F.  Swift  presented  the  class  with  diplomas." 

At  the  normal  institute,  sixteenth  session,  August,  1889,  one  hundred 
and  ninety  teachers  or  more  were  enrolled,  including  many  men.  Among 
them  were  W.  H.  Gooding,  Colfax  Smith,  Archie  Myers,  Charles  Dickinson, 
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Frank  W.  Hanna,  Alva  W.  Taylor,  James  Quinn,  Frank  Stevens,  C.  O. 
White,  James  Kinsella,  Joel  Fisher,  Carl  Campbell,  F.  A.  Malick,  W.  B. 
Buckley,  W.  J.  Wicks,  Walter  Guthridge,  Guy  Martin,  W.  R.  Fisher,  Frank 
Gallagher  (now  postmaster  at  Walnut),  W.  D.  Young  and  others. 

SPELLING  SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  distinctive  educational  features  during  the  decades  between 
1870  (or  slightly  earlier)  and  1890,  was  the  spelling  schools.  These  schools 
were  held  practically  throughout  the  county.  In  connection  with  them  a 
gpod  deal  of  attention  was  paid  to  the  definition  of  words  and  to  correct 
pronunciation.  This  author  has  little  doubt  that  such  contests  were  of  more 
value  than  many  present-day  educators  are  wont  to  believe.  They,  no  doubt, 
not  only  encouraged  boys  and  girls  to  note  the  printed  form  of  words,  but 
greatly  favored  the  acquisition  of  a  wider  vocabulary. 

It  may  prove  not  uninteresting  to  preserve  some  facts  with  reference  to 
a  noted  spelling  school,  held  at  the  Harlan  opera  house  on  December  31, 
1886.  This  contest  was  open  to  all  residents  of  the  county.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  the  weather  intensely  cold, 
there  was  a  large  attendance.  The  rules  governing  the  contest,  as  published, 
were  as  follows : 

"1.    Words  must  be  given  out  alternately  to  gentleman  and  lady. 

"2.  Spellers  will  be  provided  with  seats  and  in  their  turn  will  rise  to 
their  feet,  spell  the  word  given  out  and  resume  the  seat. 

"3.  Should  the  word  be  missed,  those  missing  will,  retire  to  the  aud- 
ience. 

"4.  In  case  of  dispute  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  ruling,  the  appeal 
must  be  made  while  the  contestant  is  upon  the  floor,  and  will  remain  stand- 
ing until  the  referees  give  a  decision. 

"5.  When  a  word  is  missed,  a  new  word  will  be  given  to  the  next 
speller. 

"6.    Webster's  unabridged  dictionary  will  be  authority." 

Music  was  given  by  the  orchestra.  The  forty  spellers  entered  were 
about  equally  divided  between  men  and  women.  Mrs.  Warner  and  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Jones  were  referees.  Applause  was  given  over  amusing  breaks  and 
episodes.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Miss  M.  O.  King,  Miss  Ina  Fritz  the 
second,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Jones  the  third.  George  Stamm  won  the  boy's  prize,  and 
Helen  McArthur,  the  girl's  prize.  The  following  were  the  contestants: 
Mesdames  Fred  Eidamiller.  E.  A.  Cobb,  Clyde  Mosby.  Mary  Wyland,  J. 
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Turner,  T.  H.  Smith.  W.  H.  Cockerell,  J.  W.  Jones,  J.  H.  McArthur:  the 
Misses  Ina  Fritz,  Mamie  Fritz,  M.  O.  King,  Ada  French,  Linnie  Long,  Cora 
Ramsey,  Pearl  French,  Maude  French,  Lettie  Smith,  Kate  Holtschneider, 
Helen  McArthur,  Sarah  Grant;  Messrs.  Lewis  Gingery,  S.  A.  Burke,  Fred 
French,  J.  I.  Myerly,  E.  B.  Wicks,  A.  N.  Stamm,  Porter  Gray,  Fred  Black- 
stone,  B.  F.  Eshelman,  George  Stamm,  H.  Ramsey,  J.  S.  Mills,  O.  S.  Dona- 
hue, E.  A.  Reynolds,  T.  H.  Smith,  Charles  Reynolds,  Guy  Martin,  Ira 
Smith,  George  Chathurn,  E.  J.  Smith,  D.  B.  Sheller  and  Wilson  Young. 

The  words  missed  were:  Dial,  dual,  sequel,  despair,  decency,  sphinx, 
valise,  irksome,  cuticle,  symmetry,  breathe,  chasm,  colossus,  treacle,  silex, 
rarely,  cede,  feign,  octavos,  miracle,  pelican,  seraphim,  halloo,  auxiliary, 
main,  omniscient,  mementos,  porticoes,  traceable,  compelled,  Buddhism,  post- 
humously, misspell,  bifid,  gaseous,  raillery,  cupola,  fetish,  deficit,  sumach, 
syrup,  viscount,  pyrites,  phosphorus,  plebeian. 

SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

In  1874  there  were  1.523  children  ot  school  age  in  the  county,  the 
largest  number  being  Harlan  township,  277;  the  next,  Grove,  with  224; 
next,  Monroe,  w  ith  209,  and  the  next,  Fairview,  183. 

Report  of  county  superintendent  for  the  year  ending  September  20,  1878  : 
Number  of  persons  in  the  county  between  five  and  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
3.479;  number  of  schools  in  the  county,  100;  average  number  of  pupils  at- 
tending school,  1,620;  number  of  teachers  employed,  men,  80;  women,  98; 
average  compensation  of  teachers,  per  month,  men,  $32.72 ;  women,  $30.40 ; 
total  value  of  school  houses  and  apparatus,  $45,095;  total  amount  paid  teach- 
ers since  September  20,  1878,  $22,882.57. 

The  county  schools  were  often  very  large.  For  instance,  in  1888,  from 
school  reports  of  almost  forty  schools  in  session  during  that  year,  it  appears 
that  the  largest  school  was  No.  3,  Monroe,  with  Nellie  Bungor  as  teacher, 
with  an  enrollment  of  42.  The  second  largest  was  No.  9,  Jackson,  L.  O. 
Hawley,  teacher,  enrollment,  40;  the  fourth  largest  was  No.  9,  Monroe,  with 
Lizzie  G.  Boland,  teacher,  enrollment,  37;  the  third  largest  was  No.  3, 
Jackson,  with  Laura  B.  New  by,  teacher,  enrollment,  38;  the  fifth  was  Har- 
lan No.  2,  J.  W.  Jones,  teacher,  enrollment,  37;  the  sixth  was  No.  9,  Greeley, 
Tina  Anthony,  teacher,  enrollment,  34,  and  the  next,  No.  7,  Jackson,  J.  C. 
Kelly,  teacher,  enrollment,  34. 

In  these  nearly  forty  schools  there  were  only  seventeen  pupils  neither 
absent  nor  tardy.    These  schools  were  taught  in  the  winter  term.  Among 
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the  men  who  were  teaching  them  were  H.  C.  Hanson,  J.  D.  Keet,  C  M. 
Wilder,  Walter  Guthridge,  W.  A.  Gibbs,  Frank  Gallagher,  J.  C.  Kelly,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Frank  Stevens,  Eugene  Sullivan  (now  a  well-known  banker  of  Pana- 
ma, Iowa),  L.  O.  Hawley,  Thomas  Hogan,  W.  J.  Wicks  and  John  Keitges. 
The  least  cost  of  tuition  per  month  per  pupil  was  in  Jackson  No.  3,  $1.33,  and 
the  highest  cost  was  No.  8,  Fairview,  $4.92,  this  variation,  of  course,  de- 
pending largely  upon  the  enrollment. 

Superintendent  Swift's  report  in  1889  to  tne  s*ate  superintendent  of  the 
number  of  pupils  of  school  age  in  the  county,  showed  a  total  number  of 
6,267,  made  up  of  3,205  boys  and  3,062  girls,  the  boys  being  in  the  majority 
by  143- 

Statistics  from  Shelby  county  teachers'  journal,  February  18,  T904: 
Total  number  of  school  age  in  Shelby  county  today,  5,928;  twenty  years  ago, 
5,515.  Total  number  of  library  books  now,  9,469;  twenty  years  ago,  250. 
Value  of  school  houses  now,  $122,425;  then,  $91,975;  average  wages  paid 
rural  school  teachers  in  Shelby  county  today,  $33.89;  twenty  years  ago, 

$34-19 

WAGES  OF  TEACHERS. 

In  1879  a  majority  of  the  country  schools  had  seven  months'  school, 
although  Lincoln  and  Monroe  had  eight  months,  and  Greeley  township  had 
nine  months.  The  wages  paid  first  class  teachers  were:  Harlan,  $25; 
Douglas,  $30;  Jefferson.  $28;  Jackson,  $30;  Fairview,  $30;  Lincoln,  $30; 
Monroe,  $30;  Greeley,  $30;  Shelby,  $25;  Westphalia  had  six  months  and 
paid  $35  per  month,  except  the  town  school,  which  had  ten  months.  M.  J. 
Heires  taught  the  school  at  $50  per  month.  The  enrollment  of  the  town 
school  was  84. 

KIRKMAN  CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOL. 

The  recent  prominent  movement  in  Shelby  county  education  is  the  for- 
mation of  consolidated  independent  school  districts,  that  is,  the  annexation, 
of  course  after  the  vote  of  the  people,  of  territory  surrounding  a  village  or 
town,  with  the  school  district  in  the  village  or  town,  and  with  provision  for 
the  transportation  of  pupils  from  the  county  territory  to  the  school  house. 
Shelby  county  now  has  four  consolidated  independent  school  districts  in 
which  pupils  are  transported  in  hacks  to  school  some  miles  from  the  country. 
These  districts  are  the  Harlan  independent  district,  the  Tennant  consolidated 
independent  district,  the  Kirkman  consolidated  independent  district  and  the 
Irwin  independent  district. 
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The  Kirkman  consolidated  district  was  established  following  an  election 
on  April  26,  19I3,  on  which  date  the  vote  favoring  a  consolidated  district 
was:  In  town  37,  in  the  country  22,  or  a  total  of  59  votes  in  favor  of  the 
proposition;  the  vote  against  consolidation  was:  in  town,  7  votes,  and  in  the 
country  13,  or  a  total  of  20  votes  against  the  proposed  consolidated  district. 
The  new  board  of  education  was  organized  May  19,  191 3. 

The  territory  embraced  by  the  district  at  the  present  time  includes  the 
town  of  Kirkman  and  all  of  Douglas  township,  except  four  corner  sub-dis- 
tricts, 1.  3,  7  and  9.  The  pupils  from  this  territory  are  conveyed  to  the 
school  in  Kirkman  by  means  of  four  hacks. 

The  course  of  study,  which  is  being  printed,  provides  for  the  taking  of 
agriculture  in  the  eleventh  grade,  instruction  in  this  branch  having  been 
offered  for  the  first  time  in  the  fall  of  191 4.  So  far  the  subject  has  been 
taught  by  text  books.  Courses  are  also  offered  in  domestic  science  and  in 
manual  training.  The  equipment  of  the  school  consists  of  ten  double  steel 
vises  and  work  benches  and  one  lot  of  tools  for  carpenter  work.  For  the 
domestic  science  there  arc  five  double  cook  tables,  one  kitchen  cabinet,  one 
blau-gas  range  connected  with  a  blau-gas  plant,  cooking  and  table  equipment, 
also  a  sewing  machine.  For  the  teaching  of  the  agriculture  there  is  also  one 
set  of  agricultural  charts. 

TMNNAXT  CONSOI.mATKI)  SC  HOOL. 

In  1013  the  consolidated  independent  school  district  of  Tennant  was 
formed  from  certain  territory  in  Shelby,  Cass  and  Lincoln  townships.  Dur- 
ing 1913-14  a  fine  brick  school  building  was  erected.  It  is  equipped  with 
modern  heating  apparatus,  plumbing,  ventilation,  and  with  apparatus  for 
manual  training  and  domestic  science. 

The  building  was  dedicated  March  14,  1914.  The  school  now  has  an 
enrollment  of  one  hundred  ami  twenty-eight  pupils,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  ninetv-five  per  cent.  The  pupils  are  conveyed  several  miles,  in  five 
hacks,  to  the  school.  These  hacks  begin  picking  tip  the  pupils  about  seven 
o'clock.  The  drivers  are  paid  an  average  salary  of  nearly  seventy  dollars 
per  month. 

The  first  principal  of  the  school  was  A.  W.  Phillips.  The  first  and  pres- 
ent board  of  education  is:  George  X.  Cook,  president:  R.  F.  Plumb,  August 
Turke.  Albert  Hansen,  bred  T.  Miller,  and  F.  L.  Hansen,  treasurer.  The 
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first  secretary  was  R.  A.  Studley,  who  worked  especially  hard  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  school. 

The  present  teaching  force  is  composed  of  Thomas  L.  Cook;  Blanche 
Morris,  domestic  science;  Miss  Freiburghouse,  intermediate  grades;  Hattie 
Wulff,  grammar  grades;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wiley,  primary  grades. 

The  school  offers  the  following  courses:  Ninth  grade — First  Semester: 
Latin,  algebra,  English,  physical  geography;  second  Semester:  Latin,  algebra, 
English,  agriculture.  Tenth  grade — First  Semester :  general  history,  English, 
Latin,  home  economics  or  manual  training:  second' Semester :  general  history, 
English,  I^tin,  home  economics  or  manual  training. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

The  city  of  Harlan  and  the  towns  of  Shelby,  Defiance  and  Irwin  have 
taken  especial  pride  in  maintaining  high  standards  for  their  high  schools. 
Graduates  of  Harlan  and  of  Shelby  are  admitted  without  examination  to  the 
State  University  and  to  the  other  leading  colleges  of  the  state  and  other 
states.  Graduates  of  Irwin  and  of  Defiance  receive  credit  for  their  courses, 
so  far  as  maintained  by  these  schools.  The  towns  of  Tennant  and  Kirkman 
are  also  building  up  strong  schools,  which  are  made  possible  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  a  large  tract  of  surrounding  territory,  and  it  is  likely  that  they,  too, 
will  develop  strong  high  schools  with  courses  of  study  in  advance  of  what 
they  now  have.  The  county  has  long  maintained  a  fine  reputation  for  the 
number  of  its  young  people  who  are  taking,  or  have  taken,  work  in  the  lead- 
ing colleges  and  universities  of  the  country.  Shelby  county  young  people 
have  been  graduated  from  the  following  universities:  Kansas,  Nebraska. 
Iowa.  Northwestern.  Chicago,  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  Yale,  and  from  the 
following  colleges:  Iowa  Agricultural  College,  Simpson,  Cornell,  Grinnell, 
Des  Moines,  Highland  Park,  Tabor,  Drake,  State  Teachers'  College  and 
others. 


THE  WESTERN  IOWA  VOCATIONAL  COLLEGE,  OF  HARLAN,  IOWA. 
Contributed  Vpon  Request  by  G.  W.  Cullison,  of  Harlan. 

This  college  is  owned  and  controlled  by  a  corporation  organized  under 
the  laws  of  Iowa,  not  for  pecuniary  profit.    It  was  organized  on  the  19th  day 
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of  April,  191 1,  by  L.  F.  Potter,  O.  P.  Wyland,  \\  .  T.  Shepherd,  C.  F.  Swift 
and  Q.  W.  Cullison,  all  citizens  of  Harlan. 

Prior  to  that  time  one  \Y.  L.  Hoff,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  had  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city  of  Harlan, 
land  this  tract  out  as  an  addition  to  the  city  known  as  College  Heights, 
and  sold  lots  to  many  citizens  of  Harlan  and  vicinity  with  the  implied  under- 
standing that  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  lots  should  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  Jmilding  and  equipping  a  college.  He  platted  the  college 
campus  and  began  the  erection  of  the  college  building.  He  was  unable  to 
finish  the  building  and  had  no  means  with  which  to  equip  it.  It  then  became 
apparent  to  all  that  the  college  enterprise  would  fail  unless  some  one  other 
than  Mr.  Hoff  would  take  hold  of  it  and  all  the  money  so  far  expended  would 
be  lost. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  gentlemen  above  named  organized  the 
corporation,  as  above  stated,  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hoff  in  the  entire 
property  and  proceeded  to  tinish  the  college  building  and  furnish  it 
for  use  as  a  college.  It  co-t  them,  in  addition  to  the  amount  received  from 
the  sale  of  lots,  the  full  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  building,  equip- 
ment and  campus  represent  an  investment  of  sixty  thousand  dollars.  The 
main  building  is  sixty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  three  stories  high, 
with  a  large  and  commodious  basement.  It  is  modern  in  design  and  architec- 
ture, and  has  numerous  closets,  wardrobes,  lavatories  and  toilets.  It  has  a 
library  room,  an  apparatus  room,  two  executive  offices,  a  dining  room  and 
kitchen,  a  gymnasium,  with  shower  baths  and  dressing  rooms,  a  music  room 
and  practice  rooms,  a  chapel,  and  tour  large  commodious,  well-lighted,  well- 
ventilated  school  rooms  and  recitation  rooms  adjoining.  It  will  comfortably 
accommodate  five  hundred  students.  It  has  a  complete  system  of  heating, 
lighting,  ventilation  and  sewerage.  It  is  the  most  perfectly  planned  and 
equipped  building  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  The  college  is  situated  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  city,  with  a  campus  of  twenty  acres,  and  commands  the 
most  enchanting  view  of  the  surrounding  country  to  be  found  anywhere. 

The  college  opened  September  4.  10 11.  and  has  added  much  to  the  edu- 
cational facilities  of  Harlan.  It  aims  to  tram  young  men  and  women  for  the 
active  vocations,  for  useful  and  happy  lives  and  to  give  its  students  power  to 
do,  to  understand,  to  initiate  and  manage  business  affairs  for  themselves  or 
others,  and  furnish  them  a  chart  and  compass  that  will  lead  into  the  great 
fields  of  human  knowledge  and  experience  and  bring  to  the  student  a  well- 
poised  culture  and  refinement. 
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The  college  is  now  being  conducted  by  the  Professors  McAdams,  to- 
gether with  a  corps  of  able  assistants. 

Its  courses  of  study  are:  1— Academic,  including  English,  Latin,  his- 
tory, geography,  mathematics,  physics,  science,  and  politics;  2 — Normal — 
The  science  and  art  of  teaching,  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  and  physi- 
ology; 3 — Business — Penmanship,  bookkeeping,  commercial  arithmetic  and 
commercial  law;  4 — Shorthand  and  typewriting:  5 — Vocal  and  instrumental 
music;  6 — Manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  agriculture. 

■ 

ELK  HORN  COLLEGE. 

The  Elk  Horn  Lutheran  High  School  and  College  was  established  in 
1878,  and  opened  its  first  school  year  November  1,  1878,  with  an  enrollment 
of  fifteen  students  under  the  instructive  care  of  three  professors,  Rev.  O.  L. 
Kirkeborg,  Chr.  T.  Ostergaard  and  Mr.  Grouse.  Three  acres  of  the  land  had 
previously  been  presented  by  the  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran  congregation 
in  Elk  Horn  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  high  school  building.  During  the 
summer  and  falal  of  1878  a  two-story  building  was  erected,  which  would 
house  about  twenty-five  students,  and  a  dwelling  for  a  professor. 

The  general  purpose  of  the  school  was  to  help  young  folk  coming  over 
here  from  the  fatherland,  Denmark,  to  obtain  such  an  instruction  as  would 
qualify  them  for  their  professions  or  work  in  this  country.  Hence  the  in- 
struction was  given  in  two  languages,  Danish  and  English.  But  the  special 
purpose  was  to  impress  upon  their  minds  a  clear  view  of  the  spiritual  treas- 
ures brought  over  here  from  the  fatherland  in  the  Danish  history  and  lit- 
erature, so  they  might,  by  being  honest  and  true,  adhere  to  their  forefathers' 
religion  (the  Lutheran  church)  and  become  good  citizens,  enlightened  Chris- 
tians and  earnest  church  members. 

The  founder  of  tins  school  was  the  local  church  congregation,  but  Dan- 
ish Lutherans  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States  contributed  fre- 
quently to  the  noble  undertaking,  even  some  Americans  donating  liberally. 
Ministers  A.  S.  Xielscn.  Holm  Rosenstrand  aud  O.  L.  Kirkeberg,  and  lay- 
men Rasmus  Hansen,  Jorgen  Jensen  (George  James),  T.  S.  Petersen  and 
Christen  Christensen.  deserve  to  be  mentioned  as  the  most  active  members 
of  the  founders  of  this  school.    Rev.  O.  L.  Kirkeberg  was  the  first  president. 

Early  courses  of  study  included  Danish,  English,  history,  and  lectures 
on  different  subjects  taken  from  science  and  literature.  Singing  of  Danish 
hymns  was  frequently  taught.  The  preparatory  work  for  the  ministry  in  the 
Danish  church  was  also  carried  on  in  some  measure. 
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The  school  has  in  the  past  maintained  the  following  departments  of 
study :  Hojskole,  academic,  normal,  domestic  economy,  college,  commercial, 
music ;  and  has  had  an  enrollment  of  more  than  one  hundred  students  and  a 
faculty  consisting  of  nine  professors  and  instructors. 

The  student  body  over  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  represents  nearly 
all  states  in  the  Union  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  numbers 
between  two  and  three  thousand.  A  number  of  these  students  occupy  today 
trustworthy  positions  as  ministers,  lawyers,  professors,  doctors,  business 
men,  etc. 

The  school  has  for  twenty-live  years  been  supported  chiefly  by  the 
faithful  Danish  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Elk  Horn.  A  great  deal  of  work 
and  much  money  have  been  donated  by  them  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  institution. 

The  Elk  Horn  high  school  was  at  first  owned  by  Rev.  O.  L.  Kirkeberg. 
In  1880  it  was  transferred  to  the  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America.  Afterwards,  upon  the  earnest  request  of  that  church  body,  it  was 
sold  to  Rev.  K.  Anker  in  1890.  For  four  years  it  was  his  property,  but 
then  he,  in  1894,  sold  the  school  to  the  newly  organized  Danish  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  North  America.  In  1896  this  church  body  was  united 
with  the  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Association  and  from  that  time  until 
the  month  of  June.  1903,  it  was  the  property  of  the  United  Danish  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  in  America,  when  it  was  sold  to  a  stock  company, 
chiefly  consisting  of  members  of  the  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  in 
Elk  Horn. 

It  was  the  aim  of  this  company  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  make  this  school 
prosper  and  keep  it  going  in  such  a  way  that  it  would  be  able  to  educate  our 
youth  and  qualify  them  for  taking  up  the  line  of  work  for  which  they  are 
talented  as  good  citizens  and  earnest,  sincere,  pious  Christians. 

A  special  stress  will  lie  laid  upon  educating  young  men  and  women  for 
teaching  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  Many  sttudents  and  graduates 
from  this  school  have  in  former  days  performed  excellent  work  in  the  public 
schools. 

On  May  1,  1887,  the  original  high  school  building  bunted  down,  but  was 
rebuilt  the  same  year. 

The  main  college  building  was  unfortunately  burned  on  January  30. 
1910,  but  the  local  patriotism  and  devotion  to  this  college  gave  such  good 
account  of  itself  that  a  tine  new  building  was  dedicated  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  This  new  building  contains  rooms  for  about  sixty  students,  a 
large  auditorium,  studio  for  music,  library,  two  class  rooms,  reading  rooms 
and  dining  room. 
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Rev.  C.  C.  Kloth  is  now  president  of  the  institution.  The  present  en- 
rollment of  students  is  about  fifty  and  includes  students  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.   The  regular  school  year  opens  on  December  i . 

The  courses  of  study  include  rural  high  school,  three  months'  course  in 
all  the  common  school  branches  and  especially  English  for  newcomers ;  music, 
both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  gymnastics. 

The  teachers  at  present  are  Rev.  C.  C.  Kloth,  Miss  Dorothea  Jensen, 
Miss  Annie  Jensen  and  Alfred  Koch.  The  Danish  Evangelical  Church  coun- 
cil conducts  the  present  management  of  the  college. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


LITERARY  DEVELOPMENT 


LITERARY  AND  DERATING  SOCIETIES. 

One  of  the  extremely  interesting  institutions  established  in  Shelby  county 
in  the  pioneer  times  was  the  literary  society,  sometimes  called  by  the  pioneers 
the  "lyceum,"  or  simply  the  "literary."  'Hie  pioneers  and  their  families  very 
generally  attended  these  literary  societies,  which  usually  met  in  the  school 
Houses.  A  fine  social  life  centered  about  these  societies.  These  organizations 
were  established  in  practically  every  early  settlement  in  the  county.  They 
did  much  to  develop  ready  and  capable  extemporaneous  speakers,  who  were 
able  to  give  good  account  of  themselves  in  county  political  conventions,  at 
church  gatherings  and  on  all  public  occasions.  Indeed,  this  author  is  in- 
clined to  believe  that  the  first  generation  in  Shelby  county  contained  more 
ready  and  effective  public  speakers  than  the  present  generation  with  much 
better  opportunities,  or  at  least  education.  Of  course,  the  secret  societies,  and 
the  "Grange,"  the  "Fanners'  Alliance,"  the  "Good  Templars"  and  other  or- 
ganizations helped  to  develop  ready  and  effective  thinkers  and  public  speakers, 
although  the  literary  societies  antedated  most  of  the  other  organizations 
except,  possibly,  the  very  early  churches. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  societies  was  the  Young  Folks'  Literary  Society 
of  Harlan,  which  appears  to  have  beer,  established  about  1874. 

In  January,  1873,  also,  the  students  of  the  upjKT  grades  of  the  Harlan 
schools  had  formed  themselves  into  a  literary  society. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  George  1).  Ross,  of  Harlan,  the  writer  has  been 
able  t  >  see  the  constitution  of  "The  Young  Folks  Literary  Society  of  Harlan" 
of  which  he  was  a  leading  member.  This  constitution  was  undoubtedly 
typical  of  all.  There  were  thirteen  articles  111  this  constitution.  In  these 
provisions  were  made  for  officers  of  the  society  consisting  of  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary,  treasurer,  editor,  and  doorkeeper,  and  their  duties  de- 
fined, all  of  which  officers  were  elective  on  the  last  Saturday  evening  of  each 
month  and  installed  on  the  first  Saturday  evening  of  the  next  month.  Aside 
from  the  usual  duties  of  a  president  of  any  organization,  the  president  of 
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this  society  was  required  to  procure  the  services  of  some  one  to  build  fires, 
light  up  tjie  room  and  keep  it  in  order,  and  he  was  further  obliged  upon  taking 
his  seat  as  such  president  to  deliver  an  opening  address  and,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  to  deliver  a  closing  address.  The  duties  of  the  editor 
were  to  prepare  a  paper  for  each  meeting  and  read  the  same,  and  also  to  act 
as  critic  during  his  term. 

Article  seven  of  this  constitution  was  somewhat  unique.  It  provided 
that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  doorkeeper  to  tend  the  door  at  each  meeting 
"and  collect  ten  cents  from  every  man  not  accompanying  a  lady,  and  to  pass 
in  free  all  ladies  and  all  gentlemen  accompanying  ladies  and  at  the  close  of 
each  meeting  to  hand  the  receipts  over  to  the  treasurer." 

''Any  suitable  person,  gentleman  or  lady,"  might  become  a  member  of 
the  society  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  membership,  a  lady  being  required  only 
to  sign  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  but  a  gentleman  being  required  in  addi- 
tion to  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  fifty  cents. 

Appearance  on  the  program  was  enforced  by  a  fine  of  ten  cents  for 
each  failure  and  if  these  fines  were  not  paid  at  the  end  of  four  weeks  the 
secretary  was  required  to  strike  the  name  of  the  delinquent  member  from  the 
roll  of  the  society.  A  program  committee  consisting  of  five  members  was 
appointed  by  the  president  at  the  inception  of  his  term.  The  duty  of  this 
committee  was  to  prepare  and  present  to  the  society  each  evening  a  program 
for  the  next  evening,  provided,  however,  that  at  the  option  of  the  society  any 
two  members  might  choose  a  member  in  turn  until  all  of  the  members  were 
chosen,  one  side  then  to  furnish  an  entertainment  for  one  evening,  and  the 
other  side  for  the  next  evening,  and  so  on  through  one  term  of  office,  the 
first  choice  of  members  to  be  determined  by  lot.  The  order  of  the  exercises 
was  as  follows:  Call  to  order;  reading  of  minutes  of  previous  meeting; 
admission  of  members;  evening's  program;  miscellaneous  business,  embracing 
election  of  officers,  reports  of  officers  and  committees;  adjournment. 

It  appears  that  dialogues  were  very  popular  at  the  time  of  this  literary 
society,  for  every  program  had  one  or  more  presented.  On  November  7, 
1874,  the  following  caste  for  a  dialogue  appeared:  Barkeej>er.  George  D. 
Ross;  Policeman.  Joseph  Babcock ;  Drunkard,  William  Bergstresser ;  Jailer. 
E.  J.  Fenton;  Faith,  Miss  H.  M.  Allen;  Hope,  Miss  Ella  Swain;  Charity. 
Mrs.  Ida  Reynolds. 

The  debates  were  also  deservedly  popular,  including  such  questions  as 
these:  "Resolved,  that  intemperance  has  caused  more  misery  and  suffering 
than  war";  "Resolved,  that  slander  causes  more  suffering  to  the  human 
family  than  intemperance";  "Resolved,  that  capital  punishment  should  be 
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abolished  in  the  United  States,  except  lor  the  crime  of  treason";  "Resolved, 
that  ojie  should  never  advocate  or  defend  that  which  he  knows  to  be  false." 
By  the  way,  this  question  was  affirmed  by  Thomas  Way  and  Professor  Girton, 
county  superintendent  of  schools,  and  the  negative  by  W.  A.  Bergstresser  and 
Cyrus  Beard  (now  a  member  of  the  state  supreme  court  of  Wyoming-).  A 
selection  was  also  read  by  A.  G.  W< afenbarger,  now  a  very  prominent  at- 
torney of  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Smith,  later  state  senator  from  the  Shelby-Cass  dis- 
trict, was  on  the  affirmative  of  this  subject:  "Resolved,  that  moral  suasion 
has  done  more  to  suppress  intemperance  than  legal  coercion." 

On  June  20.  1874.  the  following  was  the  program  of  the  Young  Folks' 
Literary  Society  of  Harlan: 

Oration,  George  1).  Ross,  J.  V.  Brazie,  J.  E.  Bennett. 

Declamation,  D.  E.  Lang,  J.  Babcock,  T.  Burr. 

Select  Reading,  Misses  Fannie  Worts,  H.  Brazie,  I).  Swain. 

Essays,  Misses  Ella  Swain,  Ida  Reynolds.  William  Bergstrcsser. 

Committee  on  Music,  S.  A.  Burke,  Miss  Reynolds.  Miss  Worts. 

Question  for  Debate:  "Resolved,  That  it  is  better  to  build  our  new 
court  house  by  direct  tax  than  by  bonds."  Affirmative :  E.  G.  Fenton,  E. 
Gittings,  O.  Reynolds.    Negative:  S.  A.  Burke.  E.  Williams,  O.  Wyland. 

One  of  the  questions  discussed  bv  the  Young  hoiks'  Literary  Society 
of  Harlan,  September  26,  1874,  was,  "Resolved,  thai  foreign  immigration 
to  the  United  States  should  be  encouraged."  Another  question  discussed 
ou  OcIoIhm-  24,  1874,  was,  "Resolved,  thai  slander  causes  more  suffering 
t<.  the  human  family  than  intemperance." 

In  1874,  the  Harlan  Literary  Society  gave  what  was  called  "a  necktie 
sociable."  proceeds  to  be  donated  to  the  Methodist  church  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  the  church  to  purchase  an  organ  Neckties  were  brought  to  the 
place  of  meeting  for  sale. 

In  1876  the  Douglas  Township  Literary  Society  debated,  among  others, 
the  following  questions:  "Resolved,  that  the  herd  law  would  Ik*  a  benefit 
to  this  country";  and,  "Resolved,  that  a  liar  would  be  more  damage  to  the 
country  than  a  thief,"  and  "Resolved,  that  the  attendance  of  pupils  of  our 
public  schools  should  be  enforced  by  legislation."  (This  last  question  indi- 
cates that  there  were  thinkers  in  those  days  anticipating  what  has  come  to 
l>e  real  legislation  in  our  own  time.)  In  January.  1877,  Windv  Knoll, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Harlan  township,  had  a  debating  society  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  In  January.  1870.  Hacklown  had  a  debating  societv.  One  of 
the  questions  discussed  was.  "Resolved,  that  women  should  have  the  right 
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to  vote  and  hold  offices."  In  this  literary  society  it  appears  that  a  number 
of  ladies  appeared  on  the  program.  In  Fairview  township  in  1876,  at  one  of 
the  debating  societies,  this  question  was  discussed,  "Resolved,  that  novel 
reading  is  wrong." 

It  appears  that  the  elders  came  in  occasionally  and  addressed  the  so- 
ciety at  Harlan,  for  it  is  recorded  that  J.  W.  Chatburn  was  present  at  one  of 
the  meetings  and  talked  to  the  young  people,  his  topic  being  "The  Road  Be- 
tween Here  and  the  Mill."  It  also  appears  that  Dr.  F.  M.  Hill,  of  Manteno, 
was  invited  to  lecture  before  the  society  at  Harlan. 

On  December  28,  1875,  there  was  a  literary  society  meeting  regularly 
in  the  Waterbury  school  house  in  Fairview  township,  and  also  one  in  the 
Michael  school  house  in  Douglas  township. 

In  January,  1876,  there  was  a  literary  society  at  the  Flaugher  school 
house  in  Union  township. 

In  1877  a  literary  society  was  organized  at  the  John  Fritz  school  house 
in  Jackson  township. 

In  1877  a  literary  society  at  the  Pioneer  school  house  in  Cass  township, 
was  discussing  the  question  of  "Woman's  Rights."  There  was  about  this 
time,  a  literary  society  at  Leland's  Grove,  in  the  same  township.  One  of  the 
questions  debated  was  "Should  women  have  the  right  to  vote?"  In  Novem- 
ber, 1876.  at  the  court  house  in  Harlan  the  advisability  of  extending  the  ballot 
to  the  women  of  the  United  States  was  affirmed  by  J.  B.  Swain  and  denied 
by  L.  H.  Thompson  and  J.  V.  Brazie. 

In  January,  1877,  the  Hacktown  Literary  Society,  of  Fairview  town- 
ship, was  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

In  Douglas  township  in  January.  1877,  there  was  a  literary  society 
calling  itself  "The  Middle  Botna  Association,"  which  met  at  the  Mitchell 
school  house  every  Saturday  evening.  A  local  correspondent  says  that  at  this 
school  house  "questions  that  have  for  years  puzzled  our  nation  are  discussed 
and  decided  without  difficulty." 

On  January  26,  1878.  the  citizens  of  the  Glendale  district,  which  was  in 
sulxlistrict  No.  5,  Shelby  township,  met  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  de- 
bating society.  A.  J.  Taber  was  chosen  president ;  J.  B.  Linn,  vice-president ; 
M.  V.  Best,  secretary,  and  L.  D.  Dickenson,  treasurer.  The  first  question 
debated  by  the  society  was:  "Resolved,  that  the  works  of  nature  afford 
more  pleasure  to  the  eye  than  the  works  of  art."  The  principal  disputants 
were  George  Battey  and  M.  V.  Best. 

Another  joint  discussion,  which  occurred  in  February,  1879,  was  be- 
(28) 
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tween  the  Hacktown  Literary  Society,  below  the  present  village  of  Corley- 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  the  Fairview  Society,  which  was  in  the 
same  township.  The  question  was,  "Resolved,  that  the  Indian  has  more 
cause  for  complaint  for  maltreatment  than  the  negro."  Fairview  affirmed 
and  Hacktown  denied.   The  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  negative. 

The  Glendale  Literary  Society  of  the  north  part  of  Shelby  township 
in  the  seventies,  among  other  questions,  debated  these :  "Resolved,  that  the 
works  of  nature  are  of  more  pleasure  to  the  eye  than  the  works  of  art;" 
"Resolved,  that  we  as  a  nation  set  a  good  example  for  other  nations  to  fol- 
low." 

At  the  Frum  school  house  in  Shelby  township  at  an  early  day  these  ques- 
tions were  debated  :  "Resolved,  that  women  should  be  allowed  to  vote ;" 
"Resolved,  that  Hawaii  should  be  annexed  to  the  United  States." 

On  December  14,  1879,  the  literary  society  of  Douglas  township  dis- 
cussed the  subject :  "Resolved,  that  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  should 
lie  prohibited  in  the  United  States." 

Two  questions  discussed  by  one  of  the  country  literary  societies  in  De- 
cember, 1879.  were:  "Resolved,  that  the  protective  tariff  is  injurious  to  the 
producing  class."  and  "Resolved,  that  education  is  more  beneficial  than 
wealth." 

These  literary  societies  from  different  townships  sometimes  had  joint 
debates.  For  example,  in  February,  1879,  the  Jackson  Township  Literary 
Society  and  the  Windy  Knoll  Literary  Society  of  Harlan  township  (now 
Center),  held  a  joint  debate  at  the  Poling  school  house  in  Center  township. 
The  question  discussed  was,  "Resolved,  that  war  is  a  greater  evil  than  the 
disregard  of  one's  own  conscience,"  the  Jackson  Township  Society  having 
the  affirmative,  and  Windy  Knoll  the  negative.  The  judges  were  IT.  Gray. 
C.  E,  Graves,  William  Scroggins,  E.  Meyers  and  J.  Goodwcll.  A  county 
paper  of  the  time  records  the  fact  that  this  debate  was  "exceedingly  com- 
bative and  resulted  in  favor  of  the  negative,"  further  adding,  "there  was  a 
crowded  house  and  everything  pleasant  except  a  little  disturbance  by  a  lad 
filled  with  whiskey." 

The  Douglas  Township  Literary  Society,  in  February,  1879,  discussed 
the  question,  "Resolved,  that  Lincoln  deserves  more  honor  for  defending 
the  United  States  than  Washington  did  for  founding  it." 

There  was  a  literary  society  at  the  Slates'  school  house  in  December, 
1879.  In  May,  1879,  there  was  in  Harlan  a  Ladies'  Literary  Society.  Mrs. 
I).  M.  Wyland  was  one  of  the  members.  There  was  a  debating  society  at  the 
Bunnell  school  house  at  Cuppy's  Grove  in  January,  1887. 
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In  1883,  Harlan  had  a  Chautauqua  Literary  Society  with  the  following 
membership:  D.  O.  Stuart,  J.  Stiles,  J.  E.  Weaver,  Katie  Goodyear,  S.  A. 
Burke,  Thomas  H.  Smith,  W.  W.  Girton,  N.  W.  Macy,  Mrs.  P.  Wicks,  F. 

B.  Eshelman,  R.  M.  LeGore,  Mrs.  Fannie  Tinsley,  Miss  Marian  Wicks,  Annie 

C.  Walker,  G.  W.  Cullison,  Ella  Smith,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Weaver,  Mrs.  O.  P. 
Wyland,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Stiles,  Miss  Helen  M.  Perkins,  Miss  Ina  Fritz,  Mrs.  D. 
M.  Wyland,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Stuart,  Mrs.  Hattie  C.  Miller,  Mrs.  Reppa  L.  Bow- 
lin,  Mrs.  A.  X.  Stamm,  Miss  Flora  True,  W.  M.  Bomberger,  N.  Booth,  Rob- 
ert P.  Foss,  F.  M.  Reynolds,  Mrs.  Frank  French,  Miss  Maggie  Coenen. 

Early  in  October,  1884,  the  Harlan  Methodist  Episcopal  church  held  a 
literary  contest,  which  is  described  in  a  Harlan  paper  as  follows : 

"The  literary  contest  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  last  Friday 
night  brought  out  a  good  audience  in  spite  of  the  threatening  appearance 
of  the  weather.  The  contestants  were  thoroughly  prepared  on  recitations 
and  readings.  The  first  prize  was  carried  off  by  Miss  Rose  Ewing,  who  re- 
cited one  of  Will  Carleton's  poems  entitled  'Out  of  the  Old  House,  Nancy.' 
Myrtle  Ryan  (now  Mrs.  Charles  Escher,  Jr.),  of  Greeley  township,  took  the 
second  premium  on  her  recitation,  'Darius  Green  and  his  Flying  Machine.' 
Rose  Ewing  also  took  the  special  premium  offered  by  the  Republican  for  the 
best  speller  on  a  list  of  twenty-five  words."  The  prize  was  taken  by  spelling 
eighteen  of  them  correctly.  The  poorest  speller  among  the  contestants 
spelled  only  twelve  of  them  correctly.  The  list  was:  Easily,  peaceable, 
separate,  belief,  supercede,  accede,  alpaca,  managing,  changeable,  necessity, 
sieve,  grieve,  Cincinnati,  croquet,  civilize,  neutral,  manufactory,  skillful,  feasi- 
ble, serene,  scissors,  villain,  victuals,  seizing. 

The  literary  society  save  and  except  in  the  high  schools  of  the  county, 
has  virtually  disappeared.  It  is  not  apparent  that  any  institution  of  any- 
thing like  character  or  of  equal  value  has  come  to  do  for  men  and  women  the 
splendid  work  which  it  did  during  the  seventies,  eighties,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent during  the  nineties  in  Shelby  county. 

HARI.AN  LITERARY  CLUB. 

The  Harlan  Literary  Club  was  organized  in  1891  and  was  federated 
in  1896,  there  being  at  that  time  but  four  clubs  in  Iowa  so  federated.  The 
person  first  most  active  in  the  organization  of  the  club  was  Mrs.  Alice  Warner, 
wife  of  Superintendent  A.  B.  Warner,  of  the  city  schools.  She  talked  with 
Mrs.  Jennie  S.  Cullison  and  others,  with  the  result  that  the  club  was  organized 
as  above  stated  with  the  following  charter  members:    Mrs.  Alice  Warner, 
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Mrs.  M.  E.  McArthur,  Mrs.  Belle  Wyland,  Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Macy,  Mrs. 
JennieS.  Cullison,  Mrs.  Sallie  R.  Stuart,  Mrs.  Nettie  F  Cobb,  Mrs.  Josie 
W.  Smith,  Mrs.  M.  Carrie  Turner.  Mrs.  Arthur  E.  Noble,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Pexton,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Cockercll,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Byeis,  Mrs.  Martha  Potter, 
Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Robinson. 

The  object  of  the  club,  as  set  forth  in  its  constitution,  is  "the  develop- 
ment in  its  members  of  a  higher  literary  taste  and  culture  and  to  secure  to 
each  a  more  general  knowledge  of  the  important  topics  of  the  day." 

Among  the  topics  presented  and  discussed  in  the  early  years  of  the 
organization  were :  "American  Bar  and  Judges" ;  "Government  Owner- 
ship of  Railroads";  "Military  Training  in  Iowa  Schools";  "The  Value  of 
Political  Equality";  "Church  Entertainments":  "Social  Institutions  of  the 
United  States:"  "Bi-Metallism  and  the  Cold  Standard,"  etc. 

The  club  also  studies  many  subjects  dealing  with  art,  literature  and 
science.  At  practically  all  of  the  meetings  there  has  l>een  and  is  much  parlia- 
mentary drill  and  practice. 

Among  the  persons  who  have  been  secretary  of  the  club  are:  Mrs. 
Belle  Wyland.  Mrs.  Jennie  S.  Cullison,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Turner,  Mrs.  Althea 
Noble.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Cockerell,  Mrs.  Sallie  R.  Stuart,  Mis.  Lucy  A.  Robin- 
son, Mrs.  Nettie  E.  Cobb.  Mrs.  Martha  Potter,  Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Macy.  Mrs. 
Josephine  W.  Smith  and  others. 

The  office  of  president  has  been  held  in  turn  by  all  of  the  members  of  the 
club,  the  fundamental  law  of  the  club  so  providing,  the  purpose  being  that 
as  many  as  possible  might  have  training  and  experience  as  a  presiding  officer. 

FRIDAY  CLUB  OF  HARLAN,  IOWA. 

The  Friday  Club  of  Harlan,  Iowa,  was  organized  October  4,  1903,  and 
federated  in  1905.  The  constitution  of  the  club  provides  that,  "The  object 
of  this  club  shall  be  to  stimulate  interest  in  literature,  art,  science,  and  the 
leading  topics  of  the  day."  The  members  of  the  club  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  library  movement. 

The  first  officers  of  the  club  were:  Mrs.  Catherine  Whitney,  presi- 
dent: Mrs.  Margaret  McPheeters,  vice-president:  Miss  Matie  Errett,  sccre- 
tarv;  Mrs.  Grace  Ledwich,  treasurer. 

The  presidents  of  the  club  to  date  have  been  Mrs.  Margaret  Mc- 
Pheeters, Miss  Jennie  Osborn,  Mrs.  Mabel  Nielsen.  Mrs.  Pearl  Franklin, 
Mrs.  Belle  Camerv,  and  Mrs.  Ethel  Mayne.  and  the  secretaries  to  date  have 
been  Mrs.  Grace  Ledwich.  Mrs.  Phebe  Barton.  Mrs.  Sadie  Newby,  Miss 
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Cora  Osborn,  Mrs.  Jennie  Baughn,  Mrs.  Jennie  Dunlavy,  Mrs.  Helen  Stewart, 
Mrs.  Catherine  Whitney. 

The  meetings  of  the  club  occur  on  alternate  Friday  afternoons  from 
October  i  to  June  i. 

The  club  was  organized  with  eight  charter  members,  two  of  whom  are 
yet  members  of  the  organization.  The  membership  of  the  club  is  limited  to 
fifteen.  During  the  eleven  years  of  its  existence  the  club  has  had  over 
fifty  names  on  its  membership  roll  and,  with  but  two  exceptions,  all  resigna- 
tions from  the  club  have  been  on  account  of  removal  from  Harlan.  The 
programs  have  been  varied.  For  several  years  the  Bay  View  courses  were 
followed.  For  the  current  year  the  general  topic  for  study  is,  "Our  Island 
Possessions." 

THE  LOYAL  HOME  WORKERS  CLUB  OF  SHELBY. 

The  Loyal  Home  Workers  Club  of  Shelby  was  organized  by  the  fol- 
lowing ladies  of  the  town  as  its  charter  members:  Mesdames  Jones,  Cobb, 
Pomeroy,  Cooper,  Leigh,  Cook,  Evans,  Chestnut,  Tucker,  Farns worth,  An- 
derson, Wortman,  Clausen,  Helm  and  Morton.  The  organization  was  effected 
in  1896.   The  club  was  federated  in  1899. 

This  club  has  accomplished  much  for  the  betterment  of  life  in  Shelby 
and  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  its  achievements.  It  was  instrumental 
in  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  near  the  center  of  the  town,  which  was 
made  into  a  beautiful  little  park  which  has  afforded  much  pleasure  to  the 
citizens  of  the  town  and  in  which  they  now  take  a  proper  pride.  The  club 
also  raised  the  funds  by  which  a  cement  walk  was  laid  from  the  town  to  the 
cemetery,  which  is  located  a  half  mile  south  of  the  town.  A  library  of  five 
hundred  volumes  has  been  procured  through  the  activity  of  this  club,  the 
books  therein  being  available  to  all  citizens  of  Shelby  who  will  pay  the  small 
sum  of  five  cents  per  week  for  the  use  of  a  book  borrowed  from  the  library. 

The  membership  of  the  club  at  present  is:  Mesdames  Atchley,  Beebee, 
Benedict,  Buckley,  Cardcn,  Chestnut,  Clapp,  Clausen,  Coe,  Cook,  Curry,  Frum, 
Hale,  Heathman,  Jones,  Laird,  Mansfield,  Moore,  Oathout,  Pomeroy,  Powers, 
Pryor,  Reams,  Savage,  Scott,  Ward.  Honorary  members  are  Mesdames 
Nancy  Larkin,  Jennie  Newman  and  Agnes  Gochenour. 

The  presidents  of  the  club  in  order  to  date  have  been:  Mesdames 
Alice  Jones,  Ada  Anderson,  Anna  Frum,  Cenevra  Sampev,  Carrie  Helm, 
Minnie  Buckley,  Katharine  Pomeroy,  Julia  Read,  Nettie  Cook.  Lettie  Reams, 
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Bertha  Cassidv,  Alice  Jones.  Ada  Clapp.  Anna  Sett.  Lulu  Clausen.  Ethel 
Hale. 

The  present  officers  are:  President,  Mrs.  Alice  Curry;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Flora  Fruni;  secretary,  Mrs.  Ethel  Hale;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Anna  Frum  : 
librarian,  Mrs.  Hattie  Chestnut;  critic.  Mrs.  I.ettie  Reams;  historian.  Mrs. 
Katharine  Pomeroy. 

CHAUTAUQUA. 

It  will  l>e  difficult  indeed  lor  anyone  to  estimate  adequately  the  far- 
reaching  and  lasting  influence  for  good  of  the  chautauqua  movement  in 
Shell)}'  county.  Long  heforc  the  establishment  of  a  local  chautauqua  at  Har- 
lan, and  at  other  points  in  the  county,  there  was  an  organization  of  persons  in 
Harlan  who  followed  the  very  excellent  chautauqua  course  prescribed  and 
offered  by  the  "parent  chautauqua"  of  Chautauqua.  Xcw  York.  When  the 
chautauqua  assembly  was  maintained  at  the  grounds  near  Council  Bluffs  a 
party  of  Shelby  county  people,  consisting  of  a  dozen  or  more,  attended  much 
of  the  program.  The  local  establishment  of  the  chautauqua  in  Shelby  county 
has  afforded  many  citizens  and  their  families  opportunities  of  seeing  and 
hearing  many  of  the  distinguished  men  and  women  that  other  persons  less 
fortunate  have  been  obliged  to  content  themselves  by  merely  reading  about. 
The  messages  brought  home  to  our  people  by  the^e  leaders  of  the  world's 
thought  and  action  have  made  an  impress  that  will  do  much  towards  carrying 
forward  at  a  proportionate  rate,  in  the  future,  the  splendid  progress,  intellect- 
ually and  morally,  made  by  the  county  in  the  past. 

At  the  commercial  club  rooms  in  Harlan  on  June  i.  1905,  a  |>ermanent 
organization  of  the  Harlan  Chautauqua  Assembly  Association  was  made  with 
the  following  officers :  President.  L.  F.  Potter;  vice-president.  G.  W.  CulH- 
son;  superintendent.  Rev.  C.  J.  English:  secretary,  Frank  G.  Beardsley;  treas- 
urer. P.  P..  Brown.  A  board  of  directors  was  chosen,  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons:  VV.  T.  Shepherd.  Judge  X.  \V.  Macy,  H.  W.  Bvers. 
T.  II.  Smith.  Albert  Hansen.  George  A.  Lux  ford,  George  H.  Miller,  Rev.  L 
G.  Freedline.  W.  C.  Campbell.  Rev.  S  R.  J.  Hoyt,  George  Walters,  Rev.  X. 
II.  Bvers.  M.  K.  Campbell,  C.  F.  Swift.  O.  P.  Wyland.  C.  D.  Booth.  F.  S. 
White.  Rev.  T.  C.  Mclntyre,  C.  G.  Warren.  Rev.  Fr.  Bromcnsehenkel,  Su- 
perintendent O.  W.  Herr. 

At  a  meeting  held  July  _»r.  1905.  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  an  as- 
sessment of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  total  amount  of  the  guarantv  fund  be 
levied,  but  that  those  continuing  on  the  guaranty  list  for  1006  be  refunded 
the  fifteen  per  rent,  levied,  if  the  1906  receipts  should  warrant  such  refund. 
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The  guarantors  meeting  the  deficit  of  the  first  year  were  eventually  reim- 
bursed. 

On  November  28,  1905,  the  guarantors  of  the  Harlan  Chautauqua  or- 
ganized the  association  for  1906  by  choosing  L.  F.  Potter,  president;  H.  W. 
Byers.  first  vice-president;  C.  G.  Warren,  second  vice-president,  and  G.  B. 
Frazier,  treasurer.  Rev.  Dr.  Frank  G.  Beardsley  declined  to  serve  longer  as 
secretary  and  E.  S.  White  was  subsequently  chosen.  Upon  ballot,  a  program 
committee  was  selected  as  follows :  John  Sandham,  W.  T.  Shepherd,  Frank 
G.  Bearsley,  Superintendent  O.  W.  Herr  and  E.  S.  White. 

The  program  of  1906  was  a  notable  one.  That  year  the  people  of  Shelby 
county  saw  and  heard  Mrs.  Maude  Ballington  Booth,  United  States  Senator 
Robert  M.  LaFollette,  F.  W.  Gillilan.  the  humorist,  whose  work  appeared 
then  and  yet  appears  in  many  of  the  leading  magazines,  Hon.  J.  Adam  Bede 
and  Capt.  Richmond  P.  Hobson. 

On  November  22,  1907,  the  Harlan  Chautauqua  Association  was  or- 
ganized as  a  "corporation  not  for  pecuniary  profit."  The  articles  of  incor- 
poration provided  that  the  board  of  directors,  holding  office  until  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  should  be  L.  F.  Potter,  John  Sandham, 
C.  D.  Booth,  G.  W.  Cullison.  W.  T.  Shepherd,  P.  B.  Brown  and  T.  H.  Smith. 

On  April  5,  1907,  L.  F.  Potter  was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of 
directors,  John  Sandham,  vice-president,  E.  S.  White,  secretary,  and  O.  P. 
Wyland,  treasurer. 

On  November  9.  1908,  T.  H.  Smith  was  chosen  president  of  the  board 
of  directors,  Charles  D.  Booth,  vice-president;  E.  S.  White,  secretary,  and 
O.  P.  Wyland,  treasurer.  The  committee  on  talent  for  1909  was  composed 
of  Edmund  Lock  wood,  John  Sandham,  W.  T.  Shepherd,  W.  C.  Campbell  and 
F..  S.  White. 

April  22.  191 1,  Charles  IX  Booth  was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of 
directors:  T.  N.  Franklin,  vice-president:  E.  S.  White,  secretary,  and  O.  P. 
Wyland.  treasurer. 

September  1,  191 1.  it  was  decided  by  the  board  of  directors  to  purchase 
for  the  Chautauqua  Association  lots  Nos.  9,  10.  19  and  20  of  block  2  of  the 
College  Heights  Addition  to  Harlan.  Town,  having  been  previously  directed  to 
purchase  said  real  estate  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  association. 

On  October  4,  191 1,  the  stockholders  of  the  Chautauqua  Association 
voted  unanimously  to  enter  into  contract  with  the  Redpath-Vawter  System 
for  the  holding  of  a  chautauqua  in  Harlan  during  the  year  191 2.  under  which 
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contract  the  Harlan  Chautauqua  Association,  as  a  corporation,  was  guarantor 
for  the. sale  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  season  tickets. 

The  present  officers  of  the  local  association  are  C.  D.  Booth,  president, 
and  George  B.  Gunderson,  secretary. 

The  directors  to  date  have  been,  since  the  incorporation  of  the  associa- 
tion :  L.  F.  Potter,  C.  D.  Booth.  P.  B.  Brown,  G.  W.  Cullison.  John  Sand- 
ham,  T.  H.  Smith,  VV.  T.  Shepherd,  T.  N.  Franklin  and  O.  F.  Graves.  The 
association  owes  much  of  its  success  to  the  perennial  optimism  of  Hon.  G.  VV. 
Cullison,  who  was  for  many  years  its  superintendent. 

This  association  gave  many  notable  programs.  In  1907  it  spent  $2,144.70 
for  lecturers,  musicians  and  entertainers.  Among  the  famous  persons  ap- 
pearing on  the  program  that  year  were  United  States  Senator  Tillman.  Hon. 
William  J.  Bryan,  United  States  Senator  Burkctt,  Jane  Addams.  Rev.  Newell 
Dwight  Hillis  and  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Green. 

In  10x18  the  assixiation  expended  $2,040  on  its  program.  Among  the 
persons  of  national  reputation  appearing  on  this  program  were  the  distin- 
guished author,  Will  Carleton.  since  deceased:  Hon.  Champ  Clark,  present 
speaker  of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives;  Jacob  A.  Riis,  the 
famous  Danish  slum  worker  and  philanthropist  of  \'ew  York  City,  since  de- 
ceased:  Rev.  Ur.  N.  McGee  Waters,  of  Xew  York  City,  and  the  Whitney 
Brothers  Quartet,  some  of  whose  beautiful  selections  then  rendered  may  now 
be  heard  on  the  records  of  the  "Victrola." 

In  1909  the  association  expended  $2,435  for  talent,  presenting  Opie 
Read,  the  distinguished  author,  known  the  country  over:  (lovernor  Folk,  of 
Missouri;  Governor  Hanly.  of  Indiana,  and  the  famous  Civil  War  veteran. 
Gen.  O.  O.  Howard. 

The  programs  throughout  the  history  of  the  association  were  made  to 
exemplify  these  standards  of  an  ideal  program :  Addresses  or  lectures  by 
persons  of  national  reputation  in  literature,  politics  or  science;  music,  both 
instrumental  and  vocal  of  a  high  order:  dramatic  numbers:  experiments  in 
science:  humorous  lectures  to  enliven  and  lighten  the  program;  illustrated  lec- 
tures of  many  different  kinds. 

Chautauqua*  have,  since  the  Harlan  Chautauqua  was  established,  been 
held  at  Defiance,  Irwin,  this  year  at  F.Ik  Horn  for  the  first  time,  aw)  also  at 
Shelby. 

The  present  arrangement  by  which  the  Rcdpath-Yawter  Chautauqua 
System  presents  the  Harlan  program,  relieving  the  local  association  of  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  hiring  and  erecting  a  tent,  of  the  labor  and  expense 
of  putting  up  scats,  etc..  has  in  the  main  proved  satisfactory  and  has  afforded 
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excellent  programs.  This  system  consists  of  a  large  circuit  of  chautauquas 
held  at  many  different  points  in  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  possibly  Nebraska,  based 
on  a  definite  and  connected  schedule  of  dates  and  numbers.  By  means  of  this 
circuit  arrangement,  the  expense  of  transportation  from  one  chautauqua  to 
another,  as  well  as  other  expense,  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  and;  besides,  such 
arrangement  gives  lecturers  and  other  persons  appearing  on  program  a  better 
opportunity  to  rest  between  dates,  and  thus  appear  at  their  best  before  aud- 
iences. This  company  is  able  to  present  a  program  at  an  expense  much  less 
than  could  the  local  association,  which  frequently  had  heavy  deficits,  in  spite 
of  much  hard  work. 

AUTHORSHIP  AND  LITERARY  COMPOSITION. 

So  busily  have  the  men  and  women  of  Shelby  county  been  engaged  in 
the  material  development  of  the  county  that  they  have  had  little  time  for  the 
development  of  a  literature.  They  have,  however,  been  interested  in  literary 
matters  and  in  literary  culture  from  the  very  early  days  to  the  present. 

A  former  teacher  of  Shelby  county  of  long  years'  successful  experience, 
a  former  resident  of  Panama.  Mrs.  Mary  Katherine  Moore,  has  done  some 
creditable  literary  work.  She  was  brought  up  in  Scott  county,  Iowa,  and 
her  first  writing,  outside  of  a  country  literary  society,  which  was  held  in  a 
country  school  house,  was  for  the  home  paper,  the  LeClaire  City  Enterprise, 
of  LeClaire,  Scott  county,  Iowa.  For  one  year  she  was  editor  of  the 
"Woman's  Rights"  page.  Speaking  of  this  experience,  she  says,  "That  was 
fifty  years  since  and,  while  1  have  always  stood  firm,  I  have  not  yet  had  the 
great  blessing  of  casting  a  vote,  for  suffrage  must  come  to  Iowa.  I  w  ill  not 
go  somewhere  else  to  enjoy  what  rightfully  belongs  to  me  in  my  native  be- 
loved Iowa." 

About  the  time  that  Mrs.  Moore  was  doing  editorial  work  for  the 
T.cClaire  paper  the  Youth's  Companion  was  asking  for  pioneer  stories  and 
she  contributed  to  thi^  magazine  occasionally  until  her  marriage. 

The  material  was  chosen  from  actual  experiences  among  the  people  of 
the  "l<wg  time  ago."  and  was  all  true.  The  evcry-day  life  i»f  the  acquaint- 
ances of  her  childhood,  in  Scott  county.  Iowa,  she  wove  sometimes  into  a 
sketch  and  sometimes  a  story.  These  stories  and  sketches  Mrs.  Moore  lost 
in  moving.  Among  the  subjects  developed  by  Mrs.  Moore  in  her  writing 
were:  "When  I  Went  to  Church  in  Jack's  Barn/'  "Mrs  McConstrey  and  her 
Split-Bottomed  Chair"  and  the  "Colporter." 

About  1903  the  Youth's  Companion  offered  a  prize  of  five  steel  engrav- 
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ings  to  the  three  schools  in  Iowa  that,  under  the  supervision  of  their  teacher, 
would -make  the  greatest  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  their  school 
grounds  for  that  year.  Mrs.  Moore  was  then  teaching  in  Shelby  county. 
The  school  yard  where  she  was  teaching  consisted  of  a  thicket  of  scrub 
oak.  with  the  school  house  in  the  middle  of  it,  to  which  a  little  path  led.  She 
and  her  pupils  went  to  work  with  a  will  and  after  three  months'  hard  work 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  nothing  remained  of  the  scrub  oaks 
but  ashes  and  that  in  their  stead  was  growing  a  beautiful  garden  of  lettuce, 
radishes  and  onions,  which  the  teacher  and  pupils  enjoyed  at  their  luncheons. 
George  A.  Lux  ford  was  then  county  superintendent  and  it  was  through  his 
recommendation  that  Mrs  Moore  and  her  school  received  one  of  the  prizes, 
which  consisted  of  five  historical  engravings  Xo  frames  were  ever  pur- 
chased for  them  by  the  district  and  Mrs.  Moore  still  has  them,  as  she  says, 
in  the  "original  package  in  which  they  came."  and  six-  is  yet  waiting  for  the 
frames.  Mrs.  Moore  has  contributed  a  great  many  articles  to  educational 
journals,  to  the  Banner  of  (ioM  and  to  various  newspapers.  For  some  time 
she  was  the  Panama  correspondent  of  the  Harlan  Tribune. 

Mrs.  Moore  hopes  to  live  to  finish  a  book  for  which  undoubtedly  she 
has  been  long  gathering  and  shaping  material.  The  beautiful  literary  style 
she  commands  is  well  illustrated  by  this  paragraph  from  a  letter  to  the  author: 
"To  have  lived  and  enjoyed  going  out  for  pleasure  and  duty  in  an  ox  wagon, 
and  then  clapping  our  hands  for  very  joy  when  the  first  horse  team  was 
bought  and  brought  to  us.  our  very  own.  from  Galena.  Illinois,  followed  by 
the  steamboat,  the  railroad,  and  now  the  auto,  is  certainly  a  great  experience 
I  am  thankful  to  have  lived  the  life  of  it.  hut  my  greatest  love  is  the  dear  old 
Mississippi  and  the  cemeteries  where  I  go  to  linger  for  a  time  with  the 
friends  of  memory,  not  with  sadness,  but  with  thankfulness  that  God  blessed 
my  life  with  a  friendship  and  relationship  of  earth's  noblest  men  and  women." 

J.  K.  P.  Raker,  who  for  some  years  was  a  resident  of  the  north  part  of 
the  county,  but  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  a  resident  of  1  larlan.  possessed 
much  more  than  ordinary  literary  ability.  For  a  number  of  years  he  carried 
on  a  correspondence  with  the  famous  George  William  Curtis  and  with  other 
prominent  literary  men  of  the  country.  Mr.  Maker  was  county  surveyor  of 
Shelby  county  and  at  one  time  had  a  very  wide  acquaintance  in  the  county. 
Perhaps  the  best  literary  composition  from  his  pen  is  the  following  poem, 
which  was  composed  by  him  at  the  grave  of  bis  daughter.  T.ouise: 
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AT  HER  GRAVE. 

What  mystic  force  is  in  this  mound 

That  makes  it  seem  like  living  ground? 
There's  a  tuft  of  grass  and  a  bush  of  flowers 

That  smile  and  sing  to  each  other  for  hours. 
They  beckoned  and  called  to  a  little  bird 

And  it  came  at  once,  for  it  saw  and  heard. 
The  bird  is  alive,  it  flutters  its  wings; 

It  opens  its  throat  and  it  sings — it  sings! 
The  grass  is  green  and  the  flowers  are  red — 

And  the  ground — this  mound — is  it  dead,  is  it  dead? 

Out  of  its  life  these  lives  arose 

Which  the  living  green  and  the  flowers  disclose ; 
Out  of  its  life  and  the  life  below, 

These  living  forms  of  beauty  grow ; 
Out  of  its  life  and  the  life  that  sleeps, 

Awakening  lite  in  its  glory  leaps; 
And  when  so  many  sweet  lives  they  give 

They  have  life  in  themselves — I  know  they  live. 
For  never  a  mother  dean'  gave  birth 

To  children  alive  like  thine.  O  Earth! 
And  this  very  clay,  like  Eden's  clod 

Is  alive  with  the  self-same  breath  of  God. 

And  if  this  be  true,  as  I  feel  it  is, 

Our  lives  are  as  deathless  as  His — yes,  His! 
Then  sing,  little  bird.  O,  sing,  sing,  sing; 

"Where  is  thy  victory,  Death — thy  sting?" 
Nod  and  beckon  and  blush,  sweet  flower, 

Saying  "Where  is  thy  triumph.  O.  Grave — thy  power 
Carpet  her  grav  e  with  thy  green,  O,  grass, 

Smiling  at  Time  with  his  scythe  and  glass, 
Eor  our  lives — all  lives — with  Christ  are  hid 

Even  beneath  the  coffin's  lid. — 
And  this  lid  is  a  door  that  outward  swings. 

Oh.  how  the  bird  its  rapture  sings! 
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VV.  M.  Oungst,  the  founder  of  the  Harlan  Hub,  was  a  man  of  unusual 
literary  ability,  which  sometimes  involved  him  in  a  good  deal  of  trouble, 
legal  and  otherwise,  including  one  famous  libel  suit  at  Harlan.  His  best 
known  production,  perhaps,  is  the  famous  "Houn*  Dog"  song,  which  has 
been  set  to  music  and  is  now  obtainable  as  a  phonograph  record.  The  poem 
runs  as  follows: 

Wunst  me  an'  Lem  Briggs  an'  ol"  Rill  Brown 
Tuk  a  load  o'  cawn  to  town, 
An'  ol'  Jim-dawg.  the  onrv  cuss, 
He  jcs*  nachelly  fullered  us. 

Chorus : 

Every  time  1  come  to  town 
The  boys  keep  kickin'  my  dawg  aroun'. 
Makes  no  difference  if  be  is  a  houn' 
They  gotta  quit  kickin'  my  dawg  aroun'. 

As  we  driv  past  Sam  Johnson's  store 
Passel  o'  yaps  come  out  th'  door 
When  Jim  he  stops  to  smell  a  box 
They  shied  at  him  a  bunch  o'  rocks. 

Chorus. 

They  tied  a  can  to  his  tail 

An'  ran  him  past  th'  county  jail, 

'X'  that  plumb  nachelly  makes  me  sore 

'X'  Lem  he  cussed  V  Bill  he  swore. 

Chorus. 

Me  W  Lem  Briggs  'n'  <>1'  Bill  Brown 
We  lost  no  time  in  a-jumping  daown 
An'  we  wiped  them  ducks  up  on  th'  groun' 
For  kickin'  my  ol'  dawg  aroun'. 

Chorus. 
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Folks  say  a  dawg  kaint  hold  no  grudge, 
But  wunst  when  I  got  too  much  budge, 
Them  town  ducks  tried  t'  do  me  up, 
But  they  didn't  count  on  ol'  Jim-pup. 

Chorus. 

Jim  seed  his  duty  thar  and  then 

And  he  lit  into  them  gentlemen, 

An'  he  shore  mussed  up  the  cote  house  square 

With  rags  'nr  meat  'n  hide  V  hair. 

Chorus. 

\V.  M.  Bomberger,  the  well-known  horticulturalist  of  Shelby  county, 
has  written  many  special  articles,  not  only  in  his  own  particular  line,  but 
along  many  lines  of  economic  and  political  thought. 

Hon.  W.  F.  Cleveland,  of  Harlan,  is  the  author  of  an  elaborate  history 
of  Masonry,  in  Iowa,  of  which  three  volumes  have  already  been  issued  from 
the  press. 

Prof.  A.  B.  Warner,  for  eleven  years  city  superintendent  of  the  Harlan 
schools,  is  master  of  a  very  strong  and  trenchant  literary  style.  He  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  educational  publications  and  occasionally  to  the  local  press. 

Charles  Fscher,  Jr.,  of  Botna.  Iowa,  has  written  more  or  less  for  live- 
stock journals,  and  has  frequently  appeared  on  programs  at  banquets  abroad 
given  to  stock  breeders. 

John  J.  Louis,  a  graduate  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  and  for 
several  years  city  superintendent  of  the  Harlan  schools,  wrote  a  very 
thorough  article,  entitled,  "Shelby  County;  a  Sociological  Study,"  in  which 
he  developed  with  great  interest  certain  features  of  the  political  institutions 
of  the  county  and  the  life  of  her  people.  This  was  published  in  The  Iotca 
Journal  of  History  and  Politics. 

Miss  Mollie  Paul,  a  daughter  of  Dallas  F.  Paul,  at  one  time  county 
auditor  of  Shelby  county  and  prominent  resident  of  Cass  township,  published 
for  private  circulation  a  book  descriptive  of  scenes  and  incidents  of  her 
Furopean  travels. 

Bert  Mills,  a  son  of  John  S.  Mills,  for  many  years  in  the  drug  business 
in  Harlan,  is  now  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  reporter  on  the  Des  Moines 
Capital. 

Flmer  Pennell,  for  many  years  a  local  leader  of  the  Socialist  party  in 
Grove  township,  which  at  one  time  polled  thirteen  or  fourteen  votes  in  that 
township,  is  now  editing  a  socialist  paper  somewhere  in  the  state  of  Missouri. 
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Rev.  Clifford  L.  Snowden,  lor  several  years  a  pastor  of  the  Harlan 
Congregational  church,  did  much  newspaper  work  and  was  the  author  of 
several-  magazine  articles. 

Mrs.  Emma  Kelson- Johnson  has  done  some  literary  work  for  the  World- 
Herald  of  Omaha. 

G.  K.  Swift,  a  son  of  Hon.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Swift,  of  Harlan,  has  shown 
ability  of  high  order  as  a  newspaper  correspondent,  and  has  had  some  im- 
portant assignments  from  the  IV arid-Herald  of  Omaha,  including  the  report- 
ing of  President  Tart's  campaign  through  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Grace  Jack-Hall,  a  daughter  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Jack,  writes 
well  and  has  had  some  of  her  work  published  in  one  of  the  magazines. 

K.  A.  Kirkpatrick,  formerly  principal  of  the  schools  of  Earling  and  at 
one  time  editor  of  the  Earling  Observer,  has  done  some  literary  work  for 
magazines. 

J.  1).  Walker,  a  former  editor  of  the  Harlan  Tribune,  published  a  volume 
of  verse  many  years  ago  at  Harlan. 

Mal>el  Cullison,  a  daughter  of  Attorney  George  W.  Cullison,  has  done 
some  literary  work  for  an  eastern  magazine. 

R.  M.  Maxwell  (  father  of  J.  1).  Maxwell,  of  Cass  township,  and  of 
Allan  Maxwell,  of  Union  township),  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Douglas 
township,  north  of  Harlan,  w  rote  with  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  power 
many  articles  on  political  and  economic  subjects,  particularly  on  the  single 
tax  theory  of  Henry  George,  in  which  Mr.  Maxwell  was  a  firm  believer.  He 
at  one  time  carried  on  more  or  less  correspondence  with  Henry  George,  him- 
self, and  w  ith  other  single  taxers  all  over  the  United  States. 

Rev.  Dr.  Frank  G.  Beardsley,  now  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
church  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  published  two  books  while  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Harlan.  The  first  one,  which  received  a  first  prize 
of  a  fine  gold  medal  offered  by  a  religious  society,  was  entitled  "History  of 
American  Revivals."  The  second  work  was  entitled  "Christian  Achieve- 
ment in  America." 

Rev.  Alva  \V.  Taylor,  now  a  professor  in  the  State  University  of  Mis- 
souri, is  the  author  of  a  work  entitled  "Social  Side  of  Christian  Missions," 
which  is  regarded  by.  and  has  been  adopted  as,  a  standard  work  by  the 
Christian  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Rev.  J.  1>.  Hummert,  the"  veteran  priest  of  Earling.  has  prepared  a  num- 
ber of  pamphlets  and  has  written  to  some  extent  for  the  local  press. 

\Y.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Harlan  Tribune,  and  P.  B.  Brown,  of  the  Shelby 
County  Republican,  write  so  clearly  and  well  on  very  many  topics  of  general 
interest  that  they  are  frequently  quoted  by  the  daily  and  weekly  press  of 
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Iowa.  Their  best  work  rises  to  the  dignity  of  something  more  than  the 
commonplace  "hack-work"  of  the  average  weekly  newspaper.  Much  of  the 
local  history  of  Shelby  county  has  been  well  told  by  them  in  their  newspapers 
issued  from  week  to  week. 

Editor  J.  C.  Lunn,  of  the  Vaegteren,  has  occasionally  written  historical 
articles  for  his  journal  on  topics  of  the  Danish  settlements  of  Shelby  county. 

Rev.  P.  C.  Nelson,  a  former  Cuppy's  Grove  boy,  is  the  author  of  a  num- 
ber of  creditable  short  poems  and  other  literary  compositions. 

B.  W.  Hon.  of  Polk  township,  has  shown  some  talent  for  the  composi- 
tion of  verse. 

From  the  Shelby  County  Record,  issued  in  the  seventies,  the  author 
found  this  rather  clever  piece  of  writing  by  E.  J.  Currier,  who  owned  the 
farm  in  southwest  Harlan  later  owned  by  M.  K.  Campbell,  and  following  his 
ownership,  by  W.  W.  Wheeler,  and  now  known  as  College  Heights: 

"Editor  Record:  I  see  by  your  paper  that  I  am  billed  for  a  concert. 
Issacharlike,  I  generally  do  whatever  I  am  asked  to  do  if  I  can  do  it  with  a 
clear  conscience.  Instead  of  the  concert,  however,  I  will  give  a  matinee 
lasting  from  five  o'clock  A.  M.  to  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  at  my  home  in  Lincoln 
township. 

PROGRAMME. 

"Song,  'Five  O'clock  in  the  Morning,'  by  Mr.  Chanticleer.  Chorus, 
'The  Morning  Light  is  Breaking.' 

"Chorus,  by  P.  Chicken  and  family,  'Spring  is  Coming.' 

"Song,  by  Mr.  G.  Ander,  'The  First  Quack.'  (Comic). 

"  'Meet  Me  by  Moonlight  Alone,'  sung  by  Mr.  Thomas  Cat,  Esq. 

"Baritone  Solo  by  Profundo  Basso,  'Get  Up.'  (Sung  in  characters, 
but  not  in  costume,  and  very  comical.) 

"  'Sparkling  Duet'  (upon  the  cook  stove),  by  Miss  F.  Ire  and  Miss  S. 
Wood. 

"Equine  chorus,  'Feed  Me  Till  I  Want  No  More.' 

"  'Give  Me  Three  Grains  of  Corn,  Mother,'  by  Porcine  Troupe. 

"K.  O.  Wapsie,  Esq.,  from  West  Liberty,  has  been  requested  to  sing, 
but  it  is  feared  his  cold  will  prevent. 

"Prof.  T.  H.  Under,  the  celebrated  bass  soloist,  has  been  invited  to 
participate  in  the  exercises,  and  will,  no  doubt,  come,  unless  he  is  unavoidably 
detained  at  his  winter  home  in  the  South. 

"Closing  piece,  'Come  to  Breakfast,'  by  A.  Bell. 

"E.  J.  Currier." 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


MUSIC. 

The  Earling  German  Cornet  Band,  a  famous  pioneer  musical  organ- 
ization of  Shelby  county,  was  organized  February  18,  1890.  The  names  of 
the  members  of  the  band  at  its  organization  are:  John  Langenfeld  (leader), 
J.  P.  Miller,  Theo.  Scheuring,  Ulrich  Albers,  F.  W.  Wilwerding,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Hummert,  John  Altman,  N.  V.  Kuhl,  William  Muenchrath,  Nick  Funk, 
Jake  Weiland,  John  Weiland  (deceased),  John  Kuhl,  John  Loeltz,  John 
Muenchrath.  Frank  Theile  (deceased),  Christ  Weiland,  J.  N.  Kuhl. 

This  famous  band  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  retain  as  members 
throughout  its  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  existence,  four  erf  the  charter 
members,  as  follows:  J.  P,  Miller,  Theo.  Scheuring,  Ulrich  Alberts,  F.  W. 
Wilwerding.    F.  M.  Gross  has  been  a  member  for  twenty  years. 

The  present  members  of  the  band  are  J.  P.  Miller,  Theo.  Scheuring, 
Clrich  Albers,  F.  W.  Wilwerding,  F.  M.  Gross,  J.  J.  Langenfeld,  Nick 
Bissen,  Albert  Langenfeld,  J.  D.  Shaben,  Nick  Freund,  Henry  Freund,  Henry 
Biecker,  John  Bayer,  Joseph  Gross,  John  langenfeld,  Jr.,  and  Joseph 
Schimeroski. 

The  present  leader  of  the  band  is  Theo.  Scheuring.  It  has  had  but  two 
leaders  in  its  history.  John  Langenfeld,  Sr.,  one  year,  and  Theo.  Scheuring 
throughout  the  remaining  period.  The  band  has  played  on  many  famous 
occasions  It  was  present  at  Council  Bluffs  upon  the  return  of  the  Firty- 
first  Regiment  of  Iowa  soldiers  who  had  served  in  the  Philippine  War;  it  was 
present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  and  dedication  of  the  Shelby  county 
court  house:  has  often  played  at  carnivals,  picnics.  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tions and  at  fire  tournaments  held  at  Harlan.  Manning.  Templeton,  Dedham, 
and  Mapleton,  Defiance,  Panama,  Portsmouth  and  Persia.  In  September, 
191 1.  it  played  at  a  shooting  tournament  held  at  Bow  Valley,  Cedar  county, 
Nebraska.  It  also  played  when  the  famous  Baughn  hose  team  returned  after 
having  won  the  belt  three  times.  The  band  has  also  played  at  most  of  the 
large  weddings  in  the  colony  for  the  last  twenty  years  and  at  many  political 
meetings  of  the  surrounding  towns. 

The  band  has  at  all  times  been  composed  of  Germans,  all  Catholics  and 
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all  Democrats,  and  every  member  of  the  organization  has  been  able  to  speak, 
read  and  write  both  English  and  German.  All  have  been  true  and  loyal 
citizens  of  the  republic  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Shelby  county. 

EARLY  MUSIC  IN  HARLAN. 

In  1892  the  Harlan  American  issued  a  special  edition  devoted  to  Harlan 
history.  An  interesting  article  contributed  by  an  anonymous  writer  to  this 
paper  was  the  following,  which  gives  in  a  readable  way  much  history  of 
the  development  of  music  in  Harlan : 

"As  we  cast  our  last  lingering  look  into  this  bag,  methinks  I  catch  strains 
borne  upon  the  air  of  Harlan's  first  band,  which  was  organized  in  March, 
1876 — centennial  year.  At  the  great  centennial  celebrationis  the  band  goes 
marching  into  Billeter's  grove,  for  the  first  time  before  the  public,  we  hear 
the  strains  of  the  first  tenor,  George  D.  Ross ;  second  tenor,  T.  B.  Burr ;  first 
B-flat,  D.  D.  Downs;  second  B-flat,  Harry  Howell;  first  E-flat,  R.  E.  Lloyd; 
second  E-flat,  Henry  Carl;  first  alto,  Pryor  Tinsley;  second  alto,  Thomas 
Blair ;  baritone,  Martin  Bridgeman ;  bass  drum,  Laf e  Thompson ;  snare  drum, 
Warren  Smith. 

"The  first  vocal  organization  was  what  was  known  as  the  Old  Folks 
Musical  Association,  so-called  not  because  it  was  composed  exclusively  of 
elderly  people,  but  because  some  of  them  were  instrumental  in  forming  the 
society.  The  organization  was  effected  in  the  fall  of  1875  and  consisted  of  the 
following  members:  George  Ross,  Will  Bergstresser,  D.  D.  Downs,  R.  E. 
Lloyd,  E.  J.  Currier,  Henry  Carl,  Charles  Hubbard,  J.  H.  Louis  and  wife, 
Samuel  Potter  and  wife,  M.  K.  Campbell  and  wife,  Mrs.  Oscar  Downs,  and 
the  Misses  Irene  Kimball,  Belle  Cass  and  Fannie  Wortz.  The  association  had 
a  leader  elected  each  month  and  met  weekly  at  the  homes  of  the  different  mem- 
bers. This  society  was  very  modest  and  never  aspired  to  very  lofty  heights, 
never  even  appeared  in  public,  but  the  members  of  this  pioneer  'singin'  skew? 
can  now  look  back  to  the  old  days  with  something  like  sacred  reverence  and 
sigh  for  another  chance  to  display  their  skill  on  the  gamut.  Though  they 
made  no  public  display  of  their  powers,  yet  their  aid  was  frequently  invoked 
for  church  gatherings,  celebrations,  etc.  This  experience  also  gave  them 
considerable  musical  proficiency  and  many  of  our  eajlier  church  choirs  were 
made  up  largely  by  recruits -from  this  initial  musical  organization.  Though 
their  efforts  were  in  vain,  they  were  not  lost. 

"In  1887  the  following  members  constituted  a  band:    Steve  Morrissev, 
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Jay  Wyland,  Herman  Noble.  Will  Holconib.  Gus  Moore,  Jim  Jones,  Menzo 
Fretz,  Arlie  Parker,  Cliff  Warren,  Charles  Keyser,  Ben  Fisher,  Fred  Black- 
stone.-  They  too  have  disappeared — too  good  to  live,  the  old  saying,  'the 
good  die  young,'  but  perhaps  in  the  end  their  efforts  may  not  have  been  in 
vain.  Perhaps  'tis  well  we  can  not  always  see  what  the  end  may  be.  In 
1890  another  band  appeared  on  the  scenes  in  all  its  youth  and  beauty.  Its 
members  are:  Gus  Moore,  solo  B  cornet:  Lem  Stanley,  first  B  clarinet; 
Herman  Noble,  solo  B  clarinet;  Milt  Smith,  third  alto;  Louie  Crammond, 
second  cornet ;  Art  Bowlin,  solo  alto ;  Pearl  Downs,  solo  E  cornet,  Sam  Gar- 
low,  second  alto;  Will  Holcomb,  tuba;  Herb  Garlow,  second  tenor;  H.  B. 
Gish.  first  B  cornet:  Ed  Bennett,  baritone;  Harry  Cisna,  base  drum;  Ben 
Fisher,  snare  drum :  Mr.  Bigelow,  first  tenor.  This  band  shows  an  encourag- 
ing persistence  in  playing  that  they  derive  a  private  enjoyment.  If  they  fail 
to  exhibit  heroic  spirits,  they  show  their  pluck  and  'tis  said,  'pluck  is  a  hero." 

"We  have  several  organizations  that  could  be  mentioned:  The  K.  P. 
quartette — Herman  Noble,  Frank  Parker,  Carl  Campbell  and  J.  W.  Miller; 
the  guitar  and  Mandolin  Club — Carrie  Noble,  Annie  Robinson,  Vira  Cass 
and  Millie  Walters.    We  also  have  a  Danish  band." 

SHELBY  COUNTY  MUSICAL  UNION. 

The  first  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  musical  associa- 
tion in  Harlan  was  held  March  1,  1875.  An  address  was  given  by  Professor 
Hotchkiss.  Thereupon  the  Shelby  County  Musical  Union  was  organized 
with  the  following  officers:  J.  V.  Brazie.  president;  vice-president,  Mrs.  D. 
D.  Downs:  conductor,  George  D.  Ross;  first  assistant,  Mrs.  Sharp;  second 
assistant,  Annie  Burke;  secretary,  Emma  Smith;  assistant  secretary,  Cicilv 
Chatburn ;  treasurer,  Ella  Robinson.  Among  the  early  members  elected  were 
J.  B.  Swain,  Miss  Fannie  Worts.  Miss  Ida  Doleman  and  others. 

The  duties  of  the  conductor  were  interesting.  It  was  provided  that  "it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  conductor  to  select  the  music  and  to  assign  such  parts 
to  the  members  of  the  association  as  in  his  judgment  will  contribute  most  to 
the  welfare  of  each.  He  shall  criticise  all  performances  and  decide  what 
shall,  and  what  shall  not.  be  sung."  The  object  of  the  association  was 
stated  to  be  "the  cultivation  of  all  that  pertains  to  vocal  music."  The  mem- 
bership fee  was  one  dollar.  . 
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EARLY  MUSICAL  EFFORTS. 

From  the  very  earliest  times,  apparently,  singing  schools  were  highly 
popular  in  Shelby  county.  People  met  at  the  school  houses  in  the  country 
and  in  either  the  school  houses  or  other  public  buildings  in  the  towns.  It  is 
likely  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  schools  were  young  people,  bent  on 
having  a  good  social  time  as  well  as  interested  in  singing.  For  a  number  of 
years  singing  masters  conducted  singing  schools  in  Harlan,  and  it  is  true  that 
there  was  a  singing  school  organized  in  Harlan  at  about  the  same  time  that 
the  first  literary  or  debating  society  began  its  existence  there.  These  singing 
schools  greatly  helped  the  singing  of  church  choirs  and  at  public  meetings 
generally. 

Of  course,  in  the  early  days  as  now,  band  music  especially  appealed  to 
the  people  and  the  pioneer  towns  of  Harlan  and  Shelby,  and  later  other  towns 
as  they  were  established,  such  as  Earling  and  others,  took  much  pride  in 
their  local  bands  and  patriotic  young  men  interested  in  music  readily  volun- 
teered to  play  in  such  bands.  It  has.  however,  with  the  single  exception  per- 
haps of  the  famous  German  Cornet  Band  of  Earling,  been  very  difficult  for 
a  band  to  maintain  a  continuous  existence  for  any  great  length  of  time, 
owing  apparently  to  the  fact  that  our  population,  especially  the  young  and 
ambitious  men,  has  been  rapidly  shifting  in  this  western  country. 

SINGING  SCHOOLS. 

In  January.  1873,  there  was  a  singing  school  meeting  at  the  Baptist 
church  in  Harlan  at  6  :$o  o'clock  one  evening  each  week. 

On  March  11,  1874.  the  Harlan  Musical  Association  gave  a  concert  at 
the  Baptist  church. 

At  the  French  school  house  in  Douglas  township  in  1875,  a  singing 
school  was  held  every  Wednesday  night. 

In  February.  1875.  Prof.  C.  C.  Hotchkiss  was  conducting  a  singing 
school  at  Harlan.  On  February  13,  1875.  he  together  with  his  scholars  gave 
a  concert  at  the  Baptist  church.  It  might  prove  interesting  to  some  of  the 
people  interested  in  music  to  know  the  titles  of  the  solos,  songs,  choruses  and 
instrumental  selections  given  at  this  concert.  They  are  as  follows :  Vocal — 
"Make  a  Joyful  Noise."  "How  Lovely  is  Zion."  "Home  of  Rest."  "Soft 
Floating  on  the  Air/'  "Touch  Not  the  Cup."  "Jennie  Lind  Song."  "When 
Grand-Mama  is  Gone."  "Gathering  Home."  "The  Old  Canoe."  "Over  the 
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Hill  to  the  Poor  House,"  "The  Old  College  Bell."  "Master  and  Pupils," 
"Forest  Echoes."  Instrumental — "Jovial  Farmer's  Boy,"  "Home  Again 
Returning,"  "The  Gushing  Rill."  "Silver  Threads  Were  Golden  Then,"  "The 
Farmer  and  the  Seasons."  "Prairie  Home,"  "Oh!  Join  this  Laughing  Lay," 
"The  Trundle-Bed,"  "Only  Waiting."  "The  Beautiful  Hills." 

In  March,  1875,  a  musical  society  had  been  formed  in  Harlan,  under 
the  name  of  the  Shelby  County  Musical  Union.  It  was  intended  for  the  im- 
provement of  all  the  members,  and  all  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of 
its  benefits  were  invited  to  become  members.  The  union  met,  once  each 
week.  This  organization  is  said  to  have  benefitted  greatly  the  singing  in  all 
the  churches. 

In  1877  a  singing  school  was  in  existence  at  the  Fritz  school  house  in 
Jackson  township,  with  Miss  Plummer  as  teacher. 

During  the  eighties  concerts  were  given  at  different  places  in  the  county 
by  Xannie  Duncan  and  Frank  Duncan,  blind  children  of  T.  P.  Duncan,  of 
Bowman's  Grove.  These  children  were  educated  in  the  Asylum  for  the 
Blind  at  Vinton,  Iowa.  Among  the  places  where  they  gave  concerts  were 
the  George  Allen  school  house  on  Indian  creek  in  Jackson  township,  the 
French  school  house  in  Douglas  township  and  the  Philson  school  house  in 
Jackson  township.  They  gave  these  concerts  so  early  as  1879,  part  of  the 
proceeds  going  to  aid  in  building  a  new  Baptist  church  at  Bowman's  Grove. 

In  April.  1881,  a  cantata,  entitled  "Hay  Makers."  was  presented  at  the 
Christian  church  in  Harlan  by  the  Shelby  County  Musical  Association,  com- 
posed of  the  best  musical  talent  in  the  county.  The  association  had  been 
drilled  by  Attorney  D.  O.  Stuart,  of  Harlan,  himself  a  singer  of  unusual 
power  and  ability. 

In  January,  1885.  the  young  folks  of  Union  township  had  organized  a 
singing  school  at  the  Flaugher  school  house. 

In  February  and  March,  1888,  Professor  Hubbard  had  a  singing  school 
in  Harlan  containing  a  class  of  nearly  one  hundred,  which  at  the  close  of  the 
term  gave  a  concert. 

Harlan  must  have  had  much  musical  talent  going  to  waste  so  early  as 
1879.  since  a  correspondent,  writing  from  Harlan  to  the  Council  Bluffs  Bugle. 
gives  an  interesting  and  glowing  account  of  the  business  of  the  town  and  also 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  circuit  court  at  this  place.  The  letter  winds  up  as 
follows : 

"Harlan  has  a  band  of  sweet-voiced  young  men,  who  these  moonlight 
nights  amuse  themselves  by  taking  one  of  their  number,  placing  him  on  a 
wheelbarrow  and,  equipped  with  a  mouth-organ,  he  is  trundled  about  the 
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streets  to  the  tunes  which  his  musical  skill  is  able  to  evolve  from  this  humble 
instrument,  while  the  heavenly  choir  who  take  turns  at  the  handles  accompany 
him  with  voices  as  well  as  feet.  There  is  nothing  rude  or  boisterous  about 
their  fun — but  fun  it  is." 

In  April,  1883,  Messrs.  Potter,  Hutt,  Miller  and  McGrew  had  formed 
a  male  quartette  to  be  known  as  the  "Jolly  Troubadours." 

In  January,  1873,  Mr.  Hartsough  was  giving  music  lessons  at  Cuppy's 
Grove  and  also  at  Harlan. 

So  early  as  September,  1878,  these  persons  had  purchased  new  pianos: 
Thomas  McDonald,  B.  B.  Mastick,  J.  B.  Swain,  Thomas  Leytham,  and  per- 
haps others. 

An  interesting  event  scheduled  to  occur  at  the  Baptist  church  in  Harlan, 
in  February,  1874.  was  a  trial  of  excellence  between  three  different  organs. 
Mr.  Goodyear  brought  an  organ  from  Windy  Knoll  and  also  a  person  to  play 
it.    The  contest  did  not  develop;  somebody  apparently  faltered. 

Harlan  appears  to  have  organized  a  brass  band  so  early  as  November, 
1875,  for  the  editor  of  the  Shelby  County  Record,  under  date  of  November 
24,  1875,  informs  the  public:  "Harlan  is  to  have  a  brass  band — a  real  live 
band.  The  instruments,  ten  pieces,  have  been  ordered  and  will  be  here  next 
week.  In  view  of  this  mournful  fact,  we  are  anxious  to  dispose  of  our 
house  and  move  out  into  the  country  four  or  five  miles." 

In  February,  1879.  there  were  two  excellent  bands  and  orchestras  in 
Harlan,  one  being  the  Danish  band  and  orchestra.  The  Danish  band  secured 
uniforms  from  Chicago  in  the  summer  of  1881.  In  August,  1882,  about 
one  hundred  of  the  Danish  citizens  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Danish  band. 

The  Shelby  Cornet  Band,  in  December,  1878,  was  composed  of  nine 
members  instead  of  five  as  when  first  organized.  Shelby  appears  to  have 
developed  an  excellent  band  so  early  as  June.  1879,  for  in  that  month  the 
band  came  to  Harlan  and  gave  the  people  of  Harlan  some  music  that  was 
highly  praised.  During  the  eighties,  Shelby  had  a  fine  band  under  the  leader- 
ship of  George  H.  Rink. 

The  early  eighties  seem  to  have  been  particularly  favorable  for  the 
establishment  of  musical  organizations  in  Harlan.  In  the  fall  of  1882  the 
band  boys  had  organized  a,  fine  orchestra  of  nine  pieces.  Harlan  at  that 
time  had  two  excellent  bands,  and  the  Danish  people  had  a  musical  organiza- 
tion, established  for  the  purpose  of  the  encouragement  and  development  of 
music. 

In  1884  the  Harlan  Independent  Cornet  Band  seems  to  have  been  corn- 
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posed  of  the  following  members:  K.  Petersen,  leader;  Albert  DeWild, 
president ;  J.  B.  Watts,  secretary ;  W.  W.  Smith,  J.  Merrill,  E.  Zimmerman, 
H.  Adkins,  E.  B.  Humphrey,  S.  Ward,  Charles  Smith,  C.  McDowell,  F.  Will- 
iams, C.  L.  Ingvartsen. 

In  1887  Cuppy's  Grove  had  a  fine  string  band,  which  a  local  correspond- 
ent said  furnished  excellent  music.  In  1887  Shelby  had  a  ladies'  cornet  band, 
with  George  Rink  as  instructor. 

In  November,  1888,  the  enterprising  young  men  of  Harlan  had  organ- 
ized a  new  band  (with  J.  C.  Moore  as  leader),  composed  of  the  following 
persons  playing  the  instruments,  respectively  named:  George  Knapp,  E- 
flat  horn;  Jay  VVyland,  E-flat;  J.  C.  Moore,  B-flat;  Arley  Parker,  B-flat; 
Herman  Noble,  B-flat;  Howard  Haddock,  tenor;  Steve  Morrisy,  tenor;  Ed 
Fisher,  alto;  Will  Holcomb,  alto;  Charles  Keyser,  tuba;  Fred  Blackstone, 
bass  drum ;  Ben  Fisher,  snare  drum.  In  March,  1889,  Herman  Noble  was 
elected  leader  of  this  Harlan  Cornet  Band. 

In  the  early  nineties  Harlan  young  people  had  an  organization  known 
as  the  Harlan  Mandolin  and  Guitar  Club.  It  was  composed  of  George  Duval, 
I^m  Stanley,  Vira  Cass.  Carrie  Noble.  Anna  Robinson,  Millie  Walters, 
Maude  Swain  and  Bessie  Swain. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


SOCIAL  LIFE. 

Hardships  and  privations,  shared  alike  by  the  people  of  the  pioneer 
times,  had  the  natural  effect  of  placing  men  on  a  common  level,  no  matter 
what  their  previous  wealth  or  social  standing  had  been.  The  common 
dangers  and  inconveniences  called  for  a  united  courage,  the  difficult  problems 
of  establishing  homes,  and  of  making  a  living  under  adverse  conditions,  the 
long  distance  intervening  between  neighbors  and  between  settlements,  all 
contributed  to  a  social  life  much  more  unified  than  that  of  today.  In  the 
fifties  and  sixties,  and  indeed  much  later,  young  people  would  drive  in  lumber 
wagons,  drawn  by  oxen  or  horses,  many  miles  to  attend  a  social  event.  The 
social  activities  of  the  people  centered  about  the  literary  and  debating  so- 
cieties, church  festivals,  dances,  firemen's  festivals,  the  observance  of  the 
Fourth  of  July,  Thanksgiving  and  other  holidays,  the  spelling  school,  the 
organization  of  Good  Templars,  to  which  both  men  and  women  belonged,  the 
Grange,  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  the  lodges  of  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows,  the 
county  fair,  occasional  athletic  events,  such  as  baseball,  football  and  horse 
racing,  the  threshing  of  grain,  dramatic  entertainments,  usually  by  local 
talent,  weddings  and  charivaris,  a  few  clubs  avowedly  organized  and  main- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  social  pleasure,  teachers'  institutes  and  educational 
meetings,  and  for  men  the  various  township  and  county  political  meetings 
and  meetings  addressed  by  speakers  during  political  campaigns.  Each  of 
these  furnished  reasons  for  the  assembling  of  the  people,  and,  when  once 
assembled,  the  pioneers  knew  how  to  meet  one  another  freely  and  without 
reserve,  and  knew  how  to  make  the  best  of  all  such  occasions. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATIONS. 

The  first  observance  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  it  is  said,  was  in  1855,  on  tne 
premises  of  Nelson  W  ard)  one  of  the  early  county  judges,  then  residing  in 
what  is  now  Douglas  township.  The  families  present  were  the  Wards.  Sun- 
derlands,  Jenkins  and  Stan  tons.  This  was  held  at  what  was  afterwards  called 
Kibby's  Grove.    Tradition  does  not  reveal  just  in  what  way  the  Fourth  was 
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observed,  but  it  is  said  that  a  flag  was  improvised  of  underwear  of  the  re- 
quired colors  and  that  there  was  plenty  of  whiskey. 

The  first  celebration  at  Harlan  seems  to  have  occurred  in  1858.  The 
oration  on  this  occasion  was  given  by  Stephen  King,  of  Harrison  county.  A 
liberty  pole  was  erected.  Corn  bread,  potatoes,  onions  and  hard  cider  were 
the  principal  refreshments.  Harlan  celebrated  again  in  1875,  a"d  probably 
several  times  before  that  date. 

From  a  newspaper  of  the  time  one  gathers  the  following  account  of  the 
first  celebration  of  Shelby  in  1874  : 

"The  Fourth  of  July  is  over  and  gone,  and  the  celebration  in  James 
Hawkins'  grove,  near  this  place,  was  pronounced  a  complete  success.  The 
procession  formed  in  the  principal  street  at  nine  and  a  half  o'clock  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  grove,  marshalled  by  J.  Davis.  After  arriving  at  the  grove 
the  people  were  called  to  order  by  J.  D.  Caughran,  chairman,  and  the  exer- 
cises were  opened  by  singing  'The  Star  Spangled  Banner,'  after  which 
prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  William  Armstrong,  of  Avoca.  Next  in  order 
was  reading  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  R.  C.  McLaughlin,  after 
which  Rev.  J.  Knott,  of  Council  Rluflfs,  was  introduced,  who  delivered  the 
oration  of  the  day.  Then  came  the  dinner,  which  was  the  most  important 
feature  of  the  day,  added  to  which  was  a  bountiful  supply  of  free  lemonade. 
Several  swings  were  put  up,  and  the  people,  especially  the  children,  enjoyed 
themselves  to  the  utmost  for  a  short  time,  when  the  assembly  was  again 
called  to  order,  and  after  some  singing  by  the  Sabbath  school.  Rev.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong made  an  address,  rich  and  spicy.  There  was  more  singing,  followed 
by  some  very  appropriate  remarks  by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Harlan,  which 
closed  the  exercises  of  the  day.  We  do  not  recollect  of  ever  attending  a 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  where  the  good  feeling  existed  that  was  here. 
There  was  no  quarreling  or  drinking  done,  and  it  was  a  day  long  to  be  re- 
membered with  pleasure  by  Shelby  and  vicinity." 

July  4  was  observed  at  Harlan  in  1877  with  the  following  officers  of 
the  day  and  exercises:  President,  Piatt  Wicks;  marshal,  John  L.  Long;  dep- 
uty marshal,  C.  C.  R ed field :  chaplain.  Father  McGinnis;  reader,  H.  C.  Hol- 
comb;  orator.  D.  R.  Lucas,  of  Des  Moines.  Ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  opening  piece 
by  Harlan  Cornet  Band;  prayer  and  song;  Declaration  of  Independence; 
song:  oration;  music  by  cornet  band;  dinner;  music  by  cornet  band;  toasts; 
"Qualifications  Necessary  for  the  Statesman  of  1877,"  P.  C.  Truman;  "Our 
Children,  their  Present  and  Future,"  Rev.  C.  Ashton;  "Our  County  and  its 
Requirements."  J.  E.  Weaver:  'Our  Homes.  What  They  May  Be,"  Rev. 
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Gilman  Parker.  A  match  game  of  baseball  was  played  at  the  close  of  the 
exercises. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a  celebration  of  July  4,  1882,  at  the  fair 
grounds.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Harlan  Glee  Club  and  by  the  Harlan 
Silver  Cornet  Band.  There  were  "Mulligan  guards,"  pigeon  shooting,  foot 
racing  and  other  sports.  W.  J.  Davis  was  chief  marshal.  The  fire  depart- 
ment, in  full  uniform,  was  out  with  fire  apparatus.  Prayer  was  offered  by 
Rev.  A.  Jacobs.  M.  W.  Macy  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  These 
toasts,  in  the  afternoon,  were  responded  to  by  the  persons  below  named : 
"Early  Settlement  of  Shelby  County,"  Rev.  William  McGinnis;  "The  Day 
We  Celebrate,"  Hon.  Piatt  Wicks ;  "The  State  of  Iowa,"  Thomas  H.  Smith ; 
"The  Laws  of  Our  Country,"  Cyrus  Beard;  "The  Press,"  U.  S.  Brown;  "The 
Town  of  Harlan,"  J.  B.  Swain ;  "Parting  Salute,"  J.  E.  Weaver.  Many  of 
the  old  settlers  took  seats  upon  the  stand.  The  Harlan  Glee  Club,  which 
sang,  was  composed  of  Mrs.  J.  T.  Graham,  Misses  Etta  Marybelle,  Ella 
Noble  and  Letta  Swain  and  Messrs.  F.  B.  Eshelman.  Willard  Noble  and  C.  P. 
Hale.  The  orator  of  the  day  was  N.  M.  Pusey,  of  Council  Bluffs.  There 
were  fireworks  on  east  Court  street  and  two  mammoth  platforms  were  used 
for  dancing.  At  a  shooting  match,  the  purse  for  eight  single  balls  of  forty 
dollars,  was  won  by  Harp  Wilson,  of  Avoca;  second  prize,  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, won  by  J.  L.  Forkner,  of  Harlan;  third  prize,  fifteen  dollars,  won  by  E. 
Fenger,  of  Harlan.  Purse  No.  3.  ten  single  birds,  first  prize,  sixty  dollars, 
won  by  Harp  Wilson ;  second  prize,  forty  dollars,  by  H.  D.  Swain,  of  Har- 
lan ;  third  prize,  thirty  dollars,  by  Frank  Wyland,  of  Harlan.  Purse  No.  4, 
three  pairs  double  birds,  first  prize,  forty-five  dollars,  won  by  Omar  Wyland, 
of  Harlan ;  second  prize,  thirty-five  dollars,  by  Mr.  Briggs.  of  Avoca ;  third 
prize,  twenty  dollars,  by  D.  M.  Wyland,  of  Harlan.  Purse  No.  5,  ten  single 
balls,  first  prize,  fifty  dollars,  won  by  J.  L.  Forkner,  of  Harlan. 

Three  thousand  people  celebrated  July  4.  1884,  in  Harlan.  The  address 
was  made  by  Hon.  Jacob  Sims  and  speeches  were  made  by  Attorney  D.  O. 
Stuart  and  by  the  well-known  pioneer  preacher,  William  McGinniss.  There 
was  a  big  dance  at  the  skating  rink  and  there  were  wheelbarrow  and  potato 
races,  a  sack  race,  also  a  greased  pole  for  the  boys  to  climb  for  a  prize  of  a 
silver  watch  given  the  winner.  Tom  Kendall  received  the  watch.  A  greased 
pig  was  also  caught.  The  fire  department  made  an  exhibition  run  and  put 
out  a  fire  in  a  pile  of  hay  which  was  burning. 

On  July  4.  1886,  a  celebration  was  held  at  Irwin  in  the  beautiful  grove 
just  south  of  the  town. 

The  invocation  was  by  Rev.  H.  B.  Turner;  reading  of  Declaration  of 
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Independence  by  J.  H.  Dudley;  address  by  Rev.  Geizer,  of  Des  Moines;  bene- 
diction by  Rev.  B.  Farrell.  The  committee  on  arrangements  was  as  follows : 
E.  J.  Trobridge,  W.  J.  W  icks  and  J.  R.  Stephens. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  AT  KIRKMAN. 

July  4,  1886,  was  celebrated  by  a  dress  parade  of  "the  royal  dudes''  at  10 
a.  m. ;  music  by  the  Manning  Cornet  Band  and  Kirkman  Glee  Club.  The 
celebration  was  held  in  a  grove  near  the  depot.  The  orations  were,  by  Hon. 
Cyrus  Beard,  A.  X.  Buckman  and  S.  H.  Lauck.  Sports  included  pony  races, 
foot  races,  sack  races,  egg  races,  climbing  greased  pole,  pie-eating  match, 
cake-eating  match  and  balloon  ascensions  in  the  evening.  There  was  a  grand 
bowery  dance  in  the  grove  both  in  the  afternoon  and  the  evening.  The  com- 
mittee announced  "all  persons  in  town,  from  10  a.  m.  until  close  of  exercises, 
will  be  allowed  a  full  day's  work."  A.  N.  Buckman  was  president  of  the 
day,  M.  H.  Woods,  marshal,  and  M.  Larson,  vice-president. 

Thanksgiving  day  seems  to  have  been  observed  in  Harlan  so  early  as 
1874.  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  December  2,  1874,  containing  this  de- 
scription of  its  observance:  "The  day  was  properly  observed  in  Harlan  by 
an  appropriate  sermon  delivered  by  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Smith  in  the  Baptist 
church  at  eleven  o'clock.  A  majority  of  the  business  houses  were  tempor- 
arily closed  and  a  good  audience  was  well  entertained.  The  dining  hall  ot 
the  hotel  was  then  cleared,  and  the  violin,  accompanied  by  the  patter  of 
many  feet  whirling  through  the  mazes  of  the  waltz,  the  schottische  and  the 
polka,  could  be  heard  until  the  witching  hour  of  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
As  far  as  we  can  learn,  the  day  was  observed  all  over  the  county  by  social 
gatherings  and  dancing  parties,  remembered  for  its  true  merits.  Disorderly 
conduct  was  below  par,  and  every  one  stood  on  his  good  behavior  and  good 
humor." 

The  observance  of  Thanksgiving,  happily,  continues,  and  in  Harlan  at 
present  consists  of  a  joint  meeting  of  all  the  churches  of  the  town  and  of 
others  who  accept  the  imitation,  which  is  extended  generally  to  all  to  come 
together.    At  thi*  meeting  a  sermon  is  preached  and  church  music  rendered. 

GOOD  TEMPI-ARS. 

During  the  decade  between  1870  and  1880,  and  to  some  extent  immed- 
iately before  and  immediately  following,  the  organization  of  Good  Templars 
was  established  at  many  different  points  in  Shelby  county,  including  Manteno. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


459 


Harlan,  Shelby,  Hacktown,  and  perhaps  elsewhere.  These  local  lodges  often 
presented  literary  and  dramatic  programs  and  sometimes  held  spelling  con- 
tests. 

In  May,  1875,  there  was  held  at  Harlan  a  Good  Templars'  festival,  at 
which,  after  music,  there  was  a  spelling  contest.  The  captains  were  Messrs. 
Mcintosh  and  Reynolds.  The  Mcintosh  team  was  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing named  persons:  Hattie  Brazie,  H.  L.  Wood,  Belle  Cass,  Katie  Berg- 
stresser,  J.  V.  Brazie,  Adelia  M.  Swain,  A.  L.  Griffith,  Fannie  Worts,  Lettie 
Swain  and  Carrie  Harvey.  The  Reynolds  team  was  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing named  persons :  Mary  Griffith,  G.  D.  Ross,  Theophilus  Fulghem,  Ella 
Smith,  W.  O.  Townsend,  Annie  Burke,  David  Lang,  Cicely  Chatburn,  Emma 
Nance  and  Ella  Burke.  All  went  down  until  the  two  sides  were  represented 
by  A.  L.  Griffith,  Carrie  Harvey,  Miss  Griffith  and  G.  D.  Ross.  Miss  Carrie 
Harvey  received  the  prize,  a  handsome  bound  copy  of  Byron,  and  Mr.  Fulg- 
hem a  pictorial  copy  of  the  alphabet,  which  brought  forth  many  cheers.  They 
then  voted  as  to  the  prettiest  lady  present,  the  only  candidates  being  Miss 
Cecily  Chatburn  and  Miss  Emma  Nance.  Miss  Chatburn  won  by  a  moderate 
majority.  They  then  voted  on  the  homeliest  man  present,  the  vote  finally 
standing:  Mcintosh,  sixty-five,  and  Wood,  seventy -eight.  Wood  was  the 
editor  of  the  paper.  The  receipts  amounted  to  thirty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

In  August.  1886,  a  lodge  of  the  order  of  Good  Templars  was  organized 
in  Shelby  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  order  started  out  with 
twenty-nine  members  and  with  good  prospects  for  a  large  increase  in  mem- 
bership.   The  meetings  were  held  weekly. 

In  June,  1877,  the  Good  Templars  of  Harlan  gave  a  literary  and  musical 
program  at  the  Masonic  hall.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Harlan  Cornet 
Band.  A  new  song,  entitled  "Mary's  Promise,  or  Pledge  Me,  Love,  in 
Sparkling  Waters,"  was  rendered  by  Miss  Ella  Burke.  There  was  also  pre- 
sented a  drama,  entitled  "Pretty  Piece  of  Business."  A  comedy  of  one  act 
followed,  the  cast  of  characters  being:  "Capt.  Felix  Merry  weather,"  J.  H. 
Chrisman;  "Dr.  Lancelot  Shee,"  J.  V.  Brazie;  "Miss  Charlotte  Shee."  Cicely 
Chatburn:  "Dobson,"  Miss  Kate  Wright:  "Mrs.  Fanny  Grantley,"  Miss  Etta 
Jackson.  The  program  was  closed  with  a  song.  "Merry  Heart."  given  by 
the  double  quartette,  composed  of  the  Misses  Ella  Burke,  Emma  Nance,  Ida 
Weimer.  I^tta  Swain  and  Messrs.  J.  V.  Brazie,  George  D.  Ross,  D.  D. 
Downs  and  Henry  Carl.  George  D.  Ross,  D.  D.  Downs  and  Henry  (W.  H.) 
Carl  are  yet  residents  of  Harlan. 
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DANCING. 

From  the  earliest  times  dancing  was  a  favorite  amusement.  The  Shelby 
County  Record  of  November  5,  1874,  says:  "The  house  of  Jonas  Baker  last 
Wednesday  night  was  made  to  echo  to  the  sound  of  the  musical  catgut  and 
the  heels  of  No.  11  stogas  and  No.  6  gaiters.  Heavens,  but  they  made  things 
jingle.    It  is  the  terpsichorean  headquarters  for  those  who  desire  to  attend." 

A  Harlan  paper  of  March.  1879.  says:  "Never  have  Harlan's  pleasure 
lovers  enjoyed  a  greater  social  feast  than  at  Long's  hall  Monday  night. 
About  twenty-five  couples,  inspired  by  the  sweet  melodies  of  the  Northwest- 
ern Quadrille  Band,  of  Clinton,  tripped  the  light  fantastic  and  vied  one  with 
another  in  making  everyliody  happy  until  the  wee  small  hours,  only  admitting 
a  short  delay  at  twelve  o'clock,  when  all  repaired  to  the  Harlan  House,  where 
they  were  bountifully  refreshed.  It  had  never  l>een  our  good  fortune  to 
secure  this  favorite  band  before,  but  having  once  listened  to  the  enchanting- 
harmonies  we  shall  speak  for  the  boys  from  Clinton  to  furnish  us  music.  In 
addition  to  our  own  pleasant  social  circle  the  following  joyous  friends  from 
a  distance  were  present:  From  Avoca,  Thomas  Ledwich  and  wife.  Mrs.  Hall 
and  Mrs.  Kerkson ;  from  Shelby,  A.  C.  Autin  and  wife.  W.  C.  Atwater  and 
lady.  Quite  a  number  were  intending  to  come  from  Avoca  and  several  couples 
from  Hacktown.  but  the  train  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance.  We  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  chronicling  another  blow-out  by  the  Harlan  Coterie  be- 
fore the  season  closes." 

In  December.  1877.  a  dance  was  held  at  Long's  hall  until  half  past 
three  in  the  morning.  At  twelve  the  dancers  partook  of  supper  at  the  Har- 
lan House.    It  seems  there  were  skirmishes  outside  of  the  hall. 

The  author  has  been  told  by  several  pioneers,  residing  here  at  the  time, 
that  when  Chatburn's  mill  was  completed,  in  1867,  there  was  great  desire 
among  the  leading  spirits  of  the  town  to  have  a  church  building  erected  in 
Harlan.  Accordingly,  a  dance  was  held  in  the  newly-built  mill  and  the  pro- 
ceeds received  therefrom  were  devoted  to  help  build  the  First  Methodist 
F.piscopal  church  in  Harlan.  The  author  does  not  vouch  for  this  story,  but 
it  appears  to  be  based  upon  credible  authority. 

In  early  times  it  was  often  expressly  advertised  in  handbills  that  at 
#  public  dances  "good  order  will  positively  prevail."    In  later  years  an  affirma- 
tive show  ing  of  this  sort  has  not  seemed  so  often  necessary. 

In  the  early  eighties  the  masquerade  ball  seems  to  have  been  attractive 
to  the  people.    A  paper  of  the  time  contains  the  following  reference:  "Last 
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Thursday  night  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  masquerade  balls  of  the  season 
took  place  at  Long's  opera  house.  The  attendance  was  about  forty  couples 
en  maSque,  besides  a  large  audience  of  spectators.  The  masks  were  excellent, 
by  far  the  best  that  have  ever  been  in  the  city.  We  understand  the  cos- 
tumes were  from  Des  Moines.  The  most  complete  surprise  was  to  the  musi- 
cians, Henry  and  Emery  Potter.  The  boys  left  home  at  eight  o'clock,  and 
the  ladies  were  very  sleepy  and  should  retire  immediately.  When  the  masks 
were  removed  Henry's  eyes  dropped  upon  the  familiar  face  of  Mrs.  Henry. 
Emery  was  giving  directions  about  a  difficult  figure,  and  grasped  a  girl  by  the 
arm  to  place  her  in  proper  position,  when,  to  his  surprise  he  found  his  partner 
to  be  J.  F.  Huntzinger,  fully  equipped  in  all  the  furbelows  of  the  latest  French 
agony  of  female  apparel.  The  two  clowns,  writh  the  poodle,  bothered  the 
multitude  and  made  fun  for  the  hosts.  Our  wooden  shoes  knocked  a  whole 
acre  of  flesh  off  our  left  toe  and  our  'dicher'  proboscis  melted  down  and 
smothered  us.  The  lovers  of  the  dance  enjoyed  themselves  after  unmasking 
for  several  hours,  under  the  inspiring  music  of  the  best  orchestra  in  western 
Iowa,  and  retired  to  their  homes  well  satisfied  with  the  entire  evening's  pleas- 
ure." 

CHURCH  SOCI\LS  AND  OTHER  FUNCTIONS. 

Church  festivals  or  "socials"  were  frequently  held  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  various  church  purposes.  At  these  meetings,  depending  upon 
the  time  of  year,  strawberries,  ice  cream,  etc.,  were  served  and  occasionally 
various  articles,  usually  of  home  manufacture,  were  offered  for  sale.  The 
reader  will  recall  the  "necktie"  festival  held  by  the  Young  Folks'  Literary 
Society  of  Harlan,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  help  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

The  festival  also  sometimes  centered  about  local  organizations,  such  as 
fire  companies,  cornet  bands,  etc.  At  these  festivals  numerous  were  the 
devices  for  inducing  those  in  attendance  to  part  with  their  money  for  the 
"cause."  The  people  of  the  time  were  very  fond  of  having  at  these  festivals 
voting  contests  of  various  sorts.  Perhaps  this  voting  is  best  illustrated 
by  the  "Firemen's  Fair  and  Festival"  held  in  the  latter  part  of  October. 
1881,  at  Long's  hall.  Harlan,  described  in  a  Harlan  newspaper  of  the  time. 
The  young  men  and  women  worked  very  diligently  to  make  this 
event  successful.  Many  "}>eople  from  Avoca  seem  to  have  come  to  Har- 
lan to  assist  in  making  the  affair  enjoyable.  The  first  of  the  voting 
contests  was  on  the  question  of  the  most  popular  lady  in  Shelby  county. 
The  two  young  ladies  receiving  the  highest  votes  were  Miss  Bechtel.  who 
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received  one  hundred  and  eighteen  votes,  and  Miss  Carrie  Harvey,  who  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  ten.  The  prize  offered  was  a  riding  bridle,  donated 
by  Harp  Wilson,  mayor  of  Avoca.  The  next  contest  was  as  to  the  most 
deserving  young  man  in  Harlan.  Sam  Hunt  got  eighty-two  votes  and  E.  D. 
Potter  seventy.  On  the  second  night  of  the  fair  there  was  a  spirited  contest 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  who  was  the  most  popular  old  bachelor  of  Harlan. 
Every  person  voting  paid  ten  cents  for  each  vote  cast  by  him.  The  prize 
was  a  pin-cushion,  donated  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Jack.  E.  D.  Potter  received  forty- 
eight  votes,  and  Cyrus  Mentzer.  thirteen.  The  next  contest  was  for  the 
prize  of  a  camp  chair,  donated  by  Carl  &  Graves,  for  the  most  popular 
married  lady  in  Harlan.  Mrs.  D.  M.  Wyland  received  a  vote  of  fifty-six  to 
forty-seven  for  Mrs.  Steinhilber.  The  next  ballot  was  for  the  purpose  of 
voting  a  cradle,  donated  by  Mr.  Steinhilber,  to  the  most  deserving  man  in 
Harlan.  D.  M.  Wyland  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  one-half 
votes  and  O.  F.  Graves  one  hundred  and  thirty- four.  The  amusing  thing 
about  this  vote  was  that  neither  of  the  men  then  had  or  ever  had  the  slightest 
personal  use  for  a  cradle.  Undoubtedly  this  added  to  the  zest  of  the  voting. 
The  next  contest  in  which  the  persons  present  participated  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deciding  who  was  the  most  popular  young  lady  in  Harlan.  The 
prize  was  a  cake  stand.  Miss  Bessie  Bechtel  received  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  and  one-half  votes  and  Miss  Ella  Noble  one  hundred  and  eighteen  and 
one-half  votes.  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Roeka fellow  had  donated  an  album 
for  the  most  popular  officer  in  the  fire  department.  In  this  contest  O.  F. 
Graves  received  thirty-five  votes  and  Thomas  Ledwich,  thirty.  A  set  of 
jewelry,  donated  by  Pryor  Tinsley  for  the  best  girl  in  Harlan,  went  to  Miss 
Ella  Burke  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine,  to  fifty  for  Miss  Badan.  The  last  contest, 
involving,  of  course,  more  or  le>s  horse-play,  was  for  a  chromo,  donated  by 
Mr.  Steinhilber.  to  the  ugliest  man  in  Harlan.  Mayor  Thomas  Ledwich  re- 
ceived twenty-five  votes.  Fd  Parmelee.  twenty  votes,  and  Billie  Ramsey,  five, 
leaving  no  one  with  a  majority,  but  since  a  plurality  took  the  chromo,  Mr. 
Ledwich  won. 

At  an  early  date  the  young  people  entertained  themselves  and  their 
friends  by  giving  amateur  plays.  In  November.  1X7^.  Prof.  M.  Gibney.  of 
Des  Moines.  Iowa,  was  then  in  Harlan,  making  a  local  cast  of  characters  for 
Shakespeare^s  comedy.  "The.  Merchant  of  Venice."'  The  Shelby  Station 
Dramatic  Club,  in  the  seventies,  gave  an  entertainment  at  the  hall  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Good  Templars  lodge  of  that  place.  The  troupe  was  com- 
prised of  the  following  named  ladies  and  gentlemen:    Miss  Kate  Trusdel, 
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Miss  May  Baird.  Mrs.  O.  W.  Baird,  George  Kiefer,  Frank  Ramsey,  O.  W. 
Baird,  Chan.  Baird,  E.  J.  Heath  and  John  Morton. 

Early  in  January,  1880,  a  company  of  Harlan  amateurs  rendered  the 
comic  opera,  "H.  M.  S.  Pinafore,"  in  Long's  hall,  the  net  proceeds  derived 
from  which  being  divided  between  the  Harlan  Library  Association  and  the 
Cornet  Band.  The  dramatis  personae  in  this  play  were  as  follows:  "Sir 
Joseph,"  W.  M.  Oungst;  "Captain  Corcoran,"  W.  H.  Kridler;  "Ralph  Rack- 
straw,"  J.  W.  Lehman:  "Dick  Deadeye,"  C.  R.  Pratt:  "Boatswain,"  J.  I. 
Myerly;  "Midshipman,"  L.  P.  Benedict;  "Josephine,"  Mrs.  W.  W.  Girton; 
"Little  Buttercup,"  Mrs.  E.  S.  Burgin;  "Hebe,"  Mrs.  L.  M.  Bechtel;  Sisters, 
Cousins  and  Aunts,  Misses  Bessie  Bechtel,  Lettie  Swain,  Ella  Swain,  Mag- 
gie Coenen.  Mollie  Coenen,  Clara  Sweat,  Ella  Burke;  Sailors,  H.  C.  Munger, 
J.  C.  McManima,  A.  K.  Riley,  Will  Stutsman,  U.  S.  Brown  and  R.  W. 
Robins;  pianist,  Miss  Louise  Todd. 

In  1879  Billy  Marbles'  theatrical  troupe  gave  plays  in  Long's  hall,  on 
November  10,  11,  12,  and  in  1882  played  in  what  was  then  the  new  opera 
house.  Among  the  plays  at  that  time  presented  were  "The  Poor  Factory 
Girl"  and  "LTnder"the  Gas  Light."  This  company  seems  to  have  been  very 
popular  at  that  time. 

In  1882  "Above  the  Clouds,"  a  drama,  was  given,  the  first  entertainment 
by  local  talent  in  the  Harlan  opera  house.  The  cast:  O.  F.  Graves,  J.  F. 
Huntzinger,  S.  K.  Pratt,  W.  C.  Campbell,  J.  M.  Kingery  and  C.  R.  Pratt.  In 
1889  "The  Turn  of  the  Tide"  was  presented  by  home  talent,  consisting  of 
S.  K.  Pratt,  W.  T.  Shepherd.  Frank  W.  Parker,  L.  M.  Kerr.  Jay  Wyland, 
Herman  Noble,  Pearl  Swain,  Amy  Cook,  Lina  Piatt  and  Fannie  Long. 

The  dramatic  talent  of  the  present  day  is  developed  to  some  extent  by 
the  giving  of  occasional  amateur  plays  in  the  opera  houses  of  the  county,  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  support  various  public  enterprises.  A  number 
of  the  high  schools  of  the  county  now  have  the  custom  of  giving  a  play  an- 
nually by  the  graduating  class  of  the  year.  One  of  the  men  who  has  given 
largely  of  his  time,  with  much  success  to  the  training  of  young  people  along 
these  lines,  is  Editor  W.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Harlan  Tribune. 

The  young  people  of  Earling  have  continued  to  take  great  interest  in 
amateur  acting,  and  for  a  long  period  of  years  have  presented  plays  that 
gave  them  excellent  experience  and  offered  the  people  pleasing  entertainment. 
So  earlv  as  April.  1888.  Earling  had  a  dramatic  club.  On  each  evening 
comedies  were  presented  in  German  and  in  English.  The  company  seems  to 
have  been  well  received  by  the  iK-ople. 


Digitized  by  Google 


464 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


The  young  people  of  Portsmouth  and  of  Panama  have  also  shown  inter- 
est and  talent  along  the  same  lines. 

During  the  seventies  and  eighties,  especially  at  Harlan,  a  great  many  lec- 
turers-and  entertainers  appeared  before  the  people.  In  the  seventies  Miss 
Ella  May  Dwight,  at  Long's  hall,  gave  a  number  of  readings.  Among  the 
selections  were  "Creeds  of  the  Bells"  and  "High  Tide."  In  January,  1876, 
Harlan  had  a  visit  from  Professor  Owen,  the  phrenologist.  He  gave  four 
lectures  on  phrenology,  physiognomy  and  mesmerism.  Both  local  editors 
had  their  heads  carefully  examined  and  estimates  made.  In  connection  with 
his  lecture  on  the  subject  of  matrimony  from  the  phrenological  point  of 
view  a  vote  of  the  audience  was  taken  to  ascertain  the  handsomest  lady  and 
the  homliest  man  present.  These  voting  contests,  by  the  way,  in  the  early 
day  were  very  popular  on  all  possible  occasions.  Miss  Cecily  Chatburn  was 
voted  to  be  the  most  l>eautiful  lady  and  was  given  a  phrenological  chart  as  a 
prize.  Attorney  J.  E.  Weaver  received  the  other  prize.  In  November,  1877. 
the  Harlan  Lecture  Association  met  at  the  clerk's  office  and  made  arrange- 
ments to  have  a  lecture  course  in  Harlan  for  that  winter,  the  intention  beingf 
to  have  one  lecture  each  month.  One  of  the  persons  considered  for  a  lecture 
was  Susan  B.  Anthony.  The  officers  of  the  association  were :  President,  D. 
M.  YY viand ;  vice-president.  George  D.  Ross;  secretary,  C.  M.  Robins;  treas- 
urer, Thomas  McDonald,  every  man  of  whom  made  his  impress  upon  the 
life  of  Shelby  county  during  his  time.  On  the  evenings  of  July  25,  26,  27, 
1877,  Col.  J.  P.  Sanford  delivered  three  lectures  in  Harlan  on  these  topics: 
"My  Travels  in  Japan  and  China,"  "Old  Times  and  New"  and  "Arabia  and 
M  ohammedan  ism. ' 1 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  of  Harlan  had  arranged  a 
course  of  lectures  during  the  summer  of  1887.  Among  those  who  lectured 
were  Rev.  J.  W.  Geiger,  of  the  Congregational  church,  on  the  subject.  "Our 
Boys  and  their  Sisters."  The  second  lecture  was  given  by  President  W.  E. 
Hamilton,  of  Simpson  College,  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  on  the 
"Labor  Question."  In  1878  there  was  a  Harlan  Lecture  Association,  com- 
posed of  Mrs.  D.  M.  Wyland,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stutsman  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Mc- 
Donald. One  of  the  persons  they  brought  to  Harlan  was  Rev.  Sanders.  In 
Harlan.  August  13,  1878,  Professor  Wentworth.  of  Chicago,  gave  a  reading. 
In  November,  1878.  Miss  Jessie  E.  Wilson  delivered,  at  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  a  lecture  entitled  the  "New  Bonanza."  President  Berry,  of 
Grinnell  College,  lectured  m  Shelby  in  December.  1879.  On  May  1  and  2. 
1879,  Elizabeth  Cadv  Stanton  was  scheduled  to  lecture  in  Harlan. 

In  June,  1881.  Col.  J.  P.  Sanford  gave  a  lecture  in  Harlan.    In  June, 
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1881,  Rev.  C.  S.  Ryan  gave  two  lectures  at  the  Methodist  church.  His  sub- 
jects were  "Loiterings  in  Scotland  and  England"  and  "Men  of  the  Times." 
On  April  5,  1881,  the  "Artemus  Ward  Panorama"  exhibited  at  Long's  hall. 
Accompanying  this  was  Alonzo  Ward,  a  brother  of  the  celebrated  humorist, 
who  delivered  a  lecture.  In  March,  1881,  at  Long's  hall,  Homer  D.  Cope 
gave  a  lecture,  entitled  "Damon  and  Pythias."  On  May  I,  1883,  Miss 
Matilda  Hindman  lectured  at  the  Congregational  church  on  the  subject, 
"W  oman  Suffrage,"  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  suffrage  association.  On 
December  15,  1884,  Ralph  Bingham,  then  known  as  the  boy  orator, 
thirteen  years  old,  appeared  in  Harlan.  He,  by  the  way,  is  on  the  lecture  plat- 
form today.  In  1886  the  Reading  Room  Association  of  Harlan  had  brought 
Governor  Cumback  to  Harlan  to  lecture,  but  had  lost  money  on  the  course, 
which  was  made  good  to  it  by  Hon.  Piatt  Wicks.  On  October  20,  1887. 
Belle  Boyd,  known  as  the  "Rebel  Spy,"  gave  a  lecture  at  Harlan  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  On  the  evening  of  April  12, 
1888,  Rev.  Anna  Shaw,  since  become  very  famous  as  an  advocate  of  woman 
suffrage,  lectured  at  the  Congregational  church  on  the  subject,  "The  Fate  of 
Republics." 

From  about  1870  to  about  1890,  or  perhaps  somewhat  later,  the  coming 
of  the  teachers  of  the  county,  numbering  nearly  two  hundred,  to  attend  the 
Teachers'  Institute,  which  usually  lasted  at  least  two  weeks,  and  sometimes 
longer,  was  the  occasion  of  much  social  activity.  Almost  every  year  there 
were  a  number  of  ice  cream  sociables,  usually  called  "socials."  given  by 
churches  or  other  organizations  on  the  court  house  lawn  on  the  public  square 
at  Harlan.  On  these  occasions  the  teachers  and  their  friends  would  assemble 
there  in  the  evening  and  play  various  games,  including  the  old-fashioned 
"Virginia  Reel,"  usually,  however,  under  other  names  to  disguise  it.  A 
favorite  exercise  was  "Old  Dan  Tucker,"  which  was  also  a  sort  of  rustic 
dance,  although  not  known  as  such.  Many  a  school  teacher,  with  an  excess 
of  dignity  before  her  pupils  in  the  school  room,  was  known  to  have  taken  a 
good  deal  of  personal  delight  in  the  physical  exercise  called  "Pig  in  the  Par- 
lor." Sometimes  the  old  game  of  "Drop  the  Handkerchief"  was  indulged  in. 
Of  course,  often,  formal  dances  were  held. 

In  18S2  the  business  and  professional  men  of  Harlan  organized  a  social 
club  of  about  thirty-five  members,  known  as  the  "Utile  Dulce  Club."  This 
club  had  a  ladies'  day,  which  "was  on  Friday  afternoon  and  evening,  on  which 
day  the  members  of  the  club  were  privileged  to  invite  Indies  to  visit  the  club 
rooms. 

(30) 
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From  the  earliest  times  the  charivari  has  accompanied  weddings  in  the 
county.  This  beautiful  post-nuptial  serenade  is.  and  has  been,  long  per- 
formed with  cow  bells,  tin  pans,  shotguns,  drums,  etc.  The  persons  com- 
posing it  were,  and  are,  of  course,  men  and  boys.  They  usually  elect  a  cap- 
tain, who  speaks  for  the  crowd,  and  with  whom  the  luckless  bridegroom  is 
obliged  to  treat  for  terms.  Sometimes  the  serenaders  receive  apples,  some- 
times cigars,  or  both.  The  institution  survives  in  the  county  to  a  general 
extent. 

Perhaps  the  earliest  May  party  held  in  Shelby  county  was  in  1881.  The 
Harlan  Weekly  Herald  of  May  26,  188 1 ,  describes  the  happy  event  thus  : 
"As  we  sat  at  our  desk  last  Saturday  afternoon,  racking  our  brains  in  a  vain 
endeavor  to  produce  from  them  an  idea  that  we  could  work  up  into  an  edi- 
torial, our  office  was  suddenly  brightened  and  made  cheerful  by  a  happv 
group  of  young  maidens  who  had  just  returned  from  a  May  party  at  Chiches- 
ter's Grove.  They  were  brimful  of  fun  and  happiness,  and.  realizing  the  for- 
lorn lot  of  an  editor  who  has  no  enjoyment  in  this  world  but  is  compelled  to 
pass  his  time  prying  into  other  people's  business  and  getting  cursed  for  it, 
they  deposited  upon  the  editorial  table  a  huge  pile  of  the  good  things  left 
over  from  the  feast  they  had  enjoyed  at  the  grove.  The  party  consisted  of 
the  following  misses  and  masters:  Nettie  Stanley,  queen:  William  Macy. 
king;  Minnie  Baker.  Edith  Baker,  Ella  Barton.  Ada  Chase,  Minta  Beck. 
Lillie  Campbell,  Rose  Dickinson.  Clara  Ferguson,  Addie  Gibson.  Anna  Jack- 
son, Hattie  Locke.  Rena  Shepherd.  Tna  Smith,  Buda  Stringer,  May  Wvland, 
Frank  Harford.  Clarence  Redfield." 

A  unique  form  of  entertainment  was  a  "hide  and  seek"  party,  devised 
by  Harlan  young  people  in  Xoveml)er.  1888.  The  girls  agreed  to  meet  at  a 
certain  residence.  Tf  the  young  men  discovered  their  hiding  place,  they  were 
to  be  provided  with  a  supper.  One  young  man,  who  probably  had  a  "tip," 
found  them  assembled  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  F.  Murray.  Sup- 
per was  prepared  and  the  girls  drew  lots  for  partners. 

CENTER  COUNTRY  CLUB  OF  CENTER  TOWNSHIP. 

One  <»f  the  youngest  but  most  highjy  successful  of  the  clubs  of  Shelby 
county.  who«e  membership  is  composed  of  ladies  in  country  homes,  is  the 
Center  Country  Club  of  Center  township.  This  club  was  organized  February 
25,  1914.  The  charter  members  were  Mesdames  Mae  Daws,  Anna  Errett, 
Gertrude  Graves,  Eva  Graves,  Carrie  Hess.  Cecile  Ilubbell.  Eulu  Kilpatrick, 
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Ruth  Lewis,  Pluma  Littleton,  Elizabeth  Mayne,  Marjorie  Miller,  Jennie 
Obrecht,  Floy  RufTcorn,  Trena  Terkildsen,  Mary  Westrope. 

The  present  and  first  officers  are:  President,  Mrs.  Mae  Dawes;  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Eva  Graves;  secretary,  Mrs.  Lulu  Kilpatrick;  treasurer.  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Graves;  pianist,  Mrs.  Pluma  Littleton. 

The  present  members  of  the  club  are :  Mesdames  Margaret  Black, 
Myrtle  Carter,  Mae  Daws,  Nancy  Errett,  Anna  Errett,  Gertrude  Graves,  Eva 
Graves,  Jessie  Graves,  Cassie  Grabill,  Carrie  Hess,  Cecile  Hubbell,  Delia 
Heflin.  Lulu  Kilpatrick,  Ora  Klindt,  Ruth  Lewis,  Jennie  Littleton,  Pluma 
Littleton,  Elizabeth  Mayne,  Anna  Mellott,  Marjorie  Miller,  Ermal  Miller, 
Hazel  McCord,  Louisa  Morgan,  Jennie  Obrecht,  Pearl  Obrecht,  Demaris  Pot- 
ter, Anna  Potter,  Ida  Rold,  Floy  RufTcorn,  Trena  Terkildsen  and  Mary 
Westrope. 

The  purpose  of  the  clubs  primarily,  quoting  the  words  of  a  member,  "is  to 
improve  the  conditions  of  life  surrounding  the  women  of  country  homes. 
It  aims  to  keep  them  better  informed  on  current  events,  to  make  their  work 
easier,  their  homes  brighter  and  better,  to  help  its  members  profit  by  the 
progress  of  the  world,  to  make  a  better  community  and  to  make  the  com- 
munity attractive  with  power  to  hold  the  young  people  at  home,  and  to  help 
each  member  and  others,  in  spite  of  themselves,  to  live  up  to  the  best  possible 
in  life."  The  club  is  accomplishing  much  in  breaking  the  isolation  of  the 
country  and  in  promoting  a  better  and  happier  community  life. 

SELF  IMPROVEMENT  CLUB. 

In  April,  1910,  there  was  organized  by  a  number  of  ladies  of  Lincoln 
township  the  "Self  Improvement  Club." 

Its  first  members  were  Mesdames  Blakely,  Brockman,  Christensen.  Cus- 
ter, Carlson.  Hansen,  Martin,  McKeig,  Miller,  Kevan,  Kinsey,  Olsen,  Philson, 
Poole,  Severns,  Sorcnsen,  Smith.  Steele,  Robinson  and  W  hite,  and  the  Misses 
Clara  Blakely,  Vinnie  Brockman,  Cora  Hoskins,  Laura  Hoskins,  Ella  Hos- 
kins.  Bertha  Hoskins.  Christy  Jensen. 

The  first  officers  of  the  club  were:  President.  Mrs.  Blakely;  secretary. 
Mrs.  Anna  Custer;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Belle  Stewart.  The  present  officers  of 
the  club  are:  President.  Agnes  Alwill ;  vice-president.  Xina  Bartholomew: 
secretary,  Maud  McKeig;  treasurer.  Priscilla  Blakely;  organist,  Vinnie  Brock- 
man :  recorder.  Belle  Stewart. 

The  present  meml>ership  of  the  club  is  twenty-six.  The  objects  of  the 
club  are  to  promote  sociability  among  neighbors:  to  do  all  good  possible  with- 
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in  the  circle  of  the  membership:  and  to  learn  different  and  better  ways  of 
performing  the  duties  of  the  home  and  community.  At  each  meeting  of  the 
club  a  literary  program  is  given  and  many  of  the  papers  presented  are  dis- 
cussed informally  by  the  members  of  the  club.  The  organization  aims  to 
send,  and  has  frequently  sent,  money  to  the  Orphans'  (Christian)  Home  in 
Council  Bluffs,  and  in  cases  of  sickness  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  the 
members  of  the  club  reside  a  ilower  committee,  appointed  by  the  club,  has 
sent  flowers  and  the  club  in  other  ways  has  made  itself  helpful  and  useful  to 
persons  and  families  needing  help  and  sympathy  in  the  neighborhood. 

THE  WOMAN'S  UNION. 

One  of  the  very  useful  and  practical  organizations  of  Shelby  county 
women  is  the  Woman's  Union  of  Harlan,  which  was  organized  October  7. 
1901.  It  has  for  its  purpose  the  study  of  ways  and  means  by  which  its 
members  can  better  conduct  and  help  in  their  homes,  rear  and  train  children 
and  fulfill  the  countle>s  duties  that  fall  to  women  in  the  home  and  in  the 
community  in  which  they  live. 

The  first  officers  of  the  organization  were  Mrs.  T.  H.  Smith,  president; 
Mrs.  M.  K.  Campljell,  vice-president;  Mrs.  P.  R.  Brown,  secretary,  and  Mrs. 
J.  Turner,  treasurer.  The  present  officers  of  the  Woman's  Union  are  Mrs. 
T.  H.  Smith,  president;  Mrs.  H.  J.  Garland,  vice-president;  Mrs.  James 
Lauritzen,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  DeMar.  treasurer.  The  union  meets 
every  other  Tuesday  afternoon  at  2:30  o'clock.  Among  other  useful  accom- 
plishments, the  Woman's  Union  is  caring  for  the  plants  in  the  postofnce  win- 
dow, and  during  the  last  summer  the  flowers  on  the  Chicago  Great  Western 
depot  grounds  were  in  their  charge.  The  organization  has  a  very  large 
membership  in  Harlan  and  its  members  take  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  union  and  in  the  good  to  be  derived  from  it. 
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ATHLETICS. 

The  young  men  of  Shelby  county,  and  in  fact  a  good  many  of  the  older 
ones,  have  been  fond  of  athletic  games  and  sports  from  the  very  earliest  days. 
During  the  seventies,  and  undoubtedly  to  some  extent  before  that  time,  base- 
ball was  the  favorite  sport,  although  foot  racing,  jumping  and  other  sports 
were  more  or  less  indulged  in.  Nearly  every  town  and  village  in  the  county 
and  almost  every  rural  community  having  enough  young  men  to  form  a  team 
had  a  baseball  organization  during  the  seventies,  and  to  some  extent  in  the 
eighties.  There  was  particular  rivalry  between  the  "Unions,"  of  Harlan,  and 
the  "Modocs,"  of  Shelby. 

The  "Union"  team  in  1877  had  as  its  captain  George  VVyland.  Other 
members  of  the  team  were  Yost,  Harvey,  O.  P.  Wyland,  Hurless  Askwith. 
Forest,  Seth  Wyland.  Stanley.  John  Wyland  and  VanLoum.  The  team  that 
year  defeated  Avoca  by  a  score  of  eleven  to  six. 

In  1877  the  Shelby  baseball  team,  the  "Modocs,"  was  composed  of 
George  Rink,  captain.  Brown,  J.  Rink,  Lake.  W.  Rink.  Fry,  Crow,  Askwith, 
Armstrong  and  Leigh.  In  this  year  Shelby  defeated  Walnut  by  a  score  of 
thirteen  to  eight. 

In  1877  there  were  three  games  of  baseball  scheduled  between  the  "Un- 
ion" baseball  team  of  Harlan  and  "Modocs,"  of  Shelby.  The  first  game  re- 
sulted three  to  one  for  the  "Modocs"  and  the  second  twenty-two  to  fifteen 
for  the  "Modocs,"  thus  rendering  the  third  game  unnecessary.  The  Modocs 
in  that  year  also  defeated  Atlantic,  seventeen  to  sixteen,  and  in  1878  defeated 
the  Pastimes,  of  Council  I»lufTs,  eleven  to  four. 

Much  county  pride  w  as  taken  in  the  "Modoc"  baseball  club.  In  Sept  em- 
ber, 1878.  it  proposed  to  play  the  Davenport  ball  club  for  the  championship 
of  the  state,  and  in  October  Harlan  citizens  had  made  up  a  purse  of  about 
twenty-five  dollars  by  way  of  encouraging  arrangements  for  such  a  game 
and  to  assist  the  Shelby  l>oys. 

The  Harlan  "Unions"  in  1877  won  the  third  and  last  game  from  Avoca 
by  a  score  of  twenty-five  to  nine. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  fair  at  Harlan  in  1877,  the  "Modocs"  were  de- 
feated bv  the  Harlan  "Union"  team. 
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At  a  baseball  game  played  in  June,  1877,  between  two  teams  known  as 
the  "Paddywhackcrs,"  of  Harlan,  and  the  "Prussians,"  of  Westphalia,  the 
score  of  the  former  was  eighty-three  and  that  of  the  "Prussians"  fourteen, 
all  of  which  would  indicate  that  the  boys  had  an  abundance  of  exercise 
running  bases. 

In  1878  Manteno  had  a  baseball  team  and  there  was  also  a  team  in  that 
vicinity  known  as  the  "Blue  Ridgers."  In  1879  Bowman's  Grove  had  a 
baseball  team  that  came  to  Harlan  and  defeated  the  Harlan  club. 

August  23,  1877.  the  Avoca  second  nine  and  the  Harlan  boys  played  a 
game  of  baseball  on  the  fair  grounds  in  Harlan,  the  Harlan  boys  winning  by 
a  score  of  eleven  to  six.  On  July  4.  1877,  Shelby  county  players  defeated 
the  Avoca  club  at  Avoca  by  a  score  of  nine  to  four. 

Even  the  young  men  of  Westphalia  township,  then  known  as  the  "Col- 
ony," so  early  as  June,  1877.  were  playing  baseball  with  Harlan,  the  prize 
being  a  ball  and  Kit  to  the  winning  team.  In  July,  1877,  the  Harlan  club 
played  the  Polk  township  boys,  the  Harlan  club  winning  the  game. 

Washington  township  boys  had  a  good  team  known  the  the  "Mos- 
quitoes." 

The  young  men  of  Defiance,  Earling.  Panama  and  Portsmouth  very 
early  took  to  the  game,  and  played  it  with  skill  and  success.  At  Defiance 
there  were  such  men  as  H.  V.  Yackey,  Hulsebus,  Graham,  Kingsbury,  Ho- 
bart  and  others;  at  Earling,  H.  W.  Byers,  the  Ford  boys,  the  Schleiers,  and 
others  developing  great  skill,  so  much  so  that  Earling.  during  the  eighties, 
had  not  only  the  best  team  in  Shelby  county,  but  one  of  the  best  teams  in 
western  Iowa,  meeting  defeat  only  at  the  hands  of  the  wonderful  Hastings. 
Nebraska  team  iti  August.  1880.  and  maintaining  since  that  time  a  high  stand- 
ard of  proficiency  in  this  truly  American  game.  Among  the  well-known 
Harlan  players  might  be  named  II.  E.  Swain,  Dr.  E.  A.  Moore,  John  P. 
Hertert.  Yackey.  Hulsebus  and  many  others.  Lately  there  has  been  a  revival 
in  the  playing  of  the  game,  especially  in  the  towns  above  named  and  in  the 
town  of  Elk  Horn. 

Shelby  had  an  excellent  ha-e1»a11  team  in  1806,  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing named  persons:  Ed.  Wood,  Clyde  Williams  (afterwards  greatly  dis- 
tinguished as  a  football  player  on  the  State  University  of  Towa  team,  and 
later  one  of  the  best  coaches  in  the  Mississippi  valley).  Ed.  Helm,  George 
Murschl,  Roy  Linn.  Charles  Williams.  Rert  Clapp  (now  a  well-known  Har- 
lan banker).  Watson  Keency  and  Xels  Foster.  Tom  Leigh  and  Harry  Clapp 
were  managers. 

The  present  active  teams  of  the  county  are: 
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PANAMA  BASEBALL  TEAM. 

The  town  of  Panama  had  a  very  excellent  baseball  team  this  year.  The 
members  of  it  are  as  follows:  Kelso,  catcher;  Yackey,  center  field;  Nauroth. 
second  base;  Shelly,  third  base:  Cowan,  left  field:  Meters,  first  base;  Kepler, 
right  field ;  Manhart,  short  stop ;  Weise,  pitcher ;  C.  A.  Case,  manager ;  Will- 
iam Mischo,  captain ;  J.  Oppold,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

ELK  HORN  BASEBALL  TEAM. 

Peter  Jorgensen.  captain  and  pitcher;  Nels  Jorgensen.  catcher;  Folmer 
Hansen,  manager  and  first  base;  Martin  Boose,  second  base;  Peter  Madsen. 
shortstop;  Soren  Nelson,  third  base:  Alfred  Hansen,  left  field;  Alfred  Peter- 
sen, center  field;  Storm  Marquessen,  right  field,  and  Fred  Clemmensen. 
utility. 

PORTSMOUTH  CHAMPIONSHIP  BASEBALL  TEAM. 

The  town  of  Portsmouth  is  justly  proud  of  its  present  baseball  team, 
which  at  the  Shelby  county  fair  of  19 14  at  Harlan,  won  the  championship 
of  the  county  in  the  tournament  held  at  that  time.  The  membership  of  the 
team  is  as  follows:  Ted  Benning.  shortstop:  W.  J.  Hcrkenrath.  center  field; 
Frank  Ehrhardt,  second  base:  John  Rosenthal,  first  base  and  right  field: 
Peter  Clausen,  catcher  and  first  base;  William  Dahlhiemer.  third  base;  Wil- 
fred Hainley,  catcher;  John  Hickey.  pitcher;  Mike  Sondag,  left  field:  Mat 
Ohlinger,  first  base  and  right  field :  Charles  Gallagher,  manager. 

THE  EARLING  GIANTS. 

Earling  has  maintained  a  reputation  for  having  a  great  baseball  team 
from  the  earliest  times.  Her  present  team,  captained  by  Will  Langenfeld 
and  managed  by  John  H.  Meaders,  has  a  membership  as  follows:  Joe  Shini- 
eroski,  catcher;  William  Donnelly  and  John  H.  Meaders,  pitchers;  Tony 
Heitman,  first  base;  Joseph  Stephany,  second  base;  Will  Langenfeld,  third 
base;  Frank  Schell,  shortstop;  Joe  Heese,  left  field;  Henry  Nauroth,  center 
field;  Fred  Jacobs,  right  field;  substitutes.  Henry  Langenfeld,  center  field; 
Fred  Jacobs,  right  field. 
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FOOT  RACING. 

The  running  of  foot  races,  usually  of  about  one  hundred  yards  in, 
length,  was  a  favorite  sport  in  early  times.  Shelby  county  has  developed  a 
number  of  fleet-footed  runners  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  H.  B.  Gish, 
familiarly  known  as  "Hi,"  was  unusually  good  in  the  dashes  of  fifty  and 
one  hundred  yards.  The  contests  participated  in  by  the  Baughn  Hose  Team 
and  by  earlier  hose  teams  helped  to  develop  many  sprinters,  who  gave  a  good 
account  of  themselves  on  a  number  of  occa>ions.  Among  these  might  be 
mentioned  James  Harford  and  "Doc"  Pixley,  of  Irwin,  Giles  Bendon  and 
Lew  Oathout,  of  Cass  township,  Dr.  E.  A.  (Gus)  Moore  and  D.  J.  (Dave) 
Booth,  and  others,  of  Harlan.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  county  ever  pro- 
duced a  steadier  or  stronger  runner  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  to  three 
hundred  yards  than  Doctor  Moore,  or  a  man  of  more  native  ability  in  the 
dashes  of  fifty  to  one  hundred  yards  than  Booth,  although  neither  of  these 
men  ever  trained  as  professionals  or  held  themselves  out  as  such.  Shelby 
township  produced  a  licet  sprinter  named  Atherton.  B.  Rhodes,  of  Greeley 
township,  was  a  good  runner  at  two  to  three  hundred  yards. 

Wrestling  in  pioneer  times  was  particularly  indulged  in,  and  each  of  the 
pioneer  settlements,  as  a  rule,  had  one  or  more  young  men  whom  it  looked 
upon  as  its  champions  at  this  form  of  contest. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  games  played  were  marbles,  cpioits  (horseshoe), 
"black  man'*  and  "dare-base."  The  game  of  "bull-pen"  was.  also  a  favorite. 
Jacob  Tague  tell-  me  that  this  game  was  played  as  follows:  The  boys  en- 
gaged in  the  game  put  all  of  their  hats  into  the  center  of  a  ring  formed  by 
them.  One  player  then  dropped  a  ball  into  one  of  the  hats.  The  owner  of 
this  hat  was  then  obliged  to  pick  up  the  ball  and  thow  it  at  the  runner  who 
had  dropped  it  int  >  the  hat.  If  the  runner  was  hit  he  in  turn  took  the  ball 
and  dropped  it  into  a  hat  and  so  on. 

In  the  early  days  men  were  rather  fond  of  horse-racing  and  particularly 
of  running  races. 

The  editor  on  February  3.  1876.  said  in  the  flcratd:  "Horse  racing  in 
town  Sunday  is  not  exactly  the  thing,  as  we  do  not  like  to  have  our  serious 
meditations  disturbed  by  being  obliged  to  jump  up  and  look  out  of  the  win- 
dow to  see  w  ho  wins." 

A  running  race  was  advertised  for  January  27,  1877.  at  the  fair  grounds 
track  by  E  C  Swain,  secretary.  Admission  to  the  grounds  was  fixed  at  the 
moderate  sum  of  ten  cents. 
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On  July  2  and  4.  1881.  nurses  amounting  to  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  were  offered  for  the  winners  at  a  race  meet  at  Harlan,  as  follows: 

SATURDAY.  JULY  2. 


Green  horses — $50,  $30,  $20  $100 

Running  race,  one-half  mile — $50,  $30,  $20  100 

2:50  lass— $125,  $75,  $50   _  250 

MONDAY,  JULY  4. 

Double  team  race  (not  restricted  to  one  owner),  $50,  $30,  $20  $100 

Pacing  race— $75,  $50,  $25   150 

3:00  class — $100,  $60.  $40  200 

Free  for  all — $150.  $100,  $50  300 


There  was  an  amount  of  dash  and  spirit  in  the  local  athletes  and  it  ap- 
pears they  ever  stood  ready  to  accommodate  any  outsider  who  desired  amuse- 
ment. For  instance,  a  Harlan  paper  of  August  30.  1877,  says:  "One  day 
last  week  a  party  of  sports  passed  through  Harlan  with  two  or  three  race- 
horses, a  strong  man  who  pulled  square  draft,  a  light-footed  boy  who  ran 
races,  and,  in  fact,  they  declared  they  were  in  for  any  and  all  kinds  of  sport. 
Our  fellows  'seen'  them  in  everything  desired.  They  passed  on  toward 
Denison  poorer  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  wiser  men.'' 

During  the  eighties  roller  skating  was  much  in  vogue.  For  the  past 
twenty  years  or  more  little  has  been  heard  of  it  in  the  county.  It  has,  how- 
ever, again  come  into  fashion.  In  1883-4  roller  skating  was  very  popular  at 
Shelby.  At  Harlan  about  the  same  time  a  large  brick  skating  rink  was  built 
on  Market  street,  and  here  some  of  the  present  dignified  citizens  of  Harlan 
involuntarily  nit  figures  that  this  author  dare  not  in  all  charity  relate.  Ice 
skating  on  the  ponds  and  streams  dates  from  the  early  days. 

At  least  so  early  as  March.  1873.  the  game  of  football  was  played.  This 
was  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  association  game,  which  was  a  purely 
kicking  game,  in  which  every  man  or  boy  had  a  chance  to  participate  and 
take  a  kick  at  the  ball,  which  was  spherical  in  shape  and  not  oblong,  like  the 
Rugby  ball,  which  is  now  generally  used.  The  Shelby  County  Record  of 
March.  1873,  refers  to  the  results  of  this  game  in  1873:  "The  football  team 
season  has  commenced.  Saturday  a  devotee  of  the  'best  game  in  the  world" 
went  home  with  a  well  executed  map  of  Horseshoe  Lake  on  his  right  cheek- 
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and  a  mansard  projection  over  his  left  eye.  One  of  his  ribs  is  on  a  strike 
and  a  quarter  section  of  his  shin  bone  is  caved  in."  The  game  was  played 
at  this  time  on  what  is  now  the  public  square  of  Harlan  and  on  places  adja- 
cent thereto.  As  late  as  1880  the  game  was  being  played  on  the  public  square. 
Many  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Harlan,  such  as  O.  1\  Wyland  and  others, 
participated  in  this  sport. 

During  the  lale  eighties  and  early  nineties,  the  Harlan  high  school  played 
association  football.  During  the  eighties,  also.  Harlan  had  a  town  team 
that  played  this  game.  Among  the  members  of  the  town  team  were  W.  T. 
Shepherd.  Fred  Blackstone  and  others.  In  the  fall  of  1896  the  game  of  rugby 
football  was  introduced  to  the  Harlan  high  schools  boys  and  from  that  time 
until  this,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  the  game  has  been  played  by 
them.  During  these  years  Harlan  has  won  victories  over  many  high  schools, 
most  of  them  located  in  cities  much  larger.  Without  disparagement  of  other 
successful  teams  which  preceded  it.  the  team  of  1003  made  an  exceptionally 
fine  record.  The  team  that  year  was  composed  of  the  following  players  : 
Swift.  Hansen,  Nelson.  Rogers.  Croft.  Smith.  Hammer,  Howard,  Baer,  Rob- 
inson. Cobb  and  Stanley  The  schedule  of  the  games  played  by  this  team  in 
191)3,  with  scores,  was  as  follows: 

Harlan   15    Council  Bluffs   6 

Harlan  47    Council  Bluffs   o 

Harlan     6    Red  Oak   o 

Harlan   6    Ida  Grove  35 

Harlan   6    Des  Moines   23 

Harlan   o    Ida  Grove   o 

Harlan  23    Omaha   o 

Harlan  29    Walnut    o 

Harlan  45    Boone    o 


177  64 

Among  the  famous  college  football  players  who  received  their  intro- 
duction to  the  game  in  Harlan  high  school  teams  might  be  mentioned  Thomas 
Burcham,  who.  for  several  years,  was  a  famous  member  and  captain  of  the 
Drake  University  football  team,  and  his  brother.  John  Burcham,  the  famous 
right  halfback  upon  the  Drake  championship  team  of  Iowa  in  the  fall  of 
1909.  Both  of  these  boys  were  famous  as  punters  and  drop  kickers.  Thomas 
Burcham  kicked  a  goal  from  the  field  in  a  game  with  Michigan  University, 
the  only  score  made  by  Drake.    John  Burcham  won  several  games  by  suc- 
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oessful  drop  kicks  from  the  forty-seven  yard  line.  They  were  also  well 
known  as  track  and  field  athletes.  They  are  sons  of  John  Burcham  and 
grandsons  of  the  pioneer,  Jonas  W.  Chatburn. 

Another  high  school  alumnus,  J.  J.  Louis,  son  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Louis,  was 
especially  distinguished  as  an  athlete  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  where, 
for  several  years,  he  was  without  a  rival  in  the  running  high  jump.  He  held 
the  championship  of  the  state  for  several  years.  At  the  Western  Inter-Col- 
legiate Athletic  meet  at  Chicago,  in  which  all  the  great  universities  and  col- 
leges of  the  middle  West  had  entered  their  picked  representatives,  he  tied 
with  Powers,  of  Notre  Dame  University,  in  the  high  jump,  at  five  feet  eleven 
inches.  In  practice  he  had  cleared  six  feet.  He  also  won  a  special  prize  of  a 
silver  cup,  offered  to  that  member  of  his  graduating  class  who  had  made  the 
best  record,  both  as  athlete  and  student.  Fred  Cockerell,  while  a  student  at 
Ames,  won  third  in  the  mile  run  at  the  state  meet  of  Iowa  colleges.  James 
C.  Byers  won  prizes  in  the  dashes  at  the  state  high  school  meets.  His  broth- 
ers, Ed.  Byers,  Dow  Byers  and  McKinlcy  Byers,  have  especially  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  Des  Moines  high  school  as  football  players,  ranking  with 
the  very  best  in  Iowa.  Perry  Mayne  won  third  place  in  the  mile  run  in  one 
of  the  state  high  school  meets.  Fred  Moore,  son  of  Dr.  E.  B.  Moore,  played 
an  unusually  fine  game  on  the  State  University  football  team  at  Iowa  City. 
Lawrence  Nelson  was  for  some  years  a  member  of  the  strong  football  team  at 
Ames.  George  Allen,  of  Harlan,  played  a  strong  game  as  fullback  on  the 
university  team  at  Iowa  City. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  athletes  which  the  county  has  produced 
was  Clyde  Williams,  of  Shelby.  He  entered  the  university  at  Iowa  City  and 
became  one  of  the  greatest  quarterbacks  in  the  whole  country,  being  given 
credit  for  his  remarkable  work  by  the  best  national  authorities  on  football. 
He  learned  the  game  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  while  a  student  in  the  high  school. 
This  high  school  took  up  the  game  a  year  or  two  following  its  introduction 
into  the  Harlan  high  school.  The  athletic  editor  of  the  Iowa  Register  and 
Leader  on  December  6,  1914.  referred  to  Clyde  Williams  and  the  first  foot- 
ball team  at  Shelby  as  follows: 

"Clyde  describes  the  Shelby  aggregation  when  he  was  there  as  'the 
darnest  football  team  you  ever  saw.'  He  played  halfback.  They  played  the 
game  in  crude  fashion,  with  even  cruder  implements,  but  they  played  it.  noth- 
ing to  the  contrary  withstanding. 

"The  'suit'  Clyde  wore — and  so  did  all  the  others — was  a  set  of  blue 
overalls  and  a  corn-shucking  jacket.  They  used  a  catcher's  baseball  mit  for 
a  football  at  first,  but  after  a  while  they  saved  their  Sunday  school  pennies 
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and  purchased  a  one  dollar  and  ninety-eight  cent  football.  In  spite  of  these 
acute  privations  of  apparel  and  baseball  inits,  that  Shelby  high  school  football 
team  turned  out  men  who  in  subsequent  years  helped  to  make  football  history 
in  the  Hawkeye  state. 

"From  that  Shelby  high  team  the  following  lights  appeared  in  college 
football:  In  1898,  1899  and  1900  Ray  Morton  and  Clyde  played  on  the 
varsity  backfield  of  the  State  University  eleven  ;  Chick  and  Bill  Pomeroy 
played  substitute ;  Bert  Clapp  played  on  the  Iowa  scrubs ;  and  Arthur  Buckley 
played  guard  on  the  Ames  'varsity'  team  ;  Archie  Scott  played  regular  on  the 
same  Cyclone  team,  as  fullback;  Walter  Stoltenberg  played  regular  end  at 
Iowa ;  Roy  and  Fritz  Buckley  played  on  Iowa's  team ;  Cliff  Scott  was  Ames' 
captain  and  center  in  1909.  and  a  brother  of  the  aforesaid  Buckleys  since 
has  played  at  Iowa.    Some  gridders,  all  of  them!'' 

Fred  Buckley  and  Roy  Buckley,  of  Shelby,  played  on  the  1903  univer- 
sity team  at  Iowa  City.  During  the  same  year  Jesse  Cook,  of  Shelby,  played 
full  back  on  the  Highland  Park  College  team  at  Des  Moines. 

THE  HARLAN  FIELD  CLUB. 

In  191 1  the  Harlan  Field  Club,  at  Harlan,  was  incorporated,  with  a 
capital  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  purpose  of  the  club  is  to  provide 
and  maintain  for  the  use  of  its  members  a  club  house,  golf  links  and  tennis 
courts,  and  in  general  opportunities  for  healthful  recreation  and  social  in- 
tercourse, especially  during  the  spring,  summer  and  fall.  The  club  has 
erected  a  splendid,  well-appointed  club  house,  has  locker  rooms  and  shower 
baths,  is  equipped  with  city  water  and  electric  lights  and  owns  forty-one 
acres  of  superb  blue  grass  land.  Fxperts  from  the  cities,  such  as  Omaha 
and  Chicago,  have  pronounced  its  nine-hole  golf  course  and  blue  grass  turf 
one  of  the  best  in  the  West  with  a  little  further  development  of  its  putting 
greens. 

A  special  campaign  has  recently  resulted  in  the  sale  of  enough  corporate 
stock  to  lift  a  balance  of  indebtedness  resting  on  the  club  house.  The  first 
board  of  directors  was  L.  F,  Potter.  O.  P.  Wyland.  B.  B.  McPheeters.  \Y.  E. 
Cooper  and  F.  S.  W  hite.  1^.  F.  Potter  was  the  first  president  and  P>.  B. 
McPheeters  the  first  secretary.  The  present  board  of  directors  is  A.  C. 
Clapp,  C.  D.  Booth.  L.  F.  Potter.  ().  P.  Wyland  and  F.  S.  White.  The 
present  meml>ership  of  the  club  is  aI>out  seventy-five,  with  prospects  of  many 
Others  being  added,  since  this  club  has  attractive  plans  for  the  coming  vear 
and  since  it  affords  virtually  the  only  opportunity  the  city  people  have  for 
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outdoor  physical  development  and  recreation  and  is  their  only  outdoor  social 
center. 

CLARENCE  WHISLER. 

Two  of  the  most  famous  wrestlers  of  the  world  at  one  time  lived  in 
Shelby  county.  During  the  late  seventies  the  first  of  these  two  champions, 
Clarence  Whisler,  lived  at  Shelby  and  worked  in  that  vicinity,  part  of  the 
time  in  a  meat  market.  He  especially  excelled  in  the  style  of  wrestling 
known  as  the  Graeco-Roman  and  before  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Mel- 
bourne, Australia,  was  regarded  as  a  world's  champion  at  that  style  of 
wrestling.  A  Shelby  county  paper  of  January  12,  1881,  contains  this  ex- 
cerpt from  a  New  York  City  paper  having  reference  to  Mr.  Whisler: 

"The  second  Graeco-Roman  wrestling  match  between  Edwin  Bibby  and 
Clarence  Whisler,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  side,  took  place  at  the 
American  Institute  building,  Third  avenue,  this  city,  on  the  evening  of 
December  21,  1880,  and  attracted  quite  a  large  assemblage.  The  contest 
was  one  of  science  against  strength,  and  the  result  was  no  more  satisfactory 
than  had  been  the  previous  meeting  between  the  same  parties.  Bibby  clearly 
demonstrated  his  superiority  as  a  scientific  wrestler  (a  fact  which  no  one 
previously  questioned),  but  he  found  a  man  opposed  to  him  whose  quite 
exceptional  muscular  power  defied  his  skill  and  lesser  strength.  The  men 
struggled  for  nearly  five  hours  without  securing  a  fall,  Whisler  being  unable, 
from  lack  of  knowledge,  to  follow  up  an  advantage  which  he  once  or  twice 
obtained,  and  then  they  mutually  agreed  to  call  it  a  draw.  The  articles  ex- 
pressly stated  that  such  a  termination  should  not  be  allowed,  but  it  was  ap- 
parent to  all  that  the  only  way  in  which  either  contestant  could  win  would  be 
by  tiring  the  otHer  out,  and  as  to  accomplish  that  result  additional  hours  of 
monotonous  struggling  would  plainly  be  required,  the  spectators  were  not 
displeased  because  of  the  mutual  agreement  to  call  it  'quits.'  These  men 
should  never  come  together  again  in  a  wrestling  match  under  the  same 
rules,  where  strength  is  capable  of  successfully  placing  at  defiance  the  finest 
skill,  and  consequently  prevents  the  really  better  man  from  gaining  the 
reward  which  his  exertions  and  attainments  should  secure  for  him  James 
Pilkington  was  judge  for  Whisler,  Chris.  Hoefler  for  Bibby,  and  William 
Child  was  the  referee. 

"Clarence  Whisler  is  a  Shelby  county  boy.  and  until  recently  worked 
in  a  meat  market  at  Shelby.  At  present  not  a  man  in  America  has  been 
able  to  throw  him  to  the  ground,  Graeco-Roman  style  of  wrestling." 
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FARMER  BURNS. 

Perhaps  but  few  people  of  Shelby  county  know  that  the  celebrated 
Fanner  Burns  once  resided  in  Shelby  county,  where  he  wrestled,  taught 
wrestling  and  excelled  at  "stick-pulling."  His  secretary,  J.  W.  Elwood,  of 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  writes  me  that  Mr.  Burns  says  he  resided  in  Shelby 
county  about  one  year,  probably  in  the  year  1888,  at  which  time  he  worked 
on  the  celebrated  one  thousand-acre  ranch  of  Major  F.  A.  Collins  in  Shelbv 
township  and  that  he  wrestled  at  Harlan  and  at  various  other  towns  in  the 
county,  in  addition  to  teaching  wrestling  as  above  stated.  Since  his  residence 
in  Shelby  county,  as  is  well  known,  Mr.  Burns  became  the  world's  champion 
middle-weight  wrestler,  and  also  the  world  s  champion  heavy-weight.  He 
has  been  the  best  known  wrestler  of  his  time  with  the  exception  of  Frank 
Gotch,  whom  he  found  on  an  .Iowa  farm  and  developed  until  Gotch  in  turn 
became  a  world's  champion. 

Among  the  early  boys  of  pioneer  days  in  Shelby  county  especially  fond 
of  wrestling,  who  participated  in  many  a  match,  were  Jacob  Tague.  of 
Harlan,  and  M.  H.  Poling,  both  formerly  of  Bowman's  Grove,  now  of  Har- 
lan. J.  D.  Maxwell,  of  Douglas  township,  and  others. 

So  interesting  was  this  sport  that  it  is  said  that  at  the  first  Fourth  of 
July  celebration  held  at  Bowman's  Grove,  participated  in  not  only  by  the 
residents  of  that  Grove  but  by  residents  of  other  groves,  including  Galland's 
Grove,  the  chief  event  was  a  wrestling  match  between  the  champion  of  Gal- 
land's Grove,  and  Daniel  Bowman,  of  Bowman's  Grove,  which  tradition 
records  was  won  by  Bowman.  In  the  early  days  there  were  two  favorite 
methods  of  wrestling,  "side-holts"  (holds')  and  "catch-as-catch-can."  The 
pioneer  wrestlers  were  very  strong  and  agile  in  their  wrestling,  although 
they  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  complicated  varieties  of  tricks  and  holds 
that  now  characterize  the  sport. 

I'.  j.  FROM. 

A  Shelby  county  wrestler  who  has  achieved  much  more  than  local  fame 
is  P.  J.  From,  better  known  as  "Pete"  From.  He  was  born  in  West- 
phalia township,  Shelbv  county.  February  1,  1891.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Catherine  From.  He  wrestled  more  or  less  with  his  brother  and  with 
the  boys  in  the  neighborhood,  but  it  was  not  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  that  he  had  his  first  real  match,  which  was  at  Panama,  where,  dressed 
in  overalls,  he  wrestled  Tom  Mc Andrews,  winning  his  match.    Shortly  after- 
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wards  he  wrestled  an  opponent  from  Minden,  Iowa,  at  the  hall  in  Earling. 
which  match  he  also  won.  His  first  hard  contest  was  with  a  man  named  Wes 
Cobb  at  Fremont,  Nebraska.  Cobb  was  a  professional,  twenty-three  years 
old.  After  three  hours  and  fifty-frve  minutes  of  struggle,  the  match  was 
stopped  at  twelve  o'clock  and  declared  a  tie.  Eight  months  later  he  returned 
and  again  wrestled  Cobb,  getting  two  falls  from  him  in  one  hour  and  forty 
minutes.  At  this  time  From  weighed  but  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds 
and  had  never  had  any  professional  training.  All  that  he  knew' about  wrest- 
ling he  had  learned  from  experience  and  in  attempts  to  break  the  holds  of 
men  with  whom  he  had  wrestled. 

Following  the  match  with  Cobb  at  Fremont,  Mr.  From  left  home  that 
winter  and  traveled  under  an  assumed  name.  He  contested  on  this  journey 
about  thirty  matches,  occurring  in  many  different  parts  of  Nebraska,  North 
Dakota  and  South  Dakota.  He  has  wrestled  in  different  parts  of  Iowa, 
Illinois,  Kentucky,  Minnesota  and  Ohio.  The  first  and  only  defeat  that  he 
has  ever  met  was  at  the  hands  of  a  very  strong  and  clever  wrestler  of  Spen- 
cer, Iowa,  Jud  Thompson  by  name,  who,  for  some  time,  was  deputy  sheriff 
there.  The  first  time  that  From  wrestled  with  Thompson,  From  had  a 
sore  arm.  and  besides  Thompson  was  two  years  older  at  a  time  when  From 
was  scarcely  mature.  Afterwards  From  defeated  Thompson.  The  last 
match  that  From  had  was  in  the  coal  mining  district  at  Hiteman,  near 
Albia,  where  he  wrestled  a  miner,  Jack  Rozier  by  name,  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  slightly  heavier  than  himself.  After  wrestling  for  three  hours  and 
twenty-two  minutes,  and  until  midnight,  the  match  was  declared  a  draw. 

Among  the  skillful  men  that  Mr.  From  has  wrestled  are  Jud  Thomp- 
son, of  Spencer,  Iowa;  Ben  Reeves,  of  Guthrie  Center,  Iowa;  Con  Albright, 
of  Rochester,  New  York;  Tom  Gately,  of  Stormsburg,  Nebraska;  Lew 
Miller,  of  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota;  George  Poppas  (a  Greek),  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio  ;  C.  Caddock,  of  Covington,  Kentucky,  and  Barratt,  of  Wisconsin. 
Altogether.  Mr.  From  has  had  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  matches. 
Of  all  the  men  with  whom  he  has  contested,  he  considered  Gateley  and  Cobb 
the  best  men  of  his  early  matches,  and  Jud  Thompson,  of  Spencer,  the 
cleverest  man  with  whom  he  has  contested. 

The  only  professional  training  that  Mr.  From  has  ever  had  aside 
from  what  he  learned  from  his  experience  in  actual  contests  with  profes- 
sionals, was  two  weeks'  training  in  1913,  under  Farmer  Burns,  of  Omaha. 
Mr.  Burns  complimented  him  for  his  easy-going  methods  of  wrestling,  which 
are  quite  different  from  the  stiff  and  hard  efforts  of  many  wrestlers,  and  he 
also  complimented  him  on  his  fine  endurance. 
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By  the  way,  the  longest  wrestling  match  in  which  Mr.  From  ever 
participated  was  that  with  Gateley,  which  took  five  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  From's  brother  Mike,  weighing  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
also  wrestled  a  great  deal  for  a  few  years,  and  defeated  everything  that  he 
met  in  his  class  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 

F.  J.  From  farms  during  most  of  the  year,  but  pursues  wrestling,  at 
which  he  makes  considerable  money,  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  each 
year.  He  is  very  popular  in  Shelby  county  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
very  best  athletes  born  and  raised  in  the  county. 

THE  W.   L.   BAIGHN    HOSE  TEAM. 

One  of  the  first  organizations  to  bring  the  name  of  Harlan  and  Shelby 
county  brilliantly  before  the  people  of  Iowa  and  the  West  was  the  famous 
Baughn  Hose  Team,  named  in  honor  of  W.  L.  Baughn,  then  mayor  of  Har- 
lan. In  a  competition  that  was  lowa-wide  and  of  the  fiercest  character,  this 
stalwart  organization  maintained  a  prestige  that  finally  won  the  state  cham- 
pionship silver  belt  offered  for  the  best  hose  racing,  by  the  State  Firemen's 
Association  of  Iowa.  Much  credit  for  the  splendid  achievements  of  the  team 
was  due,  not  only  to  Mr.  Baughn.  who  was  thoroughly  loyal  to  it,  but  also 
to  W.  C.  Campbell,  present  editor  of  the  Harlan  Tribune,  himself  a  veteran 
fireman  and  a  member  of  Harlan's  early  home  teams,  who  was  manager  of 
the  team  throughout  its  history  and  watched  earnestly  and  with  confidence  its 
development  on  the  pathway  to  victory. 

As  a  preliminary  matter,  it  will  no  doubt,  be  of  interest  to  recall  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  first  team  to  carry  the  colors  of  Harlan  into  a 
contest.  The  first  running  team  of  the  fire  department,  which  in  September, 
1881,  left  for  Avoca  to  enter  a  contest,  consisted  of  the  following  men,  only 
one  of  whom  now  resides  in  Harlan,  YY.  C.  Campbell,  editor  of  the  Harlan 
Tribune:  S.  C.  Feet,  leader:  J.  Fisher.  F.  Buttcrfield,  T.  Miles,  C.  Mentzer, 
Al  Reynolds,  H.  W.  Byers,  S.  K.  Pratt,  J.  Burcham,  D.  Halladay,  T.  E. 
Palmer,  Frank  Sibball.  George  Bumphrey.  John  Burshaw,  Henry  Dust ; 
plugmen,  L.  Miller,  YY.  Bridgman:  couplers,  C.  R.  Pratt,  W.  C.  Campbell. 

The  Omaha  Bee,  contained  this  sketch  of  the  Baughn  Hose  Team  in 

1893: 

"The  first  state  firemen's  tournament  in  which  a  Harlan  team  participated 
was  that  held  at  Council  Bluffs  in  1889.  The  team  of  that  year  was  or- 
ganized and  trained  by  J.  A.  Campbell,  who  at  that  time  was  at  work  in  the 
office  of  the  Harlan  Tribune.   'Joe'  took  his  raw  recruits  down  and  succeeded 
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in  winning  fifth  place  in  the  state  hose  race.  The  boys  brought  back  fifty 
dollars  in  cash  and  incidentally  something  better — a  determination  to  continue 
in  the  field  'if  it  took  all  summer.'  Their  perseverance  told  in  the  succeeding 
annual  tournaments,  and  since  the  day  of  their  Council  Bluffs  initiatory  con- 
test few,  if  any,  teams  in  the  state  have  carried  home  more  reward  of  merit 
shekels  than  the  Harlan  lads.  Today  the  record  of  three  straight  sweep- 
stakes in  the  last  three  Iowa  state  tournaments  and  the  best  time  made  at 
each  of  those  contests  are  things  standing  to  the  credit  of  these  same  'boys 
they  call  the  fellows.' 

"In  1891  the  team  assumed  the  name  'W.  L.  Baughns,'  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Baughn,  who  was  then  mayor  of  the  city.  Baughn  has  steadily  stood  by  his 
fleet  proteges,  and  a  year  or  two  ago  presented  each  runner  with  an  elegant 
gold  medal,  upon  which  was  engraved  the  time  of  one  of  their  best  per- 
formances. Considering  the  fact  that  every  man  in  the  team  is  strictly  an 
amateur  runner  and  that  it  has  never  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  thorough  phy- 
sical training  under  an  expert  who  understood  his  business,  the  running  of 
the  team  has  been  remarkably  good.  In  fact,  for  several  years  past  the 
straightaway  three  hundred  yards  has  been  looked  upon  as  being  a  thing  that 
it  would  be  safe  to  wager  idle  capital  that  Harlan  would  get.  Time  and 
again  the  Baughns  have  covered  the  three  hundred-yard  stretch  in  thirty- 
six  seconds  flat.  Good  timers  have  caught  them  in  even  less  than  that. 
And  thirty-six  seconds  is  at  least  two  seconds  better  than  any  other  Iowa 
team  is  in  the  habit  of  doing. 

"The  couplers'  work  has  kept  pace  with  the  running  of  the  boys,  and  in 
1892,  at  Atlantic,  Booth  and  True,  of  the  Baughns,  became  champions  of  the 
state.  At  the  recent  state  tournament,  held  at  Iowa  City,  where,  by  the  way, 
the  boys  were  most  shamefully  treated  by  the  Sawyer  team  of  that  place, 
Booth  and  True  again  distinguished  themselves  by  making  three  couplings 
in  2,  2.2  and  2.2,  respectively,  an  average  of  2.13,  the  previous  state  record 
being  2.4  (an  average  of  three  straight  c<  uplings).  The  team's  best  for  three 
hundred  yards  and  coupling  is  40.4  seconds,  a  record  made  at  Sioux  City  last 
year  in  two  races.  The  members  of  this  year's  team  are:  Gus  Moore, 
leader;  Dave  Booth  and  George  True,  couplers;  Arley  Parker,  Tom  Newby, 
Pearl  Downs,  Ike  Stanley.  Fred  Boyd,  Fritz  Heise,  Fd.  Parker,  Hugh  Wy- 
land,  Harry  Swain,  Frank  Hille.  Morris  Moore,  Day  Ledwich,  Clark  Beems 
and  Will  Smith." 

The  Shelby  County  Republican  of  1892  describes  the  victories  of  the 
Harlan  hose  team  at  the  state  meet  of  that  year:    "The  first  straightawav 
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race  of  three  hundred  yards  with  cart  and  reel  full  of  hose,  was  won  by 
Harlan;  time,  thirty-six  and  one-half  seconds;  purse,  fifty  dollars.  In  the 
forty-four  hose  race,  involving  a  run  of  three  hundred  yards,  unreeling  one 
hundred  yards  of  hose  at  the  end  of  the  run,  breaking  same  and  coupling  on  a 
nozzle  at  the  close,  Harlan  tied  with  Council  Bluffs  in  forty-six  and  two- 
fifths  seconds.  First  and  second  money  was  divided  between  the  two, 
seventy-five  dollars  each.  In  the  forty-first  class,  the  same  kind  of  race, 
Eldora  took  first  money  and  Harlan,  second;  time,  forty-six  and  four-fifths 
seconds;  purse,  fifty  dollars. 

"In  the  coupling  contest,  George  True  and  David  Booth  made  three 
tests.  Their  average  was  two  and  eighty-one  hundredth  seconds,  their  next 
competitors  was  two  and  ninety-three  one  hundredth  seconds.  Their  prin- 
cipal competitor  was  a  man  named  Wood,  of  Eldora. 

"In  the  sweepstakes  race,  the  team  won  its  chief  glory  and  made  the  best 
time  of  the  tournament.  Council  Bluffs  led  in  forty-five  and  three-fifths  sec- 
onds, Eldora  followed  in  forty-seven  and  a  fraction  seconds,  and  Harlan 
finished  the  contest  in  a  fine  run  and  splendid  coupling;  time  forty-five  and 
one-fifth  seconds;  purse,  one  hundred  dollars.  The  total  amount  of  money 
won  by  Harlan  was  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

"Harlan  is  proud  of  its  hose  team.  It  is  composed  of  a  lot  of  splendid 
young  men.  They  were  prime  favorites  at  the  tournament,  winning  praise 
not  only  for  their  splendid  performances,  but  for  their  gentlemanly  behavior. 
The  town  will  never  suffer  in  reputation  so  long  as  it  is  represented  abroad 
by  such  a  company.  At  least  a  hundred  of  our  citizens  attended  the  tourna- 
ment, many  of  them  remaining  the  entire  three  days." 

The  fine  belt  won  by  the  team  consists  of  nine  links  of  silver,  about  one 
yard  in  length.  On  the  middle  link  there  is  the  representation  of  an  eagle 
with  arrows  in  its  talons.  At  the  top  of  the  middle  link  is  the  inscription 
"Iowa  Firemen's  Ass'n  State  Championship  Belt.  Hose  Racing."  At  the 
bottom  of  the  link  are  Hags  crossed  together  with  the  traditional  helmets  of 
the  fireman. 

The  remaining  inscriptions  are  as  follows,  including  the  names  of  the 
respective  teams  that  over  a  period  of  years  won  and  defended  the  cup: 

Left  to  Right— Section  1.  Bnughn  Hose  Team  :  P.  A.  Lambert,  Harry 
McComas,  Jas.  Harford,  Jas.  Long,  Chas.  Downs.  E.  A.  Moore,  G.  Bendon. 
VV.  T.  Smith,  F.  N.  Hille,  Jas.  Kelly.  R.  I,  Kent,  John  Quigg.  Bert  Reams. 
Ray  Morton.  Will  Cox.  D.  J.  Booth.  Art  Bowlin.  Ed  McQuillen,  Will 
Hathaway. 
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Section  2.  Baughn  Hose  Team :  P.  A.  Lambert,  Jas.  Kelly,  Jas.  Long, 
G.  Bendon,  Will  Nelson,  H.  O.  Wyland,  John  Quigg,  Jas.  Tallman,  Chas. 
Downs,  B.  Downs,  Will  Cox,  Ed.  McQuillen,  Jas.  Harford,  Will  Hathaway, 
O.  Bendon.  W.  T.  Smith.  F.  N.  Hille,  F.  Pixley,  Ed  S  White,  D.  J.  Booth. 

Section  3.  W.  L.  Banghn  Hose  Team,  Harlan,  Iowa,  International 
Champions,  300  yards,  thirty-nine  and  three-quarter  sections,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa,  1896.    W.  C.  Campbell,  Manager. 

Section  4.  W.  L.  Baughn  Running  Team,  1896:  E.  A.  Moore,  G.  Ben- 
don, D.  P.  Downs,  Will  Hathaway,  Wm.  Cox,  O.  Bendon,  B.  Downs.  W.  T. 
Smith,  H.  O.  Wyland,  I.  Stanley,  H.  B.  Gish,  John  Quigg,  Ed  MtQuillen, 
F.  Heise,  M.  Moore.  Coupler,  F.  N.  Hille;  pipeman,  D.  J.  Booth;  trainer, 
James  Kelly. 

Section  5.  June  20,  1895,  Vinton,  Iowa.  E.  W.  Clark  Hose  Team  ot 
Grinnell.  Iowa.    Time,  forty  seconds. 

Section  6.  S.  J.  Pooley,  G.  F.  Vanderveer,  G.  D.  Peirce,  L.  R  West- 
brook,  A.  C.  Dickerson,  W.  S.  Needham,  C.  O.  Arms,  J.  T.  Hastings,  V.  C. 
Preston,  E.  W.  Atherton,  W.  S.  Peirce,  L.  Thompson,  C.  E.  Harris,  T.  L. 
Newton,  S.  R.  Davis,  R.  M.  Haines,  Jr.  Couplers,  J.  E.  Carlstedt,  T.  E. 
Riley ;  substitutes,  E.  W.  Bartlett,  G.  W.  Roth.  W.  W.  Berry,  captain  and 
trainer. 

Section  7.  Baughn  Hose  Team,  Harlan,  Iowa,  three  hundred  yards, 
forty  seconds.  Iowa  City,  1897.    W.  C.  Campbell,  Manager. 

Section  8.  Baughn  Hose  Team,  Harlan,  Iowa,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards,  32  seconds,  Muscatine,  1898.   W.  C.  Campbell,  Manager. 

LATER  HARLAN  HOSE  TEAMS. 

191 1 —  Fred  Winslow,  Glen  Miller,  Glen  Howard,  D.  T.  Mellott,  Har- 
low Tague,  Carl  Tague,  Frank  McFarland,  Elmer  Nelson,  Clyde  Mason. 
Harry  Norgaard,  George  Palmer,  Vince  Sunderland,  Rob  Anson.  Hal  Camp- 
bell, Rob  Campbell,  Paul  Taylor,  Everett  Fiscus,  Charles  Rice,  Mike  Fromm, 
Roy  Parker ;  John  Burcham,  Leslie  Taylor,  couplers ;  W.  T.  Smith,  manager. 

19 12 —  James  Long,  Mike  Fromm,  Peter  Fromm,  Earl  McCamley,  Al- 
fred Howarth,  Leonard  Kerr,  Carroll  Steele,  George  Seiter,  Alex  Von  Tersch, 
Guy  Wurtsbaugh,  Park  Hook,  Will  O'Neal,  Elmer  Nelson,  Clyde  Mason,  Roy 
Parker.  Ras  Anderson ;  John  Burcham,  Leslie  Taylor,  couplers ;  Hal  Camp- 
bell, manager. 

191 3 —  Noel  Mountjoy,  Ira  O.  Brown,  Earl  McCamley.  Mike  Fromm. 
Peter  Fromm,  Homer  Roland,  V.  H.  Byers,  Leonard  Kerr,  Alfred  Howarth, 
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Winfred  Watters,  Glen  Miller,  Roy  Packard,  John  Wyland,  Emerson  Cooper. 
Ernest  Boysen,  Guy  Downs,  Eugene  Parker,  Frank  Wirth,  Charles  Rice, 
Grover  Philson;  John  Burcham,  Leslie  Taylor,  couplers;  W.  T.  Smith, 
manager. 

!<>I4 — Homer  Roland,  Leo  Dick,  John  Whitney,  Eari  McCamley,  Au- 
drey W  ilson,  James  Taylor,  Chris  Hess,  Lawrence  Kuhl,  Leonard  Hoisington. 
Glen  Hoisington,  Cecil  Hoisington,  Frank  Wirth,  Alfred  von  Tersch,  Carlton 
Beh,  Ernest  Boysen,  Ralph  Goddard,  Hallie  Bartrug,  Dale  Shipp;  John 
Burcham.  Leslie  Taylor,  Jack  Burcham,  Earl  Hoisington,  couplers;  W.  T. 
Smith,  manager. 

This  more  recent  team  has  been  giving  a  good  account  of  itself,  and  has 
served  to  keep  Harlan  and  Shelby  county  on  the  map  as  a  locality  in  which 
winning  athletes  grow.  At  Harlan,  on  June  19,  1913,  the  Harlan  team  took 
the  association  race,  which  included  a  run  with  the  hose  cart  of  two  hundred 
yards,  the  laving  of  one  hundred  yards  of  hose,  and  the  making  of  a  coupling ; 
time,  twenty-five  and  two-fifth  seconds.  This  is  the  best  record  of  the  asso- 
ciation to  date. 

At  present  Harlan  has  won  the  cup  twice  in  succession,  and  if  won  next 
year  by  her  boys  will  keep  it.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Manning  and  Har- 
lan teams  tied  in  1914,  the  cup  is  held  jointly  by  the  two  teams  this  year. 
Should  Manning  win  next  year,  she  must,  in  order  to  retain  the  cup,  win  it 
again  in  1916. 

CORN  HUSKING. 

Beginning  in  the  seventies  and  continuing  at  intervals  almost  to  date, 
men  of  good  endurance  have  taken  great  personal  pride  in  their  ability  to  husk 
a  large  amount  of  corn  in  a  fixed  time.  By  the  way,  the  kind  of  husking  done 
in  the  early  days  is  quite  different  from  what  is  called  husking  today.  When 
the  contests  of  years  ago  were  held,  men  were  expected  to  husk  the  corn  free 
of  all  husks  and  to  some  extent  the  silk  even  was  removed  from  the  ears  of 
corn. 

The  first  husking  contest  in  the  county,  of  which  I  have  found  record, 
occurred  in  the  fall  of  1878  when  two  men  named  Tom  Bass  and  Charlie 
Nichols  on  a  wager  husked  corn  from  daylight  to  sunset.  Bass  husked  and 
cribbed  ninety-nine  and  one-half  bushels  and  Nichols  eighty-seven  and  three- 
fourths  bushels.  The  Shelby  Navs  of  December.  1878,  is  authority  for  the 
information  that  John  Rink,  of  Shelby  township,  husked  one  hundred  and 
thirty  bushels  of  corn  in  nine  and  one-half  hours,  and  that  James  Tracy,  Jr.. 
husked  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  bushels  in  nine  and  three-fourths  hours. 
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In  November,  1889,  in  a  match  between  Otis  Westrope,  of  Center  town- 
ship, and  R.  W.  McConnell,  of  Harlan,  on  the  farm  of  T.  R.  Westrope,  in 
Center  township,  McConnell  won.  Both  men  started  in  promptly  at  6:45 
a.  m.  In  an  hour  Westrope  came  in  from  the  field  and,  owing  to  sickness,  was 
compelled  to  quit  husking.  McConnell  was  called  and  awarded  the  match.  In 
the  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  during  which  McConnell  worked,  he  husked  by 
weight  the  remarkable  amount  of  twenty-four  bushels  and  thirty  pounds. 
Westrope's  husking  was  only  slightly  behind.  McConnell  won  many  matches 
in  several  states.  A  number  of  years  previously  Clarence  Whisler.  of  Shelby 
township,  celebrated  as  a  wrestler,  and  a  man  named  Brown  had  a  similar 
contest  in  Shelby  township,  and  it  is  said  that  Whisler  husked  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  bushels  as  one  day's  work.  If  the  two  men,  Westrope  and 
McConnell,  each  had  worked  the  eleven  and  half  hours  agreed  upon,  more 
than  three  hundred  bushels  of  corn  would  have  been  put  in  the  crib  by  them. 

On  December  5,  1892,  Fred  Howlett  and  Frank  Hayward,  of  Fairview 
township,  contested  a  husking  match  on  R.  P.  Foss'  farm.  They  started  in 
to  husk  ten  hours,  for  twenty-five  dollars  a  side,  but  after  seven  hours  and 
eighteen  minutes  they  concluded  they  had  had  enough.  Howlett  husked  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  bushels  and  thirty  pounds,  and  Hayward  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  bushels  and  fifty  pounds.  A  big  crowd  witnessed  the  perform- 
ance. One  of  the  famous  corn  huskers  of  Shelby  township  was  George 
Slaughter.  In  1892,  when  engaged  in  husking  corn  for  J.  C.  Mansfield,  in 
that  township,  he  husked  and  cribbed  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  bushels  in 
six  days,  without  any  matched  competition. 
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FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  HARLAN  AND  SHELBY  COUNTY. 

[The  following  article  was  contributed  upon  request  by  Hon.  William 
F.  Cleveland,  of  Harlan,  to  whom  many  high  Masonic  honors  have  come. 
In  1906  he  was  chosen  grand  master  of  Masons  in  Iowa;  in  1898,  grand  high 
priest  of  the  grand  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa;  in  1901,  grand 
master  of  the  grand  council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Iowa;  in  1892, 
grand  commander  of  the  grand  commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Iowa. 
In  191 4  he  was  selected  grand  secretary  of  the  grand  chapter  and  grand  re- 
corder of  the  grand  council  of  Iowa,  which  positions  he  now  holds.  He 
was  selected  by  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  as  historian,  and  after  two  years 
of  research  has  completed  and  has  had  published  a  History  of  Freemasonry 
in  Iowa,  in  three  volumes.] 

The  spirit  of  fraternity  has  existed  in  the  mind  of  man  in  all  ages, 
and  among  all  people  the  desire  to  associate  in  closer  bonds  of  friendship 
among  his  fellow  man  has  existed  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  time;  the  divine 
attribute  of  charity,  that  awakens  the  better  impulses  of  man's  nature,  has 
alone  influenced  man  to  aid  and  assist  his  brother. 

This  spirit  or  desire  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  secret  societies 
which  by  their  acts  have  done  much  good  in  elevating  the  standards  of 
morality,  inculcating  the  practice  of  the  virtues  and  ever  opposing  vice  in 
every  form.  Among  those  societies  that  have  been  most  active  in  this  great 
work  none  stands  higher  in  the  opinion  of  the  observing  world  than  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Fraternity  of  Freemasonry.  If  age  is  considered,  it 
stands  alone  among  the  secret  societies  of  the  world,  for  its  origin  can  be 
traced  back  through  the  dim  and  misty  ages  of  the  past  beyond  the  time  of 
recorded  history. 

In  this  country  it  has  ever  followed  closely  upon  the  footsteps  of  civil- 
ization. Some  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  who  landed  at  Plymouth,  as  well  as 
the  Cavaliers  who  settled  at  Jamestown,  were  honored  members  of  the 
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Masonic  fraternity.  As  the  nation  has  grown  in  strength  and  power  so  has 
Freemasonry  steadily  increased  in  membership  and  influence. 

Many  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  state  of  Iowa  were  members  of  the 
Masonic  society,  who  organized  Masonic  lodges  soon  after  their  coming  here, 
or  joined  the  lodges  that  they  found  already  organized  by  those  who  had  pre- 
ceded them.  As  the  state  of  Iowa  passed  from  the  formative  period  of  a 
territory  into  the  full  powers  and  prerogatives  of  statehood,  Masonry  had  so 
grown  in  numerical  strength  that  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  was  duly  constituted  as  the  official  head  of  the  order,  and 
has  ever  since  enjoyed  exclusive  and  undisputed  jurisdiction  over  the  entire 
state.  It  has  kept  step  with  the  state  in  its  unimpeded  march  from  a  terri- 
tory to  the  proud  position  it  occupies  among  the  other  states  of  this  great 
nation  and  today  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  with  more  than  five  hundred  active 
lodges,  embraces  a  membership  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  of  the  best  men 
that  Iowa  can  produce,  coming  from  all  vocations  and  professions  of  life. 

In  the  early  days,  when  the  tide  of  emigration  commenced  its  westward 
march  from  the  Eastern  states,  crossing  the  Mississippi  and  over  the  rolling 
prairies  of  Iowa,  it  found  what  is  now  known  as  Shelby  county  a  spot  of  rare 
beauty,  yet  untouched  by  the  hand  of  man,  its  virgin  soil  ready  to  yield  forth 
its  increase  at  the  hand  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  It  was  organized  as  a  county 
in  1 85 1.  The  first  Masonic  lodge  to  be  recognized  in  western  Iowa  was  in 
Council  Bluffs  where  those  early  settlers  who  were  Masons  were  compelled 
to  go  to  attend  the  lodge  meetings.  Another  lodge  was  soon  organized  at 
Sioux  City.  Then  another  lodge  was  located  at  Magnolia,  Harrison  county, 
and  another  at  Dunlap  in  the  same  county,  but  when  Mt.  Nebo  lodge  was 
organized  at  Avoca.  the  brethren  living  at  Harlan  and  vicinity  were  quite 
regular  in  their  attendance  at  either  the  lodge  at  Dunlap  or  Avoca,  depending 
upon  what  part  of  the  county  they  resided.  They  would  arrange  to  attend 
lodge,  going  in  groups,  almost  always  on  horseback,  returning  home  some- 
times at  a  rather  late,  or  early  hour.  As  the  county  continued  to  settle  up, 
the  desire  for  l>etter  lodge  facilities  soon  ••ecame  apparent. 

It  was  quite  an  event  when  Parian  Lodge  No.  321  was  organized  at 
Harlan  on  November  30,  1872.  The  charter  members  are  names  quite 
familiar  to  the  older  citizens  of  the  present:  they  were  H.  S.  Burke,  William 
Wyland,  Thomas  W.  Chatburn.  James  Lambert,  F.  A.  Bayer,  David  Carter, 
William  H.  Griffith.  Piatt  W  icks  and  Samuel  Slates,  all  of  whom  have  gone 
to  their  long  rest,  except  Thomas  W.  Chatburn,  who  resides  at  Independence, 
Missouri,  and  David  Carter,  who  removed  to  Arkansas  a  few  years  ago. 

Several  lodges  have  since  been  organized  within  the  county,  viz.,  Silentia 
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Lodge,  at  Shelby,  Guardian  Lodge,  at  I>efiance,  and  Sardius,  at  Irwin,  thus 
affording  the  members  opportunity  to  attend  the  meetings  of  their  several 
lodges  without  encountering  the  inconveniences  incident  to  frontier  life  upon 
the  western  prairies. 

Harlan  has  from  almost  the  beginning  been  regarded  as  an  active 
Masonic  town.  Its  members  are  embued  with  intense  Masonic  spirit  and  are 
ever  ready  to  devote  a  considerable  portion  of  their  leisure  time  towards  the 
upbuilding  of  the  fraternity. 

Olivet  Chapter  No.  107.  Royal  Arch  Masons,  was  organized  at  Harlan 
in  1885.  This  is  a  Ixxty  closely  associated  with  the  lodge  and  carries  on  the 
work  and  continues  the  history  of  the  order  and  is  known  and  designated  as 
the  capitular  degrees.  It  receives  its  members  from  the  membership  of  the 
lodge,    Olivet  Chapter  has  grown  and  prospered  since  its  organization. 

Adelphi  Council  No.  4.  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  is  the  next  body  in 
what  is  known  as  the  American  system.  It  is  designated  as  the  cryptic  rite, 
is  the  summit  of  Ancient-craft  Masonry  and  completes  the  history  of  this 
branch  of  Masonry.  Its  meml>ership  is  made  up  from  the  chapter,  the  de- 
grees being  received  in  their  order,  lodge,  chapter  and  council. 

Mount  Zion  Commandery  No.  -}<>•  Knights  Templar,  is  a  Christian  order 
of  knighthood  that  in  this  country  follows  after  the  chapter.  To  receive 
these  orders  of  knighthood  the  petitioner  must  be  a  member  of  both  lodge  and 
chapter.  This  commandery  was  organized  at  Harlan  in  1886  and  enjoys  the 
honor  of  being  one  of  the  best  comnianderies  in  the  state. 

Lebanon  Chapter  No.  8.  order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  was  organized  at 
Harlan  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  It  has  a  large  membership  of 
the  Master  Masons,  their  wives,  daughters  and  sisters,  and  has  added  much 
to  the  social  life  of  the  community. 

Ever  since  the  organization  of  these  several  Masonic  bodies,  they  have 
exerted  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  lives  of  their  members;  they  have  con- 
tributed to  the  social  life  of  our  city,  broadening  the  views  of  their  members, 
making  them  more  tolerant  of  the  opinions  of  others,  ready  to  help  the  un- 
fortunate and  needy,  and  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  and  brotherly 
love.  These  are  some  of  the  objects  and  the  mission  of  Masonry.  It  will 
continue  to  grow-  and  perform  its  duties  to  mankind  so  long  as  man  is  in- 
fluenced by  his  baser  nature  and  does  not  accept  and  endeavor  to  live  up  to 
the  divine  comand,  "Love  thy  neighbor  as  thy  self." 

The  names  of  the  masters  of  Parian  Lodge  to  date  are:  John  Fritz, 
W.  J.  Davis.  J.  H.  Louis.  F.  A.  Raver.  P.  P>.  Hunt.  J,  W.  Chatburn,  J.  L 
Myerly,  D.  B.  Shellcr.  O.  P.  Wyland.  L.  C  Lewis.  \V.  C.  Campbell.  6.  F. 
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Graves,  Charles  D.  Booth,  J.  W.  Bailey,  W.  F.  Cleveland,  H.  E.  Swain,  W. 

E.  Cooper,  C.  F.  Swift,  O.  S.  Donahue,  W.  T.  Shepherd,  E.  Lockwood,  John 
Sandham,  Nathan  Booth.  Thomas  H.  Potter,  J.  H.  Frederickson,  L.  M. 
Kerr,  Gottlieb  Walter.  Hal  W.  Campbell,  Gaillard  K.  Swift  and  J.  H.  Deen. 
Deen. 

The  secretaries  in  order  have  .been  William  Wyland,  D.  M.  Wyland,  A. 

F.  Holcomb,  T.  E.  Palmer,  S.  A.  Burke,  J.  W.  Latta.  Wesley  Scutt,  O.  P. 
Wyland,  Cyrus  Beard,  L.  M.  Kerr,  W.  B.  Rowland,  H.  E.  Swain,  J.  W. 
Bailey  and  O.  F.  Graves. 


SARDIUS  LODGE  NO.  444,  MASONS,  AT  IRWIN. 


The  dispensation  authorizing  the  organization  of  Sardius  Lodge  No. 
444,  at  Irwin,  was  granted  by  George  V.  Van  Saun,  most  worshipful  grand 
master  of  Iowa,  January  15,  1883,  to  the  following  named  charter  members: 
Peter  J.  Brant,  G.  M.  Dunham,  J.  M.  Dunlap,  S.  F.  Denman,  W.  W.  Gibbs. 
J.  L.  Hall,  Peter  Mayer.  J.  C.  Piper.  Miles  Reynolds,  R.  B.  Thomas,  J.  C. 
Wood  and  Amos  Wright. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  February  15,  1883,  and  the  following  selected 
as  the  first  officers  of  the  lodge:  W.  W.  Gibbs,  worshipful  master;  J.  C. 
Piper,  senior  warden;  S.  F.  Denman,  junior  warden;  Miles  Reynolds,  treas- 
urer; G.  W.  Dunham,  secretary;  P.  J.  Brant,  senior  deacon;  J.  C.  Wood, 
junior  deacon;  J.  L.  Hall,  senior  steward;  Peter  Mayer,  junior  steward;  J.  M. 
Dunlap,  tyler. 

The  charter  was  granted  by  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa  on  June  5.  1884. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  lodge  the  following  members  have  held  the 
offices  of  worshipful  master  and  secretary. 

Year.  Masters.  Secretaries. 

1883  W.  W.  Gibbs  for  year  G.  W.  Dunham  for  vear 

j  884  W.  W.  Gibbs  W.  S.  Branson 

1885  P.  J.  Brant  W.  S.  Branson 

1886  P.  J.  Brant  W.  S.  Branson 

1887  W.  D.  Dunlap  O.  L  Russell 

1888  P.  J.  Brant  O.  L.  Russell 

1889  P.  J.  Brant  O.  L.  Russell 

1890  J.  C  Wood  B.  T.  lessen 

1891  J.  C.  Wood  Peter  Nelson 

1892  J.  C.  Wood  Peter  Nelson 

1893  J.  W.  Wurtsbaugh  R.  B.  Thomas 
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Year.  Masters.  Secretaries. 

1804  G.  E.  McMullen  R.  B.  Thomas 

1895   G.  E.  McMullen  R.  B.  Thomas 

1896  W.  A.  Lessenger  R.  B.  Thomas 

1897   W.  S.  Branson  R.  B.  Thomas 

1898   W.  S.  Branson  R.  B.  Thomas 

1899  G.  E.  McMullen  R.  B.  Thomas 

1900  G.  E.  McMullen  A.  G.  Christensen 

1901  G.  E.  McMullen  A.  G.  Christensen 

1902  J.  M.  Edwards  Peter  Nelson 

1903  J.  y.  Edwards  Peter  Nelson 

1904  J.  M.  Edwards  Peter  Nelson 

1905  J.  M.  Edwards  Peter  Nelson 

1906  J.  M.  Edwards  Peter  Nelson 

1907  G.  E.  McMullen  Peter  Nelson 

1908  G.  E.  McMullen  Peter  Nelson 

1909  G.  E.  McMullen  Peter  Nelson 

1910  G.  E.  McMullen  Peter  Nelson 

191 1   W.  \V.  Ames  Peter  Nelson 

1912   Peter  Nelson  G.  E.  McMullen 

1913   Peter  Nelson  G.  E.  McMullen 

1914  W.  J.  Kington  G.  E.  McMullen 

The  lodge  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition  with  forty-one  meml>ers  on 
its  roll.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  W.  J.  Kington,  worshipful 
master:  C.  M.  Mickelson.  senior  warden;  William  Fogartv,  junior  warden; 
M.  Mickelsou.  treasurer;  G.  E.  McMullen.  secretary:  J.  M.  Edwards,  senior 
deacon;  Alhert  Quick,  junior  deacon;  R.  W.  Nellis,  senior  steward:  Jacob 
Nelson,  junior  steward ;  Lloyd  Selby,  tyler. 


GUARDIAN  LODGE  NO.  44 1 .  OF  MASONS,  AT  DEFIANCE. 

The  charter  members  of  Guardian  I^ulge  No.  441.  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  at  Defiance,  were  W  esley  J.  W  illiams.  Howard  Miles.  C. 
A.  Topping.  E.  B.  Brain.  Charles  C.  Seybold.  C.  M.  Robbins,  Joseph  Yackev, 
J.  F.  Massey.  \V.  F.  Massey.  The  date  of  establishment  was  Septemljer  27. 
1882.  The  first  officers  were  Wesley  J.  Williams,  worshipful  master:  How- 
ard Miles,  senior  warden:  Charles  A.  Topping,  junior  warden;  W.  F.  Massey. 
treasurer;  C.  M.  Robins,  secretary;  E.  B.  Brain,  senior  deacon;  Joseph 
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Yackey.  junior  deacon;  C.  C.  Seybold,  senior  steward,  Frank  Massey,  tyler. 
The  succeeding  officers  were: 

Year.  Masters.  Secretaries. 

1882-1885  Wesley  J.  Williams  C.  M.  Robbins 

1885-1886  C.  M.  Robins  J.  M.  Roseberry 

 H.  C.  VanDuzen 

1887  W.  J.  Williams  H.  C.  VanDuzen 

1888  W.  J.  Williams  W.  B.  Cotton 

1889   _W.  J.  Williams  A.  S.  Riley 

1890  H.  B.  Sooy  A.  S.  Riley 

1 891  H.  B.  Sooy  A.  S.  Riley 

1892   H.  B.  Sooy  H.  V.  Yackey 

1893  H.  B.  Sooy  ,  E.  E.  Reams 

1894  H.  B.  Sooy  E.  E.  Reams 

1895  H.  V.  Yackey  E.  E.  Reams 

1896  H.  V.  Yackey    E.  E.  Reams 

1897  J-  B-  Reams  E.  E.  Reams 

1898  Frank  Longnecker  E.  E.  Reams 

1899  H.  B.  Sooy  E.  E.  Reams 

1900  H.  B.  Sooy  E.  E.  Reams 

1 90 1  H.  B.  Sooy  A.  L.  VanArsdol 

1902  R.  G.  Penniston  A.  L.  VanArsdol 

1903  A.  L.  VanArsdol  A.  C.  Bills 

1904  A.  L.  VanArsdol  A.  C.  Bills 

1905  R.  G.  Penniston  Warren  Reams 

1906  R.  G.  Penniston  T.  C.  Ford 

1907  George  Rewerts  T.  C.  Ford 

1908  George  Rewerts  T.  C.  Ford 

1909  George  Rewerts  T.  C.  Ford 

iq\o  T.  H.  Baer  T.  C.  Ford 

191 1  F.  M.  Blakeslee  T.  C.  Ford 

T912  T.  C.  Ford  A.  L.  VanArsdol 

1913  F.  M.  Blakeslee  A.  L.  VanArsdol 

T9T4  F.  M.  Blakeslee  A.  L.  VanArsdol 

The  present  officers  arc:  F.  M.  Blakeslee.  worshipful  master:  Robert 
Davis,  senior  warden:  A.  E.  Muller.  junior  warden:  A.  L.  VanArsdol.  secre- 
tary; George  Rewerts.  treasurer;  R.  G.  Penniston.  senior  deacon:  Joe  Eigler. 
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junior  deacon;  T.  C.  Cook,  senior  steward:  M.  M.  Campbell,  junior  steward; 
Allan  Maxwell,  tyler.    The  present  membership  is  about  fifty. 

RILENTIA  LODGE  NO.  39I,  AT  SHELBY. 

Dispensation  was  granted  for  the  organization  of  Silentia  Lodge  No. 
391.  at  Shelby.  Iowa,  and  seal  affixed  at  Iowa  City.  Iowa.  February  10,  1876, 
A.  L.  5876.  and  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state  of  Iowa. 
Henry  Rothert.  grand  master,  and  T.  S.  Parvin,  grand  secretary.  The  lodge 
was  established  at  Shelby.  Iowa.  March  6,  1870;  the  charter  members  were, 
together  with  the  offices  held  by  them:  S.  B.  Frum,  worshipful  master; 
A.  C  Snyder,  senior  warden:  Silas  Davis,  junior  warden:  J.  F.  Edwards, 
treasurer;  J.  H.  Shiviey.  secretary;  J.  N.  Frum,  senior  deacon;  G.  Tate, 
junior  deacon;  J.  D.  Frum,  tyler:  J.  Robertson,  senior  steward. 

Beginning  with  the  organization  of  the  lodge.  S.  B.  Frum  was  worship- 
ful master  during  the  years  of  1876  to  i88_\  inclusive.  J.  E.  Frum  was  wor- 
shipful master  in  1883:  H.  D.  Read  in  1884;  S.  B.  Frum  again  served  from 
1885  to  1890.  inclusive.  J.  E.  Frum  was  master  in  1891,  in  1892  Dr.  G.  A. 
Cassidy,  and  S.  B.  Frum  was  again  master  during  the  years  1893  to  1&95, 
inclusive.  During  the  years  1896  to  1900.  inclusive.  H.  D.  Read  was  wor- 
shipful master.  During  the  years  1901  to  1905.  inclusive.  George  H.  Rink 
served  as  master,  and  in  1906  H.  D.  Read  served  in  that  capacity.  During 
the  years  1907  to  1909,  inclusive.  Dr.  J.  M.  Jones  was  master,  and  from 
1010  to  date  this  position  has  been  filled  by  W.  F.  Frum. 

In  1876  J.  H.  Shively  was  secretary,  and  his  successors  in  order  have 
been  as  follows:  Tn  1877,  J.  D.  Caughran :  1878,  J.  W.  Harrod;  1879.  G. 
Martens,  who  likewise  filled  the  position  in  1880  and  t88i  ;  1882  and  1883, 
S.  P.  Silliman:  1884  and  1885.  W.  P.  Weaver:  1886  and  1887.  F.  M.  Kee- 
ney:  1888  to  1899.  inclusive.  George  H.  Rink:  1900  to  1902,  D.  K.  Chest- 
nut: 1903,  R.  D.  Prouty:  1904  to  1909.  inclusive.  S.  B.  Frum.  and  dur- 
ing the  years  1910  to  date  Dr.  J.  M.  Jones  has  been  secretary  of  the  lodge. 

LEBANON  CHAPTER  NO.  8.  ORDER  OF  THE  EASTERN  STAR,  HARLAN. 

Lebanon  Chapter  Xo.  8.  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  at  Harlan,  was 
instituted  March  30.  1887.  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  ICrcanbrock, 
of  Anamosa,  Iowa,  at  that  time  grand  matron  of  the  state  of  Iowa. 

The  first  officers  of  Lebanon  Chapter  were  as  follows:  Mrs.  H.  T- 
Garland,  worthy  matron:  D.  B.  Shelter,  worthy  patron;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Piatt. 
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assistant  matron;  Mrs.  O.  P.  Wyland,  conductress;  Mrs.  Wesley  Scutt.  asso- 
ciate conductress;  Mrs.  D.  M.  Wyland,  Adah;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Cobb,  Ruth;  Miss 
Mate  Wyland.  Esther:  Mrs.  G.  S.  Gibbs,  Adah;  Mrs.  Neil  Carmichael, 
Electa;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Campbell,  warder;  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bowlin,  treasurer;  Mrs. 

D.  B.  Sheller,  secretary ;  P.  B.  Hunt,  sentinel. 

The  worthy  matrons  of  the  lodge  from  its  establishment  to  date  and  the 
years  during  which  they  served,  are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Gara  M.  Garland, 
1887-88;  Mrs.  Martha  E.  Piatt,  1889;  Mrs.  Sophia  Scutt,  1890;  Mrs.  Clara 
Burke.  1891-92;  Mrs.  Sophia  Scutt,  1893-94:  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Allen,  1895-96; 
Mrs.  Rachel  J.  Wyland,  1897-98:  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Booth,  1899-1900;  Mrs. 
Nettie  E.  Cobb,  1901-1902;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hunt.  1 903-1904;  Mrs.  Marie 
Hammer,  1905;  Mrs.  Linnic  Griffith,  1906-1907;  Mrs.  Edith  Booth,  1908; 
Mrs.  Anna  Kerr,  1909;  Mrs.  Eily  H.  Wunder.  1910;  Miss  Edith  Walters. 
191 1 ;  Mrs.  Nettie  Bauder,  1913;  Mrs.  Mattie  Potter,  1913;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

E.  Parker,  1914. 

The  worthy  patrons  of  the  lodge  from  the  beginning,  together  with  the 
years  they  served,  are  as  follows:  D.  B.  Sheller,  1887-1888;  W.  C  Camp- 
bell, 1889-1890;  N.  Booth,  1891-1892;  O.  P.  Wyland,  1893;  J-  P  Miller, 
1896-1897;  L.  M.  Kerr,  1898;  James  Bailey,  1899-1901 ;  O.  F.  Graves,  1902- 
1904;  C.  D.  Booth,  1905-1907;  R.  D.  Prouty,  1908-1909;  James  Byers, 
1910-1911;  John  Frederickson,  1912-1914. 

The  present  officers  of  the  lodge  are:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Parker,  worthy 
matron:  Mr.  John  Frederickson.  worthy  patron:  Mrs.  Lulu  Walters, 
assistant  matron;  Miss  Florence  Lemke,  secretary;  Mrs.  Ida  Gregory,  treas- 
urer; Mrs.  Lillian  Frederickson,  conductress;  Mrs.  Mamie  Lana,  associate 
conductress ;  Mrs.  Mattie  Potter,  chaplain ;  Mrs.  Eily  Wunder,  marshal ;  Mrs. 
Myrtle  Hayes,  organist;  Mrs.  Ruth  Howlett,  Adah;  Mrs.  Anna  Hansen. 
Ruth ;  Mrs.  Ellen  Kerr  Dryden,  Esther ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Paup.  Martha :  Mrs. 
Olive  Young.  Electa;  Mrs.  Nettie  Bauder,  warder;  Mr.  O.  F.  Graves,  sentinel. 

The  present  total  membership  of  the  lodge  is  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

HARLAN  LODGE  NO.  267,  INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 

Harlan  Lodge  No.  267.  Indej>endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  organ- 
ized December  26.  1873.  Its  charter  is  dated  Octol>er  22.  1874.  The  lodge 
was  instituted  by  B.  Newman,  district  deputy  grand  master.  The  charter 
members  were  N.  Booth.  L.  D.  Frost,  W.  S.  Stutsman.  D.  M.  Wyland. 
Samuel  Potter.  Crayton  Closson.  A.  S.  Swain.  Warren  Closson.  William  M. 
Longcor.  J.  W.  Martin  and  J.  W.  Salter.    The  following  members  joined  as 
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Ancient  Odd  Fellows  on  the  night  of  organization:  NT.  J.  Sharp  and  F.  M. 
Nance;  on  dismissal  of  certificates,  Isaac  Plum  and  Aaron  Bergstresser ;  as 
initiates.  A.  F.  Holcomb,  T.  YV.  Chathurn,  \V.  J.  Davis  and  James  Boland. 
The  first  elective  officers  were:  Samuel  Potter,  noble  grand;  N.  Booth,  vice- 
grand;  I).  M.  W'yland.  secretary;  W.  S.  Stutsman,  treasurer.  The  first 
trustees  were  A.  F.  Holcomb,  L.  I).  Frost  and  Isaac  Plum. 

The  lodge  purchased  its  present  building  December  3,  1898,  for  a  con- 
sideration of  five  thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  The  building  was  pur- 
chased of  L.  C.  Lewis,  receiver  for  the  Harlan  Bank.  Practically  all  of  the 
money  with  which  to  buy  the  building  at  this  time  was  borrowed,  and  at  the 
present  date  the  building  is  paid  for  and  free  from  incumbrance. 

KIKKMAN  I.OTXJE  NO.  J1J,  INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 

On  January  2,  1914.  Kirkman  Lodge  Xo.  712,  with  a  membership  of 
twenty-seven,  consolidated  with  the  Harlan  lodge.  The  present  officers  of 
the  Harlan  lodge  are:  H.  G.  Baker,  noble  grand;  M.  I.  Westergaard,  vice- 
grand;  F.  F.  Wunder,  secretary;  Henry  Hansen,  treasurer.  Trustees.  D.  J. 
Booth.  S.  H.  Billings  and  J.  H.  Paup.  The  present  membership  of  the  lodge 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

MT.  SINAI  ENCAMPMENT  NO.  lo6. 

Mt.  Sinai  Encampment  Xo.  106,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
was  organized  April  24,  1882.  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Patriarch  A.  John- 
son, of  Avoca,  Iowa.  The  charter  is  dated  October  17,  1882.  The  charter 
members  were  D.  O.  Stuart,  G.  S.  Gibbs.  W.  M.  Oungst,  E.  J.  Trobridge. 
S.  K.  Pratt,  O.  F.  Graves.  F.  C.  Swain,  X.  Booth.  Fd.  Bergstresser  and  D. 
M.  Wyland. 

The  first  elective  officers  at  the  time  of  organization  were:  D.  M. 
W'yland.  chief  patriarch;  ().  F.  Graves,  high  priest;  F.  C.  Swain,  senior 
warden:  D.  O.  Stuart,  junior  warden:  \V.  M.  Oungst.  scrilx:;  G.  S.  Gibhs, 
treasurer.  The  present  officers  are:  G.  W.  Crawford,  chief  patriarch;  Henry 
Hanson,  high  priest:  11.  G.  Maker,  senior  warden:  W  illiam  l*aughman,  junior 
warden;  F.  F.  W'under.  scribe;  L.  II.  Rasmussen.  treasurer. 

ZENOBIA  LODGE  NO.  286,  DAUGHTERS  OF  REBEKAH,  AT  HARLAN. 

Zenobia  Lodge  Xo.  286,  Daughters  of  Uebekah.  was  organized  October 
16,  1895.  at  Harlan.    The  charter  members  were  as  follows:    L.  D.  Sunder- 
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land,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Sunderland,  W.  R.  Honeywell,  Mary  Honeywell,  C.  D. 
Grand,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Grauel,  Dr.  Harry  Donnan,  Grace  Donnan,  D.  W.  Beatty, 
Emma  Beatty,  G.  W.  Tilton,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Tilton,  W.  Shepherd,  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Dickinson,  D.  O.  Stuart,  Sallie  R.  Stuart,  D.  H.  Miller,  Mina  Miller,  William 
Brown,  Alice  Brown,  P.  B.  Brown,  Eva  L.  Brown,  Alex  Pritchard,  Mary 
Pritchard,  W.  H.  Carl,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Carl,  F.  W.  Blizzard,  W.  S.  Stutsman,  M. 
H.  McKinzie,  D.  L.  Ganser,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Ganser,  Nancy  McKinzie,  O.  F. 
Graves,  Celina  Graves,  N.  Booth,  Mary  A.  Booth. 

The  first  officers  of  this  lodge  were  as  follows:  Noble  grand,  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Booth;  vice-grand,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Dickinson;  secretary,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Stutsman ;  financial  secretary,  O.  F.  Graves ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  A.  R.  Stuart ; 
warden,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Pritchard;  conductor,  Mrs.  Eva  L.  Brown;  out- 
side guardian,  G.  W.  Tilton;  inside  guardian,  Mrs.  Mina  Miller;  right  sup- 
porter to  noble  grand;  P.  B.  Brown;  left  supporter  to  noble  grand,  Mrs. 
Alice  Brown;  right  supporter  to  vice-grand.  N.  Booth;  left  supporter  to  vice- 
grand,  Mrs.  Celina  Graves. 

The  present  officers  of  this  lodge  are  as  follows :  Noble  grand,  Henri- 
etta Wirth;  vice-grand,  Ada  Gould;  secretary,  Rose  M.  Parker;  treasurer, 
Althea  Baker;  warden,  Grace  Darling;  conductor,  Christina  Heise;  inside 
guardian,  Amy  Carl;  outside  guardian.  Olive  Young;  right  supporter  to 
noble  grand,  Mary  E.  B.  Allen;  left  supporter  to  noble  grand,  Emma  Cox; 
right  supporter  to  vice-grand,  Sadie  Newby ;  left  supporter  to  vice-grand. 
Hattie  B.  McNaughton ;  chaplain.  Ada  Steele. 

The  persons  who  have  held  the  position  of  noble  grand  from  the  organ- 
ization of  the  lodge  to  date  are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Booth,  Mrs. 
Harriet  Dickinson.  Mrs.  Sallie  Stuart.  Mrs.  Celina  Graves.  Mrs.  Eva  Brown. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Allen,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Bvcrs,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Grauel.  Miss  Mamie 
A.  Pritchard.  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Hunt.  Mrs.  Amy  Carl.  Mrs.  Sylvia  Blizzard. 
Mrs.  Mary  Pritchard,  Mrs.  Mina  Miller,  Mrs.  Emma  Cox,  Mrs.  Anna 
Bishop,  Mrs.  Mary  Tilton.  Mrs.  Mollie  Ferguson.  Mrs.  Emma  Billings.  Mrs. 
Mary  Booth.  Mrs.  Olive  Young,  Mrs.  Ada  Steele.  Mrs.  Emma  Cox,  Mrs. 
Sadie  Newby,  Mrs.  Emma  Mason,  Mrs.  Bessie  Banks.  Mrs.  Nettie  Bander, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  B.  Allen.  Mrs.  Jennie  Banghn,  Mrs.  Marie  Hammer.  Mrs. 
Alice  Wolff,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Barton,  Mrs.  Ella  Gibbs,  Miss  Anna  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Newby.  Miss  Henrietta  Wirth. 
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CARTHAGE  LODGE  NO.   65,   KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHIAS. 

Carthage  Lodge  No.  65,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  instituted  June  30. 
1885,  with  thirty-four  charter  members.  Of  the  first  officers,  H.  M.  Neu- 
meyer,  the  pioneer  barber  of  Harlan  and  Shelby  county,  is  the  only  one  now 
residing  in  Shelby  county.  Among  the  men  who  early  held  membership  in 
this  organization  were  Judge  X.  W.  Macy,  Hon.  H.  \V.  Byers,  Joseph  Stiles. 
Dr.  B.  F.  Eshelman.  D.  B.  Sheller.  J.  \V.  Harrod,  H.  L.  Schofield,  Gus  Das- 
bach,  Thomas  Hathaway,  Michael  Hcadly,  YV.  F.  Cooper.  Menzo  Fretz,  T. 
N.  Franklin.  J.  F.  Brock,  G.  K.  Patterson,  J.  H.  Ramsey.  J.  F.  Huntzinger. 
J.  F.  Pexton.  and  others.  The  lodge  is  yet  in  existence,  but  does  not  have 
a  large  membership.  \V.  T.  Smith  is  the  present  chancellor  commander. 
There  were  at  one  time  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges  at  Defiance  and  Shelby, 
but  both  of  these  lodges  have  long  since  ceased  to  exist. 

C  ATA  LP  A  CAMP  NO.    1 88.  WOODMEN  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Catalpa  Camp  No.  1 88.  Woodmen  of  the  World,  was  organized  at 
Harlan  March  19.  1898,  with  the  following  officers:  I.  T.  Welch,  consul 
commander:  T.  M.  Hathaway,  vice-lieutenant;  II.  W.  Nieman.  banker; 
F.  F.  Wunder.  clerk:  L.  Larson,  escort:  F.  L.  Swain,  watchman;  H.  B. 
Closson.  sentry:  William  Anthony,  S.  W.  Parker  and  George  W.  Roberts, 
managers;  H.  H.  Stoner,  physician.  The  present  officers  of  the  camp  are: 
W.  T.  Smith,  commander;  Henry  Hildebrand,  vice-lieutenant;  D.  M.  Deen, 
banker:  Asa  Dunnington,  clerk;  Drs.  Moore  and  Yanatta.  physicians;  George 
Stevenson,  watchman;  Roy  Custer,  sentry;  N.  O.  White.  Kenneth  Leach. 
Earl  W  allace,  managers.  The  present  membership  of  the  camp  is  one  hun- 
dred and  four. 

HARLAN  HOMESTEAD  NO.  959.  BROTHERHOOD  OF  AMERICAN  YEOMEN. 

Harlan  Homestead  No.  959.  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  was 
established  November  7.  1902.  and  was  reorganized  January  3,  19 13.  The 
first  officers  of  the  lodge  were:  L.  S.  Moore,  foreman;  Albert  McDowell, 
master  of  ceremonies;  T-  H.  Baer,  correspondent :  Carl  Lage.  master  of 
accounts;  Anthony  Petersen,  physician;  Aimer  J.  Roland,  overseer;  Samuel 
S.  Hudson,  watchman;  ( ieorge  Hoisington.  sentinel:  Thomas  Rogers,  guard; 
Carrie  C.  Hudson  Lady  Rowena;  Ruth  F.  Hoisington.  Lady  Rebecca. 

In  1903  A.  L.  McDowell  was  foreman,  and  in  1913,  W.  T.  Smith. 
The  present  officers  of  the  lodge  are :    W.  T.  Smith,  foreman ;  Harry  Blair. 
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master  of  ceremonies;  Fred  A.  Smith,  correspondent;  Anna  Wilson,  master 
of  accounts;  Nora  B.  Shipp,  chaplain;  Charles  Hansen,  overseer:  George 
Wilson,  watchman;  Roy  Custer,  sentinel;  Frank  DeBord,  guard;  Ruth  V. 
Book,  Lady  Rowena;  Lola  Custer,  Lady  Rebecca. 

PALM  LEAF  CAMP  NO.  I934,  ROYAL  NEIGHBORS  OF  AMERICA. 

Palm  Leaf  Camp  No.  1934,  Royal  Neighbors  of  America,  was  organized 
at  Harlan,  Iowa,  January  6,  1900.  The  first  officers  of  the  lodge  were: 
Oracle,  Mrs.  Julia  Mockler;  vice-oracle,  Ina  McDonald;  recorder,  Mrs.  Ella 
Gibbs;  receiver,  Mrs.  Stena  Hansen. 

The  position  of  oracle  of  the  above  named  camp  has  been  held  by  the 
following  named  persons,  to-wit:  1901,  Mrs.  Julia  Mockler;  1902,  Mrs. 
Julia  Mockler;  1903,  Mrs.  Ruth  Booth;  1904,  Mrs.  Mamie  Lana;  1905,  Mrs. 
Nettie  Bauder;  1906,  Mrs.  Nettie  Kent;  1907,  Mrs.  Olive  Young;  1908,  Mrs. 
Vina  Birkholm;  1909,  Mrs.  Olive  Young;  1910,  Mrs.  Ethel  Mayne;  191 1, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Mayne:  1912,  Mrs.  Dollie  Stewart;  1913,  Mrs.  Isie  Babcock. 
The  present  officers  of  the  lodge  are :  Oracle,  Mrs.  Isie  Babcock;  vice-oracle, 
Mrs.  Winnie  McCoy;  recorder,  Mrs.  Ella  Gibbs;  receiver,  Mrs.  Olive  Young. 
The  organization  at  present  has  a  membership  of  fifty-seven. 

CHAPTER  A  P  OF  P.  E.  O. 

Chapter  A  P  of  the  P.  E.  O.  Sisterhood  was  organized  at  Harlan,  Iowa, 
June  1,  1894,  by  members  of  Chapter  A  F  of  Atlantic.  The  charter  mem- 
bers were  Mrs.  Josephine  Sandham,  Mrs.  Celina  Graves,  Mrs.  Hattie  Eshel- 
man,  Mrs.  Luella  Cleveland,  Mrs.  Rachel  Wyland.  Mrs.  Clara  Shoudy  and 
Mrs.  Sophia  Scutt. 

The  following  ladies  have  served  as  president :  Mrs.  Josephine  Sand- 
ham, Mrs.  Sophia  Scutt,  Mrs.  Lillian  Griffith,  Mrs.  Nettie  Cobb,  Mrs.  Althea 
Noble,  Mrs.  Rachel  Wyland,  Mrs.  Edith  Booth,  Mrs.  Celina  Graves,  Mrs. 
Mary  Pierce,  Mrs.  Clyde  White,  Mrs.  Tina  Swift.  The  present  officers  are: 
President,  Mrs.  Minnie  Overfield ;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Nettie  Cobb;  record- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  Eily  Wunder;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Lillian  Pex- 
ton;  treasurer.  Miss  Anne  Hoyt;  chaplain,  Mrs.  Mary  Pierce;  guard,  Mrs. 
Rachel  Wyland;  journalist,  Mrs.  Alice  Booth:  organist.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Booth.    The  membership  now  numbers  thirty-four  active  members. 

The  first  member  initiated  by  Chapter  A  P  after  its  organization  was 
Mrs.  Lillian  Griffith,  who  has  always  been  an  active  and  enthusiastic  member, 
serving  for  two  years  as  president  of  the  chapter.  In  1910  she  was  elected 
(32) 
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state  organizer,  in  which  office  she  served  for  three  consecutive  years.  She 
was  then  chosen  first  vice-president  and,  after  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
one  year,  was  in  1914  elected  president,  the  highest  honor  which  the  state 
chapter  can  confer. 

The  P.  E.  O.  Sisterhood  was  organized  in  January,  1869,  by  seven  col- 
lege girls  of  Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  and  is  today  the  largest  secret  organ- 
ization of  women  in  the  world  independent  of  a  higher  organization  of  men. 
The  sisterhood  today  has  a  membership  of  twenty-two  thousand,  with  chap- 
ters in  twenty-seven  states,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  British  Colum- 
bia. In  Iowa  alone  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  chapters,  with  a 
membership  of  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  Its  work  is  edu- 
cational, philanthropic  and  charitable,  and  the  P.  K.  O.  Educational  Fund 
is  a  memorial  to  stand  for  the  sisterhood.  The  educational  fund  was  estab- 
lished to  assist  worthy  young  women  desiring  a  higher  education.  The  fund 
was  started  in  1906  at  the  supreme  convention,  and  is  now  assisting  sixty- 
five  young  women  through  college. 

Chapter  A  P  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
advancement  of  the  sisterhood  and  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  interest  of  the 
home  town,  in  both  education  and  charity.  The  greatest  efforts  hav.e  been 
exerted  toward  the  establishment  of  a  public  library,  the  result  being  the  col- 
lection of  about  fifteen  hundred  valuable  books. 

ANCIENT  ORDER  OF  UNITED  WORKMEN. 

On  June  12,  1879.  there  was  organized  at  Harlan,  Harlan  Lodge  No. 
193.  Ancient  Oder  of  United  Workmen,  with  twenty-eight  charter  members. 

LEGION  OF  HONOR. 

On  July  26,  1881,  there  was  organized  at  Harlan  an  Iowa  Legion  of 
Honor,  consisting  of  twenty-six  charter  meml>ers.  Neither  of  these  lodges 
is  now  in  existence. 

G.  A.  R.  POSTS. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  many  young  men  financially  handicapped 
by  a  military  service  of  several  years  at  slight  wages,  found  themselves 
obliged  to  build  up  their  fortunes.  Shelby  county,  at  that  time,  affording 
manv  thousand  acres  of  prairie  unbroken,  offered  opportunities  which  hun- 
dreds of  the  veterans  embraced.    Indeed,  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that  the 
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early  county  government  of  Shelby  county  was  largely  managed  and  directed 
by  veterans  of  the  great  conflict,  during  the  late  sixties,  the  seventies  and  even 
later. 

Grand  Army  posts  were  established  at  Harlan,  Irwin,  Defiance,  Panama 
and  Shelby,  of  which  there  remain  but  two,  Harlan  Post  No.  197,  at  Harlan, 
and  the  post  at  Shelby.  The  passage  of  fifty  years  since  the  close  of  the  war 
has  depleted  the  ranks  of  most  of  the  posts  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  dis- 
continue their  separate  existence,  the  few  members  left  by  death  and  yet 
residing  in  the  county  taking  up  their  membership  either  at  Shelby  or  at  Har- 
lan. Harlan  Post  No.  197  was  chartered  July  10,  1883.  The  charter  mem- 
bers were  as  follows :    George  D.  Ross,  Charles  L.  Wilder,  Thomas  Ledwich, 

G.  H.  Shoemaker,  T.  F.  Simons,  T.  J.  Robinson,  J.  H.  Louis,  M.  K.  Camp- 
bell, George  Bennett,  Michael  Headley,  R.  L.  Tompkins,  H.  D.  Lacy,  Samuel 
Potter,  Thomas  A.  Long,  R.  I.  Kinsey,  F.  Dunham,  J.  H.  Weeks,  C.  L.  Drake, 
D.  F.  Paul,  George  Chase. 

During  the  history  of  the  Harlan  post  there  have  been  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  different  names  on  its  roll.  The  commanders  of  the  post,  to  date, 
are  J.  H.  Louis,  J.  W.  DeSilva,  T.  A.  Long,  W.  H.  Errett,  J.  O.  Wicker- 
sham,  G.  M.  Hubbell,  K  F.  Fish,  J.  H.  Reynolds,  H.  W.  Winder,  George  D. 
Ross.    All  of  the  foregoing  commanders,  save  the  first  two,  are  yet  living. 

The  present  roster  of  officers  is:  Past  commander,  H.  W.  Winder; 
senior  vice-commander,  D.  E.  Morris;  junior  vice-commander,  J.  P.  Gilmore; 
adjutant,  S.  F.  Kohl:  quarter-master,  W.  P.  Kellogg  (deceased),  J.  H.  Rey- 
nolds (acting);  surgeon,  E.  A.  Cobb:  chaplain,  William  Laughman;  officer 
of  the  day,  F.  S.  Kays ;  post  inspector,  George  D.  Ross ;  officer  of  the  guard, 

H.  Custer;  sergeant-major.  J.  H.  Reynolds;  quarter-master  sergeant.  T.  A. 
Long. 

Harlan  Relief  Corps  No.  178  was  chartered  March  11.  1889.  The 
charter  members  were  Mary  M.  Wickersham.  Isabella  Chance,  Annie  E. 
Gammon,  Harrietta  A.  Truman.  Linnie  Griffith,  Abigail  L.  Potter,  Amelia 
Mead,  Mary  Corbin.  Esther  Carmichael,  Nevada  Errett,  Sarah  McDowell, 
Caroline  Koolbeck.  Emily  Ross.  Mollie  Wyland. 

BRANCH  NO.  944,  CATHOLIC  KNIGHTS  OF  AMERICA,  AT  EARI.ING. 

This  organization  was  chartered  May  20,  1906.  and  has  a  membership 
to  date  of  eighty-six.  It  is  the  largest  and  most  thriving  branch  of  the  order 
in  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  its  work  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Catholics  of 
Earling  and  vicinity.    The  officers  of  the  order  to  date  are :    Rev.  B.  Kuep- 
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penbender,  spiritual  director;  August  Bicker,  commander;  M.  A.  Wilwerd- 
ing, vice-commander;  Hugo  Hendricks,  past  commander;  F.  M.  Gross,  chap- 
lain; George  J.  Kohles,  recording  secretary;  William  Blum,  financial  secre- 
tary; Frank  Halm,  escort;  Joseph  Hahn,  guard;  August  Sonderman,  treas- 
urer; Steve  Stephany,  sentry;  J.  J.  Langenfeld,  F.  W.  Wilwerding,  John 
Koesters,  trustees;  Dr.  P.  M.  Sterck,  Dr.  F.  F.  Peters,  medical  examiners; 
H.  V.  Bicker.  Joseph  Shimcrowski,  Albert  Langenfeld,  musicians. 

August  Bicker,  a  member  of  Branch  No.  944,  Catholic  Knights  of 
America,  of  Farling,  Iowa,  is  the  state  president  of  Iowa,  and  another  mem- 
ber, George  J.  Kohles,  of  Farling,  is  the  supreme  deputy  for  the  state  of 
•Iowa. 

The  ladies'  branch,  No.  1050,  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  America,  at 
Farling.  was  chartered  on  October  11.  1914,  with  a  membership  of  twenty. 
The  following  persons  in  this  order  held  the  offices  l>clow  named:  Rev.  B. 
Kueppenbender,  spiritual  director;  Carrie  M.  Kohles.  commander;  Katie 
Anna  Stephany.  vice-commander:  Francis  Kobold.  past  commander;  Doro- 
thea Langenfeld,  chaplain;  Anna  F.  Hahn,  recording  secretary;  Rose  A.  Lan- 
genfeld, financial  secretary;  Eva  Marie  Kobold,  escort;  Elizabeth  Muench- 
rath.  guard;  Helen  Langenfeld,  treasurer;  Mary  Rose  Langenfeld,  sentry; 
Mary  Fbcrt.  Mayme  Blum.  Mary  Anna  Kuhl.  trustees. 

KNIGHTS  OF  COLUMBUS. 

The  Knights  of  Columbus  have  a  council  at  Farling,  known  as  Farling 
Council  No.  1 74 1.  This  council  was  instituted  in  June,  19 14,  with  sixty- 
two  charter  members.  The  officers  were  as  follows:  N.  V.  Kuhl,  grand 
knight;  J.  M.  Albers.  deputy  grand  knight;  Theodore  Scheming,,  chancellor ; 
J.  X.  Loeltz,  recorder;  Fd  Mesenbrink,  financial  secretary;  J.  C.  Heese, 
treasurer;  M.  M.  Leuschen,  warden;  A.  M.  Toellcr,  advocate;  Rev.  B.  Kuep- 
penbender, chaplain ;  H.  J.  Albers,  inside  guard ;  P.  C.  Heese,  outside  guard  ; 
H.  A.  Schleier,  lecturer;  C.  J.  Weiland,  Jacob  Wilwerding,  J.  H.  Schmitz, 
trustees. 

The  membership  of  the  council  at  this  time  is  185  and  the  officers  at 
this  time  are  as  follows:  N.  V.  Kuhl.  grand  knight;  F.  M.  Gross,  deputy 
grand  knight;  Theo  Scheming,  chancellor;  M.  M.  Finken,  recorder;  H.  A. 
Schleier,  financial  secretary;  N.  J.  Albers,  treasurer;  M.  M.  Leuschen,  war- 
den: J.  M.  Albers,  advocate;  Rev.  B.  Kueppenbender,  chaplain;  H.  T.  Al- 
bers. inside  guard;  P.  C.  Heese,  outside  guard;  H.  A.  Schleier,  lecturer; 
C.  J.  Weiland.  Jacob  Wilwerding,  J.  H.  Schmitz.  trustees. 
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THE  PRESS. 

Apparently  the  first  newspaper  issued  in  Shelby  county  was  the  New 
Idea,  started  by  Samuel  Dewell,  afterwards  county  superintendent  of  schools. 
This  paper  began  its  existence  at  the  now  vanished  village  of  Somida  (us- 
ually called  Simoda).  The  first  issue  of  the  New  Idea  came  from  tl  e  press 
soon  after  the  village  was  platted,  in  1858,  and  was  known  later  as  the 
Gazette.  This  newspaper  soon  ceased  to  exist.  It  was  followed  by  mother 
pioneer  paper,  known  as  the  Shelby  County  Record,  the  first  issue  o  which 
was  dated  March  5,  1859.  It  was  Democratic  in  politics,  edited  by  Major  P. 
Bull  and  advocated  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Shelbyville,  n  what 
is  now  Grove  township,  to  Somida.  It  waged  a  bitter  personal  warfare 
against  County  Judge  Tarkington  and  the  people  of  Harlan. 

The  first  newspaper  in  Harlan  was  the  Shelby  County  Courier,  which 
began  its  existence  January  30,  1859.  Its  editor  and  proprietor  was  J.  B. 
Besack.    Its  career,  like  that  of  the  Somida  papers,  was  brief. 

The  next  newspaper  to  be  founded  was  The  Shelby  County  Record,  es- 
tablished at  Harlan  by  R.  H.  Eaton  in  July,  1870.  It  was  owned  successively 
by  a  number  of  different  editors  and  publishers,  including  Messrs.  H.  L. 
Wood  (a  hard-hitting,  somewhat  vitriolic  editor),  and  R.  W.  Robins.  In 
1876  George  D.  Ross,  then  the  editor  of  the  Harlan  Herald,  bought  the 
Shelby  County  Record,  and  merged  it  with  the  Herald,  which  he  conducted 
until  July  16,  1877,  when  he  sold  the  office  and  real  estate  to  R.  VV.  Robins. 
B.  I.  Kinsey.  yet  a  resident  of  Harlan,  was  at  one  time  local  editor  of  The 
Shelby  County  Record.  Mr.  Kinsey  tells  me  that  the  first  office  of  the  Record 
was  built  of  ordinary  "barn  boards."  About  February  i_\  1874.  R.  W. 
Robins  sold  the  Shelby  County  Record  to  Holcomb  &  Bennett. 

On  Deceniljer  18,  1874.  another  Harlan  paper,  known  as  the  Herald. 
was  established  by  Campbell  &  Musgravc.  This  paper  was  Republican  in 
politics.  It  was  edited  by  a  tuunl>er  of  men.  including  F.  H.  Mcintosh  and 
George  I).  Ross  (  a  present  resident  of  Harlan  ).  who  took  charge  of  the  pa|>er 
in  December.  1875. 

On  July  17,  1879.  Robert  \V.  Robins  became  proprietor  of  the  paper. 
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with  John  L,  Long  interested  in  the  publication  of  it.    On  January  22,  1&&0, 
a  halt  interest  in  the  Herald  was  sold  to  C.  R.  Pratt,  of  Connecticut,  where- 
upon the  firm  publishing  the  paper  became  known  as  the  Herald  Printing 
Company.    In  November,  1880,  C.  R.  Pratt  sold  to  C.  R.  Parmelee.  January 
5.  1 88 j,  Parmelee  sold  a  half  interest  in  the  Herald  to  S.  K.  Pratt,  the  firm 
name  then  becoming  Pratt  Brothers,  who  conducted  the  paper  until  July  12, 
1883,  when  they  sold  to  \V.  W.  Girton,  at  one  time  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  who  soon  after  took  as  a  partner  W.  M.  Oungst,  who  has  attained 
much  celebrity  as  a  writer.    Messrs.  Girton  &  Oungst  had  been  connected 
with  the  Harlan  Hub,  a  Republican  paper  established  by  \V.  M.  Oungst, 
December  9,  1880.  which  especially  advocated  the  passage  of  the  prohibitory 
constitutional  amendment.    The  Harlan  Hub,  in  July,  1883,  was  merged  into 
the  Herald,  and  the  Herald,  in  turn,  in  July,  1886,  became  the  Shelby  County 
Republican,  on  which  date  W.  VV.  Girton  sold  it  to  C.  W.  Rhinesniith,  a 
versatile  and  able  newspaper  man,  now  proprietor  of  the  Charles  City  In- 
telligencer. 

The  Republican  was  then  published  by  Oungst  &  Rhinesniith 'until  1889, 
when  Oungst  sold  his  interest  to  P.  B.  Brown,  whereupon  the  paper  was 
edited  and  published  by  Rhinesmitli  &  Brown  until  1903,  when  Rhinesniith 
sold  bis  interest  to  Mr.  Brown. 

When  Mr.  Brown  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Oungst.  in  1889,  the 
Republican  had  a  circulation  of  but  six  hundred  and  fiftv,  which,  Iargelv 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Brown,  has  been  increased  to  many  times  that 
number  of  subscriber^  an  increase  made  possible  by  many  trips  over  Shelby 
county  and  the  inducing  of  heads  of  families  to  feel  that  they  should  have  a 
county  paper  in  the  home  After  purchasing  the  interest  of  Mr.  Rhinesniith. 
in  1903,  Mr.  Brown  had  as  partners,  for  short  periods  of  time,  W.  D.  Meek, 
now  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  an<l  manager  of  the  Iowa  Success  Linotype 
Company,  and  II.  M  Guy.  who  is  now  owner  of  a  paper  in  Clarion.  Iowa.  Mr. 
Brown  put  in  a  junior  linotype  as  pari  of  his  equipment  in  1908,  and  a  stand- 
ard linotype  in  1010.  He  equipped  the  plant  with  a  new  improved  press  in 
100O.  The  line  new  building  in  which  the  Republican  is,  now  housed  is  one  of 
the  best  in  Iowa,  in  cities  of  the  sj2C  '>f  Harlan.  The  dimensions  of  the 
building  arc  twenty-two  by  one  hundred  feet.  It  has  outer  walls  of  vitrified 
brick  and  the  interior  has  a  hardv\ood  finish  The  building  is  well  heated, 
will  lighted  and  properly  ventilated.  The  linotype  and  presses  are  run  by 
means  of  electric  power.  Associated  with  Mr.  Brown  in  the  management  of 
the  Republican  i>  his  son,  M.  K.  Brown,  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Col- 
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lege  at  Ames.  Harry  E.  Blair  and  A.  P.  Albright  are  employed  in  the 
mechanical  department  of  the  business. 

The  Harlan  Tribune,  the  only  Democratic  paper  in  the  county,  was 
established  June  11,  1879,  by  A.  D.  Tinsley  and  U.  S.  Brown.  On  February 
18,  i88t>,  Tinsley  purchased  Brown's  interest  and  operated  the  paper  until 
May  10,  1882,  when  he  sold  it  to  E.  T.  Best.  December  19,  1883,  the  paper 
was  sold  by  Best  to  G.  W.  Cullison  and  A.  D.  Walker,  who  continued  as 
partners  until  February  27,  1884,  when  Cullison  sold  his  interest  to  Walker, 
w  ho  conducted  the  paper  alone  until  January  1,  1885,  when  it  was  purchased 
the  Republican  is  hn  soo  D.  K.  Bro-wn,  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Col 
by  W.  C.  Campbell,  who  has  continued  in  charge  until  the  present  time.  Its 
editor,  W.  C.  Campbell,  has  had  extensive  experience  in  a  great  many  news- 
paper offices,  including  those  of  the  Nebraska  City  Journal,  the  Plattsmouth 
Press,  the  Omaha  Bee.  the  Omaha  U'orld-I Ierald,  the  Council  Bluffs  Non- 
pareil,  the  Council  Bluffs  Globe,  the  Atlantic  Daily  Telegraph  and  the  Des 
Moines  Register. 

For  six  months,  about  1877,  Mr.  Campbell,  together  with  Mr.  Harris, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Campbell  &  Harris,  published  The  Guthrian,  at 
Guthrie  Center,  Iowa,  and  about  a  year  later  helped  found  the  first  newspaper 
in  Audubon,  the  Times.  Audubon,  at  that  time,  was  a  real  pioneer  town, 
containing  about  three  hundred  men  and  two  women.  Mr.  Campbell  came 
to  Harlan  in  March,  1879,  and  took  the  position  on  the  Harlan  Herald  that 
had  been  previously  filled  by  "Hib"  Ashton,  now  a  court  reporter  residing  at 
Guthrie  Center.  George  D.  Ross  was  then  editor  of  the  Herald.  |  In  June, 
1879.  Mr.  Campbell  assisted  in  founding  the  Harlan  Tribune,  of  which  he 
became  foreman,  and  afterwards  manager,  until  January  1,  1885,  when  he 
bought  the  property  from  J.  D.  Walker  and  G.  W.  Cullison.  He  put  in  a 
linotype  in  May.  1910,  and  in  191 1  put  in  a  new  job  and  cylinder  press  and  a 
folder.  His  fine  new  building,  one  of  the  best  found  in  Iowa  cities  of  the 
size  of  Harlan,  was  erected  in  191 3.  It  has  a  front  of  thirty  by  thirty-two 
feet,  and  a  workroom  seventy  feet  long  The  machinery  is  run  by  electric 
power.  The  present  office  force  consists  of  W.  C.  Campbell,  editor,  and  his 
son,  Hal  W.  Campbell,  publisher.  Walter  McCoy  is  foreman  of  the  plant. 
Miss  Blanche  Kinsey.  a  daughter  of  B.  I.  Kinsey,  is  employed  as  a  reporter. 

The  Industrial  American  was  established  July  16.  1887,  by  A.  T.  Cox 
and  his  brother,  M.  B.  Cox.  In  April.  1888.  H.  C.  Hanson  bought  the  in- 
terest of  M.  B.  Cox.  and  the  firm  name  became  Cox  &  Hanson.  Subsequently 
the  paper  was  owned  and  published  by  II .  V.  Battey.  now  an  attorney  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  was  purchased  by  Hansen  &  Stauning.  the  former 
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being  Hon  Albert  Hansen,  who  subsequently  represented  Shelby  county  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  and  A.  K.  Stauning,  who  later  went  to  Min- 
nesota. Afterwards  the  paper  was  owned  and  edited  by  Ransom  B.  Hall  and 
by  Hall  &  McCoy  (Walter  McCoy),  who  sold  it  to  a  man.  who  at  once  sold  it 
in  turn  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Shelby  County  Republican  and  of  the  Tri- 
bune, who  discontinued  its  publication  in  iqio,  the  last  issue  of  this  paper 
being  Friday,  September  2,  19 10.  The  business  men  thought  that  two  news- 
papers were  enough  for  Harlan,  and  encouraged  this  consolidation. 

The  Shelby  News  was  established  March  22,  1877:  Its  founder  was 
Ed.  L.  Heath,  who  owned  and  conducted  it  until  April  8,  1880,  when  it  be- 
came the  property  of  John  Pomeroy,  who  is  yet  a  resident  of  Shelby  town- 
ship and  who  edited  and  published  it  successfully  for  many  years.  loiter 
the  paper  was  published  by  Evert  Stewart.  At  present  the  paper  is  owned 
and  published  by  C.  O.  Wayne,  who  makes  it  interesting  to  the  community 
which  it  serves. 

The  Defiance  Argus  was  established  June  10,  1882,  at  Defiance.  Iowa, 
when  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  was  being  constructed 
through  the  town.  Its  founder  was  F.  Bangs.  Subsequently  the  newspaper 
of  Defiance  came  to  be  known  as  the  Enterprise,  and  was  edited  and  pub- 
lished by  S.  E.  Zollinger.  He  sold  to  the  Manilla  Times.  Defiance  had  no 
paper  for  some  months,  but  later  O.  E.  Kelso  established  a  new  Enterprise, 
which  he  is  now  editing  and  publishing  with  success. 

The  Vaegteren,  a  religious  journal  of  wide  circulation  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  and  even  in  Denmark,  the  organ  of  the  Danish  Baptist 
church  in  America,  is  published  at  Harlan.  This  journal  dates  its  his- 
tory from  January.  1877.  It  was  started  by  private  persons  to  meet  a  keen- 
felt  want  in  the  scattered  members  and  little  churches  for  a  religious  paper 
The  name  of  the  paper  was  first  Oliebladet.  Rev.  H.  A.  Reichenbach  and  Prof. 
N.  O.  Jensen  were  the  first  publishers  and  editors.  In  1880  it  was  turned  over 
to  a  newly  organized  Book  and  Tract  Society,  with  headquarters  in  Chicago. 
The  name  was  later  changed  to  this  present  name. I'aet/teren  Owing  translated. 
The  Watchman  ) .  In  course  of  a  few  years  it  was  turned  ovr  to  S.  C.  Xielson. 
who.  in  the  year  1807.  moved  the  printing  outfit  and  the  paper  t<.  Harlan, 
while  the  book  concern  remained  in  Chicago. 

When  the  Danish  Baptist  conference  of  America  came  into  existence  the 
paper  and  the  old  machinery  was  turned  over  to  this  organization,  which  has 
its  headquarters  here  in  Harlan.  This  change  of  hands  took  place  in  Septem- 
ber, iqio.    The  board  of  trustees  of  the  conference  then  leased  the  paper 
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anil  the  good  will  of  subscribers  to  J.  C.  Lunn,  who  now  has  the  honor  of 
being  the  editor  and  publisher.  He  has  been  connected  with  it  in  the  capacity 
of  contributor,  field  editor,  secretary,  one  form  or  the  other,  for  seventeen 
years  or  ever  since  it  was  moved  to  Harlan,  where  it  in  all  probability  will 
have  its  permanent  home.  It  now  has  a  fine  International  type-setting  ma- 
chine and  besides  publishing  the  paper,  the  printing  house  with  its  present 
capacity  is  able  to  take  care  of  a  good  deal  of  job  printing. 

In  the  late  seventies  the  general  advertising  in  the  newspapers  informed 
the  general  reader  of  the  desirability  of  having  in  the  house  Vick's  Floral 
Guide,  Harper's  Weekly  and  Harper's  Bazaar.  Before  the  railroad  came  in 
the  Harlan  newspapers  contained  a  great  deal  of  Avoca  advertising,  with 
occasional  advertising  from  other  towns,  including  Council  Bluffs,  Dunlap, 
Woodbine,  etc. 

The  literary  style  of  the  early  newspapers  was  at  times  very  direct,  not 
to  say  pungent.  For  instance,  one  of  the  papers  speaks  of  its  contemporary 
in  the  following  language:  "Last  week's  Hub  gave  a  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  the  innate  cussedness  of  the  hypocritical  and  pernurious  soul  that  is 
incompetent  to  do  justice  because  of  personal  spleen.  The  Harlan  Dramatic 
Association  need  have  no  fears  of  such  insults.  The  people  know  the  motive 
and  the  calibre  of  the  editors  of  the  above  sheet."  Just  what  the  Hub  editor 
had  said  al>out  the  "actors  and  actresses"  is  not  known. 

Note  also  this  gem  from  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  January  23,  1873 : 
"We  are  about  to  publish  a  lexicon  to  accompany  each  issue  of  the  Record, 
in  order  that  any  obscure  passage  may  be  elucidated  by  those  in  doubt  as  to 
its  meaning.*' 

See  also  this,  from  the  Shelby  County  Record  of  November  19.  1874: 
"Hie  freedom  of  the  press  is  being  lorn  from  us  in  Shelby  county.  We  are 
being  extinguished,  as  it  were.  We  can't,  in  the  geniality  and  frankness  of 
our  nature,  indite  a  simple  little  joke  of  four  lines,  dedicated  to  our  own 
domestic  joys  and  sorrows,  without  some  big,  burly  ruffian  sees  a  ten  thousand 
dollar  slander  011  his  character  and  prances  around  on  one  foot,  and  plunges 
out  wildly  v>ith  hi>  sledgehammer  fists,  and  bugs  his  eyes  out.  and  swears 
he  will  be  the  cause  of  an  editorial  funeral,  or  some  other  equally  foolish 
and  impossible  feat.  We  can't  even  speak  of  chickens  and  clothes  lines  being 
exposed  to,  the  cold  weather,  without  some  one  pants  for  the  blood  of  an 
editor.  Tf  we  happen  to  write  an  ordinary  business  local — and  thev  are  as 
scarce  as  hen  s  teeth  in  this  suburbs  of  a  graveyard — the  man  we  have  com- 
plimented will  come  around  in  a  hurried,  constrained  sort  of  a  manner,  and 
throw  out  hints  on  the  negative  side  of  the  question  of  our  longevity" 


Digitized  by  Google 


506 


SHEI.BV  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


The  editor  of  the  Shelby  County  Record,  on  March  6,  1874.  in  the 
following  gentle  words  suggested  an  accounting  of  some  quasi-public  funds: 
"Som«  time  since  a  subscription  was  raised  to  purchase  a  thirty  dollar  l>ell  for 
the  school  house.  Time  elapsed  and  a  twelve  dollar  Ml  arrived  in  dignified 
silence,  which  it  has  maintained  so  far.  One  of  the  subscribers  naturally 
enough  desires  to  know  what  disi>osition  was  made  of  the  balance  of  the  bell 
funds."    Let  it  be  known  that  a  satisfactory  accounting  was  soon  rendered. 

We  think  sometimes  that  our  local  partisan  politics  as  reflected  in  the 
newspapers  is  a  little  rough  on  the  individual  but  it  strikes  the  author  that 
we  are  not  accustomed  to  anything  quite  like  the  following  copied  from  the 
Shelby  County  Record,  of  October  1.  1S74:    "Allegorically  speaking.  Shelby 

count v  has  laid  down  like  a  sick  horse  or  cow,  and  — —   ■  ■-- 

the  eoitntv  auditor,  and  the  board  of  superx  isors.  are  hovering  over  her,  await- 
ing dissolution  that  they  may  satiate  their  own  uncanny  appetites.  And  their 
presence  throws  a  gloom  over  the  spirits  of  the  patient,  and  hastens  the  end. 
Shall  they  l>e  allowed  to  prey  on  the  vitals  of  the  county  until  they  have 
stripped  it  of  everything,  and  left  it  a  withering  carcass?  Or  will  the  people 
unite  with  us  in  driving  them  out.  and  by  giving  the  proper  care  and  restora- 
tives try  to  effect  a  cure?  These  five  carrion-eating  birds  have  flown  to  and 
fro  over  this  county  quite  long  enough  and  unless  they  are  very  soon  disposed 
of  will  have  given  it  such  a  name  that  all  good  people  will  shun  it  as  they 
would  a  den  of  rattlesnakes.  1  f  we  are  not  greatly  mistaken,  the  few  kernels 
of  corn  which  we  have  lately  thrown  out  as  a  bait,  and  which  had  strings 
fastened  to  them  held  by  us.  have  been  swallowed,  and  in  trying  to  scratch 
them  out.  they  will  scratch  their  own  heads  off." 

This  is  the  way  the  wedding  of  two  prominent  young  people  was  written 
up  by  the  editor  offering  congratulations  to  the  bride  and  groom,  who,  by 
the  way,  and  now  living  and  prominent  in  Shelby  county:  "This  was  the 
announcement  in  conjunction  with  the  wedding  cards,  which  the  mails 
brought  to  us.  yesterday.  Thus  it  is  with  them  all.  We  never  have  a  friend, 
whom  we  single  out  for  a  good  natured  old  bachelor,  but  that,  at  some  unex- 
pected moment,  he  jumps  to  the  full  realization  of  all  that  makes  life  seem 
bright.  Having  been  for  a  long  time  numbered  among  the  friends  of  the 
groom,  we  know  that  he  is  one  of  the  happy  dispositions  that  were  never 
destined  to  be  warped  and  shriveled  by  a  lonely  and  desolate  contact  with  the 
cares  of  life,  and  that  the  charming  young  bride  may  rest  securely  and  bliss- 

fullv  in  the  arms  of  her  new  found  happiness.  has 

passed  the  majority  of  his  days  among  the  beautiful  prairies  of  western  Iowa 
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and  Shelby  county,  and  besides  being  well  and  favorably  known  by  most  of 
our  citizens,  has,  by  his  superior  business  qualifications,  succeeded  in  amass- 
ing such  a  snug  little  property  about  him,  that  Miss  that  was, 

need  never  feel  the  cold  breath  of  poverty.    In  the  person  of  his  accomplished 

bride,  Mr.    has  secured  one  whose  many  lovely  attributes 

will  be  to  him  a  treasure  more  precious  than  the  wealth  of  Ophir,  and  one 
which  he  will  shield  from  every  care.  The  happy  couple  have  the  unadulter- 
ated wish  of  the  Record  that  their  future  may  never  be  one  whit  less  bright 
than  it  now  is,  and  that  their  hymeneal  compact  may  be  strengthened  by  many 
little  bonds." 

One  of  the  editors  who  very  much  disliked  the  county  auditor  who  in 
addition  to  other  duties  acted  as  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  ran 

this  simple  local  in  his  paper.    "  ,  county  auditor,  will  be 

in  session  next  Monday.    The  board  of  supervisors  will  be  there  as  usual." 

Occasionally  the  editor  seemed  to  take  delight  in  giving  the  ordinary 
reader  a  local  literary  touch  like  this :  "It  has  already  become  so  warm  and 
spring-like  in  Tennessee  that  every  poetaster  has  now  commenced  to  tickle 
his  spavined  Pegasus  into  a  Napoleonic  canter." 

Irwin  had  for  some  time  a  paper  conducted  by  Theo.  Palmer  called  the 
Spoke. 

Earling  for  a  number  of  years  had  a  paper  called  the  Monitor  and  later 
another  paper  called  the  Observer,  L.  L.  Dickerson  for  some  time  edited  the 
Monitor,  and  R.  A.  Kirkpatrick  the  Observer. 

Harry  Blair,  now  of  Harlan,  for  some  time  conducted  a  paper  at  Panama 
known  as  the  Herald.  lie  also  ran  a  newspaper  at  Kirkman,  Iowa,  for  some 
time  known  as  the  Herald.  Portsmouth  also  had  two  papers,  one  known  as 
the  Leader,  and  the  other  as  the  Gazette.  Most  of  these  latter  fields,  how- 
ever, were  too  small  to  justify  the  publication  of  a  successful  paper,  and  the 
papers  were  short  lived. 

One  of  the  Harlan  papers  of  the  year  1877  gives  a  fair  idea  of  what  was 
happening  in  the  county  by  the  large  number  of  notices  of  the  condemnation 
proceedings  to  secure  land  for  school  houses  and  for  public  roads.  There 
were  a  good  many  estray  notices,  for  stock  was  at  this  time  running  much 
more  at  large  than  it  was  at  a  later  date.  There  were  a  good  many  sheriff's 
sales,  indicating  that  a  number  of  men  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose 
their  holdings. 

The  press  of  Shelby  county  has  done  much  to  promote  its  progress. 
In  its  infancy,  it  brought  many  a  settler  hither  to  break  the  prairie  sod.  It 
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has  stood  for  a  new  court  house,  for  better  public  schools,  better  roads,  for 
the  building  of  railroads,  for  the  establishment  of  electric  lights,  waterworks 
and  sewerage  in  our  towns,  for  lecture  courses,  public  libraries,  the  chautauqua, 
the  church  and  the  Sunday  school.  And  much  of  this  able  and  courageous 
work  has  been  done  without  hope  of  reward  save  the  personal  satisfaction  of 
duty  well  per  formed. 
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THE  BAR. 

In  the  early  history  of  Shelby  county  very  much  of  the  practice  in  the 
courts  was  looked  after  by  Council  Bluffs  attorneys,  who  were  frequently 
here  representing  clients.  Among  the  out  of  town  attorneys  who,  in  the 
seventies  and  to  some  extent  prior  to  that  time,  represented  clients  in  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  at  Harlan,  were :  Colonel  Sapp,  F.  B.  Hart,  George 
F.  Wright.  C.  R.  Scott,  Major  Joseph  Lyman,  Capt.  D.  W.  Price,  George 
Carson,  W.  S.  Mayne  and  Flickinger  Brothers,  of  Council  Bluffs;  Smith 
McPherson,  of  Red  Oak.  now  a  federal  district  judge;  R.  P.  Foss,  J.  S.  Hall. 
John  Ledwich  and  J.  G.  Tipton,  of  Avoca ;  Frank  Griffin,  of  Dunlap ;  Major 
A.  R.  Anderson,  of  Sidney,  afterwards  congressman  for  the  eighth  Iowa 
district ;  John  W.  Scott,  Mr.  Makepeace,  Mr.  Griggs  and  Mr.  Temple,  all  of 
Atlantic. 

A  number  of  able  men  came  to  Harlan  in  the  capacity  of  district  attorney 
in  the  early  days.  It  will  be  recalled  that  previous  to  the  enactment  of  the 
law  providing  for  a  county  attorney,  the  district  attorney  system  prevailed, 
under  which  one  prosecuting  attorney  attended  court  and  examined  witnesses 
before  the  grand  jury  and  tried  criminal  cases  in  a  great  many  counties  dur- 
ing the  year.  Among  the  men  who  came  to  Harlan  as  such  district  attorneys 
were  A.  R.  Anderson  of  Sidney,  afterwards  a  representative  in  Congress; 
A.  R.  Thornell,  of  Sidney,  one  of  the  present  district  judges  and  candidate 
for  re-election;  and  J.  P.  Conner,  of  Denison,  subsequently  district  Judge 
and  a  little  later  representative  in  Congress  from  the  tenth  district  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Conner  commenced  coming  to  T  arlan  as  district  attorney  on  Janu- 
ary i,  1 88 1,  and  he  served  in  that  office  for  four  years.  Later  he  came  to 
Harlan  as  circuit  judge  for  two  years  beginning  in  1885.  In  a  letter  to  the 
author,  Mr.  Conner  says:  "I  recall  some  of  the  lawyers  who  were  at  the 
bar  at  that  time,  Piatt  Wicks,  J.  W.  DeSilva.  Smith  &  Cullison,  D.  O.  Stuart, 
N.  W.  Macy,  Warren  Gammon.  Most  of  these  lawyers  have  either  removed 
from  Harlan  or  are  now  deceased.  Webb  Byers  was  just  entering  the  prac- 
tice at  the  time  I  left.  The  Harlan  bar  at  that  time  was  a  strong  one  and 
compared  favorably  with  any  bar  in  the  state." 
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A.  B.  Thornell  was  elected  district  attorney  for  the  thirteenth  judicial 
district  of  Iowa  in  1884,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  January  r,  1885,  becoming 
district  judge  January  I,  1887,  which  office  he  has  held  continuously  to  date. 
Judge  Thornell  in f onus  me  that  the  attorneys  practicing  at  the  Harlan  bar 
when  he  was  elected  district  attorney  were:  Macy  &  Gammon,  Smith  & 
Cullison.  J.  E.  Weaver,  Beard  &  Myerly,  Wicks  &  Burke,  R.  P.  Foss,  D.  O. 
Stuart.  John  Wallace,  and  J.  W.  DeSilva. 

While  serving  as  district  attorney.  Judge  Thornell  drew  the  indictment  in 
the  murder  trial  in  State  of  Iowa  vs.  Mendenhall  and  in  the  rather  famous 
libel  case  brought  against  Oungst  &  Girton  by  reason  of  their  bxral  political 
verse.  At  the  time  he  was  district  attorney  there  were  both  district  and 
circuit  courts;  the  circuit  court  had  no  criminal  jurisdiction,  but  had  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  probate  matters,  and  certain  law  and  equity  jurisdiction  con- 
current with  the  district  court.  The  circuit  court  was  abolished  in  April, 
1886.  and  at  that  time  the  present  fifteenth  judicial  district,  including  Shelbv 
county,  was  organized.  The  office  of  the  district  attorney  was  alwlished  by 
constitutional  amendment  in  1886. 

As  Harlan,  however,  l>egan  to  develop  and  to  give  promise  of  being  a 
good  town,  a  great  many  lawyers  established  themselves  in  Harlan,  shortly 
before  its  incorporation,  many  more  than  the  amount  of  business  in  sight 
could  support.  At  one  time  there  were  no  fewer  than  eighteen  practitioners, 
almost  double  the  present  membership  of  the  Harlan  bar.  In  1878.  there 
were  fifteen  resident  attorneys  in  Harlan. 

Probably  the  first  attorney  to  publish  his  card  in  a  newspaper  was  A.  C. 
Ford,  who  advertised  in  the  New  Idea  that  he  was  an  attorney  and  coun^elor 
at  Somida  (Simoda)  in  1858. 

J.  W.  DeSilva,  a  New  Yorker,  appears  to  have  been  the  next  pioneer  resi- 
dent lawyer  of  Shelby  county.  He  came  to  Harlan  in  1869.  shortly  before 
the  arrival  of  Piatt  Wicks,  and  first  had  an  office  in  what  has  since  been 
called  "Old  Harlan,"  north  of  the  present  public  square.  Piatt  Wicks  came 
in  1869  from  Indiana.  Joseph  Stiles  arrived  in  the  fall  of  1875  and  opened 
an  office  in  Harlan.  In  1874  Robert  P.  Foss  and  Capt.  John  H.  Louis  (later 
representing  the  county  in  the  General  Assembly)  were  in  practice  together 
in  Harlan  under  the  firm  name  of  Foss  &  Louis.  In  1874  Will  S.  Burke  was 
in  practice  with  Piatt  Wicks,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wicks  &  Burke.  J.  E. 
Weaver  became  a  member  of  the  Harlan  bar  in  1875.  A  little  later  Lafe 
Thompson  and  F^  Y.  Greenleaf,  among  "Soap  Creek's  (Davis  county,  Iowa) 
prolific  sons,"  entered  the  practice  at  Harlan,  blazing  the  way  for  Thomas 
H.  Smith  (later  state  senator),  whose  shingle  has  been  waving  in  the  breezes 
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of  Shelby  county  since  1878.  Mr.  Smith  formed  a  partnership  with  P.  C. 
Truman,  then  in  Harlan.  A.  K.  Riley  came  in  April,  1879,  S.  A.  Burke  in 
1878,  J.  G.  Myerly  in  January,  1880,  D.  O.  Stuart  in  August,  1880,  G.  W. 
Cullison  in  January,  1881.  Warren  Gammon,  a  native  of  Maine,  came  to 
Harlan, in  1879,  ami  in  November,  1881.  formed  a  partnership  with  N.  \V. 
Macy,  who  had  come  to  Harlan  in  November,  1879,  the  firm  name  being 
Macy  &  Gammon.  Cyrus  Beard  came  in  October,  1878.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Beard  &  Myerly. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  early  attorneys  was  the  Hon.  Piatt 
Wicks,  a  native  of  Indiana.  He  received  a  collegiate  education  from  a 
Baptist  college  in  his  native  state  and  had  had  some  experience  in  the  practice 
of  law  as  a  district  prosecuting  attorney  in  Indiana  before  coming  to  Harlan, 
which  was  in  1869.  He  represented  Shelby  county  in  the  Legislature  in  the 
sessions  of  1879  and  1881  and  was  a  very  prominent  candidate  for  speaker 
of  the  house,  a  position  which  he  lost  by  but  a  few  votes.  He,  for  many 
years,  was  a  trustee  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames.  He  was  an  ..hie  man 
and  was  prominent  in  all  local  affairs  during  his  residence  in  Harlan  and 
being  a  man  of  force  and  some  brusqueness  of  manner,  with  many  warm 
friends,  he  had  also  a  number  of  rather  bitter  enemies.  In  1890  he  went 
to  Pueblo,  Colorado,  which  county  he  represented  in  the  Legislature,  where 
again  he  was  a  leader.  He  was  elected  as  a  free-silver  Republican.  He 
built  and  lived  in  the  house  in  Harlan  now  occupied  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Moore. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Smith,  familiarly  known  as  "Tobe,"  is  the  oldest  con- 
tinuous practitioner  in  Shelby  county,  having  come  to  Harlan  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  P.  C.  Truman.  Mr. 
Smith  served  as  one  term  as  state  senator  for  the  Cass-Shelby  district.  He, 
at  one  time,  served  as  county  attorney  of  Shelby  county. 

In  November,  1879,  there  located  in  Harlan,  an  attorney  who  was  to 
make  his  mark  in  western  Iowa,  Hon.  N.  W.  Macy,  now  a  resident  of  Pasa- 
dena, California.  He  came  to  Harlan  from  Adel,  Iowa,  where  he  had  been 
practicing  immediately  following  some  years  experience  as  a  school  teacher 
in  eastern  Iowa.  Possessed  of  fine  native  ability  and  equipped  with  a  college 
education  both  in  liberal  arts  and  law,  received  in  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  at  Iowa  City,  he  at  once  took  high  rank  at  the  Harlan  bar.  He  first 
formed  in  1879  a  partnership  with  D.  VV.  Smith.  He  later  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Warren  Gammon.  In  1888.  he  contested  with  Cyrus  Beard  for  the 
delegation  from  Shelby  county  to  the  judicial  convention,  having  at  that  time 
become  a  candidate  for  district  judge  of  the  fifteenth  judicial  district  of  Iowa. 
Being  successful  in  carrying  the  delegation  of  Shelby  county,  his  name  was 
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presented  to  the  judicial  convention  held  at  Red  Oak  in  August,  1888,  where 
on  the  fifteenth  ballot  he  was  nominated.  He  then  served  continuously  for 
about  twenty  years,  with  an  exceptionally  fine  record,  having  few  reversals 
of  his  decisions  by  the  state  supreme  court. 

Hon.  Cyrus  Beard,  above  referred  to.  coming  to  Harlan  in  October, 
1878,  was  destined  to  attain  high  rank  in  his  profession.  For  some  years 
he  was  in  practice  at  Harlan  with  J.  G.  Myerly.  now  a  citizen  of  Des  Moines, 
for  some  years  its  postmaster,  and  lately  a  candidate  for  the  Republican 
nomination  for  Congress.  Moving  to  Wyoming,  Mr.  Beard  was  elected  to 
a  position  as  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  to  which  position  he 
has  been  recently  re-elected. 

Another  attorney  who  came  from  Adel,  Iowa,  at  the  same  time  that 
Judge  Macy  came,  was  D.  W.  Smith.  Shortly  after  entering  practice  at 
Harlan,  he  became  deputy  treasurer  of  Iowa  and  did  not  again  return  to 
Harlan. 

In  August.  1880.  D.  O.  Stuart  came  to  Harlan  from  Des  Moines.  He 
was  graduated  from  Simpson  College  in  1872  and  has  been  continuously 
practicing  in  Harlan  since  coming  here  in  1880,  and  is  second  in  point  of 
longest  continuous  practice  in  Harlan.  Mr.  Stuart  has  tried  many  cases  of 
importance. 

In  188 1.  George  W.  Cullison  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Harlan.  He 
bad  previously  been  here  as  instructor  in  the  Shelby  county  teachers'  institute, 
but  had  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  southern  Iowa  in  1876.  He  had  been 
graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School  of  Missouri  at  Kirksville  in  1870 
and  had  much  more  than  a  local  reputation  as  a  teacher  in  Iowa.  In  January. 
1881.  he  bought  out  the  partnership  interest  of  Attorney  P.  C.  Truman  and 
thereupon  became  a  partner  of  Thomas  H.  Smith,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Smith  &  Cullison.  which  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  very  important 
litigation  in  Shelby  county  and  in  other  counties.  Mr.  Cullison  was  last  fall 
a  candidate  for  district  judge  on  the  non-partisan  ticket. 

D.  S.  Irwin,  who  came  to  Greeley  township.  Shelby  county,  in  1870,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  circuit  court  in  Harlan  in  March,  1881,  and  for  some 
years  practiced  law  at  Irwin,  Iowa,  where  he  yet  resides.  In  1870,  he  wrote 
some  interesting  chapters  on  Shelby  county  history  for  the  Shelbv  County 
Record. 

Probably  the  first  young  man  who  grew  up  in  Shelby  county  to  lie  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  was  Jesse  B.  Whitney,  who  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Harlan  in  1887.  He  subsequently  served  two  terms  as  county  attorney  of 
Shelby  county. 
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In  1888,  Hon.  H.  W.  Byers,  a  man  destined  to  occupy  a  large  place  at 
the  Iowa  bar  and  in  the  Republican  politics  of  Iowa,  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law.  He  succeeded  largely  to  the  practice  of  Macy  &  Gammon 
when  Mr.  Macy  went  on  the  district  bench.  In  1890  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Edmund  Lockwood,  subsequently  a  very  active  mayor  of  Harlan, 
who  had  a  superior  legal  education  received  in  the  law  departments  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  in  the  University  of  Columbia.  This  firm  was 
on  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  most  important  litigation  in  Shelby  county 
for  about  fifteen  years.  Mr.  Byers  served  two  terms  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Iowa,  was  unanimously  elected  speaker  of  the  House,  served  three 
terms  as  attorney-general  of  Iowa,  was  temporary  chairman  of  one  state 
Republican  convention  of  Iowa,  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Repub- 
lican nomination  for  Congress  from  the  ninth  district,  and  is  now  corporation 
counsel  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines. 

In  1891,  two  other  young  men  brought  up  in  the  county.  T.  R.  Mockler 
and  C.  H.  Whitney,  were  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  practicing  in  Harlan. 
Mr.  Mockler  served  two  terms  as  county  attorney,  subsequently  moving  to 
Bismark,  North  Dakota,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  elected  to  the  North 
Dakota  Legislature  as  a  Republican  and  is  now  prominent  in  the  political 
and  legal  affairs  of  North  Dakota.  Mr.  Whitney  served  as  county  attorney 
and  removing  to  Nebraska  became  county  judge  at  Hartington,  Nebraska 
and  later  was  Democratic  candidate  for  attorney-general  of  that  state.  He 
now  resides  in  California. 

In  1902,  two  young  men  began  their  legal  careers  in  Shelby  county,  Will 
Pomeroy,  son  of  R.  M.  Pomeroy,  at  Shelby,  and  Tom  C.  Smith  at  Harlan. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  son  of  the  famous  pioneer  attorney  of  Harrison  county,  Hon. 
"Joe"'  Smith.  Both  of  these  young  men  are  in  practice  elsewhere,  Tom  C. 
Smith  having  served  as  county  attorney  of  Harrison  county,  and  Mr.  Pom- 
eroy in  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  in  an  Oklahoma  county,  in  which 
state  he  now  resides.  Another  bright  young  man  who  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  Harlan  a  little  later  was  Dan  R.  I\rkins,  who  was  in  partnership  with 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Smith.  Mr.  Perkins  removed  to  North  Dakota  where  he 
held  for  some  years  the  position  of  county  judge  of  his  county. 

Two  brilliant  young  students  of  law  received  early  guidance  in  the  law 
office  of  Byers  &  Lockwood.  One  was  H.  P.  Burke,  a  son  of  John  T.  Bnrke. 
an  early  pioneer  of  Douglas  township;  the  other,  Viggo  Lyngby,  a  native  of 
Denmark  and  graduate  of  the  law  department  of  the  famous  University  of 
Copenhagen.    Mr.  Burke  is  now  and  has  been  for  some  vears  one  of  the  best 

(33) 


Digitized  by  Google 


514 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


known  district  judges  of  the  state  of  Colorado,  and  Mr.  Lyngby  is  practicing 
law  in  Council  Bluffs  and  is  Danish  vice-consul  for  Iowa. 

Edward  S.  White,  a  son  of  J.  W.  White,  of  Jackson  township,  immedi- 
ately after  graduation  from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan in  1902,  entered  the  practice  of  law  at  Harlan.  Through  the  kindness 
of  the  people  of  Shelby  county  he  was  county  attorney  of  Shelby  county  for 
three  terms,  and  at  present  is  city  solicitor  of  Harlan  and  engaged  in  general 
practice  of  the  law. 

For  several  years  L.  B.  Robinson,  formerly  of  Oakland.  Iowa,  was  in 
partnership  with  G.  W.  Cullison  under  the  firm  name  of  Cullison  &  Robin- 
son. Mr.  Robinson  was  mayor  of  Harlan  for  some  time  and  as  such  officer 
rendered  very  careful  and  effective  service. 

In  1904  James  C.  Byers  (a  son  of  H.  W.  Byers)  after  graduation  from 
the  University  of  Michigan  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Harlan  in  the  firm 
of  his  father,  the  name  of  the  firm  then  Incoming  Byers.  Lockwood  &  Byers. 
James  Byers  became  mayor  of  Harlan.  He  is  now  practicing  law  at  San 
Diego.  California. 

John  P.  Hertert.  a  son  of  E.  M.  Hertert.  of  Harlan,  after  graduation 
from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  began  the  practice 
of  law  at  Harlan  in  1007.  He  is  the  present  county  attorney  of  Shelbv 
county,  which  orrice  he  has  held  for  two  terms.    He  was  re-elected  last  fall. 

Shelbv  C.  Cullison.  a  son  of  G.  W.  Cullison.  began  the  practice  of  law 
with  his  father  in  1907  under  the  firm  name  of  Cullison  &  Cullison.  soon 
after  graduation  from  the  law  department  of  the  State  Universitv  of  Iowa. 

V.  H.  Byers,  a  nephew  of  H.  W.  Byers,  at  once  upon  graduation  from 
the  law  department  of  Drake  University  in  1912,  became  the  Harlan  part- 
ner of  the  firm  of  Byers  &  Byers.  Lately  this  firm  has  taken  into  partnership 
Ernest  M.  Miller,  a  graduate  of  the  law  department  of  Drake  University  °t 
the  class  of  1914.  He  is  a  son  of  Jerry  Miller,  late  a  resident  of  Elk  Horn. 
The  firm  name  is  now  Byers.  Byers  &  Miller. 

George  B.  Gunderson.  an  alumnus  of  both  the  literary  and  law  depart- 
ments of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  in  191 3  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Smith  &  Gunderson.  He  is  now  mayor  of  Harlan  and  was  last  fall  the 
Republican  candidate  for  county  attorney  of  Shelby  county. 

The  resident  attorneys  of  Harlan  are.  therefore,  T.  H.  Smith,  D.  O. 
Stuart.  G.  W.  Cullison.  Shelby  C.  Cullison.  J.  B.  Whitney.  V.  H.  Byers. 
Ernest  M.  Miller.  John  P.  Hertert.  George  B.  Gunderson  and  E.  S.  White. 
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SOME  NOTED  CASES. 

A  noted  case  that  was  tried  in  the  circuit  court  of  Shelby  county  at 
Harlan  in  the  late  seventies  was  that  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  vs.  Grinnell.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  resi- 
dent Shelby  county  attorneys  were  in  the  case.  The  defendant  was  repre- 
sented by  Sapp,  Lyman  &  Anient,  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  railroad  com- 
pany by  Thomas  F.  Withrow,  and  by  the  firm  of  Wright,  Gatch  &  Wright, 
who,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  were  Des  Moines  attorneys.  During  the 
seventies  there  had  been  much  trouble  between  a  number  of  homesteaders 
and  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company,  particularly  in  Jefferson  township. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  when  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  was  com- 
pleted to  Council  Bluffs  on  June  6,  1869,  it  had  taken  a  different  route  through 
Shelby  county  from  the  route  originally  surveyed  for  the  Mississippi  &  Mis- 
souri Railroad  Company,  for  which  the  Dodge  survey  was  made.  Mr.  Grin- 
nell had  settled  upon  land  in  Shelby  county  in  1872,  intending  to  acquire  and 
occupy  it  as  a  homestead  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  had  made 
application  as  required  by  the  homestead  laws.  When,  however,  he  sought 
to  file  these  applications  in  the  United  States  land  offices,  they  were  refused, 
hence  the  litigation. 

The  circuit  court  of  Shelby  county  decided  against  Mr.  Grinnell.  the 
court  holding  that  the  lands  upon  which  Mr.  Grinnell  had  settled  were  rail- 
road lands  and  had  passed  under  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  by  the 
United  States.  The  case  was  appealed  to  the  state  supreme  court  of  Iowa 
and  decided  by  that  court  at  the  June  term,  1879,  the  supreme  court  sustain- 
ing the  decision  of  the  circuit  court  of  Shelby  county.  The  gist  of  the  de- 
cision was  that  Congress,  by  an  act  approved  June  2.  1864,  authorized  the 
Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company  to  modify  and  change  the  location 
of  the  uncompleted  portion  of  its  line,  at  that  time  the  railroad  having  been 
completed  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  or  from  Davenport  to 
Kellogg.  The  Rock  Island  Company,  in  1866,  became  purchaser  of  the 
Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company  and  all  its  title  and  interest  in  any 
lands  originally  granted  by  the  United  States  to  the  first  company.  The 
supreme  court  of  Iowa  also  held  that  under  the  act  of  1864  the  railroad  com- 
pany was  authorized  to  select  lands  under  certain  conditions  within  twenty 
miles  of  its  line,  the  original  act  allowing  selection  of  lands  only  within  a 
fifteen-mile  limit.  Mr.  Grinnell's  land,  it  appears,  lay  between  the  fifteen- 
mile  limits  of  the  first  grant  and  the  twenty-mile  limits  of  the  later  act. 
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Submitted  with  the  Grinnell  case  were  twenty-three  other  cases  brought 
against  numerous  persons  in  different  courts  of  the  state  of  Iowa.  The 
decision  by  the  state  supreme  court,  however,  did  not  end  the  matter,  as  the 
Shelby  county  Grinnell  case  was  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  where  it  was  decided  March  21,  1881,  by  an  affirmance  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa.  There  was  one  dissenting  opinion,  that 
of  Mr.  Justice  Bradley. 

Many  cases  were  tried  in  the  district  and  circuit  courts  at  Harlan,  which, 
on  appeal  to  the  state  sup-  -me  court  of  Iowa,  made  law  for  the  whole  state 
on  important  questions.  Among  these  was  the  case  of  Cocncn  &  Mentzer  v. 
Statlb  et  al.,  tried  before  Hon.  A.  B.  Thornell  about  1886  or  1S87.  It  was 
claimed  by  the  firm  of  Coenen  &  Mentzer  that  it  was  entitled  to  a  mechanic's 
lien  against  real  estate  to  secure  the  cost  of  lumber  used  in  a  sidewalk.  It 
was  held  by  Judge  Thornell  that,  inasmuch  as  the  lien  was  given  only  against 
property  on  which  the  improvement  icas  situated,  there  could  l>e  no  mechanic's 
lien  in  this  case,  for  the  reason  that  the  sidewalk  was  not  situated  upon  the 
land,  but  upon  the  street.  The  attorneys  in  this  case  were  Beard  &  Myerly, 
of  Harlan,  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Fremont  Benjamin,  of  Avoca,  for  the  de- 
fendants. 

Another  important  case  tried  in  the  district  court  at  Harlan  before  Judge 
George  Carson  in  1891,  was  that  of  Gollobitsch  vs.  George  S.  Rainbow. 
Sheriff  of  Shelby  County,  these  questions  being  involved  in  that  case:  First, 
it  was  contended  that  a  deposition  taken  could  not  be  used  in  evidence  for 
the  reason  that  the  notice  of  the  issuing  of  a  commission  to  take  it  was  served 
by  a  deputy  of  the  defendant  sheriff,  and  that  where  a  sheriff  was  a  party  to 
the  suit,  his  deputy  could  not  serve  any  of  the  notices  involved  in  the  suit; 
and,  second,  that  for  the  same  reason  the  deputy  sheriff  could  not  impanel 
the  jury. 

Judge  Carson  held  that  the  objections  to  the  acts  of  the  deputy  sheriff 
were  not  good,  but  on  appeal  to  the  state  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  the  decision 
of  Judge  Carson  was  reversed.  The  attorneys  appearing  in  the  case  were 
B.  I,  Salinger  for  the  plaintiff,  who  had  sought  the  recovery  of  certain  per- 
sonal property  and  who  appealed  the  case,  and  1).  O.  Stuart  and  Smith  & 
Cullison  for  the  defendant. 

The  case  of  State  vs.  Book,  found  in  the  41st  Towa  Reports,  at  page  550. 
decided  at  the  Deceml>er  term.  1875,  settled  an  important  proposition  of 
criminal  law.  The  defendant  was  charged  with  running  a  billiard  hall  where 
persons  played  billiards  or  pool  with  the  agreement  that  the  loser  at  the  game 
should  pay  the  proprietor  for  the  use  of  the  tables.    The  case  was  tried 
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in  the  district  court  at  Harlan  before  Judge  Reed,  who  instructed  the  jury, 
of  which  H.  M.  Cook  appears  to  have  been  foreman,  that  playing  the  game 
under  such  agreement  constituted  gambling,  and  that  a  person  so  permitting 
persons  to  play  was  guilty  of  maintaining  a  gambling  house.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  this  proposition  was  before  the  state  supreme  court,  which 
affirmed  the  decision  of  Judge  Reed.  Up  to  that  time  most  persons  had 
thought  that  playing  billiards  or  pool  in  this  way  did  not  constitute  gambling. 
The  attorneys  appearing  in  the  supreme  court  were  M.  E.  Cutts,  attorney- 
general  of  Iowa,  and  Ginton,  Hart  &  Brewer,  of  Council  Bluffs,  for  the 
defendant,  who  appealed  the  case. 

Another  interesting  case  was  that  of  Bays  v.  Hunt,  found  in  the  60th 
Iowa,  at  page  251.  The  plaintiff  in  this  case  brought  suit  against  the  de- 
fendant for  damages  by  reason  of  alleged  slander.  It  appears  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  a  candidate  for  office.  It  was  held  by  the  district  court  at  Harlan, 
and  by  the  state  supreme  court  on  appeal,  that  when  a  man  is  a  candidate  for 
office,  seeking  the  support  of  the  electors,  a  person  may  not  be"  held  liable 
for  slander  when  he,  without  malice  and  in  good  faith,  repeats  to  electors 
matters  that  have  been  told  him  concerning  the  candidate  even  though  untrue, 
but  which  he  believes,  provided  he  makes  such  statements  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  advising  electors  of  the  real  character  and  qualifications  of  the  candidate. 
The  court,  in  other  words,  held  that  the  speaking  of  such  words  under  such 
conditions  was  privileged  and  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable.  Sapp  & 
Lyman,  of  Council  Bluffs,  appeared  for  the  plaintiff-appellant  and  Smith  & 
Cullison  for  the  defendant-appellee. 

The  mysterious  disappearance,  in  August,  1896,  of  Francis  Richardson, 
a  wealthy  bachelor  who  for  many  years  had  made  his  home  at  various  places 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Shelby  county,  resulted  in  litigation  of  large  propor- 
tions for  Shelby  county.  Mr.  Richardson  was  a  somewhat  eccentric  man, 
who  for  many  years  had  loaned  large  sums  of  money  to  the  farmers  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county.  He  suddenly  disappeared  and  it  is  believed  that 
he  was  murdered,  although  no  definite  clue  was  ever  discovered,  fixing  the 
guilt  for  the  commission  of  this  crime.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned 
nineteen  hundred  acres  of  improved  land  in  Shelby  and  Audubon  counties 
and  besides  had  under  his  control  perhaps  forty  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
personal  property,  chiefly  notes  secured  by  real  estate  mortgages  on  Shelby 
and  Audubon  county  land.  Important  litigation  arising  out  of  this  state  of 
facts  was  conducted  by  Byers  &  Lockwood  and  Cullison  &  Robinson  of  Har- 
lan, with  some  non-resident  attorneys.  The  most  important  case,  perhaps, 
which  was  tried,  involved  the  question  of  the  ownership  of  certain  notes  and 
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securities  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Richardson  at  the  time  of  his  disappear- 
ance, which,  however,  were  made  payable  to  his  brothers  and  other  relatives. 
The  administrator  had  surrendered  these  notes  and  securities  to  the  payees 
named  therein,  and  suit  was  brought  to  have  it  declared  by  the  court  that  the 
said  notes  and  securities  belonged  to  the  estate.  The  administrator,  how- 
ever, was  sustained  in  his  action.  The  case  is  found  in  Vol.  138.  Iowa 
Supreme  Court  Reports  at  page  669. 

STORIES  OF  THE  BAR. 

Many  interesting  stories  are  told  of  incidents  occurring  during  the, 
progress  of  trials  in  Shelby  county.  For  example  the  Shelby  County  Record 
of  January  19,  1876.  tells  this  story:  "DeSilva  had  a  case  last  Monday 
before  a  justice  in  the  colony.  Witness  started  to  say  something  that  would 
hurt  his  part  of  the  case,  when  DeSilva  said:  'Henry!  Henry!  He  mustn't 
say  that.'  " 

That  the  early  unmarried  members  of  the  bar  did  not  have  their  minds 
wholly  absorbed  by  the  law  is  proved  by  this  local  item,  appearing  in  one  of 
the  Harlan  newspapers  in  the  seventies :    "It  is  reported  that  on  the  evening 

of  the  lecture  at  the  supper  table  a  young  lawyer,  whose  name  is  , 

became  so  much  absorbed  in  looking  at  the  lecturess  that  he  was  caught  mak- 
ing futile  efforts  to  eat  soup  with  his  fork." 

In  the  early  days  the  members  of  the  bar  seem  to  have  devoted  more 
attention  to  one  another  than  the  occasion  justified  when  perhaps  they  ought 
to  have  been  keeping  their  minds  on  the  law  and  evidence  of  the  case  which 
they  were  trying.  During  the  progress  of  the  Gardner-Zimmerman  trial  in 
May,  1887,  annoyed  by  the  constant  quarreling  of  counsel,  the  court,  while 
waiting  for  a  witness  turned  to  the  attorneys  and  remarked,  "Now,  gentle- 
men, we  have  a  few  minutes'  leisure.  You  will  please  devote  the  time  to 
quarreling."  It  is  said  that  this  remark  of  the  court  set  the  attorneys  back 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  finished  the  week  without  exchanging  another 
cross  word. 

If  tradition  bears  the  torch  of  truth  in  the  matter,  several  of  the  Harlan 
attornevs  have  had  some  difficulty  in  handling  Scriptural  quotations  safely. 
One  attorney,  it  is  said,  wishing  to  emphasize  before  a  jury  that  flight  of 
one  charged  with  crime  indicated  a  guilty  conscience,  intended  to  say.  "The 
evil  flee  when  no  man  pursueth,"  but  what  he  insisted  on  saying  was,  "The 
evil  pursue  when  no  man  fleeth."  which  version  he  repeated  with  great 
emphasis  several  times  when  he  thought  he  detected  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
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the  other  attorneys  to  laugh  him  out  of  court.  Another  attorney,  deeming 
it  his  duty  to  correct  the  erring  brother,  declared  it  as  his  fixed  opinion  that 
"No  man  pursueth  when  the  evil  fleeth." 

On  another  occasion  at  the  Methodist  church,  when  the  church  was 
crowded,  a  legal  brother  intending  to  edify  the  congregation  by  quoting  the 
words,  "May  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  and  my  hand  not 
forget  its  cunning,"  surprised  and  delighted  his  hearers  by  declaring  solemnly, 
"May  my  hand  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  and  my  tongue  not  forget  its 
cunning." 

The  author  is  indebted  to  Hon.  G.  Smith  Stanton,  whose  recollections 
occur  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  for  the  following  story  of  early  days  in 
court  at  Harlan.  [The  Joe  Smith  therein  mentioned  was  the  father  of  Tom 
C.  Smith  who  practiced  law  in  Harlan]  : 

"Every  good  story  having  a  Western  brand  was  during  the  war  re- 
peated by  the  friends  and  eneemies  of  President  Lincoln  as  Old  Abe's  last. 
One  of  the  stories  appropriated  as  one  of  Abe's  actually  originated  in  the 
court  house  at  Harlan,  Shelby  county,  Iowa,  and  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of 
Joe  Smith  was  the  originator.  As  already  stated,  my  place  on  the  Pigeon 
was  about  half  way  between  the  county  seats  of  Shelby  and  Harrison  counties. 
I  often  entertained  the  court  and  bar  as  they  passed  from  one  county  seat  to 
the  other.  They  were  a  witty  and  bright  lot  of  fellows,  but  poor  in  purse. 
Their  clothes  had  seen  long  service  and  represented  all  the  styles  before  the 
war.  Joe  was  a  great  wit,  and,  unfortunately,  always  broke.  Once  while 
attending  court  at  Harlan  and  while  waiting  for  his  own  case  to  be  called,  he 
got  quite  interested  in  the  case  which  was  being  tried.  The  seat  of  the 
trousers  of  one  of  the  attorneys  who  was  trying  the  case  was  worn  through, 
and  as  he  wore  a  sack  coat  and  while  addressing  the  jury  would  lean  forward, 
one  could  see  through  the  hole  in  the  trousers  the  white  shirt  within.  A 
philanthropic  brother  attorney  had  drawn  up  a  subscription  paper  and  passed 
it  around  among  the  lawyers  for  signature,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  buy 
the  brother  attorney  a  new  pair  of  trousers.  Seventy-five  cents  in  those 
days  would  have  accomplished  the  mission.  When  it  came  Smith's  turn  to 
sign,  he,  being  broke  as  usual,  wrote  the  following  endorsement  on  the  sub- 
scription paper :  "On  account  of  my  financial  condition  I  am  unable  to  con- 
tribute anything  toward  the  object  in  view." 

In  the  early  days  of  the  county  there  resided  therein  a  Swede  who  had 
been  a  rather  rough  citizen,  it  is  said.  He  subsequently  left  the  county,  and 
one  day  word  came  back  that  he  had  died  while  fighting  a  prairie  fire.  A 
case  arose  in  the  district  court  in  some  way  involving  the  Swede's  career. 
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G.  W.  C.  addressing  the  jury  said,  "They  tell  us  died  fighting  fire. 

and  for  aught  that  you  or  I  may  know,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  he's  fighting 
fire  yet." 

ROLL  OF  THE  BAR  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY  (PAST  AND  PRESENT.) 

H.  W.  Byers,  James  C.  Byers,  V.  H.  Byers,  H.  P.  Burke,  Will  S.  Burke, 
S.  A.  Burke,  Cyrus  Beard,  J.  V.  Brazie.  F.  S.  Carroll,  George  W.  Cullison, 
Shelby  C.  Cullison,  S.  G.  Dunmore,  J.  W.  DeSilva,  R.  P.  Foss,  E.  Y.  Green- 
leaf,  Warren  Gammon,  George  B.  Gunderson,  John  P.  Hertert,  D.  S.  Irwin, 
J.  D.  Keat,  Edmund  Lock  wood,  John  Ledwich,  James  Ledwich,  John  H. 
Louis,  Viggo  Lyngby,  Ernest  M.  Miller,  T.  R.  Mockler,  N.  W.  Macy,  J.  G. 
Myerly,  C  W.  Oakes,  William  Pratt,  D.  R.  Perkins,  Will  Pomeroy,  D.  T. 
Quinn,  A.  K.  Riley,  W.  B.  Rowland,  L.  B.  Robinson,  Thomas  H.  Smith, 
Thomas  C.  Smith,  D.  W.  Smith,  D.  O.  Stuart,  Joseph  Stiles,  Lafe  Thompson, 
P.  C.  Truman,  Piatt  Wicks,  C.  H.  Whitney,  J.  B.  Whitney,  W.  J.  Wicks, 
John  Wallace,  Edward  S.  White,  J.  E.  Weaver,  John  Watson. 
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THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Probably  no  class  of  men  endured  more  severe  hardships  or  were  more 
distinguished  in  a  nobler  way  for  personal  sacrifice,  than  the  early  physicians 
of  Shelby  county.  Their  privations  and  trials  deserve  that  they  be  not  for- 
gotten. In  the  early  days  of  this  county  it  was  necessary  for  a  physician  to 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  make  a  trip  of  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty-f  ve  miles 
over  the  trackless  prairies  and  to  ford  the  streams  in  order  to  render  assist- 
ance to  patients.  On  many  a  wild,  stormy  night,  without  intervening  houses 
at  which  they  might  stop  to  rest  or  to  protect  themselves  from  the  nerciless 
storm,  these  courageous  men  traveled  alone,  on  a  mission  of  relief  to  suffering 
humanity  and  with  the  hope  of  but  scant  financial  reward.  Physicians  in 
those  days  usually  made  their  journeys  on  horseback,  but  sometimes  were 
obliged  to  travel  long  distances  on  foot.  There  were  no  roads,  merely  trails. 
They  had  many  narrow  escapes  from  drowning  in  the  treacherous  and  swollen 
streams  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  were  in  danger  of  freezing  to  death 
in  blizzards.  Physicians  sometimes  came  from  Council  Bluffs  or  from  Harri- 
son county  on  horseback. 

Perhaps  the  first  physician  to  come  into  Shelby  county  was  Dr.  W.  J. 
Johnston,  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  who  settled  there  in  1852.  He  was  the  father 
of  Mrs.  L.  N.  Rogers,  now  Mrs.  Jesse  Scott,  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Douglas  Rogers,  an  attorney  of  Manning,  Iowa,  and  recently  elected 
to  the  Legislature  from  Carroll  county.  The  name  of  Doctor  Johnston  ap- 
pears a  number  of  times  on  the  records  of  the  county  judges  of  Shelby 
county  in  the  matter  of  small  claims  for  medical  services  rendered  paupers. 

Probably  the  second  physician  to  come  to  Shelby  county  was  Dr.  Adam 
T.  Ault,  who  platted  the  first  territory  now  embraced  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Harlan.  This  plat  of  Doctor  Ault*s  was  executed  August  6,  1858. 
and  it  is  likely  that  he  was  living  in  Shelby  county  for  a  few  years  previous 
to  that  time.  He  seems,  however,  to  have  been  interested  primarily  in  a 
store,  probably  the  first  store  established  in  Harlan.  The  stock  of  goods  was 
very  small  and  the  patronage  of  the  store  was  undoubtedly  very  limited.  T 
know  nothing  of  the  medical  education  of  Doctor  Johnston  and  of  Doctor 
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Ault.  It  appears  that  Doctor  Ault  left  Shelby  county  about  the  time  of  the 
Civil  War.    It  is  doubtful  whether  he  practiced  to  any  extent. 

Dr.  L.  D.  Frost  came  to  Harlan  in  1863  and  established  the  first  drug 
store.  He  had  formerly  lived  in  Guthrie  county.  Iowa.  He  practiced  to 
some  extent  in  Shelby  county  soon  after  arriving  here,  but  seems  to  have 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the  management  of  his  drug  store.  He  took 
much  interest  in  horticulture  and  very  soon  after  coming  to  Harlan  planted, 
in  the  northwest  part,  a  very  fine  ten-acre  orchard  of  apple  trees. 

Another  pioneer  physician  to  locate  in  Shelby  county  was  Dr.  David 
Gish.  He  was  born  in  Botetourt  county.  Virginia,  February  8,  1832,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Keokuk  Medical  College  of  Iowa,  in  1863,  prac- 
ticing first  in  Jasper  county,  and  afterwards  in  Story  county,  then  coming; 
to  Shelby  county  in  1868.  He  at  once  purchased  land  when  he  came  to 
Shelby  county,  and  at  one  time  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  the 
county.  He  lived  in  Douglas  township  northeast  of  Harlan.  He  died  in 
Shelby  county  on  August  13,  1878,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Miles  school  house,  conducted  by  Rev.  Gil- 
man  Parker  and  Rev.  W  ashington  YVyland.  A  son  of  his,  very  well  known 
in  Shelby  county.  C.  O.  Gish  yet  resides  in  Douglas  township. 

Another  physician  who  came  to  Shelby  county,  possibly  a  little  later  than 
Doctor  Johnston  and  Dixtor  Ault,  was  Doctor  F.  M.  Hill,  of  Manteno.  He 
did  some  lecturing  and  it  appears  mat  in  the  late  seventies  he  was  invited  to 
lecture  in  Harlan  by  the  Young  Folks'  Literary  Society.  Doctor  Hill  was 
postmaster  for  a  numl>er  of  years  at  Manteno,  subsequently  resigning  ahout 
the  year  1883,  with  the  intention  of  practicing  medicine  at  Earling. 

On  August  16,  1864.  Dr.  X.  E.  Palmer,  who  l>elonged  to  the  eclectic 
school  of  physicians,  came  to  Bowman's  Grove,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
for  four  years,  subsequently  going  to  Avoca  for  four  years,  and  for  six 
years  practiced  in  Harrison  county,  when  he  again  returned  to  Bowman's 
Grove.  He  studied  medicine  under  his  father  at  Adrian.  Michigan.  Doc- 
tor Palmer,  living  at  Botna,  Shelby  county,  and  now  eighty  years  of  age. 
called  on  the  author  and  gave  some  of  his  reminiscences.  From  these  I 
gather  that  he,  while  practicing  at  Bowman's  Grove,  was  frequently  called 
into  practically  all  of  the  surrounding  counties.  He,  in  his  practice,  often 
went  over  the  old  Magnolia  road  in  Harrison  county.  While  on  one  of  his 
trips  into  Cass  county,  he  came  very  nearly  being  drowned  at  the  head  of 
"Walnut  Slough."  He  used  to  ford  Tndian  creek  more  or  less  frequently. 
In  the  spring  of  1881  Dr.  Palmer  had  ninety-six  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  which 
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he  treated,  losing  only  three  of  the  ninety-six.  He  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  New  York. 

Perhaps  the  best  known  early  physicians  of  Harlan  were  Dr.  R.  M. 
Smith  and  Dr.  F.  A.  Bayer.  Doctor  Smith,  who  was  the  father  of  W.  T. 
Smith,  of  Harlan,  and  of  Ed  S.  Smith,  was  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
and  came  to  Harlan  in  1869.  Dr.  F.  A.  Bayer,  who  came  to  Harlan  in  1872, 
was  a  native  of  Dansville,  New  York,  and  studied  medicine  at  Cincinnati. 
Ohio. 

As  was  true  with  the  profession  of  law,  so  in  medicine  the  promise  that 
Harlan  gave  in  the  seventies  of  being  a  prosperous  town  induced  many  young 
physicians  to  establish  themselves  in  Harlan.  So  early  as  1874,  Dr.  W.  H. 
Thermong,  coming  from  Georgia,  was  to  be  found  at  the  Harlan  House. 
In  1877  Doctor  Cowles,  said  to  have  had  twelve  years'  experience  in  his  pro- 
fession in  New  York,  had  opened  an  office  in  Harlan.  In  1877,  Dr.  Ransom 
L.  Harris,  a  homeopathic  physician  and  surgeon,  located  in  Harlan. 

Early  physicians  locating  at  Shelby  were  Dr.  J.  W.  Campbell,  Dr.  Fred- 
erick Collins  or  Dr.  L.  Benham,  also  N.  Jasper  Jones,  who  is  now  in  practice 
there,  the  pioneer  physician  of  Shelby  and  one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in 
the  county. 

In  June,  1877,  Dr.  J.  R.  Teller,  previously  of  Albia,  Monroe  county, 
Iowa,  located  in  Harlan.    In  1878  Dr.  J.  H.  Haslett  was  a  Harlan  physician. 

In  1879  Doctor  Franklin  was  practicing  in  Harlan,  having  his  office  in 
the  drug  store  of  Robinson  &  Elser  on  the  north  side  of  the  square. 

In  1878  there  was  a  Dr.  B.  L.  Leland  at  Leland's  Grove  in  Cass  town- 
ship. Early  in  the  seventies  there  located  in  Gay  township,  near  Indian 
creek,  Dr.  P.  B.  Allen,  a  homeopathic  phvsician.  who  farmed  and  practiced 
medicine  there  for  many  years. 

One  of  the  early  physicians  of  the  village  of  Westphalia  was  Doctor 
Fluesche. 

One  of  the  physicians  establishing  himself  soon  after  Kirkman  was 
platted  was  Doctor  Dott.  Dr.  G.  W.  Todd  came  to  Harlan  in  1881  where  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Doctor  Cartlich,  who  had  located  in  Harlan  in 
1880. 

Among  the  well-known  early  physicians  of  Defiance  were  Dr.  W.  B. 
Cotton,  Dr.  J.  H.  Guthrie  and  Dr.  C.  O.  Eigler. 

Dr.  George  A.  Cassidy,  a  graduate  of  McGill  University  of  Montreal. 
Canada,  located  at  Earling  in  July,  1885,  later  moving  to  Shelby  where  he 
practiced  medicine  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  early  physicians  of  Irwin  were  Dr.  W.  S.  Branson,  Dr.  E.  A.  Whet- 


Digitized  by  Google 


524 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


stine  and  Dr.  S.  H.  Watters.  Doctor  Branson  and  Doctor  Watters  arc  yet 
practicing  at  Irwin.  In  1889  Dr.  J.  H.  Guthrie  was  practicing  medicine  at 
Kirkman.  In  1887  Doctor  Stevens  was  practicing  medicine  at  Elk  Horn. 
One  of  the  early  physicians  of  Panama  was  Dr.  A.  E.  Gregg,  and  one  of  the 
early  physicians  of  Portsmouth  was  Dr.  A.  Smiley,  a  graduate  of  the  Mc- 
Gill  University  of  Montreal.  Canada.  It  appears  that  in  1881  there  died  in 
Cass  township  a  physician  named  J.  W.  Clark. 

Probably  one  of  the  earliest  Shelby  county  boys  to  study  medicine  in  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  was  John  Wyland,  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  P. 
Wyland,  and  brother  of  O.  P.  Wyland  and  William  Wyland.  He  was 
studying  medicine  at  Iowa  City  in  1882.  This  family  also  produced  another 
physician,  Dr.  Asa  Wyland,  also  a  graduate  of  the  same  college,  who  prac- 
tices medicine  at  Underwood,  in  Pottawattamie  county. 

Many  younger  men  all  over  Shelby  county  have  entered  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  successfully.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  Dr. 
A.  E.  Sabin,  of  Kirkman,  who  has  been  established  for  a  number  of  years, 
Doctor  James  at  Elk  Horn,  Dr.  J.  L.  Lundby  at  Kirkman,  Dr.  V.  J.  Meyer 
at  Defiance,  Dr.  Peters  at  Earling,  Dr.  Walsh  of  Panama,  Dr.  Weir  at  Ports- 
mouth. Dr.  P.  Soe.  who  for  some  years  practiced  in  Elk  Horn,  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  at  Kimball  ton,  Iowa. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Todd  was  born  at  Belle vue.  Huron  county.  Ohio,  in  1838. 
He  attended  college  at  Granville.  Ohio,  three  years  and  in  1861  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Cleveland  Medical  College.  He  served  in  Company  A,  Fifty- 
fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  War.  and  at  the  close  of  the  conflict 
came  to  Tabor,  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
and  where  he  remained  eight  years.  In  the  spring  of  1878  he  moved  to  the 
town  of  Shelby,  in  Shelby  county,  and  to  Harlan  in  1881  where  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Doctor  Cartlich. 

In  the  nineties.  Dr.  F.  A.  Malick,  a  son  of  J.  M.  Malick,  practiced  medi- 
sine  for  several  years  at  Corley.    He  is  now  deceased. 

Another  practitioner  prominent  in  the  eighties  in  Harlan  was  Dr.  J.  C. 
Dunlavy.  who  subsequently  went  to  Sioux  City  where  he  achieved  distinction 
and  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  brother  of  J.  D.  Dunlavy,  a  former 
county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Shelby  county,  and  a  well  known  pioneer 
teacher  of  the  county. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Waite  was  also  well-known  as  another  Harlan  physician  of 
the  eighties  and  perhaps  later,  subsequently  removing  to  Iowa  City,  where 
his  death  occurred. 

The  death  at  Harlan,  on  January  4,  191 2,  of  Dr.  Edwin  B.  Moore. 
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closed  the  career  of  one  of  the  best  trained  and  most  capable  pioneer  physi- 
cians of  Shelby  county,  who  began  his  practice  at  Harlan  in  1878.  He  was 
born  at  Deer  Creek,  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  several  winters  in  the  State 
University  of  Iowa  preparatory  to  taking  his  course  in  medicine  which  he 
pursued  at  the  Keokuk  Medical  College  and  at  the  famous  Rellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College  of  New  York  City.  He  was  a  fine  thinker,  enjoyed  a  large 
practice  and  was  prominent  in  local  Democratic  politics.  He  had  the  rare 
distinction  of  having  his  three  sons  study  medicine. 

In  1880,  Dr.  Elliott  A.  Cobb,  a  native  of  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
began  his  practice  at  Harlan,  after  a  year's  study  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  after  graduation  from  the  Cleveland 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  a  training  that  he  subsequently  supplemented  by  a 
course  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  York  City  where  he 
had  the  advantage  of  instruction  by  some  of  the  then  foremost  medical  men 
of  America.  He  for  many  years  had  a  county-wide  practice,  making  surgery 
one  of  his  specialties.  He  served  several  years  as  Democratic  chairman  of 
Shelby  county,  and  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  when  electric  lights  and 
waterworks  were  established  in  Harlan.  He  served  as  public  health  officer 
of  Harlan  and  stood  for  a  rigid  quarantine  of  persons  afflicted  with  con- 
tagious disease  when  protecting  the  public  health  was  not  an  especially  popu- 
lar activity.  He  has  a  son  who  is  practicing  medicine  and  surgery  in  Sioux 
City,  Iowa.  Doctor  Cobb  resides  in  Harlan  in  the  former  home  of  Hon. 
C.  J.  Wyland.    He  served  in  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry  in  the  Civil  War. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Smith,  a  native  of  Indiana,  came  to  Harlan  in  1880.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College  and  has  enjoyed  a  large  practice  in  Harlan 
and  vicinity.  He  served  the  city  of  Harlan  as  mayor,  and  was  coroner  of 
Shelby  county  when  the  present  court  house  was  erected.  His  genial,  kindly 
bearing  has  made  him  many  friends.  He  has  a  son  practicing  medicine  and 
surgery  in  Ogden,  Utah.  This  son  has  lately  been  in  Europe  taking  special 
work  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Cook,  of  Harlan,  who  has  the  distinction  of  having  risen  from 
the  ranks  to  the  position  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  Civil  War,  although  not  locat- 
ing so  early  as  some  of  the  other  physicians  in  Harlan,  soon  made  a  place 
for  himself  as  a  careful  and  well-informed  physician.  He  served  for  many 
years  on  the  pension  examining  board  of  Shelby  county.  He  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  Republican  politics,  has  served  as  chairman  of  local  con- 
ventions and  enjoys  the  acquaintance  and  confidence  of  many  of  the  dis- 
tinguished leaders  of  the  party  in  Iowa. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Moore,  a  son  of  Dr.  Edwin  B.  Moore,  deceased,  is  a  graduate 
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of  the  Harlan  high  school  and  of  the  Creighton  Medical  College,  of  Omaha. 
He  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  made  his  own  way  through  the  medical 
college  by  hard  work  in  vacations  and  at  other  times.  After  his  graduation 
from  this  college  in  190 1,  he  had  several  years'  experience  doing  hospital 
work  in  Wyoming,  Nevada  and  Utah,  with  a  railway  construction  company, 
acting  as  hospital  superintendent.  He  began  his  practice  in  Harlan  in  1903, 
and  at  present  is  county  coroner.  Dr.  Moore  has  two  brothers,  Dr.  Morris 
Moore,  who  practices  at  Walnut  and  Dr.  Fred  Moore,  who  is  pursuing  a 
special  course  in  the  celebrated  medical  school  of  Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Moore  resides  in  the  former  residence  of  Hon.  Piatt  Wicks. 

Dr.  F.  R.  Lintleman,  a  graduate  of  the  Homeopathic  College  of  Medi- 
cine at  Iowa  City,  practiced  successfully  in  Harlan  for  several  years.  His 
partner,  Doctor  Vanatta,  succeeds  to  his  practice.  Doctor  Vanatta  is  also 
a  graduate  of  the  same  college  and  has  a  good  following. 

Dr.  Herman  Bocken  is  one  of  the  more  recently  established  physicians 
in  Harlan  and  is  doing  well.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Harlan  high  school 
and  of  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of  Nebraska.  He  is  a  son  of 
H.  Bocken  of  Harlan,  the  well  known  tailor. 

Dr.  James  Bisgard,  a  graduate  of  the  medical  school  of  the  University 
of  Nebraska,  is  also  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Shelby  county,  and  for 
many  years  has  enjoyed  and  now  has  a  large  and  important  practice. 

The  names  of  other  physicians  occur  in  the  special  articles  treating  of 
the  various  towns  of  the  county. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Shelby  County  Medical  Society  was  organized  in  June,  1887.  Doc- 
tors J.  C.  Dunlavy,  E.  A.  Cobb,  E.  J.  Smith,  J.  H.  Waite,  E.  B.  Moore,  W. 
S.  Branson,  W.  B.  Cotton,  A.  E;  Gregg,  N.  H.  Burks,  S.  H.  Watters,  N.  J. 
Jones,  J.  Smiley  and  C.  Tiske  were  the  charter  members  of  this  organization. 
The  first  officers  of  the  society  were  E.  A.  Cobb,  president ;  N.  Jasper  Jones, 
of  Shelby,  vice-president ;  J.  C.  Dunlavy,  now  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  secretary, 
and  E.  J.  Smith,  treasurer.    This  society  is  yet  in  existence. 

DENTISTS. 

One  of  the  earliest  resident  dentists  of  Harlan  was  Dr.  B.  F.  Eshelman. 
now  of  Tacoma,  Washington.    He  was  an  inventive  genius  and  secured  a 
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number  of  patents  on  his  devices  of  various  sorts.  Among  the  men  who 
have  followed  him  are  Dr.  M.  S.  Overfield.  who  has  been  longest  in  prac- 
tice in  Shelby  county;  Dr.  R.  L.  Osborn,  now  residing  in  Arkansas;  Dr. 
Harry  Donnan;  Dr.  George  E.  Erret  and  Dr.  Frank  Maasen.  In  the  early 
days  Doctor  Gothard  used  to  make  occasional  visits  to  Harlan,  coming  from 
Atlantic. 
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MILITARY  HISTORY. 

In  less  than  ten  years  after  the  organization  of  Shelby  county  as  a  civil 
unit,  the  great  Civil  War  broke  fiercely  upon  the  country.  Shelby  county 
had  scarcely  passed  the  log-cabin  stage  of  development,  when  men  were 
traveling  to  mill  and  market  over  the  winding  trails,  along  the  ridges  and 
plateaus  and  skirting  the  heads  of  streams,  then  unbridged,  and  when  the 
prairies  and  sloughs  of  the  county  were  yet  furnishing  sustenance  and  refuge 
for  wild  animals.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  that  the  young1  men 
of  Shelby  county  were  called  upon  to  assume  the  stern  responsibilities  of  their 
citizenship  in  common  with  the  other  people  of  Iowa.  Shelby  county  went 
to  the  defense  of  the  colors  right  loyally,  sending,  it  is  estimated,  one  man 
out  of  every  six  then  resident  within  her  newly  created  boundaries.  These 
volunteers  came  from  Cuppy's  Grove.  Bowman's  Grove,  Manteno.  Hack- 
town  and  Harlan.  Here  are  the  names  of  these  men  constituting  Shelby 
county's 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Daniel  S.  Bowman,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Alexander  Barr,  Company  C,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Joseph  A.  Bunnell.  Company  M.  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Hezekiah  N.  Baughman,  Company  1.  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 
Charles  E.  Butter  worth.  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 
W  illiam  H.  Buckholder.  Company  E,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 
William  A.  Babb,  Company  A,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Henry  Custer.  Company  A.  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 
William  Cuppy.  Company  B.  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Samuel  Camp!>ell,  Company  M.  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Merriman  Carlton.  Company  I.  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 
Jesse  Castcel.  Company  I.  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 
George  Casteel.  Company  I.  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 
Albert  Crandall.  Company  D.  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Jonathan  Custer.  Company  A.  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Tnfantrv. 
John  Dewell.  Company  M.  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
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1 

J.  H.  Reynold*.  H,  7th  la.  Cav. :  F.  8th 

Ia.  Inf. 

26 

David  W.  Green.  G.  47th  la.  Inf. 

2 

S.  S.  Chamberlain.  G.  13th  III.  Inf. 

27 

J.  V.  Watson.  M.  9th  Ia.  Cav. 

3 

F.  S.  Kays.  B.  4th  la.  Cav. 

28 

J.  S.  Dee.  G.  7th  Mo.  Cav. 

4 

Theodore  Asqutth.  C.  102d  III.  Inf. 
J.  H.  Blaine.  1.  17th  Pa.  Cav. 

29 

M.  Quick.  B.  10th  W.  Va.  Inr. 

5 

30 

Thomas  Brown.  B,  75th  III.  Inf. 

6 

John  G.  Honeywell.  E.  86th  111.  Inf.: 

also  H, 

31 

W.  H.  Brown.  B.  2d  III.  Mounted  Inl 

47th  III.  Inf. 

32 

H.  Watklns.  A.  92d  Ohio  Inf. 

7 

Wm.  Laughman,  104th  III.  Inf. 

33 

James  F.  Smith.  I.  23d  la.  Inf. 

8 

John  Bare.  F,  24th  la.  Inf. 

34 

C.  D.  O'Neal,  A.  33d  la.  Inf. 

9 

Ira  Grablll.  F,  86th  111.  Inf. 

35 

J.  J.  Marco.  C.  92d  III.  Inf. 

10 

W.  J.  Blair.  1.  7th  la.  Inf. 

3<"> 

N.  E.  Palmer,  K.  100th  Ind.  Inf. 

11 

Theodore  M.  Keeney,  H.  B2d  Pa.  Inf. 

37 

Walter  R.  Parker.  B.  looth  Ind.  Inf. 

12 

J.  B.  Wade.  M.  17th  111.  Cav. 

38 

W.  H.  Erret.  I.  126th  III.  Inf. 

13 

E.  F.  Kington.  I.  57th  111.  Inf. 

39 

D.  E.  Morris.  H.  57th  111.  Inf. 

14 

M  L.  McLyman.  C.  20th  Win.  Inf. 

40 

S.  F.  Kohl.  K.  8th  Ia.  Cav. 

16 

John  Huffman.  F.  31st  Ind.  Inf. 

41 

John  Koolbeck,  F.  4th  la.  Cav. 

16 

Bernard  McAllister.  A,  15th  la.  Inf. 

42 

Dr.  E.  A.  Cobb.  A.  66th  Ohio  Inf. 

17 

Lemuel  Stllwell.  B,  98th  Ohio  Inf. 

43 

B.  B.  Bowen.  L,  4th  W.  Va.  Cav. 

18 

Garret  Hubbell.  D.  192d  Ohio  Inf. 

44 

Theodore  P.  Anstine.  I,  78th  111.  Inf. 

19 

H.  W.  Winder.  D,  33d  la.  Inf. 

45 

Geo.  D.  Ross.  G.  21st  Wis.  Inf. 

20 

James  P.  Gllmore.  G.  31at  la.  Inf. 

46 

N.  White.  I..  4th  In  Cav. 

21 

L.  F.  Kellogg.  H.  86th  III.  Inf. 

47 

Henry  Custer.  29th  Ia.  Inf. 

22 

Dr.  E.  L.  Cook.  H.  9th  la.  Cav. 

48 

George  Razee.  K.  2d  N.  H.  Inf. 

23 

Thoa.  Yoat.  C,  53d  III.  Inf. 

49 

B.  I.  Klnsey.  I.  18th  Ia.  Inf. 

24 

Geo.  W.  Ickes.  D.  138th  Pa.  Inf. 

50 

Fred  Goodling.  E.  77th  III.  Inf. 

25 

J.  O.  Wlckersham.  A.  122d  III.  Inf. 

51 

Edward  F.  Fish.  F.  3d  Wis.  Inf. 
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David  Duckett,  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

William  Frantz,  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Henry  Frantz,  Company  H,  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

John  Fritz,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

James  Howell,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Christian  Hack,  Company  A,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Perry  Hack,  Company  A,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Harvey  lngalsbe,  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

Luther  Ingalsbe.  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Alfred  Jackson,  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

BrarTord  Johnston.  Company  C.  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

John  E.  Knott,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Samuel  W.  Kemp,  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Robertson  Keairnes,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

James  G.  Kemp,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Benjamin  T.  Larkin,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Milton  Lynch.  Company  D,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Peter  H.  Longcor,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

William  M.  Longcor,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Jeremiah  Law  Long,  Company  L,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Elias  Monroe,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Charles  W.  Oden,  Company  C,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Martin  Obrecht,  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

David  Romigs,  Company  C,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Jonas  H.  Reed,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

James  Rhodes,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

William  A.  Rigg,  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hiram  Simmons,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Milton  H.  Stanton,  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

James  L.  Trenor,  Company  A,  Twenty -ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

William  B.  Tarkington,  Company  C,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Daniel  White,  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Jonathan  Watson,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Michael  White.  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Daniel  \Yraterbury,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Warren  Wicks,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Jasper  N.  Wyland,  Company  M,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Nicholas  White,  Company  L,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
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In  addition,  Ed.  A.  Sweeney  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa 
Infantry,  but  was  refused  by  the  mustering  officer. 

Of  the  above  named  soldiers,  William  Cuppy  died  of  disease  December 
27,  1 861,  at  Rolla,  Missouri.    James  Howell  died  in  action  November  27, 

1863.  at  Taylor's  Ridge,  Georgia,  and  his  remains  lie  buried  in  the  national 
cemetery  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  section  D,  grave  891.  Benjamin  T. 
Lakin  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  eye  December  29,  1862,  at  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.  Jonas  H.  Reed  died  from  an  accidental  wound  received  March 
14,  1862,  at  Springfield,  Missouri.    Daniel  White  died  of  disease  March  4, 

1862,  at  Lebanon,  Missouri,  and  his  remains  lie  buried  in  the  national  ceme- 
tery of  Springfield,  Missouri,  section  9,  grave  60.  Luther  Ingalsbe  died  of 
disease  August  27,  1864,  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Arkansas.  James  G.  Kemp  died 
of  disease  March  4,  1864,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  his  remains  lie  in  the 
national  cemetery  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  section  6,  grave 
233.    Jasper  N.  Wyland  died  of  disease  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Arkansas,  July  9, 

1864,  and  his  remains  lie  in  the  national  cemetery  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Arkan- 
sas. Merriman  Carlton  died  of  disease  May  27,  1863,  at  the  Van  Buren 
Hosital,  and  his  remains  lie  in  the  national  cemetery  at  Vicksburg,  Missis- 
sippi, section  H,  grave  81.  David  Duckett  died  of  disease  July  25,  1863,  at 
Milliken's  Bend,  Louisiana,  and  his  remains  lie  buried  in  the  national  ceme- 
tery at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  section  B,  grave  22.  William  A.  Rigg  was 
killed  in  action  June  7,  1863,  at  Milliken's  Bend,  Louisiana.  Henry  Frantz  was 
wounded  in  the  side  at  Shiloh,  Tennessee,  April  6.  1862,  and  after  re- 
enlisting  was  again  wounded  in  the  left  arm  severely  on  July  22,  1864,  near 
Atlanta.  Georgia.  Jeremiah  Law  Ixrng  died  of  disease  May  13,  1862.  at 
West  Plains.  Missouri.  Perry  Hack  was  wounded  April  30,  1864,  at  Jen- 
kins' Ferry.  Arkansas.  Jonathan  Custer  died  of  disease  February  21.  1863. 
at  Helena.  Arkansas.     William  B.  Tarkington  died  of  disease  March  1. 

1863.  at  Helena.  Arkansas.  Martin  Obrecht  was  wounded  May  17,  1863,  at 
Black  River  Bridge.  Mississippi.  James  L.  Trenor  became  first  lieutenant 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  United  States  Colored  Infantry  January 
20.  1864. 

An  investigation  of  the  nativity  of  a  large  majority  of  the  above  named 
soldiers  shows  that  eleven  were  bom  in  Ohio,  eight  in  New  York,  ten  in 
Indiana,  five  in  Pennsylvania,  five  in  Illinois,  two  in  Maryland,  and  one  each 
in  Iowa.  Connecticut.  Michigan.  Maine.  Missouri.  Virginia,  Ireland  and 
France,  Martin  Obrecht  having  been  born  in  the  last  named  country. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  Privates  Jonathan  Custer,  Christian  Hack, 
Perry  Hack.  Henry  Custer  and  James  L.  Trenor  enlisted  where  the  City 
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Hotel,  now  known  as  Hotel  Harlan,  stands.  The  oldest  volunteer  was  Peter 
H.  Longcor,  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  Hiram  Simmons,  who 
was  but  sixteen  at  time  of  enlistment.    The  Longcors  were  father  and  son. 

In  the  Spanish-American  and  Philippine  Wars,  Shelby  county  young 
men  showed  themselves  worthy  of  the  spirit  of  civil  war  times.  The  names 
of  those  enlisting,  together  with  places  of  residence,  company  and  regiment, 
are  herewith  given : 

Horace  G.  Baker,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Haslett  P.  Burke,  Rocky  Ford,  Colorado,  Company  12,  United  States 
Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 

Perry  A.  Black,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa. 

James  A.  Beebe,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa. 

William  J.  Copeland,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa. 

Dennis  J.  Cobb,  Irwin,  Company  I,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Frank  C.  Curtis,  Fairview  township,  Company  L,  Fifty-first  Iowa  In- 
fantry. 

Walter  C.  Davis,  Shelby,  Company. C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Charles  Dragoo,  Portsmouth,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Ralph  W.  Fuller,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

John  A.  Ganser,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

George  S.  Gibbs,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Joseph  B.  Greenlie.  Portsmouth,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

William  Hansen,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

William  J.  Manion,  Panama,  Company  E,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Burt  Petty,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Orville  H.  Plum,  Shelby,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Martin  T.  Sorensen,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Charles  Stanley.  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Howard  M.  Stiles,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

James  O.  Tallman,  Harlan,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Albert  C.  Walker,  Portsmouth,  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Louis  E.  Wyland,  Harlan.  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Infantry. 

Of  the  above  named  soldiers,  Harry  A.  Black  died  of  disease  September 
17,  1898,  at  the  field  hospital.  Presidio,  San  Francisco.  California,  and  John 
A.  Ganser  died  of  disease  at  the  same  place  September  tq,  1898.  George  S. 
Gibbs  became  company  quartermaster-sergeant,  and  was  transferred  to  the 
United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  as  first  class  sergeant  June  11,  iSgS. 
His  interesting  and  able  military  career  is  elsewhere  detailed.  James  A. 
Beebe  became  first  sergeant  of  his  company.  Corporal  Louis  E.  Wyland 
was  wounded  April  24.  i8ox).  at  Pulilan,  Philippine  islands. 
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POLITICS. 

In  the  early  days  in  Shelby  county,  men  took  their  partisan  politics 
almost  as  seriously  as  if  it  were  a  religious  matter.  Campaigns  were  man- 
aged in  a  greatly  different  way  from  what  they  are  now.  Before  the  coming 
of  the  Australian  ballot  law  in  1892,  each  party  had  a  separate  ballot  and  the 
party  workers  were  well  supplied  with  these  as  well  as  the  candidates  them- 
selves. These  ballots  were  usually  between  two  and  three  inches  wide  and 
ten  to  twelve  inches  long,  or  at  least  long  enough  to  have  printed  neatly  the 
names  of  the  respective  offices  and  the  candidates  aspiring  to  fill  them. 

We  often  hear  today  of  the  term  "scratching"  or  a  "scratched"  ballot. 
This  term  comes  down  to  us  from  the  days  before  the  Australian  ballot  sys- 
tem. In  the  early  days  a  voter  was  permitted  to  take  one  of  the  ballots,  draw 
a  pencil  mark  through  the  name  of  any  candidate  for  whom  he  was  unwilling 
to  vote,  and  to  write  in  the  name  of  another  candidate,  or  he  was  permitted 
to  paste  over  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom  he  did  not  wish  to  vote,  a 
paster  on  which  was  printed  the  name  of  the  rival  candidate.  Often,  and 
usually,  the  candidates  themselves,  or  their  friends,  had  ballots  already  pre- 
pared with  the  pasters  attached.  A  party  worker  at  that  time  could  "fix" 
and  deliver  a  ballot,  walk  up  with  the  voter  to  the  ballot  box  and  see  that  the 
ballot  was  actually  deposited  in  the  box,  so  that  if  a  man  were  inclined  to 
buy  a  vote,  either  with  money  or  whiskey,  he  could  be  sure  that  he  got  what 
he  bought. 

During  a  great  many  campaigns,  before  the  introduction  of  the  Aus- 
tralian ballot  system,  whiskey  was  used  to  a  large  extent,  sometimes  openlv, 
sometimes  "on  the  sly,"  and  sometimes  effectively  with  many  men.  It  was 
used,  of  course,  after  the  coming  of  the  Australian  system,  but  not  so  effec- 
tively, for  the  reason  that  it  could  not  be  known  what  the  voter  would  do 
when  he  once  was  in  the  voting  booth  marking  his  ballot  secretly.  The 
custom  has  obtained  in  Shelby  county  for  many  years  for  the  candidates  to 
treat  the  voters  to  cigars,  and  that  custom  obtains  yet  to  some  extent, 
although  it  is  believed  that  Shelby  county  is  one  of  the  very  few  counties  in 
the  state  to  maintain  this  custom,  which  has  proved  very  expensive  to  candi- 
dates for  office,  a  custom  which  many  good  men  are  inclined  to  condemn. 
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The  campaign  preceding  the  vote  on  the  proposed  prohibitory  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  Iowa  was  hotly  and  bitterly  contested  in  Shelby 
county.  Men  indulged  in  personalities,  such  as  have  probably  not  been 
known  in  any  campaign  since  that  time. 

One  of  the  very  notable  campaigns  in  Shelby  county  was  the  "free-silver" 
campaign  of  1896.  At  this  time  there  were  many  new  party  alignments,  men 
who  had  been  lifelong  Democrats  voting  for  President  McKinley,  and  others 
who  had  been  lifelong  Republicans  supporting  Hon.  W.  J.  Bryan  and  free 
silver. 

As  is  indicated  by  the  half  century  vote  on  President  in  Shelby  county, 
herein  set  forth,  the  county  has  been  comparatively  close  politically  from  the 
very  beginning. 

It  would  appear  that  the  men  belonging  to  the  following  pioneer  families 
were  Republicans :  A.  Johnson,  Hack,  M.  K.  Campbell,  Custer,  Waterbury, 
Johnston.  Red  held,  Bowman,  McConnell,  Truman,  Holcomb,  John  Fritz, 
Piatt  Wicks,  W.  J.  Davis,  Newby,  George  D.  Ross,  William  McGinness,  Mc- 
Cord,  Booth,  H.  Harrod,  Frost,  Paul,  Beckley,  Slates,  Bell,  Patterson,  Kin- 
sey,  M.  H.  Adams,  Bartlett,  Henry  Lee,  Gibbs,  Poling,  Ledwich,  McKeig, 
Thomas  Leytham,  George  M.  Williams,  C.  A.  Reed,  Charles  Kidd,  Keairnes. 
Swinehart,  Graves,  Penniston,  Ford,  McCoid,  Eliab  Myers.  Long,  Washing- 
ton Wyland,  Dr.  Bayer,  Dr.  R.  M.  Smith,  Buckman,  Irwin,  Chatburn. 

Of  the  early  pioneers,  men  of  the  following  families  were  Democrats: 
Wyland  (with  the  exception  of  Washington  Wyland),  Sunderland,  Louis, 
Caleb  Smith.  J.  J.  Miller,  Shorett,  Roundy,  McDonald,  Terrill,  Billeter, 
Cuppy,  Kimball,  J  )eSilva,  Tinsley,  Gish,  Swain,  Xance,  Kuhl,  Schmitz,  Berg- 
stresser,  Baughn,  Sweat,  McNaughton,  D.  Carter,  Rubendall,  Cleveland, 
George  S.  Barr,  Howlctt,  J.  O.  Ramsey,  Cox,  Richard  Leytham,  Malick,  Black, 
Obrecht,  Crandall,  J.  II.  Philson,  John  A.  Mcintosh. 

Among  the  prominent  members  of  the  Greenback  party  were  A.  N. 
Stamm,  J.  M.  Pratt  and  others. 

Political  speech-making  began  early  in  Shelby  county.  From  the  Council 
Bluffs  Nonpareil  one  learns  that  S.  A.  Rice.  Republican  candidate  for  at- 
torney-general of  Iowa,  was  billed  to  speak  at  both  Harlan  and  Shelbyville 
on  September  8.  1858,  and  from  the  same  source  it  appears  that  John  A 
Kasson  and  D.  O.  Finch,  opposing  candidates  for  Congress  in  the  fifth  dis- 
trict, were  scheduled  lor  a  joint  debate  at  Harlan  on  Thursday,  August  21, 
1862.  C.  C.  Xourse.  Republican  candidate  for  attorney-general,  also  ad- 
dressed the  people  of  Harlan  on  Saturday.  August  16,  1862. 

Subsequent  political  campaigns  have  brought  to  Shelby  county  many 
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famous  men.  Among  these  might  be  mentioned  Senator  William  B.  Allison, 
Senator  Jonathan  P.  Dolliver,  Hon.  W.  P.  Hepburn,  Hon.  M.  J.  Wade,  Sen- 
ator A.  B.  Cummins,  Senator  William  F.  Kenyon,  Major  Joseph  Lyman, 
Senator  Lafayette  Young,  Judge  Thurston,  Hon.  L.  M.  Shaw,  Hon.  F.  \V. 
Lehmann  (now  one  of  the  greatest  lawyers  of  America),  Hon.  Smith  Mc- 
pherson. Hon.  Claude  Porter,  Col.  John  H.  Keatley,  Hon.  Dan  Hamilton, 
Col.  W.  F.  Sapp,  Hon.  William  J.  Bryan  (who  came  to  Harlan  and  made 
a  speech  at  the  opera  house  very  early  in  his  political  career),  Hon.  B.  I. 
Sallinger  (recently  elected  to  the  state  supreme  court  of  Iowa).  John  A.. 
Kasson,  J.  W.  McDill,  J.  B.  Weaver,  C.  C.  Nourse,  William  Larrabee,  L.  G. 
Kinne,  Hon.  J.  C.  Burrows,  Buren  R.  Sherman,  Gov.  George  W.  Dark,  Con- 
gressmen Good,  Haugen  and  others :  Hon.  John  F.  Lacey  and  others. 

Perhaps  the  most  spectacular  campaign  was  that  of  1884,  known  as  the 
Blaine-Cleveland  campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Grover  Cleve- 
land as  President.  This  campaign  marked  the  culmination  of  the  torchlight 
processions,  marching  clubs,  mounted  clubs,  etc.  During  this  campaign  men 
indulged  in  a  great  many  personalities  and  jibes,  and  frequently  carried  in 
their  parades  banners  upon  which  appeared  many  "a  strange  device."  One 
of  the  greatest  events  occurring  during  this  campaign  in  western  Iowa  was 
the  Republican  rally  at  Harlan  in  1884,  which  is  well  described  by  a  local 
paper  of  the  time,  and  which,  in  order  to  give  the  spirit  of  the  times,  the 
author  quotes  as  a  part  of  this  chapter. 

This,  the  most  famous  political  "rally"  ever  held  in  Harlan  and  perhaps 
in  western  Iowa,  was  held  on  August  17,  1884.  This  well  illustrated  the 
exceedingly  serious  way  in  which  men  took  their  partisan  politics  in  those 
days.  There  were  on  this  occasion  one  thousand  five,  hundred  men  in  line 
with  torches,  and  it  is  said  that  the  number  would  have  been  two  thousand 
had  there  been  enough  torches  to  go  round.  A  newspaper  thus  describes  the 
event : 

"A  crowd  of  seven  thousand  people  witnessed  the  parade.  The  meet- 
ing was  in  honor  of  Blaine  and  Logan.  The  earliest  clubs  to  appear  were 
those  from  Defiance.  Astor,  Earling.  Irwin,  Panama  and  Kirkman,  all  of  the 
men  marching  being  called  "Plumed  Knights,"  in  allusion  to  the  sobriquet 
of  Blaine.  I^ater.  men  from  Portsmouth  appeared.  As  darkness  came  on 
they  were  joined  by  the  Harlan  Black  Ragle  Legion,  of  three  hundred  men, 
and  the  Harlan  Ladies'  Blaine  and  Logan  club,  consisting  of  forty-five  ladies. 
Then  arrived  the  mounted  Guards  of  Lincoln,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
George  D.  Ross,  with  Michael  Hcadley  at  the  head  with  a  big  rooster  perched 
on  a  pole,  with  a  banner  on  top.  inscribed  "Crowing  Over  Ohio,"  and  very 
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soon  after  came  the  mounted  Cohorts  of  Corley,  under  command  of  Dr.  Piper 
and  carrying  appropriate  banners.  Those  present,  amid  great  cheers  from 
the  people,  were  marshaled  into  line  of  march  by  Commander  Mosby  and 
w  ent  to  the  depot  to  escort  the  companies  expected  on  the  train. 

"Nearly  seven  hundred  filed  out  of  the  cars  at  the  depot.  Of  the  com- 
panies which  came  on  this  train  there  were  two  hundred  uniformed  Knights 
from  Shelby,  with  John  Sandham  as  flag  bearer,  and  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  S.  D.  Abbott.  There  was  also  the  Avoca  corps,  composed  of  the 
Avoca  Plumed  Knights,  Avoca  Ladies  Club  and  Avoca  Cadets,  which  num- 
bered about  four  hundred,  with  the  Walnut  and  Marne  Knights  and  mem- 
bers of  clubs  from  Hancock  and  Carson,  numbering  about  fifty  more. 

"One  of  the  tableaus  was  represented  by  a  large  wagon  drawn  by  four 
handsome  horses.  Upon  the  wagon  was  a  large  platform,  handsomely  draped 
and  decorated,  upon  which  stood  a  stately  and  beautiful  young  lady  dressed 
to  represent  the  'Goddess  of  Liberty.'  She  carried  a  banner  on  which  was 
inscribed,  'We  Don't  Want  Free  Trade.'  Opposite  the  'Goddess  of  Liberty' 
was  a  very  tall,  middle  aged  man  dressed  as  'Uncle  Sam,'  carrying  a  banner 
with  a  motto  to  answer  that  of  the  'Goddess  of  Liberty,'  inscribed,  'Not 
Much.'  Immediately  following  the  protection  tableau,  was  one  to  repre- 
sent free  trade,  which  consisted  of  an  old  ramshackle  vehicle,  to  which  was 
attached  a  couple  of  spavined,  ringboned  and  knock-kneed  'crow  baits,'  with 
old  harness  rope  lines.  In  this  wonderful  chariot  were  the  driver  and  three 
boys,  all  in  rags,  who  looked  as  woebegone  as  they  could  get  themselves 
up.  They  carried  a  large  banner  upon  which  was  inscribed,  'Fre  Traid.' 
As  a  take-off,  it  created  much  merriment.  A  juvenile  tableau  of  Protection, 
followed,  consisting  of  a  platform,  mounted  on  wheels,  on  which  were  seated 
a  little  boy  and  girl,  dressed  as  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  and  Uncle  Sam,  with 
appropriate  mottos  on  the  sides  of  their  car.  This  was  loudly  cheered.  The 
procession  marched  to  the  opera  house  four  abreast  and  when  the  head  of 
the  column  had  reached  the  opera  house  th<  foot  of  the  column  had  not  come 
up  the  hill  by  the  depot.  The  Harlan  Cornet  Band  led  the  way,  and  fine 
martial  bands  from  Avoca,  Defiance,  Portsmouth,  Shelby  and  Irwin  followed. 

"A  platform  had  been  erected  in  the  street  opposite  the  opera  house  and 
from  this  the  procession  was  reviewed  by  General  Baker,  candidate  for  at- 
torney-general, and  Judge  Lyman,  our  next  congressman,  who  each,  in  turn, 
addressed  the  great  crowd.  Judge  N.  W.  Macy  also  addressed  the  crowd 
eloquently.  In  the  large  room  of  Lamm  Brothers,  good  coffee  and  ham 
sandwiches  were  dealt  out  freely  to  the  people.  The  transparencies  were 
very  attractive  and  numerous  and  the  following  mottoes  were  displayed: 
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'Brains  vs.  Neck/  'Education  vs.  Ignorance,'  'Loyalty  vs.  Treason,'  'Protec- 
tion vs.  Free  Trade,'  'i86o— Lyman  at  the  Front,  Pusey  at  Home/  '1884 — 
Lyman  Again  at  the  Front,  Pusey  Lost;  'Ohio  Redeemed  by  12,000  Repub- 
lican Majority,'  'Affidavits  for  Sale  by  J.  N.  Baldwin,'  'Oscar  May  Want 
Cleveland,  but  We  Don't,'  'Westphalia  120  Votes  for  Lyman,'  'On  to  Vic- 
tory,' 'The  Woods  are  Full  of  'Em,'  'For  a  Pure  Ballot,'  'Iowa  is  Solid,'  'The 
Boys  in  Blue  are  for  Logan,'  'We  Crow  for  Ohio,'  'Civil  Service  Reform.* 
'English  Gold  Wants  Free  Trade,'  'Keep  the  Rascals  Out,'  'Protect  Our 
Home  Markets,*  'Free  Trade  is  Ireland's  Curse,'  'Shall  Johnny  Bull  Rule?' 
'The  Irish  are  With  Us,'  'Democratic  Taffy  Soured  on  Pat,'  'The  G,  B. 
Party  is  Dead — Democracy  Owns  the  Corpse,'  'We  are  for  Jim  and  Jack,' 
'For  Grover's  Record  Ask  Bro.  Beecher,'  'For  Liberty,  but  Not  for  Liber- 
tine,' 'No  Fire-in-the-Rear  Men  Need  Apply,'  'Botna  Valley  Booms  for 
Lyman,'  'No  Kangaroo  Ticket  for  Us,'  'Ohio  is  Ours,'  'The  Ninth  Will  be 
Redeemed,'  Tut  Pusey  in  his  Little  Mint  Bed,'  'No  Pension  to  Rebels,* 
'Democratic  Diet  After  November' — Cleveland  Crow,  Butler  Buzzard  and 
St.  John  Soup.' 

"There  were  a  number  of  pictorial  transparencies  also.  One  repre- 
sented the  picture  of  a  hideous  reptile;  underneath  were  the  words  'A  Copper- 
head,' and  on  the  body  of  it  were  the  words,  'Pusey,  Cleveland.  Hendricks.' 
Another  represented  an  old  goose,  with  the  word,  'Hiss-s-s-s*  on  her  beak, 
and  underneath  were  the  words,  'A  Quack.'  On  the  body  of  the  goose  was 
the  single  word,  'Pusey.'  On  the  other  side  of  it  was  the  legend :  'This 
goose  will  be  cooked  November  4.'  Portraits  of  Blaine  and  Logan  were  also 
shown.  Lamm  Brothers  were  thanked  for  the  free  use  of  their  large  room. 
D.  F.  Paul,  who  was  a  drummer  boy  in  the  United  States  army  in  the  Civil 
War,  played  in  the  procession. 

"The  Democratic  club  showed  excellent  spirit  by  loaning  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  their  torches."  Tt  was  stated  that  the  palm  for  the  best  drilled  com- 
pany should  be  properly  awarded  to  Shelby,  but  that  Defiance  was  a  close 
second.  The  paper  contains  this  interesting  item:  "The  ladies  of  Harlan 
were  especially  pleased  at  the  handsome  manner  in  which  the  Shelby  Club 
doffed  their  helmets  at  the  word  of  command."  Roger's  Martial  band  was 
on  hand.  Henry  McGinness  was  one  of  the  hardest  workers  for  the  success 
of  the  occasion.  Capt.  O.  F.  Graves  was  praised  for  the  splendid  illumina- 
tion of  his  store  windows,  also  11.  M.  Cook  for  a  light  hung  on  the  top  of  his 
highest  tree.  Miss  Hillc.  who  was  the  Goddess  of  Liberty,  was  highly  praised 
for  the  splendid  way  in  which  she  took  her  part,  as  was  J.  H.  Bates,  who  got 
up  the  car  and  impersonated  "Uncle  Sam."  and  H.  M.  Locke,  who  drove 
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the  horses.  About  fifty  men,  in  lieu  of  torches,  carried  brooms.  "There 
were  only  about  half  a  dozen  intoxicated  persons  in  the  town." 

At  the  general  election  of  August  7,  1854,  Augustus  Hall,  candidate  for 
Congress,  received  forty-three  votes,  and  Rufus  B.  Clark  had  nine  votes,  and 
at  the  general  election  of  August,  1856,  J.  L.  Curtis,  candidate  for  Congress, 
had  forty-six  votes;  Augustus  Hall,  five  votes;  Samuel  R.  Curtis  had  six 
votes,  and  Samuel  Jones  two  votes. 

In  1857,  forty-four  votes  were  cast  for  finishing  the  court  house  at  Shelby  - 
ville,  and  forty-seven  votes  against  finishing  it.  At  the  election  of  April,  185ft, 
thirty-seven  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  permitting  the  county  judge  to  borrow 
three  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  building  a  court  house  at  Shelbyville,  and 
sixty-five  votes  were  cast  against  giving  such  permission.  At  the  same  elec- 
tion, sixty-two  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  letting  stock  run  at  large,  and 
fifty-one  votes  against. 

The  vote  for  President  and  Vice-President  in  Shelby  county,  begin- 
ning at  the  election  of  November  2,  1856,  to  date,  is  as  follows: 


1856 — John  C.  Fremont.  Republican   62 

James  Buchanan,  Democrat    10, 

i860 — Abraham  Lincoln,  Republican    100 

Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Democrat   64 

1864 — Abraham  Lincoln,  Republican   61 

George  B.  McClellan,  Democrat   78 

1868— U.  S.  Grant,  Republican   153 

Horatio  Seymour,  Democrat   129 

1872 — LT.  S.  Grant,  Republican   379 

Horace  Greeley.  Democrat  and  Liberal   138 

1876 — R.  B.  Hayes.  Republican   896 

Samuel  J.  Tilden.  Democrat   631 

1880 — James  A.  Garfield.  Republican  1,499 

W.  S.  Hancock,  Democrat   963 

1884 — James  G.  Blaine,  Republican  1.802 

Grover  Cleveland.  Democrat   1.741 

1888 — Benjamin  Harrison.  Republican   1,714 

Grover  Cleveland.  Democrat   1.762 

1892 — Benjamin  Harrison.  Republican   1.674 

Grover  Cleveland.  Democrat  1.890 

1896 — William  McKinley.  Republican  2,016 

William  J.  Bryan.  Democrat  2,172 
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1900 — William  McKinley,  Republican  2,182 

William  J.  Bryan,  Democrat  2,010 

1904 — Theodore  Roosevelt,  Republican  2,310 

Alton  B.  Parker,  Democrat  1,584 

1908 — William  H.  Tart,  Republican  *>973 

William  J.  Bryan,  Democrat  1,935 

191 2 — William  H.  Taft,  Republican   862 

Theodore  Roosevelt,  Progressive  1,061 

Woodrow  Wilson,  Democrat  1,819 


Among  the  men  who  have  served  the  Democratic  party  as  county  chair 
men  have  been :  Thomas  McDonald,  G.  W.  Cullison,  Dr.  E.  A.  Cobb,  C.  F. 
Swift,  W.  F.  Cleveland,  O.  P.  Wyland,  S.  B.  Morrissey  and  perhaps  others. 
Among  the  Republican  chairmen  have  been  R.  W.  Robins,  W.  J.  Davis  (re- 
peatedly at  intervals  over  a  very  long  period  of  years),  W.  Gammon,  L.  T-I 
Pickard,  L.  C.  Lewis,  Dr.  F.  A.  Bayer,  A.  F.  Holcomb,  and  others. 

In  1866  Hon.  G.  Smith  Stanton,  a  son  of  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  was 
in  Harlan  during  the  progress  of  a  political  campaign  then  on  in  Shelby 
county.  In  his  book,  "When  the  Wildwood  Was  in  Flower,"  he  gives  his 
recollections  as  follows: 

"In  the  fall  following  my  arrival  in  the  Hawkeye  state  there  was  a  hot 
political  contest  going  on,  and  I  attended  one  of  the  meetings  at  Harlan,  the 
county  seat  of  Shelby  county.  Speaking  of  Harlan,  I  will  never  forget  the 
way  they  distributed  the  mail.  The  postoffice  was  in  the  hotel  where  I 
stopped.  The  'postoffice'  consisted  of  two  dry  goods  boxes,  one  where  you 
deposited  the  mail  and  the  other  where  you  got  it.  When  the  mail  carrier 
arrived,  he  would  hand  the  pouch  to  the  postmaster,  who  was  the  proprietor 
of  the  hotel,  also  hostler  and  waiter  combined.  The  combination  postmaster 
proprietor,  hostler  and  waiter  would  dump  the  mail  into  one  of  the  boxes, 
and  whenever  a  citizen  called  for  his  mail  he  would  dig  into  the  dry  goods 
box,  look  over  its  contents  and  take  what  mail  belonged  to  him,  and  thus 
the  mail  in  the  early  sixties  was  distributed  in  the  shire-town  of  Shelby 
county. 

"I  naturally  have  heard  in  my  life  many  political  issues  discussed,  but 
I  never  heard  of  a  nightshirt  being  an  issue  until  that  night  at  Harlan.  There 
was  a  joint  debate  between  the  two  opposing  candidates  for  representative  in 
the  Legislature.  The  district  generally  went  Republican.  The  Democratic 
candidate  was  a  farmer,  the  Republican  candidate  a  lawyer.   The  majority  of 
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voters  were  farmers.  Many  of  them  had  never  heard  of  a  nightshirt,  let 
alone  owning  one.  In  the  heat  of  a  former  debate  the  Democratic  candidate 
had  charged  his  opponent  with  being  an  aristocrat,  in  that  he  wore  a  night- 
shirt. The  Republican  candidate  at  first  denied  it,  but  at  the  Harlan  meeting 
the  Democratic  candidate  produced  the  necessary  proof,  and  from  that 
moment  the  Republican  candidate's  chances  were  doomed;  in  fact,  if  I  rec- 
ollect rightly,  he  withdrew  from  the  contest." 
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SOME  FORMER  RESIDENTS  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY   AND  THEIR  ACHIEVEMENTS. 


MISS  ISABELLA  BEATON.  , 

Miss  Isabella  Beaton,  for  a  number  of  years,  was  a  resident  of  Harlan, 
where  she  taught  music,  sang  in  the  choir  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
was  an  active  worker  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  She  has  become 
famous  not  only  for  her  instrumental  music  on  the  piano,  but  for  her  musical 
compositions,  which  arc  now  played  in  concert  by  many  of  the  best  artists 
and  orchestras  of  the  world.  The  Musical  Leader  says  of  her  musical  com- 
positions:  "Her  Landler  is  a  favorite  program  piece,  as  is  her  Scherzo  for 
orchestra.  A  quartette  for  strings,  arranged  by  her,  has  been  played  by  the 
Betthelier  Quartette  of  Paris,  the  Wolfried  DeCarle  Quartette  of  Montreal, 
the  Jacobsohn  Quartette  of  Chicago,  and  many  others.  Mr.  Frederick 
Stock,  the  conductor  of  the  Thomas  Orchestra,  wrote  of  this  composition : 
'The  Allegro  Scherzando  for  strings  is  a  clean  as  well  as  clever  bit  of  musi- 
cal writing.'  She  has  met  with  much  success  with  her  Intermezzo,  Romanze 
(for  piano,  pipe  organ  and  violins),  Improvisations,  etc.  Her  opera,  'Ana- 
conda.' is  to  be  produced  this  year,  and  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  see  the  work  in  manuscript  and  to  read  the  story  are  enthusiastic  as  to  its 
future." 

Miss  Beaton  is  a  graduate  of  Grinnell  College,  where  she  made  a  fine 
record  as  a  student.  After  five  years  of  study  with  Moszkowski  and  other 
masters  in  Berlin  and  Paris,  she  returned  to  America,  where  she  completed 
the  undergraduate  course  in  Western  Reserve  University,  with  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  from  the  graduate  school  of  that  college.  Besides  this, 
may  be  mentioned  a  four-years'  post-graduate  course  in  literature  and  his- 
tory of  modem  romantic  and  Germanic  languages,  doing  original  research 
work  in  history  and  physics  in  the  department  of  sound.  And  all  this  intel- 
lectual power  and  development  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  her  composi- 
tions and  interpretations  upon  the  piano. 

Miss  Beaton  is  now  in  concert  and  recital  in  all  the  large  cities  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  the  musical  public  has  already  shown  its  ap- 
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preciation  of  her  merit  by  assuring  her  a  welcome  seldom  accorded  a  native 
artist.   Miss  Beaton's  tour  is  in  the  hands  of  Marc  Lagen,  of  New  York. 

HON.  CYRUS  BEARD. 

Hon.  Cyrus  Beard,  one  of  the  well-known  early  practitioners  of  law  in 
Harlan,  was  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  June  30,  1874.  In  1878,  after  practicing  law  in '  Washington,  Iowa, 
for  a  few  years,  he  came  to  Harlan  and  practiced  there  until  1890,  when  he 
removed  to  Evanston,  Wyoming,  where  he  engaged  in  practice.  While 
residing  in  this  city  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Wyom- 
ing for  a  term  of  eight  years,  commencing  in  January,  1905,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  like  term,  commencing  in  January,  191 3,  which  term  he  is  now  serving. 
He  was  chief  justice  for  the  last  two  years  of  his  first  term  and  will  serve 
again  as  chief  justice  for  the  last  two  years  of  his  present  term.  Mr.  Beard 
was  a  candidate  for  district  judge  in  Iowa  at  the  time  that  Judge  N.  W. 
Macy  was  nominated. 

REV.  PARK  W.  FISHER. 

Rev.  Park  W.  Fisher,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cary  William  Fisher,  better 
known  as  C.  Will  Fisher,  a  pioneer  photographer  of  Harlan,  was  born  in 
the  building  in  which  his  father  had  his  studio.  This  building  was  about 
where  Paul  Rettig's  harness  shop  now  stands,  the  date  of  Mr.  Fisher's  birth 
being  April  24,  1880.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Harlan.  In  1889 
the  family  removed  to  Demorest,  Georgia,  where  Mr.  Fisher  again  entered 
school,  completing  the  course  at  the  Demorest  Normal  School  in  1897.  Be- 
tween 1897  and  W7  he  worked  at  various  trades  in  Demorest  and  in  Atlanta. 
Georgia.  In  1907  he  entered  the  Atlanta  Theological  Seminary,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  Then  he  entered  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  Theological 
Seminary,  where  he  remained  one  year,  being  graduated  in  1910.  At  Atlanta 
June  7,  1910,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elinor  Sugg,  of  Tarboro,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  and  his  wife  then  came  to  Hindman,  Kentucky,  the  latter  part  of 
June,  19 10,  where  he  became  instructor  in  manual  training  in  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  settlement  school  of  that  city.  He  and  his  wife 
started  a  Sunday  school  three  miles  distant,  on  Mill  creek,  where  he  held 
preaching  services. 

As  readers  familiar  with  the  book  will  recall,  "The  Little  Shepherd  of 
Kingdom  Come"  lived  in  the  pine  mountains  of  eastern  Kentucky,  on  the 
north  fork  of  the  Kentucky  river.    About  fifty  miles  westward,  on  the  mid- 
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die  fork,  is  a  place  known  by  its  inhabitants  as  "Hell  fer  Sartin."  Half  way 
between  these,  and  a  little  north  of  them,  is  Hindman,  the  county  seat  of 
Knott  county.  Hindman  is  forty-five  miles  from  a  railroad,  the  nearest 
station  being  each  a  two-days'  journey  over  very  rough  mountain  roads.  In 
.  this  region  July  15,  1910,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  started  a  Sunday  school  of 
one  hundred  and  one  members.  They  had  no  Sunday  school  literature  and 
no  lesson  helps  and  each  Sunday  went  only  with  their  Bibles.  The  Sunday 
school  steadily  grew  and  at  Christmas  the  school  had  on  its  rolls  one  hundred 
and  seventy  names,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  seventy-five  each 
Sunday,  all  the  little  school  house  would  seat.  Through  the  generosity  of 
home  churches  in  Georgia,  New  York  and  Connecticut,  these  primitive  moun- 
tain people  were  enabled  to  have  their  first  Christmas  tree.  The  little  school 
house  filled  to  overflowing.  It  was  a  great  treat,  not  only  for  the  children 
but  for  the  older  persons,  isolated  as  they  had  been  all  their  lives.  An 
amusing  incident  is  this:  A  friend  in  Florida  sent  a  box  of  oranges,  and 
one  little  mountaineer  began  eating  his  orange  as  he  would  an  apple,  peeling 
and  all.  The  Sunday  school  grew  rapidly,  regardless  of  bad  weather,  mud 
and  poor  bridges,  fathers  and  mothers  coming  afoot  and  carrying  their  little 
children  two  or  three  miles.  On  one  occasion  a  dozen  men  met  at  the  cross- 
ing place  of  the  creek,  where  there  had  been  only  a  foot  log  and  made  a 
bridge  of  logs  with  a  plank  floor,  so  that  the  children  might  have  a  sure  and 
safe  way  for  crossing  the  creek  in  times  of  frequent  high  water.  Later  one 
man  offered  to  donate  all  the  logs  needed  to  build  a  "church  house"  and  a 
house  for  the  preacher.  Another  man  donated  the  ground  on  a  pretty  south- 
ern hillside  and  others  gave  the  use  of  their  teams  and  performed  labor 
sufficient  to  erect  the  church  and  parsonage.  In  October,  191 1,  Mr.  Fisher 
found  the  need  of  funds  very  urgent  and,  armed  with  fifty  lantern  slides 
made  from  pictures  taken  with  his  own  kodak  while  in  Kentucky,  he  started 
for  Xew  England,  where  he  met  a  hearty  response  from  friends  there. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  not  only  taught  these  people  and  their  children  in  the 
Sunday  school  and  preached  to  them  in  their  rude  church,  but  he  plans  for 
the  future  a  small  shop  in  which  they  can  construct  their  own  furniture  and 
where  men  and  boys  may  be  taught  the  use  of  tools  whereby  they  may  make 
things  for  their  homes;  a  brass  band  will  be  organized  and  instruction  pro- 
vided in  domestic  science,  sewing,  etc.  Mr.  Fisher  has  done  a  very  helpful 
and  creditable  work  and  he  and  his  wife  have  suffered  privations  of  which 
the  people  in  Shelby  county  know  but  little. 
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HON.  H.  W.  BYERS. 

One  of  the  former  residents  of  Shelby  county,  who  through  native 
ability  and  hard  work  has  achieved  great  distinction  and  brought  honor  upon 
the  county,  is  Hon.  H.  W.  Byers,  present  corporation  counsel  for  the  city 
of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Byers  was  born  at  Woodstock,  Richland  county,  Wis- 
consin, December  25,  1856.  His  father,  Andrew  Clinton  Byers,  was  a 
country  doctor.    His  mother  was  Mary  R.  Byers. 

After  some  years'  residence  in  Hancock  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Byers,  in  the 
fall  of  1877,  came  to  visit  a  friend  of  his  named  Heath,  then  residing  at  the 
town  of  Shelby.  Soon  after  his  arrival  there  Mr.  Byers  was  taken  sick 
with  typhoid  fever  for  some  weeks.  He  was  so  well  treated  by  the  people 
of  Shelby  that  he  decided  to  remain  in  the  county.  He  taught  the  Mort 
Keeney  country  school,  afterwards  teaching  other  country  schools,  one  or 
two  of  which  were  in  Westphalia  township.  While  teaching  in  Westphalia, 
Mr.  Byers  became  acquainted  with  S.  H.  Watters,  now  practicing  medicine 
at  Irwin,  and  then  running  a  little  drug  store  on  the  north  side  of  the  square. 
Mr.  Byers  used  to  come  in  from  Westphalia  on  Friday  night  and  help  in  the 
drug  store  on  Saturday,  thus  becoming  acquainted  with  the  Harlan  business 
men.  He  also  was  clerk  in  the  Bechtel  hardware  store,  which  was  then 
where  the  Hansen  &  Hansen  hardware  store  now  is.  He  was  clerk  for 
Blotcky  Brothers  on  Market  street  also,  and  later  for  French  &  True,  in  the 
store  known  as  the  "Golden  Opportunity,"  located  where  the  Shelby  County 
Bank  now  stands.  For  some  years  Mr.  Byers  was  in  business  in  Earling, 
and  while  at  Earling  determined  to  study  law.  which  he  did  later,  in  the  law 
office  of  Macv  &  Gammon  at  Harlan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May, 
1888. 

In  his  early  days  of  practice  fcfr.  Byers  had  charge  of  the  defense  in 
several  very  important  and  interesting  criminal  cases,  including  defense  of  a 
young  Norwegian  who  was  indicted  for  burning  the  barn  of  George  Eokars; 
the  defense  of  Cumberland,  who  murdered  the  Robertsons;  and  also  the 
defense  of  Elmer  Terrell.  The  young  Norwegian  was  acquitted;  Cumber- 
land was,  after  several  years,  finally  hanged,  and  Terrell  was  finally  found 
insane  and  is  still  confined  in  one  of  the  state  hospitals  for  the  insane.  In 
the  first  trial  of  the  Terrell  case  this  defendant  was  found  guilty  of  murder, 
but  when  the  district  judge  came  to  pass  sentence  Mr.  Byers  objected  to  the 
sentence  on  the  ground  that  Terrell  was  then  insane,  even  if  he  was  not  at 
the  time  the  jury  found  him  guilty.    It  is  likely  that  this  is  the  first  time  that 
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this  question  had  ever  been  raised,  and  the  district  judge  held  it  a  proper 
objection  and  called  a  jury  to  try  again  the  question  of  Terrell's  sanity.  On 
the  second  trial  the  jury  found  Terrell  insane. 

The  first  political  experience  of  Mr.  Byers  was  to  run  for  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Westphalia  township.  He  ran  as  a  Republican  and  was  probably 
the  first  as  well  as  the  last  Republican  ever  elected  to  a  township  office  in  that 
township.  He  also  served  as  the  first  Republican  delegate  from  that  town- 
ship ever  sent  to  a  county  convention.  Mr.  Byers.  was  a  candidate  for  the 
lower  house  of  the  twenty- fourth  General  Assembly,  but  was  defeated  by 
Hon.  J.  H.  Louis.  Running  again  for  the  twenty-fifth  General  Assembly, 
he  was  elected  and  had  the  honor  in  the  organization  of  this  assembly  to  be 
chosen  speaker  pro  tern  by  the  unanimous  vote,  of  both  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  members  of  the  house,  by  virtue  of  which  election  Mr.  Byers 
frequently  presided  during  the  absence  of  Speaker  Stone.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  twenty-sixth  General  Assembly,  at  the  opening  of  which  he  was  elected 
speaker  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  the  Republicans  and  Democrats,  this 
being  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  state  that  a  speaker  was  chosen  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

So  fair  and  impartial  was  Mr.  Byers  in  his  rulings  during  that  session 
of  the  Legislature  that  l>oth  the  Democrats  and  Republicans,  not  only,  as  is 
the  usual  courtesy,  voted  him  the  gavel  and  chair  used  during  the  session." 
but  also  presented  him  with  a  magnificent  gold  watch  as  a  token  of  their 
appreciation.  In  both  sessions  of  the  Legislature  in  which  Mr.  Byers  served 
he  introduced  and  pressed  for  passage  many  bills  which  became  law  and 
protected  the  best  interests  of  the  j>eople  in  many  ways,  including  anti-trust 
legislation;  protecting  consumers  against  the  sale  of  impure  meats;  protect- 
ing the  public  against  bad  banking,  and  providing  for  the  inspection  of  pri- 
vate banks,  etc. 

As  attorney-general  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Byers  made  a  most  enviable  record 
as  a  leader  of  law  enforcement.  For  instance,  he  put  an  end  to  the  Sunday 
saloon,  the  all-night  saloon,  and  sturdily  fought  the  open  gambling  house. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  state  he  appeared  for  the  state  in  be- 
half of  Iowa  shippers  before  the  inter-state  commerce  commission.  He  de- 
fended in  the  courts  assaults  made  on  the  pure  food  law,  the  pure  drug  act. 
the  stock  food  law,  the  hotel  inspection  law,  the  anti-pass  law,  and  the  in- 
determinate sentence  act,  the  constitutionality  of  all  of  which  was  questioned. 
He  forced  payment  to  the  state  of  approximately  one  hundred  and  fiftv 
thousand  dollars  of  fees  due  it.  more  than  had  been  collected  by  the  office  in 
all  the  previous  years  of  its  existence.    He  achieved  much  fame  by  his 
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rigorous  prosecution  of  the  Mabray  gang,  the  greatest  "bunco  gang"  that 
ever  existed. 

In  1908  Mr.  Byers  was  chosen  temporary  chairman  of  the  Republican 
state  convention,  held  March  1,  at  Des  Moines. 

Since  leaving  the  attorney-general's  office,  Mr.  Byers  has  devoted  his 
time  to' the  important  legal  business  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  as  corpora- 
tion counsel,  and  to  the  general  practice  of  law  in  Des  Moines.  Upon  his 
appointment  he  assisted  in  presenting  to  the  supreme  court  the  case  involving 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  Des  Moines  Street  Railway  Company  had  a 
perpetual  right  to  operate  its  system  in  the  city.  The  supreme  court  finally 
rendered  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  city,  thus  ending  a  controversy  that  had 
been  on  for  nearly  sixteen  years. 

Next  to  the  Consolidated  Gas  case  of  New  York  City,  the  gas  case  of 
Des  Moines  was  probably  the  most  important  rate  case  tried  in  the  United 
States,  in  which  Mr.  Byers  represented  the  city  of  Des  Moines.  The  city 
council  of  Des  Moines  reduced  the  price  of  gas  from  one  dollar  to  ninety 
cents,  whereupon  the  gas  company  sought  to  enjoin  the  enforcement  of  the 
ordinance.  The  hearing  before  Judge  Sloan,  as  master  of  chancery,  covered 
a  period  of  nearly  eight  months.  The  gas  company  was  represented  in  the 
trial  by  Judge  Carr.  William  Reed  and  by  Mr.  Doughirt,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Mr.  N.  T.  Guernsey,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Mr.  Guernsey  is  now  general 
counsel  for  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company.  The  trial 
resulted  in  a  complete  victory  for  the  city  of  Des  Moines.  It  was  twice  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  both  times  decided  for  the  city, 
and  for  a  third  time  is  now  finally  pending  there. 

Mr.  Byers  also  had  charge  of  the  condemnation  of  the  local  water 
plant.  It  was  tried  by  three  district  judges,  the  trial  covering  a  period  of 
several  months,  the  company  having  first  tried,  through  the  federal  courts, 
to  enjoin  the  city  from  proceeding.'  The  case  in  the  federal  court  was  first 
heard  by  three  federal  judges  sitting  at  Council  Bluffs,  and  later  was  heard 
by  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  sitting  at  St.  Paul,  the  result  in  each  instance 
being  favorable  to  the  city.  The  case  is  still  pending,  however,  awaiting 
favorable  vote  of  the  people  on  the  purchase  of  the  water  plant. 

An  exciting  case  arose  soon  after  Mr.  Byers  became  corporation  coun- 
sel, when  the  street  railway  company  engaged  in  a  controversy  with  its  em- 
ployes over  the  discharge  of  a  conductor.  The  fight  became  very  bitter, 
ending  in  a  strike  that  completely  tied  up  the  street  railway.  Mobs  were 
surging  through  the  streets  and  riot  and  bloodshed  were  imminent.  Mr. 
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Byers  became  convinced  that  a  court  of  equity  had  jurisdiction  and  power 
to  deal  with  this  situation  and  to  compel  the  operation  of  the  street  railway. 
Petition  was  accordingly  prepared  and  filed  and  presented  to  Judge  DeGraff, 
who  signed  a  writ  carrying  out  the  idea  of  Mr.  Byers.  Within  thirty  min- 
utes after  the  writ  was  signed  and  extra  papers  were  on  the  streets  an- 
nouncing the  injunction  order  of  the  court,  the  mob  had  dispersed,  the 
streets  were  clear  and  everything  was  quiet.  The  injunction  order  directed 
obeyance  and  compliance  by  a  certain  hour  the  following  day.  Promptly  at 
that  time  the  street  cars  began  running  all  over  Des  Moines  and  no  trouble 
has  since  occurred.  Mr.  Byers  regards  this  as  probably  the  most  important 
service  he  ever  rendered  the  city.  The  proceedings  were  entirely  unusual  and 
a  great  many  good  lawyers  concluded  that  the  court  was  entirely  without 
jurisdiction.  Mr.  Byers,  however,  sustained  his  contention  that  at  such 
times  the  city  and  public  is  an  interested  party,  and  that  the  business  of  the 
public  may  be  protected  by  a  court  of  equity. 

During  the  term  of  Mr.  Byers  as  corporation  counsel,  he  prepared  the 
bill  enacted  into  law  having  for  its  purpose  the  abatement  of  the  smoke 
nuisance.  He  also  prepared  and  is  enforcing  an  ordinance  requiring  the 
telephone  and  telegraph  companies  to  pay  rental  to  the  city  for  the  space 
used  by  their  poles  and  wires. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  the  people  of  Des  Moines  living  south  of  the 
Des  Moines  and  Raccoon  rivers  have  been  asking  for  a  safe  way  over  the 
tracks  of  the  railroads  to  the  business  part  of  the  city.  In  order  to  reach  the 
business  portion  of  the  city,  ten  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand  people  must 
cross  fifteen  or  twenty  railroad  tracks,  over  which  travel  is  very  dangerous. 
Nearly  twenty  years  ago  proceedings  were  brought  to  compel  the  railroads 
to  build  viaducts  over  their  tracks,  but  for  some  reason  the  railroad  com- 
mission of  the  state  could  never  be  brought  to  see  the  necessity  of  such  via- 
ducts, except  as  to  four  or  five  of  the  new  tracks.  Shortly  after  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Byers  this  viaduct  matter  was  turned  over  to  him,  fol- 
lowing which  several  hearings  were  had  before  the  railroad  commission. 
Two  members  of  the  board.  Ketchum  and  Palmer,  decided  against  the  city, 
and  Clifford  Thome  in  favor  of  the  city.  This  dissenting  opinion  by  Thome 
gave  Mr.  Byers  courage  to  apply  for  a  rehearing.  Pending  this  rehearing, 
he  was  able  to  secure  a  compromise  with  the  railroads,  and  the  viaducts  are 
now  in  course  of  construction.  This  is  likely  regarded  by  the  people  of  Des 
Moines  as  a  large  accomplishment. 

Mr.  Byers  lias  found  time  to  ally  himself  with  the  several  commercial 
and  civic  leagues,  and  prepared  petitions  and  ordinances  providing  for  rest- 
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rooms,  and,  in  a  general  way,  has  been  devoting  much  time  and  energy  to 
those  things  that  tend  to  make  Des  Moines  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

REV.  ALVA  W.  TAYLOR. 

Rev.  Alva  W.  Taylor  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  S.  Taylor,  pioneer 
residents  of  Lincoln  township,  but  now  residing  in  Harlan.  After  attending 
the  country  schools  of  Lincoln  township  and  teaching  one  or  two  terms  of 
country  school  in  Shelby  county,  he  entered  Drake  University  in  1896,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  later.  He  took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  the  University  of  Chicago.  He  took  part  in  the  political  campaign 
of  1896,  espousing  the  cause  of  "free  silver."  While  in  college  he  was  es- 
pecially active  in  the  work  of  the  literary  societies.  To  him  belongs  the 
honor  of  having,  in  conjunction  with  Prof.  J.  Amherst  Ott  and  others,  or- 
ganized the  Midland  Lyceum  Bureau  of  Des  Moines,  which  has  become 
one  of  the  great  lecture  course  and  chautauqua  organizations  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Taylor  held  pastorates  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  commonly  known 
as  the  Christian  church,  in  two  different  suburbs  of  Chicago.  Later  he  was 
pastor  of  the  Christian  church  at  Norwood,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  subse- 
quently at  Eureka.  Illinois.  While  pastor  at  Cincinnati  he  organized  a 
school  for  boot-blacks  and  newsboys,  and  while  at  F.ureka,  Illinois,  ,he 
helped  to  organize  the  first  chautauqua  held  there,  and  also  assisted  in  estab- 
lishing there  a  camp  for  poor  children  from  Chicago,  and  brought  out  there 
and  helped  care  for  many  of  them  during  a  period  of  two  weeks.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, together  with  another  worker  named  Sharp,  raised  an  endowment  for  a 
Bible  college  in  the  State  University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia.  Missouri,  in 
which  Bible  college  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  teaching  ever  since  its  organization. 
He  conducts  a  department  in  a  religious  journal  known  as  The  Christian 
Evangelist,  of  St.  T^onis.  to  which  he  contributes  articles  on  the  general 
topic  of  "Social  Service."  He  also  furn;shes  social  service  applications  of 
the  Sunday  school  lesson  for  The  Front  Rank,  the  Sunday  school  paper  of 
the  Christian  church.  Mr.  Taylor  has  also  found  time  at  intervals  of  his 
very  busy  life  to  bring  out  a  book  entitled.  "Social  Side  of  Christian  Mis- 
sions," which  has  been  adopted  as  one  of  the  standard  works  by  the  Christ- 
ian Foreign  Missionary  Society.  Mr.  Taylor  is  an  unusually  ready  and  elo- 
quent speaker  and  frequently  appears  on  chautauqua  programs  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 
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C.  M.  CHRISTENSEN. 

C.  M.  Christensen  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chris  Christensen,  of  Har- 
lan, Iowa.  Mr.  Christensen  served  two  terms  as  county  recorder  of  Shelby 
county,  after  which  he  removed  to  Wayne,  Nebraska,  where  he  continued  a 
real  estate  business,  which  he  had  developed,  and  also  took  charge  of  a  dis- 
trict management  for  the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Mil- 
waukee, covering  a  large  number  of  counties  in  northeastern  Nebraska, 
where  he  had  charge  of  a  large  number  of  sub-agents.  Mr.  Christensen  all 
of  the  time  kept  investing  in  land  in  Nebraska  and  in  Minnesota.  He  has 
now  relinquished  the  management  of  the  insurance  company  business,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  his  other  interests  demanded  his  time.  He  now  owns  in  the 
state  of  Minnesota  eleven  quarter  sections  of  land.  He  has  the  land  all  leased 
and  it  is  farmed  according  to  his  directions,  which  he  executes  through  a 
graduate  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  of  the  University  of  Nebraska. 
This  director  receives  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  month  and,  in  addi- 
tion,  ten  per  cent,  of  the  income  from  the  farm. 

S.  B.  MORRISSEY. 

S.  B.  Morrissey,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Audubon,  Iowa,  spent  his 
early  life  in  Polk  township,  Shelby  county,  in  what  was  then  known  as 
"Irish  Ridge."  He  served  as  deputy  clerk  under  O.  P.  Wyland  and  subse- 
quently was  elected  clerk,  which  office  he  filled  for  two  terms.  He  has  al- 
ways been  active  and  prominent  in  the  Democratic  politics  of  the  state  and, 
previously,  of  Shelby  county.  In  1904  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic state  central  committee. 

MISS  BESSIE  BROWN. 

Miss  Bessie  Brown,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  B.  Brown,  of  Harlan, 
is  performing  a  very  useful  service  in  the  deaconess  work  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  She  lectures  extensively  and  is  a  pleasing  speaker.  Miss 
Brown,  for  some  years,  taught  in  the  Navajo  Indian  schools  of  New  Mexico. 

MRS.  GUY  W.  SARVIS. 

Mrs.  Guy  W.  Sarvis,  formerly  Miss  Pearle  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  S.  Taylor,  of  Harlan,  is  now  at  Nankin,  China,  engaged,  to- 
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gether  with  her  husband,  in  the  work  of  missions.  Her  husband,  by  the  way, 
who  preached  for  some  time  in  the  Christian  church  at  Harlan,  had  an  in- 
teresting article  in  The  Outlook,  the  well-known  magazine,  of  some  months 
ago,  on  a  topic  treating  of  conditions  in  China.  Miss  Grace  Taylor  has  also 
begun  missionary  work  in  China.  She  is  also  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  S.  Taylor. 

REV.  P.  C.  NELSON. 

Rev.  P.  C.  Nelson,  linguist  and  evangelist,  was  born  at  El  I  its  H:>i,  Den- 
mark, January  28,  1868.  and  arrived  with  his  parents  at  Avoca,  Iowa,  on 
August  2,  1872.  The  family  first  made  their  home  in  a  cave  in  Cuppy's 
Grove  just  south  of  the  place  owned  by  Peter  Hansen.  Later  th(  family 
removed  to  another  cave  in  a  hill  just  west  of  the  place  of  Peter  Jensen. 
Many  a  night  were  they  awakened  by  the  howling  of  wolves  digging  into  the 
roof  of  the  cave. .  They  next  lived  in  a  little  house  built  just  west  of  Cuppy's 
bridge  over  the  Nishnabotna  river.  This  house  was  afterwards  moved  across 
that  stream  and  later  enlarged  and  became  the  permanent  home  of  this  fam- 
ily, which  suffered  much  from  poverty  and  adversity,  the  father  dying  by 
accident  July  16,  1879,  and  other  misfortunes  following  in  quick  succession. 
This  was  the  home  of  T.  K.  Nelson,  an  inventive  genius  of  whom  Harlan 
has  reason  to  be  proud,  organizer  and  president  of  the  Nelson  Gas  Engine 
and  Automobile  Company;  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Adkins,  of  Minneapolis,  wife  of 
a  noted  violin  maker  and  mother  of  a  family  gifted  as  professional  musi- 
cians, and  of  Rev.  P.  C.  Nelson  (Christopher),  now  known  all  over  this 
country  as  a  linguist  and  evangelist. 

Mr.  Nelson,  in  the  summer  of  1882,  herded  cattle  for  "Bill"  Moore  on  a 
ranch  eight  miles  west  of  Audubon.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Cass  &  McArthur,  of  Harlan,  to  learn  carriage  and  sign  painting,  the  firm 
at  that  time  doing  a  large  business  as  manufacturers  of  buggies,  carriages, 
wagons  and  all  kinds  of  farm  machinery.  It  was  during  this  apprenticeship 
that  Mr.  Nelson  became  interested  in  education,  in  telegraphy,  and  later  in 
religious  matters.  •  He  went  rapidly  through  the  grades  of  the  Harlan 
schools  and  then  taught  a  term  of  school  in  the  school  house  known  as  the 
Brown  school,  fourteen  miles  southeast  of  Harlan.  In  June,  1889,  he 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  Trotter  school  house,  five  miles  southeast  of 
Harlan,  and  in  the  same  summer  preached  several -times  in  Cuppy's  Grove, 
Bowman's  Grove  and  Harlan,  then  going  to  the  Baptist  Seminary  at  Chicago. 
From  Chicago  in  1890  he  went  to  Denison  University,  Granville,  Ohio,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1897. 
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In  1902  he  graduated  from  the  Rochester  Theological  Seminary  at  Roches- 
ter, New  York.  As  a  student  he  especially  distinguished  himself  in  the  lan- 
guages, acquiring  a  good  knowledge  of  Latin,  Greek,  French,  German, 
Dutch,  Spanish,  Italian,  Portuguese,  Japanese,  Hebrew,  Aramaic,  the  Scan- 
dinavian languages,  and  others.  He  has  a  reading  knowledge  of  twenty- 
five  languages  and  can  conduct  religious  services  in  several  of  them.  While 
at  Rochester  he  was  translator  for  the  Vick  Seed  Company,  which  all  pio- 
neers of  Shelby  county  will  remember  and  which  at  that  time  did  a  large 
business  necessitating  the  use  of  fifteen  foreign  languages.  He  was  tutor 
in  Latin  and  Greek  at  Denison  University  and  conducted  a  school  of  modern 
languages  in  one  of  the  New  York  universities.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
took  regularly  more  than  a  dozen  foreign  perodicals,  receiving  these  in  ex- 
change for  a  paper  in  which  he  conducted  the  department  of  missions. 

June  16,  1895,  Mr.  Nelson  married  Miss  Myrtle  Emma  Garmong,  a 
classmate,  who  afterwards  attended  Shepardson  College  at  Granville,  Ohio. 
Their  daughter,  May,  has  traveled  with  her  father  and  is  assistant  as  pianist 
in  some  of  their  big  union  meetings.  Their  eldest  son,  Merrill,  is  a  student 
for  the  ministry. 

Mr.  Nelson  has  been  pastor  of  Baptist  churches  in  Iowa.  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  given  nearly  eleven  years  to  evangelistic  work,  in 
which  he  has  been  conspicuously  successful  in  many  of  the  widely  separated 
states  of  the  Union.  During  the  summer  he  uses  a  large  chautauqua  tent  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  one  thousand  five  hundred.  In  the  colder  months  he 
uses  specially  constructed  tabernacles,  opera  houses  and  other  large  build- 
ings. His  sermons  are  published  far  and  wide,  and  he  enjoys  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  thousands  of  the  leading  men  in  different  walks  of  life  all 
over  the  United  States.  He  ascribes  his  remarkable  achievements  to  the 
grace  of  God  and  the  grace  of  hard,  incessant  toil. 

It  seems  almost  outside  the  realm  of  possibility  that  two  Shelby  county 
boys,  at  one  time  classmates  in  the  Harlan  public  schools  and  for  years 
making  their  homes  within  a  block  of  each  other,  should  become  joined  in  a 
great  life  work,  such  as  spreading  the  gospel  to  the  multitudes  by  preaching 
and  singing.  And  yet  this  has  come  to  pass  in  the  remarkable  careers  of 
Evangelist  P.  C.  Nelson  and  Professor  Garmong. 

j.  P.  GARMONG. 

J.  P.  Garmong,  singer,  traveler  and  lecturer,  was  born  near  Port  Roval, 
Virginia,  July  27,  1875.  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Garmong,  of  Des 
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Moines,  Iowa.  He  was  educated  in  the  Harlan  schools,  graduating  from  the 
Harlan  high  school  June  2,  1893.  The  family  moved  to  Des  Moines  the 
same  year.  There  young  Garmong  ran  a  candy  shop,  was  clerk  in  a  grocery, 
also  in  a  hardware  store.  He  then  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  with  his 
father,  who  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  In  1894-5  he  taught  school  in 
Dallas  and  Madison  counties.  He  entered  Drake  University  in  1898  and 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  June,  1902.  In 
the  fall  of  1902  he  entered,  as  a  sophomore,  the  Denison  and  Gross  Medi- 
cal College.  He  was  converted  while  yet  a  boy  and  united  with  the  First 
Baptist  church  of  Harlan,  later  identifying  himself  with  the  Des  Moines 
churches.  In  music  he  was  a  pupil  of  Dean  Howard,  of  Drake  University, 
and  of  noted  teachers  in  Chicago.  Being  a  natural  singer  and  reader,  he 
was  in  great  demand  not  only  during  his  college  days  but  afterwards  as  an 
evangelistic  singer.  As  an  organizer  and  inspirational  leader  of  song  he  has 
few  superiors  and  for  more  than  twelve  years  he  has  labored  as  a  singing 
evangelist  from  coast  to  coast  and  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf.  With  a  noted 
evangelist  he  made,  in  1906- 1908,  a  tour  around  the  world.  One  of  his 
experiences  was  the  great  San  Francisco  earthquake.  He  went  by  way  of 
Hawaii,  the  Philippines,  and  the  Fiji  islands.  Of  this  time  he  spent  one 
year  in  New  Zealand;  six  months  in  Australia,  and  two  months  in  India, 
visiting,  enroute,  Java,  Singapore  and  Burmah,  touring  Egypt,  Palestine. 
Asia  Minor,  Greece,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Belgium,  France  and  the 
British  Isles.  He  had  thrilling  experiences  in  New  Zealand,  Australia  and 
Java.  He  was  robbed  at  Jerusalem.  He  swam  in  the  Dead  Sea,  in  the  sea 
of  Galilee  and  in  the  Jordan.  In  Constantinople  he  was  taken  for  a  spy  and 
arrested.  Recently  he  has  taken  a  course  in  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  of 
Chicago,  and  since  September  1,  1914,  has  labored  with  his  brother-in-law. 
Evangelist  P.  C.  Nelson,  a  Cuppy's  Grove  boy,  as  director  of  music  in  evan- 
gelistic campaigns. 

CAPT.  GEORGE  SAf.IN  GIBBS. 

• 

Many  citizens  of  Harlan  will  recall  how  many  a  time  they  saw  a  bright 
active  boy  marching  a  crowd  of  his  fellows  up  and  down  the  streets  of  Har- 
lan, putting  them  through  various  military  evolutions.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
this  boy  subsequently  achieved  much  distinction  as  a  soldier.  Captain  Gibbs 
was  born  December  14,  1875.  at  Harlan  and  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
S.  Gibbs.  who  were  both  very  early  residents  of  Harlan,  Mr.  Gibbs  being 
one  of  the  best  known  pioneer  merchants,  also  serving  at  one  time  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Shelby  county.    Graduating  from  the 
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Harlan  high  school  in  the  class  of  1892,  Captain  Gibbs  entered  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  1897.  This  university  gave  him  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Science  in  1901.  He  became  an  associate  of  the  American  Institute  of  Elec- 
trical Engineers,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Army  Signal  School  of  19 12.  His 
first  real  military  experience  was  in  the  cadet  battalion  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  where  he  was  a  private,  corporal,  first  sergeant  and  first 
lieutenant. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  Captain  Gibbs  left 
Shelby  county,  May  3,  1898,  for  Camp  McKinley,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  com- 
mand of  a  draft  of  recruits  from  Shelby  county  to  join  the  Iowa  volunteers. 
He,  himself,  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  being  mustered  May  30,  1808.  He  was  promoted  quartermaster 
sergeant  on  same  date,  and  on  June  3.  1898,  as  a  first-class  sergeant  and 
ordered  to  San  Francisco,  California.  On  June  26,  1&98,  he  sailed  for  the 
Philippines  as  first  sergeant  United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps  on  the 
steamship  "Indiana"  as  a  member  of  General  MacArthur's  expedition,  land- 
ing at  Cavite,  Philippine  islands.  July  31.  He  participated  in  the  campaign 
against  the  Spanish  forces  at  the  battle  of  Manila,  and  was  commended 
for  "especially  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  action."  January  13, 
1899,  he  was  promoted  second  lieutenant  of  volunteers  and  on  June  8,  1900, 
as  first  lieutenant.  He  participated  in  twenty-nine  battles  and  skirmishes  of 
the  Philippine  insurrection,  while  engaged  in  building  and  operating  military 
telegraph  and  cable  lines.  He  had  the  honor  of  serving  on  the  staffs  of 
Brig.-Gen.  Charles  King,  Major-Gen.  Arthur  MacArthur  and  Major-Gen. 
Henry  W.  Lawton. 

After  two  years  and  seven  months  of  Philippine  service,  Captain  Gibbs 
was  returned  to  San  Francisco,  but  at  the  end  of  three  months  he  was  selected 
to  build  the  government  telegraph  line  through  north  central  Alaska,  where 
he  had  many  thrilling  adventures  and  suffered  many  severe  hardships,  during 
which  time  he  constructed  some  five  hundred  miles  of  line  and  traveled  on 
foot  with  a  dog  team  and  sled  over  three  thousand  miles,  the  work  occupying 
two  years  and  two  months'  time.  On  February,  1901,  he  was  appointed  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Signal  Corps  in  the  Regular  Army,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
grade  of  captain  March  2,  [903.  He  was  then  ordered  to  Washington,  D. 
C.  and  was  on  duty  in  the  office  of  the  chief  signal  officer  of  the  army  for 
nearly  three  years. 

W  hen  the  disturbance  arose  in  Cuba  in  1906,  Captain  Gibbs  was  sent 
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there  in  command  of  the  signal  troops  of  that  army,  and  for  two  years,  until 
April  i,  1909,  was  the  chief  signal  officer  of  the  Army  of  Cuban  Pacification. 
As  such  )ie  was  adviser  to  the  department  of  telegraphs  of  the  provisional 
Cuban  government  and  superintended  the  installation  of  a  chain  of  high- 
power  wireless  telegraph  stations.  He  then  went  to  Fort  Omaha  as  post  and 
constructing  quartermaster,  commissary,  etc.,  for  one  year,  followed  by  two 
years  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  When  the  Mexican  situation  became 
threatening  in  the  spring  of  191 1,  he  was  sent  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to 
command  the  field  company  of  signal  troops  with  General  Carter's  division. 
Returning  from  Texas  in  the  fall  of  191 1,  he  completed  the  course  at  the 
Army  Signal  School  in  the  class  of  191 2.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he 
was  transferred  to  the  command  of  the  field  company  of  signal  troops  at  the 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco.  In  May,  1913,  that  command  was  hurriedly  trans- 
ferred to  the  Hawaiian  islands  for  permanent  station,  and  upon  arrival  at 
Honolulu  Captain  Gibbs,  in  addition  to  his  ,duties  as  commander  of  the  field 
signal  troops,  was  detailed  as  department  signal  officer  of  the  Hawaiian  de- 
partment, and  officer  in  charge  of  the  fire  control  installation  at  the  coast 
defense  fortifications. 

For  his  skill  in  laying  and  concealing  wires  by  means  of  which  com- 
munication might  be  made  between  points  of  the  field,  Captain  Gibbs  was 
especially  complimented  by  General  Funston.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  one 
in  the  magnificent  fortifications  which  the  United  States  has  established  on 
the  Hawaiian  islands  is  better  acquainted  with  them  and  their  practical  opera- 
tion than  Captain  Gibbs  who  once  marched  his  boys'  company  on  the  streets  of 
Harlan. 

JOHN  KUHL. 

John  Kuhl  is  the  son  of  Valentine  Kuhl  and  Clara  (Kramer)  Kuhl, 
pioneers  of  Westphalia  township,  where  they  settled  in  1874.  John  Kuhl 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Harlan,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
commercial  department  of  St.  John's  University,  and  attended  Notre  Dame 
University  for  one  year.  After  his  mother's  death  in  1885  he  worked  on 
the  home  farm  and  in  the  spring  of  1886  he  accepted  a  position  with  a  harness 
and  implement  dealer  of  Karling,  buying  the  business  in  the  fall  of  1889  and 
selling  it  in  1891,  immediately  thereafter  locating  at  Randolph,  Nebraska. 
In  company  with  others,  Mr.  Kuhl  operated  a  line  of  harness  stores  at  Ran- 
dolph, Pender.  Relden,  Wausa  and  Bloomrield.  Nebraska.  After  1896  he 
gave  his  attention  to  buying  and  selling  of  farm  lands  and  the  supervision  of 
his  own  lands  in  Nebraska  and  Oklahoma.    He  was  elected  director  of  the 
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Randolph  State  Bank  in  191 1  and  director  of  the  Indian  Territory  Building 
and  Loan  Association  of  Durant,  Oklahoma.  He  was  a  passenger  on  the 
steamship  "Carpathia,"  in  April,  1912,  and  witnessed  the  rescue  of  the  pas- 
sengers of  the  "Titanic,"  after  which  he  continued  his  trip  to  Europe.  He 
visited  Brazil,  Argentine,  Chile,  Peru  and  Panama  in  191 3.  In  the  fall  of 
1906  he  was  elected  to  the  Nebraska  State  Legislature  as  a  Democrat,  the 
Legislature  at  that  time  being  Republican.  He  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittees on  judiciary,  revenue  and  taxation,  and  banks  and  banking.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Kuhl  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  privileges  and  elections. 
W  hile  in  the  Legislature  he  was  a  member  of  the  joint  committee  of  the 
House  and  Senate  to  draft  new  banking  laws,  embodying  the  principle  of 
guaranty  of  deposits,  which  feature  had  been  promised  in  the  Democratic 
platform  of  Nebraska.  This  law  was  subsequently  upheld  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  without  division.  Mr.  Kuhl  also  made  a  motion 
in  caucus  looking  to  the  taking  of  appointment  of  standing  committees  from 
the  speaker,  and  giving  the  selection  of  committees  to  a  committee  on  com- 
mittees, selected  by  the  caucus  of  the  dominant  party,  a  rule  which  was  subse- 
quently adopted  by  the  national  House  of  Representatives  and  first  suggested 
there  by  Senator  Norris  of  Nebraska,  then  a  member  of  the  national  house, 
following  its  adoption  by  the  Legislature  of  Nebraska.  His  highest  political 
honor  came  to  him  when  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  thirty-second  session 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Nebraska.  He  organized  the  Nebraska 
Legislative  League,  was  elected  first  president  of  the  league,  composed  of 
members  of  territorial  and  state  legislatures  of  Nebraska,  past  and  present, 
also  governors,  past  and  present.  The  society  holds  a  reunion  every  year  and 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

REV.  JOHN  W.  GEIGER. 

Rev.  John  W.  Geiger  for  a  number  of  years  was  probably  the  best  pulpit 
orator  of  Harlan,  where  he  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Congregational  church. 
Since  leaving  Harlan  he  has  become  very  prominent  in  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  and  in  191 2  was  elected  head  consul  for  the  state  of  Iowa.  Pie  has 
lectured  widely. 

F.   W.   H ANNA. 

F.  W.  Hanna  is  the  son  of  Tames  S.  Hanna.  of  Defiance,  and  brother 
of  Mayor  James  R.  Hanna.  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Hanna  for  a  number  of 
years  was  a  resident  of  various  parts  of  Shelby  county,  subsequently  study- 
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ing  civil  engineering.  He  now  holds  a  very  important  position  as  civil 
engineer  in  the  United  States  reclamation  service. 

C.    DURA  NT  JONES. 

C.  Durant  Jones  for  a  numl>er  of  years  was  a  pastor  at  Irwin,  Iowa, 
and  soon  became  prominent  in  the  national  Prohibition  party,  in  19 12  re- 
ceiving the  nomination  for  governor  of  Iowa  on  that  ticket.  He  is  also 
largely  interested  and  the  leading  spirit  in  a  large  system  of  chautauquas, 
which  he  manages  successfully.  There  are  four  hundred  of  these,  known 
as  the  "Jones  System."    He  now  resides  at  Perry,  Iowa. 

GEORGE  A.  LUX  FORD. 

George  A.  Luxford,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  T.  Luxford,  of 
Harlan,  was  born  in  LaSalle  county,  Illinois,  November  16,  1876.  His  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  country  schools  of  Shelby  county  and  in  the  De- 
fiance town  schools,  one  year  of  preparatory  work  at  Drake  University  and 
in  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  law  school 
in  1909,  and  from  the  liberal  arts  department  in  1910.  While  in  the  uni- 
versity, Mr.  Luxford  took  much  interest  in  debating  and  was  a  member  of 
two  victorious  teams,  that  which  won  the  decision  unanimously  for  Iowa 
against  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1907  and  that  which  won  the  debate 
unanimously  for  Iowa  against  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1908.  Mr. 
Luxford  was  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Shelby  county  for  two 
terms,  following  J.  B.  Shorett,  now  a  prominent  attorney  of  Seattle.  Mr. 
Luxford  is  now  assistant  attorney  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver,  Colorado. 

HON.  GUY  H.  MARTIN. 

Hon.  Guv  H.  Martin  was  born  Aurust  1,  1866,  in  Lancaster,  Keokuk 
county,  Iowa.  He  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  M.  Martin.  Coming 
to  Shelby  county,  he  attended  the  country  schools  and  did  two  years'  work 
in  the  Harlan  high  school,  working  for  his  board  in  the  Carl  furniture  store 
part  of  the  time  and  teaching  the  sixth  grade  in  the  Harlan  schools  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time  that  he  attended  school.  He  taught  slightly  more  than 
five  years  in  the  schools  of  Shelby  county.  The  last  of  his  school  work  was 
as  principal  of  the  Irwin  schools. 

Under  the  direction  of  attorneys  Smith  and  Cullison,  he  devoted  his 
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spare  time  for  a  period  of  two  years  reading  law.  He  afterwards  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  at  Spencer,  Iowa,  becoming  county  attorney  of  Clay 
county,  Iowa.  From  1894  to  1899  he  was  mayor  of  Spencer,  and  in  1906 
he  was  candidate  for  district  judge  of  the  fourteenth  judicial  district  of 
Iowa,  and  was  defeated  by  the  narrow  margin  of  two  votes.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  bettering  the  health  of  his  family  and  of  practicing  law  in  a  country 
where  growth  and  development  were  on  a  large  scale  and  where  litigation 
promised  greater  remuneration,  he  removed  to  Sandpoint,  Idaho,  in  1907. 
In  1912  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Progressive  party  in  Idaho  and 
became  its  candidate  for  governor  of  the  state.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  supreme  court  of  Idaho  denied  the  Progressive  electors  a  place  on 
the  ballot,  and  despite  the  fact  that  there  were  no  legislative  and  county 
tickets  of  the  party  nominated,  he  polled  over  26,000  votes  in  a  total  of 
ninety  thousand,  carrying  his  own  county  by  a  handsome  majority,  and  de- 
feating his  Democratic  opponent  by  a  one  thousand  six  hundred  majority  in 
the  home  county  of  this  opponent,  and  his  Republican  opponent  by  a  two 
thousand  five  hundred  majority  in  his  own  county.  His  campaign  extended 
over  a  period  of  thirty-eight  days  only  and  in  it  he  championed  particularly 
the  creation  of  a  public  utilities  commission,  higher  valuation  of  utility 
properties,  the  exemption  from  taxes  on  a  part  of  the  improvements  upon  real 
estate,  the  short  ballot,  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall,  and  the  one- 
house  legislature,  composed  of  a  small  number  of  legislators. 

Neither  of  the  old  parties  in  Idaho  championed  any  of  these  reforms. 
He  was  confronted  in  the  last  part  of  the  campaign  with  the  combined  fight 
against  him  of  both  the  Democrats  and  Republicans. 

EDWARD  P.  NOBLE. 

Edward  P.  Noble,  now  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  has  been  long 
associated  with  many  of  the  important  movements  having  for  their  purpose 
the  betterment  of  Harlan  and  Shelby  county.  He.  for  many  years,  bought 
grain  in  the  county,  and  subsequently  resided  on  his  farm  a  mile  south  of 
Harlan.  For  many  years  he  has  shown  unusual  ability  and  skill  as  an  artist. 
He  it  was  who  furnished  all  of  the  designs  for  the  decorations  on  the  Shelby 
county  court  house.  For  the  last  few  years  Mr.  Noble  has  devoted  himself 
exclusively  to  the  designing  of  special  letter  heads,  coats  of  arms,  book  plates, 
trade  marks,  monograms  and  lodge  work,  in  all  of  which  departments  of  art 
he  excels.    He  now  fills  orders  for  many  of  the  leading  men  of  Chicago  as 
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well  as  for  patrons  all  over  the  United  States.  The  special  design  constitut- 
ing the  frontispiece  of  this  history  is  one  furnished  by  Mr.  Noble. 

REV.  H.  F.  PORTER  FIELD. 

Rev.  H.  F.  Porterfield  was  for  some  time  a  few  years  ago  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  church  of  Harlan.  He  subsequently  became  Democratic 
candidate  for  the  Legislature  in  Page  county,  making  an  extraordinary  good 
race.  Having  had  some  acquaintance  in  Indiana  with  Vice-President  Mar- 
shall, he  secured  the  appointment  of  deputy  internal  revenue  collector  for 
the  southern  district  of  Iowa,  with  headquarters  at  Council  Bluffs. 

CHESLEY  ROGERS. 

Chesley  Rogers,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Rogers,  of  Harlan,  was 
brought  up  in  Harlan.  He  attended  the  Harlan  schools  and  became  inter- 
ested in  drawing  and  art  when  these  subjects  began  to  be  introduced  in  the 
schools.  He  followed  up  his  special  taste  along  these  lines  securing  a  posi- 
tion with  a  Cedar  Rapids  firm  and  subsequently  going  to  the  city  of  Des 
Moines,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  engaged  in  different  phases  of  com- 
mercial art  and  is  making  a  fine  reputation  for  himself,  doing  work  for  many 
leading  business  men  of  Des  Moines  and  for  patrons  widely  scattered  over 
the  country. 

C.  H.  WHITNEY. 

C.  H.  Whitney  was  brought  up  in  Union  township,  Shelby  county.  He 
taught  the  country  schools,  subsequently  entering  the  law  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  He 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  at  Harlan  with  his  brother,  J.  B.  Whitney, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Whitney  Brothers,  later  moving  to  Hartington, 
Nebraska.  He  became  county  judge,  a  position  which  he  held  for  several 
years.  He  became  prominent  in  Democratic  politics  of  the  state  of  Nebraska 
and  was  nominated  for  attorney-general  of  the  state.  He  now  resides  in 
California. 

RAY  F.  WEIRICK. 

Ray  Floyd  Wcirick.  after  graduation  from  the  Harlan  high  school, 
entered  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science,  later  entering  Harvard  University,  taking  a  specially  arranged 


Digitized  by  Google 


558 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


course  in  the  post-graduate  school  of  landscape  architecture.  In  the  spring 
of  191 4  he  was  granted  the  professional  degree  of  Civil  Engineer  by  the 
Iowa  State  College.  In  191 1  he  made  a  tour  of  five  and  one-half  months 
under  commissions  of  the  governor  of  the  state  and  mayor  of  Des  Moines, 
through  practically  all  of  F.urope,  to  investigate  the  matter  of  city  planning 
and  landscape  architecture.  Previous  to  entering  college.  Mr.  Weirick  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  nurseries,  part  of  the  time  with  W.  M.  Bomberger,  of 
Harlan,  and  also  in  engineering  service  for  about  a  half  dozen  different  rail- 
ways. Leaving  college,  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in  the  office  of  the  park 
commission  of  Kansas  City.  Missouri.  Later  he  was  private  secretary  to  Ira 
G.  Hedrick,  an  eminent  consulting  engineer  of  Kansas  City.  One  winter  he 
spent  traveling  through  the  South,  making  investigations  along  the  line  of 
his  work.  For  four  years  he  served  the  city  of  Des  Moines  as  consulting 
landscape  architect,  at  the  same  time  maintaining  a  private  practice  covering 
the  entire  state.  At  present  he  is  engaged  exclusively  in  private  practice  with 
offices  in  the  Citizens  National  Bank  building  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

DEMAIN  LEDWICH. 

Demain  Ledwich,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Ledwich,  was  educated 
in  the  city  schools  of  Harlan  and  in  the  Harlan  high  school.  Mr.  Ledwich 
early  exhibited  fine  talent  as  a  business  man.  accountant  and  bookkeeper,  rer 
ceiving  his  training  in  the  pioneer  lumber  yard  of  his  father,  Thomas  Led- 
wich, at  Harlan.  Later  he  went  to  the  city  of  Omaha,  where  he  became 
the  head  of  a  very  large  wholesale  and  retail  lumber  yard  which  he  yet  owns 
and  manages.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  business,  which  he  fol- 
lows steadily  and  with  a  broad  view  of  its  future. 

w.  A.  VODER. 

\V.  A.  Yoder  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Voder,  a  former  pastor  of  the  Dunkard 
church  located  about  four  miles  east  of  Harlan.  Mr.  Yoder  was  brought  up 
in  Center  township,  attended  the  country  schools  and  later  became  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Nebraska,  from  which  he  graduated.  Coming  to  Omaha, 
he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Douglas  countv,  in 
which  the  city  of  Omaha  is  situated.  He  has  held  the  office  successfully  for 
ten  years  and  was  re-elected  last  fall.  He  started  his  educational  career  by 
holding  the  position  of  superintendent  of  schools  at  Florence.  Nebraska. 
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MISS   FLORA  GROAT. 

Miss  Flora  Groat  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Groat,  of  Irwin. 
Iowa.  Miss  Groat  was  brought  up  in  Shelby  county,  attended  the  rural 
schools  here,  taught  school  in  the  country  and  in  the  city  schools  of  Harlan. 
Subsequently  she  secured  a  position  in  the  Seattle  schools  at  the  time  that 
A.  B.  W  arner  was  superintendent  at  Tacoma,  Washington,  and  through 
whose  efforts,  to  sonic  extent,  she  secured  her  position.  Miss  Groat  was 
recently  re-elected,  at  a  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  to  a  position  that  is  unique,  at  least  so  far  as  Iowa  schools  are  con- 
cerned. She  deals  with  delinquent  and  l>ackward  children  only,  who  can  not 
properly  be  cared  for  in  the  regular  departments  of  the  city  schools  o '  Seattle. 
She  has  taken  special  work  in  New  York  City,  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  to  fit 
her  particularly  for  her  duties. 

HON.  H.  P.  BURKE, 

Hon.  II .  P.  Burke,  son  of  John  T.  and  Clara  J.  Burke,  was  born  in 
Monona  county,  Iowa,  April  28,  1874.  When  six  years  old  Judge  Burke's 
parents  came  to  Shelby  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  attended 
the  country  schools  of  Douglas  township  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  then 
entered  the  Harlan  high  school  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1893.  He 
thereupon  taught  country  schools  in  Shelby  county  in  1894-95  and  at  the  same 
time  read  law  in  the  office  of  Byers  &  Lockwood,  of  Harlan.  In  January, 
1896,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Iowa  and  in  July,  1896,  to  the  bar  of 
Colorado.  He  again  taught  school  in  Shelby  county  in  1896-97.  He  was 
employed  in  the  law  offices  of  Byers  &  Lockwood  and  G.  W  Cullison  until 
June  1,  1898,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  Twelve.  United  States  Volunteer 
Signal  Corps,  where  he  served  as  corporal,  until  mustered  out  October  17, 
1898,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky.  He  then  came  back  to  Mr.  Cullison's  office 
where  he  remained  until  July,  when  he  was  called  to  Rocky  Ford,  Colorado, 
by  the  death  of  his  father.  After  arriving  there,  he  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  December  of  that  year.  He  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  district  court 
of  Logan  county,  Colorado,  in  January.  1901,  and  served  until  January, 
1903.  when  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  married  on  March 
6.  1904,  to  Miss  Rose  Sanner  at  Wyoming,  Illinois.    They  have  no  children. 

Mr.  Burke  soon  attracted  attention  as  an  attorney  and  quickly  made 
friends.  In  November.  1906.  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  thirteenth  district 
of  Colorado,  including  the  counties  of  Logan,  Morgan.  Phillips,  Sedgwick. 
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Washington  and  Yuma,  for  a  term  of  six  years.  He  was  elected  by  one 
thousand  three  hundred  majority  on  the  Republican  ticket,  running  far  ahead 
of  the  other  candidates  and  when  he  took  his  seat  he  had  the  honor  of  being 
the  youngest  judge  in  the  state.  He  was  re-elected  in  November,  191 2,  run- 
ning three  thousand  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  ran  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  which  was  the  minority  ticket  of  the  district,  his  opponent  running  on 
the  Democratic  and  Progressive  tickets.  The  three  parties  polled  a  total  of 
12,502  votes  in  these  counties,  and  only  3.669  of  these  were  Republican, 
hence  approximately  3,cx)o  votes  or  one  out  of  every  three  who  voted  either 
the  Progressive  or  Democratic  tickets,  must  have  scratched  for  Judge  Burke. 
In  two  counties  his  vote  exceeded  the  combined  strength  of  the  Democrats 
and  Progressives.  He  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  forty- 
six.  In  1910  and  191 2.  and  in  1914,  he  was  urged  by  many  influential  lead- 
ers of  the  Republican  party  to  become  a  candidate  of  the  party  for  governor 
of  Colorado,  and  could  undoubtedly  have  had  the  nomination.  He  abso- 
lutely refused,  however,  much  preferring  the  work  of  a  trial  judge.  It  is 
also  interesting  to  know  that  in  a  primary  of  its  own  held  by  the  State  Bar 
Association  of  Colorado  to  select  a  candidate  for  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  out  of  eighty-four  candidates  voted  for,  Judge  Burke,  on  the  first 
ballot,  stood  seventh.  As  a  judicial  official  he  is  noted  for  the  great  speed 
with  which  business  is  cared  for  consistent  with  justice  and  he  is  always 
"boss  of  the  court." 

DR.  THOMAS  A.  BURCHAM. 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Burcham  was  born  July  6,  1881,  at  Harlan,  and  is  a 
sop  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Burcham,  his  mother  being  a  daughter  of  J.  \V. 
Chatburn,  the  famous  pioneer  miller  of  Shelby  county,  prominent  in  the  early 
political  and  religious  life  of  the  county.  Entering  the  Harlan  high  school, 
Doctor  Burcham  graduated  in  June,  1902,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  entered 
Drake  University,  from  the  medical  department  of  which  he  was  graduated 
in  June.  1906.  While  Doctor  Burcham  was  in  Drake  University,  he  was 
president  of  the  freshman  class  and  a  famous  member  of  the  football  teams 
of  the  university  for  four  years,  beginning  in  1902.  He  began  playing  foot- 
ball on  the  Harlan  high  school  team.  In  1905  he  was  captain  of  the  team. 
In  one  of  the  games  against  the  University  of  Michigan  he  had  the  honor  of 
making,  by  a  drop  kick  from  the  field,  the  only  score  made  by  his  team 
He  was  a  member  of  the  spring  track  teams  of  the  university  for  four,  vears 
beginning  in  1903.  After  he  graduated  from  the  university  he  served  one 
year  in  the  Iowa  Methodist  Hospital  as  interne  from  June,  1906,  to  June. 
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1907.  In  1908-9  he  served  as  county  physician  of  Polk  county  and  also  did 
general  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery.  After  serving  as  county  physician, 
he  pursued  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  city  of  Des 
Moines.  At  the  present  time  he  has  charge  of  the  X-ray  department  at  the 
Iowa  Methodist  Hospital  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  staff  of  physicians  Df 
that  hospital,  which  position  he  has  had  for  three  years.  In  191 1  he  took 
the  examination  for  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps  of  the  United  States  arrm 
and  in  June,  191 1,  received  a  commission  in  the  army.  When  the  Sixth 
Cavalry,  stationed  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  was  ordered  to  the  Mexican  border 
in  February,  191 1,  he  was  ordered  on  active  duty  as  surgeon  at  Fort  Des 
Moines,  which  position  he  yet  holds. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Drake,  Doctor  Burcham  studied  in  and 
visited  the  larger  clinics  in  Chicago,  and  took  some  special  work  in  X-ray  at 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Rochester,  Minnesota,  under  the  celebrated  Doctors 
Mayo,  and  also  attended  their  surgical  clinics.  Doctor  Burcham  is  a  member 
of  the  Polk  County,  Iowa,  and  American  Medical  Associations,  and  is  now 
living  at  Ft.  Des  Moines  as  a  surgeon  of  the  United  States  army. 

B.  S.  ASQUITH. 

B.  S.  Asquith,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  G.  Asquith,  was  brought  up 
in  Lincoln  township  and  attended  the  country  schools  there.  Subsequently 
he  was  graduated  from  the  State  Xormal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  taught  for 
some  time  in  the  Harlan  schools  and  later  in  eastern  Iowa.  Entering  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  he  was  graduated  from  that  institution,  soon  after 
being  chosen  to  a  position  as  teacher  of  history  in  the  Council  Bluffs  high 
school.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  work,  so  that  in  a  few  years  he  became 
principal  of  that  high  school,  a  position  which  he  now  holds  successfully. 

ALLAN  PETERSON. 

Allan  Peterson  was  born  in  Shelby  county.  October  11,  1877,  and  at- 
tended the  rural  schools  of  Shelby  county  and  a  normal  school  at  Atlantic. 
In  1898  he  began  teaching  in  the  rural  schools  in  Monroe  township.  He 
taught  two  years  in  district  Xo.  2  and  three  winters  in  district  Xo.  3,  his  home 
district.  In  1900  he  entered  the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  College  at  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  and  graduated  there  in  1903.  He  was  then  elected  superintend- 
ent of  schools  at  Randolph,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  three  vears.  He 
(36) 
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came  to  Des  Moines  in  the  fall  of  1906  to  take  charge  of  the  department 
of  physics  at  East  Des  Moines  high  school,  to  which  he  had  been  elected  and 
which  position  he  yet  holds.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  high  schools  in  the 
state,  with  an  enrollment  which  this  year  will  be  over  one  thousand  two 
hundred,  in  what  is  undoubtedly  the  finest  high  school  building  in  the  state, 
costing  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  thoroughly  equipped  in  every  de- 
partment. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  REYNOLDS. 

Elizabeth  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Reynolds,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Harlan  and  graduated  from  the  Harlan  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1891.  She  subsequently  taught  school  and  later  went 
to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  for  some  time  she  was  secretary  to  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  At  present  she  is  employed  in  the  office 
of  the  permanent  headquarters  of  the  Democratic  national  committee,  where 
it  is  her  duty  to  look  after  the  office,  take  care  of  callers,  dictate  work  to  the 
stenographers,  plan  their  work  for  them,  and  in  many  other  ways  make  her- 
self useful  in  the  work  of  the  national  committee. 

BISHOP  JOHN  W.  ROBINSON. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Robinson  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Robinson, 
early  pioneers  of  Harlan  and  Shelby  county.  He  was  born  January  6,  1866, 
at  Moulton,  Iowa;  attended  the  public  schools  of  Harlan;  later  became  inter- 
ested in  journalism,  entering  the  printing  establishment  of  the  Shelby  County 
Republican,  where  he  became  exceedingly  skillful  and  useful  in  the  mechan- 
ical department,  holding  the  position  of  foreman  for  a  number  of  years  and 
earning  for  himself  the  reputation  of  being  a  very  careful,  earnest  and  indus- 
trious workman.  At  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  converted,  and  at  twenty- 
one,  being  firmly  convinced  that  he  was  called  to  preach,  he  attended  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute.  In  1890  he  was  admitted  to  the  Des  Moines  conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  1890  he  preached  as  a  student  supply 
at  Chapman,  Nebraska,  and  in  1891-2  at  Cass,  Illinois.  Three  years  later 
he  went  to  India,  having  in  the  meanwhile  obtained  his  divinity  diploma  at 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  Illinois.  Bishop  Thoburn  found  work 
for  him  in  north  India,  and  he  set  sail  for  India  from  New  York.  July  16, 
1892.  For  eight  years  he  preached  in  the  English-speaking  church  at  Luck- 
now,  at  first  assisting  Bishop  Parker  in  the  work  of  the  press,  for  which  his 
experiences  at  Harlan  stood  him  in  good  stead,  and  later  doing  evangelistic 
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work  in  the  vernacular  and  editing  the  religious  journal.  The  Star  of  India. 
He  was  also  agent  for  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  at  Lucknow,  1893-5, 
1905-6,  1907-8  and  191 1.  In  1900-02  he  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Mission's 
India  Famine  Relief  Fund;  secretary  of  the  India  Epworth  League,  1900-4; 
secretary  of  the  Bishop  Thoburn  special  fund,  1906-7,  1908-12;  editor  of 
Kaubab-i-Hind,  1896-  1898-99,  1902-4,  1905-12;  superintendent  of  the  Oudh 
district,  1900-12;  delegate  to  the  general  conference,  1904,  1908,  1912.  At 
the  general  conference  held  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in  May,  191 2,  he  was 
elected  missionary  bishop  for  southern  Asia,  the  nominating  speech  for  him 
being  made  by  Dr.  Adna  B.  Leonard.  The  nomination  was  seconded  by  M. 
K.  Muskerjee,  of  the  North  India  conference,  in  the  following  address,  which 
well  indicates  the  regard  in  which  Bishop  Robinson  is  held  by  the  people  of 
India,  who  know  him : 

"I  want  to  take  the  floor  this  afternoon  to  second  the  motion  of  Doctor 
Leonard.  I  want  to  second  the  name  of  John  Wesley  Robinson,  district 
superintendent  of  one  of  the  largest  districts  in  Indian  Methodism.  I  want 
to  speak  concerning  the  work  he  has  done  in  India.  When  he  went  from 
America  to  India  he  was  made  the  pastor  of  one  of  our  largest  English-speak- 
ing churches  in  India — Lucknow.  The  membership  had  diminished  very 
greatly  and  Doctor  Robinson  was  put  in  that  position  in  that  difficult  place 
and  he  built  up  the  church  wonderfully.  It  was  so  filled  that  at  the  time  of 
the  second  hymn  you  could  not  get  a  seat.  He  remained  pastor  eight  years, 
was  made  a  district  superintendent,  and  has  done  that  work  very  satisfactorily. 
He  was  the  agent  of  one  of  our  biggest  plants  in  India,  the  publishing  house 
in  Lucknow.  He  has  been  for  more  than  twenty  years,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
the  editor  of  our  church  publishing  interests,  and  you  must  bear  in  mind  that 
he  knows  the  vernacular  very  well  indeed.  He  is  truly  a  fluent  speaker,  and 
may  I  say  that  I  voice  the  feelings  of  the  ministerial  and  lay  members  of  the 
North  India  and  Northwest  India  conferences  when  I  stand  here  and  say 
that  almost  all  the  lay  and  clerical  members  wish  that  John  Wesley  Robinson 
be  returned  to  India  as  a  missionary  bishop.  And  I  wish  to  emphasize  that 
point.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  comparisons,  but  I  know  how  the  men 
feel  in  India,  and  understand  that  if  you  send  out  a  man  he  wants  our  con- 
fidence and  love  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  And  I  wish  to  make  this  further 
statement  that  John  Wesley  Robinson  in  India  is  looked  upon  not  as  an 
American,  but  as  an  Indian.  (Laughter  and  much  applause.)  We  are 
asking  of  you  for  a  bishop  who  is  to  us  as  good  as  an  Indian.  (Laughter 
continued.)  And  I  beseech  you  in  the  name  of  the  North  India  and  North- 
west India  conference  to  give  us  John  Wesley  Robinson."  (Applause.) 
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The  total  number  of  votes  cast  was  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  of 
which  John  Wesley  Robinson  received  six  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

The  territory  over  which  Doctor  Robinson  has  jurisdiction  as  a  mission- 
ary bishop  includes  a  large  section  of  India,  including  the  large  city  of  Bom- 
bay, the  city  of  Calcutta,  the  city  of  Lucknow,  and  the  city  of  Rangoon.  It 
also  includes  the  Malay  peninsula,  the  islands  of  Sumatra,  Java,  Borneo,  the 
Philippines,  the  Celebes  and  other  islands. 

J.  G.  MYERLY. 

At  one  time  J.  G.  Myerly  was  a  resident  of  Harlan,  where  he  practiced 
law.  He  has,  however,  resided  for  many  years  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines, 
where  he  served  for  several  years  as  postmaster  of  that  city,  and  was  a  candi- 
date before  the  last  primary  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  Congress. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  WYLAND. 

It  is  no  small  honor  for  Shelby  county  to  have  two  of  her  young  people 
engaged  as  instructors  in  what  is  probably  the  finest  high  school  building  in 
Iowa,  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school.  Elsewhere,  the  author  of  this  his- 
tory has  referred  to  the  work  of  Allan  Peterson.  Another  department  of  the 
high  school  is  now  and  has  been  for  some  time  in  the  charge  of  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Wyland,  a  graduate  of  the  Harlan  high  school  and  of  Grinnell  College. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Wyland. 

LIEUT.  RICHARD  BOOTH. 

Lieut.  Richard  Booth  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Booth,  and  grand- 
son of  N.  Booth.  Lieutenant  Booth,  -after  graduation  from  the  Harlan  high 
school,  was  appointed  to  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and 
passed  his  examinations  successfully  for  admission  to  this  institution.  He 
made  a  splendid  record  for  himself  as  a  student  in  the  academy  and  is  now 
an  officer  in  the  United  States  navy. 

ESTELLA  WYLAND. 

Estella  Wyland,  the  daughter  of  Hon.  and  :  rs.  C.  J.  Wyland,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Harlan,  and  then  spent  one  year  in  Wellesley  College. 
Subsequently  she  taught  in  the  Harlan  high  school  very  successfully.  Some 
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years  later  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Chatterton,  who  subsequently  became 
governor  of  Wyoming. 

H.  P.  NIELSEN. 

H.  P.  Nielsen  attended  the  public  schools  of  Shelby  county  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  University  of  Nebraska,  from  which  he  was  graduated. 
He  for  several  years  held  the  principalship  of  the  high  school  at  Hastings, 
Nebraska,  and  was  president  of  one  of  the  large  teachers'  associations  of 
Nebraska.  Subsequently  he  was  city  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Harlan 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Glenwood,  Iowa. 

DOUGLAS  ROGERS. 

Douglas  Rogers,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  N.  Rogers  of  Cuppy's 
Grove,  and  grandson  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Johnston  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Monroe  township  and  the  Harlan  high  school,  later  entering 
the  law  department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  and  was  graduated.  He 
began  the  practice  of  law  at  Manning,  Iowa,  and  is  now  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  the  House  at  Des  Moines,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  elected. 

J.  D.  CAUGHRAN. 

J.  D.  Caughran,  who  was  born  in  Iowa,  and  came  to  the  town  of  Shelby  in 
1872.  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  county  and  leader  in 
the  Republican  party.  Later  he  moved  to  the  city  of  Tacoma,  Washington, 
where  he  achieved  much  distinction.  He  became  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Tacoma  and  handled  the  first  wheat  shipped  abroad  from  that  point, 
consisting  of  one  million  bushels.  He  went  into  partnership  with  D.  B. 
Sheller,  a  former  resident  of  Harlan,  in  the  abstract  business.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Washington  Legislature  during  the  years  of  1891-2.  Mr. 
Caughran  went  to  Tacoma  in  1885.  He  previously  to  that  time  had  been  in 
the  grain,  lumber  and  banking  business  at  Shelby  for  thirteen  years.  He 
had  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  Civil  War. 

SHELBY  TOWNSHIP. 

For  the  following  splendid  record  of  the  young  people  of  Shelby  town- 
ship the  author  is  indebted  to  Miss  May  Brown,  herself  a  graduate  of  the 
Shelby  high  school  and  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  and  for  several 
years  a  successful  principal  of  the  Harlan  high  school.    The  achievements 
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of  these  young  people  certainly  reflect  great  credit  on  the  community  and 
on  the  schools  of  Shelby. 

Albert  Stevens  was  a  member  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  the  Shelby 
high  school.  This  was  in  1886.  After  this  he  spent  several  years  teaching 
school.  He  then  pursued  a  course  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  School,  com- 
pleting it  in  1 89 J.  He  located  at  Hancock,  Iowa,  and  has  been  one  of 
Pottawattamie  county's  successful  physicians. 

Frank  Allen,  after  finishing  the  course  of  the  Shelby  high  school  ( 1893), 
went  to  Towa  City  and  took  a  course  in  medicine  at  the  State  University  of 
Iowa.  He  has  practiced  medicine  in  several  different  places  with  success. 
He  is  now  located  at  Jordan,  Iowa. 

William  Bullock,  another  alumnus  of  the  Shelby  high  school  (1894), 
completed  a  course  in  medicine  at  the  Iowa  State  University  and  is  a  practic- 
ing physician  at  Lake  View,  Iowa. 

Adelaide  Dutcher-Curtis  attended  school  in  Shelby.  Before  entirely 
completing  the  course,  she  entered  the  State  University  of  Wisconsin  at 
Madison  and  was  graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1897.  She  then 
took  a  four-year  medical  course  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Medical  School  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  After  completing  her  hospital  training  she  located  in 
Syracuse,  New  York  and  is  one  of  the  successful  physicians  of  Syracuse. 

Hugh  Linn  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1898  from  Shelby  high  school. 
He  worked  his  way  through  Simpson  College,  then  went  to  Chicago  and 
worked  his  way  through  the  medical  school  of  Northwestern  University. 
After  a  year's  hospital  work,  he  sailed  as  a  medical  missionary  to  Bidar, 
India,  where  he  is  doing  a  wonderful  work  among  the  natives. 

Fred  Buckley,  of  the  Shelby  high  school,  class  of  1899,  studied  several 
years  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  completing  his  medical  course  at  the 
Northwestern  University  of  Chicago.  He  practiced  several  years  at  Broken 
Bow.  Nebraska,  then  made  his  permanent  location  at  Beatrice,  Nebraska, 
where  he  has  a  large  and  growing  practice. 

Julius  C.  Peters  went  to  Colorado  and  entered  the  State  University  at 
Boulder.  He  made  a  special  study  of  irrigation  projects  from  a  legal  stand- 
point. After  his  graduation  from  the  law  department  he  located  at  Great 
Falls,  Montana. 

William  Pomeroy  finished  the  Shelby  high  school  in  1896.  He  took  a 
course  in  law  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  receiving  his  diploma  in  1903. 
He  is  located  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Ralph  Pryor.  after  graduation  from  Shelby  high  school  entered  the  State 
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University  of  Nebraska  and  he  was  graduated  from  the  law  department  in 
1904.    He  is  now  one  of  Shelby  county's  successful  farmers. 

Ed  Wunder  is  also  an  alumnus  of  the  law  department  of  Nebraska  State 
University.    He  is  practicing  at  Fairbury,  Nebraska. 

William.  Baer,  of  the  class  of  1904,  completed  a  course  in  veterinary 
science  and  surgery  at  Kansas  City  Veterinary  College  in  191 2  and  is  prac- 
ticing his  profession  at  Malvern,  Iowa. 

Roy  Buckley,  of  Shelby  high  school,  class  of  1901,  took  a  complete 
course  of  dentistry  at  Northwestern  University.  He  is  also  located  at 
Beatrice,  Nebraska. 

Ray  Morton  completed  a  course  in  dentistry  at  the  Iowa  State  University 
in  1901.  He  is  a  practicing  dentist  at  Mason  City,  Iowa.  He  was  a  famous 
football  player. 

Loren  Pomeroy,  of  the  class  of  1898  Shelby  high  school,  took  his  work 
in  the  Chicago  Dental  School.    He  is  a  practicing  dentist  at  Avoca,  Iowa. 

Henry  Wunder  finished  the  Shelby  high  school  in  1904.  He  studied  in 
Iowa  State  University,  Nebraska  State  University  and  University  of  Wis- 
consin.   He  is  now  county  recorder  of  Shelby  county. 

Elmer  McCausland  went  from  his  father's  farm  near  Shelby  to  school 
at  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon.  After  graduation  here,  he  went  to  Cornell 
University  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  where  he  took  further  work.  For  several 
years  he  was  an  instructor  in  the  engineering  department  in  this  same  school. 
He  afterwards  went  to  Seattle,  Washington,  as  instructor  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity there.  Several  years  ago  he  accepted  a  life  deanship  of  the  Engineer- 
ing College  in  the  University  of  Missouri,  at  Columbia. 

Watson  Keeney  finished  the  Shelby  high  school  in  1894  and  entered  one 
of  the  state  normal  schools  at  Oneida,  New  York.  After  completing  his 
normal  training  he  began  teaching  in  one  of  the  many  suburbs  of  New  York 
City.  He  continued  his  special  training  in  New  York  University,  from 
which  he  was  given  the  degree  of  Doct;  r  of  Pedagogy.  He  holds  a  life 
position  in  the  New  York  city  schools. 

Bessie  Benham.  after  completing  the  work  of  the  Shelby  high  school, 
taught  several  terms  in  the  rural  schools  of  Shelby  county.  She  spent  three 
years  taking  work  in  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  at  Iowa  State  University. 
She  then  took  special  kindergarten  and  primary  work  at  the  Armour  Institute 
in  Chicago.  For  nearly  ten  years  she  has  been  a  successful  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Seattle.  Washington. 

Irene  Savage  completed  practically  all  the  work  of  the  Shelby  high 
school,  but  lacked  a  few  weeks  of  graduation.    She  then  went  to  Penn  Col- 
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lege  at  Oskaloosa  where  she  continued  her  education  about  two  years.  After 
teaching  awhile,  she  went  to  Cedar  Falls  and  completed  the  primary  training 
course  there.  After  this  she  was  elected  to  a  position  in  the  schools  of  Den- 
ver, Colorado.  She  has  been  a  very  successful  teacher  there  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  and  practically  has  a  life  position. 

Minnie  Krukenberg  finished  the  Shelby  high  school  in  1903  and  that 
fall  entered  the  University  of  Nebraska.  She  was  graduated  here  from  the 
College  of  Liberal  Arts  and  from  the  Teachers'  College.  Since  then  she  has 
taught  successfully  in  several  high  schools  of  Nebraska.  The  past  two  years 
she  has  had  charge  of  the  normal  training  department  in  the  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  high  school. 

Alice  Frum  after  completing  the  work  of  the  Shelby  high  school,  studied 
two  years  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  then  went  to  Nebraska  State  Uni- 
versity from  which  she  was  graduated  (in  1910),  as  Bachelor  of  Arts.  She 
also  completed  the  work  in  the  Teachers'  College.  She  won  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
honors,  and  carried  off  a  scholarship  in  American  history.  After  teaching 
one  year  she  spent  several  months  in  Europe.  She  is  now  teaching  in  the 
Shelby  high  school. 

Sadie  Barrett  was  graduated  from  the  Shelby  high  school  in  1904.  She 
then  went  to  Cedar  Falls  where  she  completed  a  course  in  special  primary 
work.  After  several  years  of  successful  teaching  she  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  primary  teacher  in  the  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa,  city  schools.  She  is  now- 
doing  her  sixth  year's  work  there. 

Marie  Luers-Craven.  of  the  class  of  1893  of  the  Shelby  high  school, 
entered  Simpson  College.  Before  completing  her  work  she  went  to  Cali- 
fornia where  she  entered  Leland  Stanford  University,  graduating  therefrom 
in  1903.    She  is  now  teaching  in  the  high  school  of  C  anon  City,  Colorado. 

Mae  Sutton-Walker,  of  the  high  school  class  of  1893,  completed  a  course 
in  Battle  Creek  Sanitarium  in  1905.  She  continued  working  in  the  hospital 
for  several  years.    She  is  now  located  at  Denver.  Colorado. 

Esther  Jones,  of  the  (lass  of  191  1.  has  just  finished  her  nurse's  training 
course  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  hospital  in  Omaha. 

Grace  Buckley,  of  the  high  school  class  of  1901.  studied  four  years  in 
Iowa  State  University,  being  graduated  therefrom  in  1907.  After  teaching 
several  years,  she  entered  the  Presbyterian  hospital  at  Chicago  for  special 
nurse's  training  course.    She  received  her  diploma  in  March,  1914. 

M.  E.  Clapp.  of  the  high  school  clas<  of  1897,  completed  a  course  in 
the  Liberal  Arts  College  at  Iowa  State  University  in  1901.    He  then  became 
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a  partner  in  his  father's  bank  at  Shelby.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Shelby 
County  Savings  Bank  of  Shelby,  Iowa. 

A.  C.  Clapp  finished  his  high  school  course  in  1898.  He  also  pursued  a 
course  in  Liberal  Arts  at  Iowa  State  University,  being  graduated  therefrom. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Savings  Bank,  Harlan,  Iowa. 

Hattie  Plum-Williams  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Nebraska 
in  1902  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts.  She  took  her  master's  degree  in  1909.  For 
several  years  she  has  been  working  on  a  thesis  on  the  "Historical  and 
Social  Study  of  the  Russian  German."  The  first  part  relates  to  this  whole 
group  of  immigrants  in  the  United  States.  The  social  part  is  based  on  a 
study  of  the  Lincoln  settlements.  She  will  take  her  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
degree  in  June,  191 5. 

Arthur  Buckley  was  graduated  in  1904  from  the  electrical  engineering 
department  of  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  Iowa.  He  is  a  successful  farmer 
or  rancher  on  a  large  ranch  near  Colorado  Springs. 

John  F.  Brown,  of  the  high  school  class  of  1898,  finished  his  course  in 
civil  engineering  at  Iowa  State  College  in  1903.  He  is  now  chief  civil 
engineer  of  the  South  works  of  the  Illinois  Steel  Company,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Frank  L.  Brown  completed  a  course  in  civil  engineering  at  Iowa  State 
College  in  1904.  He  became  constructing  engineer  for  the  Des  Moines 
Bridge  and  Iron  Works.  He  is  now  chief  draftsman  in  iron  works  at  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 

Lewis  Cutchall,  after  finishing  the  course  of  the  Shelby  high  school, 
entered  Nebraska  State  University  and  studied  four  years  in  the  electrical 
engineering  department.  After  receiving  his  diploma  he  went  South  and 
located  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

John  Dutcher  was  granted  a  diploma  in  civil  engineering  from  Wis- 
consin State  University  in  1897.    He  is  a  civil  engineer  in  Chicago. 

Murray  Hadley,  of  the  high  school  class  of  1905,  completed  his  course 
in  mining  engineering  at  Iowa  State  College  in  1912.  He  is  a  mining  engineer 
at  Ravensdale,  Washington. 

V'ern  Plum,  another  Shelby  high  school  alumnus,  completed  his  work 
in  the  electrical  engineering  department  of  Iowa  State  University  in  1909. 
He  is  located  at  Gilman,  Montana. 

Archie  Scott  finished  his  high  sehool  work  in  1898.    He  later  took  up 

the  work  of  mining  engineering  at  Iowa  State  College,  completing  this  work 

in  1905.    He  is  now  superintendent  and  partner  in  the  manufacturing  plant 

of  brick  and  tile  at  Boone,  Iowa. 
■ 

Clifford  Scott,  after  his  high  school  work,  speht  one  year  in  the  Nebraska 
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State  University.  He  then  went  to  Ames,  where  he  received  a  diploma 
several  years  later  in  mining  engineering.  He  is  at  present  in  the  employ 
of  the  Laclede  Iron  and  Steel  Works  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Ralph  Fagan  was  graduated  from  Shelby  high  school  in  1899.  He 
took  some  work  in  the  Liberal  Arts  College  at  Iowa  State  University.  He 
soon  after  entered  the  ministry  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Springfield,  Nebraska. 

Charles  Mayne,  an  alumnus  of  Shelby  high  school,  spent  several  years 
in  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon.  From  there  he  went  to  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute.  Before  his  entrance  to  Cornell  he  had  planned  to  enter  the  min- 
istry. Through  his  collegiate  course  he  usually  served  a  small  congregation. 
After  completing  his  work  at  Garrett,  he  became  a  regular  minister  of  the 
Des  Moines  conference.    He  is  now  pastor  at  Griswold.  Jowa. 

Mary  Scott,  after  completing  her  high  school,  turned  her  attention  to 
the  study  of  music.  She  studied  in  the  Chicago  Music  School  and  has  a 
large  class  of  piano  pupils  in  Pottawattamie  county. 

Emma  Brown  also  became  a  music  student.  She  completed  a  four-year 
course  of  piano  at  Simpson.  The  Normal  music  work  was  taken  at  the 
same  place. 

Clyde  Williams,  an  alumnus  of  the  Shelby  high  school,  graduated  from 
the  dental  department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  He  became  captain 
of  one  of  the  most  famous  football  teams  of  the  university,  a  team  that  de- 
feated the  Universities  of  Chicago  and  Michigan.  Williams  was  given  credit 
for  being  the  best  field  captain  of  the  Mississippi  valley  and  of  the  entire 
West.    He  is  now  athletic  director  of  the  Iowa  State  College  of  Ames,  Iowa. 

Mary  Tate  completed  the  high  school  course  at  Shelby  in  1893.  She 
then  entered  Grinnell  College,  from  which  she  was  later  graduated.  She  has 
taught  in  the  Shelby  high  school  for  about  ten  years. 

Hon.  William  F.  Cleveland,  of  Harlan,  one  of  the  leading  Democrats 
of  Iowa,  has  been  highly  honored  by  his  party.  He  served  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate, representing  Shelby  and  Cass  counties.  In  the  last  presidential  cam- 
paign his  name  appeared  on  the  ballot  at  the  head  of  the  Democratic  column 
as  candidate  for  presidential  clector-at-large.  He  was  elected  together  with 
the  other  Democratic  electors  and  had  the  honor  of  carrying  the  vote  of 
Iowa  to  Washington.  Mr.  Cleveland,  by  the  way,  is  a  distant  relative  of 
Grover  Cleveland. 

Editor  W.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Harlan  Tribune,  has  been  the  nominee 
of  his  party  for  Congress  from  the  ninth  district  of  Iowa. 

N.  Nielsen  has  served  as  president  of  the  Jewelers'  Association  of  Iowa 
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and  is  the  ninth  district  chairman  of  the  Progressive  party,  and  was  its 
nominee  for  state  senator  at  th  elast  election. 

Rush  C.  Benedict,  for  many  terms  in  the  Iowa  House,  was  chief  clerk. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  Iowa,  during  his  time,  was  so  familiar  with 
the  rules  of  procedure  of  the  House  at  I)es  Moines  as  Mr.  Benedict,  and  no 
officer  more  popular  than  he. 

Miss  Ada  Bomberger,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Bomberger, 
of  Harlan,  has  studied  at  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago.  She  was  for  some 
time  employed  in  a  Chicago  engraving  house,  where  part  of  her  work  was 
to  hand-paint  and  embellish  the  pages  of  a  de  luxe  edition  of  work  describ- 
ing a  New  York  millionaire's  farm. 

Among  the  young'  people  of  Shelby  county  who  have  shown  particular 
talent  in  art  is  Miss  Helen  Kolb,  formerly  a  resident  of  Clay  township,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Kolb.  She  is  now  engaged  in  commercial  art. 
For  some  time  she  was  a  student  at  the  Chicago  Art  Institute.  For  the  last 
six  or  seven  years  she  has  been  employed  by  the  Osborn  Company  of  Chicago. 

Miss  Freda  Noble,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Noble,  now  a 
resident  of  Chicago,  is  also  engaged  in  doing  various  kinds  of  art  work.  She 
has  done  some  work  by  way  of  illustrating  magazine  articles,  designing 
fancy  postal  cards,  etc. 

Chesley  Rogers,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Rogers,  of  Harlan,  has 
achieved  success  in  commercial  art.  He  lives  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and 
has  as  his  patrons  many  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  that  city  and  of 
other  business  men  over  the  country  who  desire  fine  advertising  devices. 

Dr.  Fred  Brazie  has  been  assistant  state  veterinarian.  Dr.  A.  D.  Kuhl 
has  also  been  honored  with  a  similar  appointment. 

W.  F.  McNaughton  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  McNaughton,  early 
settlers  in  Grove  township.  While  a  student  in  the  University  of  Nebraska 
he  distinguished  himself  in  debate  and  represented  the  university  in  a  contest 
with  the  University  of  Colorado.  Mr.  McNaughton  is  a  brother  of  Sheriff- 
elect  C.  W.  McNaughton,  of  Harlan,  and  is  practicing  law  at  Coeur  d'Alene, 
Idaho. 

A  number  of  Shelby  county  young  men  have  taken  up  the  work  of 
automobile  manufacturing,  and  are  employed  in  some  of  the  great  factories 
of  the  country.  Among  these  young  men  are  Robert  Campbell,  Frank  Mc- 
Farland  and  Lynden  Bagley. 

Lawrence  Nelson,  who  after  graduation  from  the  Harlan  high  school 
attended  the  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture  at  Ames,  has  a  fine  position 
on  a  great  farm  in  Michigan,  as  manager  in  the  employment  of  the  wealthy 
owner  of  the  farm. 
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SOME  UNUSUAL  MATTERS  AND  EVENTS. 


FEUD  BETWEEN  THE  JOHNSTON  AND  CUPPY  FAMILIES. 

The  two  earliest  pioneer  families  of  Cuppy 's  Grove,  that  of  Dr.  W.  J. 
Johnston  and  that  of  Adam  Cuppy,  who  lived  only  a  few  hundred  yards 
apart,  seemed  to  have  had  trouble  almost  from  the  start  of  their  settlement 
there.  This  disagreement  between  the  members  of  these  respective  families 
sems  to  have  reached  a  culmination  whn  John  Johnston  was  shot  and  killed 
in  July,  i860. 

On  July  21,  i860,  an  information  was  filed  with  county  judge  William 
Wyland,  charging  William  B.  Cuppy  with  the  alleged  murder  of  John  Johns- 
ton and  charging  Adam  Cuppy  with  being  accessor  to  the  said  crime.  The 
two  defendants  were  placed  under  arrest  by  Milton  Stanton,  sheriff,  and 
brought  before  Judge  Wyland,  who  fixed  July  26,  i860,  for  examination. 

In  the  meantime  on  July  24,  i860,  W.  J.  Johnston,  Mary  Ann  Johnston 
and  Brafford  Johnston  were  arrested  and  brought  before  Judge  Wyland 
charged  with  having  committed  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill  William  B. 
Cuppy.  Judge  Wyland  fixed  the  27th  day  of  July,  i860,  for  their  prelim- 
inary hearing. 

On  July  26.  accordingly,  the  case  of  William  B.  Cuppy  and  Adam  Cuppy 
came  on  for  hearing  with  the  result  that  Judge  Wyland  required  them  to  give 
bonds  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  their  appearance  at  the  next 
term  of  the  district  court  of  Shelby  county  to  answer  to  any  charge  that  the 
grand  jury  might  prefer  against  them,  which  bonds  were  duly  given.  On 
the  27th  of  July,  i860,  Judge  Wyland  dismissed  the  defendants,  W.  J.  Johns- 
ton. Mary  Ann  Johnston  and  Brafford  Johnston.  W.  B.  Cuppy  and  Adam 
Cuppy  were  eventually  released,  or  acquitted,  as  I  find  no  further  record  of 
the  case. 

THE  KILLING  OF  ADAM  CUPPY. 

[D.  S.  Irwin,  of  Irwin,  Iowa,  in  1870,  in  the  course  of  a  series  of  articles 
recounting  the  history  of  Shelby  county,  wrote  the  following  review  of  the 
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death  of  Adam  Cuppy,  of  Cuppy's  Grove,  and  the  circumstances  leading 
up  to  it  This  event  was  probably  the  most  exciting  episode  that  had  oc- 
curred in  Shelby  county  up  to  that  date.  Many  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Shelby  county  were  interested  or  in  some  manner  implicated. 
The  editor  of  this  history  does  not  undertake  to  do  more  in  connection  with 
this  matter  than  to  quote  the  following  narrative  written  by  Mr.  Irwin  but 
five  years  after  the  occurrence  which  ought  to  make  it  fairly  reliable.] 

"On  the  ^d  day  ot  October,  1865,  occurred  the  murder  of  Adam  Cuppy. 
But  little  of  the  evidence  given  during  the  trial  of  those  who  were  indicted 
for  the  murder  has  been  preserved,  so  that  the  particulars  of  the  case  can 
only  be  ascertained  from  those  who  lived  in  the  county  at  the  time,  and  the 
accounts  given  by  them  are  so  conflicting  that  we  will  publish  hut  few  of 
them  But  from  the  best  authority  that  we  can  find,  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  murder  are  as  follows : 

"A  horse  was  stolen  from  Mrs.  McConnell,  of  Bowman's  Grove,  and 
taken  to  Council  Bluffs.  The  person  who  stole  the  horse  is  said  to  have  been 
Charles  Cuppy,  son  of  Adam  Cuppy.  When  he  took  the  horse  to  Council 
Bluffs,  he  left  him  at  a  livery  stable  and  was  there  told  that  he  could  not  take 
him  from  the  stable  until  he  proved  his  property.  He  then  left  the  stable  and 
started  toward  the  hotel,  but  instead  of  going  into  the  house  he  left  the  city, 
and  on  Monday  he  stole  another  horse  of  one  McKinzie,  of  Big  Grove,  and 
sold  him  to  a  man  living  in  Lewis,  Cass  county.  He  then  came  home  to 
Cuppy's  Grove,  when  he  was  arrested  and  bound  over  for  trial  in  Shelby 
county,  although  the  horse  was  stolen  in  Pottawattamie  county.  On  the  day 
he  was  to  be  tried  he  did  not  appear  for  trial  and  after  the  case  was  dis- 
missed Adam  Cuppy  mounted  a  horse  tc  go  home,  but  was  ordered  to  dis- 
mount, was  tied,  and  taken  into  the  court  house.    *    *  * 

"Adam  Cuppy  was  bail  for  his  son's  appearance,  and  we  are  informed 
that  the  citizens  told  him  that  if  he  would  give  up  his  son  for  trial  they  would 
see  that  he  received  justice;  but  he  refused  to  give  him  up.  I  do  not  give 
these  statements  as  facts,  but  they  have  been  given  to  me  by  several  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens.  Adam  Cuppy  was  kept  tied  in  and  about  the  court 
house  during  the  day ;  and  some  time  after  dark  a  crowd  came  and  took  him 
out  and  started  northward.  A  short  distance  north  of  the  court  house  he  was 
shot.  Five  wounds  were  found  on  his  person,  only  one  of  which  was  thought 
to  be  mortal. 

"The  grand  jury  of  Shelby  county  found  a  bill  against  five  citizens  of 
the  county  for  assault  with  intent  to  kill  Adam  Cuppy  and  William  B.  Cuppy ; 
but  on  the  15th  day  of  May  the  district  attorney  filed  his  motion  to  dismiss 
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the  case ;  and  it  appeared,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  said  indictment 
was  found  and  presented  by  a  jury  consisting  of  only  fourteen  jurors,  and 
that  it  charged  two  distinct  offenses ;  the  motion  was  therefore  sustained,  the 
defendants  discharged  and  their  bail  released.  The  grand  jury  then  found 
a  bill  against  the  same  five  persons  for  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder ; 
and  also  another  bill  for  murder.  The  trial  was  postponed  and  the  court 
adjourned  till  the  following  September.  The  cause  then  came  up  and  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  of  December,  when  it  again  came  up  and 
was  postponed  till  in  1868.  One  of  the  defendants  had  a  change  of  venue 
to  Harrison  county,  where  he  was  tried  and  acquitted.  The  other  four  were 
tried  in  Shelby  county  and  were  also  acquitted.  The  trial  on  the  indictment 
for  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  has  been  postponed  from  time  to 
time  and  has  not  yet  been  tried.  These  suits  have  made  a  great  deal  of  cost 
and  confusion,  and  have  involved  some  of  the  citizens  in  almost  endless  diffi- 
culty ;  but  as  the  persons  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Adam  Cuppy  have  estab- 
iished  their  innocence,  it  is  likely  that  they  will  prove  themselves  innocent  of 
the  charge  of  assault  with  intent  to  kill  William  B.  Cuppy.  The  horse  that 
was  stolen  was  not  the  property  of  either  of  the  men  who  were  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Adam  Cuppy,  and  therefore  they  were  not  the  injured  parties; 
and  as  the  injured  parties  were  present  when  he  was  killed  and  one  of  them 
has  not  since  been  heard  of,  it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he 
was  killed  by  the  citizens  of  the  county. 

"Fortunately  the  citizens  have  seldom  been  horrified  by  murder  com- 
mitted in  the  county.  There  was  one  other  murder,  the  murder  of  John 
Johnston,  committed  at  Cuppy's  Grove,  for  which  crime  William  B.  Cuppy 
was  tried  and  acquitted." 

TERRIBLE  TRAGEDY  OF  ELK  HORN  GROVE  IN  CLAY  TOWNSHIP. 

On  Saturday  morning,  July  14,  1883,  a  determined  band  of  men,  esti- 
mated at  one  thousand  five  hundred  in  number,  surrounded  two  bandits  and 
murderers  in  a  grove  lying  in  section  10,  Clay  township.  In  its  early  history 
this  grove  was  known  as  Hamlin's  Grove,  but  later  became  known  as  Elk 
Horn  Grove,  by  which  name  it  is  known  today,  although  at  this  time  but  little 
of  the  timber  remains.  It  is  located  a  little  more  than  two  miles  southwest 
of  the  present  town  of  Elk  Horn.  The  following  well-written  narrative  of 
the  stirring  events  involved,  the  author  is  privileged  to  take  from  the  Shelby 
County  Republican  of  July  19,  1883: 

"One  of  the  most  remarkable  series  of  murders,  and  the  pursuit  and 
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capture  of  the  murderers,  together  with  the  shooting  and  lynching  of  one  of 
them,  that  the  state  of  Iowa  has  ever  known,  has  come  to  pass  with  the  past 
week,  and  to  make  the  matter  doubly  exciting  to  the  readers  of  the  Repub- 
lican, the  finale  of  the  affair  was  in  this  county,  in  Clay  township.  Nothing 
equal  to  it  in  excitement  and  tragedy  has  occurred  anywhere,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  career  of  the  noted  James  brothers.  The  daily  press  of  the  entire 
civilized  world  has  been  teeming  with  reports  of  the  affair  and  thousands  of 
people  were  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  murderers  and  intensely  inter- 
ested in  all  the  details  of  the  crimes  and  their  retribution.  The  history  of 
the  affair,  as  we  have  gained  it  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  including 
numerous  persons  engaged  in  the  pursuit  and  capture,  is  as  follows: 

"On  Wednesday  night,  July  II,  postmaster  C.  L  Clingan,  of  Polk  City, 
Iowa,  who  was  also  a  merchant  there,  in  company  with  his  clerk,  Mr.  Hanger, 
were  about  to  leave  the  store  for  the  night,  it  being  quite  late,  when  two 
masked  men  suddenly  presented  themselves  and  demanded  their  money.  It 
seems  that  Mr.  Clingan  drew  a  revolve*-  and  was  about  to  defend  himself 
when  one  of  the  robbers  fired,  killing  Clingan  instantly,  and  they  then  fled. 
The  alarm  was  given  in  a  moment  and  soon  the  whole  town,  and  little  later 
the  whole  country,  aroused  in  pursuit.  For  a  day  or  two  the  affair  was 
shrouded  in  mystery.  No  right  clue  could  be  obtained  of  the  direction  they 
had  taken,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  parties  who  did  the  dastardly  deed 
were  the  same  ones  who  had  murdered  Stubbs,  the  mayor  of  the  town,  over 
a  year  ago.  The  murderers,  immediately  after  the  crime,  had  taken  two 
horses  out  of  a  barn  a  short  distance  west  of  the  store,  to  carry  them  away, 
and  they  made  all  haste  to  get  out  of  the  neigh borhood.  For  a  couple  of  days 
several  trails  were  followed  up  and  various  parties  were  arrested  on  suspicion, 
in  Dallas,  Boone,  Polk  and  Guthrie  counties,  but  finally  a  lead  was  struck 
which  eventuated  in  the  capture.  The  general  direction  taken  by  the  bandits 
was  west,  and  they  were  evidently  heading  for  Nebraska  or  northwestern 
Missouri.  In  the  haste  they  made  to  got  away  they  showed  great  daring, 
but  very  little  discretion,  for  several  times  in  their  flight  they  changed  horses 
by  forcing  farmers  to  give  up  their  fresh  animals  and  leaving  them  the  jaded 
beasts  instead,  enforcing  their  trades  at  the  muzzle  of  the  revolver.  Such  a 
course  only  hastened  their  pursuers  and  enabled  them  to  keep  the  trail,  which 
was  first  discovered  near  Perry,  Iowa ;  but  the  murderers  were  not  sighted  by 
the  first  pursuing  party  until  after  they  had  passed  into  Audubon  county. 
The  Audubon  Times  of  Friday,  July  13.  relates  the  circumstances  of  the  chase 
in  that  vicinity  as  follows : 

"Early  this  morning  word  came  in  over  the  Stuart  &  Musson  telephone 
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from  about  eight  miles  east  of  here,  that  two  suspicious  men,  had  ridden  up 
to  Hugh  McGill  as  he  was  feeding  his  horses  and,  presenting  revolvers,  de- 
manded that  he  trade  horses  with  them.  He  hesitated  but  they  took  his 
horses,  two  blacks,  and  left  as  fast  as  the  horses  could  go,  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion. It  was  at  once  surmised  by  parties  here  that  they  were  the  murderers 
of  the  Polk  City  postmaster,  and  four  parties  on  fast  horses  started  in  pursuit. 
Soon  after  word  came  that  they  had  passed  through  Luccock's  grove,  east 
of  here.  About  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  Cramer,  who  lives  nine  miles  southwest 
of  here  in  Sharon  township,  came  in  town  and  said  when  he  had  come  about 
half  a  mile  he  met  two  men  on  black  horses,  one  having  a  light  mustache,  the 
other  a  black  one,  and  he  surmised  they  were  horse  thieves,  but  came  along 
about  two  miles  when  he  met  the  pursuers  from  Audubon,  and  says  that  they 
were  about  eight  miles  behind  the  thieves  and  on  the  right  trail.  When  they 
took  McGill's  horses  they  told  him  they  must  have  them  as  they  were  after 
some  murderers.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  they  were  the  murderers  them- 
selves as  they  exactly  answer  the  description  given  in  the  Register  and  the 
last  report  given  in  that  paper  says  they  had  stolen  some  horses  in  Dallas 
county,  and  were  headed  for  Coon  Rapids.  When  last  seen  in  Sharon  town- 
ship, they  were  headed  toward  Bowman's  grove  in  Shelby  county. 

"From  this  time  on  the  trail  was  an  easy  one,  as  the  telegraph  and 
messengers  had  sent  hundreds  of  men  from  the  numerous  stations  on  the  sup- 
posed route  to  intercept  them.  Men  flocked  to  the  scene  from  Audubon, 
Exira,  Atlantic.  Walnut,  Avoca,  Marne,  Shelby,  Harlan  and  other  towns,  and 
the  farmers  turned  out  en  masse.  The  last  exchange  of  horses  made  by  the 
flying  robbers  was  near  the  edge  of  Shelby  county,  where  they  encountered 
a  Daneman  plowing  with  an  old  team,  which  they  made  him  exchange. 

"The  pursuers  were  then  not  far  in  the  rear.  The  robbers  had  not  gone 
far  until  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  one  of  the  horses,  which  was  badly 
wind-broken,  and  they  then  rode  quite  a  distance  on  one  horse,  until  they 
neared  Elkhorn  Grove,  in  Clay  township,  this  county,  when  they  jumped  off 
and  sought  shelter  in  the  thickness  of  the  underbrush,  and  to  wait  for  ap- 
proaching night  to  still  further  conceal  them.  This  was  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  last  Friday.  Among  the  band  of  determined  murder- 
hunters  who  saw  them  enter  the  grove  was  young  Willis  Hallock,  of  Exira, 
brother  of  George  Hallock.  who  shot  and  killed  two  of  the  "Crooked  Creek" 
gang  of  roughs  recently:  he  had  just  raised  his  arm  to  fire  when  he  was  shot 
and  badly  wounded  by  the  robbers.  Special  trains  and  other  conveyances 
from  all  directions  were  rapidly  bringing  hundreds  of  men  toward  the  scene 
of  action,  but  no  one  ventured  to  follow  the  trail  into  the  grove  that  night. 
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The  assembling  crowds,  armed  with  every  conceivable  weapon,  were  organ- 
ized into  a  regular  picket  line  and  the  grove  entirely  surrounded.  Passwords 
were  established  and  everything  got  in  readiness  for  the  final  closing  in  upon 
the  quarry,  which  was  to  be  done  at  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning." 

The  State  Register,  in  speaking  of  the  flight  and  pursuit  up  to  this  time, 
says : 

"The  flight  of  the  Polk  City  murderers  was  less  swift  than  that  of  the 
Youngers,  for  the  reason  that  the  latter  were  assisted  by  their  own  thorough- 
bred horses,  accustomed  to  long  and  rapid  stretches  of  travel,  but  their  pur- 
suers were  not  more  determined  *han  were  the  brave  and  faithful  men  of 
Polk,  Audubon,  Cass  and  Shelby  counties  who  participated  in  the  remarkable 
man-hunt  which  ended  in  such  a  pool  of  blood  at  Elkhorn  Grove  on  Saturday 
last.  A  more  determined  set  of  men  could  not  well  be  found  anywhere  or 
for  any  purpose.  They  stood  sentinel  around  that  grove  through  the  storm 
and  darkness  of  Friday  night,  running  the  fearful  danger  of  death  from  the 
bullets  of  the  murderers,  who  could  have  crawled  upon  the  guard  like  snakes 
in  the  grass  and  shot  them  down  in  the  night.  There  was  no  time  from  the 
moment  the  fugitive  murderers  took  refuge  in  the  grove  that  death  did  not 
confront  their  pursuers.  Every  man  of  that  determined  crowd  took  his  life 
in  his  hands  when  he  volunteered  to  go  forward.  The  intense  thickness  of 
the  shrubbery  which  underlies  the  small  scrub  oak  and  hickory  trees  com- 
prising Elkhorn  Grove  needs  to  be  encountered  to  be  fully  comprehended. 
It  was  one  tangled  mass  of  bush  and  brambles  and  creeping  and  clinging 
vines.  To  march  through  it  was  impossible.  The  thick  branches  had  to  be 
slowly  parted  by  the  hand,  or  long  weapons,  such  as  shot  guns  or  rifles,  with 
which  many  of  the  crowd  were  armed,  and  progress  through  it  was  tedious 
as  well  as  dangerous.  It  was  an  easy  matter  for  the  hidden  desperadoes  to 
seek  a  spot  under  cover,  from  which  retreat  could  be  easily  made,  and  fire 
their  deadly  missiles  with  alarming  accuracy  at  the  first  pursuer  who  ap- 
proached. A  person  who  stood  within  twenty  feet  of  young  Hallock  when 
he  was  shot  said  that  the  smoke  from  the  murderer's  pistol  was  but  dimly 
seen  through  the  cover.    The  form  of  the  murderer  was  not  discernible  at  all. 

"At  daybreak  Saturday  morning  the  picket  line,  in  squads  of  ten  men. 
each  under  command  of  a  captain,  the  whole  force  being  under  orders  of  a 
marshal,  began  to  close  in  on  the  murderers.  The  bandits  were  discovered 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  grove  early  Saturday  morning,  and  one  of  them 
suddenly  raised  up  and  shot  J.  W.  Maddy.  of  Marne,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  prominent  merchant  there.    He  lived  for  several  hours,  but  could  not 
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speak.  Maddy's  death  was  almost  immediately  avenged,  for  a  number  of 
shots  were  fired  at  the  bandit,  several  of  which  took  effect  and  gave  mortal 
wounds.  He  lived  long  enough  to  make  a  confession,  in  which  he  said  he 
was  the  one  who  had  done  all  the  killing,  and  claimed  that  his  accomplice  had 
not  fired  a  shot.  This  is  generally  not  believed,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  a 
story  they  had  arranged  beforehand.  He  gave  his  name  as  Gates.  When 
asked  if  he  knew  anything  about  the  murder  of  Mayor  Stubbs,  he  said  he  did^ 
not.  The  remaining  man  was  soon  found  and  surrendered  under  cover  of 
a  large  number  of  guns  and  revolvers.  He  was  put  in  irons  by  the  sheriffs  of 
Polk  and  Cass  counties,  and  also  tied  with  ropes.  He  was  soon  surrounded 
by  an  excited  and  infuriated  throng,  a  rope  was  put  around  his  neck  and  he 
was  led  and  dragged  upwards  of  a  mile  to  a  bridge  over  Indian  creek,  north 
of  the  grove.  Just  as  they  were  about  to  swing  him  off,  the  wretch  plead  for 
a  chance  to  write  to  his  mother,  which  was  granted  and  he  wrote  with  a 
firm  hand  the  following: 

"Mrs.  Ellen  Crist, 

Butler,  Bates  Co.,  Mo. 
"Dear  Mother: 

"  'As  I  am  now  on  the  gallows  speaking  for  the  last  time  to  you,  I  will 
speak  to  you  in  sorrowful,  although  firm,  tones.  I  am  sorry  I  have  come  to 
such  an  end.  I  know  it  will  nearly  kill  you.  but  it  is  my  fault,  not  yours. 
Mr.  Griggs  will  see  that  I  am  decently  buried  and  give  you  the  details  in  the 
case.  Your  loving  and  dying  son,  I  will  send  you  what  money  I  have  and  a 
lock  of  hair  that  will,  I  hope,  have  some  future  bearing  on  the  life  of  the 
boys. 

"William  Hardy.' 

"He  then  turned  over  about  fifteen  dollars,  which  was  all  the  money  he 
had.  and  said:  'Gentlemen,  1  am  ready.'  Just  at  this  juncture  Sheriff  Chat- 
burn,  of  this  count}',  leaped  upon  the  bridge  and  demanded  the  prisoner  in 
the  name  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  called  upon  the  crowd  to  let  the  law  take 
its  course.  This  was  a  very  daring  act.  for  hundreds  of  men  demanded  the 
life  of  the  murderer,  and  many  of  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  murdered 
men  were  also  clamoring  for  vengeance.  But  to  the  credit  of  Iowa  and 
especially  Shelby  county,  be  it  said,  wisdom  and  coolness  prevailed,  and 
Sheriff  Chatburn  was  allowed  to  bring  him  to  Harlan,  where  he  now  lies  in 
jail." 
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He  was  immediately  interviewed  by  a  Republican  reporter,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

"He  is  a  young  man,  about  twenty-four  years  of  age;  is  of  slim  build 
and  weighs  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  He  gave  his  name  as 
William  Hardy,  alias  Smith.  His  home  is  in  Bates  county,  Missouri.  He 
gives  the  name  of  his  pal  as  Simpson  Taylor  Crawford,  alias  Bates.  He 
confesses  to  stealing  horses,  but  denies  having  killed  Clingan.  He  admits 
being  present  at  the  killing  of  Clingan  by  Crawford,  but  says  that  neither 
of  them  had  anything  to  do  with  the  murder  of  Stubbs.  He  says  Crawford 
shot  Clingan,  Hallock  and  Maddy,  and  that  the  man  Craig  was  wounded 
accidentally.  He  is  a  desperate  character  and  takes  the  matter  ccolly  and 
willingly  converses  with  any  who  call  to  him  from  the  jail  window.  He  has 
a  sister  living  at  Atlantic,  so  we  are  informed  by  Sheriff  Crane,  of  Cass,  and 
his  relatives  are  said  to  be  quite  respectable  people. 

"On  Monday  he  was  arraigned  before  Esquire  J.  E.  Weaver,  charged 
with  being  an  accomplice  in  the  killing  of  Clingan  and  Maddy.  and  tie  shoot- 
ing of  young  Hallock.  He  waived  examination  and  was  taken  back  to  jail 
to  await  the  action  of  the  grand  jury. 

"A  great  deal  of  excitement  has  prevailed  and  a  lynching  party  from 
Marne  or  Polk  City  has  nightly  been  anticipated,  but  it  is  now  thought  that 
the  law  will  take  its  course.  This  is  the  letter  plan,  for  there  is  yet  much 
mystery  surrounding  the  murder  of  Stubbs  that  may  be  cleared  up,  besides 
it  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  more  guilty  men  to  justice. 

"The  body  of  the  murderer,  S.  T.  Crawford,  who  was  killed  at  Elkhorn 
Grove,  was  buried  by  the  coroner  of  Shelby  county,  J.  W.  Chatburn,  on 
Sunday,  after  impanelling  a  jury  and  holding  an  inquest.  The  verdict  of 
the  jury  was  as  follows : 

"  'State  of  Iowa.  ss.    Shelby  County. 

M  'An  inquisition  holden  at  the  house  of  Martin  Peterson.  Clay  town- 
ship. Shelby  county.  Iowa,  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  1883.  before  J.  W. 
Chatburn.  coroner  of  said  county,  upon  the  body  of  an  unknown  man  then 
lying  dead,  by  the  jurors  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed.  The  said 
jurors,  upon  their  oaths,  do  say  that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  gun- 
shot wounds  caused  by  some  i>erson  or  persons  unknown  to  them.  In  testi- 
mony whereof  the  said  jurors  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  the  day  and 
year  ..foresaid. 

"  'J.  C.  Cole, 

"  'Ole  C.  Larson. 

"  'Martin  Peterson. 
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"  'Witness  my  hand  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

"  'J.  W.  Chatburn, 

"  'Coroner.'" 

William  Hardy,  however,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  feeling  in  Marne. 
Iowa,  and  vicinity,  including  the  southeastern  part  of  Shelby  county,  was 
running  high  against  him,  on  account  of  the  death  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Maddy.  of 
Marne.  and  the  severe  injuries  inflicted  upon  young  Hallock.  was  not  to 
have  his  guilt  or  innocence  determined  by  regular  trial. 

Within  a  few  days  following  his  being  placed  in  the  Harlan  jail,  a  band 
of  determined  men,  probably  between  fifty  and  one  hundred  in  number, 
more  or  less  disguised,  overpowered  the  Harlan  jailer  and  took  Hardy  from 
the  jail  late  at  night,  led  him  to  the  old  bridge  across  the  Botna,  near  Chat- 
burn's  mill  and  hear  the  present  city  pumping  station,  and  hanged  him  from 
the  railing  of  the  bridge,  afterwards  firing  several  volleys  into  his  body.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  lynching  party  was  composed  of  men  from  Marne  and 
vicinity,  and  that  it  probably  included  a  few  men  from  the  southeastern  part 
of  Shelby  county.  One  of  the  party  afterwards  wrote  a  short  article  for  one 
of  the  county  papers,  giving  some  details  of  the  tragedy.  So  far  as  is  known 
the  lynching  of  Hardy  was  the  only  instance  of  mob  law  in  the  history  of  the 
county. 

STRANGE  DISAPPEARANCE  OF  FRANCIS  RICHARDSON  AND  OTHERS. 

One  of  the  startling  events  in  Shelby  county  was  the  mysterious  dis- 
appearance in  August,  1896,  of  Francis  Richardson,  a  wealthy  bachelor, 
somewhat  eccentric,  who  for  a  number  of  years  went  from  place  to  place  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Shelby  county,  loaning  money  to  the  farmers.  At  the 
time  of  his  disappearance.  Mr.  Richardson  was  the  owner  of  about  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Shelby  and  Audubon  counties,  and  was  in 
possession  of  probably  forty  thousand  dollars  in  notes  and  securities,  given 
mostly  by  the  farmers  of  Shelby  and  Audubon  counties.  Mr.  Richardson 
undoubtedly  was  murdered,  but  no  satisfactory  clue  ever  presented  itself 
leading  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  his  murderer  or  murderers.  There 
were  many  suspicions,  but  no  proof  that  was  satisfactory,  although  much 
investigation  was  conducted  by  the  officers  of  Shelby  county.  The  title  to 
the  property  of  Mr.  Richardson  was  divested  by  a  presumption  of  law  that  a 
person  who  disapi>ears  and  is  unheard  of  for  seven  years  or  more,  is,  legally 
considered,  dead  and  his  property  subject  to  inheritance.    The  title,  there- 
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fore,  to  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  two  counties  contains  a  link  in  its  chain 
based  solely  upon  this  legal  presumption. 

Another  person  who  mysteriously  disappeared  and  who  for  more  than 
twenty-eight  years  has  not  been  seen  or  heard  of,  was  Edgar  R.  Ottoway,  of 
Kjrkman.  Iowa.  He  also  owned  certain  property,  the  title  to  which  has  been 
divested  by  certain  presumptions  of  law  and  by  special  statutes  governing  the 
title  to  property  of  absentees.  Another  man  who  left  behind  him  no  trail  of 
his  whereabouts  and  who  has  not  been  seen  for  more  than  ten  years  is  VV.  R 
Rowland,  for  one  term  county  attorney  of  Shelby  county. 

These  instances  show  how  easy  it  is  for  a  single  human  being  to  drop 
absolutely  out  of  the  active  current  of  life  in  which  he  had  been  so  well 
known,  and  be  known  no  more. 

THE   MURDER   OF   JAMES   ROBERTSON    AND  JASPER  ROBERTSON. 

About  1882  James  Robertson  and  wife  and  their  son,  Jasper,  came  to 
Harlan  from  Montgomery  county.  They  bought  the  forty  acres  of  land 
just  north  of  the  Shelby  county  fair  grounds  and  built  a  house  there.  They 
were  industrious  and  inoffensive  people  and  made  a  living  by  small  farming 
and  dairying.     In  Mrs.  Robertson  was  given  a  divorce  from  her  hus- 

band and  went  away,  leaving  James  and  Jasper  Robertson  the  sole  occupants 
of  the  little  house  where  the  tragedy  hereafter  mentioned  occurred. 

In  June,  1889,  Miss  Josie  Davidson,  of  t'alaway  county,  Missouri,  came 
to  Shelby  county  to  visit  an  aunt,  Mrs  Bent  Perfect,  then  living  on  the  east 
of  John  Burke's.  She  was  soon  followed  by  J.  K.  Cumberland,  of  Mexico, 
Missouri,  who  had  become  acquainted  with  her  in  that  state.  On 
July  4.  i88<>,  they  were  married  at  Harlan.  They  then  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  Robertsons  wherein  they  moved  into  the  home  of  the  Robertson 
and  kept  house  for  them.  On  September  24,  1880.  the  Robertsons  sold  their 
little  property  to  George  Paup. 

In  the  fall  of  1880.  James  Robertson  and  Jasper  Rnliertson.  after  dis- 
posing <»f  their  farm  near  Harlan  and  also  their  personal  property,  prepared  to 
leave.  After  the  sale  they  lived  with  J.  Kaiser  Cumberland  and  wife,  who 
for  some  time  had  occupied  the  Robertson  premises  and  had  bought  most  of 
their  household  goods  from  the  Robertsons.  About  the  first  day  of  October 
the  Robertsons  made  arrangements  to  go  to  Montgomery  county  to  visit 
relatives,  after  which  they  intended  to  return  to  Harlan,  and  then  go  west. 
The  Robertsons  mysteriously  disapj>eared  and  the  Cumberlands  left  Harlan 
on  October  23,  their  destination  at  that  time  unknown.    Sheriff  George  S. 
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Rainbow  and  Deputy  C.  C.  Redfield  began  work  upon  what  clues  were  ob- 
tainable and  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  1891,  the  Cumberlands  were  arrested  at 
Springfield.  Missouri,  where  they  had  resided  since  October,  1890. 

Suspicion  was  not  aroused  until  April,  1890,  when  R.  P.  Foss,  attorney 
for  James  Robertson,  begat]  to  think  it  strange  that  the  Robertsons  did  not 
write  concerning  notes  and  money  left  at  Harlan  by  them.  In  April  Mr. 
Foss  learned  that  they  had  never  visited  the  relatives  in  Montgomery  county, 
nor  had  they  gone  to  Wyoming,  which  was  their  ultimate  destination.  Mr. 
Foss  at  once  began  efforts  to  clear  up  the  mystery  of  the  disappearance  of 
the  Robertsons.  Sheriff  Rainbow  was  called  in,  and,  together  with  Mr. 
Foss,  Attorney  D.  O.  Stuart  and  County  Attorney  J.  B.  Whitney,  they 
traced  the  Cumberlands  from  Harlan  through  various  towns  to  Springfield, 
Missouri.  The  Cumberlands  were  arrested  as  they  were  about  to  leave  for 
an  unknown  destination.  They  expressed  great  surprise  that  the  Robertsons 
had  not  turned  up.  They  were  brought  to  Harlan  and  were  lodged  in  jail, 
the  wife  being  confined  for  some  time  in  the  Avoca  jail. 

During  the  investigation  of  the  case  by  the  grand  jury,  it  is  said  that  the 
wife  stated  she  did  not  fear  the  results  so  far  as  she  was  concerned  since  her 
husband,  she  alleged,  had  made  a  statement  in  black  and  white  that  would 
exonerate  her.    The  court  then  ordered  that  the  officers  search  the  trunks 
and  effects  of  the  Cumberlands,  which  was  done,  however,  without  result. 
They  then  searched  Cumberland,  himself,  and  after  a  terrible  struggle  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  in  a  pocket  in  his  shirt  a  confession.    After  obtaining  the 
paper  the  sheriff  attempted  to  read  the  confession,  but  Cumberland  sprang 
upon  him,  and  tore  the  paper  from  his  hands.    He  would  have  succeeded  in 
destroying  it  had  not  those  engaged  in  the  search  taken  him  by  the  throat,, 
pushed  him  back  against  the  cell  and  held  the  hand  in  which  the  confession 
was  gripped  so  tightly  also  back  against  the  cell,  and  choked  him  into  sub- 
mission.   The  paper  was  torn  into  many  fragments.    The  sheriff,  however, 
pasted  the  fragments  together.    The  confession  was  as  follows: 
"A  True  Confession.    Harlan,  Iowa.  September  21,  1889. 
"Hear,  hear,  as  I  confess  to  the  people  a  crime  that  my  dear  wife  is  in- 
nocent of,  knowing  or  having  anything  to  do  with  at  all.  and  in  which  I  hope 
thev  won't  punish  her  any  lunger,  and  let  her  go  home  to  her  people.     She  is 
innocent  as  her  poor  little  babe  is.    I  can't  say  she  knows  anything,  as  she 
has  never  heard  me  say  anything  so  she  could  learn  anything.    But  she  is 
like  all  the  rest,  she  has  her  suspicion.    So  the  poor  woman  is  innocent,  God 
knows,  and  can  not  tell  you  how  this  was  done,  or  wrhere  they  was  put  at. 
The  preacher  that  married  us,  and  his  family,  was  going  to  be  at  Bent  Per- 


Digitized  by  Google 


SHELBY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


583 


feet's  2 1  st  of  September,  and  we  was  invited  to  come  and  spend  the  day  and 
take  dinner  with  them.    So  we  started  up  there  about  9  o'clock  and  I  went 
part  way  with  my  wife  and  then  told  her  to  go  on,  and  I  would  go  across  to 
Hy  Baughn's  and  see  him,  as  I  understood  he  had  a  small  place  to  rent,  and 
I  would  come  back  to  Perfect's  by  noon.    So  I  went  to  Hy  Baughn's  farm 
and  came  back  by  home,  and  Jap  and  the  old  man  was  there.    The  old  man 
wanted  to  know  if  we  could  settle  up  our  business  now,  as  they  wanted  to 
leave  as  soon  as  possible.    I  said,  I  guess  so.    Well,  I  paid  him  $125  dollars 
a  few  days  before,  in  which,  when  we  undertook  to  settle,  we  got  in  a  dispute 
over,  and  one  word  brought  on  another,  until  I  called  them  d — d  liars.  Jap 
took  it  up  by  reaching  in  the  trunk  and  getting  his  revolver,  as  I  walked  out  in 
our  room  and  got  and  put  my  pistol  in  my  pocket,  not  with  the  intention  to 
use  it  if  I  could  help  it.    I  stood  in  there  meditating  what  to  do,  whether  to 
finish  paying  them,  or  to  let  them  have  the  team  and  all  back  again ;  but 
either  way  would  cause  me  to  be  out  $25.    So,  while  I  was  meditating  about 
this  there,  they  both  went  down  to  the  barn.    So  I  made  up  my  mind  to  go 
and  compromise  with  them  and  finish  settling.    So  I  started  for  the  barn, 
and  1  guess  them  thinking  I  was  coming  for  other  purposes,  Jap  pulled  his 
revolver  again  and  discharged  it  twice.    One  of  the  shots  struck  the  barn 
door  and  the  other  whistled  by  my  head  outside.    I  jumped  back  and  came 
in  at  the  other  door,  making  the  best  use  of  myself  and  revolver,  and  in  which 
I  did  kill  and  conceal  them  there  in  the  barn  until  night,  and  never  went  to 
Perfect's  at  all,  and  my  wife  never  got  home  until  dusk,  and  when  she  came 
I  told  her  they  was  gone  away.    1  had  their  clothes  all  hid,  so  she  would  not 
think  or  suspicion  anything  else,  and  that  night  I  slipped  out  and  left  her  in 
the  house  and  put  them  away,  and  she  didn't  know  where  I  was  or  what  I 
was  doing.    And  their  clothes.  I  burnt  some  of  them  and  other  things,  un- 
knowing to  my  poor  wife.    So  I  say  she  is  innocent  as  any  woman  or  child 
in  this  country.    I  have  never  told  her  any  better  to  this  day.    O,  God  knows 
she  is  innocent  of  this,  and  for  God's  sake  do  not  punish  her  for  what  I  do. 
Let  her  go  home  to  her  people,  for  God's  sake,  and  give  her  what  belongs  to 
us  and  let  her  go,  God  bless  her!    I  hope  and  trust  you  all  will,  and  don't 
punish  the  innocent,  for  she  is  innocent.    I  put  those  bodies  across  the 
bridge  at  the  corner  of  the  field,  down  over  the  bank,  in  the  edge  of  the  river, 
where  they  throwr  trash  over  the  bank.    And  my  wife  can't  tell  you  nothing 
of  this ;  it  is  all  unknown  to  her.  so  let  her  go.  will  you  please,  for  God's  sake. 

"J-  K.  Cumberland. 

"I  pronounce  her  and  babe  and  all  eternal  farewell.  May  heaven  bless 
her  and  baby." 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  confession  bears  the  date  of  September  i, 
1889.  It  was  in  fact,  however,  written  since  the  confinement  of  Cumber- 
land in  jail.  The  paper  on  which  it  was  written  was  a  letter  head  of  the 
sheriffs  office.  It  was  apparently  written  at  a  time  when  Cumberland  feared 
mob  law,  which  was  threatened,  and  it  was  no  doubt  written  to  shield  his 
wife  and  babe,  for  whom,  in  spite  of  his  horrible  depravity,  Cumberland 
had  feelings  of  affection. 

After  the  confession  Cumberland  broke  down  completely  and  told  the 
officers  all.  about  the  tragedy  and  gave,  as  near  as  he  could,  the  location  of 
the  bodies.  The  bodies  were  buried  in  the  soft  ground  on  the  bank  of  the 
Nishnabotna,  just  across  the  bridge  situated  north  of  the  Shelby  county  fair 
ground.    Cumberland  also  wrote  a  very  pathetic  letter  to  his  wife. 

Shortly  following  the  writing  of  this  letter  Cumberland  was  taken  to 
Avoca  by  Deputy  Sheriff  Stone  for  safety  and  the  next  day,  at  Avoca,  Dep- 
uty Stone,  in  company  with  Attorney  F.  A.  Turner,  induced  Cumberland  to 
dictate,  sign  and  swear  to  a  confession,  which  was  substantially  the  same  as 
the  first,  except  that  it  located  the  bodies  more  definitely  and  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  witnessed  by  a  notary  public.  In  this  confession,  Mr.  Cum- 
berland stated  that  he  went  from  Harlan  to  Missouri  Valley,  and  that  after 
remaining  there  three  or  four  days,  he  then  went  to  Council  Bluffs,  from 
Council  Bluffs  to  St.  Joseph,  and  then  went  to  work  on  a  railroad,  running 
from  Fort  Scott.  Kansas,  to  Rich  Hill,  Missouri.  He  then  went  to  Carthage. 
Missouri,  where  he  worked  on  a  railroad  and  then  went  to  Springfield. 
Missouri,  where  he  conducted  a  wood  yard  for  some  months,  and  then  ran  a 
job  wagon,  which  he  was  still  running  when  arrested. 

Search  was  soon  instituted  for  the  bodies,  King  Honeywell  and  \V.  R. 
Honeywell  being  particularly  active  in  this  work.  The  bodies  were  finally 
discovered  by  King  Honeywell  at  a  point  very  near  that  described  in  the 
confession.  The  exact  location  was  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  northeast 
of  the  bridge  over  the  'Botna,  on  Robertson's  farm,  under  the  high  bank  of 
the  creek  which  runs  very  close  to  the  highway.  This  point  had  been  fre- 
quently used  as  a  dumping  place  for  rubbish,  which  prevented  the  creek  from 
encroaching  further  upon  the  highway.  The  bodies  were  found  in  a  hole 
four  and  one-half  feet  deep  and  thirty  feet  from  the  river  bed.  The  skull  of 
Jasper  contained  two  holes,  one  in  the  forehead  and  one  at  the  base  of  the 
head,  the  condition  of  the  bullet  hole  at  the  front  of  the  skull  showing  that 
the  shot  had  been  fired  from  Ixmind.  James  Robertson's  skull  had  been 
crushed. 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  was  that  James  Robertson  came  to  his 
death  by  a  blow  on  the  head  with  some  blunt  instrument,  and  Jasper  Robert- 
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son  probably  by  shooting  through  the  head,  all  at  the  hands  of  J.  K.  Cum- 
berland. 

People  who  knew  the  Robertsons  placed  no  credence  in  Cumberland's 
claim  that  Jasper  had  shot  at  him,  as  both  of  the  Robertsons  were  inoffensive, 
kindly  men.  The  fact  is  the  Robertsons  had  some  money  and  Cumberland 
owed  them  for  a  team  and  wagon,  thus  by  committing  murder  he  paid  his 
own  debt  and  got  their  money. 

Much  credit  for  the  ferreting  out  of  this  terrible  crime  was  due  to  At- 
torney R.  P.  Foss,  Attorney  D.  O.  Stuart.  County  Attorney  J.  B.  Whitney 
and  Sheriff  George  S.  Rainbow,  who  for  many  years  maintained  a  fine  repu- 
tation for  clever  work  in  running  down  criminals. 

After  some  years  of  delay,  occasioned  by  a  hard-fought  trial  in  the  dis- 
trict court  and  by  an  effort  to  induce  the  governor  of  the  state  to  intervene, 
as  well  as  by  an  appeal  to  the  state  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  which  affirmed 
the  decision  of  the  district  court,  Cumberland  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
and  was  executed  in  189 1,  at  Fort  Madison.  The  defendant  was  prosecuted 
by  T.  R.  Mockler,  county  attorney,  and  by  Attorney  D.  O.  Stuart.  He  was 
defended  by  Byers  &  Lockwood. 

TRAGIC  STORY  OF  THE  LAST  DAYS  AND  DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  H.  WHISLER. 

Shelby  county  has  produced  many  brave  and  adventurous  spirits.  Per- 
haps none  of  her  young  men  ever  had  a  more  unusual  or  striking  career  than 
that  of  William.  H.  Whisler. 

During  the  late  seventies  Mr.  Whisler  resided  for  several  years  in  Shelby 
township  and  worked  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  and  also  on  several  of  the 
farms  in  that  vicinity.  Apparently  tiring  of  what  must  have  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  somewhat  monotonous  life,  he  went  to  Omaha  and  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  F,  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  of  the  United  States  Army,  on 
August  13,  1879. 

In  1881  Gen.  A.  W.  Greely.  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Washington.  D.  C, 
was  selected  to  command  an  American  Arctic  Expedition,  known  as  the 
Lady  Franklin  Bay  Expedition,  which,  in  conjunction  with  twelve  others, 
formed  a  circumpolar  chain  of  scientific  stations  for  meteorological  and  other 
observations  in  the  Arctic  regions.  The  expedition  penetrated  to  the  then 
farthest  north,  latitude  of  eighty-three  degrees,  twenty-four  minutes,  cross- 
ing Grinnell  Land.  Their  supplies  ran  low  and  a  majority  of  the  men  died 
of  starvation.  W  hen  rescued  by  the  third  relief  expedition  at  Cape  Sabine 
under  Commander  W.  S.  Schley  (afterward  a  famous  naval  commander 
during  the  Spanish-American  War),  on  June  23,  1884.  the  party  was  reduced 
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by  death  to  seven  members,  who  were  all  on  the  point  of  starvation.  General 
Greeley  himself  had  practically  abandoned  hope  of  living,  as  indicated  by 
entries  in  his  diary. 

In  his  work,  entitled  "Three  Years  of  Arctic  Service,"  published  in 
1885,  descriptive  of  the  Lady  Franklin  Bay  expedition.  General  Greely,  in  a 
diary  kept  by  him  and  published  in  that  work,  details  occurrences  in  the  life 
of  William  H.  Whisler. 

From  the  tragic  record  one  learns  that  the  first  birthday  celebrated  by 
the  ill-fated  expedition  was  that  of  Private  Whisler,  upon  the  completion  of 
his  twenty-fourth  year.  At  this  time  the  practice  was  inaugurated  and  in- 
variably followed  of  exempting  from  duty  the  man  whose  birthday  was  l>eing 
celebrated,  and  allowing  him  to  select  a  dinner  from  the  entire  list  of  pro- 
visions and  dainties  in  stock.  Mr.  Whisler  was  frequently  chosen  to  do  par- 
ticular work  for  the  expedition.  For  instance,  with  Sergeant  Ellison,  he 
was  sent  to  Cape  Merchison  with  a  dog  sledge  to  repitch  the  tent  and  put  it 
in  good  condition  for  future  travelers.  General  Greely  sent  Whisler  with 
two  other  members  of  the  party,  and  with  two  sledges,  in  an  attempt  to 
cross  Grinnell  Land  coast  to  the  westward  to  establish  a  cache  for  a  future 
party.  During  the  long,  lonesome  winter  the  men  had  a  checker  tournament, 
in  which  Whisler  won  a  prize. 

When  the  last  day  of  winter  came  and  with  it  the  long-expected  return 
of  the  sun  it  was  Private  Whisler,  with  Lieutenant  Kislingbury,  who  climlxfd 
Bellot  island  and  saw  the  whole  disk  of  the  sun,  when  the  temperature  was 
forty-six  and  six  one-hundredths  degrees  below  zero.  The  rest  of  the  party 
contented  themselves  with  a  view  of  the  upper  limb  of  the  disk,  from  the 
station. 

When  General  Greely  found  it  necessary  to  make  an  exploration  cover- 
ing fifteen  or  twenty  days,  Mr.  Whisler  was  one  of  the  three  persons  chosen 
to  accompany  the  General.  At  this  time  Whisler  and  Greely,  himself, 
dragged  one  of  the  sledges. 

General  Greely  speaks  of  Whisler  as  having  great  energy.  He  appears, 
also,  to  have  been  a  close  observer,  for  Greely  mentions  him  as  having  seen 
small  fish,  as  having  shot  a  ptarmigan  and  a  hare,  and  as  having  sighted 
some  musk-oxen.  One  member  of  the  party,  named  Sergeant  Rice,  had  in- 
jured his  shoulder  badly  and  Whisler  was  placed  in  charge  of  him.  General 
Greely  speaks- of  this  service  in  the  following  words,  found  in  Volume  1,  at 
page  168  of  the  work  hereinbefore  referred  to:  "The  latter  (Whisler),  in 
his  extreme  zeal  to  be  of  assistance,  had  left  the  station  without  orders,  and 
was  far  too  thinly  clad  for  such  exposure.    The  weather  was  moderately 
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warm  (29-33.90),  but  the  over-exertion,  followed  by  a  reaction,  so  af- 
fected him  physically  and  mentally  that  he  would  have  perished  from  cold 
had  it  not  been  for  Sergeant  Rice's  judicious  and  persistent  efforts  in  his 
behalf.  The  success  of  his  action  was  all  the  more  creditable.  The  exposure 
affected  Private  Whisler's  mental  faculties  in  much  the  same  manner  as  was 
vividly  described  by  Kane  in  the  experience  of  his  party,  in  which  several 
men  eventually  perished.  It  was  several  hours  after  his  return  to  the  station 
before  Whisler  was  entirely  in  his  right  mind." 

The  last  entries  made  by  General  Greely  in  his  diary  touching  the  last 
days  and  death  of  Whisler  were  as  follows: 

"May  9  ( 1 8814)  :    I  wrote  out  wills  today  for  Whisler  and  Salar. 

"May  19:   Isrel  and  Whisler  have  quite  broken  down. 

"May  23:  Whisler  managed  to  get  up  the  hill  alone.  He  became 
weaker,  however,  in  the  afternoon,  and  is  unconscious  this  evening.  [It  ap- 
pears from  the  diairy  that  the  tent  in  which  the  few  survivors  of  the  party 
were  living  was  moved  on  this  date.] 

"May  24:  Whisler  was  unconscious  this  morning  and  died  about  noon. 
I  read  the  service  over  him  and  he  was  left  outside  near  the  tent  where  he  had 
died,  for  the  present. 

"May  26:  The  stronger  of  the  party  succeeded  in  burying  Whisler  this 
morning.  One  man  was  shot  because  of  his  persistence  in  stealing  food, 
which  at  this  time  was  so  scarce  that  the  whole  party  was  in  danger  of 
dying." 

It  should  be  remembered  at  this  time  that  the  men  alive  were  eating  the 
oil-tan  cover  of  a  sleeping  bag.  and  lichens  and  moss,  One  person  ate  his  own 
boots,  and  seal  skin  thongs  were  made  into  a  stew: 

In  his  work,  General  Greely  pays  this  tribute  to  Private  Whisler : 
"Whisler  was  a  man  of  fine  physique,  who  had  always  labored  his  best  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  expedition."  On  a  map  showing  the  Garfield 
mountains,  there  is  a  mountain,  named  Mt.  Whisler,  which  is  undoubtedly 
named  for  the  brave  Shelby  county  boy,  who  was  one  of  the  best  explorers 
of  the  party,  energetic  and  faithful.  One  of  the  photographs  or  cuts  shown 
in  the  work  represents  Long  and  Whisler  returning  from  Archer  Fiord. 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  Whisler  occurred  at  Delphi,  Carroll  county,  Indiana. 
August  13,  1884.  A  newspaper  of  that  town  contains  the  following  account 
of  the  funeral,  together  with  some  additional  information  concerning  the 
dead  hero: 
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whisler's  funeral  august  13,  1884. 

"The  body  of  William  H.  Whisler,  the  Carroll  county  boy,  who  perished 
in  the  Greely  polar  expedition,  arrived  in  this  city  on  Sunday  last,  and  was 
immediately  placed  in  the  corridor  of  the  court  house,  where  it  lay  in  state, 
under  guard,  until  Tuesday  morning.  Hundreds  of  visitors  passed  through 
the  building,  viewing  the  casket  and  a  photograph  of  the  Greely  crew  con- 
taining the  likeness  of  the  deceased.  The  entrance  was  decorated  with  the 
national  colors. 

"Governor  Porter  arrived  Monday  evening  and  was  taken  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enoch  Rinehart.  On  Tuesday  morning  the  Clinton 
Light  Guards  of  Frankfort,  and  Company  C,  of  Lafayette,  also  arrived.  At 
nine  o'clock  the  procession  formed  on  the  south  side  of  the  square.  Preceding 
the  body  was  a  martial  band,  carriage  containing  the  governor,  Col.  John  H. 
Gould  and  family,  and  following  were  the  military  companies:  Company 
C,  First  Veteran  Regiment,  Lieutenant  Bennett,  commander;  Company  H, 
First  Veteran  Regiment,  Lieutenant  Gresham,  commander ;  Clinton  Light 
Guards,  or  Company  K,  Third  Regiment,  Indiana  Infantry,  Captain  Hunt- 
singer,  commander ;  and  a  long  line  of  citizens,  in  carriages  and  on  foot.  The 
military  companies  formed  a  part  of  the  cortege  until  beyond  the  city  limits 
and.  returning,  took  the  regular  train  for  the  scene  of  the  funeral  services. 
The  train  was  packed  to  its  Jtmost  capacity,  even  the  baggage  and  express 
cars  and  platform  being  .jammed.  The  railroad  company  had  kindly  ar- 
ranged for  the  comfort  of  the  attendants  on  the  funeral  and  accordingly  the 
train  stopped  at  the  crossing  near  the  place  arranged  for  the  ceremonies. 
Several  hundred  people  left  the  cars  here  and  marched  to  Shistler's  woods, 
where  the  stand  had  been  erected  and  handsomely  decorated.  Both  in  front 
and  to  the  rear  it  was  covered  with  the  national  colors.  Immediately  in  front 
was  a  large  picture  of  the  entire  Greely  party,  which  was  viewed  with  much 
interest  by  every  one.  At  this  time  the  grove  contained  an  exceedingly  large 
concourse  of  people. 

"The  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Hott,  of  Dayton. 
Ohio.  He  chose  as  his  text  the  thirty-sixth  verse  of  the  thirteenth  chapter  of 
Acts.  'After  he  had  served  his  own  generation  he  fell  asleep.' 

"Addresses  were  also  made  by  Rev.  S.  R.  Seawright,  Colonel  Gould, 
and  Rev.  W.  E.  Loucks.  of  Logansport.  Indiana. 

"Governor  Porter,  of  Indiana,  being  present.  Captain  Gross  next  intro- 
duced him.    He  said  that  he  had  had  no  idea  of  taking  active  part  in  the 
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ceremonies  of  the  occasion,  but  was  simply  present  as  the  chief  executive  of 
the  state,  to  represent  it  in  person  upon  so  solemn  and  yet  so  great  an  occa- 
sion. He  said  that  the  fame  of  the  young  hero  did  not  belong  to  the  county 
alone,  nor  yet  to  the  state,  or  even  the  nation,  but  to  the  world.  The  gov- 
ernor's remarks  were  dignified,  fitting  and  appropriate.  His  presence,  con- 
duct and  remarks  made  an  excellent  impression. 

"The  body  was  interred  with  full  military  honors,  the  companies  form- 
ing on  the  south  side  of  the  open  grave  and  firing  three  rounds. 

"Thus  ended  the  solemn  ceremonies.  Today,  just  five  years  ago,  William 
H.  Whisler  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  and  his  time  would  have  expired  on 
this,  the  13th  day  of  August,  1884. 

"Over  three  thousand  people  followed  the  remains  to  the  cemeti  ry.  On 
the  casket  was  the  inscription:  'W.  H.  Whisler,  Private  Ninth  Infantry. 
U.  S.  A.,  Died  May  24,  1884,  Age  Twenty-seven.' 

"The  casket  containing  the  remains  of  Private  Whisler  was  made  of 
boiler  iron,  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  the  bottom  and  sid^s  being 
in  one  place.  The  ends  and  the  top  were  bolted  with  half  inch  bolts,  two 
inches  long,  and  then  sealed  perfectly  air  tight.  Strict  orders  we~e  given 
prohibiting  the  opening  of  it. 

"The  mother  of  William  H.  Whisler  died  in  Shelby  county,  Iowa.  May 
27,  1877.  His  father  was  C.  C.  Whisler,  a  native  of  Franklin  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, and  his  mother  was  Leah  H.  Catherine  Whisler.  His  brother. 
Clarence  J.  Whisler,  was  famous  as  a  wrestler,  having  died  in  Melbourne. 
Australia.  February  15,  1885. 

"William  H.  Whisler  was  the  second  child.  He  was  one  of  the  five 
hundred  men  who  volunteered  to  go  with  Lieutenant  Greely's  expedition  to 
the  Arctic  regions.  Being  a  young  man  of  remarkably  fine  form  and  hand- 
some physique,  he  ranked  highest  in  medical  examination  and  was  the  first 
selected  out  of  five  hundred  volunteers.  The  expedition  sailed  from  St. 
John's,  New  Foundland.  on  July  7,  1881.  From  this  point  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  friends,  in  which  he  realized  the  dangers  that  beset  the  enterprise.  He 
asked  the  prayerful  consideration  of  his  friends  and  closed  with  a  'goodbye' 
that  now  seems  sadly  prophetic.  He  was  the  last  of  the  seventeen  to  die. 
and  passed  away  May  24,  at  Melville  Bay.  1884,  aged  twenty-seven  years." 

Perhaps  no  better  tribute  to  William  H.  Whisler  himself  could  be  given 
than  General  Greely's  dedication  of  his  "Three  Years  of  Arctic  Service."  in 
these  words,  laconic  and  stoical,  in  the  literary  style  of  the  trained  soldier: 

"To  the  Lady  Franklin  Bay  Expedition,  these  volumes  are  dedicated: 
to  its  dead,  who  suffered  much — to  its  living,  who  suffered  more.  Their 
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energy  accomplished  the  farthest  north;  their  fidelity  wrought  out  success; 
their  courage  faced  death  undauntedly ;  their  loyalty  and  discipline  in  all  the 
dark  days  ensured  that  this  record  of  their  service  should  be  given  to  the 
world." 

LAYING  OF  CORNER  STONE  OF  COURT  HOUSE. 

One  of  the  great  days  in  Shelby  county  history  was  Thursday,  August 
4,  1892,  on  which  the  corner  stone  of  the  present  court  house  was  laid,  in  the 
presence  of  more  than  five  thousand  people.  The  day  was  opened  by  a  base- 
ball game  between  the  stone  cutters  and  brick  masons  working  on  the  build- 
ing, which  was  won  by  the  former  by  a  score  of  fourteen  to  twelve.  A  wheel- 
barrow race  was  won  by  Ed.  Parker.  A  bicycle  race  was  won  by  Fred  Mills. 
The  fat  man's  race  was  won  by  William  Bartrug.  R.  L.  Kent,  of  Monroe 
township,  afterwards  county  recorder  of  Shelby  county,  won  a  foot  race, 
with  E.  Philson.  of  Jackson  township,  second.  James  Tague  won  an  egg 
race,  with  Garfield  Long  second.  Charles  Weiggart  won  a  potato  race,  with 
William  Fritz  second.  Charles  Long  took  first  prize  in  the  second  potato 
race,  and  Charles  Potter  second.  The  hundred-yard  free-for-all  foot  race 
was  won  by  Gus  Moore,  now  better  known  as  Dr.  E.  A.  Moore,  George  True, 
second,  and  John  Qnigg,  third,  all  these  persons  being  well  known  members 
of  the  famous  W.  L.  Baughn  Hose  Team.  A  race  for  the  old  soldiers,  was 
won  by  T.  M.  Harford,  of  Irwin:  second,  John  Honeywell,  of  Harlan.  The 
two-hundred-yard  foot  race  was  won  by  Gus  Moore,  with  Frank  Hille,  sec- 
ond. Throughout  the  entire  forenoon  balloons  were  sent  up  and  during  the 
entire  time  between  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  noon,  music  was  fur- 
nished by  the  half  dozen  bands  present,  among  them  the  celebrated  Earling 
German  Cornet  Band,  which  is  now  in  existence,  with  a  numl>er  of  prayers 
who  were  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone. 

The  nine  o'clock  train  brought  up  Masonic  Grand  Master  Phelps  and 
several  other  gentlemen  from  Atlantic,  l>esides  large  delegations  from  Shelbv 
and  elsewhere  in  the  south  part  of  the  county.  The  incoming  visitors  were 
met  at  the  stations  by  committees  with  carriages  and  by  the  band  and  escorted 
to  the  public  square. 

At  1 1  :$o  o'clock  dinner  was  announced  at  \\  viand's  Park,  which  is  now 
the  Park  School  ground.  Here  a  score  or  more  of  waiters  looked  after  the 
needs  of  the  hungry  crowd.  Everybody  had  enough  to  eat  and  an  abundance 
was  left.  After  dinner  the  crowd  assembled  on  the  public  square,  where  a 
procession  was  formed  in  the  following  order: 

The  Harlan  Bicycle  club,  Barling  band.  Masons,  Danish  band  of  Har- 
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Ian,  Masons,  officers  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge.  Harlan  cornet  band,  Har- 
lan hose  team,  Kirkman  band,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Panama  band,  citizens, 
stone  cutters  and  brick  layers,  raganuirrms.  The  procession  marched  south 
on  Third  street  to  Baldwin,  and  thence  west  to  Second,  where  the  line  of 
march  turned  north  to  the  square,  and  thence  to  the  court  house,  where  the 
laying  of  the  corner  stone  took  place.  The  ceremonies  were  opened  with  prayer 
by  Chaplain  J.  W.  Chatburn.  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  church,  following 
which  the  choir  rendered  music.  "The  stone  was  then  hoisted  into  position 
ready  for  receiving  the  box  containing  the  deposits,  a  description  of  which 
was  given  by  Grand  Secretary  C.  F.  Swift,  after  which  the  box,  hermetically 
sealed,  was  placed  in  the  cavity  prepared  for  it.  and  lowered  to  its  place. 
After  this  the  ceremonies  were  wholly  Masonic,  consisting  of  the  application 
of  the  plumb,  square  and  level  to  the  stone,  and  the  declaration  that  it  was 
true  and  correct  in  all  these  particulars  according  to  the  Masonic  ritual. 
After  all  these  ceremonies  were  completed  Grand  Master  Phelps  delivered  a 
short  address,  reciting  the  advance,  growth  and  prosperity  of  our  people  in 
every  material,  art  and  science.  This  completed  the  ceremony  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  Shelby  county's  new  court  house. 

In  trie  afternoon  the  people  were  entertained  by  different  sports  and 
exercises.  A  part  of  the  immense  crowd  was  entertained  by  a  literary  pro- 
gram, at  which  Judge  J.  W.  Chatburn  acted  as  toastmaster.  Mayor  VV.  J. 
Davis,  of  Harlan,  one  of  the  well-known  early  settlers  of  the  county,  spoke 
of  "Shelby  County  as  It  Has  Been."  in  a  five-minute  speech.  .Attorney  T.  H. 
Smith,  at  present  a  pioneer  attorney  of  Harlan,  discussed  the  topic,  "W  hat  a 
Lawyer  Should  Be."  J.  VV.  White,  of  Jackson  township,  on  behalf  of  the 
farmer,  discussed  the  topic  assigned  to  him,  "Who  Pays  the  Freight?"  At- 
torney H.  W.  Byers.  later  attorney-general  of  Iowa,  discussed  the  topic, 
"What  Shelby  County  Will  Be."  Attorney  D.  O.  Stuart,  also  one  of  the 
pioneer  lawyers,  of  Harlan,  had  for  his  subject.  "The  Town  of  Harlan.'* 
VV.  T.  Shepherd  responded  to  the  toast.  "The  People  of  Shelby  County." 
"Father"  William  McGinness,  who  had  been  assigned  a  place  on  the  program, 
was  unable  to  be  present  by  reason  of  the  infirmities  of  age.  Attorney  G.  W. 
Cullison.  also  assigned  a  toast,  had  been  called  away  on  business,  and  Senator 
VV.  F.  Cleveland  was  also  prevented  from  speaking  by  the  pressure  of  other 
business.    In  the  evening  there  was  a  two-hours'  display  of  fireworks. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  C.  F.  Swift.  X.  Booth  and  Prior  Tinsley. 
collected  and  had  deposited  in  the  corner  stone,  written  and  printed  history, 
books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  as  follows : 

A  copy  of  the  Holy  Bible,  donated  by  the  American  Society. 
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A  brief  history  of  Shelby  county,  containing  its  date  of  organization, 
an  account  of  its  early  settlements,  its  various  resources,  a  list  of  the  first 
and  present  officers. 

A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  supervisors  relative  to  the 
submission  of  the  question  of  voting  a  tax.  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  new  court 
house,  the  returns  of  said  election  and  the  result. 

Deposit  of  Parian  Lodge  No.  321.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
Harlan.  Iowa,  containing  date  of  charter,  charter  members,  first  officers,  pres- 
ent officers  and  present  membership. 

Deposits  in  the  corner  stone  were  made  by  the  following  secret,  civic, 
benevolent  and  miscellaneous  organizations,  etc.:  Guardian  Lodge  No.  441, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Defiance.  Iowa;  Sardius  Lodge  No.  444,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  Irwin,  Iowa;  Olivet  Chapter  No.  107,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  Harlan:  Mt.  Zion  Commandery  No.  48,  Knights  Templar,  Harlan; 
Lebanon  Chapter  No.  8,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Harlan ;  Shelby  Chapter 
No.  67,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Shelby:  Harlan  Lodge  No.  267,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Harlan;  Canopy  Lodge  No.  401,  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Shelby;  Ellsworth  Lodge  No.  473.  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Irwin ;  Defiance  Lodge  No.  99,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  Defiance:  Carthage  Lodge  No.  65,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Har- 
lan; Prudentia  Lodge  No.  258,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Shelby  :  Defiance  Lodge 
No.  259,  Knights  of  Pythias.  Defiance;  Dick  Yates*  Post  No.  364,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  Shelby;  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman's  Camp  No.  231,  Iowa 
Division  Sons  of  Veterans.  Harlan;  General  Schofield  Camp  No.  162,  Iowa 
Division  Sons  of  Veterans.  Harlan:  Woman's  Relief  Corps  No.  178,  auxiliary 
to  Harlan  Post  No.  197;  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Defiance;  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  of  Kirkman;  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Shelby; 
Danish  Baptist  church  of  Harlan;  First  Baptist  church  of  Harlan;  Baptist 
church  of  Bowman's  Grove;  Congregational  church  of  Harlan;  Church  of 
Christ  of  Harlan:  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints  of  Harlan:  Church  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  of  Galland's  Grove:  Presbyterian  church  of  Shelby;  Evangelical 
church  of  Harlan : -Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  of  Harlan;  Harlan 
Literary  Club;  Shelby  County  Alliance:  Harlan  Fire  Department;  the  Shelby 
County  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association ;  the  publishers — one  copy  of  the 
Harlan  Tribune,  Shelby  County  Republican.  Industrial  American,  Shelby 
Xeivs,  Panama  Herald  and  the  Defiance  Enterprise,  newspapers  published 
in  Shelby  county  :  Woman's  Political  Equality  Club  of  Harlan  :  Methodist 
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church  of  Panama:  Panama  Post  No.  475.  Iowa  Department.  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  Panama:  W.  L.  Baughn  Hose  Team  of  Harlan. 

City  council  of  Harlan.  Photographs  of  city  officials,  early  history  of 
the  town,  an  account  of  the  electric  light  and  water  works  system  of  Harlan, 
her  manufacturing  plants  and  public  schools. 

A  deposit  by  the  committee  on  deposits,  souvenir  badges  used  upon  the 
occasion  of  laying  the  corner  stone. 

The  Harlan  public  schools.  Shelby  county  bar.  Parian  Lodge  No.  321. 
A  sample  of  silver  coins  then  in  circulation. 

A  STINGING  REVIVAL. 

Many  years  ago,  in  mid-winter,  a  religious  revival  was  being  held  at  the 
Philson  school  house  near  Bowman's  Grove.  One  night  during  the  revival, 
a  number  of  the  young  fellows  had  been  out  helping  themselves  to  some 
honey  that  probably  did  not  really  belong  to  them.  They  then  decided  to 
attend  the  revival.  In  some  manner,  inadvertently  or  otherwise,  they  brought 
with  them  some  bees,  drowsy  with  the  long  sleep  of  winter.  As  the  evening 
wore  on.  however,  the  bees,  warmed  up  by  the  heat  of  the  old  drum  stove 
fired  red-hot.  awoke  from  their  natural  stupor  and  "smote  their  enemies,  hip 
and  thigh."  They  divided  time  with  the  exhorter.  They  earnestly  stirred 
up  the  feelings  of  all  present.  The  boys  had  more  fun  than  they  expect  ever 
again  to  have  in  this  life.  So  good  a  Methodist  and  pioneer  as  M.  H.  Poling, 
of  Harlan,  tells  me  he  believes  this  to  have  been  the  liveliest  and  warmest 
revival  ever  held  in  Shelby  county,  barring  none. 

PAYING  ATTENTION  TO  ONE'S  OWN  BUSINESS. 

Captain  Charles  Kidd.  who  was  the  pioneer  settler  of  Kidd's  Grove,  now 
known  as  Fountain's  Grove,  near  Kirkman,  was  a  very  reticent  man.  He  ap- 
parently disliked  to  talk  of  his  past.  He  and  Jabez  Tuck,  in  the  sixties, 
were  employed  by  the  American  Emigrant  Company,  to  construct  drainage 
ditches  in  the  county.  After  they  had  been  working,  side  by  side,  for  three 
or  four  days.  Mr.  Tuck  tried  to  "break  the  ice"  by  asking  Mr.  Kidd,  where 
he  had  come  from  to  Shelby  county.  Captain  Kidd  reflected  a  minute,  then 
turned  on  Tuck  and.  looking  him  squarely  in  the  eye.  replied:  "Mr.  Tuck. 
I've  known  a  lot  of  fellows  who  got  rich  just  paying  attention  to  their  own 
business !" 

(38) 
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"FATHER"  WILLIAM  MG1NNIS. 

One  of  the  hard-working,  self-made  pioneer  Methodist  evangelists  of  the 
county  was  "f  ather"  William  McGinnis,  whose  swinging,  rhymthical,  im- 
pressive gestures  of  head,  hands  and  body  were  characteristic  features  of  his 
mode  of  public  speech.  His  long  white  hair,  waving  with  every  turn  of  his 
head,  added  to  the  effect  of  his  gestures.  He  spoke  on  many  celebrations  of 
the  Fourth  of  July.  He  once  remarked  that  he  could  tell  a  Methodist  as  far 
as  he  could  see  him  "by  the  cut  of  his  haar."  In  his  zeal  on  one  occasion  he 
declared  that  he  wished  that. he  had  "a  mourner's  bench  reaching  from  Hud- 
son's Bay  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  full."  am?  that  he  could  be  in  the  center  of  it. 

On  one  occasion,  after  several  weeks  of  hard  work  in  a  revival  at  Mer- 
rill's Grove,  Mr.  McGinniss.  upon  his  return  home,  reported  forty  converts. 
When  asked  whether  he  thought  the  converts  would  "stick,"  he  replied  : 
".About  all  we  can  do  is  to  hang  'em  up  green  and  allow  for  shrink." 

A  RIPE  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  BETTER  LAND. 

The  Shelby  County  Record  of  November  20.  1873.  voices  the  prevailing 
sentiment  of  that  time  and  of  the  present  with  reference  to  horse  trading,  as 
follows : 

"One  of  the  dryest  things  we  have  heard  lately  was  to  the  effect  that 
'when  a  man  gets  so  that  he  can  trade  horses  without  lying,  he  had  better 
pull  out  for  the  better  land  before  he  takes  a  relapse.'  " 

LOST  HIS  "GROCERIES." 

Peter  S  .  a  rollicksome  Scandinavian,  borrowed  a  neigh1>ors 

rather  unreliable  horse  and  drove  him  to  town  hitched  to  a  road-cart,  a  two- 
wheeled,  one-horse  vehicle  that  was  much  in  vogue  in  the  late  eighties  and 
nineties  in  Shelby  county.  On  the  return  trio,  the  horse  ran  away,  the  cart 
fell  to  pieces  like  the  historic  "one-hoss  shay."  and  Peter  was  spilled  out  and 
somewhat  dazed.  He  had.  however,  sufficient  presence  of  mind  to  lament 
over  the  loss  of  his  "groceries"  he  had  lost.  Curious  to  know  why  the  great 
regret,  a  friend  asked  what  groceries  he  had  lost.  Pete  replied  :  "Two  quarts 
of  whiskey  and  a  pound  of  Battle  Axe." 
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UNAPPRECIATIVE. 

In  the  early  eighties  a  Dane  was  hunting  over  the  prairie  hills  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county.  He  nearly  wore  himself  out  walking  over  the 
rugged  ridges.  The  steep  hillsides  looked  like  mountains  to  him,  at  last  he 
declared  sarcastically,  with  a  flourish  of  his  shot  gun,  "I  wouldn't  give  this 
old  gun  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  this  land."  He  now  lives  on  a 
finely  improved  farm  in  these  very  hills  and  would  not  thank  you  for  re- 
ferring to  his  "shot-gun"  land. 

A  LEGAL  FISH  STORY  OF  l88l. 

"Attorney  Joe  Weaver  and  Joe  Stiles  went  fishing  Tuesday  and  in  the 
evening  Weaver  was  seen  leaning  against  Squire  Beems'  office,  with  a  clay 
pipe  in  his  mouth,  telling  fish  stories  that  would  put  a  Nantucket  fisherman  to 
shame.  He  asserted  that  in  throwing  his  line  he  caught  the  hook  in  that 
part  of  his  trousers  where  there  is  the  most  slack,  and  the  force  was  so  great 
that  he  lifted  himself  clear  across  the  river.  Not  wishing  to  walk  around  by 
the  bridge,  having  promised  Mrs.  Weaver  to  be  home  early,  he  took  hold  of 
his  boot  straps  and  lifted  himself  back  again." 

SHELBY  COUNTY  GHOST  OF  1 876. 

The  Shelby  County  Record  of  January  12,  1876.  states  that  Cuppy's 
Grove  was  excited  over  a  ghost,  that  a  man  named  Eli  Frantz  was  troubled 
with  visitations  from  the  specter  and  that  he  had  reported  having  seen  it 
several  times  near  the  Rubendall  school  house  and  that  it  chased  him  on  one 
occasion.  The  ghost  was  reix>rted  as  having  a  large  head,  long  white  hair 
and  whiskers,  and  great  green  eyes  as  large  as  a  goose  egg,  and  how  many 
legs  Eli  could  not  be  sure. 

A   PATRIOTIC  MARRIAGE. 

Judge  J.  W.  Chatburn  used  to  tell,  with  evident  enjoyment  of  a  mar- 
riage ceremony  he  performed  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Shelby  county,  in  which 
he  inadvertently  caused  the  bride  and  groom  to  take  solemn  oath  that  they 
would  support  the  constitution  of  Iowa  and  of  the  United  States. 
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A  PROPHECY. 

One  of  the  men  of  far-reaching  minds  who  came  to  Shelby  county  in  the 
fifties  was  Jonathan  Wyland.  the  patriarch  of  the  Wyland  family,  who  had 
been  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  from  which  he 
came.  Although  well  advanced  in  years  when  he  came  to  Shelby  county,  he 
had  the  vision  of  youth.  One  day.  when  talking  with  his  neighbor,  Lysander 
Sweat,  they  fell  to  talking  of  the  future  of  Shelby  county.  Wyland,  looking 
out  over  the  vast  expanse  of  virgin  prairie,  unimproved,  treeless,  and  without 
roads  or  bridges,  wild  as  wild  could  be,  suddenly  remarked,  "Sweat,  do  you 
know  what  I  can  see?'"  Sweat  replied  that  he  did  not.  Wyland  continued: 
"Well,  I  can  see  all  of  this  wild  country  settled  up,  with  fine  houses  and 
barns,  trees  planted,  and  roads  and  bridges  everywhere."  Mr.  Sweat,  who 
often  related  this  story,  said  that  as  he  listened  to  this  talk  from  Mr.  Wyland. 
he  thought,  "You're  a  darned  old  fool!"  Sweat,  however,  lived  to  see  this 
vision  verified,  and  to  appreciate  the  wisdom  of  his  friend  and  neighbor  who 
had  pioneered  in  Indiana  and  who  so  clearly  foresaw  the  foundation  ele- 
ments for  a  great  development  in  Shelby  county. 
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INVENTIONS,  INVENTORS  AND  PATENTS. 

But  few  of  the  pioneers  had  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  scientific  or 
mechanical  training.  That  "necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention"  was  well 
exemplified  in  their  clever,  original  ana  useful  devices  which  the  needs  of  the 
hour  evoked.  Their  minds  were  capable  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  clear  think- 
ing. They  were  able  to  improvise  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  in  many  ways 
that  entitle  them  to  our  admiration.  I-ack  of  means,  distance  from  mechanics 
and  other  forms  of  stimulus  made  the  pioneer  farmer  his  own  mechanic.  He 
was  a  wizard  with  smooth  wire  when  accident  threw  him  suddenly  upon  his 
own  resources,  and  the  repairing  that  he  could  do  with  this  material  was  truly 
marvelous.  Of  course  when  the  sickle  driver  snapped  in  two  in  the  tall 
tough  slough  grass,  he  had  a  job  of  welding  for  the  blacksmith,  who,  in  the 
early  days,  found  work  enough  to  justify  him  in  maintaining  a  shop  in  the 
rural  communities.  But  at  first  the  pioneer  farmer  did  in  a  very  satisfactory 
way  many  of  the  things  that  now.  under  our  complicated  division  of  labor, 
are  performed  by  a  half  dozen  special  mechanics. 

This  genius  for  invention  was,  at  least  in  Shelby  county,  not  confined  to 
the  farmers,  who.  of  course,  had  the  greatest  need  for  it,  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  in  the  air.  F.ven  the  men  in  the  towns  "dreamed  dreams  and  saw  vis- 
ions" of  devices  for  doing  things  in  a  better  way,  and  perhaps  more  than 
incidentally  dreamed  some  dreams  of  personal  wealth  achieved  by  the  happy 
stroke  of  a  great  idea.  And  one  generation  did  not  wholly  usurp- the  field 
or  close  the  avenue  of  invention  or  the  need  of  it.  Today  the  second  genera- 
tion is  also  at  it. 

It  has  been  very  difficult  to  secure  information  with  reference  to  patents 
and  inventions.  The  United  States  bureau  of  patents  at  Washington  does  not 
keep  a  geographical  index  of  the  names  of  patentees.  I  have,  however,  secured 
the  following  information  from  various  files  of  Shelby  county  newspapers 
and  from  other  sources  of  information. 

Although  he  never  applied  for  any  patents.  Thomas  Leytham,  a  well- 
known  pioneer  of  Cass  township,  is  inclined  to  believe  that  as  a  boy  he  was 
probably  the  first  person  to  invent  a  metal  husking  peg  of  the  type  which  was 
in  general  use  for  very  many  years,  and  which  is  yet  much  the  same.  When 
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a  small  boy  in  1866  he  observed  that  the  husking  pegs  of  that  time  made  of 
buckhorn  or  hickory  wood  s<x>n  became  dull  and  soon  blistered  the  hand. 
He  took  a  large  mixing  spoon  handle  and  concluded  that  he  could  make  a 
husking  peg  that  would  lie  flat  in  the  hand  and  that,  once  sharpened,  would 
remain  sharp,  and  that  might  be  fastened  to  two  fingers  instead  of  one,  as 
was  the  early  custom.  He  found  a  small  punch,  belonging  to  his  father,  and 
kept  working  with  this  until  he  made  a  hole  large  enough  for  a  good  strap. 
He  kept  the  shaft  of  the  husking  peg  flat  and  then  bent  the  point  tc  face  his 
thumb,  afterwards  sharpening  the  point  as  he  preferred  to  have  it.  Being 
of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind,  he  also  made  from  clam  shells,  which  were  then 
thick  in  Mosquito  creek,  a  row  of  buttons  for  his  jacket,  his  mother  at  that 
time  having  no  buttons.  He  also  devised  very  early  in  his  career,  as  a  boy 
on  his  father's  farm,  an  evener  to  be  used  with  three  horses  and  he  believes 
that  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  use  three  horses  on  farm  implements  in 
Shelby  county.  This  evener  was  made  of  ash  or  hickory  dressed  down  and, 
of  course,  was  so  constructed  that  the  two  horses  had  the  shorter  length  of 
the  double  tree  and  the  third  horse  the  longer  length.  By  means  of  this  de- 
vice he  worked  three  horses  on  a  plow  in  1875  in  Cass  township.  After- 
wards finding  that  his  evener  caused  the  plow  to  work  too  much  sideways, 
he  made  an  upright  evener  to  proportion  the  draft. 

In  1877,  during  the  grasshopper  days,  a  patent  was  granted  to  T.  B. 
Burr,,  who  had  invented  a  device  for  destroying  grasshoppers.  In  that  year 
Mr.  Burr  was  at  Council  Bluffs  making  arrangements  for  the  manufacture 
of  several  thousand  of  these  machines.  In  the  same  year  R.  M.  Maxwell, 
of  Douglas  township,  had  sent  to  the  patent  office  a  model  of  a  grasshopper 
catcher  device  somewhat  similar  to  the  Burr  machine.  The  "hoppers."  how- 
ever, quit  coming,  and  the  inventors  made  no  money  from  the  sale  of  their 
machines. 

In  1886  William  Scarborough,  a  grain  dealer  of  Irwin,  patented  a  wagon 
box  elevator  and  dump  to  be  used  for  unloading  grain,  etc.,  from  farm 
wagons.  It  was  portable  and  could  also  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
on  and  removing  a  wagon  box.  In  the  same  year,  Messrs.  George  and 
Horney,  of  Harlan,  received  a  patent  for  their  combined  end-gate  and  chute 
for  loading  hogs,  calves,  or  sheep  into  wagons,  together  with  a  rack  for 
carrying  the  animals  to  market  or  elsewhere. 

L.  W.  Osborne,  in  1877.  had  invented  a  corn  husker  and  was  ready  to 
secure  a  patent. 

In  1885  T.  B.  Kail  a  shoe  dealer  of  Harlan,  and  John  Dierks  were  al- 
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lowed  a  patent  on  a  paper  cane.  In  1884  Mr.  Kail  had  also  applied  for  a 
patent  on  an  automatic  whistle  attachment  for  railway  engines,  on  which 
he  had  been  working  for  several  years.  In  1884  W.  M.  Jenkins  received  a 
patent  on  a  railway  joint  and  nut  lock  for  a  railway  rail.  In  1884  Robert 
Ford,  of  Harling,  was  granted  a  patent  on  his  weed  cutter  attachment  for 
cultivators.  In  1888  a  patent  was  granted  to  W.  E.  George  and  John  Coenen. 
of  Harlan,  for  a  convertible  stock  wagon,  consisting  of  a  device  easily  con- 
verted from  a  stock  wagon  into  a  hay  rack,  or  manure  wagon. 

In  1886  Dr.  B.  F.  Eshelman,  a  Harlan  dentist,  patented  a  pencil  holder 
which  was  intended  to  fit  inside  the  vest,  pocket  and  to  secure  pen,  pencil  or 
tooth  brush  without  danger  of  loss.  In  1892  Doctor  Eshelman  again  secured 
a  patent  on  a  spring  appliance  to  be  fastened  on  the  inside  of  a  rubber  shoe 
which,  by  engaging  the  heel  of  the  leather  shoe,  held  the  rubber  securely  in 
place.  In  1888  George  F.  Colby,  of  Shelby,  received  a  patent  for  a  tongue 
and  wagon  pole  attachment.  This  was  a  device  for  fitting  on  the  end  of  the 
tongue  to  keep  the  neck  yoke  from  coming  off"  in  case  the  tugs  came  loose. 
One  of  the  early  and  most  successful  inventors  of  Shelby  county  was  James 
M.  Deen,  of  Harlan,  who  invented  a  loom  for  weaving  carpet.  This  loom  is 
manufactured  in  Harlan  and  shipped  all  over  the  United  States  and  to  some 
foreign  countries  and  is  highly  successful. 

Another  young  man  with  a  genius  for  invention  is  H.  G.  Baker,  of  Har- 
lan, a  son  of  J.  K.  F.  Baker,  a  Shelby  county  pioneer.  Mr.  Baker  has  in- 
vented a  number  of  devices,  among  them  a  pipe  pusher  for  pushing  water 
pipes  and  other  like  pipes  through  the  ground  by  means  of  powerful  levers; 
a  husking  peg;  a  carpet  loom;  a  flying  machine,  etc.  He  has  applications 
pending  for  patents  on  other  inventions. 

On  May  23.  191 1,  Robert  Campbell,  son  of  Editor  W.  C.  Campbell,  of 
the  Harlan  Tribune,  was  granted  a  patent  on  a  substitute  for  the  inner  air 
tube  of  auto  tires  and  on  the  same  date  granted  a  patent  on  a  machine  for 
winding  any  number  of  strands,  one  over  another,  upon  a  circular  core. 

J.  E.  Beebe.  of  Harlan,  secured  a  patent  on  a  garden  weeder.  Jerry 
Robertson,  of  Shelby,  received  a  patent  on  a  device  for  watering  hogs.  T. 
K.  Nelson,  of  Harlan,  has  patented  a  very  successful  gas  engine  which  is 
manufactured  in  Harlan  and  is  widely  used.  R.  R.  Sandham.  of  Harlan,  has 
received  four  patents,  covering  two  different  forms  of  shower-bath  attach- 
ments which  he  has  invented,  and  an  automobile  tire  and  rim.  these  patents 
having  been  issued  during  the  years  1909  and  19 10.  He  also  has  received, 
on  the  shower  bath  attachment,  three  Canadian  patents  during  the  same  years. 
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Dr.  F.  R.  Lintleman,  formerly  a  Harlan  physician  and  surgeon,  has  received 
United  States  and  foreign  patents  on  an  obstetrical  pan.  N.  Nielson,  a  Har- 
lan jeweler,  was  granted  a  patent  on  a  folding  display  case  for  the  use  of 
merchants.  Otto  R.  Hammer,  of  Peter  Hammer  &  Company,  of  Harlan, 
received  a  patent  on  a  holder  for  paper  bags  used  by  merchants. 

C.  C.  Rasmussen,  of  the  Harlan  Roller  Mills,  invented  an  electrical  de- 
vice to  be  attached  to  elevator  belts  for  the  purpose  of  warning  an  operator 
when  a  belt  has  slipped  at  some  distance. 
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STATISTICS. 

The  United  States  census  of  1910  contains  many  interesting  statistics 
of  great  interest  to  Shelby  county  people.  From  these  statistics,  contained 
in  the  special  Iowa  supplement  published  in  191 3,  this  author  gleans  the 
following  facts :  The  county  has  an  area  of  589  square  miles.  Its  increase 
in  population  from  1890  to  1900  was  1.8  per  cent. :  from  1900  to  1910  it  had 
a  decrease  of  7.7  per  cent.  By  way  of  comparison,  it  is  interesting  to  learn 
from  the  same  source  that  during  the  decade  from  1900  to  1910  Cass  county 
suffered  a  loss  of  population  of  10.5  |ier  cent.:  Crawford,  7.6  per  cent.; 
Audubon,  7  per  cent.;  Carroll.  1  j)er  cent.;  Harrison.  9.5  per  cent.  The 
only  county  bordering  on  Shelby  county  having  an  increase  was  Pottawat- 
tamie, which  of  course  contains  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs,  in  which  all  of  the 
increase  occurred. 

In  1910  Shelby  county  had  an  average  population  per  square  mile  of  28.1, 
and  a  rural  population  per  square  mile  of  23.7.  By  way  of  comparison,  it  is 
worth  while  to  note  that  Iowa  as  a  whole  in  1900  had  an  average  population 
per  square  mile  of  40  and  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  a  population  per 
square  mile  of  30.9. 

Taking  up  the  matter  of  rural  population  from  1900  to  1910.  the  United 
States  census  shows  a  decrease  in  Shelby  county  of  9.9  per  cent.:  in  Craw- 
ford, 10.8  per  cent.;  Carroll,  5  per  cent.;  Audubon.  7  per  cent.;  Harrison, 
7.5  per  cent.;  Cass.  10.7  per  cent.;  and  Pottawattamie.  7  per  cent. 

The  United  States  census  figures  also  show  the  following  comparative 
figures  for  the  townships  and  towns  of  the  county :  Population  of  Cass 
township  in  1890  was  1.025,  >n  I9°°  was  1.073.  in  10,0  was  (>s7:  t,iat  ot* 
Portsmouth  for  the  corresponding  dates  was  250,  316  and  347;  that  of  Center 
for  1900  was  740.  for  19 10  was  620:  that  of  Clay  for  the  three  dates  above 
named  was  1.080.  1,147  and  1.202;  of  Douglas,  including  Kirkman,  was  925. 
857  and  802;  that  of  Kirkman  for  1900  was  203  and  for  1910  was  180;  that 
of  Fairvicw  for  the  three  dates  above  named  was  873.  772  and  633:  that  of 
Greeley,  including  part  of  Irwin,  for  the  three  dates  above  named  was  887, 
781  and  653  ;  that  of  Irwin  in  Greeley  and  Jefferson  for  1900  was  295.  and 
for  1910  was  278:  that  of  Grove  for  the  three  dates  above  named  was  721. 
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798  and  744;  that  of  Harlan  for  1910  for  the  tirst  ward  was  629,  for  the 
second  ward  was  810.  for  the  third  ward  was  531.  and  for  the  fourth  ward 
was  600;  that  of  Jackson  for  the  three  dates  above  named  was  1,009,  906 
and  830;  that  of  Jefferson  (part  of  town  of  Irwin)  for  the  three  dates  above 
named  was  993,  1,042  and  917.:  that  of  Lincoln  for  the  three  dates  above 
named  was  935,  725  and  614;  that  of  Monroe  for  the  three  dates  above  named 
was  932.  894  and  778;  that  of  Polk  for  the  three  dates  above  named  was 
809,  835  and  802:  that  of  Shelby  township  and  town,  for  the  three  dates 
above  named  was  1.457.  M43  ant^  1 -339*  tnat  ot  Shelby  town  for  the  three 
dates  above  named  was  582,  692  and  586 ;  that  of  Union  and  Defiance  for 
the  three  dates  above  named  was  1.212,  1,209  am-  i.iio:  that  of  Defiance 
town,  for  the  three  dates  above  named,  was  323,  387  and  411 ;  that  of  Wash- 
ington township  and  Panama  was  for  the  three  dates  above  named,  952,  931 
and  843;  that  of  Panama.  37c).  221  and  232;  that  of  Westphalia  for  the  three 
dates  above  named  was  1.265,  1.357  and  1,108:  that  of  Farling  for  the  year 
1900  was  340  and  for  the  year  1910  was  323. 

In  1900  Shelby  county  had  7,808  persons  of  native  parentage,  and  in 
1910,  7.156.  In  1900  Shelby  county  had  6.627  persons  of  foreign  or  mixed 
parentage,  and  in  1910.  6.337.  ni  '9°°  Shelby  county  had  3.397  persons  of 
foreign  birth,  and  in  1910.  3.052.  In  1900  44  per  cent,  of  the  population  of 
the  county  was  of  native  parentage,  and  in  1910,  43.2  per  cent. 

In  1910  the  number  of  persons  of  foreign  birth  and  the  respective 
countries  of  their  birth  were  as  follows :  Austria.  94 ;  Belgium,  1  ;  Canada- 
French.  1  :  Canada-other.  64:  Denmark.  1.427:  England,  72:  France,  3:  Ger- 
many. 997:  Greece.  51  ;  Holland.  4:  Hungary.  1  :  Ireland.  59;  Italy.  1  :  Nor- 
way, 148:  Russia.  6;  Scotland.  12:  Sweden.  39:  Switzerland.  11  ;  Wales,  1  ; 
other  countries,  60. 

In  1 910  there  were  in  the  county  8,717  males  and  7,8^^  females.  In 
1900  there  were  males  of  voting  age.  4,654.  and  in  1910.  4,766.  Of  these  in 
1900,  1.778  were  of  foreign  birth,  ami  in  1910.  1.680.  In  1910  there  were 
239  aliens  residing  in  the  county.  Of  the  voters  residing  in  the  county  in 
19 10.  43  were  unable  to  read  or  write,  or  nine-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  were 
illiterate.    Of  these  43.  15  were  of  native  birth  and  28  of  foreign  birth. 

In  to  10  there  were  in  the  county  between  the  ages  of  6  and  20  years. 
5,412  persons:  of  these,  there  were  in  attendance  at  school  3,673,  or  67.9 
per  cent.  Of  all  persons  between  the  ages  of  6  and  14  years  of  age  residing 
in  the  county.  92.6  per  cent,  were  attending  school.  In  1910  there  were 
3*575  dwellings  and  3.002  families. 

The  I'nited  States  census  collected  special  statistics  with  reference  to 
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all  cities  or  towns  having  a  population  of  2.500  or  more.  We  have,  there- 
fore, the  following  special  statistics  concerning  Harlan:  Males.  1.237; 
females,  1.333:  persons  of  native  or  mixed  parentage.  572:  persons  of  voting 
age.  782:  of  these,  446  were  born  of  native  parents,  133  of  foreign  or  mixed 
parentage,  and  203  of  foreign  birth.  There  were  but  eight  persons  in  Harlan 
of  voting  age  unable  to  read  or  write. 

The  United  States  statistics  for  Iowa  contain  many  interesting  agricul- 
tural facts  and  figures.  Shelby  county  is  placed  in  Iowa  land  areas  of  which 
95  to  100  per  cent,  are  in  farms.  The  county  is  placed  in  a  list  of  counties 
the  value  of  land  in  which  runs  from  one  hundred  dollars  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  the  highest  valuation  in  the  state.  This  classifi- 
cation, by  the  way.  includes  the  counties  of  Carroll,  Audubon.  Cass.  Mont- 
gomery, Fremont  and  Page  in  southwestern  Iowa;  the  counties  of  Sioux, 
Cherokee,  Ida  and  Sac  in  northwestern  Iowa ;  the  counties  of  Grundy.  Story, 
Marshall.  Tama.  Benton.  Polk  and  Poweshiek,  in  what  might  be  termed 
central  Iowa,  and  the  counties  of  Cedar,  Scott,  Washington  and  Henry  in 
the  eastern  or  southeastern  part  of  the  state.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
second  list  of  counties  named,  including  Shelby,  lie  practically  in  the  valleys 
of  the  'Botna  river.  The  above  list  of  counties  it  will  be  observed  number 
twenty-two. 

The  average  value  of  an  Iowa  farm  in  1010  was  $17,259.  of  which 
$15,008  represented  .land  and  buildings.  $1,811  live  stock,  and  $440  imple- 
ments and  machinery.  The  average  value  of  Shelby  county  farms  is  much 
in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  state,  and  reaches  the  rather  surprising  sum 
of  $24,357.  This  large  value  is  due  not  simply  to  the  high  value  of  the  land 
itself,  but  is  also  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  farms  of  the  county  are 
well  stocked  with  high-priced  thoroughbred  animals,  and  well  improved. 

Shelby  county  in  1900  had  2,^j  farms  and  in  1910  had  2.213  farms. 
These  figures  indicate  what  everyone  has  observed,  that  the  farms  of  Shelby 
county  have  been  for  many  years  and  are  now.  becoming  larger.  In  191  o 
on  these  farms  there  were  1.373  native  farmers.  838  farmers  of  foreign  birth 
and  two  colored  farmers.  In  1900  60.3  per  cent,  of  the  farms  of  the  county 
were  operated  by  their  owners  and  in  1910  58.5  per  cent,  were  so  operated: 
in  the  latter  year  there  were  19  farms  in  the  county  operated  by  managers. 

The  size  of  farms  in  Shelby  county  in  1910  is  of  interest,  and  it  will 
no  doubt  be  found  somewhat  surprising  to  see  how  many  farms  of  more  than 
160  acres  there  are  in  the  county.  The  figures  are  as  follows:  Under  three 
acres.  1  :  3  to  9  acres.  60:  10  to  19.  32  :  20  to  49.  108:  50  to  99.  333:  too  t<> 
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174,  888;  175  to  259.  479;  260  to  499,  285;  500  to  999,  26  ;  and  over  1,000. 
1.    The  average  area  of  Shelby  county  farms  in  1910  was  167.3  acres. 

In  191  o  the  approximate  land  area  of  Shelby  county  was  376,933  acres, 
of  which  there  were  in  farms  370,317  acres.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
this  year  there  were  but  10,060  acres  of  woodland  in  the  farms  of  the  county. 
The  above  figures  indicate  that  98.2  per  cent,  of  the  approximate  land  area 
of  the  county  was  in  farms. 

The  value  of  all  farm  property  in  Shelby  county  in  1910  was  $53,901,- 
139.  The  per  cent,  of  increase  in  the  value  of  farm  property  from  1900  to 
1910  was  162.7  per  cent.  Of  the  above  total  value  of  farm  property,  land 
constituted  77.4  per  cent.,  buildings  10.3  per  cent.,  implements  and  machinery 
2.3  per  cent,  and  domestic  animals,  poultry  and  bees  10  per  cent. 

The  total  value  of  all  domestic  animals  in  Shelby  county  in  1910  was 
$5,245,562,  of  which  sum  the  value  of  all  cattle  amounted  to  $1,768,104; 
horses,  $2,199,101  ;  mules,  $80,743;  swine,  $1,164,365;  sheep.  $29,351  ;  goats, 
$763;  poultry,  $123,060.  and  bees,  $4,228. 

In  the  year  1910  there  were  59,685  head  of  cattle,  of  which  12.909  were 
dairy  animals,  or  used  for  dairy  purposes;  17,961  horses.  578  mules,  124,350 
swine,  5,714  sheep,  241  goats,  244,319  head  of  poultry  and  1.642  colonies 
of  bees. 

iowa  census,  1875. 

This  time  marks  the  beginning  of  the  great  development  of  the  open 
prairie  land  in  Shelby  county.  The  j>opulation  of  the  various  townships  was 
as  follows:  Cass,  116;  Clay,  287;  Douglas,  315;  Fairview,  740;  Grove. 
648;  Greeley.  77;  Harlan.  927;  Jefferson,  114;  Jackson.  271;  Lincoln,  343; 
Monroe.  660;  Polk.  181  ;  Shelby.  390;  Union,  183  ;  Washington,  196;  West- 
phalia. 207;  Total,  6.654.  Of  this  population,  2,072  were  born  in  Iowa; 
2737  b°IT)  in  the  I'nited  States  elsewhere,  and  855  born  in  foreign  countries. 

Of  the  voters  at  this  time  in  the  count)  there  were  born  in  the  United 
States,  821  ;  British  America.  35;  England  and  Wales.  59;  Ireland.  30:  Scot- 
land, 14;  Germany,  50:  Austria,  including  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  7;  Nor- 
way. 2;  Sweden,  none;  Denmark.  21  ;  France,  none;  all  other  countries,  19. 
Number  of  foreigners  not  naturalized.  209. 

At  this  time  there  were  in  the  county  over  sixteen  years  of  age  unahle 
to  read,  only  17  persons.  In  1874  there  were  243  births  and  93  deaths  in 
the  county  as  shown  by  the  census  of  1875. 
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AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS.   1 875. 

Number  of  acres  improved  land,  53,180;  rods  of  fence,  138,437; 
acres  in  cultivation,  47,230;  spring  wheat,  22,029  acres;  number  of 
bushels  spring  wheat,  317,944;  there  was  no  winter  wheat;  17,674 
acres  of  corn,  689,556  bushels;  rye,  17  acres,  280  bushels;  2,254  acres  of 
oats,  71,676  bushels;  667  acres  barley,  15,078  bushels;  9  acres  buckwheat,  89 
bushels ;  40  acres  of  sorghum,  3,068  gallons ;  91  acres  tame  grass,  309  tons  hay ; 
16,276  tons  wild  hay;  39  bushels  grass  seed;  no  clover  seed;  204  acres  Hun- 
garian grass,  451  tons  of  hay;  332  acres  of  potatoes,  24,203  bushels;  2^ 
acres  sweet  potatoes,  240  bushels ;  3  V\  acres  onions,  643  bushels ;  5,632  acres 
natural  timber;  343  acres  planted  timber;  10,238  rods  of  hedge;  993  apple 
trees  in  bearing;  953  bushels  in  1874;  1  pear  tree;  2  peach  trees  in  1874; 
228  cherry  trees,  22  bushels  in  1874;  22,652  fruit  trees  not  in  bearing;  2,432 
pounds  of  grapes  gathered;  3,529  horses  of  all  ages;  60  sold  for  export  in 
1874;  192  mules,  4  sold  for  export;  3,176  milk  cows;  2.305  pounds  butter 
made  in  1874;  1,590  pounds  cheese  manufactured:  number  of  cattle,  not  in- 
cluding work  oxen,  7,137;  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  and  sold  for  slaughter, 
1,221;  number  of  thoroughbred  Shorthorns,  17:  number  of  hogs,  14.456: 
number  of  hogs  slaughtered  or  sold  for  slaughter,  7.984;  828  sheep;  3,530 
pounds  wool;  39  head  killed  by  dogs;  1,121  dogs:  96  stands  of  bees;  2,620 
pounds  honey  and  beeswax;  value  of  products  of  farm.  $573,046. 

COMPARATIVE  POPULATION  OF  SHELBY  COUNTY. 


Years.  Population.         Per  Cent,  of  Increase 

1854    326 

1856                                      456  39. 

1859                                      784  72. 

1860                                      818  4.33 

1865                                    1,900  132.3 

1870   2,540  33.7 

1875                                    5.664  123.15 

1880   ->  12.696  124.15 

1885   16,306  28.43 

1890   17.61 1  8. 

1895   1 7.798  1.06 

1900   17.932  75 
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STORIES  AND  INCIDENTS. 


FIRST  SESSION  OF  DISTRICT  COURT  AND  GRAND  JURY. 

The  Andreas'  Historical  Atlas  of  Iowa,  published  in  1875.  has  this  story 
of  the  first  session  of  the  district  court  of  Shelby  county,  held  at  Galland's 
Grove : 

"Judge  Samuel  H.  Riddle,  held  the  first  session  of  the  district  court  for 
the  three  counties  in  the  grocery  of  Solomon  Hancock  at  Galland's  Grove. 
The  Judge  charged  the  grand  jury  and  then  sent  them  into  a  smoke  house  to 
deliberate,  and  while  they  were  absent  it  is  reported  that  the  lawyers  joined 
the  judge  in  a  social  game  of  cards  'for  the  drinks.'  In  the  meantime  the 
grand  jury  issued  subpoenas  for  witnesses  as  to  the  selling  of  intoxicating 
liquors  by  Solomon  Hancock.  One  witness  testified  that  he  drank  something 
in  Solomon's  grocery,  but  did  not  know  whether  it  was  really  liquor  or  not ; 
it  did  not  intoxicate  him.  but  made  him  'afful  sick."  He  said  water  had  some- 
times served  him  the  same  way.  'That  will  do.'  said  the  foreman,  'pass  around 
the  jug.'  A  two-gallon  jug  was  immediately  produced  from  a  corner  of  the 
smoke  house.  After  it  had  been  passed  around  the  grand  jury  returned  to  the 
grocery,  reported  that  there  was  nothing  before  them,  and  they  were  thereii|x:>n 
discharged.  At  this  first  session  of  the  district  court,  the  following  attorneys 
were  present:  H.  P.  Bennett,  of  Glen  Wood :  L.  M.  Cline,  A.  C.  Ford  and 
David  Price,  of  Council  I  .luffs." 

A  niBl'I.orS  COCNTV  officer. 

Andreas'  Historical  Atlas  of  1875  also  tells  the  following  story  of  an 
early  sheriff  of  the  county  : 

It  <o  happened  that  the  education  of  the  sheriff  had  l)een  sadly  neglected, 
and  moreover  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Solomon  Hancock's  grocery  too 
often  t<»  maintain  the  reputation  of  a  strict  temperance  man.  Sometime  1>efore 
the  first  court  convened,  he.  as  a  county  official,  received  a  copy  of  the  code  of 
1851.    He  could  not  read  it.  but  had  the  good  fortune  of  being  the  husl>and 
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of  a  wife  who  could.  When  he  would  return  home  under  the  influence  of 
Solomon  Hancock's  whiskey,  she  would  read  to  him  that  section  which  makes 
habitual  drunkenness  a  sufficient  cause  for  divorce.  His  attention  was  so 
frequently  called  to  this  provision  of  the  code,  that  it  became  monotonous  to 
him,  and  having  the  impression  that  Judge  Riddle  had  sent  the  volume,  when 
he  came  around  to  hold  the  court,  the  'high  sheriff"  seized  the  statute  and  car- 
ried it  back  to  the  judge  and,  throwing  the  book  down  before  him,  he  ex- 
claimed, "There,  now;  don't  you  dare  send  any  more  such  nonsense  to  my 
house." 

A  FARM  IN  THE  WOODS. 

The  earliest  pioneers  of  Shelby  county,  like  the  earliest  pioneers  every- 
where, sought  a  dwelling  place  in  the  woods,  for  there  they  could  have  shelter, 
fuel  and  material  for  their  primitive  log  cabins.  It  is  also  true,  no  doubt, 
that  many  of  them  had  been  accustomed  for  generations  to  live  in  a  timber 
country  and  were  more  at  home  there.  A  story  is  told  of  William  Henderson, 
a  pioneer  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Pottawattamie  county,  who  in  the  midst 
of  a  most  beautiful  prairie,  nevertheless  started  to  clear  off  a  farm  on  a  small 
tract  of  timber,  in  regular  Hoosier  style.  Being  asked  why,  when  surrounded 
by  such  beautiful  prairies,  he  was  felling  trees  and  removing  stumps  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  farm,  he  said:  "I  have  always  been  accustomed  to  live 
in  a  timber  country,  and  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  intend  to  die  in  the  midst  of 
timber." 

THIRSTY  OXEN. 

One  of  the  experiences  of  pioneer  travelers  in  Shelby  county  is  related  by 
W.  D.  Fritz,  a  son  of  John  Frits,  who  came  to  Shelby  county  in  1859.  Mr. 
Fritz  and  his  two  boys  were  driving  a  team  of  oxen  on  one  of  the  ridges  of 
Shelby  county  on  a  very  hot  day,  during  which  it  was  impossible  to  secure 
water  for  the  oxen  to  drink.  Mr.  Fritz  was  hauling  a  load  of  wheat  in  sacks. 
When  the  two  yokes  of  oxen  reached  the  Botna  river,  they,  in  spite  of  all  that 
Mr.  Fritz  could  do,  plunged  into  the  stream,  Mr.  Fritz  and  the  boys  jumping 
to  save  themselves.  The  oxen  upset  the  wheat  in  the  river.  Mr.  Fritz  was 
obliged  t<>  wade  in  and  get  out  his  wheat  and  dry  it  before  he  could  return. 

PRIMITIVE  COMMERCE. 

About  1863  Jacob  Tagitc.  and  his  brother  Fphraim  Tague  ami  his  wife, 
picked  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowman's  (irove  and  along  the  Botna  river  there  a 
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fine  load  of  wild  plums,  which  they  hauled  to  Council  Bluffs,  where  they,  to- 
gether with  their  team  and  wagon,  were  carried  across  to  Omaha  on  the  ferry 
boat  then  operating  on  the  Missouri  river.  Arriving  in  Omaha,  they  ascer- 
tained that  another  well-known  pioneer  of  Shelby  county  from  another  part 
of  the  county  had  been  ahead  of  them  with  a  load  of  plums,  but  that  soon  after 
arriving  in  Omaha  had  become  intoxicated,  so  much  so  that  he  had  torn  the 
end-gate  out  of  his  wagon  letting  the  plums  run  all  over  the  street.  The 
Tagues.  however,  sold  out  their  entire  load  of  plums  for  two  dollars  per  bushel. 

GALLANTRY  OF  1S75. 

"A  novel  scene  was  witnessed  by  some  of  our  people  last  Monday  morn- 
ing. A  young  lady  made  the  remark  on  Saturday  that  if  it  grew  much  colder, 
she  did  not  know  how  she  would  get  to  her  school,  about  a  mile  distant.  A 
young  gentleman  who  was  present  jocosely  replied  that  he  would  take  her  on  a 
hand  sled.  The  young  lady  then  said  that  she  would  hold  him  to  his  agree- 
ment and  the  one  to  first  back  out  should  forfeit  the  oysters.  To  this  the  young 
man  assented,  and  agreed  to  draw  her  over  the  mile  and  one-rpiarter  in  thirty 
minutes  without  stopping,  causing  her  to  alight,  or  otherwise  annoying  her. 
Monday  morning  found  him  promptly  on  hand  with  his  little  sled,  and  the 
school  ma'am  seated  herself,  and  off  they  started,  at  eight-thirty,  and  at  nine 
o'clock  he  had  performed  his  task." 

A  PLAIN  POLITICAL  LETTER  OF  THE  PIONEERS. 

One  of  the  pioneer  county  officers,  referring  to  some  matter  of  local  poli- 
tics, wrote  a  political  friend  as  follows  :  "Tell  H— —  to  keep  cool.  There 
is  a  hen  on  Sapp  will  attend  to  this  as  soon  as  he  gets  through  to  Washing- 
ton, so  he  promised  me  last  Monday  night.  You  bet  if  I  get  a  chance  at  any 
of  those  devils  I  give  them  the  best  1  have.  —  looks  like  a  sheep- 
killing  dog.  he  could  tiot  look  at  me  last  Monday  as  I  passed  through  Shelby.*' 
(  The  writer  of  this  letter  wrote  a  post-script  as  follows :  "Don't  leave  this  in 
sight.") 

A  NOMINATING  SPEECH. 

A  story  told  in  Shelby  county  for  many  years,  which  never  grows  less 
in  the  telling  is  this:  In  one  of  the  early  Democratic  county  conventions,  a 
delegate  from  the  west  part  of  the  county  in  the  following  words,  spoken  in  a 
voice  that  rattled  the  rafters,  nominated  a  well-known  citizen  for  his  third 
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term  as  county  superintendent  of  schools:  "Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of 
this  convention,  I  rise  to  place  in  nomination  for  county  superintendent  a  man 

known  to  all  of  you,  >  ,  who  has  in  the  past  performed  the 

duties  of  his  office  with  partiality,  fidelity,  ability  and  courage,  unmoved  by 
friend,  undaunted  by  foe.  and  regardless  of  qualifications  or  anything  else." 

STORY  OF  A  STORM. 

William  Wooster,  of  Jefferson  township,  recalls  vividly  an  experience  of 
his  father  and  himself  during  the  winter  of  1880.  On  a  particularly  fine 
morning  the  father,  John  Wooster,  remarked  to  his  son,  "Well  this  i ;  a  nice 
day;  I'll  go  to  town  with  you."  The  son  sacked  up  the  wheat  and  placed  it 
in  the  wagon  box — set  on  a  sled,  the  runners  of  which  had  been  made  o '  a  long 
plank  cut  in  two  and  shaped  up.  About  noon  clouds  suddenly  gathe  ed  and 
it  began  to  snow  and  grew  very  cold.  The  Woosters,  therefore,  hurriedly 
transacted  their  business  in  Harlan  and  about  half  past  one  started  as  rapidly 
as  possible  for  home.  Mr.  Errett  was  then  living  on  or  near  the  place  on 
which  J.  W.  French  afterwards  resided,  and  offered  to  take  the  travders  in, 
but  told  them  that  he  could  not  take  their  horses  for  lack  of  room.  The 
Woosters,  therefore,  continued  their  journey  with  the  snow  driving  thickly 
from  the  northeast.  They  were  seated  between  two  blankets  without  i.ny  hay 
in  the  sled,  for  the  horses  had  eaten  all  of  the  hay  at  noon  while  they  were  in 
town.  The  snow  became  so  thick  that  the  son  could  not  see  a  team  ahead. 
He  whipped  up  a  little.  Later  the  team  suddenly  slowed  up  and  he  dis- 
covered that  he  was  beside  another  team  hauling  a  load  of  wood.  By  this  time 
the  elder  Wooster  was  becoming  very  cold  and  said  that  they  had  better  stop 
at  George  Eokar's,  then  residing  northwest  of  Kirkman.  They  stopped,  but 
found  both  house  and  barn  full,  therefore  struck  for  Irwin,  hoping  to  stop  at 
the  blacksmith  shop  and  have  the  horses  taken  in.  Arriving  there,  the  elder 
Wooster  looked  into  the  shop  and  found  it  already  full  of  horses  so  that  the 
travelers  continued  their  journey.  Finally  reaching  the  vicinity  of  No.  8 
school,  in  Jefferson  township,  they  saw  the  tracks  of  school  children  and 
knew  that  it  was  shortly  after  four  o'clock.  They  were  able  to  follow  the 
road  by  means  of  the  thick  crusts  of  snow  where  the  track  lay.  About  this 
time  they  became  uncertain  as  to  where  they  were.  The  son  thought  surely 
they  were  south  of  their  home.  The  father  happened  to  turn  around  and 
wanted  to  know  what  those  weeds  were  doing  there.  A  clump  of  weeds  in 
mowing  the  prairie  grass  had  been  left.    They  then  discovered  from  the 
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location  of  these  weeds  that  they  were  thirty  rods  out  of  and  west  of  the  track. 
They  then  swung  around  and  finally  reached  their  home,  which  then  con- 
sisted of  a  dug-out.  During  the  night  the  drifts  became  piled  perfectly  level 
with  the  top  of  the  dug-out  and  they  were  obliged  to  shovel  their  way  out  in 
the  morning,  it  being  the  custom  to  take  the  shovel  into  the  dug-out  during 
the  winter  when  snows  were  likely  to  fall. 

LOST  ON  THE  PRAIRIE. 

Men  were  frequently  lost  on  the  prairies  of  the  county  in  an  early  day 
when  there  were  few  roads,  irregularly  laid  out,  few  fences,  and  no  farm 
houses,  planted  timl>er,  or  other  landmarks  by  which  one  might  get  his  bear- 
ings. In  those  days  the  hollows  and  hills,  covered  with  prairie  grass,  had  as 
little  variation  or  distinctive  appearance  as  the  undulations  of  the  sea.  The 
author  is  indebted  to  Adam  Schmitz,  of  Westphalia,  for  the  facts  of  the 
following  story: 

In  1873  a  well-known  German  of  Westphalia  township  went  some  miles 
from  home  over  the  trackless  prairie  to  secure  some  willow  poles  which  he 
might  use  in  making  a  roof  for  his  stable.  During  the  afternoon  and 
evening  clouds  came  up  rapidly  and  when  this  man  started  for  home  he 
became  lost.  During  the  early  part  of  the  night  he  wandered  over  hill  and 
up  ravine  and  across  all  of  the  creeks  in  the  neighborhood,  and  at  about 
midnight  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  a  farm  in  the  township,  then  owned  by 
T.  D.  Pratt,  several  miles  from  the  home  of  the  wanderer.  He  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  hear  dogs  barking,  and  finally  found  a  fence,  which  he 
followed,  at  last  reaching  the  premises  of  Mr.  Pratt.  The  door  of  the  Pratt 
house  was  opened  and  the  lost  man  asked  if  anyone  there  could  talk  German. 
It  happened  that  Mr.  Pratt's  wife  could  speak  German,  thereby  enabling 
the  man  in  search  of  his  own  home  to  explain  his  plight.  Mr.  Pratt  took 
the  man  in  that  night  and  brought  him  home  next  morning.  He  found  that 
his  friends  were  much  alarmed  over  his  absence  and  were  out  making  a 
search  for  him. 

DIDN'T  EXPECT  PAY. 

John  B.  Shorett,  formerly  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  Shelby 
county,  tells  this  story  of  pioneer  days  in  Washington  township : 

"To  show  the  spirit  of  the  times  I  remember  of  hearing  Samuel  Car- 
roll, father  of  Frank  Carroll,  tell  a  story  on  my  father.  He  said  he  came 
into  Washington  township  and  had  no  money  and  that  he  came  down  to 
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my  father's  place  to  get  a  load  of  com.  He  told  father  that  he  wanted  some 
corn,  but  he  did  not  have  any  money  to  pay  for  it,  but  when  he  got  the 
money  he  would  make  the  payment.  Father  told  him  to  go  to  the  crib  and 
get  the  corn.  Some  time  thereafter  Carroll  paid  my  father  and  remarked 
that  there  must  have  been  something  about  him  to  make  father  believe  he 
was  honest  and  he  would  certinly  get  the  pay  or  he  would  not  have  let  him 
(a  stranger)  have  the  corn,  and  father  replied,  'Oh!  that  was  not  the  reason, 
I  never  expected  to  get  the  pay  for  it.'  As  you  know,  in  those  times  people 
were  more  liberal  than  they  are  at  this  time,  and  every  man,  in  order  to  play 
his  part,  was  expected  to  be  liberal  with  those  around  him.  They  did  not 
have  very  much,  but  what  they  did  have  they  shared  to  a  great  extent  with 
their  neighbors." 

MAKE  MORE  MINTS. 

During  the  strenuous  "Free  Silver"  campaign  in  Shelby  county,  when 
Republican  speakers,  from  Leslie  M.  Shaw  down,  were  trying  hard  to 
counteract  the  plausible  propositions  advanced  by  "Coin's  Financial  School," 
and  were  campaigning  in  almost  every  school  district  in  the  county,  one  of 
the  Harlan  Republican  speakers  had  a  crushing  experience  in  the  vicinity  of 
Corley.  He  was  telling  his  hearers,  in  a  burst  of  eloquence,  that  we  had  but 
a  few  mints  and  the  great  void  that  silver  must  fill  after  driving  out  gold 
would  swamp  them.  And,  waving  his  arms,  he  declared,  "What  would  we 
do?  What  would  we  do?"  He  then  waited  for  a  reply.  A  little  rascal, 
about  as  big  as  a  pint  of  soap,  sitting  on  the  front  seat,  held  up  his  hand  and 
said,  "Say,  mister,  we'd  make  more  mints." 
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SOME  YOUNG  PEOPLE  OF  THE  COUNTY  WHO  HAVE  ACHIEVED  DISTINCTION. 

John  R.  Shorett.  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Shorett,  pioneers  of  Wash- 
ington township.  Two  terms,  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Shelby 
county.  Introduced  the  idea  ot"  township  school  picnics  and  rural  school 
graduating  exercises.  Established  many  school  libraries.  Favored  consolida- 
tion of  country  schools.  Famous  debater  for  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
which  he  represented  in  several  winning  contests  against  neighboring  state 
universities.  Now  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Seattle,  Washington,  where  he  has 
especially  distinguished  himself  in  waterway  and  harbor  law,  in  which  he 
has  been  engaged  in  litigation  involving  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars.  Was  Democratic  candidate  for  the  nomination  for  Congress  from 
his  district  at  the  last  primary  in  Washington. 

J.  W.  Shorett,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Shorett,  above  named. 
Studied  at  the  Woodbine  Normal  School  and  the  State  University  of  Iowa. 
Practiced  law  at  Everett,  Washington,  and  now  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  John  B.,  at  Seattle,  Washington.  Was  a  delegate  to  the  last  Demo- 
cratic National  convention  from  Washington. 

Shelby  county  teachers  have  been  elected  to  and  have  filled  with  credit 
to  themselves  some  of  the  best  positions  in  the  country.  For  instance.  Miss 
Elizabeth  Wyland,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Wyland,  a  graduate  of 
Grinnell  College,  is  an  instructor  in  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school;  her 
sister.  Miss  Mary  J.  Wyland.  also  a  Grinnell  graduate,  has  been  principal  of 
the  Harlan  high  school  and  of  the  high  school  at  Aberdeen.  South  Dakota, 
and  besides  she  has  made  herself  one  of  the  experts  of  the  country  on  the 
problems  of  school  and  city  playgrounds,  lecturing  extensively  on  these  sub- 
jects and  teaching  in  teachers'  institutes:  Miss  Mignonette  Cook,  daughter  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Cook,  taught  for  several  years  in  the  city  schools  of 
Sioux  City  and  of  Omaha;  Miss  Winifred  Cockerell  has  taught  in  the  city 
schools  of  Council  P.lttffs.  Iowa,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  city  schools  of 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma:  Miss  Tina  Anthony,  one  of  the  veteran  teachers 
of  Shelby  county,  in  addition  to  having  taught  a  number  of  years  in  the  city 
schools  of  Harlan,  taught  for  some  time  in  the  city  schools  of  Red  Oak, 
Iowa:  Miss  Lulu  Pickard.  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Pickard,  taught 
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in  the  city  schools  of  Boone,  Iowa;  Miss  Lydia  Keep  for  some  years  has 
taught  in  the  city  schools  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa;  Miss  Mabel  C.  Smith, 
daughter  of  Hon.  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Smith,  a  graduate  of  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  was  teacher  of  Latin  in  the  high  schools  of  Lisbon,  North  Dakota, 
North  Yakima,  Washington,  Wenatchee,  Washington,  and  McKinney,  Texas. 
Her  sister,  Miss  Orpha  Smith,  a  graduate  of  Northwestern  University, 
taught  in  the  high  school  of  Bismarck,  North  Dakota;  Rufus  A.  Obrecht,  a 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Obrecht,  pioneers  of  Center  township,  became 
a  noted  expert  on  the  subject  of  horses,  and  for  some  years  was  a  professor 
in  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  in  Purdue  University.  Miss  Frances  Car- 
roll, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Carroll,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  held  some  excellent  positions  in  the  best  high  schools  of 
California.  Arthur  Nelson  taught  for  several  years  in  the  Philippines.  Miss 
Lulu  Lewis  and  Miss  Bessie  Brown  taught  in  Indian  schools,  as  also  did 
Miss  Katie  Baker.  Miss  Lewis  taught  in  the  famous  government  school  at 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  Miss  Brown  taught  among  the  Navajoes  of  the 
Southwest.  Allan  Shepherd,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Shepherd,  while 
yet  an  undergraduate,  was  honored  with  a  position  in  the  department  of 
English  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  He,  together  with  Miss  Frances 
Carroll  and  Miss  Hazel  Toof,  all  students  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
were  elected  to  the  honorary  scholarship  society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  an  organ- 
ization devoted  to  literary  culture  and  high  scholarship,  established  before  the 
Revolution  in  America,  and  to  which  many  of  the  most  famous  men  and 
women  of  America  have  belonged.  The  foregoing  list  is  far  from  being 
complete,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  serve  as  encouragement  to  the  young  men  and 
the  young  women  of  the  county  desirous  of  making  the  best  of  their  talents. 
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